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Enjoy these extracts from our blog which is aimed at
helping us to learn and love our Faith more ...

Topic: UK Survey: Homosexuality Now Acceptable…
This growing acceptance seems to be
the case within the Church as well –
less so, I think, within the laity, but
certainly with the hierarchy and some
of the clergy and religious. For exam-
ple: there are the London Soho Mass-
es www.sohomasses.com whose members
openly reject Catholic teaching - a fact
of which the hierarchy is fully aware.
The head of the Soho Masses
'Eucharistic Ministers' has a few blogs,
which can all be accessed from this
one - called "Queering the Church"
http://www.queeringthechurch.wordpress.com They
advertise these blogs on the Soho
Mass website.
There is also the Leicester Gay Cath-
olics (mostly members of the dissent-
ing group Quest) who were given the
go-ahead by the bishop for Masses at
the Holy Cross Priory in Leicester
http://sites.google.com/site/leicestergaycatholics
The same bishop also publicly sup-
ported civil partnerships recently
http://marymagdalen.blogspot.com/2010/01/bishop-
mcmahon-no-problem-with-civil.html

Now, we have a UK tour this year of
the notorious Franciscan priest Fr Ri-
chard Rohr. On record as admitting
that he does not adhere to Catholic
teaching on contraception, the ordina-
tion of women to the priesthood, and
homosexuality, he has also been
known for conducting spiritual retreats
where men practice ritual nudism. See
www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/jan/10012506.html
for further details.
Checking out on-line about Rohr, has
thrown up some interesting but alarm-
ing details.  Rohr serves as director for
the Center for Action and Contempla-
tion (CAC), which he founded in 1987.
See http://www.cacradicalgrace.org The Centre
serves as a hotbed for radical dissent.
It is a frequent sponsor and constitu-
ent of "Call to Action," an umbrella
organisation of dissenting so-called
'Catholic' groups.
On that site is a link to another called
"Men as Learners and Elders"
(M.A.L.E.S.) http://www.malespirituality.org It
has branches in various countries,
and advocates something called
"Male Rite of Passage" or "Male Rite
of   Affirmation" - rites which are ac-
corded almost quasi-sacramental im-
portance, and which have been
instituted by - Richard Rohr.
The website states "Men's Rites of
Passage is not about religion, but
about spirituality, about age old tradi-

tions that guide us into manhood,
about coming to trust that there is
something much greater at work in our
lives than we could ever imagine."
If you click on the England link in the
M.A.L.E’s International Websites
section, you come to "The Male Jour-
ney" http://www.malespirituality.co.uk This calls
itself a "networking site for MALE's UK
- all those men initiated or interested in
the Male Spirituality work of Richard
Rohr." They are asking for help to
organise Male Rites of Passage
(MROP) and something they call
"teenager initiation".  With Rohr's pen-
chant for ritual nudism, alarm bells
really should be ringing by now.  I
hope all of them have been CRB-
checked.
Look at Rohr's UK itinerary on the
MALE's UK site.  Apparently, he starts
with a MROP in Scotland in
July/August, then goes to Oxford and
Birmingham, then does a stint at St
James' Piccadilly in London -
http://www.st-james-piccadilly.org/rohrintro.html -
St James' being a notorious mecca for
new-age devotees and all manner of
strangeness - before going on to
headline at this year's Greenbelt festi-
val.  Apparently, his tour has been
organised by the Third Order of
St Francis http://www.tssf.org.uk/index.html
Rohr also has videos on YouTube as
well.  We need to be aware of these
problems. kevin1

It looks like the Archbishop is sending
Father MacDonald round parishes to
modernise them. (Ed: see p.5.)
It is a disgrace that people are being
asked to cough up their hard earned
money for this pointless project.
I wonder what the real motivation is, is
it panic to do everything possible to
prevent Summorum Pontificum being
implemented? rebel

Topic: Stop Church
“Restoration” in Glasgow...

Topic: Cardinal To Labour:
Don't Ignore Family Values ...

Hah! If we had a traditional Pope,
these set-in-their-ways old men
wouldn’t be apathetic, they’d be
quaking in their nice pair of slippers.

Tomas de Torkay

Topic: Are Scots Bishops
Apathetic About Papal Visit?

The Pope should stay in the Vatican
and sort out the liberals. Petrus

Topic: Head of St Aloysius on
“Ladybird” Catholicism…

I understand that you care about
(relative in “gay” relationship) but your
words demonstrate false compassion.
Yes, they were engaging in evil! Their
actions are the sins that cry to heav-
en for vengeance! Miles Christi Sum

You must do better Stoer/ 1/10-
incoherent and rambling. James

Topic: Lentfest – the fun way to
“do” Lent…
The purpose of Lent (as is the whole
Christian life) is union with Christ. Spe-
cifically in this season, we employ all
our efforts, united to the grace of God,
to purify ourselves of sin, to discipline
our minds and focus on the fact that
one day we will die and be judged.
I am fond of music, but during a peni-
tential season, the attention (even
more than usual) should be on freeing
your soul from earthly amusements
and attempting to become what you
are called to be: a saint.
Another piece of nonsense by a Scot-
tish bishop. Stuart

If the number of faithful assisting at
Mass in Scotland is so low why does
the Cardinal think he has the right to
be heard by (Prime Minister) Mr
Brown. In truth the “clunking fist” does
not need to listen to the Cardinal be-
cause most of the Cardinal’s flock
have wandered off and no longer heed
him or the Church. Benet

I’m with James. The hierarchy in Scot-
land ought to be given credit when it is
due. The Cardinal spoke out and
ought to be supported. I would rather
have this than silence. Theophilus

Topic: Laicised Priest To Lecture
Priests & Teachers in Glasgow...

Disgraceful! This is just another
reason for me to home school my
children. Bernadette

http://sohomasses.googlepages.com/
http://www.queeringthechurch.wordpress.com
http://sites.google.com/site/leicestergaycatholics
http://marymagdalen.blogspot.com/2010/01/bishop-mcmahon-no-problem-with-civil.html
www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/jan/10012506.html 
http://www.cacradicalgrace.org/
http://www.malespirituality.org/
http://www.malespirituality.co.uk/
http://www.st-james-piccadilly.org/rohrintro.html
http://www.st-james-piccadilly.org/rohrintro.html 
http://www.tssf.org.uk/index.html


33

Traditionalist Anglicans in Scotland
are setting up a new community in
Edinburgh. This is being made possi-
ble because of a generous offer from
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh to provide a
place of worship for their first service
this Christmas Eve.
Canon Len Black, Regional Dean of
Forward in Faith Scotland, the organi-
sation which represents orthodox An-
glicans world-wide, said, “This move
has come about because of the rapid
drift of the Scottish Episcopal Church
away from the traditional faith, morals
and practices of the universal Church.
We are most grateful to Cardinal Keith
O’Brien for the generosity he has
shown us in making a place of worship
available, not just for Christmas but in
the months ahead, as we seek to
serve those Episcopalians who look to
us for spiritual and sacramental sup-
port.”
“When the Scottish Episcopal Church
first decided to ordain women as
priests some 15 years ago we were
assured of a ‘valued and honoured
place’ within the church ‘for all time to
come’. That promise has not been
honoured and today some of our peo-
ple even find that they are being told
they are no longer welcome in the
churches in where they were baptised
as infants.

The Scots bishops don’t miss an opportunity to perpetrate the falsehood of the SSPX “schism”; for example,
Cardinal O’Brien took a side-swipe during an address to the Sikhs at their Gurdwara in Edinburgh when he
condemned Bishop Williamson and insisted that his views (about the holocaust) should not be considered
representative“of the Faith to which he says he subscribes” (Scottish Catholic Observer, 13.2.09)  Then, too,
some years ago, the Bishop of Aberdeen (now Archbishop of Glasgow) Mario Joseph Conti, tried to prevent a
hotel owner renting a room to the SSPX for a traditional Latin Mass in that city. When the (Catholic)  hotel owner
effectively told him to sling his hook, the bishop sent some ‘bouncers’ to man the doors, in an attempt at preventing
the faithful from going in - related by a reader who heard the story from some-one who was actually present. So,
we were surprised (NOT!) to read about the help being offered to some real live schismatics, Anglicans - called
Episcopalians in Scotland - and not just any old Anglicans, but ‘traditional’ Anglicans.  Keen to help them escape
the liberal influences in their own ecclesial community, the committed liberal Cardinal O’Brien came racing to their
assistance. The following ‘Forward in Faith’ report is taken from the Anglican website of that name.

Now we find that the provision we were
hoping for from our own Church is
being offered to all disaffected Angli-
cans by the Catholic Church. Episco-
palians in Scotland have a long and
rich history and liturgical tradition and
the offer from the Catholic Church to
enable us to take this tradition with us
is something we and all traditionalists
must consider carefully.”

Forward in Faith: Thank you, Cardinal O’Brien... ‘Saint’ John Knox -
           pray for us?

Report by ‘MacDad’

The modern obsession with ecumen-
ism took a rather alarming twist re-
cently, in the form of "Ninian - A
Cantata For Schools", written by the
Archdiocese of Glasgow's Director of
Music, Monsignor Gerry Fitzpatrick,
and Brother Stephen Smythe.   This
Cantata was advertised in the Glas-
gow City Council Education Bulletin,
inviting schools who were interested in
taking part to send a representative to
a meeting in the presbytery of Saint
Leo The Great Catholic Church, Dum-
breck.
The text of this Cantata, which is main-
ly used in Catholic primary schools, is
quite disturbing.   The front page
states:"In the year when Scotland will
mark the 450th anniversary of the Ref-
ormation Parliament and the cente-
nary of the ground breaking Edinburgh
Ecumenical Conference of 1910 we
celebrate the known beginning of
Christianity with the story of our first
evangelist, Ninian of Galloway."
Clearly there are huge problems with
this front cover.  The fact that any
Catholic, never mind a priest, would
think it appropriate for Catholic school
children to mark the Reformation is
beyond belief.   The reference to the
Edinburgh Ecumenical Conference of
1910 is also a red herring because this
conference was a purely Protestant
conference - no Catholic representa-
tive was invited.
The Cantata itself is musically, and
educationally, unremarkable.  It is wor-
rying how much quality time will be
wasted learning this drivel.  However,
things take an unbelievable turn for
the worse when the name of ...

