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Papal Visit To UK:
Dignified  Demonstrations

In honour of Our Lady of Fatima
A Huge Success

We’ve had enough of exhortations to be silent!
Cry out with a hundred thousand tongues!

I see that the world is rotten because of silence.

God Bless Our Pope!

Taking the Message of Fatima
to  Glasgow and  Birmingham...
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Continued column 2...

Introduction by the editor...
Complaining about the Papal visit, a
“leading Free Church of Scotland the-
ologian” (an oxymoron if ever there
was one) questioned if Scots were
"suckers for funny costumes, and love
to see old men dressed in ancient
Roman togas?" (Side by Side - The Pope
and John Knox, Scotsman 26/7/10.)

Insulting as this remark is, we do find
some  Catholic “suckers” with equally
wonky views - like historian Professor
Tom Devine, who has described the
lack of recognition of the 450th anni-
versary of the Protestant Reformation
(which, remember, split Christendom
right down the middle with very seri-
ous consequences for souls) as
"scandalous" (ibid.)

So, it was left to layman, Peter Mackin,
to raise the alarm about the inclusion
of Protestant Reformer, John Knox in
the papal pageant/procession. He
wrote to each of the Scots Bishops.
See his letter opposite followed by the
four episcopal replies received, at time
of going to press.1

1 Cardinal O’Brien wrote, only to say that he’d
passed on Mr Mackin’s letter to his diocesan
Bishop, Philip Tartaglia of Paisley, who, despite,
therefore, presumably reading it twice, has not
replied.

Layman’s Letter To All Scots Bishops, 20 July, 2010
I write to you today to express my
concern regarding the plans for the
papal procession through Edinburgh
when the Holy Father visits Scotland
in September. I understand that a
pageant of historical Scottish figures
will accompany Pope Benedict.  I am
horrified that the Protestant reformer,
John Knox, will be included in this
pageant.
From a Catholic point of view, John
Knox was a hideous figure who did his
best to destroy the Catholic Church in
this country.  Knox, along with the
other reformers, did his utmost to de-
stroy Scotland’s Catholic heritage.
Furthermore, it makes sense that
John Knox himself would have been
opposed to his inclusion in this event,
given his hatred of the papacy.  Knox
wrote to abolish "that tyranny which
the pope himself has for so many ages
exercised over the church" and that
the pope should be recognized as "the
very antichrist, and son of perdition, of
whom Paul speaks."  Taken from The
Zurich Letters, pg. 199 by John Knox.

The Second Vatican Council stated
that the Mass is the “source and sum-
mit of the Christian life”.  John Knox
disagreed.  Summoned to defend him-
self before the Council of the North,
Knox declaimed, "All worshipping,
honouring, or service invented by the
brain of man in the religion of God
without his own express command-
ment is idolatry. The mass is invented
by the brain of man, without any com-
mandment of God. Therefore it is idol-
atry."
The Reformation was a tragic event
that does not merit celebration.  There-
fore, I find it extremely worrying that
the anti-Catholic and divisive figure of
John Knox should be included in an
event celebrating the Holy Father’s
visit to this land.  I urge that the Bish-
ops of Scotland reconsider his inclu-
sion.
I look forward to hearing from you.
In Christ,
Peter Mackin, Renfrewshire

Continued on p.3...

Ed: Bishop Cunningham, the Nazi holocaust took place but
can you imagine the kind of stramash that would result in the
media if the German bishops included a figure of Hitler in any
similar papal procession?

Ed: Bishop Toal, “those who
shaped the Protestant
tradition” as you put it, were
apostate priests, so you’re
right: we don’t agree that this
is a good way to proceed.
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Protestantising the Papal Visit Continued from p.2

Bishop Logan, Dunkeld wrote...

Thank you for your letter of 25th July regarding the
plans for the papal procession through Edinburgh
when the Holy Father visits Scotland in September.
I shall bring your comments to the notice of those who
are organising the procession.  Yours sincerely in
Christ,  + Vincent Logan
Ed: note, Bishop Logan fails to express any personal
view on the issue. “I shall bring your comments to the notice
of those who are organising the procession” not, “WOW,
thanks for this, I’ll get on to those organisers and tell them to
put an end of this crazy idea.” Tails wagging dogs all over the
place, in the sure and certain knowledge that, if he ever did
contact “the organisers” on the subject, said “organisers”
would do sweet nothing.

...I note your consider-
able distress at the

Bishop Moran,
Aberdeen wrote...

suggestion that John Knox be includ-
ed in the pageant of historical Scottish
figures when the Pope travels through
Edinburgh next month.
Ed: Mr Mackin’s letter began: "I write to
you today to express my concern..." - em-
phasis added by me to highlight the fact
that this gentleman did not write “in consid-
erable distress.” The implication is that
here we have a nutcase who can’t control
his emotions. (Some might add, a bit like
Bishop Moran himself when he learnt that
two of the Transalpine priests had ar-
ranged to offer the Traditional Latin Mass
in St Magnus’ Cathedral in Kirkwall - he
went to some considerable lengths to stop
the Mass. Yes, some might say that, but I
couldn’t possibly comment - see Bishop of
Aberdeen Blocks Traditional Latin Mass,
Catholic Truth blog - in any case, we’re all
entitled to be distressed, and considerably
so, about the scandal of portraying the
architect of the Reformation schism in
Scotland as some kind of historic hero.

While I am not sure whether his inclu-
sion will apply approval, or simply rec-
ognition of his undeniable influence
(for good or ill) in Scotland's religious
history,  I shall bring the matter to the
attention of the meeting of the Bish-
ops' Conference in early September.
Ed: well, here’s how The Scotsman re-
ported what the Bishops’ official spokes-
man said on the matter: “Peter Kearney,
spokesman for the Catholic Church in
Scotland, told The Scotsman that Knox
was an "important" figure in Scottish Chris-
tian history.  He said: "The underlying
theme behind the event is a celebration of
unity, and recognising Scotland's shared
Christian heritage. We have a shared
Christian history and we are celebrating
that." (Side by side ... the Pope and John
Knox, Scotsman, 26 July, 2010,)  Sounds
pretty “approving” to moi...

Thank you for bringing your concern to
my attention in such clearly stated
terms.' End.
Ed: note: throughout, Bishop Moran
avoids expressing his own opinion.

The Editor Concludes...
As Mr Mackin points out in his excellent letter to the Bishops (p.2), John Knox him-
self would object to being included in the papal procession, to put it mildly. In any
case, the idea that such gestures help to “improve relationships” with other eccle-
sial communities, is a moot point, because it is not the Church’s mission to assume
the role of a kind of institutional Oprah Winfrey, but to preach the fullness of the
Christian Faith, found only within the Catholic Church and to win our separated
brothers and sisters back to the fold.  Simple.  Un-ecumenical - but simple.

Enjoy these “farewell” comments from our blog
which closed to comments on 30 June 2010 -
that is, at midnight, at the end of the Feast of SS
Peter & Paul.  It remains open to read and
reports/articles are still posted from time to time.

I am sorry to hear that the blog is closing. I have been an avid reader of the blog
(and the Newsletter, for that matter) right from the outset, becoming an occa-
sional contributor only quite recently At its height, the blog was tremendously
influential. I can remember more than one clerical dinner at which its contents
were hotly debated and, more often than not, loudly praised. highlandpriest

Well, on this the last day of the Cath-
olic Truth blog, I wish you all a bless-
ed feast of Ss Peter & Paul, and want
to take this opportunity to thank Edi-
tor and the Catholic Truth team for
starting the blog and for keeping it
going this long. The blogosphere will
be impoverished without it. God
bless Kevin1

...a fond farewell for now to all the
bloggers whose company I have en-
joyed and valued more than I can say.
You have all taught me so much and
supported me in my faith in these
difficult times. I will keep all of you in
my prayers. Naomi

I’m sad the ongoing discussions are
closing down although I concur with
Editor’s reasons. The blog will be
available as a great source of teach-
ing on many subjects, Deo Gratias.
The current (July) Newsletter is stu-
pendous. I just cannot understand
HOW the Bishops get away with their
wayward ways. Never mind: there
WILL be Judgement Day. That’s an-
other thing: when I have doubts, ill
feelings etc., I usually think of Judge-
ment Day and that puts everything in
perspective. Why doesn’t it do just
that for them?
Never mind, I’ll now have more time to
go partying. Adieu, blog!
semperfidelis

It’s sad that the blog is ending but I’m
grateful that it has drawn my atten-
tion to things I might otherwise not
have been aware of... Augustine

Thank you Catholic Truth for all your
work and inspiration in helping us to
keep on the watch for the enemy in
the camp. God Bless you always...
Louise

‘Bye. You are doing a great job.
Michael

I just heard you were closing down.
I’m sorry to hear that... I’ll keep an eye
on your site because it is marvellous!
catherine

We recommend joining in the discussions on the Catholic Herald blog, where the system allows bloggers to reply to a particular
comment - no need to engage with everyone. Also, importantly, the comments are not moderated prior to posting so you needn’t
worry about unjust or subjective censorship. Visit www.catholicherald.co.uk and select Comment & Blogs...

Notice...

Continued top of column 2...

