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Members of European Parliament to Pope:
Please Consecrate  Russia!

On October 23, 2012 Father Nicholas
Gruner of the Fatima Center in Canada
and Catholic attorney and author
Christopher A. Ferrara of the United
States appeared at the headquarters
of the EU in Strasbourg, France to
speak in support of a motion for a
declaration by the EU Parliament
calling upon Pope Benedict XVI to
carry out the Consecration of Russia
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
The motion is being sponsored by two
members of the Parliament of the
European Union, the Honorable Mario
Borghezio and the Honorable Lorenzo
Fontana, who invited Father Gruner
and Mr. Ferrara to speak in its support
at the time of its official introduction.
The motion refers to the threat of
"great danger at the present time to
world peace and the serenity of all
European peoples" and notes that "the
Blessed Virgin Mary has promised a
long period of prosperity and peace, if
and only if, the Holy Father will
consecrate Russia in a solemn and
public manner, as precisely specified
by Her in the Message of Fatima."
The motion provides for a declaration
by the EU Parliament formally
requesting that "His Holiness, Pope
Benedict XVI... fulfil the will of the
Queen of Heaven" by performing the
Consecration in order to address
European and world problems.
Speaking before the international
press corps in the press hall of the EU
Parliament headquarters in Strasbourg,
Father Gruner and Mr Ferrara made
presentations in support of the

They were introduced by MEPs
Borghezio and Fontana, who appeared
with them at the press conference.
“This was a God-given opportunity to
advance the cause of Our Lady of Fatima
in a forum whose deliberations will have
considerable impact at the Vatican. MEPs.
Borghezio and Fontana are to be
commended for their courageous defense
of the Blessed Virgin before a hostile world.
I pray the motion passes and the EU
Parliament calls upon the Pope to do his
duty," said Father Gruner. "I believe we
succeeded in making a case for the
Consecration of Russia that would appeal
even to rational non-believers, who have
nothing to lose by voting in favour this
measure," said Mr. Ferrara.

Fr Gruner & Chris Ferrara at press
Conference at European Parliament

The motion has been lodged with the
EU Parliament as an official legislative
document and will become part of the
public record of EU proceedings. It has
already attracted the signatures of a
growing number of additional sponsors
in the Parliament, including members
from Italy, Austria and Ireland.1

The symbol of Europe was conceived by
a Catholic and tomorrow, for the first time,
the statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be
carried past the EU Parliament building
(GIACOMO GALEAZZI – 22/10/12:
VATICAN CITY)
Marian devotion versus Christianophobia:
Our Lady of Fatima comes to Strasbourg.
The twelve stars on the EU flag are a
homage to her and yet this will be her first
“visit” to the political headquarters of the
EU. Tomorrow at 10 am, the statue of the
Virgin Mary will be brought to the cathedral
of the city that symbolises European
technocracy, by a group of pilgrims from all
across the continent. The statue is also
expected to come past the European
Parliament building.
Lorenzo Fontana and Mario Borghesio
said the arrival of the statue of Our Lady of
Fatima in Strasbourg is “a unique event.”
“Few people know that the symbol of
unified Europe has exquisitely Marian
origins, as the European Union’s official
flag proves with its twelve stars and the
Virgin Mary’s blue and white colours.”

Continued on p.24, column 3

Symbolism of the EU
Flag is Marian …

measure,  including a discussion of the
content, undeniable authenticity, and
absolute urgency of the Fatima
Message for the Church and humanity
at large.
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England’s Two Newest Bishops “Divisive” - Rejoice!
Editor

Mgr Philip Egan, 56, was ordained
Bishop of Portsmouth on
24th September, 2012.
He replaces the  ‘liberal’
Bishop Crispian Hollis of
“anything-but-Tradition-
goes” fame. We wish him
well in his retirement…

The appointment of Mgr Egan caused
near panic among the Modernists  with
claims that he is a “neo-conservative”
and a “dangerous apostle of Mark
Davies”, the (almost as new - he was
ordained 22 February 2010) Bishop of
Shrewsbury, who entrusted one of his
churches to the traditional Institute of
Christ the King Sovereign Priest, thus
restoring the availability of the
Traditional Latin Mass in his diocese.
Bishop Davies also caused some
dissenting murmurs by calling on
Catholics to “embrace Catholicism in
its entirety” and he asserted his
episcopal authority by sacking
diocesan trustees who, in short, were

involved in a public campaign to
undermine him.1 This, of course, was
grist for the mill for the enemies of the
Faith: the Tablet blog Bishop Davies:
leading or dividing? (18/5/12)
positively hummed.   “A UK priest”
moaned:
“The longer B16 is around we will
presumably get divisive bishops like MD!
Does the pope not
realise how polarising his
time has been. Our
nuncio is taking ages to
find bishops who tick all
those boxes - no to
women priests, married
priests etc.  It is going to
take ages to rid the
church of his unhealthy
influence. Come, come
Holy Spirit.”

Odd that. The same “liberals” who
scream “schism” at the SSPX for not
“obeying” the Pope - when we all know
that the Holy Spirit inspires the Pope’s
every word - pray to the same Holy

Spirit to rid the Church of Pope
Benedict’s “unhealthy influence”. Talk
about crazy mixed up kids. With the
emphasis on “crazy”.

Just below the theologically-inept
comment from “UK priest” we read
another comment, this time calculated
to raise Bishop Davies even higher in
the estimation of all Catholic Truth
readers: notice the exclamation mark,
indicating that this numpty, Peter by
name, thinks asking clergy to not to sell
the Tablet is beyond the pale…

Apparently Bishop Davies has asked that
Shrewsbury Cathedral do not sell the 'Tablet'!

Let’s hope that the Bishop’s request
will be transformed into an instruction
under Canon Law (# 823)2 and
extended to include every parish, not
just the cathedral, as soon as possible.

Well, let’s see: Bishop Davies is
encouraging the provision of the
Traditional Latin Mass in compliance
with the papal Motu Proprio
Summorum Pontificum, and more, he’s
established a “traditional parish” in his
diocese under the auspices of the
Institute of Christ the King; he’s
emphasised the need to adhere to the
entirety of the Catholic Faith, not pick
the bits we want and discard the rest,
and he’s not afraid to exert his
authority. So, it’s pretty obvious why
he’s unpopular with the Tablet-takers
and labelled “divisive”. But, what about
the latest recruit to the Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales?
What’s Bishop Egan done that has
caused the Tablet to describe him as
a ‘neo-conservative’, 'vanguard of the
Catholic Right’ and a ‘dangerous
apostle of Bishop Davies’?

Footnotes
1 Bishop Davies’ plans to cut three salaried diocesan
posts, namely the coordinators of Youth Service,
Marriage and Family Life and Justice & Peace,
provoked hostility. As part of their campaign against
Bishop Davies four trustees announced, through The
Tablet, that they have complained to the Papal
Nuncio, Antonio Mennini, Archbishop Nichols,
Archbishop Longley and the Charity Commission.
In a public statement the four lay trustees argued that
the sole purpose of their letter was to try to ensure
that the diocesan board of trustees is able to ‘function
as it should’ in the future and avoid the possibility of
breaching its duties under charity law, But, under
charity law the bishop, who is the chair of the trustees,
has the power to dispense with the services of any
trustee. Bishop Davies had no choice but to sack
them, given their public challenge to his authority.
2 Canon Law # 823:1… In order to safeguard the
integrity of faith and morals, pastors of the Church
have the duty and the right to ensure that in writings
or in the use of the means of social communications
there should be no ill effect on the faith and morals
of Christ’s faithful…

Continued on p.21, column 1
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Ireland:  Fatima Conference - A Corker!
To mark the 95th anniversary of the
Miracle of the Sun at Fatima, the
Fatima Centre in Ireland hosted a
conference entitled Fatima: Prophesy
For The 21st Century on Saturday, 13
October, 2012 in the Montenotte Hotel,
Cork. Unfortunately, the details had not
been finalised until after despatch of
the September 2012 edition, so we
were unable to advertise the event in
the newsletter. We did post an
advertisement online and we wrote to
any of our Irish readers who, we
thought, may not have access to
computers. However, apologies to
those Scots readers who have since
told me that  they’d have crossed the
Irish Sea to attend the Conference had
they known about it. I was very glad to
learn that, since the dissenting
Association of Catholic Priests who
held a conference in a hotel not far
from ours enjoyed an attendance that
was around three times greater than
that at the Fatima conference. As I’ve
said before, we can criticise the
dissenters and apostates for plenty of
things, but not for their lack of zeal.
They leave a lot of so-called concerned
“traditional” and “orthodox” Catholics
well in the shade on that score.
Sources tell us that one group changed
their minds at the last minute and
decided to go off and pray the rosary
instead of attending the Fatima
Conference. The rest of us prayed the
Rosary as well, of course: too many
Catholics appear to be worryingly
unaware that real prayer, authentic
prayer, drives us to action.

Fr David Sherry

through each of
these aspects of the
current crisis: he
began by defining
what it means to
“lose the faith”,
recounting a very
telling   conversation
he’d had with an
elderly gentleman
who’d approached
him in a public place
to say how pleased he was to see a
priest dressed as a priest. The man
went on to say that, with age, he’d
come to realise that it’s better not to be
“dogmatic” about faith and morals. It is
this refusal to adhere to the teachings
of the Church, Father pointed out, that
constitutes a loss of Catholic faith.
Dogmatic faith about the salvation of
souls has been replaced with claims of
“compassion” for people. Father
Sherry’s talk lucidly brought home the
way this fundamental error has
permeated the Church today, enabling
Catholics to dissent from the authority
of the Magisterium and to accept
changes to the liturgy uncritically.
Father covered old chestnuts such as
why the priest “has his back to the
people” An excellent, highly informative
talk.

Joe O’Connell,
Head of the
Fatima Centre
in Cork, gave an
informative talk
on the United
Nations Hidden
Agenda V Our
Lady of Fatima.

Joe traced the
key players of influence in the United
Nations and quoted extensively from
their own words. In 1932, for example,
theosophist Alice Bailey and her
husband, 32-degree Freemason
Foster Bailey, started World Goodwill
- an official non-governmental
organization within the United Nations.
Joe quoted Alice Bailey to demonstrate
that the inner core of the UN is
controlled by those under the control
of Lucifer. Bailey made no effort to
conceal her demonic sympathies, and
created the `Lucifer Publishing
Company`, later renamed the `Lucis
Publishing Company`. In 1922, she set
up `Lucis Trust`, which continues to
serve as the umbrella organization for
the main players in the emerging new
world religion. In the (literally) upside-
down diabolical world, Joe reminded
us, “God” is Lucifer, so the work of the
Lucis Trust and the writings of its
founder, Alice Bailey, must be read
prudently and clearly understood in
that context. www.lucistrust.org/

Editor

Joe O’Connell

Fr Paul Kramer

Our Lady of Fatima – Woman Clothed
with the Sun – Mediatrix of all Graces
– Only She can Help You.