Continued on p.7

Cardinal O’Brien: “I am
delighted to help provide a
place of worship for these
Traditionalist Anglicans...”
Cardinal O’Brien commented, “I am
delighted to help provide a place of
worship for these Traditionalist Angli-
cans, taking the lead from Pope Bene-
dict XVI and his predecessor Pope
John Paul II.”
The first service – a Christmas Vigil
Mass - is being held on Thursday 24th
December at 7pm in the Chapel of the
Convent of Mercy (St Catherine's), 4
Lauriston Gardens, Tollcross, Edin-
burgh EH3 9HH   - report taken from
the website of Forward in Faith:
www.forwardinfaith.info/scotland.
Ed: the FIF website advertises a “Solemn
Eucharist” on the first Sunday of every
month in the Chapel of the Convent of
Mercy (St Catherine's) in Edinburgh. If they
find any evidence of traditionalism there, I’d
like to hear of it. My information from Edin-
burgh readers is that the Sisters of Mercy
there are about as traditional as Hans Kung.

In a much overlooked and little discussed interview published February 8, 2007, in
the German Die Tagespost, Cardinal Castrillón Hoyos (appointed by Pope John
Paul II to represent him in discussions with the SSPX, now retired) said he
rejected the term and idea of "ecumenism" from within the Church as a reasoning
behind the continuing discussions and open communications with the leadership
of the SSPX. Specifically, he said the following: Please accept that I reject the term
"ecumenism ad intra." The bishops, priests and faithful of the Society of St
Pius X are not schismatics.
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For a number of years, Irishman, Sean
Connolly (85), has been fighting a lone
battle to prevent the “re-ordering” of
Carlow Cathedral. As you can see
from the photo opposite, he failed.
The initial protest group ‘Friends of
Carlow Cathedral’ eventually gave up
the battle but Sean, despite his age
and poor health - he suffers from a
heart condition - took out a large mort-
gage to pay for legal action in an at-
tempt to prevent the then local
Ordinary, Bishop Ryan, removing the
altar rails and Tabernacle, in the ex-
ceptionally beautiful cathedral in Car-
low.
The consultation process adopted by
the bishop was flawed. There were
four meetings during which the author-
ities tried to get the people used to the
idea of change while not telling them
what change they had in mind.  The
last of these meetings was in October,
1994.
On June 8, 1995 proposals were un-
veiled just before the holiday period.
It seems that it was tentatively pro-
posed that demolition would start in
September, as the children get back to
school. It appears that no more book-
ings for weddings were being taken for
the Cathedral, after that time.
“Patronising” and “manipulative” is the
description of this “consultation proc-
ess” given by the Friends of Carlow
Cathedral in their newsletter, dated
2 August, 1995.
The newsletter of that date also con-
tains the following, very interesting
observation: “It is sad that the unnec-
essary, divisive and radical proposals
for our cathedral are being so strongly
promoted despite their widespread
unpopularity. The Church is sailing in
stormy seas right now and there is
confusion on many matters. Even in a
a secular, business sense it is good
management practice not to gratui-
tously cause dissension and divert
attention from the main task, especial-
ly in times of evident  crisis.” This plea
went unheeded by Bishop Ryan.

I would ask your forgiveness - in my own name and in the name of all of you, venerable and dear brothers in the Episcopate - for
everything which, for whatever reason, through whatever human weakness, impatience or negligence, and also through at times
partial, one-sided and erroneous application of the directives of the Second Vatican Council, may have caused scandal and
disturbance concerning the interpretation of the doctrine and the veneration due to this great Sacrament.

Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Dominicae Cenae, 1980

Report by the editor & T.G. Oliver

T.G. Oliver lives in Exmouth in England
and is a former Royal Marine Commander
with 39 yrs service. He was awarded the
British Empire Medal for Bomb Disposal
Duties, and a Meritorious Service Medal.
He is a long-time reader of Catholic Truth
and generously supports our work in a
variety of ways.

The Proposals...
taken from the newsletter of the

Friends of Carlow Cathedral, 2/08/1995

Removal of the Blessed Sacrament to a
new recess in the transept wall (referred
to elsewhere as “an obscure cubbyhole”)

Removal of the magnificent white Sicilian
marble altar, donated in 1890 by the cler-
gy, religious and faithful.  It is to be re-
placed by a throne for the bishop.

Almost 50% of the great stained-glass
east window of the sanctuary, depicting
the Passion of Our Lord, is to be ob-
scured by a very high granite wall or
screen. (The window, made by Mayer & Co.,
Munich, was donated by Dr Comerford in 1895)

Removal of beautiful carved marble altar
rails (98 ft long) donated by the Governey
family in 1903. These artefacts are in
great demand in hotels and pubs and it is
reported that a local businessman has
already enquired about them.

Removal of Our Lady’s shrine altar and
Sacred Heart shrine altar, both in carved
marble and erected in 1903 and 1904 as
gifts of the Kinsella’s and Molloy’s.  The
statue of ther Mother of God is being
transferred to a site near the door.

Part or all of the very fine pulpit is to go
to the gallery!
The bishop is doing this because he
wishes to do so, not because he has to.
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith made a telling point when he
said that in its practical materialisation,
liturgical reform has moved further and
further away from its origin; the result
was not re-animation but devastation.
                              (cf  Christian Order 1993)

I rang the Friends of Carlow Cathedral
to let them know about this report and
discovered that the gentleman I spoke
to was very philosophical about the
whole thing, describing the Irish Bish-
ops as “good men.” I wondered (into
the telephone mouthpiece) how he
managed to kneel for Communion
now, with the altar rails gone. Answer:
He doesn’t. He stands. It worked.
“Christ held Himself in His hands when He
gave His Body to His disciples saying: 'This
is My Body.' No one partakes of this Flesh
before he has adored it." St. Augustine

The author of the newsletter points out
the incongruity in getting rid of, or mu-
tilating, the white marble high altar, as
a beautiful and prominent setting for
the Blessed Sacrament, in order to
replace it with a throne for the bishop.
“Just not on” - said the Friends of
Carlow Cathedral - because it
“conjures up images of power and
authority which is not fitting among the
people of God.”  Of course, the bishop
does have legitimate power and au-
thority - the power and authority of
Christ to rule in spiritual matters. But to
supplant the Real Presence of Christ?
Never.
Sean Connolly (85) took the matter to
the Supreme Court in Dublin where it
was conceded that he “had raised a
fair question to be tried when his ac-
tion comes on for hearing”. (Friends of
Carlow Cathedral Newsletter, 10 April, 1997).

However, in the end, as the above
photo confirms, the Proposals (see
opposite) were implemented.

Ireland Continued p.14 -
See The Curate’s Diary...

Continuing the series:
when Irish Eyes are NOT smiling
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After the Second Vatican Council, the impression arose that the Pope really could do anything in liturgical matters, especially if he
were acting on the mandate of an Ecumenical Council.  Eventually, the idea of the givenness of the liturgy, the fact that one cannot
do with it what one will, faded from the public consciousness of the West. In fact, the First Vatican Council had in no way defined
the Pope as an absolute monarch. On the contrary, it presented him as the guarantor of obedience to the revealed Word. The
Pope’s authority is bound to the Tradition of faith… Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), The Spirit of the Liturgy, 2000

Proposal

I grew up in the parish of  St Catherine
Laboure in the north of Glasgow. Hey,
I never pretended to be  posh. People
bemoaned the interior brickwork and,
I suppose, if my opinion had been
asked at the designing stage, I’d have
advised against. However, the high
altar was there, the tabernacle was in
the centre and the marble altar rails
allowed us all to kneel before the God
who made us when we attended the
Traditional Mass, even as early as
7.a.m on Lenten weekdays - well,
sometimes, anyway...
So, bricks and all, I have always loved
the parish church of St  Catherine
Laboure, with its rich devotions and
Catholic culture - until, of course, the
advent of the new Mass. Until then, we
enjoyed regular solid sermons, doctri-
nally sound hymns at the end of Mass
with Panis Angelicus and Ave Maria
as we made our thanksgiving after
Communion. Rosary and Miraculous
Medal devotions were available during
the week and the doors were open all
day for visits to the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Post-Vatican II, the spiritual and
cultural life of the parish began to
decline. One of our former priests,
now in a different parish, abandoned
his priesthood for the imagined love of
his life. Surprised?  Me? You kidding?
Far from it: my abiding memory of him
(apart from his dodgy homilies) is that
it was he who introduced the first Ex-
traordinary Minister into the parish,
alb, sash and all.
Such was the shock effect of this inno-
vation, that even youngsters like me
switched aisles to receive from the

priest. Not pleasant - the gentleman
was a very nice man - but this was a
liturgical abuse with an alarm bell at-
tached, and it divided the parishioners
as nothing previously had done. We’d
stupidly accepted all the other aberra-
tions, in our ignorance, but this was an
assault too far on our Catholic sense.
We were lied to, of course. The above
liturgical terrorist told us that we would
no longer be kneeling for Holy Com-
munion, because it was more orderly
to stand in pairs at the front and re-
ceive Communion, rather than kneel
and have the priest going back and
forwards along the altar rails. We fell
for it. Or rather, stood for it. They (we
had three priests in all at that time)
were wily enough not to remove the
altar rails right away or they may have
had to backtrack as happened with the
Extraordinary Minister, in due course.
However, now, at this safe distance in
time, the new(ish) Parish Priest of St
Catherine’s - Father Angus MacDon-
ald - has come to finish off what the-
man-about-town-with-the-girlfriend-
we-didn’t-know-about began all those
years ago. But not without a fight, as I
told him in an email (1/2/10) where I
asked if he’d told the parishioners
whom he claimed were “fully informed”
(email from Fr MacDonald, 1/2/10) that
there is absolutely no need whatsoev-
er for this latest act of vandalism in the
archdiocese. “Have you” I asked “told
them that there isn't a single sentence
in any Vatican document to mandate
this destruction?  Have you lied to
them, by saying or giving the impres-

sion that this is part of the Vatican II
‘reforms’?  Have you told them that the
Pope wants them to kneel and receive
Communion on the tongue but that
you are going to rip out the altar rails
anyway?”  No reply. Well isn’t that a
surprise? Not.
On Sunday, 7/2/10 a group of us leaf-
leted outside the evening Mass in an
effort to educate and mobilise some of
the parishioners to fight this planned
“restoration”. Our group included Miss
McMoneypenny (Betty) who braved
the bitter cold to distribute leaflets from
her wheelchair. The parishioners took
our leaflets and some engaged in con-
versation. One lady said she would
take a bundle of leaflets and pass
them on to morning Mass-goers.  See
our blog for a full report on this event.
http://www.catholictruthscotland.com/
blog/?p=3580
In a time of economic hardship, it is a
disgrace to waste money with this ‘re-
ordering’ which follows in the footsteps
of the Protestant  Reformers - the last
people to mindlessly destroy Catholic
sanctuaries. Please pray that parish-
ioners rise up to fight this unnecessary
- and expensive -  destruction of the
sanctuary in St Catherine’s.