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/


44

As soon as the Pope’s 2010 visit to Scotland was confirmed, we knew we had
to use the occasion to good effect. We wrote letters to readers which we
enclosed in our May and July 2010 editions, asking for volunteers to partici-
pate in a “dignified demonstration” to highlight the crisis in the Church, so that
the Pope’s visit did not pass off as a merely diplomatic event. In the beginning,
our plans were sketchy. Soon, though, it became clear that we ought to look
at ways to promote the message of Fatima (which IS to highlight the crisis in
the Church) simply as a group of Catholic faithful. Thus, we would garner
support from as many others as possible, bearing in mind that many people
hate Catholic Truth. Thus, we organised a couple of meetings in Glasgow on
26th June and 4th September respectively, to share ideas and make detailed
plans, declining suggestions from the floor that we make sure that “Catholic
Truth” was writ large on any material we produced. We wanted to emphasise
that this was a case of the Catholic Truth team and readership joining with a
band of the faithful to spread the message of Fatima.  In the event, those laity
who stay away from our conferences and activities on the grounds that they
don’t want to be associated with Catholic Truth stayed away anyway, so we’ve
nailed that lie. In future, you can take us or leave us. We are now firmly of the
view that those who are not for us, are against us. Or should that be “agin”...
Originally, we’d hoped to greet the Pope as he emerged from the motorway,
with our placards (in German* and English) asking him to consecrate Russia
to Our Lady, and to help us here in the de facto schismatic Church in the UK,
but this, Plan A, did not materialise. We’d made contact with the Chief
Superintendent in charge of the Glasgow visit to seek his advice and he was
most helpful. However, nobody, he said, would be allowed to see the Pope
coming off the motorway, and he would be using the Popemobile only inside
Bellahouston Park. We’d already decided not to attend the Mass in Bellahou-
ston Park. That the Pope would not see our placards in Glasgow, was, of
course, a disappointment, but we simply moved on to Plan B, which was to
raise awareness among the faithful en route to the papal Mass,  of the urgency
of the Fatima Message and the consecration of Russia. (*Thanks to Christina
Hartley of Liverpool, who was inspired to suggest placards in the Pope’s native tongue.)

Thankfully, the police chief discerned immediately that we did not fall into the
category of  “protesters” and he agreed to make provision for us to take our
placards and leaflets to Dumbreck Road, close to Bellahouston Park, where
many pilgrims would be arriving on buses, and from where they would walk to
the venue. Protesters were elsewhere, in a fenced off area.
In our 40-strong group, we had Fatima devotees from  England, Ireland, and
not so sunny  Aberdeen.  One lady, Vera, a Brazilian woman, resident in Paris,
France, had booked her flight to come, but when her husband was taken into
hospital for a major operation scheduled for the 16th September, she had no
option but to cancel her trip.  However, she re-booked her flight  to arrive a
couple of days before the papal visit, in order to hand over, in person, some

large placards, with pleas to the Pope to consecrate
Russia, written in French, Italian and Portuguese.
Vera also  brought  colourful  flags of various nations
and neckerchiefs in the papal colour, yellow, which
she’d sewn for us to wear, to identify  us as a group
of faithful who love both Church and Papacy.
Vera went to all this  trouble, notwithstanding her
stressful personal situation, as a result of her
husband’s impending major operation. Would the
“I’ve married a wife/bought oxen” brigade, please
take note.  Vera’s personal effort - and the effort
of all those who travelled from other countries to
work with us on that day  - stands in stark contrast
to the pitiful excuses made by those who wouldn’t
even make the journey across the city of Glasgow

let alone travel from further afield in Scotland to participate.

Report & Comment by the editor... Well, we didn’t miss them. We had a
wonderful day, with young and not so
young working to spread the Message
of Fatima. Catholics ranging in age
from five years right through to those
who are wondering if their state pen-
sions will see them through the current
financial crisis, all took the message of
Fatima, very simply explained on little
cards donated by the Fatima Centre in
Canada, to the  pilgrims en route to the
papal Mass in Glasgow, as our contri-
bution to the success - in spiritual and
religious terms - of Pope Benedict’s
visit to  Scotland.

Pilgrims queued up to collect our
cards, and we chatted briefly with
many to encourage them to visit the
Fatima website and to write to the
Pope to consecrate Russia (if, that is,
they didn’t get the chance to speak to
him today!)
We tried to motivate the youngsters
who came along by telling them about
the miracle of the sun, and urging
them to “Get Googling Fatima” while
parents listened, smiled and nodded.
Afterwards, we socialised with our vis-
itors from abroad and, I’m told, a good
time was had by all. Sincere thanks to
those who participated in what was,
everyone agreed, a truly wonderful
event. “We’re part of history, today”
said one visitor from overseas. Amen
to that.
Sincere thanks to Strathclyde Police.
I have written, in praise, to the Chief
Constable. One of our visitors from Ire-
land said he’d participated in pro-life
events all over the world and had never
met with such helpful, courteous officers.
God bless them, one and all!
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effort to raise awareness of the link
between the terrible state of the
Church today and the Fatima prophe-
cies. Most seemed genuinely interest-
ed and took our little cards. One man
refused, claiming to be “a Catholic who
doesn’t DO religion.”  There’s always
one.

At last, the Popemobile came into
view. Very, very naughtily, I’d diso-
beyed the Gospel injunction to take the
last place, and had positioned myself
first in the line of our placard-bearers.
As the Popemobile crawled along, and
the Pope persisted in blessing the
crowds opposite us, we petitioned Our
Lady to make him look our way.  Slow-
ly, he turned and looked directly at the
poster, in German, pleading with him
to consecrate Russia to Our Lady,
which I was holding. The Birmingham

Our disappointment that the Pope did
not see our placards in Glasgow, was
soon over-taken by our joy at the pros-
pect that he would see them in Bir-
mingham. Reports that the faithful
would be allowed to line the streets in
that fair city, led us to ring the Police
Inspector in charge of the event there,
and he, like his opposite number in
Glasgow, proved to be most helpful.
He assured us that he would place us
at a site where the Pope would see
our Fatima placards and so a group of
five Scots booked train tickets and
hotel accommodation In Hagley Road,
a few steps from where the Pope
would arrive at the Birmingham Orato-
ry. Four English readers and a local
gentleman passer-by joined us for this
second Fatima promotion of the papal
visit.
After Traditional Latin Mass in the
beautiful Birmingham Oratory, we
speed-breakfasted at our hotel and
then raced to secure our front line
places opposite the Oratory, some
hours before the Pope was due to
arrive. We were taking no chances!
Police and people asked what our
German posters said which allowed
us to explain about Fatima and the
long-awaited consecration of Russia.
We’d decided not to take the “UK
Church in Schism” posters, which we
came to deeply regret. See p.16 for
more on that misguided decision.
During the hours preceding the Pope’s
arrival, we engaged in conversations
with young and not so young, in an

Had one of those sudden flashes that puts everything together. We were meeting at our church
to prepare for the Pope`s visit by reading boring material from the Bishops Conference.

On the last day we had all the talk about the common good, giving to the poor, etc. I mentioned
that there was also spiritual hunger and we had been denying this to our young people who were
suffering because of the neglect. "We cannot do anything about that" said the priest.

I knew immediately what he was talking about. In our little group we were all just basking in the
love of God as he put it. I did ask if we had any obligations to Him. "NO, no just let us experience
his love". "Of course", I thought "That is what we all do in church just sit there as a community
and experience the love of God. There is no responsibility, no need for religion just ‘faith.’
Everyone is welcome whatever their beliefs to just sit and experience God.

Of course you cannot have this wonderful broad church and teach the Catholic faith in our
schools. If the vast majority do not come to Church. If the vast majority suffer sex abuse, sexually
transmitted diseases, find themselves pregnant and single, with the prospect of abortion, we
cannot do anything about that. We must not allow anything to interfere with basking in “the love
of God."

The poor priest is of course doing his Catholic bit this week in order to keep Catholics happy,
(when the Pope comes); he will probably be meeting with those who once sat in the Church and
declared they did not need the Pope. His job you see is to make everyone happy. And to (heck)
with the young "WE cannot do anything about that.” John Kearney, Basingstoke, Hampsire.

lady standing beside me whispered:
“he’s reading your poster! I think the
German caught his eye!”
The Popemobile crawled forward and
the Pope’s eyes fixed on the rest of
the posters, all asking for the conse-
cration of Russia. I replied to my
neighbour that I, too, was sure he’d
read my poster and the police officer
stationed in front of us turned and
said “he definitely read your poster.”
Monica Faulkner, from Birkenhead,
noticed that the Pope studied, not
only her placard, but each one of the
placards lining that part of his route.
She added: “...the Pope’s already
smiling eyes, lit up even more in rec-
ognition of these messages specifi-
cally for him.”
The Popemobile stopped briefly just
across from us, and a (presumably)
security man  jumped out, at which
point the Pope leaned forward to
speak to Archbishop Longley (of Bir-
mingham). Unconfirmed reports claim
that the Holy Father asked for the the
group holding the placards to be sent,
all expenses paid, to see him in the
Vatican, at the earliest opportunity.
Signed: Sister Walter Mitty...

Sincere thanks to the West Midlands
Police. I have written to the Chief Con-
stable to praise his officers, who, like the
Strathclyde police, showed courtesy and
good humour throughout our event. God
bless each one.
Sincere thanks too, to all who partici-
pated, at very short notice, in the trip to
Birmingham, which, we all agreed, was
a marvellous and very worthwhile event.

Report & Comment by the editor...
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J.M.J.

May 31,
2010 August
24, 2010

Reverend Father Thaddeus Doyle
Curate's Diary
House of Mision
Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Republic of Ireland

Dear Father Doyle:

 I see that you have published in your "Curate's Diary" certain edited portions of my letter to you objecting to your
false accusations in an earlier issue of the "Curate's Diary" that I have published "blatant untruths" concerning the
Consecration of Russia and that I "failed to turn up" for an appointment with Sister Lucia at her convent in Coimbra in
1992.
 The publication of only parts of my letter with no indication to your readers that you edited it substantially, cutting
out key points, is bad enough.  But, far worse, you have repeated and even amplified the falsehood that I "failed to turn
up" for the meeting with Sister Lucia, even though I referred you to Chapter 11 of the free online edition of Fatima Priest,
which explains in detail what really happened.  You need only have gone to URL I provided to read the truth of the matter.
 And the truth is this, Father Doyle:  I did appear at the convent for the interview along with Cardinal Padiyara,
Archbishop Michaelappa, and Father Paul Kramer, only to be advised by a layman, who literally grabbed the Cardinal's
arm to prevent him from entering, that "Sister Lucy is not feeling well" and is unable to receive visitors that day.  Yet, a
half hour later, sister Lucia received Corazon Aquino, the former President of the Philippines.
 As for the car that was "sent to collect [me] from my hotel”, the driver [Evaristo], upon arriving at my hotel, more
than two hours late, told me and my staff that the car he was driving would probably not make it to Coimbra because of
the muffler that was dragging.  Evaristo had received funds from my Apostolate for this repair work several weeks before
but still had not had the job done. Thus, I had to take a taxi to the convent, which did not arrive there until some 25
minutes of our allotted time for meeting with Lucia had elapsed.  But the excuse given for refusing to allow us to see
Lucia was not that we were late (entirely because of Evaristo), but that she was "not feeling well."[In fact, Evaristo going
on his own with the disabled car arrived after I did. Evaristo went inside the convent to make inquiries, he emerged to
tell us that the meeting had been "cancelled."]
 These facts are recounted in Chapter 11 of Fatima Priest, which was readily available to you, Father, had you
been interested in learning the other side of the story. You failed to acquaint yourself with those facts instead, you
repeated your original falsehood and you have compounded the damage to my good name.