Under the above title, Fr Paul Kramer
addressed the key Fatima issues  and
the persistent refusal of the Vatican
authorities to complete the Fatima
Message by revealing the full text of
the Third Secret and to Consecrate

Continued on page 13

Those who attended the   Conference
travelled from
various parts of
the country,
including  Co.
Mayo, Sligo,
Cavan, County
Cork itself, and
Dublin, as well
as a couple of
readers who

travelled from the UK.  Everyone was
full of praise for the  informative and
thought-provoking talk from an Irish
priest which kick-started the day.
Delivered by Father David Sherry of
the Society of St Pius X (SSPX) this
excellent talk was entitled: Crisis in the
Church-Crisis in the Faith-Crisis in the
Mass.
Methodically, Fr Sherry took us

The conference organisers had kindly
invited me to contribute as well, so my
talk was a simple overview of the way
the political concept of  “democracy”
has been imported into the Church and
has distorted the role of the laity.
Entitled Democracy in the Church &
The Role of the Laity
I (as you would expect)
offered a thought-
provoking and  highly
academic definition of
“democracy” arising
from my own personal
contempt for the
system (‘democracy is
the art of running the circus from the
monkey cage’) and I then sought to
demonstrate that the Vatican II Decree
on the Laity did not mandate the
widespread clericalisation of lay people
which we see in diocesan parishes
worldwide today.
Also, since we’ve received many
requests to report more on the crisis as
it affects the Church in Ireland, I
broadcast an appeal for “reporters” to
keep us informed about the situation
on the ground.

http://www.lucistrust.org/
http://www.lucistrust.org/
http://www.lucistrust.org/
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What’s  In A Name? Catholic Truth Society R Not Us!
From time to time we receive enquiries
about which books we stock and other
details relating to placing orders and
paying for books.  With my customary
patience and equanimity, I redirect
these enquirers to the Catholic Truth
Society (CTS). Not, however, without
advising them that the CTS ain’t what
it used to be, and that we do not
recommend ordering from them. We
give them the address of a traditional
stockist and leave them to it.

The reason why some visitors to our
website confuse us with the CTS is
possibly because our website address
is “catholictruthscotland” and many of
our readers refer to us by the short-
form “CTS”
Our name is NOT “Catholic Truth
Scotland” but simply “Catholic Truth”.
It’s a long story, so won’t bore you all,
but, essentially, when we switched
website companies we had to change
our website address and adding
“Scotland” seemed the simplest thing
to do.
For those of you who sally through life
in the deluded belief that the CTS
MUST be sound and reliable because
they enjoy the privileged position of
being publishers to the Holy See, think
again. And again. And again. Over the
years I’ve dipped into CTS publications
and, with furrowed brow, been
concerned to find, e.g. a pamphlet on
Baptism that didn’t mention Original
Sin. I didn’t note the title etc., so can’t
double-check for an up-to-date report;
thus, we must allow for the possibility
that, perhaps, that particular error has
been corrected, who knows. One lives
in hope.
Some time ago, too, one of our readers
handed me a copy of a CTS booklet by
James Alison O.P. (Dominican)
entitled Catholics and AIDS: Questions
and Answers.
According to the information in the
preface of the above booklet,
published in 1987, James Alison was
a Dominican priest at Blackfriars,
Oxford but he later left the Dominicans
and is now popularly known as a “gay
Catholic theologian”. Asked about his
canonical status in an online interview
published on 14 March 2012, he wrote:

My current canonical status is
anomalous. I am a validly ordained
priest in good standing, with no
penalties or disciplinary matters

Editor

hanging over me. Although it is many
years since I have been associated
with the Dominicans, I have not been
laicized. So I am not attached to any
religious order, and I am not
incardinated into any diocese, though
I am in principle available to be so
incardinated, should a Bishop want to
have me. Apparently this is a legal
situation which, like limbo, doesn’t
exist. But yet, I’m in it (and with the
paper trail to show how the situation
arose)! It leaves me without an
Ordinary. And it’s not clear to me (and
it was not clear to an experienced
Cardinal with whom I recently spent 90
minutes analysing my status) what can
be done to rectify this anomaly.1

I emailed Fr Alison on 19/10/12 to
check his status as a priest for the
purposes of this column, and he
replied same day to confirm that he is
still not incardinated in any diocese,
adding that although he attends the
Soho Masses in London when he is in
the UK (he lives in Brazil), he doesn’t
“preside” (at Mass) and only gives
talks after Mass in the coffee crypt. But
that’s still Catholic premises. Fr Paul
Kramer wouldn’t be permitted to speak
in the crypt/hall after Mass in any
Catholic Church in London without
Inspector Clouseau (Robert Ian
Williams) and Miss Marple (Joanna
Bogle) getting on the case.
Luckily for Fr Alison, as I explained
during my email correspondence with
him, Fr Alison is a “gay” priest, not a
“traditional” priest and, above all, not
a “traditional” priest who spreads
devotion to Our Lady.  He’s safe.
Williams & Bogle aren’t at all worried
about him.
The CTS pamphlet on Catholics and
AIDS: Questions and Answers written
by James Alison and published by the
CTS in 1987 is no longer on sale, or if

it is, I couldn’t find it on their website.
Still, as a booklet promoted by the
publishers to the Holy See in the UK,
the answers to the questions found in
it, will have led an awful lot of people
astray.
For example, in response to the very
first question under the heading “Some
questions of conscience” James Alison
replies: ..”It is clear that the general
teaching of the Pope and the Bishops
in communion with him is that every
sexual act must be open to the
transmission of life; if you seriously
believe that your conscience tells you
that you must go against this norm by
using a condom, then Catholic
moralists will tell  you that, provided
that you have given genuine
consideration to the question and have
really concluded that the general
teaching cannot apply in your
particular case, you should follow your
conscience.” 2

And in response to a questioner asking
if it is right to recommend a sheath to
an actively homosexual friend, Fr
Alison replies in the affirmative: “Yes,
when you have done what you can to
prevent a sin, it would be your duty as
a Catholic to help someone who is
determined to sin to limit the evil of
their act.” 3

Which conflicts somewhat with the
teaching on sin in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church: …we have a
responsibility for the sins committed by
others when we co-operate in them:

-by participating directly…
-by ordering, advising, praising …
-by not disclosing or not hindering them…
-by protecting evil-doers4

Continued on p.5, Column 1

http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
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What’s  In A Name? Catholic Truth Society R Not Us! Continued from p.4

In my email correspondence with Fr
Alison, I found him to be courteous and
full of the spirit of “dialogue” - they can
talk you to death, these Modernists. I
found myself wondering over and over
again, how the bishops and the popes
of these modern times will fare at their
judgment for neglecting to properly

form and discipline
the clergy in their
care. Did they
insist that their
seminarians read
the lives of priest-
saints like  St John
Eudes? Or were
such giants of the
priestly life merely
given a mocking

mention en passant in lectures?
St John Eudes, is one of the Church’s
greatest priest-saints.  He lived in
France in the 17th century. A
missionary, he wrote masterfully about
the dignity and holiness of the priestly
life and work, and it is a very safe bet
that he would be horrified today to see
a priest describe himself as a “gay”
theologian, let alone be permitted by
the Archbishop of Westminster to
promote this vice on Catholic
premises.

I had a short and sweet enough
exchange by email with Fr Alison.
We’ve never met but I can tell that he’s
likeable. So, be assured, there’s no
“phobia” at play when I urge readers
to pray for his conversion from what is
euphemistically called the “gay” scene
or the “gay” lifestyle. What we are
praying for is a realisation that what
the world calls “the gay lifestyle”,
Christian Tradition - that is, Christians
from the earliest times - have called “a
sin crying to Heaven for vengeance.”

Beware of CTS pamphlets. We
recommend using only a traditional
book stockist. Better safe than sorry:
that is to say, better to read solid
Catholic material than to risk
weakening  or losing the Faith.

WHOSOEVER would preach the word of God in an apostolic spirit should
endeavour to acquire the interior dispositions that filled the Divine Preacher and
the apostles when they preached the Gospel to the world. He should so live
that he would rather die a thousand deaths than ever be guilty of a deliberate
sin, no matter what its nature. Moreover, before daring to speak in the name of
the Saviour, he should purify himself from every blemish either by going to
confession or by making an act of contrition. He should dwell in constant fear
that the words of the Psalmist might be applied to him: "To the sinner God hath
said: Why dost thou declare my justices, and take my covenant in thy mouth?
Seeing thou hast hated discipline; and hast cast my words behind thee" (PS. 49,
16-17).

Banish every shadow of self-love, pride, ambition or vanity. Have no other
thought than to please God and to save souls. Satan was damned because he
envied God's glory1 and sought to become like unto Him. "How many great
preachers have been lost eternally," exclaims St. Francis Xavier, "because they
were consumed with vanity and self-esteem." 2

INTERIOR DISPOSITIONS FOR PREACHING
an extract from The Priest, His Dignity
And Obligations, by Saint John Eudes…

1Brett Interviews Father James Alison: Part I -
Vox Nova, 14/3/12. Read entire interview
online at
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/14/brett-interviews-father-
james-alison-part-i/
2 Catholics and Aids: Questions and Answers,
James Alison O.P., Catholic Truth Society,
London, 1987, p.23
3 ibid, p.24
4 Catechism of the Catholic Church  # 1868
emphasis in original

Footnotes Footnote
1 “Beware of vanity, you who go to preach missions or speak in public . . . Seek only the glory of
God, for which end alone you should strive to work and labour. Yes, let His glory and the salvation
of souls be your only aim. Otherwise, you will be preaching yourselves, not Jesus Christ. And what
can be said of one who preaches solely that he may be applauded, praised and acclaimed? What
is he doing but committing a sacrilege? Yes, a sacrilege. To use the word of God and divine things
to enhance his own reputation and acquire honour for himself is surely a sacrilege. Believe me, we
shall never be able to do the work of God unless we have profound humility and learn to despise
ourselves." Saint Vincent de Paul, quoted by the Abbé Maynard in Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul, V0L. 2,
P. 393. (2). Epist., lib. 4, cp. 16
2 St John Eudes’ book is available to order from the Fatima Centre, Apartment C. School Road,
Whitechurch, County Cork or email joseph.ps129@gmail.com Special discount for Catholic Truth
readers in the UK (£10 incl p & p) and 10 euros for readers in the Republic of Ireland. Order now
to avoid disappointment…

"Without the priest, the passion and
death of our Lord would be of no
avail. It is the priest who continues
the work of redemption here on
earth...
What use would be a house filled
with gold, were there no one to open
its door? The priest holds the key to
the treasures of heaven: it is he who
opens the door: he is the steward of
the good Lord; the administrator of
His goods...
Leave a parish for twenty years
without a priest and they will end by
worshipping the beasts there.. The
priest is not a priest for himself, he
is a priest for you."
St John Mary Vianney, Cure D’Ars
Patron Saint of Priests…

http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
http://vox-nova.com/2012/03/26/brett-interviews-father-james-alison-part-iii/
mailto:joseph.ps129@gmail.com
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Father Hugh Thwaites was the
greatest priest I ever met in my life of
79 years.

I got to know him first on the Latin
Mass Society pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in 2000.

In Nazareth I was accosted by a
vendor of sacred objects and was
nearly buying an image of Christ with
a Crown of Thorns when my dear wife
came up and asked me if I was insane
as we had a surplus of religious
objects at home already.  Father
Thwaites looked at me and smiled
sympathetically and said he was a bit
soft himself.