Report by a former parishioner of
St Catherine Laboure: the editor

Current

Current

http://www.sitemeter.com/stats.asp?site=sm5catholictruth
http://www.catholictruthscotland.com/blog/?p=3580
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This is a response to an article by
Peter A. Kwasniewski, Professor of
Theology and Philosophy at Wyoming
Catholic College in Lander, Wyoming,
in which he attempts to interpret
Dignitatis Humanae (DH) in the light of
tradition. Kwasniewski’s article, Digni-
tatis Humanae: The Interpretive Prin-
ciples, originally appeared in Latin
Mass: A Journal of Catholic Culture
and Tradition, Vol. 18, No. 1, and can
also be found at

http://catholictradition.blogspot.
com/2009/03/dignitatis-
humanae.html
I take the preliminary step of summa-
rizing the professor’s argument as fol-
lows:

A. If the reader is to understand DH
as a magisterial text, he must use
the correct method of interpreta-
tion. Through this method, he may
grant “the benefit of the doubt”
that “presumes [DH’s] continuity
with the preceding tradition.”

B. The first key to this correct method
lies in understanding the historical
context of the 1960s, viz. the per-
secution of religious practice, un-
der various forms of coercion, by
totalitarian governments.

C. The second key is that man must
be free to “pursue the truth about
God and man” without such

Continued on p.12

      coercion.
D. The third key is that there is an

indissoluble link between freedom
and truth.

E. The fourth and final key is that
Popes Bl. John XXIII and John
Paul II, especially the latter, have
provided us with ample teachings
on that link between freedom and
truth, teachings which may be em-
ployed with Dignitatis Humanae.

As a second preliminary step, let me
add that I do not intend to analyze the
professor’s article from a hostile per-
spective, as though he were a Mod-
ernist ideologue intent on legitimizing
the “spirit of Vatican II.” Far from it: I
have always admired the depth and
breadth of his thought, as expressed in
his many articles featured in Latin
Mass. In this case, however, I think
good will ran too far ahead of reason,
in his apparent eagerness to buttress
the Pope’s theme of interpreting Vati-
can II through the “hermeneutic of
continuity.”

A. His first mistake, then, is to ap-
proach DH as a magisterial text. None
of the Vatican II documents are magis-
terial, i.e. infallible or binding on the
faithful, because Bl. John XXIII found
it necessary to decree that the Council
was merely “pastoral.” The Pope took
this drastic step, near the end of his
life, because he was fully aware of the
tidal wave of liberalism that was about
to come crashing down on the Church
through the Council.

Given DH’s lack of magisterial status,
it is by no means incumbent upon
anyone in the Church to grant its
vague and questionable formulations
any “benefit of the doubt” as to its
“continuity with preceding tradition.”
Quite the contrary: it is incumbent up-
on us to analyze it carefully and reject
anything which contradicts correct
teaching.

B. It is also a mistake to analyze DH in
the “historical context of the 60s,” and
for three reasons: (1) Catholic dogma
has no historical context. Since it pro-
ceeds from Divine Revelation, it is
immune to the epochal gusts of faulty
and fashionable human reasoning.
Rather, the very opposite is required:
it is historical circumstances and their
related trends of thought which must

Following our report on Archbish-
op Vincent Nichols’ flirtation with
the Hindu gods (Archbishop of  West-
minster Pays Tribute to the Hindu gods,
Issue No. 59, January 2010) American
reader and prolific Catholic Truth
blogger, John Ingram, got us
thinking about the ambiguous and
misleading statements in Dignita-
tis Humanae - a key document of
Vatican II - which has led to such
apostate actions as a Catholic
Archbishop laying flowers at a
Hindu shrine. (American spellings prevail)

be measured against the timeless
teaching of the Church.

(2) DH is primarily the work of Jesuit
theologian John Courtney Murray,
whose views, unlike Catholic dogma,
were shaped by his environment –
specifically, the American environ-
ment, where all religions, regardless of
truth, ostensibly have equal protection
before the law. Murray had adopted an
essentially Protestant position: Catho-
lic teaching on church/state relations
was inadequate for the modern West,
and Western citizens now had full re-
sponsibility to assume moral control
over their religious beliefs. Murray was
silenced by his superiors in 1954, but
his heresies lived on. DH’s “historical
context,” therefore, is none other than
Murray’s erroneous response to that
context.

(3) It is a grave mistake to define a
generic religious freedom merely in
terms of a response to totalitarian per-
secution and oppression. This incor-
rectly defines religious freedom in
strictly secular terms, as though it was
a civil right, and it ignores the fact that
there is only one true religion, which,
by Divine Right, must be the founda-
tion of civil society.

C - E. Professor Kwasniewski then
launches into a long digression – or,
what turns out to be a digression – on
the freedom to pursue truth, and the
link between freedom and truth. I will
not go as far as to claim that his sum-
mary is a red herring, since that pre-
sumes deceitful intent – so instead I
will just label his treatment of this sub-
ject as Ignoratio elenchi. Why?

In attempting to prove the fidelity of
DH, the Professor’s explanation of
these topics proves nothing but his
own orthodoxy. His review of John
XXIII’s and John Paul II’s teachings on
man’s freedom to investigate truth
(which are nearly as unsatisfactory as
DH itself) ignores the absence of one
vital specification in DH: if said “truth”
is not Catholic, then there is no

John Ingram

http://catholictradition.blogspot.com/2009/03/dignitatis-humanae.html
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John Knox continued from p.3
Protestant reformer, John Knox, ap-
pears in a "litany" alongside the great
counter-Reformation Saint, John Ogil-
vie.   This so-called "litany" also con-
tains the names of other Protestant
figures, "Ninian Winzet, Mary Slessor,
David Livingstone, William Quarrier
and George MacLeod".   Indeed, it is
inferred that these people are "Celtic
saints".
Shocked at the content of the Cantata,
I decided to contact the Archdiocese of
Glasgow to express my concern.  On
enquiry, I was told by Chancellor, Mon-
signor Smith, that although I was the
only one who interpreted the material
in this way, Monsignor Fitzpatrick had
chosen, of his volition, to alter the
text.  I still await clarification that the
name of John Knox will be removed
from the text completely.
Of course, if I am the only person to
express concern over this abuse then
that is a tragic example that certain
Catholic priests, teachers, headteach-
ers and parents have lost their Catho-
lic sense.
Ed: allow me to add “completely”.

‘MacDad’, the father of two young
children, is increasingly concerned
about the state of Catholic Education.
He was shocked when he discovered
the “Ninian Cantata” and is seriously
considering home-education for his
own children.

“Celtic Saints”?   St Ninian - Catholic Bishop & Saint

1 Bishop and confessor; date of birth unknown;
died about 432; the first Apostle of Christianity
in Scotland. The earliest account of him is in
Bede (Hist. Eccles., III,  "the southern Picts
received the true faith by the preaching of Bish-
op Ninias (sic) a most reverend and holy man of
the British nation, who had been regularly in-
structed at Rome in the faith and mysteries of
the truth; whose episcopal see, named after St.
Martin the Bishop, and famous for a church
dedicated to him (wherein Ninias himself and
many other saints rest in the body), is now in the
possession of the English nation. The place
belongs to the province of the Bernicians and is
commonly called the White House [Candida
Casa], because he there built a church of stone,
which was not usual amongst the Britons". The
facts given in this passage form practically all
we know of St. Ninian's life and work. (Online
Catholic Encyclopaedia)

2 Some time ago we contacted Open House,
to check if our information is correct, that con-
tributor, Joe Fitzpatrick is a former priest. No
reply has ever been received.

It is incredible beyond words, that any
priest could be so ignorant as to see
nothing wrong with Catholic schools
celebrating the Reformation. It is as-
tonishing for a priest to compile or
authorise, a list of Protestants, includ-
ing the apostate priest John Knox, for
pupils to address in prayer alongside
saints like St Mungo and the martyr St
John Ogilvie in a “litany” of “Celtic”
saints. Even on the Glasgow Tourist
bus route, St John Ogilvie’s martyr-
dom at Glasgow Cross doesn’t merit a
mention so to see a priest lumping his
holy name alongside a bunch of rebels
who split Christendom in Scotland
asunder, is beyond the pale.
In any event, let’s put this nonsense
of a “Celtic Church” and “Celtic saints”
to rest. St Ninian was a Bishop of the
one, true Church - there has never
been a “Celtic” Church distinct from
the visible body of the Church we now
call “Catholic”1

Monsignor Fitzpatrick however, is not
alone in his ignorance. The masthead
of the dissenting journal ‘Open House’
sports a picture of Calvin & Knox in
their February 2010 edition while in-
side Joe Fitzpatrick2 calls for an end to
“the Church taking up hard and fast
positions on divorce, contraception,
gay unions, gay adoption, married
priests, women priests and women
bishops.” (Morality Today, p.4, Open
House, February 2010).

Yet, no Scottish Bishop appears to be
in the slightest bit concerned about
any of this; not the fact that Catholic
pupils are being encouraged to pray to
Protestant “saints” or that errors are
being perpetrated in the pages of pub-
lications like Open House and The
Tablet sold in Catholic outlets, across
Scotland. Instead the faithful are being
warned about “militant, ultra-tradition-
al groups” whose voice is “strident and
upsetting” to those who “set out to
follow the path set out (by) Vatican II.”
(cf Scottish Catholic Observer, Bishop Tar-
taglia, 7/2/10; Archbishop Conti, 12/2/10).

Since the path set out by Vatican II is
littered with broken vows, child abus-
ers, liturgical chaos and lapsed Catho-
lics, the bishops should be thanking
God that any of us still care enough to
raise our voices - strident or not - in
defence of Catholic teaching.

by the editor...

“The “Vatican II path” cont’d on p.15.
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I notice that in every issue, you include
an invitation to the bishops to correct
any errors they find in your publication,
as is their duty under Canon 823.
Has any bishop ever taken up your
invitation?   I trust that, if this were to
happen, you would publish the fact?
Also, I recall some editions back that
you sought copies of the accounts for
the Bishops of Scotland from the Scot-
tish Charities regulator.  I recall, if my
memory serves me correctly, that your
accountant-contributor remarked that
these accounts raised more questions
than they answered.  Have you sought
answers to these questions?
A Scots Priest

The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Sandyford Place
Glasgow, G3 7NB
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Ed: (1) no bishop has ever taken up our
invitation to correct any errors in the news-
letter. I absolutely guarantee to publish
any such corrections. (2) the kind of ques-
tions we’d ask would not be answered, e.g.
specific expenditures for lay salaries and
various projects. The accounts are so gen-
eralised they really tell us very little - so,
no, we didn’t ask those questions.