Continued on p.7...

In our July 2010 edition, (Issue no. 62)
we published a letter dated 11/11/09
sent by Fr Nicholas Gruner to Irish
priest, Fr Thaddeus Doyle, editor of
an Irish journal entitled The Curate’s
Diary. Fr Doyle did not publish this
letter in full.  Indeed, key parts of
Fr Gruner’s letter were omitted, so
we decided to set the record straight
by publishing it in full in July.
Key parts of my own letter were also
omitted when it eventually made it
into the July 2010 edition of the
‘Diary’. My words were misrepresent-

Introduction by the editor... ed, and Fr Doyle later told his readers
that a teacher had contacted him with
(unflattering) comments about my
poor command of English. I told him I
resembled that remark, because al-
though I did used to get my words
mixed up sometimes, I’m right now all.
In any case,  revenge is sweet: if you
meet someone who reads The
Curate’s Diary, don’t stare, just point
them to our ongoing exposé, please
and thank you.
In this edition, we publish, in full, the
second letter sent to Fr Doyle by
Fr Gruner, dated 8/3/10  (See below.)

Fr Doyle, I’m  sorry to say, is adept
at misleading his readers about Fati-
ma and, unconscionably, he persists
in perpetuating falsehoods about
Fr Gruner.  It is, therefore, imperative
that we set the record straight.
As you will see, Fr Gruner’s letter
below is self-explanatory: crucially,
he exposes the depths to which
those will go who peddle the mani-
fest falsehood that Russia has been
consecrated under the conditions
prescribed by Our Lady.
But, the truth will out.  Read on - and,
please, pray for Fr Doyle.

JMJ
8 March, 2010
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 As for the Consecration of Russia, there can be no question that Lucia consistently maintained for more than
fifty years that Our Lady required specific mention of Russia by the Pope in a public ceremony conducted in unison with
all the Catholic bishops of the world (or at least a moral totality of the episcopate). Her unwavering testimony in this
regard has been published again and again by our apostolate. See, for example,
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr76/cr76pg65.asp, where the key examples of Lucia's testimony are compiled for the
whole world (including you) to read.

 Soul magazine's claim that Lucia's recanted her lifelong testimony has been demolished. See these links for the
information you need to be informed on this issue:
* http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr20/cr20pg09.asp
* http://www.worldenslavementorpeace.com/e10cp4.asp
* http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr22/cr22pg26.asp
* http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr22/cr22pg12.asp

 Finally, there is no basis for the claim that Lucia understood the conversion of Russia to mean being "converted
from gobbling up nations."  When the Mother of God spoke of Russia's conversion she did not mean a regime change
that would still leave Russia in state of moral and spiritual degeneracy that has only worsened since the 1984 ceremony.
Furthermore, even the secular press can see that under Putin and his puppet president, Medvedev, Russia has become
a neo-Stalinist dictatorship in which all political opposition has been crushed.
 It would be little short of blasphemy to call the current state of Russia, which leads all Western nations in the
number of abortions, the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart.  Indeed, as Pope Benedict XVI declared in Israel only a year
ago:  "You promised the three children of Fatima that 'in the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph'. May it be so! May
love triumph over hatred, solidarity over division, and peace over every form of violence!"  The Pope is clearly not
operating under the delusion that Russia has been converted and that the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart has already
taken place.
 Father, the motto of your publication is "The Truth," and in the very issue of the "Curate's Diary" in which you
first attacked me is your own question (on p. 3): "Where stories have a potential to cause hurt to others, either directly
to their good name or through creating a climate of opinion in which there is general spiritual hurt, to what extent do we
double check our facts before speaking or writing?"  Sad to say, it appears that you have not adhered to your own
professed standard of journalism in writing against me.
 Your masthead also declares: "The Curate's Diary is dedicated to 'speaking the truth with love.' (Eph 4:15)." If
you believe in your own mission statement, I trust you will repair the damage you have inflicted on my good name and,
infinitely more important, on the cause of Our Lady of Fatima. You can do so by, at the very least, publishing this letter
in its entirety without further adverse comment.  Yours in Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Father Nicholas Gruner, S.T.L.

The Pope recently stated that the
Third Secret of Fatima might refer to
the emergence of paedophilia in the
priesthood.1 However, he had previ-
ously stated that ‘there was nothing to
fear in the Third Secret’! 2  There is a
relevance to all this here in Britain,
where two priests - Fr Anthony Ross
O.P., Chaplain of Edinburgh Universi-
ty and Fr John Breslin of Motherwell,
were responsible for the launch of a
paedophile organisation called Pae-
dophile Information Exchange: P.I.E.
As revealed on my website
www.solvesecret.co.uk in 1972
Fr Ross allowed gay students in an
organisation called ‘Scottish Minorites
Group’ - SMG -  to hold their meetings
in his Chaplaincy. In 1974 they set up

P.I.E. with Fr Breslin, advertising its
launch in the SMG house-journal and
advising new members to apply
through its mail-box, which he held.
Within months P.I.E. was operating on
an international scale.   Later SMG
changed its name to ‘Scottish Homo-
sexual Rights Group’ SHRG but it
retained its links with P.I.E. As SHRG
was being recommended by another
priest, Fr Andrew Monaghan, on his
local radio phone-in, complaints were
made to the Vatican, but the Pope’s
delegate in Britain intervened to allow
him to continue broadcasting. Later
P.I.E. moved its base to London -
where its leaders were jailed for mail-
ing child pornography.3  It is believed
that the restrictive access to the Pope
during his visit to Britain will   protect

him from acknowledging such scan-
dals, as happened in Malta recently
when he was forced to apologise to
their victims.
I am mailing this to the Daily
Star/Express who have run my evi-
dence on PIE previously. I realise this
has hazards for myself, so if they do
run it, it may redound on moi-meme.
Iain Colqhoun, Wales
Ed: I’m a trained detective (well, I read
Agatha Christie) so, worry not.  If they get
you, we’ll track them down.
1 ‘Pope Resurrects Third Secret’ –
www.cfnews.org/b16-3rd-sec.htm
2 ‘Don’t fear Fatima’s Third Secret’ a report on
Cardinal Ratzinger’s statement in Scottish
Catholic Observer, sister-paper to the ‘Catholic
Herald’, 18th October, 1996
3 For further information contact Iain
Colquhoun via www.solvesecret.co.uk

The Third Secret  & The Paedophile Scandals...

Fr Gruner’s letter to Fr Thaddeus Doyle... Continued from p.6

Iain Colquhounwrites...

http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr76/cr76pg65.asp
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr20/cr20pg09.asp
http://www.worldenslavementorpeace.com/e10cp4.asp
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr22/cr22pg26.asp
http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr22/cr22pg12.asp
http://www.solvesecret.co.uk
http://www.cfnews.org/b16-3rd-sec.htm
http://www.cfnews.org/b16-3rd-sec.htm
http://www.solvesecret.co.uk
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The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Sandyford Place
Glasgow, G3 7NB
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

N O T I C E . . .

Deputy Miss McMoneypenny, who dou-
bles as Miss McDogsbody, thanks every-
one who donated to our funds following
the July edition.  Your generosity is much
appreciated. A special word of gratitude
to our regular Standing Order donors.
“Whosoever shall give even a cup of water
in the name of a disciple, shall not lose his
reward”  (Matthew 10:42)

Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Thanks, too, for your prayers for our be-
loved Betty, Miss McMoneypenny, who
was disappointed not to be granted the
healing miracle we’d all prayed so hard to
win. There were, however, other miracles
of grace in evidence during and after her
July pilgrimage to Lourdes, for which we
thank you, our very dear Lady of Lourdes.