He was Chaplain to the English
Chapter on the Chartres Pilgrimage
when he was about 75 years and said
the full rosary with me telling me how
he said it; a wonderful experience.

He took a dizzy turn and passed out
and was taken to the Knights of Malta
first aid post.  He was lying on a
stretcher seemingly unconscious when
he shook his head, sat up and
announced “I am fine now” and got up
and walked on.

He became a Catholic on the troop
ship to Singapore and was captured.
He spent about three years in POW
camp and was five and a half stone
when he was freed.  He was confirmed
whilst a POW.  Their Chaplain used to
walk from one POW camp to the next,
once while trudging along the road he
was passed by a platoon of Japanese
soldiers who pushed him into the ditch
and while he was lying in it, he looked
at them and said, “if I survive this war
I will go to Japan and convert some of
you” which he did.

Father Thwaites was lying on the table
which had been used that morning for
Holy Mass.  He was waiting
apprehensively for an operation on the
tropical ulcer on his leg when he
thought, “why should I complain, Jesus
Christ died for me on this table half and
hour ago”.

Memories Of The Greatest Priest I Ever Met…
Father Hugh Thwaites SJ

Dr John Dunn

He said he had no after effects from
the POW camp as he prayed for the
Japanese each day and did not hate
them.  Hate is a very destructive vice.

He joined the Jesuits after the war and
from there went to the Carthusians in
Italy for a year or so.  He was very
happy in the Carthusians but thought
God wanted him to be a Jesuit.

He was in Craighead, Bothwell,
Lanarkshire, Scotland, for a few years.
My friend Eddie Tuthill was taken to
Craighead by a friend and as he
walked into the chapel where Father
Thwaites was giving a talk, he saw a
halo behind Father Thwaites’s head.
Father finished his homily saying “I
wonder why there are so few saints,
perhaps most of us are afraid of the
Cross.” After he finished his
confession, Father said: “Goodbye
Eddie”.  Eddie said to his friend: “Why
did you tell that priest my name?”  His
friend replied:“I have enough problems
of my own without discussing yours.”

Father had a great love for the Legion
of Mary and was Spiritual Director to
the Wayside Club for the homeless in
Glasgow when their roof fell in.  Father
told them to make a novena to St
Joseph and at the end of the novena
Glasgow Corporation gave them their
present premises in Midland Street, I
think rent free.

While I was on Peregrinatio Pro
Christo (PPC) in Harrow, our team
leader told me that she had been in
the praesidium in St Bartholomew’s
hospital in London.  Father was the
Spiritual Director and the number of
young men and women he directed
into religious life was amazing.  He
often said to young people that they
were suitable for each other and
should get married.

Continued on p.7
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Father said that Jesus Christ is King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, the world
belongs to Him and we should proclaim
Him by religious processions in the
streets.  The Carey and Windsor
families listened to him and started Our
Lady of Ransom pilgrimage in London.

He said this to us in Glasgow after he
had spent an hour with us saying the
Holy Rosary outside Glasgow Royal
Infirmary for the end of abortion.  After
the Rosary we went to St Mungo’s
tomb in St Mungo’s Cathedral and
sang the Salve Regina.  He said, a little
sorrowfully, all these great cathedrals
were made for saying Holy Mass.

He tried Paul VI’s new Mass after it was
promulgated but found it very
unsatisfactory and got permission to
offer the old Mass.  He said the old
Mass is a Rolls Royce the new Mass
is a small Ford.

Whenever he was forced to offer the
Novus Ordo he apologised to Our Lord
for the inferior service He was getting.

A few years ago he wrote a letter to
Catholic Truth wondering why Paul VI
had done such a terrible thing to the
Catholic Church.  He said (quoting
Randy Engels book on homosexuality)
perhaps he was being blackmailed
because of his alleged homosexual
tendencies.

The Jesuits jumped on Father with
hob-nailed boots and he was
forbidden, I believe, to offer Holy Mass
for a time.  Father was only telling the
truth, corroborated recently by Father
Luigi Villa’s book ‘Paul VI a blessed?’
(Ed: we cannot recommend this book, since
it is not possible to verify its contents.)

However, in the Stalinisation of the
Catholic Church after Vatican II, the lie
is supreme (Lenin).

Father ended his days in the Jesuit
home in Bournemouth, his last email
to his friends was ‘keep saying the Holy
Rosary and we will all meet merrily in
Heaven’.

Memories Of The Greatest Priest I Ever Met…  Father Hugh Thwaites SJ continued from p.6

Father Hugh Thwaites will be forever
remembered at Catholic Truth as “the”
priest who not only did not complain
about our “tone and style” but who
praised it.  He wrote: “Your style is as
vivid as P.G. Wodehouse…” ( Issue No.
41, September, 2006) WOW ! I hope those
priests in Glasgow who, not so long

ago, sent me a message of support
which included the usual “tone and
style” criticism, take note. And I hope
our mutual friend relayed my reply
which went along the lines of “gimme
strength!”
In the same edition, we published a
short article by Fr Thwaites, which
we’re reproducing in this edition, as a
small tribute to his memory (see opposite)

For his support of Catholic Truth,
however, Fr Thwaites was made to
suffer. A nasty deacon in Aberdeen
reported him to his Religious Superior
after we published a letter from him in
our January, 2007 edition (Issue No.43)
in which Father merely speculated on
the possibility that Pope Paul VI had
been blackmailed due to allegations
already in the public domain. Father
wondered if the Pope had been
blackmailed into “giving (Archbishop)
Bugnini a free hand to smash the
traditional Mass.”

As a result of the sneaky deacon’s
underhand tactics, Fr Thwaites was
summoned to meet with his Superior,
prohibited from saying the Traditional
Latin Mass except in private, and told
not to contact Catholic Truth again.
This information was relayed to me by
a mutual friend, since Father would not
for a second countenance disobeying
his Superior.  That’s one prayer I’ve
not (yet) had answered - five minutes
alone with that Superior and at least
an hour with the vicious deacon. Not
that I’d be able to do much good -
anyone who would set in motion such
horrendous suffering for an elderly
priest1 doesn’t have a conscience.

Footnote
1 In a telephone conversation, when I asked Fr
Thwaites if he was sure he wanted me to put
his name to his letter about Pope Paul VI in the
January 2007 edition, he replied in the
affirmative, adding that since he was 90 years
of age, he would be ashamed if he couldn’t
stand up and be counted now. I replied that,
right enough, there wasn’t a lot they could do
to him now, at his age. Never, by any stretch of
the imagination, would I have expected that
callous deacon and the unconscionable superior
to put him through the mill as they did. He was
deeply worried in the days leading up to his
meeting with his Superior, described to me by
someone who knew him at the time, as a
“whippersnapper”. What we learn from this
savage and wholly uncalled for attack on an old
and, by all accounts, very holy priest, is that
“liberals” are nasty (almost) human beings.
And the most intolerant of nasty (almost)
human beings at that.

Collaborating
with the Enemy
Father Hugh Thwaites SJ

During World War 2, the
French suffered a lot.
They suffered from
hunger, from cold, from
deprivations of every sort.
However, those who
chose to collaborate with
the enemy in some way
enjoyed many privileges.
They ate well, they lived
in comfort, and life was
quite pleasant. But when France was
freed, and the Nazis no longer lived there,
things were very different.  I am not sure
of the details, but I do know that the
treachery of the collaborators was not
overlooked.
In Singapore, something the same
happened. In February 1942, when we
surrendered and the Japanese occupied
the island, they persuaded some of our
Indian troops to join what they called ‘The
Indian National Army’, the INA, and they
acted as guards at some of our camps.
However, we had a number of Ghurkas
with us, and I was told that every time they
passed one of these INA guards, without
turning their heads to look at them, they
would draw their right hand across their
throats. And certainly, after the Japanese
surrender in August 1945, there were a
number of headless Indian bodies lying
around in Singapore.
Collaborators with the enemy in World
War 2 enjoyed a few pleasant years of the
‘good life’. With the end of the war, the
moment of truth came and retribution
followed.
Our Lord called Satan the ‘Prince of this
world’ and faithful Christians spend their
lives here as best they can in this enemy-
occupied land. They do  not co-operate
with the enemy. They remain faithful to
their true monarch, Christ the king. Our
death will be the moment of truth for us all.
We hope that God will soon welcome us
to our homeland in heaven. Purgatory
there will doubtless be for most of us, but
even there we shall be consoled with the
certainty of the joys that await us. But for
those who have spent their time here
collaborating with the enemy it will be
otherwise. For those who have ignored
God’s Ten Commandments, for those who
have been living like pagans with merely
worldly standards, retribution will be swift.
But it will not be brief. It will last forever.
Having said this, one must of course add
that it is not sinners who go to Hell. It is
obstinate sinners; Catholics who are too
proud to say ‘sorry’ to God and go to
confession.

First published in Catholic Truth, Issue
No. 41, September 2006

The editor adds…



The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation, receive this
newsletter.  If it contradicts Catholic teaching, we invite the Hierarchy to correct us

in accordance with their duty under Canon Law # 823

N O T I C E
Our sincere gratitude to  everyone who
donated to our funds following the
September, 2012 edition.
To save postage, we no longer write
letters to acknowledge individual
donations although if
you include an email
address, Editor will
thank you personally.
Email addresses are
included with all PayPal
donations.  A special
word of thanks to our
regular Standing Order donors: these
regular donations help our planning
immensely. God  bless you, each one.

             Miss McMoneypenny.

The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Sandyford Place
Glasgow, G3 7NB
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Your Letters
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Regarding the latest Catholic Truth –
congratulations again, very well done
I particularly liked the editorial on the
back page.  I suppose we would be in
a much worse state if we did not know
what Our Lady warned at Fatima and
Quito. I had not thought of it like that
before. EW, Glasgow

Thank you so much for your
Newsletter. I was impressed at its
professional appearance and its
contents. I was especially  interested
in reading about Muller and Nichols.
I was stunned by Archbishop Nichol's
betrayal of his apostolic mission. My
husband knew him from school days
when they were in the same class at
St Mary's College, Crosby (Liverpool),
a Catholic Grammar School which was
run on strict traditional lines by the Irish
Christian Brothers. (Now it is a
comprehensive school run on
ecumenical lines.) My husband
remembers that "Vinnie" Nichols as he
was then called always wanted to be a
priest. That was some years before the
opening of Vatican II.  My husband is
still shocked at the tragic change that
has taken place in one who aspired to
the priesthood. “Vinnie” was educated
in a quintessentially Catholic school
and, like all the boys in my husband’s
class, had been trained to serve Mass
in the traditional rite. (Later he claimed
that he was unfamiliar with the old rite
when the LMS asked him to open the
Oxford Conference by celebrating the
Traditional Latin Mass: instead he
insulted his hosts by celebrating the
novus ordo in Latin.) Right from the
start of his secondary school days i.e.
in the mid 1950s, Nichols often spoke
of his ambition to be a priest. His
aspiration was well known among the
teachers and pupils.  So no one was
surprised when he went straight from
St Mary's College in 1963 to the
seminary in Rome.
I agree wholeheartedly with the point
made in the Newsletter that no one,
apart from the SSPX, is required to
sign preambles and submit to
humiliating procedures before being
recognized as being "in full
communion". It's a form of
ecclesiastical bullying. What a
shambles! Name & Location Withheld

Many thanks for Issue No. 73 of
Catholic Truth. Thank you for keeping
me informed. You are in my prayers.
Mary Birkett (Mrs), Blundellsands

How can I thank you enough for your
superb publication! Fantastic, up-to-
date news (and news of abuses) by
those in authority in the Church who
should jolly well know better.