The January edition was fantastic - but
then I’ve never had a “bad” copy.
Loved the evolution article - the whole
newsletter was absolutely brilliant.
Frances Burke, Birmingham

Pardon my French but who the ____
are you?
You publish a website presuming to
malign the Catholic hierarchy, you get
the Glasgow Herald to publish news
stories effectively based on little more
than your personal PR campaign. And
you don't even have the courage to
publish your name on the website.
I don't understand why anyone would
pay the slightest bit of attention to
anything you have to say.
Martin Graham, solicitor, London
Ed: life’s full of mysteries, isn’t it?

Regarding a report of atheists setting
up a day of blasphemy  on 30 Sept.
each year - a sort of anti-God feast
day - inviting people to blaspheme.
(International Blasphemy Day: from Danish

cartoons to Jerry Springer - The Opera, The
Telegraph, 30/09/09).

In response to it, some good people
here in Liverpool along with others in
Wales, Germany and France, hopeful-
ly in Canada too, have pledged to pray
the 3rd Sorrowful mystery of the Rosa-
ry, or at least the prayer called the
Golden Arrow, every day, if possible
over the phone and or the internet, in
order to make reparation to Our Bless-
ed Lord, while at the same time
cleansing by prayer these communi-
cation media used by the poor mis-
guided enemies of Our Blessed
Saviour.
They are recklessly flying in the Face
of God, challenging Him in the most
impudent manner, reminiscent of Sod-
om and Gomorrah. If we do nothing to
make reparation for this, then the
wrath of God will fall in all its severity
on all nations. The 3rd Sorrowful mys-
tery of the Rosary is recommended
because it recalls the crowning with
thorns, where Our Blessed Lord was
mocked, ridiculed,spat on, slapped on
His  Face, and wickedly blasphemed.
The prayer given by Our Lord to Sister
Mary of St. Peter, called the Golden
Arrow, is specifically for reparation for
the sin of blasphemy.
Our Lady, at Montichiari, now ap-
proved by the local Bishop, asked for
us to keep the 13 October as a special
day of world reparation to Our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament.   She asked
for this special day to be prepared for
by receiving (if at all possible)  Holy
Communion each day, starting on 1st
October (the day immediately after 30
September, now chosen by the poor
enemies of Our Lord, as their (feast)
day).   We see now that it was no
coincidence that Our Lady chose the
1st - 13th October!
Edward Swarbrick, Liverpool

I visited your Blog, and truly im-
pressed I was. If the Bishops are igno-
rami concerning the faith, the Scots
laypeople aren't!

Iain Colquhoun, Wales

I am very pleased to have found the
Catholic Truth website - I am very
impressed by it. I have been a sup-
porter of the Tridentine Mass for as
long as I can remember. Unfortunately
I have not been able to track one down
in  Norwich (Ed: details of a TLM in Norwich
is en route to you, even as I write...)
I look forward to seeing Catholic Truth
regularly from now on.
Marguerite Finn, Norwich

Rarely have I read such a poisonous
publication. As an 'ordinary’ Catholic'
I am sad to see such a lack of charity
and compassion. God help us.
Maureen Haswell by email
maureenbird@quista.net
Ed: as ever, no specific example given ...

I find your magazine excellent and
always learn so much from it. Thank
you for taking on the Irish cause.  The
town I come from - Carrick-on-Suir - is
crime-ridden, drugs etc. No mention of
Tradition there!
Bernadette O’Donnell, London

N O T I C E . . .

Thanks to everyone who sent donations
following the January edition.  We appre-
ciate your  generous thoughtfulness.
Thanks, also, to our regular ‘Standing
Order’ donors; it is thanks to you that we
are able to meet the printers’ bi-monthly
bill so God bless and reward each one of
you, and all our kind  benefactors.
Gratitude, too, for readers’ prayers for
Miss McMoneypenny who has still not
regained her speech. She is sometimes
very sad, and is bravely living with the
prognosis that she will never walk again.
Her husband plans to take her on pil-
grimage to Lourdes in July and we’re al-
so praying to Pope Pius XII  for  a first
class miracle cure now that he is on the
official road to canonisation. Please ask
him to obtain this cure for Betty who is,
nevertheless, resigned to accepting
God’s will for her. Pope Pius XII, pray for
her; Our Lady of Lourdes, Health of the
Sick, pray for her...

Deputy Miss McMoneypenny

I enclose a donation (to) support your
wonderful efforts at defending the
Faith against Neo-Modernists who
seek its destruction from within... I am
so pleased that Betty is now home
from hospital: she is in my prayers.
Maurice Allan, Sale, Cheshire

Ed: letter re. Jan article on Faith
Movement held over until May edition.

Many thanks for all you are doing and
all you are about. A Priest, USA
Ed: Thank you Father, for your words of
encouragement and generous donation.

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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St Mary’s RC Cathedral, Edinburgh,
Bulletin, Sunday 17th January 2010
contained a very crude notice from the
SVDP advertising for ladies’ under-
wear. We do not wish to descend to
the same level of crudity, so we are
omitting the offending word but, in
fact, it is really men’s underwear they
are looking for. This suggests that the
(presumably, lay) author simply got a
kick out of including a profanity in the
parish bulletin. Here’s an edited ver-
sion of this inappropriate advertise-
ment. Let this serve as a wake-up call
to clergy  to check all literature going
into the public domain in their name.

The SVDP is after your ********
(slang/crude name for an item of ladies’
underwear) ... There is always a
great demand for underwear
(especially men’s underwear...)

After Copenhagen. What now for de-
velopment? - Sun 17th Jan
(environment blah blah).
So, if you found yourself at a loose end
on the 17 January, you’re in with a
shout. Moving onto the rest of the
week, get a load of this:
Christian Unity Week  18th - 25th Jan
Week of prayer for Christian Unity
Service - 20th January (service led by
Cardinal O’Brien & Bishop Brian Smith
- Scottish Episcopal Church - will
preach. Gillis Chapel & there will be a
reception after the service.  No men-
tion of the fact that, since Episcopalian
Orders are invalid, there ain’t going to
be any bishop preaching in reality.)
Holocaust Memorial Day 2010 - 27
Jan. (all the buzz words were in this
advert: “celebrating difference”
“exclusion” “discrimination & persecu-
tion” “remember the past in order to
shape a safer and better future” blah,
blah)
The Legacy of Hope - 27 Jan (another
Holocaust Memorial Day Civic Com-
memoration, courtesy of the politicians
and the Interfaith Association...)
Action & Prayer - 30 Jan
Tearfund ‘Action through a carbon fast’
and ‘Prayer Writing Workshop’. Sug-
gested donation £5/£3. Cathedral Hall.

Report by the editor

Ecumenical Engineering...

When I emailed the Parish Priest,
Monsignor Michael Regan, about the
crude SVDP notice, I didn’t mention
the above ecumenical/inter-religious
notices because they are par for the
course - commonplace in diocesan
parishes nowadays. I’ve reproduced
them here to throw light on how the
majority of Catholics have come to
reject the central Catholic doctrine Ex-
tra Ecclesiam nulla salus - outside the
Church there is no salvation.
The letters page of the Scottish Cath-
olic Observer, dated 12/02/10 is testi-
mony to the widespread, and now
ingrained, apostasy from the Catholic
Faith in Scotland. One correspondent
wrote: “Ecumenism will never see the
light of day if one party claims to be the
only infallible authority... I had as-
sumed that we are all ‘Jock Tamson’s
bairns’.” (Ed: translation of ‘Jock Tamson’s
bairns’ for non-Scots: it means to ‘assume
we’re all the same’ - in this context - Catholi-
cism is not necessary for salvation).

Monsignor Michael Regan initially
replied to my email by defending the
SVDP notice, suggesting that since
the dictionary listed the offending
word as a “colloquialism” it is accept-
able. Subsequently, however, he in-
formed me that the advert had been
removed, presumably from the online
copy since, obviously, Sunday Mass-
goers had received the original ver-
sion. Little wonder Catholics are
floundering in a sea of confusion.
After all, if impurity and crudity’s ac-
ceptable in the church, for goodness
sake, it’s OK anywhere.

Exact quote from the
Parish Newsletter of
14th February 2010.
“COMMUNION UNDER
BOTH KINDS

He’s “at it again”.  The  following is
taken, verbatim, from the latest St
Hilda’s parish newsletter (Ed: at time of
going to press) to misrepresent Catholic
doctrine on the Blessed Sacrament..

Report by David Elvans

There is a disappointingly high
number of people who are passing
the chalice by at communion time.
While the Church teaches that we
receive Our Lord fully by receiving
communion under one kind only, she
also teaches that the sign of the sac-
rament is more fully perceived and
our participation more fully
experienced when we receive under
both kinds as Jesus asks (Take and
Eat, Take and Drink). When Our Lord
is inviting us to receive from the chal-
ice, why - unless we have an intoler-
ance to wine - we would we refuse
and walk by?”
To add salt to an already large open
wound, Bishop Drainey has made the
man Dean!”

Ed: promoting dissenters is what
bishops do...
We’ve already corrected this priest’s
error: Jesus was speaking to His first
priests when he said “Take and eat...
drink”. Thus, Christ’s words and ac-
tions (giving in the hand and from the
chalice) were not addressed to the
laity.
Fr McNicholas receives the Catholic
Truth newsletter so, despite his poor
seminary formation and two succes-
sive dissident bishops, there’s no
excuse for his continuing to promote
the above false teaching.

The thought of parishioners, including
young people, digesting this crudity
as they prepared for Mass, prompted
me to email the Parish Priest, namely
Monsignor Michael Regan.

In the same bulletin, there were some
Dates for your Diary, although none
were purely Catholic - unless you clas-
sify the Ceilidh at St Thomas Aquinas
High School, tickets £2, as such: no?
Thought not...
Dates for your Diary...
World day of Migrants & Refugees -
Sun 17 Jan (protecting the rights of
children who are migrants & refugees,
blah blah)
World Religion Day - Sun 17 Jan (to
foster interfaith blah blah)

Catholicism: an optional extra...

Undoubtedly, the “drip drip” effect of
these ecumenical/inter-religious ad-
vertisements, coupled with photos ga-
lore of popes, priests and bishops at
ecumenical events, has led to the
widespread  nonsensical belief that
one religion is as good as another.