The Editor

Just posted your beautiful post card
on the Consecration of Russia to His
holiness Pope Benedict XVI; thanks a
million for enclosing that in the July
edition.
God is surely using Catholic Truth for
His Own Good! What a privilege for
us to be a little part of it; May God
reward and bless you. With love and
appreciation from Ireland. Mary
Wrenne, Co. Cork
My grateful thanks for Catholic Truth -
wonderful!
Here in the Midlands we have no fight
for Fatima. I enjoyed your Fatima Con-
ference in Glasgow last year and have
followed Father Gruner for 30 y ears.
He has been my mentor on the True
Mass, the heresies in the Church and
Our Lady and Fatima. It is vital that the
Consecration is done. Please enrol
me as a helper, to further this cause.
Our parish priest refuses to consider
my request for a Tridentine Rite Mass
on a Sunday to fulfil my obligation as
did Archbishop Nichols of Birmingham
when requested and has also his suc-
cessor, Archbishop Longley. So, you
see the realm of Satan presses on and
only Our Lady can stop it.
Prayers for Miss McMoneypenny.
Margaret Parffrey, Defford, Worcs

Thank you for Issue No. 62 of Catholic
Truth.  CT reminds me of a voice
crying in the wilderness.
Many thanks for printing the prayer of
St Joan of Arc.  I hope it encourages
many readers to pray to her.
I met Fr Doyle, editor of The Curate’s
Diary many years ago in Knock. Fr
Doyle was very impressed with Father
Gerard Dunn’s sermons (Ed: Fr Gerard
Dunn is a Scots Columban Father) Fr Doyle
has changed since then.  It was during
a Knock/Loch Derg pilgrimage. Per-
haps he needs our prayers as we
need his. Mrs Mary Birkett, Blundell-
sands

I had the privilege of writing a few
emails to Catholic Truth  under the
username 'Bradders.' Your bloggers
were very generous as to comment
charitably on my thoughts, even when
they contributed little to the great
thinkers and defenders of the Truth
who write regularly on the CT blog.
Thank you and bless you all at CT for
this. Though I have been unable to
contribute since then, mainly through
illness, I have followed every word on
this wonderful site with undivided at-
tention.  I am sad to learn of your plans
to cease operations, as it were, but
glad that CT will still stand as a light in
the darkness and a witness to Truth.
(I wish we could) get it through to our
bishops that a growing number of
Catholics have now lost all faith in
them and are increasingly turning for
help and encouragement to a remnant
of faithful souls who are alert to the
doctrinal and moral relativism that
threatens to destroy the Church from
within.  The problem today is that the
Catholic laity by and large is moving in
the same rudderless direction as the
bishops. It is only the few heroic Cath-
olics who have the courage to voice
the Truth and hence make the crooked
straight. Brendan Bradley, Ireland

I was amazed to read in the letter you
enclosed with the July edition, that
some people misinterpreted the May
letter as being a call to some kind of
protest against the Pope.  How ridicu-
lous.  We should take every chance to
publicise the state of the Church in
Scotland and the papal visit is an obvi-
ous golden opportunity. Thanks to
Catholic Truth for leading the way.
Anne Wilkinson, North Lanarkshire

Thank you Team for another delight-
ful and inspiring copy of Catholic
Truth.  We are most blest to have you
doing such wonderful research for
us.  I am amazed at your commitment
and your energy for the Gospel.  May
you be showered with blessings.
A Religious Sister, Name Withheld

Thank you for Catholic Truth (July)
and the card to the Pope which I have
completed and sent.
I am unable to participate in the dem-
onstration, but enclose a donation to-
wards expenses. I hope all goes well
with your plans.  Be assured of my
prayers for a successful day.
Patricia Kiefer, Manchester

I like the new style and  look of the
Catholic Truth website it's great!
Michael Addison, Jarrow

Ed: sincere thanks to those who couldn’t
attend our Fatima event on the day of the
Pope’s visit to Glasgow, but donated
funds towards the venture. God bless you!

I think I'll spend the time left before the
Pope's trip to Scotland and England
not reading The Wanderer or Damian
Thompson and just pray the Pope
survives the trip and doesn't collapse
with a broken heart. Viva la Papa!
Mac, USA

Donation enclosed. I am also enclos-
ing a copy of a letter I am sending to
Fr Thady Doyle (Ed: an excellent letter).
Maybe you should not be bothered
arguing with him anymore. Mrs M.
Doyle, Cork, Ireland

I just browsed your website of your
magazine. in simple two words you
have explained  the motto of your
magazine. keeping faith and telling
truth. simple and but more meaningful
words. Good. keep it up.

A Priest, India

I’m glad Catholic Truth has plans to do
something to highlight the crisis in the
Church when the Pope comes.  Other-
wise, the impression (will be given)
that all is well in the Church... Name
Withheld, Ayrshire

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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If you’d like to write to us,
see contact details on p.8.
Please keep letters short to avoid
editing.  Be clear. Be concise.

Whatever happened to UKLifeleague?
Check out these reports about Jim
Dowson’s links with the BNP:
http://www.searchlightmagazine.com/i
ndex.php?link=template&story=322
http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/Jim-
Dowson-A-place-in-the-sun
http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/Jim-
Dowson-Empire
Most pro-lifers I know are Catholic, but
if we're all just 'fenian scum' I suppose
it's ok to extort money from us under
false pretences!
The last UKLL begging letter I foolishly
responded to was one concerning the
Nurses Union. It had been reported in
the media that 'an overwhelming ma-
jority of nursing staff had voted in fa-
vour of assisted suicide'. The bold JD
was 'incensed' about this, he
reckoned the figures had been manip-
ulated and was 'going to get to the
bottom of it'. In order to do this, howev-
er, he of course  'needed funding' -
from gullible suckers like me. This
happened about a year ago and I've
heard  nothing since. I don't expect
ever to  hear any more about this, in
the light of  what I've recently been
finding out.
But this has been the problem all
along - everything done on trust. We
never received any feedback about
how successful these appeals (e.g. for
making a pro-life stand at the Glaston-
bury concerts) had been, how much
money was raised and what it got
spent on. They weren't accountable to
anybody, so nobody ever saw any UK
LifeLeague annual accounts pub-
lished. It was never made known how
much money they raked in - or what
they did with it. They also tended to
be  economical with information, for
example as to why there have been no
more 'Jochebed Awards' ceremonies
since the one I attended in Stirling in
2005. We were led to believe these
lavish affairs were going to be held
every year, but this is something else
that just fizzled out. If these events
proved to be too costly, why not just be
honest about it and say so - instead
of  leaving everybody wondering what
happened. I have this feeling JD's en-
ergies and undoubted business skills
are now being channelled else-
where....
I also have my doubts about another
organisation calling itself 'prolife care'
www.prolifecare.com - I'd never heard

of them before my details were added
to UKLL's mailing list. I received my
latest begging letter from 'pro-life
care' only two  weeks ago. Does
this exist to do what it purports to be
doing - or is it yet another scam?
I am sure JD is well aware of the
allegations being made against him. If
any of these were untrue, he would
surely be up in arms (the volatile char-
acter that he is.) Instead, he is keep-
ing his head down. I think maybe
Donna Watson of the Daily Record is
right about him - he's a 'rent-a-cause'
merchant, who milks it for everything
he can get, then moves on when the
game's a bogey.
He's hoodwinked us all - good and
proper. Patrick McKay, Beds
Ed: I emailed Jim Dowson on 2/8/10 for
his comment, but, at time of going to
press, sad to say, still no reply.

cultural to the doctrinal and moral
teaching of the faith.   This   impacts
greatly upon the attitudes of their chil-
dren within curricular RE, and is often
a source of anger and hostility by
them, and their parents towards ortho-
dox Catholic teaching. In doing so they
undermine the important role that the
Church, along with the Catholic
school, has in developing and encour-
aging, a greater understanding of the
faith formation of their children.
In essence, a substantive majority of
present day Catholics within Scotland
require to be re educated and re-evan-
gelised in relation to their faith.
When the Holy Father comes this year
to Scotland, they will applaud and po-
litely listen to what he has to say re-
garding Catholic orthodoxy, and when
he departs many will resume their own
positions of faith and lifestyle irrespec-
tive of what the Vicar of Christ had to
teach them regarding their well being
and ultimate salvation. A salvation
which carries with it expectations and
responsibilities for us as orthodox
Catholics, irrespective of whether it
may be counter cultural within this
present historical epoch.
I look forward to the day when God's
will, " not man’s" be done here on
earth as it is in Heaven.
Name & Location Withheld
Ed: this RE teacher was insistent that I publish
his name and location. To his eternal credit, he
said that he wanted to “stand up and be count-
ed.”   However, it is likely that he would be
victimised, and it is no exaggeration to say that
his livelihood might be threatened if his identity
is revealed. Since we’re noticeably short of
sound RE teachers, therefore, we are withhold-
ing his identity.

Recent events, such as the former
priest, Thomas Groome being invited
to lecture on religious education to
priests and teachers in Glasgow, (CT
Issue No. 62, July 2010) along with vari-
ous other antecedents, continue to
indicate a significant development of a
much deeper level within the Scottish
Catholic community at large. Some-
thing which has been  in a process of
historical evolution and acceleration
since the Second Vatican Council de-
bates and beyond.
Many Catholics since then and now,
openly advocate and demonstrate a
Protestant psychology in matters of
faith and morals as opposed to a spe-
cifically orthodox Catholic understand-
ing - on the role and nature of
conscience in relation to orthodox
Catholic faith and morals, and its impli-
cations in terms of living out their faith,
along with matters of lifestyle etc.
Sadly, as a teacher of RE, I witness
such an attitude daily amongst many
staff, a great many parents and a size-
able majority of children.
Children sadly, unless they are bless-
ed enough to come from traditional
Catholic parents/families (i.e the first
teachers of the faith) who in turn will
provide them with solid Catholic ortho-
dox faith instruction and faith forma-
tion regarding morality and lifestyle
etc, will remain in a state of error cou-
pled with ignorance.
Furthermore, many so called liberal
parents are   themselves promoting
attitudes and values which are counter

Please allow me to disagree with your
book reviewer, TG Oliver. While I am
an admirer of the writings of Michael
Davies, I don’t think I’d say that his
book “Pope John’s Council” is the
“only authoritative English language
critique” of Vatican II.  There is, also,
the excellent “Rhine Flows into the
Tiber” by Father Ralph Wiltgen, and
the more recent first class book “Iota
Unum: A Study of Changes in the
Catholic Church in the XXth Century
by Romano Amerio, a peritus at the
Council. “Pope John’s Council” is also
excellent but it is not the only authori-
tative book available.
Margaret Smythe, Lanarkshire

See Letters Extra, p. 15
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St John Ogilvie
Feast 10 March