The Church today reminds me of a
country occupied by the enemy -
rather like France which was
occupied by the Germans in World
War II.

As most of the prelates are rotten to
the core, I say they should be
weeded (booted) out as soon as
possible, even if we are short of the
hierarchy. Best to have none at all
rather than those who lead most
people astray.  I’ll bet most of them
don’t even believe in God, let alone
the Church and we’d be better off
without them.

God love the Catholic Truth staff and
bless you in your wonderful
apostolate.

The Gates of Hell are having a
massive attack on us Catholics but
they shall not prevail - even though
it seems like the whole world has
sunk into the Great Apostasy as
foretold in the Bible. God help us! (He
definitely will!)
Pat Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire

The following letter was published
in Issue No. 73, our September 2012
edition. However, due to a technical
error, the name & location of the
correspondent was omitted.
We re-publish below, therefore,
with apologies…

After reading (Catholic Truth) I pass it
on to my very interested - and orthodox
- pastor. You are (producing) a great
publication, very educational. So thank
you very much for mailing it to me.
Wherever our Universal Church exists
it moves in the same directions - good
or worst - in case anyone wonders why
someone away in Texas is interested
in what happens in Scotland, Ireland
or England.
Hear you all still have a queen. Her
government is terrible - and so is ours.
But has there ever been a period when
the Church isn’t fighting world
Godlessness?
M. Anne McCay, Texas, USA

Note: an enquirer contacted us to ask if Fr
Andrew Southwell is the author of the blog
comment “Southwell Speaks” published in
the September newsletter (page 5).  The
author of the piece is, in fact, a layman who
took his username (Southwell) in honour
of St Robert Southwell. Apologies for any
confusion caused - Ed.

Ed: See Email
from a visitor to
our website to
Archbishop
Vincent Nichols on p.9,
column 3 …

More letters on p.9…

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Your Letters Continued from page 8
Congratulations on Edition 73; you
have moved up from a newsletter to a
small magazine!
Thanks for exposing Joanna Bogle.
Her jolly hockey sticks approach ill
suits the present state of things.
From time to time we have a ‘Decade
of Evangelism, a ‘Year of Faith’ etc.
but nothing very much seems to come
of these grand designs.
Numerous well-meaning conferences,
workshops, learned theological
articles, beautifully written documents
from the Pope are devoted to the
cause, but apparently to no avail or
very little.
Something is clearly lacking and I am
pretty sure what it is. If we step out of
the glorious sunshine of Vatican II and
into the dark ages that preceded it we
hear highly relevant advice coming
down from heaven from someone who
knows our situation exactly, has the
power to do something about it, and is
therefore absolutely to be obeyed.
Our Lady uses very few words in her
apparitions, in fact only two always
stand out: prayer and penance, the
only coinage that will attract God’s
grace!
Without these two indispensable
things, in this age of ‘feel good
theology’ no ‘periods of this or that’ will
ever have the necessary spiritual
power to achieve anything as big as
evangelising modern society and its
pagan culture. Why have I not heard
the two ‘p’ words coming out of the
hierarchy at any level?
By penance, I don’t think that Mary just
meant only the sacrament, but an
adequate amount of personal self-
sacrifice and denial in addition. Those
admirable Fatima children set us an
example.
Why not first have a Year of Penance
with particular emphasis on the terribly
neglected sacrament of confession
(oops! Reconciliation). That would
really start things rolling.
Jim Allen, Torquay, c/o The Boat
Deck, Titanic, N. Atlantic

The following email (sent to
Archbishop Nichols) was
forwarded to us on 18/9/12 by  Mr
John Farrell…- Ed.

From John Farrell
To: Archbishop Nichols…

How do the words of the Pope
quoted by you during your recent
homily in Preston

'The Church as a whole and all her
Pastors, like Christ, must set out
to lead people out of the desert,
towards the place of life, towards
friendship with the Son of God,
towards the One who give us life,
and life in abundance.' In order to
do this, he reminds us, we must be
more directly concerned with the
very substance of our faith, rather
than 'the social, cultural and
political consequences of the
commitment of faith' because faith
in God is no longer taken 'as a
self-evident presupposition for life
in society' Porta Fidei para 2

compare to the blasphemy you
allow to happen each Sunday in
Soho?

Having read a recent interview
with your predecessor; it seems
clear to me that both you and he
are more devoted to 'the social,
cultural and political consequences
of the commitment of faith' than
leading us "out of the desert,
towards the place of life, towards
friendship with the Son of God,
towards the One who gives us life,
and life in abundance.'

Our Pope, as usual gives clear and
complete guidance on how to live
a life of faith. Please listen to him,
forget the media and act to close
the scandal that is the Soho Masses.

John Farrell

EmailI agree totally with Andrew McCann’s
warning to Catholics over the
independence vote. (Andrew McCann: An
Independent Scotland? Catholics, be careful
what you vote for…  Issue No. 73, September,
2012)

I think we should be very careful
indeed before casting our vote in the
referendum in 2014. An independent
Scotland would mean an anti-Catholic
Scotland.  We just have to look at the
way Alex Salmond ignored the strong
anti-same-sex marriage vote which led
to the Cardinal cutting off talks, to see
where the independence vote would
lead. I thought Andrew McCann’s
article was spot on.
Richard Doherty, Bishopbriggs.

Andrew McCann hit the nail on the
head with his article on independence
in the September edition. As he said,
there is already anti-Catholic bias in
the media and the bigotry at football
matches is far and away mostly aimed
at Celtic supporters. All the talk about
“sectarianism” is misleading because
Scotland is more an anti-Catholic and
an anti-Irish country than “sectarian”.
That would get worse if we became
independent.

There has already been a case where
a defendant pleaded guilty to a
“sectarian” assault that took place on
live TV and yet the jury still refused to
find him guilty. This proves there is
institutionalised bigotry in Scotland,
and, in fact, it is one of the examples
given by Andrew McCann in his article
(see p.19, Issue No. 73).

The SNP has always been known as
a “Protestant” party, so it is very true
that we need to be careful what we
vote for. It would be an own goal to
vote for Scottish independence.
David Martin, Coatbridge

NOTICE
After featuring (again) in our September edition, Joanna Bogle returned her copy
to us (again), with polite thanks. Would readers please note that there is no need
to waste your money sending the newsletter back: who, in their right mind, sends
a newspaper to the editor just because they don’t like the contents? I never do.
Smacks of a childish tantrum. Just send us a note and you’re off the list - we never
reply to “remove me from your mailing list” letters, so don’t worry about
becoming involved in correspondence. Thank you.
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St Gemma Galgani
on praying for the souls in Purgatory

Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March

Gemma knew by Divine inspiration
that in the Convent of Passionist Nuns
at Corneto [Italy] there was a Religious
Sister very dear to God who was near
death. She asked me about it, and on
my answering that it was so, she at
once began to implore of Jesus to
make that particular Religious expiate
all her faults on her deathbed, so that
breathing her last she might enter
Paradise at once. Her prayer, at least
in part, was heard. The Sister suffered
greatly and died in a few months.
Gemma told those in her home of it in
order that they might pray for the
deceased, and she gave her name,
Mary Teresa of the Infant Jesus, as
she was not known in Lucca. After her
death, this soul appeared to her full of
sorrow, imploring her help as she was
undergoing great torments in
Purgatory for certain defects.

Nothing more was needed to set all
the fibres of Gemma's heart in motion.
From that moment she gave herself no
rest; prayers, tears and loving petitions
to Our Lord.

"Jesus, save her," she was overheard
to exclaim. "Jesus, take Mary Teresa
to Paradise without delay. She is a
soul that is most dear to Thee. Let me
suffer much for her; I want her to be in
heaven."

During this time Gemma writes the
following in her Diary:

"It was around 9:30 and I was reading;
all of a sudden I am shaken by a hand
resting gently on my left shoulder. I
turned in fright; I was afraid and tried
to call out, but I was held back. I turned
and saw a person dressed in white; I
recognized it was a woman; I looked
and her expression assured me I had
nothing to fear: "Gemma," she said
after some moments, "do you know
me?" I said no, because that was the
truth; she responded: "I am Mother
Maria Teresa of the Infant Jesus: I
thank you so, so much for the great
concern you have shown me because
soon I shall be able to attain my eternal
happiness."All this happened while I
was awake and fully aware of myself.

St Gemma  Galgani

Then she added: "Continue still,
because I still have a few days of
suffering." And in so saying she
caressed me and then went away. Her
countenance, I must say, inspired
much confidence in me. From that
hour I redoubled my prayers for her
soul, so that soon she should reach
her objective; but my prayers are too
weak; how I wish that for the souls in
Purgatory my prayers should have the
strength of the saints."

And the dear victim of expiation
suffered without ceasing for sixteen
days, at the end of which God was
pleased to accept her sacrifice and to
release that soul. This is how Gemma
herself told me of it:

“Toward half-past one it seemed to me
that the Blessed Mother herself came
to tell me that the hour was drawing
nigh. Then almost immediately I
thought I saw Mary Teresa coming
toward me clad as a Passionist,
accompanied by her Guardian Angel
and by Jesus. Oh, how she was
changed since the day I first saw her!
Smiling, she drew close to me and
said: "I am truly happy, and I go to
enjoy my Jesus for ever." She thanked
me again. Then she made sign of
bidding me good-bye with her hand,
several times, and with Jesus and her
Guardian Angel she flew to Heaven. It
was about half-past two o'clock in the
morning.”

God converted the world through the
labours of twelve poor fishermen. And
now He continues to save many
through the secret tears, penances
and pains of humble souls who are
discarded by the world, and yet are
great in His eyes. One of them
assuredly was this saintly Virgin of
Lucca.”

(Taken from “The Life of St Gemma
Galgani”, by Venerable Father
Germanus Ruoppolo CP)

Gemma Galgani was born on March 12, 1878.  She
enjoyed extraordinary mystical experience from 1898,
receiving the Stigmata (wounds of Christ in His Passion)
on 8 June, 1899, vigil of the Solemnity of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. She died on April 11, 1903 and was
canonized by Pope Pius XII in 1940.

"She bore in her flesh the wounds of Christ"
Pope Pius XI



In a world that has become largely
materialistic and which has all but lost the
sense of sin, most believers today
presume upon God’s mercy that when
they, their friends and relatives die they
immediately go to heaven. Forgetting
God’s justice they place little or no
importance on purgatory or the many souls
that go there.

On the basis of the definitive option for or
against God, each human being is faced
in this life - a time of trial - with the choice
either to live with the Lord in eternal
beatitude, or to remain far from his
presence. Between these extremes are
those souls who are neither estranged
from God nor wholly dedicated to him.