Parish Priest Responds...

Own Goal...
Why, if it doesn’t matter in the end,
would anyone opt for a contraceptive
and abortion banning, ‘homophobic’
Church when everyone is going to
Heaven anyway?  Crackers.



I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy. St. John Ogilvie - Feast: 10 March

10

St John Ogilvie
Sermon extracts: St Alphonsus on the abuse of divine mercy...

St Augustine says that the Devil
deludes Christians in two ways - “by
despair and hope”. After a person
has committed sin, the enemy, by
placing before his eyes the rigour of
divine justice, tempts him to despair
of the mercy of God. But, before he
sins, the Devil, by representing to him
the divine mercy, labours to make
him fearless of the chastisement due
to sin...
When you intend to commit sin, who,
I ask, promises you mercy from God?
Certainly God does not promise it. It
is the Devil that promises it, that you
may lose God and be damned.
“Beware”, says St John Chrysostom,
“never to attend to that dog who
promises the mercy from God”
(hom.50.ad.Pop.)

If, beloved sinners, you have hitherto
offended God, hope and tremble: if
you desire to give up sin, and if you
detest it, hope; because God promis-
es pardon to all who repent of the evil
they have done. But if you intend to
continue in your sinful course, trem-
ble lest God should wait no longer for
you, but cast you into Hell.
Why does God wait for sinners? Is it
that they may continue to insult him?
No; he waits for them that they may
renounce sin, and that thus he may
have pity on them, and forgive them.
“Therefore the Lord waiteth, that he
may have mercy on you” (Isa., XXX.1 8)

But when he sees that the time which
he gave them to weep over their past
iniquities is spent in multiplying their
sins, he begins to inflict chastise-
ment, and he cuts them off in the
state of sin, that, by dying, they may
cease to offend him.
O common illusion of so many
damned Christians! We seldom find a
sinner so abandoned to despair, as to
say: I will damn myself.  Christians
sin, and endeavour to save their
souls.  They say: God is merciful; I
will commit this sin and will after-
wards confess it. Behold the illusion,
or rather the snare, by which Satan
draws so many souls to Hell. Commit
sin, he says, and confess it after-
wards.

But listen to what the Lord says: “And
say not: the mercy of the Lord is
great; he will have mercy on the mul-
titude of my sins” (Eccl., v.6)
Why does he tell you not to say that
the mercy of God is great?  Attend to
the words in the following verse: “For
mercy and wrath quickly come from
him, and his wrath looketh upon sin-
ners” (ibid., verse 7)

There are some who
will not believe that
there is a Hell until

they fall into it.
The mercy of God is different from
the acts of his mercy; the former is
infinite, the latter are finite. God is
merciful but he is also just. St Basil
says that sinners only consider God
as merciful and ready to pardon, but
not as just and prepared to inflict pun-
ishment.
God is just, and, being just, he must
punish the ungrateful. Father John
Avila used to say that to bear with
those who avail themselves of the
mercy of God to offend him, would
not be mercy, but a want of justice.
Mercy, as the divine mother said, is
promised to those who fear, and not
to those who insult the Lord: “And his
mercy to them that fear him” (Luke
i.50).

Some rash sinners will say: God has
hitherto shown me so many mercies;
why should he not hereafter treat me
with the same mercy?  I answer: he
will show you mercy if you wish to
change your life; but if you intend to
continue to offend him, he tells you
that he will take vengeance on your
sins by casting you into Hell.
“Revenge is mine, and I will repay
them in due time...” (Deut. xxxii. 35)

O God! There are some who will not
believe that there is a Hell until they
fall into it. Can you, beloved Chris-
tians, complain of the mercies of God,
after he has shown you so many mer-
cies by waiting for you so long? God
has had so much patience with you;
and he now calls you again. If, after
all this, he shall send you to Hell, will
he do you any wrong? “What is
there”, he will say, “that I ought to do

more for my vineyard,that I have not
done  to it?” (Isa., v.4)

St Bernard says that the confidence
which sinners have in God’s good-
ness, when they commit sin, procures
for them, not a blessing, but a male-
diction from the Lord. O deceitful
hope, which sends so many Chris-
tians to Hell! They do not hope for the
pardon of the sins of which they re-
pent; but they hope that though they
continue to commit sin, God will have
mercy upon them; and thus they
make the mercy of God serve as a
motive for continuing to offend him. O
accursed hope!  Hope which is an
abomination to the Lord! (Job xi.20)

O deceitful hope, which sends
so many Christians to Hell!

Brethren, I entreat you to give a
glance at all the bygone years of your
life. By this sermon God has today
given you a new call. He appears to
me to say to you: “What is there that I
ought to do to my vineyard, that I
have not done to it?” (Isa., v.4).
What more ought I to do for you, that I
have not done? What do you say?
Will you give yourselves to God, or
will you continue to offend him?
Consider, says St Augustine, that the
punishment of your sins has been
deferred, not remitted. If you abuse
the divine mercy you  shall be cut off;
vengeance shall soon fall upon you.
What do you wait for? Do you wait till
God sends you to Hell? He will set
before your eyes the graces which he
bestowed upon you, and which you
have despised: these very graces
shall judge and condemn you.
O brethren, resist no longer the calls
of God; tremble lest the call which he
gives you today may be the last call
for you. Go to confession as soon as
possible and make a firm resolution to
change your lives. God will (then ena-
ble)  you to resist temptation and you
shall not fall. I can do all things in him
who strengthens me. (St Paul, Phil., iv.13)

Traditional Mass Centres
(Confessions available)

www.sspx.co.uk
provides links to traditional Mass

centres all over the world.

From Sermons of  St  Alphonsus Liguori
For all the Sundays of the year. Tan Books.

http://www.sspx.co.uk
http://www.sspx.co.uk
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Comparing the new
Sacrament of the Sick
(1973) to the former
sacrament of Last
Rites (1962 Missal)
provides further insights into the No-
vus Ordo mind.

First, the new sacrament has so
many options that possible combina-
tions are 5,376, not counting the in-
structions to the priest to improvise.
The new sacrament of the sick cer-
tainly stretches the definition of ritual.
Nevertheless, we can learn by com-
paring the texts.  Depending on your
choice of the 5,376 options, the new
form has around 485 words, not
counting the Our Father.  The tradi-
tional form has 1,185 words, not
counting the Our Father, seven peni-
tential psalms, and the Litany of the
Saints.

A quick review of the texts shows that
the new sacrament is clearly focused
on this world, while the Traditional
form is focused on the next.

In the Traditional Last Rites, the
priest lays hands on the sick and for-
mally invokes the Holy Trinity, Mary,
Joseph, holy angels, archangels, pa-
triarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs,
confessors, virgins, and all the saints
to stand between the sick person and
the devil. The priest calls on the
whole Church Triumphant to protect
this one poor stricken member of the
Church Militant in this most important
moment for the soul. The new form
does not.

The traditional form references
heaven two times: new form, zero
times.

The traditional form has five referenc-
es to Satan: enemy, son of iniquity,
diabolical, and devil. The new form
has none.  The traditional form re-
minds us that our suffering is not
pointless, using words like chastened
by suffering.  And the traditional form
reminds us that we want to get well
so we can serve God, using the
words, so he may take up his former
duties.  In the new form, suffering is
apparently pointless, and good health
does not attend the purpose of serv-
ing God.

The traditional form implores us to
sanctify and purify ourselves that we

may invoke heaven’s aid. The new
form does not use such explicit
words.

In the traditional form of anointing, the
priest anoints six parts of the body
saying, May the Lord forgive you by
this holy anointing and His most lov-
ing mercy whatever sins you have
committed by the use of your sight
(hearing, sense of smell, sense of
taste and power of speech, sense of
touch, power to walk).  The focus is
on forgiving sins to prepare the soul.

In the new form, the priest anoints
two parts of the body saying, Through
this holy anointing and His most lov-
ing mercy, may the Lord help you by
the grace of the Holy Spirit so that
when you have been freed from your
sins, He may save you and in His
goodness raise you up. This form
suggests that the forgiving comes
later after some other action: when
you have been freed [forgiven?] from
your sins—so what is the efficacy of
the sacrament?

The traditional form makes eight ref-
erences to the home or dwelling of
the sick person. People used to die at
home in the prayerful company of
their loved ones.  The new form
makes zero references to home—but,
the new form does add new referenc-
es to the skills of surgeons and nurs-
es and those dedicated to the care of
the sick.  Secular man has moved
terminal sickness and death out of
the home into institutions, and the
new form reflects this change.  Also,
secular man now holds that funerals
are for the living—not the dead.  The
new form of the sacrament of the sick
seems to have the same sentiment.
The sacrament is more for the conso-
lation of the caregivers than the per-
son who lies dying. The new form is a
kind of palliative sedation, while the
old form is the final battle with the

The new sacrament
of the sick certainly

stretches the
definition of ritual.

forces of the devil to preserve the
soul for paradise.

Daniel Graham is an award-winning
novelist. Some of his books include
Tenebrea Rising, The Politics of
Meaning and The Writing System
Workbook.  His new book, Can do
Writing, is already on the reading
lists for major universities such as
Harvard Business School and
Queens College, Toronto.

Dan’s articles on the Sacraments
have proved so popular that he’s
agreed to complete the series, so
watch out for his masterful
comparisons of the old and new rites
of the remaining Sacraments in
future editions.
www.thewritingsystem.com

In the sickroom:

A table covered with a white cloth
and placed near the sick-bed so as
to be within sight of the sick person
if possible.
On the table, a cross/crucifix and
two lighted candles.
In front of the candles, a small ves-
sel containing holy water and anoth-
er vessel containing clean water for
purifying the priest’s fingers. A glass
of water may also be placed, for the
sick person to drink after receiving
Holy Communion, if able.
For administering the Sacrament
of the Anointing of the Sick
(Extreme Unction = Latin “anointing in ex-
tremis” usually grave illness/danger of
death)

all the above plus:
a dish with either salt or bread (for
the priest to purify his fingers)
a dish with at least six cotton balls
(for the anointing)
near the table, a basin and water for
washing the priest’s hands, and a
towel.

Preparation for Viaticum
(Latin: ‘provisions for the journey’)
Communion of the Sick...

http://www.thewritingsystem.com 
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“freedom” at all to pursue it, because
there is no truth – as Kwasniewski
himself freely acknowledges.

This long digression also contradicts
Kwasniewski’s earlier statement: DH
is about persecution, not about the
link between freedom and truth.
Neither can one posit any freedom or
right to pursue some generic religious
truth in the face of persecution, be-
cause there is simply no such thing as
a generic religious truth. Likewise, one
cannot interpret DH from within a
framework of truth and freedom when
that framework is not there. If it is not
there, it cannot be “presumed.”