In 1984, just before retiring, the dioc-
esan Bishop of Niigata, Bishop John
Shojiro Ito, in consultation with the
Holy See, wrote a pastoral letter in
which he recognized as being au-
thentically of the Mother of God, the
extraordinary series of events that
had taken place from 1973 to 1981 in
a little lay convent within his diocese,
at Akita, Japan. Cardinal Ratzinger,
now Pope Benedict XVI, in June
1988, approved the Akita events as
"reliable and worthy of belief". In fact
the Philippine ambassador to the
Vatican, in 1998 spoke to Cardinal
Ratzinger about Akita and the Cardi-
nal "personally confirmed to me that
these two messages of Fatima and
Akita are essentially the same."
Hence in Akita we are dealing with a
Church approved intervention of the
Blessed Virgin Mary as sure in this
respect as Lourdes, La Salette, or
Fatima.
Only a few Catholics know of Our
Lady of Akita but the message, like
that of Fatima, is a specific warning of
worldwide chastisement. The chas-
tisement threatened is truly terrible –
far worse than the possibility of anni-
hilation of several nations prophesied
at Fatima. Akita is absolutely consist-
ent with prophecies of Scripture.
The first message received by Sister
Agnes Katsuko Sasagawa on June 6,
1973, was a call for prayer and sacri-
fice for the glory of the Father and
salvation of souls. The second mes-
sage, August 3, 1973, was for prayer,
penance and courageous sacrifices
to soften the Father's anger.
The third message on October 13,
1973, the actual anniversary of the
final visions and miracle of Fatima is
as follows: "As I told you, if men do
not repent and better themselves, the
Father will inflict a terrible punishment
on all humanity. It will be a punish-
ment greater than the deluge, such
as one will never have seen before.
Fire will fall from the sky and will wipe
out a great part of humanity, the good
as well as the bad, sparing neither
priests nor faithful. The survivors will
find themselves so desolate that they
will envy the dead. The only arms

which will remain for you will be the
Rosary and the Sign left by my Son.
Each day, recite the prayers of the
Rosary. With the Rosary, pray for the
Pope, the bishops and the priests. The
work of the devil will infiltrate even into
the Church in such a way that one will
see cardinals opposing cardinals, and
bishops against other bishops. The
priests who venerate me will be
scorned and opposed by their Confr-
eres. The Church and altars will be
vandalized. The Church will be full of
those who accept compromises and
the demon will press many priests and
consecrated souls to leave the service
of the Lord.

Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope
Benedict XVI, in June 1988,
approved the Akita events as
"reliable and worthy of belief"
(and) Cardinal Ratzinger
"personally confirmed that
these two messages of Fatima
and Akita are essentially the
same"

"The demon will rage especially
against souls consecrated to God. The
thought of the loss of so many souls is
the cause of my sadness. If sins in-
crease in number and gravity, there
will no longer be pardon for them."
In his pastoral letter approving the
events of Akita as supernatural, the
Bishop of Niigata said: "After the in-
quiries conducted up to the present
day, one cannot deny the supernatural
character of a series of unexplainable
events relative to the statue of the
Virgin honored at Akita (Diocese of
Niigata). Consequently I authorize that
all of the diocese entrusted to me ven-
erate the Holy Mother of Akita."
Concerning the messages, His Excel-
lency said: "As for the content of the
messages received, it is no way con-
trary to Catholic doctrine or to good
morals. When one thinks of the actual
state of the world, the warning seems
to correspond to it in many points." His
Excellency explained that he had tak-
en eight years to give this judgment
because of the importance and the
responsibility in question.

"The Congregation of the Doctrine for
the Faith has given me directives in
this sense," the Bishop said, "that only
the bishop of the diocese in question
has the power to recognize an event of
this kind."
The events of Akita have been con-
firmed by definite miracles, two of
which are cited by the Bishop in his
pastoral letter. While the warning giv-
en by Our Lady at Akita is terrible, the
message, as the Bishop points out, is
basically a repetition of the Message
of Fatima. Our Lady stressed the im-
portance of praying the Rosary, and
above all of accepting from God what-
ever He may send in the course of
each day . . . whatever suffering . . .
and to offer it up in reparation for so
many sins committed throughout the
world at this time. Our Lady begged
especially for prayers for bishops,
priests, and religious, and for repara-
tion before the Blessed Sacrament.
Our Lady said: "I have prevented the
coming of calamities by offering to the
Father, together with all the victim
souls who console Him, the sufferings
endured by the Son on the Cross, by
His blood and by His very loving Soul.
Prayer, penance, and courageous
sacrifices can appease the anger of
the Father."

 "...only the bishop of the
diocese in question has
the power to recognize an
event of this kind."

   (Ed: that is, alleged
                      apparitions)

To the little religious community where
Our Lady gave the messages, she
asked that it "live in poverty, sanctify
itself and pray in reparation for the
ingratitude and the outrages of so
many men."
The apparitions and events in Akita,
Japan, center around a three foot high
statue of Our Lady with a Japanese
face in the chapel of the Eucharistic
Handmaids of the Sacred Heart.
These supernatural happenings also
involve Sr. Agnes Sasagawa, one of
the Sisters in the convent, to whom
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October: Month of the Holy Rosary...
(Feast Day, 7 October)

The Most Holy Virgin, in these last times in
which we live, has given a new efficacy to the
recitation of the Rosary to such an extent that
there is no problem, no matter how difficult it
is, whether temporal or above all, spiritual in
the personal life of each one of us, of our
families, of the families of the world, or of the
religious communities, or even of the life of
peoples and nations, that cannot be solved
by the Rosary.

There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how
difficult it is, that we cannot resolve by the
prayer of the Rosary. With the Holy Rosary
we will save ourselves, we will sanctify our-
selves, we will console Our Lord and obtain
the salvation of many souls.

Sr Lucia of Fatima

Our Lady gave Her messages. Sister
had been very ill, requiring about 20
operations. When the apparitions be-
gan, she was nearly deaf. On June
12, 1973, when she opened the taber-
nacle for adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, a very strong light came
from it and filled the entire chapel.
This happened for three days. When
Sister asked the other Sisters if they
had seen anything out of the ordinary,
they said no.
This strong light also came from the
tabernacle on the feast of Corpus
Christi. When Sr. Sasagawa told the
Bishop of Akita (who was visiting the
convent on the feast) of this, he ad-
vised her to keep it in her heart. On
the Vigil of the Feast of the Sacred
Heart that same year, Sr. Sasagawa's
guardian angel appeared to her and
asked her to pray the Fatima decade
prayer* after each decade of the Ro-
sary. In 1973 this prayer was not well
known in Japan and Sister had trou-
ble understanding it, but the Sisters
began to recite the prayer and it has
now spread throughout Japan. (* O my
Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the
fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, espe-
cially those who have the most need of Thy
mercy. Amen.)

On the same occasion as the appari-
tion of her guardian angel, a wound in
the form of a cross appeared in the
hollow of Sr. Sasagawa's left hand
and began to bleed. The bleeding
ended on the feast of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. The following Friday,
the wound bled and stopped the next
day. This continued for a month. Sis-
ter's guardian angel later spoke to her
in chapel. Although nearly deaf, she
heard the angel saying: "Pray not only
for yourself, but for the people of all
nations. The world today is wounding
the Sacred Heart of Jesus through so
much sin and ingratitude." After hear-
ing this, Sister heard a voice come
from the statue in the chapel: "My
daughter, you obeyed me very well;
you have renounced everything. This
deafness is a great suffering for you.
Have patience; you will be healed. It
is a trial. Pray in reparation for all
people. Pray much for the Holy Fa-
ther, for the bishops and the priests."
On July 6, 1973, a bleeding wound
appeared on the right hand of the
statue of Our Lady in the chapel. On
other days, the face of the statue
bled. Sister's guardian angel told her:

"This flowing of blood is significant. It
will be shed for the conversion of men
and in reparation for sins. To the devo-
tion to the Sacred Heart add the devo-
tion to the Precious Blood." Other
messages followed. About a month
after seeing the wound in the right
hand of Our Lady's statue, Sr. Sasa-
gawa heard: "My daughter, if you love
Our Lord, listen to me. Many people in
the world grieve Our Lord.

message: "As I said before if mankind
does not repent, the Heavenly Father
will inflict a very serious punishment
on the whole world; a punishment the
likes of which has never happened
before. Many people will perish. Pray
the Rosary often. Only I can prevent
the disaster. Whoever entrusts them-
selves to me will be saved." The statue
continued to weep and other messag-
es followed. Pilgrims came and many
received answers to their prayers.
Then, in 1981, Theresa Chon, who
was suffering from terminal brain can-
cer, was miraculously healed through
the intercession of Our Lady of Akita.
This healing was well documented by
Fr. Joseph Oh of Seoul, S. Korea.
In his pastoral letter, Bishop Ito said
that it would have been difficult to
believe in a message from Our Lady
that is so terrible, unless there was
overwhelming proof that it was indeed
from Her. But he points out that the
terrible chastisement of which Our La-
dy speaks is on the condition: "If men
do not repent and do not better them-
selves . . ." The Bishop added it is a
serious warning, while at the same
time one perceives in it the maternal
love of Our Lady. In Her message
warning the world of the annihilation of
a great part of humanity, She said:
"The thought of the loss of numerous
souls makes me sad."
Taken from an article entitled:  A Terrible Warn-
ing: The Message of Our Lady of Akita (1973 -
1981) available to order from Our Lady of the
Rosary Library, 11721 Hidden Creek Road,
Prospect, KY 40059, www.olrl.org/prophecy/

“The Heavenly Father is
preparing a great punishment

for the world.”

I ask for souls who will console Him,
and who will make reparation. The
Heavenly Father is preparing a great
punishment for the world. Many times
I have tried with my Son to soften the
anger of the Father. I presented to Him
many atoning souls who make repara-
tion by prayers and sacrifices. That is
what I ask of you. Honor poverty. Live
poorly. You must keep your vows,
which are like three nails to nail you to
the Cross – the nails of poverty, chas-
tity, and obedience."
Beginning on September 20, 1973, the
statue began to sweat from the face to
the feet. Tears began to flow down the
face. Also, a very pleasant odor was
felt in the chapel. This happened many
times in the presence of others, includ-
ing the Bishop. In all, the statue wept
a total of 101 times.
On October 13, 1973, Our Lady gave
Sister Sasagawa this serious

http://www.olrl.org/prophecy/
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By John IngramAmerican spellings prevail.