For these, when they die, there exists
purgatory. On the day of judgement the
value of each person's work will be
revealed: "If the work which any man has
built on the foundation [which is Christ]
survives, he will receive a reward. If any
man's work is burned up, he will suffer
loss, though he himself will be saved, but
only as through fire" (1 Cor 3: 14-15).

Purgatory (Lat., "purgare", to make clean,
to purify) in accordance with Catholic
teaching is a place  or condition of
temporal punishment for those who,
departing this life in God’s grace, are, not
entirely free from venial faults, or have not
fully paid the satisfaction due to their
transgressions.

The faith of the Church concerning
purgatory is clearly expressed in the
Decree of Union drawn up by the Council
of Florence (Mansi, t. XXXI, col. 1031), and
in the decree  of the Council of Trent which
(Sess. XXV) defined:

"Whereas the Catholic Church,
instructed by the Holy Ghost,
has from the Sacred Scriptures
and the ancient tradition of the
Fathers taught in Councils and
very recently in this Ecumenical
synod (Sess. VI, cap. XXX;
Sess. XXII cap.ii, iii) that there is
a purgatory, and that the souls
therein are helped by the suf-
frages of the  faithful, but princi-
pally by the acceptable Sacrifice
of the Altar; the Holy Synod en-
joins on the Bishops that they
diligently endeavour to have the
sound doctrine of the Fathers in
Councils regarding purgatory
everywhere taught and
preached, held and believed by
the  faithful"
(Denzinger, "Enchiridon", 983).

Further than this the definitions of the
Church do not go, but the tradition of the
Fathers and the Schoolmen must be
consulted to explain the teachings of the

councils, and to make clear the   belief and
the practices of the faithful. (Taken from the
Catholic Encyclopaedia Online…)

The souls who depart this life in the grace
of God suffer for a time because they still
need to be cleansed from venial sins, or
have still to pay the temporal punishment
due to mortal sin, the guilt and eternal
punishment of which have been remitted.
In keeping with the Gospel that exhorts us
to be perfect like the heavenly Father (cf.
Mt 5: 48) every trace of attachment to evil
must be eliminated, every imperfection of
the soul corrected.

The saints and doctors of the church tell us
that the sufferings of those in purgatory are
far greater than we can imagine in this life.
The chief reason being the pain of loss - or
separation from God.

The souls in purgatory have only one
desire, to be with God in heaven. The
temporary frustration of that desire is for
them the cause of most intense suffering.
Further, they know that their separation
from eternal Love has been through their
own fault and they understand, in a degree
previously impossible, what joy they might
have enjoyed had they avoided sin or made
more satisfaction on earth for the sins they
committed.

It is reasonable then that we should, in
union with the saints in heaven, do all in
our power to help these suffering members
of the mystical Body of Christ.

In the first place, helping the Holy Souls
promotes the honour and glory of God. He
longs for them to come to Him; they were
made for Him and it is their destiny to live
with Him in infinite bliss forever.

When we, by our prayers, (like the rosary)
penance, sacrifices, pious visits to
cemeteries, fasting, indulgences, and other
good works, aid these suffering souls, we
enable God to bestow on them sooner the
direct sight of Himself.

Secondly, prayer for the dead is one of the
great spiritual works of mercy. If helping
people in their bodily needs is blessed by
God how much more so will God be
pleased by the spiritual assistance given
to souls who cannot help themselves?
Most especially through the offering of the
Holy Mass we can relieve the suffering
souls of grievous torment and help to clothe
them with the garment of glory. Through
the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass our Lord
continuously offers what he offered on the
cross - his death, the sacrifice of his life,
his body and blood delivered up and shed
- for atonement to God and for the
redemption of man.

Thirdly, every good work done for God
earns its own reward (Matt. 10:42). Further,
when souls are released from purgatory
through our help on earth, they cannot
forget the latter before the throne of God.
Helping the Holy Souls, therefore, is a sure
way of obtaining the special intercession
of the saints.

We who have sinned know too well how
disordered is our whole nature. And since
we find ourselves always or nearly always
in this state, it is reasonable to think that
most of us will still be in this state when
death comes. We too will likely be in
purgatory.

"It is a holy and wholesome thought, to pray
for the dead, that they may be loosed from
sin"(2 Mach. 12: 46). As good Catholics let
us then seek earnestly and always to help
those souls detained in purgatory.

Devotion to the Souls in Purgatory

Paul Kokoski

Mr. Paul Kokoski is a freelance writer
who holds a BA in philosophy from
McMaster University in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada. His articles have been
published in several journals including,
Homiletic and Pastoral Review, New
Oxford Review, and Challenge
Magazine.

Paul Kokoski
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First Commandment) and collegiality,
which undermines the primacy of the
Popes and the ability of the bishops to
act as they historically could.
Vatican II was a pastoral council and
specifically established no new
doctrine. Its acceptance by the SSPX
cannot, therefore, be made a matter of
obedience.

Robhaidheuch on Jimmy Savile

When I first heard of the allegations
concerning Jimmy Savile, I wondered
was it just a tabloid press character
assassination, but as the story
developed and I heard Savile defend
Gary Glitter during a radio interview
and listened to witness and victim
testimony of his crimes I realised the
allegation was true.
Yes he should be investigated, and
hopefully other deviants who I am in no
doubt colluded with and took an active
part in Savile’s predatory lifestyle will
be exposed. I doubt those at the BBC
who are guilty and are protected by
high level members of Freemasonry
will be exposed but those involved
without benefit of such protection will
be fed piecemeal to the Press to
ensure damage limitation. All former
BBC disc jockeys who worked
alongside Savile on Top of the Pops,
e.g. Wogan, Travis, Blackburn, should
be questioned as to their knowledge of
Savile’s paedophilia.
The most damning indictment to my
mind was his association with Haute
de la Garennne Children’s Home in
Jersey, associated with allegations of
satanic ritual sacrificial murder of
children taking place there.

From
the
Blog…
Note: it is the convention in blogging
for contributors to use pseudonyms.
Below is a selection of comments from
a variety of topics discussed in recent
weeks…

Athanasius on the Synod of Bishops

I read an interesting statistic today on
Fr. Gruner's website concerning the
Council. Of the 2100 Fathers present
at that sorrowful event 50 years ago
only 14 are still alive, and of those only
7 were fit to travel to the present Synod
on Vatican II.

The rest of the Church doesn't
remember the Council and could care
less anyway. It just goes to show that
a handful of old timers, young liberal
rebels in their heyday, are trying to
keep this disaster alive because the
alternative is to admit that their
reformation pride has lead to the
greatest destruction of the Catholic

religion in our time. I think if I were one
of them, I would rather be recognising
my guilt and be on my knees pleading
with Our Lord for mercy while doing all
I could to reverse the damage that this
Council has wrought on the Church for
half a century now.

But I'm afraid I see no such sign of
humility in the old liberals of the "New
Evangelisation." Even at the edge of
the grave they are trying to fool yet
another generation into believing that
their revolution was the right course of
action for the Church and should be
continued. How deluded is that? It is
quite obvious that Vatican II is heading
for the tomb never to be resurrected.
It will stand forever in history as a great
warning against intellectual pride and
human respect.

Posada on Fatima

I believe firmly in Fatima because of
the specifics concerning the
consecration of Russia.
Calling for the Holy Father to order the
bishops to consecrate Russia to the
Immaculate Heart in union with him for
its conversion to the Catholic faith is
calling for the repudiation of religious
liberty, ecumenism, and collegiality all
at the same time.
Certainly it is against collegiality for the
Holy Father to order the bishops to do
what so many bishops don’t want to
do.
Also publicly requesting that the
Immaculate Heart convert Russia from
Russian Orthodoxy to the Catholic faith
is a big no no, it offends the
protestants/ecumenism and it offends
against religious liberty.
The whole consecration looks like a
public penance for religious liberty,
ecumenism and collegiality. Difficult
thing to do for the Holy Father since he
believes in them so much.
When the day of the consecration
happens won’t it be great to hear the
Holy Father actually say that Russian
Orthodoxy is not a way to heaven. It
will repudiate the Assisi meetings and
all they stand for.

Spiritustempore on the SSPX

The SSPX position is one of
obedience to the Holy Father in all
things, except where the Faith is
endangered by so doing. That
basically boils down to a refusal to
accept VII strictures on religious
liberty/ecumenism (contrary to the

In the Name of Cardinal
Newman (at Catholic chaplaincy,
Glasgow University, October 2012-April 2013).

The Glasgow branch of the Newman
Association list the following speakers
on their Programme for Session 2012-
2013:

Fr Michael Smith SJ  - the Holy Spirit
was ignored in the Catholic Church until
1962 (see CT, Issue No. 71, March 2012)
Topic: “Vatican II - fifty Years On”

Mary Cullen - editor of  dissident journal
Open House.
Topic: “Gaudium et spes: the
Council’s Most Distinctive Document”

Professor Gerard Carruthers of
Glasgow University.
Topic: “The Angry Church: Catholic
Conservatives and Liberals”

Fr Jim Lawlor, Glasgow Priest who
resigned as Parish Priest of St George’s
Penilee after being reported to the
Procurator Fiscal following allegations of
a sex incident (not involving anyone else)
in his church on 6/7/07. He was found in
a state of undress (not quite as delicately
described by the tabloid press at the time)
surrounded by “sex toys”.
Topic: Cardinal Carlo Martini, A
Prophet for Our Times. (See p.20 for
more on this “prophet”).

Sr Mary Ross , Sisters of Notre Dame.
Topic:“The Vatican and the American
Sisters’ Leadership Group”
Note: an official Vatican visitation found
“serious doctrrinal problems” with these
American nuns  who support  homosexuality,
women’s ordination and “radical feminist
themes incompatible with the Catholic faith.”
(New York Times, 18/4/12)

Aidan O’Neill - Advocate & Writer.
Topic: “Democracy and Catholicism”

“[M]y battle was with liberalism;
by liberalism I mean the anti-
dogmatic principle and its
developments... From the age of
fifteen, dogma has been the
fundamental principle of my
religion: I know no other religion;
I cannot enter into the idea of any
other sort of religion; religion, as
a mere sentiment, is to me a dream
and a mockery.”

(John Henry Newman: Chapter 2, History of My
Religious Opinions from 1833 to 1839 Apologia pro Vita
Sua  - 1865)
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Russia. Fr Kramer highlighted the
manifestation of the “diabolical
disorientation” foretold at Fatima, by,
for example, comparing what Cardinal
Ratzinger said before becoming
pontiff, to the “party line” (Fatima
belongs to the past) now holding sway
in the Vatican: “The Third Secret
concerns the dangers threatening the
faith and the life of the Christian, and
therefore (the life) of the world”
(Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI,
Jesus magazine, November 11, 1984)

In his talk, Fr Kramer took care to
explain the difference between real
Judaism and the Cabala, which is a
pseudo-Jewish pantheistic mysticism
of pagan origin, upon which
Freemasonry is based. This enabled
the audience to distinguish the
different nuances of the terms “Jews”
and “Jewish”.