Moreover, returning to the incorrect
secularized definition of religious free-
dom as “freedom from persecution,” it
is necessary to add another of DH’s
terrible mistakes, which builds on this
first one: the freedom to pursue error
is a civil right because, although error
has no rights, “the erring person does
have rights.” Kwasniewski attempts to
sidestep this mistake by saying that
“no external agent can force [a per-
son] either to reach that truth or to
renounce his errors.” But nowhere in
DH is found any statement about forc-
ing the truth on anyone. In fact, the
problem of the necessity of truth is not
even considered! DH’s scope, once
again, is persecution – and that per-
spective creates the essence of the
document’s problem, which puts all
religions on an equal footing.

Finally, despite the professor’s herme-
neutical optimism, he also admits the
following:
i) …no…guarantee of Divine Assist-
ance (as in papal infallibility) extends
to inappropriate silence or omission,
ambiguity or vagueness, insufficient
elaboration, and so forth.

This admission alone destroys his ar-
gument about magisterial fidelity,
since DH is characterized by every
one of the adjectives he cites!
ii) By its own admission, [DH] does
not intend to address every aspect of
the problem of religious liberty. [It] is a
practical assessment of and approach
to a current world situation, in which
the Church is often persecuted and
denied her religious freedom.

In reality, DH is a response to the
persecution of false religions as much
as the persecution of the one true
religion. This statement also proves
that DH is about persecution, not
about truth.

iii)  [DH] does not “attempt to resolve
apparent contradictions between”
[Pope Paul VI’s insertion near the be-
ginning] “and other statements that
follow in the document.”

To which one must ask: why were
contradictory statements left in the fi-
nal document? How can a Council
document, John XXIII’s “pastoral” edict
notwithstanding, possibly be doctrinal
if it contradicts itself? “Pay no attention
to that man behind the curtain,” says
Paul VI…
iv) When all is said and done, DH
remains a problematic document if on-
ly because its own scope and method
are left unclear to the reader.

But its scope and method are not left
unclear to the reader! A basic familiar-
ity with the heretical opinions of John
Courtney Murray makes both scope
and method quite clear: the purpose of
DH is to place the Church in a pluralis-
tic social context, not in the context of
protected pre-eminence. And the polit-
ical reality used to leverage that false
perspective is, I repeat, “persecution.”
It is DH’s erroneous clarity, therefore,
not its vague fidelity, which is heresy.

Given that purpose, any examination
of DH “in the light of tradition,” aka the
“hermeneutic of continuity,” can only
lead to one conclusion: rejection, not
“interpretation.”

John Ingram, former Editor of The
Flying Buttress,  lives in Cincinnati,
Ohio and was an invited speaker at
the Catholic Truth Conference: The
Crisis in the Church – Facing the
Truth, in May 2008.  He writes regular
columns in Catholic Truth and is a
prolific contributor to our blog.

Dignitatis Humanae continued from p.6...
contraception, abortion, divorce, and
homosexuality. By reference to letters
I had from or at the request of his
superiors, I wish to demonstrate how
lay people managed to circumvent
that complicity to bring about an end to
the scandal.
First of all, a letter written by Fr
Monaghan, apparently at the request
of Cardinal Gray, was sent to me in
May 1982 following my arrest inside
Cathedral House, Edinburgh where I
had merely played a tape  recording of
this priest to the Cathedral
Administrator (Mgr Grady). In the
recording, along with the female head
of the Brook Advisory Centre in
Edinburgh, Fr Andrew Monaghan
recommended that centre to pregnant
women. Mgr Grady's response was to
have me removed by the police. What
prompted my protest was the fact that
'Fr Andy' was colluding with Brook's
leader in recommending her agency to
pregnant women at a time when the
Pope was due to visit Scotland.  I was
then the Chairman of Edinburgh
S.P.U.C. which explains his final
suggestion:
Dear Mr Colquhoun,
His Eminence Cardinal Gray has
asked me to write to you, to thank you
for the cassette and for the letter... I
personally am disappointed that you
have this view about my counselling
work...  I do not agree with your
assessment of the work of the Brook
Advisory Centre... I can assure you I
have prevented more abortions than
your rather counter-productive work
for SPUC will ever achieve. If you
really wish SPUC to get the support it
deserves from the community, I
suggest you should consider
resigning,  Yours faithfully...
                            Andrew Monaghan.
I duly resigned from SPUC following
pressure from that organisation, but
continued to monitor the programme.
In June 1983, I taped a pregnant
schoolgirl explicitly seeking an
abortion, being urged by 'Andy' (as he
preferred callers to  address him) to
attend the 'Brook Advisory Centre'. I
sent transcripts of this, and  of a young
man being recommended to the
'Brook' for contraceptive advice, to
Cardinal Gray. In his reply the
Cardinal simply denied that Fr
Monaghan was 'approving of the work'
of this centre and claimed  that his
broadcasts had been investigated in
Rome, and that he, the Cardinal, had
sent the documentation to Cardinal

Continued on p.13...

Now that 'Open Line', the
'phone-in run by Fr 'Andy'
Monaghan on Radio
Forth – has closed down
(Phone-in Father gets cut off,
Edinburgh Evening News 12/6/09) it is
worthwhile to determine if any lessons
can be learnt from this affair.
Over many years this priest, with the
complicity of his superiors, gave
advice, on his radio programme, which
did not conform to the Church’s
teaching on such matters as
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Knox, Prefect of the Pontifical Council
for the Family in Rome, and discussed
it with him – and so my accusations
were unfounded  (21/6/83).
But as Fr Brian Harrison (consultator
to the Vatican) was later to reveal: 'the
earlier informal expression of approval
had been made by Cardinal Knox,
who simply never had access to the
really decisive evidence... As soon as
initial complaints reached the Vatican,
it was easy for Fr Monaghan to drum
up floods of letters from his many
admirers. This, combined with
assurances of Fr Monaghan's
rectitude from Cardinal Gray,
persuaded Cardinal Knox to give his
'blessing' to Open Line and to put this
in a letter' ('Scotland's Radio War' The
Wanderer', 13/4/89).  In my view, the
implication of Cardinal Gray's letters,
along with his visit to Rome to 'cover-
up'  Fr Monaghan's activities is that
the latter had a controlling influence
over his superior.
In 1984 I was introduced to the editor
of Approaches, Hamish Fraser, who
undertook to 'write-up' my transcripts
into an 'Open Letter' to help raise
awareness of the scandal, because it
was clear that only by this means
could pressure by brought to bear.
With help I managed to distribute
thousands of pamphlets at a
Charismatic event. Next day the Daily
Record ran an article headlined Agony
Uncle Priest Under Fire ( 28/05/85).
Two days later, Cardinal Gray
announced his retirement – and
named his successor - Fr Keith
O'Brien.
Once consecrated, Archbishop
O’Brien continued the same policy  as
his predecessor, supporting Fr
Monaghan’s radio work.  He wrote to
concerned laymen as follows:   'I can
assure you that Father Andrew
Monaghan in no way compromises
Catholic teaching. His teachings ... on
the programme 'Open Line'  are fully
in accordance with the teachings of
the Church, particularly on sexual
matters. His apostolate on Radio
Forth is such that he is able to impart
Catholic teaching and morality... to a
wider circle of non-believers.'
(28/4/87).
To another he wrote: 'Brook Advisory
Centre has no involvement with
abortion and on Open Line Fr
Monaghan is doing God's work, and
the Pope's.' (quoted in 'Character
Assassination' by Hamish Fraser in
Approaches 93/94 – which dealt with
how I was being maligned as 'mad' by
the Scottish hierarchy).

Providence then stepped it, because
the recipient of that letter, one James
Bogle, had a friend, Fr Brian Harrison,
at the time working in the same
Vatican Department which Cardinal
Gray claimed to have investigated Fr
Monaghan and approved his work.
Soon the successor to Cardinal Knox,
Cardinal Gagnon, re-opened the
investigation, delegating Fr Harrison
to review my taped evidence.

Cardinal Gagnon: please
remove Father Monaghan from
'his scandalous participation in
broadcasting'...
Archbishop
O'Brien (now Cardinal): no!

In a report in 'The Wanderer' he stated
that he had listened extensively to the
tapes, and that 'listening to Open Line
is rather like eating a soft strawberry
sponge cake which happens to be
laced with a few dollops of poison here
and there. Which makes it an
extremely potent instrument for
spreading that poison – acceptance of
homosexuality, premarital sex, and
abortion – among Scottish teenagers'
– and he concluded - ' The crying
scandal is that they are receiving
these weekly lessons in “openness” to
sin with the support of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of St Andrew's
and Edinburgh, and with the
endorsement of  no less a dignitary of
the Supreme Pontiff's personal
representative in Britain' (20/4/89).
In fact what had happened was that
the investigation  had demonstrated
that Fr Monaghan did not adhere to
Catholic teachings, and therefore
Cardinal Gagnon requested his
removal from 'his scandalous
participation in broadcasting'.
Archbishop O'Brien  refused his
request,  and the British press gave
this defiance much publicity. At this
stage the Nuncio – Archbishop
Barbarito - intervened. For, by
proclaiming at the National
Conference of Priests in 1987, that
Fr Monaghan 'doesn't need the
Vatican's permission to broadcast', the
nuncio effectively 'gave him the green
light' to continue, thus thwarting all
Cardinal Gagnon's efforts. Hence Fr
Harrison's accusation that the Pontiff's
personal representative in the UK - the
nuncio - endorsed Fr Monaghan's
radio scandal.
In fact I had been to see the nuncio in
1986, having sent him the evidence –

and was astonished when he
dismissed it as 'anti-clerical nit-
picking'.
With the help of Catholic Truth since
2000 (Issue No.7) this radio priest
scandal has been kept firmly in the
public domain, yet Church authorities
have refused to act to remove this
priest from the airwaves. It has taken
his radio bosses, for, no doubt,
commercial reasons (poor ratings) to
end this scandal. That the lay faithful
were right to object to and campaign
against this  priest's radio show is
unquestionable. in the words of Dom
Gueranger:
'When the shepherd turns wolf, the flock
must first of all take steps to protect itself.
Without doubt, as a general rule, teaching
comes down from the bishops to the faith-
ful, and the latter, being subjects of the
former in the field of faith, do not ordinarily
require to appraise their leaders critically.
But in the treasury of Revelation there are
essential truths concerning which every
Christian is sufficiently well informed, and
which he is obliged to defend, by virtue of
the very fact of his  being a Christian. The
principle is the same whether it concerns
belief or behaviour, morality or dogma... it
can happen that for one reason or another
pastors remain silent under circumstances
when the faith itself is involved.