In Part I of this essay, we saw how the
internal enemies of the Church rede-
fined mercy, fear and love, using their
twisted definitions to condemn the tra-
ditional Church as an inhospitable
place characterized by harsh judg-
mentalism. In Part II, we will dismantle
the broader charge of legalism that is
levelled against the traditional Church
– a charge that incorporates those
deceitful misuses of mercy, fear and
love.  We will proceed by properly
defining legalism, seeing how it ap-
plies, and then exposing its false use.
Legalism, correctly defined, refers to
an over-emphasis on laws, codes of
conduct and doctrine, and a rigidly
enforced obedience to those laws,
codes and doctrines. Legalism is
therefore the sign of a hollow faith, a
faith without charity, a mere “tinkling
cymbal.” It is the view that obedience
to law, not humble faith in God's
grace, is the pre-eminent principle of
redemption. This attitude is Pharisaic,
as it describes the false approach to
salvation – salvation by observance -
of the Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes,
Judaizers, and Nicolaitans, which Our
Lord condemns in Matthew 23 when
He pronounces the seven woes upon
them.
Legalism can indeed be properly ap-
plied to the Church in a limited sense,
for it would seem that the Mystical
Body will always contain some poorly
formed clergy who emphasize the
minute particulars of fasting, absti-
nence and mortification, for example,
rather than confession, prayer, medi-
tation and devotion (though in the an-
tinomian post-Conciliar era, such
legalists are as hard to find as a nee-
dle in a haystack). This emphasis is on
stern penitential discipline as an end
in itself, rather than on its goal and
purpose: redemption of our fallen hu-
man nature, holiness, and union with
the Blessed Trinity. The motivation is
fear, human fear, not love of God,
resulting in imbalance and disorder in
the minds and hearts of both clergy
and the laity whom they counsel.
But this legitimate application of legal-
ism is not what the Vatican II revolu-
tionaries had in mind when they
brought about their “revolution within
the state.” When these enemies of the
Church used the term, they were re-
ferring to the very structure and foun-

dation of the traditional Church: her
founding Divine revelations, her litur-
gy, her doctrine, the ecclesiology of
her episcopacy, her internal discipline.
This of course goes to the heart of
Freemasonry’s vow to “convert the
Catholic Church from a divine institu-
tion that directs its earthly activity to-
ward the eternal salvation of souls, to
a mere co-participant with human or-
ganizations in the building up of a
utopian world "brotherhood" between
men of all religions or no religion at
all.” (The Devil’s Final Battle, Introduction)

is, as the Psalmist
tells us, to meditate
on the law of the
Lord, day and night,
in the obedience of
faith. But if the
Church’s meditation,

her entire approach to salvation, her
sole mission on earth, the very means
she uses to coax mankind into turning
toward his Creator in humility, is dis-
missed as legalistic, what then does
the Church have left to offer?
Well, the past 40 years have given
ample testament to her Freemason-
designed offerings: a pseudo-Mass, a
pseudo-priesthood, a false ecumen-
ism based on false religious freedom
and cowardly “dialogue,” a false theol-
ogy of craven accommodation to hu-
man respect, a Pope reduced to a
figurehead, and a complete loss of
discipline. All of this promulgated by
intimidation (how legalistic!), meaning-
less double-talk and an illicit suppres-
sion of tradition.
These are not offerings at all, but
grievous insults to Heaven, and the
Church is in the process of paying
dearly for them.
What the enemies of the Church have
done, in essence, is to embark on a
messianic crusade which purports to
present a new covenant of “openness”
destined to replace tradition, much as
the Church’s New Covenant replaced
the old covenant of the Hebrews. But
the new covenant of Vatican II, unlike
the New Covenant revealed by Our
Lord, is a “great façade,” a cult of
spiritual death, and a pack of lies.
In order to point the reader to the origin
of this poisonous makeover, we close
with a reference to Bella Dodd, a legal
counsel of the Communist Party USA
who, converted by Archbishop Fulton
Sheen, became a vocal anti-commu-
nist. In the early 1950s, Dodd testified
before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities that “In the 1930’s,
we [i.e. the CPUSA] put eleven hun-
dred men into the priesthood in order
to destroy the Church from within.”
She predicted, 10-12 years before
Vatican II, that the changes wrought
by these infiltrators would be so drastic
that “you will not recognize the Catho-
lic Church.”
During this same period, Dodd also
gave lectures at Fordham University in
New York City. Here is an excerpt from
one of them:
The whole idea was to destroy, not the
institution of the Church, but rather the

Continued on p.13

The Church’s entire design is in
response to her Divine Mandate,

which is, as the Psalmist tells
us, to meditate on the law of the

Lord, day and night,
in the obedience of faith.

During Vatican II and its aftermath, the
traditional structure and laws of the
Church were portrayed as overgrown,
too varied, too complex and disorder-
ly. The Mass was full of “needless
repetition” and useless irrational ac-
cretions (the faithful should note well:
during the Council, the Mass was
deemed “disorderly,” but after the im-
position of the Novus Ordo, the tradi-
tional Mass was ruled too orderly and
legalistic!). The thought of St. Thomas
Aquinas, which had sustained the
Church for centuries, was, according
to the very liberal young peritus Father
Ratzinger, “too closed in on itself, too
impersonal and ready-made." The Di-
vine Office/Liturgy of the Hours? Too
structured! The authority of the Apos-
tolic See? Hierarchical rigidity and nar-
rowness! All swept away by the
carefully planned Masonic revolution
that was Vatican II.
The problem with this diabolical strate-
gy, which no one seemed to have
noticed during the general chaos and
vacuous guitar-strumming euphoria of
the revolution, is that the Church is
built upon Divine Law, given to her by
her Divine Founder. Her traditional
liturgy faithfully enacts that law, her
traditional theology faithfully expounds
upon it, her traditional structure was
decreed by it, her traditional peniten-
tial discipline responds to the require-
ments of it to overcome fallen human
nature and its unbridled passions.
The Church’s entire design is in re-
sponse to her Divine Mandate, which
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Faith of the people, and even use the
institution of the Church, if possible, to
destroy the Faith through the promo-
tion of a pseudo-religion: something
that resembled Catholicism but was
not the real thing. Once the Faith was
destroyed, there would be a guilt
complex introduced into the Church…
to label the ‘Church of the past’ as
being oppressive, authoritarian, full of
prejudices, arrogant in claiming to be
the sole possessor of truth, and re-
sponsible for the divisions of religious
bodies throughout the centuries. This
would be necessary in order to shame
Church leaders into an ‘openness to
the world,’ and to a more flexible atti-
tude toward all religions and philoso-
phies. The Communists would then
exploit this openness in order to un-
dermine the Church. – “The Prophecy of
Bella Dodd,” by Christopher Ferrara
(Christian Order, November 2000).

Those who study the Fatima literature
know that the Church has been under
Masonic occupation since Vatican II,
perhaps even since 1958. What we
don’t know is when these wolves will
be exposed. Though we remain large-
ly ignorant of their identities, we can at
least learn to recognize their lies and
reject them, for the safety of our souls,
and the restoration of Holy Mother
Church. American, John Ingram is the
former editor of The Flying Buttress,
satirizing the crisis in the Church in the
USA. John is a regular columnist in
Catholic Truth. He was an invited
speaker at our Conference in 2008 and
he played a leading role in our blog,
throughout its lifetime.

Legalism... Continued from p.12

Tolerance has be-
come the supreme
virtue of our time. In
our daily lives we are
constantly reminded
of its value. We are
reminded by our
teachers and em-
ployers as well as
our friends and

By Justin McCarthy

Justin McCarthy is a 29-year-old law
school graduate from Massachusetts,
U.S.A. He currently works as the cam-
paign manager for a state senate
candidate.

family. We must be tolerant. We can-
not offend anyone. Under no circum-
stances are our beliefs and ideas
better than those of another. We are
never right. Others are never wrong.
These are the lessons of tolerance
instilled in us from our first days at
school and the lessons repeated to us
throughout our lives. But at what point
does tolerance stop being a virtue and
become a vice?

Tolerance, according to G.K. Chester-
ton, is a virtue for men with no beliefs.
But as Catholics we are, by definition,
men who do believe. We believe in
traditional values and institutions. We
believe in our history and our heritage.
And we believe in the sanctity of life
and the teachings of the Church.
These beliefs did not arise over night.
They are the product of divine revela-
tion and over two thousand years of
collective wisdom and practice. They
have shaped innumerable generations
of Catholics and have helped produce
the prosperous civilization with which
we are now blessed.
Is it then virtuous for us to sit by idly
and keep silent while what we believe
in is dismantled and destroyed in our
legislatures and courts? Are we to be
praised for our tolerance when we
allow atheists, perverts, and progres-
sives to attack and mock our traditions
and values? What would our Catholic
forefathers think of our tolerance?
More importantly, what will the next
generation of Catholics say of us? Will
the faith and culture we hand to them
bear any resemblance to what we in-
herited?

Our obligation to both past and future
Catholics is to defend and preserve
our faith. To do this we must be willing
to confront those who attack our be-
liefs. We must be prepared to speak
out in defense of the Church and its
teachings and to withstand the enmity
and hostility that our beliefs will evoke.
“Blessed are they which are persecut-
ed for righteousness' sake: for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.”
Above all else, we must speak and act
with certainty in ourselves and in our
Church. The Catholic Church has giv-
en us no reason to doubt. The Church
has been the bedrock of Western Civ-
ilization. For two millennia, it has pro-
duced some of the greatest
philosophers, kings, statesmen and
artists that the world has ever seen.
The Church has nothing to prove. The
burden is on us. It is now our time, as
Catholics, to prove ourselves. Let us
not back down and remain silent in the
name of tolerance. Instead, let us will-
fully prepare to fight and defend our
beliefs. Not out of hatred for the cul-
ture that stands in front of us. But out
of love in the Church that stands be-
hind us.