Ireland:  Fatima Conference - A Corker! Continued from p.3

After the Conference, Holy Mass was
offered at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary

Church, Shanakiel Cork…

This distinction
was central to
understanding,
correctly, that  part
of Father’s talk

which focused on the subject of the
Freemasonic New World Order (N.W.O.)
Specifically, the references to the
Cabalistic Zionist Jews who would,
according to an official Masonic
publication, rule the “Masonic
Republic” (N.W.O) had to be
understood as distinct from authentic
believing Jews. (See Mystery of Iniquity,
Chapter 5, p.69, footnote 183)

Fr Kramer quoted from various
irrefutable sources, ranging from Sr
Lucia to Pope Benedict to demonstrate
the fact that the Third Secret has not
been fully revealed, and that Russia
has not been consecrated as
instructed by Our Lady. Highlighting
the precarious state of world peace
at the present time, and recalling
the key Fatima issues, notably the
promise of world peace to follow
the authentic Consecration of
Russia but also the warning of
suffering to come if the Pope fails
to honour Our Lady’s request, the
conference attendees were left in
no doubt about the vital importance
of the Fatima Message and the
Fatima devotions. Wearing the
Brown Scapular, praying our daily
rosary, attending Mass on the First
Five Saturdays are all crucial
elements in bringing the  Fatima
Message to completion. We can’t
consecrate Russia, but we can do
these things.

followed by
Candlelight Rosary Procession

from Calvary,  Prayer Hill, Blarney Road.

During the procession, we sang various hymns to
Our Lady, as well as the hymn to

St Patrick and Faith of our Fathers

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!
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I do not see so much of a difference
between the Internet, television, radio,
the press, and the media in general.
We can basically say, for all of these
things, that the children of the world
are wiser than the children of God.
Taken by itself, the Internet is a
means, and the right use of a means
will bring good fruits; the wrong use will
bring bad fruits. Now, it's not simply a
means; it's a very powerful means
because you can reach the whole
world. It's very impressive, but this
ability is something which has never
happened before in history. The radio
was seen as a novelty because it was
able to reach millions of ears; the
television was more since it could
capture eyes; the Internet makes it
possible for anybody at a very low
cost.
There is no comparison then between
the Internet and these other things.
That means whoever wants to say
something whatever it is he may do it.
This is one of the truly major problems
of the Internet and of Tradition. You
have people who have an idea of
Tradition maybe correct, maybe
incorrect and who simply talk.
Whoever has access to what is said
does not necessarily know what is right
or true. This is a very serious and
grave problem.
When you talk about preaching the
truth, the Church has this mission. The
Society, as part of the Church,
participates in this duty to spread the
truths of Revelation. But now everyone
can pretend to have authority with
great ease. Of course, they have no
authority, but everybody imposes
themselves as Doctors of the Faith
today.
There is usually no way to check the
quality of the one who speaks. It is a
very embarrassing problem. We have
experienced, for years, a major
problem there. We have people who,
for example, attack us unjustly with
calumnies, and there is almost no way
for us to stop them. Thus, whoever
wants to listen to them may do so. By

Bishop Fellay On The
Dangers of the
Internet …
Extract from an interview with Spiegel Online,
published in 2009…

doing so, they may endanger their trust
in the Society. I would go so far as to
say that, by putting this relationship
with the Society in danger, they easily
fall into mortal sin.
When you see the trash, hatred, and
calumnies spread on some sites, you
realize they are dangerous places.
And you have no right to expose
yourself to dangerous places. The
Internet is quite a challenge. On the
one hand, it is now a common means
of communication, even the normal
method today. So we are obliged to
use it. We may not simply ignore it.
There is a great need to educate
people in how to correctly use this
means.

Facebook: “Social”
Networking?

From the blog…

On January 1, 2011 I retired my
FaceBook page. Primarily I was tired of
it. I also don’t care for FB’s unreliable
security policies. Then there’s FB’s leftist
and elitist social policies. No thanks.

Given that my job as a web designer
obliges me to be up to date on tools and
events online, I’ve been obliged to
sometimes take a peek back into the
FaceBook world. Peek accomplished, I
then promptly re-deactivate my FB
account.

On the subject of FB, consider the matter
of the artificial sense of community
inherent in that milieu represented by the
case of 42 year-old Simone Back of
Brighton (UK) who left this Christmas
Day, 2010 message on her FB page:
“Took all my pills be dead soon bye bye
everyone”
The response? A number of her 1,048
virtual friends callously taunted her; one
called her a “liar;” another said it was “her
choice.” None of those who lived closest
to her called on her; only a handful of her
remote FB friends attempted to help. And
so, ignored or ridiculed by most of her FB
friends, Simone the charity shop worker
succumbed to her overdose of sleeping
pills and died a suicide. (Facebook 'friends'
mock 'suicide' of woman who posted goodbye
message, The Telegraph, 6/1/11)

Was FaceBook the cause? Hardly; it’s
just a symptom. Virtual friends, you see,
are supposed to be low-maintenance —
that’s part of the attraction. Glib one-
liners are the order of the day. “Staying
in touch” is a very low threshold indeed
— and not, it would appear from the
example of Simone Back at least,
sufficient grounds for a social network of
any significance, no matter what the size.

Posted by Isaac:
Blogosphere…or Gossipshere?

Signing up for our blog is easy but if you
prefer, I can do it for you. Just email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com and I’ll
add you to our blogging family - Ed.

Bishop Bernard Fellay…

Hello! Is that the editor of
Spiegel?  I forgot to say that I
wasn’t referring to the Catholic
Truth website and blog run from
Scotland. Those bloggers are SO
knowledgeable about the Faith and
SO supportive of the Society. I
can’t believe I forgot to say that in
my interview in 2009. Hardly slept
since. Any chance you can put in a
correction in the near future?
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The topic I’ve been asked to speak
about is the Vatican II vision of the
Church and of the Laity. I begin by
recalling the funeral of one of the very
few Protestants in my village in Mayo
when I was a teenager, long before
Vatican II. The local Catholic men
carried his coffin from his house up to
the door of the Protestant Church.
There they had to stop because the
Catholic Church forbad Catholics to be
present at any Protestant service; only
one man entered the church, believing
that the law of charity took precedence
over the Church law—and of course
he was penalized by our Church for
his action. (Ed: in what way? Who
“penalized” him and what “penalty” did he
suffer? Without concrete facts, this should
be discounted as either a false memory or a
Modernist fabrication) I doubt if anybody
here would wish to return to that pre-
Vatican situation.
Since Vatican II there has been a quite
radical change; Catholics now play an
active part in Protestant services.
Ed: compare this now prevalent attitude with
the authoritative words of Pope Pius X: “So,
Venerable Brethren, it is clear why this Apostolic
See has never allowed its subjects to take part in
the assemblies of non-Catholics: for the union of
Christians can only be promoted by promoting the

return to the one true Church of Christ of those who
are separated from it, for in the past they have
unhappily left it. To the one true Church of Christ,
we say, which is visible to all, and which is to
remain, according to the will of its Author, exactly
the same as He instituted it. During the lapse of
centuries, the mystical Spouse of Christ has never
been contaminated, nor can she ever in the future
be contaminated, as Cyprian bears witness: "The
Bride of Christ cannot be made false to her Spouse:
she is incorrupt and modest. She knows but one
dwelling, she guards the sanctity of the nuptial
chamber chastely and modestly." The same holy
Martyr with good reason marvelled exceedingly that
anyone could believe that "this unity in the Church
which arises from a divine foundation, and which
is knit together by heavenly sacraments, could be
rent and torn asunder by the force of contrary
wills." For since the mystical body of Christ, in the
same manner as His physical body, is one,
compacted and fitly joined together, it were foolish
and out of place to say that the mystical body is
made up of members which are disunited and
scattered abroad: whosoever therefore is not
united with the body is no member of it, neither is
he in communion with Christ its head.”
MORTALIUM ANIMOS On Religious Unity,
ENCYCLICAL OF POPE PIUS XI JANUARY 6, 1928

The new situation represents three
major breakthroughs brought about by
Vatican II—(1) a new commitment to
ecumenism, (2) a new respect for the
primacy of personal conscience, and
(3) a new respect for the individual
Christian who is not a cleric.
Ed: (1) ecumenism, as the above quote from
Mortalium Animos confirms, is a complete
break with Catholic Tradition. Affirming
Protestants and others in their errors, which
is effectively what is happening through
ecumenical activities, is contrary to Christ’s
command to win converts. (Matthew 28:19-20)
(2) Teaching on conscience has not changed
since Vatican II. The false interpretation of
conscience as teacher was corrected in The
Washington Case, a post-conciliar document
issued by the Sacred Congregation for the
Clergy on 26/4/71, in response to a group of
priest-dissenters from Humane Vitae. This
document set out “A Statement of
Theological and Pastoral Principles”
repeating, among other things, the traditional
Catholic doctrine on conscience, which is
that “the role of conscience is a practical
dictate, not a teacher of doctrine…” and,
citing Gaudium et Spes, “conscience is not
a law unto itself.” (cf Gaudium et Spes # 16)
(3) Since this is a subjective judgment, there
is little to say - I’ve never met any laity who
complain of “disrespect” prior to the Council
although many complain that they are
ignored by priests and bishops today when
they, for example, write to express concerns
about liturgical abuses or to ask for the
Traditional Latin Mass in their parish.

We are missing out on a key aspect
of Vatican II if we start by making too
sharp a distinction between the laity
and the clergy. The first big
breakthrough of the Vatican Council
was the rejection by the participants of
the document which had been

Fr Donal Dorr: Who Needs Priests?

prepared, one which was built around
the notion of the Church as a
structured institution with different
roles for pope, bishops, priests, and
lay people. The Council document
showed its priority by devoting its first
chapter to the nature of the Church as
a mystery and sacrament of God’s
love and then devoting the second
chapter to the Church as ‘The People
of God,’ before going on in later
chapters to deal with the structural
side of the Church.
Ed: this is to deny the divine constitution of
the Church, as established by Christ in its
hierarchical structure. (See Matthew 16:18)

A major effect of the Council is to
invite us to take seriously three key
passages in the New Testament. The
first is the insistence in the Letter to
the Hebrews that Christ is our High
Priest (Heb 5:5), our one mediator
(Heb 8:6) and so we do not need to
have a whole class of priests to
mediate between us and God. A
second crucial passage is in the Letter
of Peter, where he says that all of us
as Christians are ‘a royal priesthood.’
And a third significant passage is in
the letter to the Ephesians (Eph 4:11)
which lists a variety of gifts given to
Christians - apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers, but
makes no mention of ‘priests.’

Continuing the series: When Irish Eyes Are NOT Smiling…

EditorFrom the ACP
website…
Three hundred and fifty people gath-
ered in the Radisson Hotel in Cork (on
October 13th 2012) for the ACP Re-
gional Assembly. Tony Flannery wel-
comed everyone…
Ed: Fr Tony Flannery is under a “silence”
order from the Vatican (Irish Central: Vatican
continue to silence ‘liberal’ Catholic priest Fr Tony
Flannery. Outspoken Irish priest continues to be
investigated over ‘dissent’ 11/10/12).