The truly faithful under such circumstances
are those  whose conduct is inspired by
their Christian Baptism, not the faint-heart-
ed time-servers who, making the specious
excuse that they must obey established
authority, refuse to attack the enemy or
expose his machinations unless they are
given a clear lead, which, under the  cir-
cumstances, it is quite futile to expect.'
(Emphasis added)

Iain Colquhoun is an Edinburgh
trained nurse, now retired and living
in Wales. www.solvesecret.co.uk

Retrospective on a Scandal: the end of the line - Cont’d from p.12

“Karen, you and your friends
do three in bed sessions with
both men and women. (You)
don’t advertise but you get
plenty of work through word of
mouth and the Inland Revenue
are now after you ...I think it’s
important for you to take advice (from) the
Citizen’s Advice Bureau. They’ll help you
through the practicalities. Take care.” (“Fr
Andy” reading out a listener’s request for advice,
Open Line, March 2000).
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Report by the editor...

Fr Doyle has been worrying Catholic
Truth readers in Ireland for quite some
time now, but nobody felt moved to
send us copies of his publication The
Curate’s Diary until fairly recently. Un-
til, in fact, he attacked Fr Gruner, in-
sinuating that he is telling “blatant
untruths” by arguing that the Conse-
cration of Russia has yet to be made
according to Our Lady of Fatima’s
request. In his response, Fr Gruner
robustly put the Rev. Doyle in his
place:

Continuing the series: ‘When Irish Eyes Are NOT Smiling’ from p.4...

As if they don’t have enough on their
plate over there in the Emerald Isle,
what with the child abuse scandals,
their bishops being called to Rome
every five minutes and the struggle we
are all experiencing to find a traditional
Mass.  On top of all that, our poor Irish
brothers and sisters have to contend
with the heterodox Rev. Thaddeus
Doyle...

consecration, again citing the revision-
ist definition of ‘conversion’.
Fr Doyle: As to the consecration of
Russia, Sr Lucia herself explained that
it was Russia as a country as distinct
from the people of Russia; that Russia
as a country was converted from its
gobbling up of the nations around it”.
(Curate’s Diary, Jan 10).

So, Our Lady didn’t promise that the
Russian people would be converted to
the Faith, just that Russia would stop
exerting its political/military power?
Ridiculous! How can any Catholic
priest attribute political and not reli-
gious motives to Our Lady? Beyond
belief. But then, it’s also beyond belief
that  Fr Doyle promotes the diabolical
phenomenon of Medjugorje, which he
does with bells on. Despite exhorting
others to “use the proper procedures”
for discerning a vocation (Curate’s Diary,
Nov 04) Martina, his secretary, told me
in a telephone conversation that he still
believes in the authenticity of Med-
jugorje, despite the statements of the
local Ordinary: “Pope John Paul II had
expressed the wish to go there and if it
was good enough for him, it’s good
enough for Fr Doyle...”
I pointed out that there is no evidence
for this at all (and anyway it would be
irrelevant) and then asked the follow-
ing question: will Fr Doyle continue to
promote Medjugorje despite Bishop
Peric’s instructions not to do so?  She
asked me to email the question to Fr
Doyle, which I did: to date, no reply.
The grace of God is in courtesy.
                                       Hilaire Belloc

Dear Fr Doyle,
You begin by insinuating that I am
telling “blatant untruths” for arguing
that the Consecration of Russia has
yet to be made according to Our Lady
of Fatima’s request.
Your remarks are not based on fact.
That Pope John Paul II’s 1984 conse-
cration of the world to the Immaculate
Heart failed to meet Our Lady’s specif-
ic request that Russia be consecrated
to Her by the Pope in conjunction with
all the bishops of the world, should be
obvious. Indeed, it should be obvious
that since 1984, Russia has not been
converted but has rather gotten  worse
because it has been exposed to fur-
ther decadence by an infusion of cor-
ruption from the west. Abortion rates
are sickeningly high, pornography and
alcoholism are unabated The Catholic
Faith has not been embraced by the
people. Nor (has there been any) sign
of world peace.  (Curate’s Diary, Jan 10).

Fr Doyle replied that he was referring
to Fr Gruner’s denial of the
(revisionist) ‘fact’ that Sr Lucia had
stated that the 1984 consecration of
the world sufficed and that this ‘fact’
was published in Soul magazine.
Clearly, then, Fr Doyle accepts the
well-documented Fatima revisionism
and it is a fact (without the inverted
commas) that Fatima revisionists hate
Fr Gruner. He’ll always be their ene-
my; he knows too much. Fr Doyle
refutes Fr Gruner’s position on the

Ex-Priest / Dissenter
To Lecture Glasgow
Priests & Teachers

St Aloysius Jesuit College, a prestig-
ious private school in Glasgow, has
organised a special study day on 20th
April with the world (in)famous dissent-
er, laicised priest, Professor Thomas
Groome from the Jesuit University,
Boston College, U.S.A. Professor
Groome is scheduled to deliver a lec-
ture to priests, teachers and catechists
on the subject: “To Teach as Jesus
Did: Handing on the Faith in the 21st
Century”.

This study day is “supported” by the
Archdiocese of Glasgow and the Scot-
tish Catholic Education Service.
In the evening Professor Groome will
talk in St. Aloysius’ Church at 7.30 pm
under the title: “What Keeps Us Cath-
olic?” The irony of the title of Profes-
sor Groome’s evening lecture will not
be lost on those who understand his
systematic and very public dissent
from many Church teachings. He is
particularly dedicated to attacking
Catholic teaching on male-only ordi-
nation.
He describes the notorious radical
feminist, Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza
as “a great New Testament scholar of
our time”1 which is like describing Ti-
ger Woods as an expert on marriage.
Incredibly, too, he describes the dissi-
dent Richard McBrien as “A leading
Catholic theologian”2 - a man who
knows less about Catholic theology
than does the Dalai Lama.  Australia’s
Cardinal Pell banned Groome’s books
from being used in Catholic schools
over there in Aussie-land, and forbade
their sale in his churches. No such
concerns here, though, since
Groome’s books, we’re reliably in-
formed, have been on the shelves of
our teacher training college in Glas-
gow for quite some time.
To invite a failed priest to come from
the other end of the world to preach
heresy and dissent to teachers and
priests or to, in any way whatsoever,
“support” his efforts, is unequivocally
outrageous. It is a betrayal of the trust
placed by parents in the Catholic
school system. Ask the Archbishop to
act now to prevent this lecture taking
place. Without delay, please write to:

Archbishop Mario Conti
40 Newlands Road
Glasgow, G43 2JD

1 Thomas Groome: Educating For Life, Thomas More,
    Texas, p.397
2 ibid,  p,410

Ed: Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza has ties with
witchcraft and neo-pagan organizations, and
was featured on a video tape, titled, “Women,
Ritual and Religion”. This tape was shown at
the 1985 annual Women and Spirituality Con-
ference at Mankato University, Minnesota. The
discussions included topics like neo-pagan ritu-
als and magic, the only original sin is sexism,
Jesus was mentioned as only a symbol “some
may want to retain”, the rejection of the Father
in Heaven, the God who is transcendent, in
favour of the pantheistic “goddess within every-
one” and GAIA, the pantheistic, impersonal
EARTH GODDESS. She is infamous. Just
Googling her name brings forth sources/videos
galore.

For more on St Aloysius, see The Path Set
Out By Vatican II, p.l5

Report by the editor...

Sincere thanks to Irish reader,
MacShamrock, who sent the
material which forms the basis of the
above report.
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Let us leave religion in the churches,
synagogues, mosques and temples,
and spend our time making every en-
deavour to live in harmony with one
another. (Extract from a letter ‘Leave reli-
gion out of the political process, The Herald,
24/2/10)

Whether or  not the gentleman who
penned the above letter is a Catholic,
I have no idea.  But I know this: he
could be.  Easily.  May well be.
For, in fact, it is towards this mongrel
religion that we are being led, if we
tread “the path set out by Vatican II”
Archbishop Conti’s words (Shining a
light on Mass celebrations, Scottish Catholic
Observer, 12/2/10).

Similarly, Vatican II has turned Catho-
lic education into a playground for
professors with an anti-Catholic agen-
da such as the Protestant Reformers
could never have imagined (see Ex-
Priest/Dissenter To Lecture Glasgow Priests
& Teachers, p.14).

And when Mr John Stoer, the Head-
master of St Aloysius, the same pres-
tigious Catholic school featured in the
Professor Groome report (p.14) can be
quoted in a national newspaper saying
that “adults needed to avoid the Lady-
bird version of religion/Catholicism”
and“challenge the received wisdom of
Catholics.”(Headmaster regrets loss of
‘Catholic world’, The Scotsman, 22/2/10)
you can bet your Penny Catechism
that “the path set by Vatican II” is in
direct conflict with the path set by
every other Ecumenical Council in his-
tory. Which is, of course, the first clue
for the educated Catholic that the path
set out by Vatican II is leading us in
entirely the wrong direction.

The excellent ‘Ladybird’ series of
books, written for the purpose of edu-
cating very small children, contain in-
formation on every topic under the
sun, beautifully and very simply ex-
plained.  Generations of parents have
used them to teach their pre-school
toddlers. For the Headmaster of St
Aloysius to insult Catholic doctrine
and morals by labelling it ‘Ladybird
religion’ tells us all we need to know
about him - he’s in the wrong job.
In the Scotsman report, Mr Stoer is
quoted: “There’s no doubt that the
Catholic world I was brought up in has
gone.”  But he seems blissfully una-
ware that one of the reasons the
(authentic) Catholic world “is gone” is

because of pseudo-Catholics like him
being allowed undue influence over
pupils and their parents. St Aloysius,
remember, is the home of the disgrace-
ful annual Gonzaga Lectures, which, in
fact, attract large crowds: two of last
year's presentations had to be moved
to the  Church because of their popu-
larity. St Aloysius  is the venue, too, for
the forthcoming visit of the ex-priest
and public dissenter Professor Tom
Groome (see p.14) who daydreams
about the ordination of women priests.
Classic ‘Ladybird’ fiction.