By Mary Ann Kreitzer

Two issues that have implicated mil-
lions of people in evil acts are homo-
sexuality (I include the entire LGBT
spectrum in that term) and violations
against marriage. Many of those who
co-operate in these evils do so out of
“fellowship” fearing to alienate family
members of friends, putting the
thoughts and opinions of man ahead
of God’s laws.  While a same-sex ori-
entation is not in itself sinful, acting on
it always is.  And yet many today take
what they consider the “tolerant” and
“compassionate” approach of blessing
the sin. Many individuals who don’t
associate with (official “pro-homosexu-
al” groups), nevertheless formally co-
operate with these evils on an individ-
ual basis. Such is the case when one
attends a same-sex marriage or bridal
shower, a woman’s “ordination” cere-
mony etc.
The same kind of cheerleading for sin
exists on an individual basis with many
Catholic families whose children either
marry outside the Church or remarry
after divorce without annulment.  One
set of parents I know who attend daily
Mass hosted the invalid marriage of
their divorced child at their home with
the reception following. When I ex-
pressed shock to the mother who
openly volunteered the information (a
scandal), she replied, “What am I sup-
posed to do, alienate my child?”  To-
day, many fear the wrath of their
children more than they fear God. In
fact, it is rare to find Catholic parents
refusing to attend the invalid marriag-
es of their children outside the Church.
When our children were young, my
husband and I began to prepare our
children for the reality that if they made
that choice, we could not attend their
weddings.  “We will always love you
unconditionally,” we said, “But we
can’t condone or celebrate what is
objectively a mortal sin.” By the grace
of God our chldren all married in the
Church and are raising our grandchil-
dren in the faith.  But our family does
not appear to be the norm. Many par-
ents grieve the loss of faith in their
children while having contributed to it
by their actions. Why should a child
return to the faith if his parents accom-
modated his rejection?
Mary Ann Kreitzer is the Editor of Les
Femmes .The above extract is taken from
Vol 15 No.2 Summer 2010. Visit
http://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org/

http://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org/
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The illiberality of so called liberals
once they have gained power to those
who disagree with them has long been
a byword in Traditionalist circles and
most of us, I would imagine, have read
– or indeed written – articles and
books setting out incidents of such on
the part of, for example, (American
Archbishop) Rembert Weakland and
those of his ilk.  One of my own favour-
ite anecdotes is the one in which the
late Archbishop Lefebvre was pre-
vented from visiting the faithful in Mex-
ico by a line of armoured tanks sent by
the government under pressure from
the Mexican hierarchy (religious liber-
ty Vatican II style !)
Nor is this even now a thing of the
past.    In recent days the indefatigable
Hans Kung has castigated Pope Ben-
edict for his concessions to Tradition-
alists, a view echoed by a
correspondent’s letter in a recent is-
sue of The Tablet solemnly informing
us that many are on the point of leav-
ing the Church (if only!) in protest
against the Holy Father’s actions in
liberating the old Mass and rehabilitat-
ing the “Lefebvrist” Bishops.
As I say, nothing new in any of the
above. What I have only recently be-
come aware of, however, is that this
phenomenon of what we may call the
“illiberal liberal”  is apparently not con-
fined to the Catholic Church but is to
be found in the Church of England as
well (and, for all I know, in other eccle-
sial communities, too.)
To give one glaring example, there
was the – to many – scandalously
ungenerous refusal of the Anglican
Synod in July 2007 to make adequate
provision for those Anglicans who
could not accept women Bishops (I
suspect some readers will at this point
be muttering “Serve them right for re-
maining in such an absurd body”.
Well, maybe so, but “That’s not the
point I’m after making” as the Irish
would say.)
Nor are things any easier for conserv-
ative Anglicans on the other side of

the Atlantic (you’ll be amazed to hear)
where the mainstream Episcopal
Church under the leadership of wom-
an Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori is
currently spending millions of dollars
in litigation against any of them foolish
enough to imagine they would be al-
lowed to hang on to their Church prop-
erties once they had dared to seek
alternative Episcopal oversight.  One
victim of this policy was Matt Kennedy
Rector of the Good Shepherd in Bing-
hamton New York.   According to the
Church of England Newspaper this
Vicar and his congregation were re-
cently served notice to vacate his
property for the crime of seeking alter-
native Episcopal oversight, such
seeming to him to be the only viable
option in the light of the increasingly
liberal orientation of the diocese of
central New York.  As Andrew Carey,
correspondent for the paper com-
ments, for sheer vengefulness the ac-
tions of the diocese are hard to credit.

sharply did it evoke memories of the
reaction  I myself experienced from a
Traditionalist seeming Irish Priest 40
years earlier when I timidly asked as to
the availability of the Latin Liturgy.
Doubtless a 100 or so examples could
be given but I think enough has been
said to make out a decent case for the
argument that there is precious little
liberality to be found in most so-called
“liberals”. This being the case, the time
has surely come for a re-naming exer-
cise aimed at stripping away the oh-
so-nice sounding term ‘liberal’ from the
mean spirited bunch whose exploits I
have just placed in the spotlight.   All
that remains now, of course, is to give
them a new label preferably one that is
far less complimentary sounding.
The only question is what ?
I toyed briefly with the idea of re-label-
ling these villains as ‘Dogmaphobes’.
After all, they habitually speak slight-
ingly of religious dogmas, which would
appear to possess a minus value in
their scale of things.      Invariably one
finds, if one ploughs through their writ-
ings, that it is not just traditional Chris-
tian teachings on the hot topics such
as abortion, contraception and homo-
sexuality that are regarded as absurd
and subject to change, but also a
whole gamut of other traditional teach-
ings. Only consider the awe and defer-
ence with which a notorious dissenter
such as Hans Kung is regarded in
liberal circles nothwithstanding the fact
that it would probably be easier to list
the doctrines he has not questioned
than the ones he has.
As I say above, at first I thought
“Dogmaphobes” would be a good label
for these people given their visceral
hatred for Christian teachings held al-
most universally by both Catholics and
Protestants less than a century ago.
I was, however, dogged by a gut feel-
ing that this label did not quite fit the
people in question and then realised
what the problem was.
Because, of course, what distinguish-
es the liberals is not hatred of dogma
as such but rather aversion to Chris-
tian dogma;  to read their writings is
swiftly to become aware that there is a
whole raft of secular beliefs which are
to them as sacred and undeniable as
is any religious truth to a non-liberal
believer.   As far as “liberal Catholics”
– absurd oxymoron of course – are
concerned, this category of beliefs will
of course include a belief in the binding
and irreversible nature of the teach-
ings of the Second Vatican Council,
the convocation of which has without

No sooner were the Vicar and his
congregation evicted than the church
was padlocked and the signs referring
the homeless to a new location for the
soup kitchen held weekly by the Par-
ish were summarily removed.    Now it
has emerged that the cross has been
removed from the church, the doors
painted green, and its new owner,
“The Islamic Awareness Center” has
taken over the property.    It is claimed
that the new Muslim owners paid less
than the diocese had been offered by
the original congregation.
Returning to the situation in this coun-
try, truly no traditionalist could read
without an eerie feeling of familiarity
those pages of Peter Hitchens’ mar-
vellous book The Rage against God
where he narrates the travails of litur-
gical pilgrims in his own Church of
England.   Certainly when I read of the
look ‘hot with hate’ that poor Peter was
subjected to by a cherubic looking
cleric for the offence of meekly enquir-
ing as to the availability of the more
ancient service, I gasped out loud, so

By Frances Burke

Continued on p.15

“What distinguishes
‘liberals’ is not hatred
of dogma as such, but

rather aversion to
Christian dogma...”
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question to be seen as an act inspired
by the Holy Spirit.    In addition to this,
however, liberal Catholics as far as I
can see share with their Protestant
counterparts an adherence to the fol-
lowing “dogmas” :-

1. The innocence of Captain Dreyfus

2. The fraudulent nature of the Proto-
cols of the Learned Elders of Zion

3. The “anti-semitism” – never defined
of course – of the pre-conciliar Church

4. The irrationality of opposition to the
theory of Darwinian evolution

5. The irrationality of opposition to the
theory of man-made global warming.

It is, of course, not part of the writer’s
present case that Captain Dreyfus
was guilty of the crime alleged against
him or that the protocols were not a
forgery; my point is a slightly more
subtle one, namely, that these
“dogmas” of the Liberals unlike genu-
ine dogmas, relate to areas where
Catholics are perfectly entitled to hold
divergent views.
Now consider what all these apparent-
ly sacrosanct, if not obligatory, views
have in common:  is it not that they
without exception represent what may
be called ‘respectable opinion’ in our
day, to dissent from which is to label
oneself at the very least eccentric if
not an outright pariah ?
To take only one example, to query
the theory of so-called Global Warm-
ing is – or at any rate was until very
recently – to put oneself beyond the
pale, a person to whom the epithet
“nutter” could contemptuously be ap-
plied by our esteemed Deputy Prime
Minister notwithstanding the consider-
able weight of scientific opinion in sup-
port of the other side of the argument.
And so it is with all the other dogmas
of the modern world.
The self-styled liberals are then, or so
it seems to me, men who will always
accommodate their beliefs to whatev-
er falls within the parameters of re-
spectable opinion in the world they
inhabit.
So. far from being a new phenomenon
that emerged at the beginning of the
19th century in the wake of the French
Revolution the “liberal Catholics” are
merely the latest dreary incarnation of
a tendency which has dogged the
Church from the beginning, they being
the spiritual descendants of the early

Church liberal Catholics who ran for-
ward with unseemly haste to offer the
Christian books to be burned at the
Edict of the Emperor, whom they
wished to accommodate.  For it would
seem that in every age there are one
or two dominant ideas to which the
psychological pressure to conform  is
almost overwhelming, so great is the
very natural desire within most of us to
fit in with those around us.  The compi-
lation of beliefs themselves will, of
course, vary from age to age.   (In the
16th century they would include the
Divine Right of Kings and their right to
be obeyed in all areas including those
of religious faith).   What does not vary
is the determination of the ‘liberal’ not
to step out of line and thereby set
himself up for persecution, be it physi-
cal as in times past or the more subtle
persecution of our own day, which for
the most part consists of derision and
ostracism, though it can, not infre-
quently, involve the destruction of ca-
reers. These ‘liberals’, therefore,
would more fittingly be described as
‘Accommodationists’ and I would
therefore urge that this be the label we
henceforth apply to them:  by accept-
ing their language and by calling them
‘liberal’ – a word implying a certain
generosity of spirit to which, as we
have seen, they can lay no claim at all
– we have unwittingly allowed them to
occupy the high moral ground for far
too long.