I wrote, therefore, to Bishop John Buckley of
Cork &  Ross to ask him to act to prevent this
further scandal of a priest under investiga-
tion speaking publicly at the request of the
ACP, in his Diocese. No reply. Wonderful,
isn’t it, this new, broad, everyone’s opinion
matters “Church”?

In the afternoon session, (Fr) Donal
Dorr gave a wonderfully clear presen-
tation of the vision of Vatican II for the
Church and the Laity.
Ed: this “wonderfully clear presentation of
Fr Dorr’s vision for the Church and the Laity”
follows, complete with editorial comment.
Note: I emailed Fr Dorr to let him know I’d be
commenting on his talk in our November
edition and he replied, kindly and
courteously, to express pleasure at my
promise to respect his right to reply in our
next (January 2013) edition.

We do not need
to have a whole
class of priests

to mediate
between us

and God
Fr Donal Dorr

Continued on p.16
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Ed: this is pure Protestantism. I’ve had a
number of meetings with Protestant
gentlemen in recent months, and this is,
word for word, how they refute Catholic
doctrine on the priesthood. Luther lives on.

Even when the Council eventually got
round to issuing a separate document
about the ministry of priests it insisted
first of all that in the Church ‘all the
faithful are made a holy and kingly
priesthood [and] offer spiritual
sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ’
(PO 2). All this means that when we
reflect on the significance of Vatican II
we should focus first and mainly on our
call together as followers of Jesus with
the aim of both getting back to the
mission which he gave to his followers,
and at the same time looking forward
to how best to be true to that call and
that mission in the world of today and
tomorrow.
Ed: Vatican II actually reaffirmed the
priesthood, and due to the misinterpretation
of Catholic teaching, such as we find, sadly,
in Fr Dorr’s talk, Pope Paul VI issued a
post-conciliar document in 1974, in which
we read: The Church has ever more closely
examined the nature of the ministerial
priesthood, which can be shown to have
been invariably conferred from apostolic
times by a sacred rite (cf. 1 Tm. 4:15; 2 Tm.
1:6). By the assistance of the Holy Spirit, she
recognized more clearly as time went on that
God wished her to understand that this rite
conferred upon priests not only an increase
of grace for carrying out ecclesiastical duties
in a holy way, but also a permanent
designation by Christ, or character, by virtue
of which they are equipped for their work and
endowed with the necessary power that is
derived from the supreme power of Christ.
The permanent existence of this character,
the nature of which is explained in different
ways by theologians, is taught by the
Council of Florence and reaffirmed by two
decrees of the Council of Trent. Declaration in
Defence of the Catholic Doctrine On the Church
Against Certain Errors of the Present Day,
MYSTERIUM ECCLESIA, Issued by Sacred
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, June
24, 1973.

TWO INTERPRETATIONS OF
VATICAN II

What we have today are two quite
different interpretations of Vatican II.
One view acknowledges that the
Council brought about a lot of
discontinuity with the pre-Council
Church. Those who hold this view
point to the notable changes of
direction on certain key issues such as
ecumenism, relationships with
Judaism and other religions, freedom
of conscience, the use of local
languages in the liturgy, the idea that
the bishops share responsibility with
the pope for the leadership or
governing of the Church as a whole, a
new emphasis on the fundamental

equality of all Christians, lay or clerical,
and the insistence that all Christians
are called to be missionary.
Ed: (1) Vatican II affirmed the Supremacy of
the Pope in governing the Church. The
bishops must be in communion with the
Pope - they are not equals in government.
Lumen Gentium # 25

(2) Vatican II & the aforenamed post-concilar
“Declaration correcting certain errors”
repeats Catholic doctrine on the
complementary nature and roles of members
of the Church - that is not the same as
“equal”. Employees in any company will
carry out tasks which are complementary in
that they all build up the firm in various ways.
They are not necessarily equal to one
another in status or financial recompense.
Just ask the nearest Chief Executive.

The other view holds that of course
the Council held on to the essentials
but that it made significant reforms but
stresses its continuity with the past.

TWO KEY WORDS

The scholars tell us that the two key
words which sum up the intention of
the Council Fathers were the Italian
word aggiornamento which means
bringing the Church up to date and on
the other hand the French word
ressourcement which means getting
back to the original sources and
traditions. In recent years some people
are making an unduly sharp contrast
between these two intentions. They
are suggesting that there has been an
exaggerated liberal interpretation of
the Council in terms of up-dating and
conforming to the modern world, and
even that the Council document on
‘The Church in the Modern World’
went too far in this direction. There are
indications that fifty years ago when
the present Pope Benedict was just
Father Ratzinger, a theologian at the
Council, he was quite unhappy with
the tone of that document. For him,
then and now, the main emphasis
should be on a return to the sources
rather than a kind of updating which
would accommodate the Church to the
liberal values of the modern world.
On the other hand, we now hear that
Cardinal Martini, who might well have
been made pope instead of Pope
Benedict, gave a death-bed interview
in which he said that the Church is two
hundred years out of date.

Ed: and, thus, we
should, in charity,
pray for the soul of
Cardinal Martini in the
Catholic spirit of
presuming that he
has been spared Hell
and is now in
Purgatory.

DIVERGENT VIEWS ON FACING
THE FUTURE

Closely related to these two views
about the Council itself are two views
about how the Church should face into
the future. The first view is that Vatican
II made any notable changes that were
necessary and that the Church should
now concentrate on correcting
misinterpretations of the Council and
reversing wrong directions taken in
recent years. Those who hold this view
believe that the Latin Mass should
once more be widely celebrated, that
priests should celebrate Mass with
their back to the people,
Ed: or, more accurately, that the priest
should lead people in the worship of God,
and since we are speaking to God, not to one
another at Mass, we should all, priest
included, face the Tabernacle
that people should receive Holy
Communion on the tongue, that there
should be an emphasis on the
distinction between the priest and the
laity and on the importance of clerical
dress, that priests should be trained
separately from non-clerical students,
that a strong line should be taken
against the use of contraceptives, that
homosexuality is ‘a disordered state’,
that it is an infallible truth of our faith
that women may not be ordained as
priests, that nobody should be
appointed as a bishop who does not
fully accept this view or who seems to
be ‘soft’ on issues of sexual morality,
and that theologians should be
sanctioned or removed from their
positions if their teaching does not
conform to the strict Vatican line,
particularly on sexual issues, or on the
salvific value of other religions.
Ed: what we have just read indicates a
complete denial of the divine constitution of
the Church; the person who sees the above
teachings as merely “views” does not
possess the Catholic Faith.

Fr Donal Dorr: Who Needs Priests? Continued from p. 15

Continued on p.17

We're going this way, that way,
forwards and back, over the Irish
Sea…
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The alternative view is that the
Vatican Council was the beginning of
a new openness in the Church. Those
who interpret the Council in this light
believe that we are called by the Holy
Spirit to move on beyond the
necessary compromises in the Council
documents, and take a fresh look at
all the burning issues and new
situations of today. Many of those who
interpret the Council in this way
believe that much of the theology of
sexuality preached in the Church in the
past was simply wrong.
Ed: those “many” have, then, lost the
Catholic Faith. They clearly do not believe
that Christ kept His promise to preserve the
Church, which He established, from error.

Many hold that we have now come to
a rich understanding of the work of the
Spirit outside the Church and this
opens up the possibility of a profoundly
fruitful dialogue and cooperation with
the adherents and leaders of other
religions as well as with secular
humanists.
Ed: again, this is to call God a liar: “I am the
Way, the Truth and the Life; no-one can
come to the Father, except through Me.”
(John 14:6)

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

My own experience of Vatican II was
one of significant discontinuity. I had
already studied philosophy and theol-
ogy for eight years leading up to my
ordination as a priest in the year be-
fore the Council. I engaged in a fur-
ther four years of postgraduate study
of theology and philosophy during the
years of the Council. This brought
about a quite radical revision and re-
orientation of my Christian theology—
and more particularly in my spirituali-
ty, which is the practical expression of
my faith. Over the years since the
Council I hope and believe that I have
drawn out the deeper implications of
the new breath of the Holy Spirit
which was so evident in the delibera-
tions at the Council and in its docu-
ments. I can confidently say that the
result has been that my spirituality as
a Christian and a missionary priest
has been transformed and enormous-
ly enriched. I have no doubt that prac-
tically all of you who are listening to
me today can say that the Council has
led to a great enrichment of your faith
and a far deeper and more authentic
understanding of what it means to be
a Christian.
Ed: this is an admission that the Council - in
Fr Dorr’s experience - broke with Catholic
Tradition. “Significant discontinuity”; “a
quite radical revision and reorientation of
my Christian theology”; “new breath of the

Holy Spirit”. Doesn’t
Fr Dorr realise the
implications of all
this novelty? Is “Je-
sus Christ,  yester-
day and today and
the same forever”
(Hebrews 13:8) or not?

In the light of my
own experience it
is not surprising
that I agree with
those who believe
that the Council
opened up quite
radical new possibilities and invites us
to face the challenges of today with a
willingness to update the structures of
the Church and to critically evaluate
and replace some of the theology of
the past. For me the crucial point is
that it is a false dichotomy to claim
that we have to choose between ag-
giornamento and ressourcement, that
is, between updating and a return to
the sources. I believe that the two
come together. An authentic under-
standing of return to the sources does
not mean going back to the Latin
Mass, to frilly vestments, to a transla-
tion of the liturgy into language that is
quaint at best and at worst is almost
incomprehensible. It means rather re-
turning to the life and message of
Jesus and the faith of the early
Church, and finding ways to express
and support this faith in ways that are
appropriate to the various cultures of
today. That is what the early Chris-
tians did—developing new structures
as the situation required and engag-
ing in deep dialogue with Greek phi-
losophy in order to find more effective
ways of understanding their faith.
That is what the great theologians,
and mystics, and founders of religious
congregations did down over the cen-
turies. And that is what the Holy Spirit
invites us to do today.
Ed: the swipe at Catholic Tradition under
the guise of mocking “frilly” vestments and
Latin (which remains the official language of
the Church) is a  typical tactic of the “liber-
als” (and this from Fr Dorr who emailed me
his thoughts about the importance of being
“respectful” in “dialogue”).  In any case,
frilly vestments or daft rainbow vestments,
the very idea that we can “update” Christ’s
message is ludicrous. As evidenced in John
6:67, when some of the disciples aban-
doned Jesus because the idea of eating
Christ’s flesh and drinking His blood was
shocking to first century Jews, Christ did
not go off on an ACP retreat to see if He
could come up with something more ac-
ceptable to the culture of the day.
Nor is it always right to look to “sources”:
“...it is neither wise nor laudable to reduce
everything to antiquity by every possible
device. Thus, to cite some instances, one
would be straying from the straight path

were he to wish the altar restored to its
primitive table form; were he to want black
excluded as a colour for the liturgical vest-
ments; were he to forbid the use of sacred
images and statues in Churches; were he to
order the crucifix so designed that the di-
vine Redeemer's body shows no trace of His
cruel sufferings; and lastly were he to dis-
dain and reject polyphonic music or singing
in parts, even where it conforms to regula-
tions issued by the Holy See. Clearly no
sincere Catholic can refuse to accept the
formulation of Christian doctrine more re-
cently elaborated and proclaimed as dog-
mas by the Church, under the inspiration
and guidance of the Holy Spirit with abun-
dant fruit for souls, because it pleases him
to hark back to the old formulas.” MEDIATOR
DEI, Encyclical of Pope Pius XII on the Sacred
Liturgy, November 20, 1947

SOME POSSIBILITIES

By way of example, and to encourage
you to listen for the promptings of the
Holy Spirit in relation to your own faith,
I venture to suggest some possible
changes which might be in line with
the new directions set by the Vatican
Council. Before suggesting changes
in the structures of the Church and I
want to make some suggestions about
where the main energy of Church
members and Church leaders should
be focused in developing and
supporting our faith and spirituality.
First of all, I would like to see our
Church and its leaders engage in a
major commitment to teach people
various styles of meditation and
prayer, encouraging people to try them
out until each person finds one or more
styles which he or she will practise as
an ongoing nourishment for his or her
spirit.