John Stoer’s description of ‘Ladybird’
religion/Catholicism, in favour of his
imagined more enlightened version
which seeks to “challenge the received
wisdom of Catholics” is brazen in the
extreme; it is also self-defeating, short-
sighted and, of course, faithless.
Since John Stoer is Headmaster of a
Catholic school, he should know that
what he refers to as “received wisdom”
is, in fact, divinely revealed truths en-
trusted by Christ to His Church. If Mr
Stoer no longer believes that essential
Catholic truth, then he ought to do the
decent thing and resign.  More to the
point, if prospective pupils  happen,
coincidentally, to be parented by fully
believing, informed Catholics (and
there are still some to be found) then
Mr Stoer’s job is on the line. Indeed,
some of our  readers who are parents
(and some teachers) have just estab-
lished a support group to protect their
children from John Stoer and his think-
a-likes.
Arrogantly, Mr Stoer claims that the
Gonzaga Lectures are a means of
shaking off the  (‘Ladybird’ = childish)
Catholic religion: his intention is “to
challenge the views of parents and
grandparents about the Catholic
world”. This confirms what we already
know about St Aloysius and, indeed,
Catholic schools in general: they are no
longer about passing on the Catholic
Faith but about destroying it.
The Gonzaga Lectures are a hotbed of
dissent and no dissent from the dissent
is permitted. I was literally thrown out
and told not to return to the Gonzaga
Lectures some years ago, for the crime
of, politely, during the question and
answer session, asking a dissenting
nun-speaker if she could explain some

Headmaster of St Aloysius: The
(authentic) Catholic Faith is “gone”
(but in case it’s not completely gone,
come along to the Gonzaga Lectures
and we’ll finish it off for you...)

Talking himself out of a job...

of her statements which flatly contra-
dicted Catholic doctrine. I put it rather
more tactfully than that, but I was not
to be tolerated: with a mocking
“Report me to Rome if you like!” the
Deputy Head, Dan Divers, very pub-
licly threw me out, with the rather
non-inclusive instruction never to re-
turn. (CT Issue No. 19, May 02)

So, no room for me in the big broad
‘Catholicism Light’ Church on offer at
St Aloysius. Tellingly, the Scotsman
report of the Gonzaga Lectures high-
lighted (as “controversial”) the one
occasion on which Bishop Devine up-
held Catholic sexual morality on ho-
mosexuality. Controversial? For a
bishop to preach Catholic morals?
Yet, Mr Stoer did not correct this mis-
apprehension. He merely assured the
Scotsman readership that the Lec-
tures do not seek to offend...
No mention of the real Gonzaga
“controversies” - the fact that the
scandalous radio priest, Fr Andrew
Monaghan (see p.12) has been among
the speakers (4/3/08) or that a whole
host of invited dissenters have ad-
dressed the Gonzaga Glitterati; nope.
Just that, for the crime of upholding
Catholic sexual morality, Bishop De-
vine was pilloried in the local media
with - take note - only one voice raised
in his defence in newspapers and on
local Radio Scotland: the “strident”
voice of Catholic Truth.

Canon 750 – § 1. Those things are to be
believed by divine and catholic faith
which are contained in the word of God
as it has been written or handed down by
tradition, that is, in the single deposit of
faith entrusted to the Church, and which
are at the same time proposed as divine-
ly revealed either by the solemn Magiste-
rium of the Church, or by its ordinary and
universal Magisterium, which in fact is
manifested by the common adherence of
Christ’s faithful under the guidance of the
sacred Magisterium. All are therefore
bound to avoid any contrary doctrines.

§ 2. Furthermore, each and everything
set forth definitively by the Magisterium of
the Church regarding teaching on faith
and morals must be firmly accepted and
held; namely, those things required for
the holy keeping and faithful exposition of
the deposit of faith; therefore, anyone
who rejects propositions which are to be
held definitively sets himself against the
teaching of the Catholic Church (Pope
John Paul II: Ad Tuendam Fidem - To Pro-
tect the Faith)

‘Ladybird’ Religion...
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Cardinal O’Brien has revealed in a
BBC interview that he spoke to Scot-
tish Labour leader Iain Gray about his
displeasure at the way church leaders'
views had been "ignored." He asked:
“Are we going to continue to observe
the Christian values which we've ob-
served for centuries or ignore them
completely and slide into another
abyss?” He added: "I said to Iain Gray
'I hope when the Pope does come he'll
be very strong in what he says to you'.
In fact the words I used were 'I hope
he gives you Hell for what has hap-
pened over the past ten years'."
(BBC TV, Reporting Scotland, 24/2/10)

Now, there’s a coincidence. That's ex-
actly what I’ve been hoping the Pope
will do when he gets here - except,
we’d like him to give the bishops ‘Hell’
for what they’ve not been doing these
past fifty years: their episcopal duty on
a whole range of matters.
Of course, Pope Benedict’s problem
would be knowing where to start. So,
we’ll imagine we’re having a celebra-
tory (of Vatican II, of course) meal with
him; let’s see if we can help him by
citing the Scots bishops’ utter disre-
gard (if not contempt) for the very
Christian values they expect the Gov-
ernment to promote.
Here’s an appetizer: what about Bish-
op Philip Tartaglia’s warning against
un-named “militant ultra-traditional
groups” - later ‘group’ (Scottish Catholic
Observer 7/2/10) whose “strident voice” -
Archbishop Conti later remarked - is
“upsetting to those who seek to follow
the path set out for us in the docu-
ments of the (Second Vatican) Council
and in the instructions which over the
years have consistently followed
them.” (Scottish Catholic Observer, 12/2/10)

Why do Bishops Tartaglia and Conti
disregard the fact that the Church on
earth is, by definition, “militant”1? .

Though essentially a spiritual battle
within ourselves against the tempta-
tion to sin, Christian militancy is also a
reference to the battle against false
teaching. Numerous exhortations in
the letters of the first Christian mis-
sionaries testify to this truth. The
Apostle, St Jude, for example, exhorts
us to stand up for the Faith against
false teaching and he uses ‘strong
epithets and similes’ to denounce her-
etics. (cf Introduction to the Catholic Epistle
of St Jude the  Apostles, Douay Rheims
Bible)

You’d like another wee appetizer?
Well, what about the bishops’ failure to
implement Vatican instructions - e.g.
in the matter of the continuing use of
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion and other liturgical abuses not
to mention their defiant refusal to com-
ply with either the letter or the spirit of
Summorum Pontificum. Let’s pass
over all of this in near silence and do
no more than simply remind the Pope
of his own words about ordinary Cath-
olics like ourselves: “Today, having a
clear faith based on the Creed of the
Church is often labelled as fundamen-
talism. Whereas relativism, that is, let-
ting oneself be "tossed here and there,
carried about by every wind of doc-
trine", seems the only attitude that can
cope with modern times.”
(Cardinal Ratzinger, Dean of the College of
Cardinals, 18/4/05)

So much for the appetizers. Here’s the
main course: how can Cardinal
O’Brien ask the Pope to tick off the
politicians for not legislating in accord-
ance with Christian values, when he
flouts Christian values himself? “If
there happens to be a gay teacher and
he does happen to be living with a
partner, that’s their personal, private
life.  I don’t see it as a problem.”
(O’Brien insists gay teachers will not  be
banned from Catholic Schools, The Scots-
man, 28/03/05).

And shouldn’t the Pope be giving the
Scots bishops a roasting for not direct-
ing their ire at priests and laity who are
undermining and openly denying the
truths of the Faith in publications, even
using Catholic premises to spread
heresy, in writing and orally?2

Shouldn’t the Pope query, too, why the
bishops are warning the faithful about
“militant ultra-traditional group(s)” but
not militant “gay” rights activists like
ex-priest Martin Pendergast, who reg-
ularly writes poisonous attacks on
Catholic sexual morality in the Catho-
lic press? For example, in a letter to
The Tablet 20/2/10, he not only pro-
motes the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual &
Transgender lifestyles, but argues that
the Church’s teaching is rooted in
“human experience” (i.e. these very
lifestyles) and is not, as the Church
claims, divinely revealed by God.
Thus, the theory goes, Church teach-
ing can change and, hey presto, it’s
not just “cool” to be “gay” it’s positively
freezing.  On the same letters page,

Cardinal O’Brien:
‘gay’ teachers with partners

in Catholic schools? No problem.

a priest of Downside Abbey, Dom Se-
bastian Moore, continues the dissent,
claiming that, in its acceptance of ho-
mosexuality, “the Government is more
enlightened than the Church.” (Letters,
The Tablet 20/2/10). Meanwhile, north of
the border, Fr Terence Friel  (retired,
Glasgow) in a letter to the Scottish
Catholic Observer, 19/2/10, agrees
with the spokesman for the Archbish-
op of Glasgow, Ronnie Convery who,
in a letter published in the SCO the
previous week, denied the doctrine
extra Ecclesiam nulla salus - outside
the Church there is no salvation. (SCO
5/2/10). It goes without saying that
these men penned their dissent in the
full knowledge that they were speak-
ing the mind of the UK bishops - every
last one of them.
And now for dessert: we’d expect the
Pontiff to ask why the bishops never
condemn cohabitation and contracep-
tion, allow explicit sex-education in
Catholic schools and are regularly ad-
vertising in the diocesan media outlets
for lay chaplains. Not allowed. The
Pope ought, too, to ask why the phe-
nomenon of Medjugorje is being wide-
ly promoted across Scotland. The list
is endless. But Pope Benedict should
be in no doubt that, if he fails to give
the Scots bishops ‘Hell’ for their lack of
good stewardship of the local church-
es,  then, as one of our bloggers ob-
served, Hell is exactly where many
souls will end up.
On 24/4/05, in his inaugural address,
the new Pope Benedict XVI said: “At
this moment there is no need for me to
present a program of governance.”
Well, Holy Father, given the persistent
and well-documented failure of our
bishops to uphold Christian values
and to obey both Canon Law and Vati-
can Instructions, there is now.
1 The Church Militant is all the  faithful on
earth; the Church Suffering is the souls in Pur-
gatory. All the saints in Heaven constitute the
Church Triumphant. This ‘Communion of
Saints’ is the Church.

2 Dissident publications such as The Tablet
and Open House (edited by a Glasgow priest)
are sold in churches and bookshops in Scot-
land. Indeed, articles and letters in the main-
stream Catholic newspapers frequently
express dissent on, among other things, mar-
riage and Catholic sexual morality.
Catholic premises are used on a regular basis
to promote dissent  e.g. ex-priest, dissenter
and public supporter of women’s ordination,
Professor Tom Groome has been  invited to
address priests, teachers and catechists in a
Catholic school in Glasgow on 20/4/10,
“supported” by the Archdiocese of Glasgow
and the Scottish Catholic Education Service.
See pages 14 & 15 for more on this.