Frances Burke is a retired solicitor who
lives in Birmingham, England. Her articles
have appeared in various publications
including Christian Order, The Remnant
and Apropos.

Liberals: ‘Dogmaphobes’ Or What? Continued...

Published a little more than a decade
ago, Dan Brown’s best selling book,
The Da Vinci Code, is a masterpiece
of compelling fiction. The unusual
title and a shock-horror story line
about dark forces and a sinister soci-
ety of rogue priests in the Vatican
hold the  reader spellbound, wanting
more.(Ed: I refused to read it myself, since
it was initially promoted as a factual work
and did immense harm to gullible and igno-
rant souls; friends who did read it were
unimpressed, so it is interesting to read
your positive comment.)

But the fictional Da Vinci Code pales
into insignificance compared to the
factual exposé of the mind bending
dastardly deeds of rogue Catholic
priests, suspect agents of a forbid-
den brotherhood, at work within the
hierarchy of the Second Vatican
Council, 1962-1965.
Published in the seventies, endorsed
by Pope Benedict XVI, the book,
Pope John’s Council by Michael
Davies, reveals how a few renegade
Catholic priests contrived to set in
motion the present de-construction
of the Catholic Church worldwide.
And in the decades since that colos-
sal act of treachery, docile Catholic
people were coerced to fund the fel-
ony, and by their unquestioning gen-
erosity to Mother Church, failed to
stop the rot.  To say otherwise, is to
lie.
TG Oliver,  BRM MSM Royal Ma-
rines Ret’d., Exmouth, Devon

Recommended Reading...

Kevin Rowles
Booklet
Blessed
Alexandrina:
a living miracle
of the Eucharist
Blessed Alexandrina Maria da Costa
of Portugal (1904-1955), one of the
great mystics of modern times, was
beatified by Pope John Paul II in 2004.
She was a ‘victim soul’, chosen by
Christ to suffer in atonement for the
sins of humanity. Bedridden for life
from the age of twenty after sustaining
injuries while escaping from an attack-
er, the life of this saintly girl - a combi-
nation of thriller, rivetting biography
and nourishing spiritual reading -
makes spell-binding reading.

Her amazing life has many connec-
tions to the events of Fatima and she
is known in Portugal as ‘the fourth seer
of Fatima’.
For the last thirteen years of her life
she miraculously lived on the Holy
Eucharist alone, a medically confirmed
fact. She has been proposed by the
Church as “a model of purity and per-
severance in the Faith for today’s
youth.” Highly recommended reading.
Copies are available from Kevin Rowles,
80 Craneford Way, Twickenham, Middle-
sex, TW2 7SQ for £3, and from Carmel
Books (Tel: 01392.824255.) Also available
from St Paul's bookshop in Westminster.
Irish readers can obtain copies from The
Alexandrina Society, 32, Bridge Street,
Belturbet, Co. Cavan, Eire (4 euros each
inc p&p).
Americans/Canadians or those from any
country other than the UK and Ireland
should order from New Hope Publications
http://www.newhope-
ky.org/inspiringlives.htm#alexandrina

Letters Extra...

http://www.newhope-ky.org/inspiringlives.htm#alexandrina
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“Many so-called Catholics are
not following

the dictates of the Church.
On questions like

contraception, for example,
they are just ignoring the writs

of the Church.
Now, why, when the Church
can’t even exert its authority
over its own members, why

should the rest of us pay any
attention to it?”

Jeremy Paxman, Newsnight, BBC2,  14/9/10

Say what you like about Peter Tatchell
and the rest of the ‘Protest The Pope’
mob, they do - did - have the courage
of their diabolical convictions. The
minute the papal visit was announced,
these propagandists were hard at
work, using every possible opportunity
in the media to get their message of
complaint across to the Pontiff.
And, in the event, there they were;
waving their banners with a view to
badgering the Pope into accepting
their crazy version of human rights.
You wouldn’t - and didn’t - see “Holy
Father” on any of their placards, let
alone a picture of Our Lady. (See p.4/5)

Conversely, when we floated the idea
of a “dignified demonstration,” the
wobblers among us lined up to dis-
suade us. “The media will think we are
protesting against the Pope” some
said.  Another: “I’m not participating in
any protest - if millions of rosaries
don’t do it, nothing will.”
And this, after ten years of reading this
publication. Futile worry about image
and the heresy of Quietism1, all
wrapped up in one “prudent” package.
Then, as if that’s not bad enough, we
had those several “supporters” who
came to the meetings, full of enthusi-
asm at the prospect of promoting the
Fatima Message in honour of the pa-
pal visit, only to decide, in the end, that
they wanted to attend the Mass in
Bellahouston Park, after all. My first
thoughts:  Parable of the Sower, rocky
ground, and bring me a Diet Coke and
Bounty Bar, though not necessarily in
that order.
In the end, of course, the media did
not mistake us for protesters, nor did
the police.  As one visitor from over-
seas said: “Isn’t it interesting that
these media and police officers  can
discern that we are not protesters,
whereas (certain) Catholics cannot?”
Quite. Yes, “Quite” about sums it up.
We’ve addressed this silly business of
worrying about “image” lots of times
over the years, not least because it
fools no-one. Take the highly skilled
Newsnight presenter, Jeremy Pax-
man, discussing the papal visit two
days before the Pope arrived in Scot-
land. The image of tens of thousands
of Catholics cheering on the Pope in
the UK (or anywhere else for that mat-
ter) wasn’t going to fool him. He said:
“Many so-called Catholics are not

following the dictates of the Church.
On questions like contraception, for
example, they are just ignoring the
writs of the Church. Now, why, when
the Church can’t even exert its author-
ity over its own members, why should
the rest of us pay any attention to it?”
(Newsnight, BBC2, 14/9/10) Why, indeed.
I mustn’t however, slate our wobbler
readers without confessing to my own
wobbler.  Fair’s fair.

To my shame, I caved into pressures
from various sources not to take the
“Church in UK in Schism” placards (see
p.4) to Birmingham - where the Pope
would be sure to see them!  Were
Catholic Truth a commercial company,
I’d have to resign immediately.
Our Lord did not worry at all about His
image. He spoke the Truth in the pres-
ence of his enemies day in and and
day out, without diluting it one drop.
Let’s all stop being wimps and pray for
the courage to follow His example.
The fact is that the crisis in the Church
was embodied in this papal visit. The
Scottish newspapers were full of clues
in the run up to the Pope’s arrival.
Keen to keep up the appearance of
unity, Scots composer James MacMil-
lan, who set parts of the new English
version to music for the Bellahouston
Mass, dismissed any idea of contro-
versy over the (at Vatican insistence)
inclusion of Latin throughout the Mass:
“Vatican II was never intended to do
away with Mass in Latin,” he said.
“Contrary to what certain activists are
trying to claim, neither Latin nor choral
music have ever been banned.”
(Pope’s Glasgow Mass in Latin, Herald,
5/9/10)

But, Mr MacMillan, it was the bishops,
not “certain activists” who claimed that
Latin and the Traditional Latin Mass
had been banned: “...I cannot recon-
cile your  insistence on the bishop to
‘obey the directives of the Vicar of
Christ’ when you and some others

have consistently defied the direc-
tives of the Pope for the past 25 years
in insisting on the Liturgy which Pope
Paul VI had decreed was no longer
the Liturgy of the Catholic Church.”
(Cardinal Winning’s letter dated 17 March
1989 to a Glasgow correspondent.)
Thankfully, Pope Benedict exposed
that falsehood with his admission, in
Summorum Pontificum, that the TLM
had never been abrogated.
In any case, those of us who travelled
to Birmingham, and attended the
beautiful Vespers and Benediction in
the Oratory at the conclusion of the
Pope’s visit, saw all attempts at keep-
ing up the appearance of (a false)
unity virtually abandoned. Entirely in
Latin but for one prayer and the final
hymn, our bishops must have been
next door to demented. I say that
because so many of them, including
Scots bishops, left before the end,
sauntering out in one’s and two’s, as
the congregation lined up to be bless-
ed with a relic of the newly beatified
Cardinal John Henry Newman. You
see, they had just sat through the only
prayer in English in the entire service,
which contained the following un-ecu-
menical plea to Our Lady: “intercede
for our separated brethren that with
us in the one true fold they may be
united to the chief shepherd, the vicar
of thy Son...”
A quick glance at what was yet to
come in the programme, it seems, led
many mitres to head as far away  as
they could get from the equally ecu-
menically offensive hymn to come:
Firmly I Believe And Truly, penned by
the newly beatified Newman himself:
“...And I hold in veneration, For the
love of Him alone; Holy Church as His
creation,and her teachings as His
own...” (Blessed John Henry Newman)
Newman, a liberal? Yeah right.
I could kick myself for not taking the
“Schism” placards to Birmingham be-
cause the Pope would thus have
been brought face to face with the
truth about the state of the Church in
the UK amid the flag waving, cheering
crowds lining Hagley Road that day.
Sure, we reminded him of the urgen-
cy of consecrating Russia. Wonder-
ful. But what we didn’t do, was to
remind him why.
Blessed John Henry Newman, pray for us!
1 Quietism (Latin: quies, quietus, passivity) ...the mind
is wholly inactive; it no longer thinks or wills on its own
account, but remains passive while God acts within it.
All varieties of Quietism insist with more or less em-
phasis on interior passivity as the essential condition
of perfection; and all have been proscribed in very
explicit terms by the Church.
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