Secondly, I’d like to see a major
conference in which experts and so-
called ordinary Christians would share
together about a whole variety of the
kinds of liturgy and public worship
which they would find helpful—and a
commitment by Church leaders to act
on the conclusions which would
emerge. I think it likely that this would
lead to much greater flexibility,
pluralism, spontaneity, and cultural
diversity in regard to language, music,
and ritual in our public worship, rather
than the rigid conformity that is being
imposed from the top at present.
Ed: the liturgy is about the worship of God,
not about what the people “find helpful”. The
insistence on “a commitment by Church
leaders to act on the conclusions” of such a
“major conference” suggests a failure, either
to understand or to accept the divinely
constituted hierarchical structure and
teaching authority of the Church.

Fr Donal Dorr: Who Needs Priests? Continued from p. 16
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Fr Donal Dorr: Who Needs Priests? Continued from p. 17

Thirdly, I would like to see much
greater emphasis by Christians and
Church leaders on the urgency of the
ecology issue
Ed: oh please! Whatever happened to: “Do
not worry about tomorrow, (for) tomorrow
will take care of itself?” (Matt:6:34)
and the issue of social justice at
national level and active support for
Trócaire at the international level. This
shouldn’t be just a matter of words but
of encouragement and support for
communities who undertake to live a
more simple alternative lifestyle, and
support for business people who
practise what Pope Benedict calls ‘the
economy of communion’, that is,
engaging in a type of business which
focuses not just on efficiency and
profitability but also on fair wages,
good working conditions, a respectful
and supportive atmosphere in the

workplace, ecological sensitivity, and
good relationships with the local
community.
Ed: the Church has always been a leader in
caring for the poor and needy. The landmark
encyclicals from pre-Vatican II popes (e.g.
Leo XIII Rerum Novarum: On the Condition
of Workers) are testament to the Church’s
charitable concern for justice in the world.
And since the Church provided schools and
hospitals around the world long before any
national health services appeared, this
charitable concern has never been merely
“just a matter of words.”  Far from it; the
Church has led the way for centuries in what
is now termed “social justice”.

Fourthly, I’d like to see the setting up
of a major dialogue between
theologians, scientists, and regular
practising Catholics ranging from
teenagers to pensioners, on the
theology and spirituality of human
sexuality. Pending the outcome of this
dialogue, Church leaders would speak

positively about the importance of
sexual love but undertake to say very
little about controversial issues such
as contraception, homosexuality, and
church ministry for women.
Ed: again, we see a total blank canvas, as if
Christ had not bequeathed to His Church the
right and obligation to teach in His Name.
The idea that “regular practising Catholics”
- many of whom are cohabiting and
contracepting, some even involved in
homosexual partnerships - should
“dialogue” i.e. debate and re-define the
God-given natural moral order of things in
matters of human sexuality, is akin to asking
the Scottish National Party to re-design
British Passports.

STRUCTURAL RENEWAL

I come now to the issue of structural
renewal. There is urgent need to find
more effective and more participative
ways of electing or selecting bishops
and popes. Ed: brace yourselves…

Equally important is the issue of how
Church leaders at all levels exercise
their leadership role. In this regard the
pope, the bishops, and parish priests
have much to learn from the changes
which have taken place in the
Religious Congregations since Vatican
II. Team leadership is now widely
practised in Congregations of
Religious Sisters and Brothers and
perhaps to a lesser extent in
Congregations of Religious Priests.
The Congregations and the new
Christian movements could also share
with the wider Church their experience
of developing participative structures
and the adoption of the best elements
in management theory. Most important
of all is the need to ensure that, just as
the leaders of Religious Congregations
are appointed for a limited time-span,
so too bishops and popes should hold
office for perhaps six years and then
move back into some form of pastoral
ministry.

Needless to say outdated, ridiculous,
and unChristian titles such as ‘Your
Lordship’, ‘Your Grace,’ ‘Your
Eminence,’ and ‘your Holiness’ should
be replaced by forms of address which
are more in line with the words and
witness of Jesus in relation to
leadership. The Daughters of Charity
offer an alternative: they call their
leaders ‘Sister Servant.’

No, Peter, when I say “you are Peter and on this rock I will build
My Church” and “he that hears you, hears Me” I don’t mean that you
are in . I really mean everyone is in charge. Isn’t that
obvious?  We can’t scupper the future work of the Holy Spirit -
what if He wants a member of the ACP to take over the running of
the Church? What if people change their minds about what is right
and wrong? We can’t go about the place impeding progress. Oh
and, by the way, after, say, 6 years, I think you ought to go back to
your day jobs, fishing for you, Peter, and I hear the Romans are
still looking for tax collectors, Matthew, so shouldn’t be a
problem. And anyway there’s always work to do looking after the
environment, We must become an eco-friendly Church, reduce our
catholic mission, so to speak, er, I mean carbon emissions…

Yes, Master -  That’s what
it says in Mark’s Gospel
I thought it was a life-
long commitment - Did
Mark get it wrong?

But, Lord! It
says in Mark
10:21 that we
have to leave
EVERYTHING to
follow you.

Continued on p.19
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It is particularly important that Church
leadership begin to act on the principle
of subsidiarity which is so central to
Catholic Social Teaching. This will
involve a quite radical reversal of the
present trend towards ever greater
centralization of authority and power
in the Vatican. The effect will be much
more pluralism and variety not only in
regard to liturgy but also in the sphere
of theology. A crucial first stage of this
decentralization came in Vatican II
which proposed a new era in the
Church where the pope and the
bishops would be jointly responsible
for the Church as a whole. This was
called “collegiality”—see the just
published book on this topic by former
president Mary McAleese. The book
is called Quo Vadis.
Ed: “collegiality” is really the condemned
heresy of Gallicanism1 reinvented.
Laughably, if Pope John XXIII had consulted
the bishops, we probably wouldn’t have had
Vatican II: “The idea of a council came to him
as a brainwave - and not for the purpose of
expounding the Church's doctrine, but for
that of ingratiating the Church with the
modern world and the separated brethren.
He took it as a divine inspiration and, without
consulting anyone, announced to a group of
cardinals at San Lorenzo fuori le Mura on
January 25, 1959, that he was going to call a
General Council. The cardinals,
flabbergasted, received the bomb-shell in
silence. Nor can they have been less
perturbed to hear that the Council would be
an aggiornamento or "up-dating" of the
Church, and would be "ecumenical" and
"pastoral" rather than dogmatic.” (Extract
from an excellent article On Collegiality, by
Fr. Basil Wrighton available to read online at
http://www.sspx.org/miscellaneous/on_collegiality_part_1.
htm )

There is need also for the adoption of
a much simpler lifestyle by nuncios
(nuncios are the Vatican diplomatic
representatives). Perhaps, too, the
Church needs to reflect seriously on
whether it is appropriate that the
Vatican should continue to be a
separate State, with the pope as a
head of state.
Ed: given the disgraceful pronouncements
of the Godless Presidents of Ireland recently,
including the one just mentioned, Mary (I
support “gays”) McAleese,  think Fr Dorr
would do well to set about dismantling the
Irish Republic and leave Vatican City State
in peace in a spirit of ‘put your own house in
order first’…

PROPHETIC CHALLENGES FOR
RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS

I have suggested that the Religious
Congregations can play a prophetic
role in showing how the institutional
church can develop a truly Christian
model of leadership. But the fact that
few new members from the Western
world are joining these Congregations

raises the question of whether they too
may need to make radical changes.

Would it be a helpful model of gender
equality if some of the Congregations
with a similar charism and spirituality,
say the Franciscan or Dominican
women and men, were to join together
in one unified Congregation?
Ed: it would certainly bump up the numbers
from the current 3-in-a-flat arrangements to
something around 6-in-a-flat arrangement.
Worth a try.

Would it be a good idea if some
religious Congregations were to offer
full membership not only to those who
take the traditional three vows but also
to married people and to people who
would take vows of poverty and
obedience but not of celibacy?
Ed: you kidding? Married men don’t obey
their wives as it is. Gerragrip.

Do the Religious
Congregations not
need to find new and
creative ways of
sharing their charism
and their ministries with
young people - starting,
perhaps, with the
families of their married
members?
Would it be helpful if
the great majority of Christians in the
world, old and young, had the
opportunity and the encouragement to
share actively in varying degrees in
both the charism and the ministry of
one or other of the many religious
congregations and new movements in
the Church?
Ed: Fr Dorr has clearly never tried to get a
young person to join the Legion of Mary, let
alone a Religious Order. Or to hand out some
Catholic Truth newsletters after Mass. Well,
he’s unlikely to want to do that, I suppose…
However, the point is made: this is is yet
another example of the Modernists’ favourite
branch of theology: TWT (Theology for
Wishful Thinkers)…

ARE WE REALLY POWERLESS?

No doubt many of you believe that,
however urgent such changes may be,
we are trapped in a situation where we
can do nothing about it, since all the
power now lies with the Vatican. I grant
that I sometimes feel like that. But I
have to remind myself that there are
things that I can do. Naming the issues
as I am doing now is only a first step.
Perhaps it is more important for us
priests to play an active role in the
Association of Catholic Priests - and
for the lay-people, Sisters, and
Brothers to become actively involved

in the newly formed ‘Association of
Irish Catholics’ and/or one or other of
the movements for change which have
emerged in the Church. As you know,
there is a very wide variety of such
movements, some of them being quite
conservative and others more open or
even radical. I mention here just three
of my own favourites: ‘Sant Egigio’,
Taize, and the Lay Dominicans.
Ed: Taize is a community of Catholics,
Protestants, you name it, living together in a
hotch potch of theology and spirituality. Not
recommended by  Catholic Truth. ‘Sant
Egigio’ is another “Peace, Brother/Sister”
outfit and the website of the Lay Dominicans
in Ireland reveals that they do everything
from visiting the sick to playing at being
priests in the sanctuary. Plus, be assured of
this: the fact that we don’t have a super-
duper planet earth is not down to the lack of
“Christian” effort.  Of course, we don’t want
to be so heavenly minded that we’re no
earthly use, but it would be nice to hear about
some effort to win “conversions” now and
then - the sign of a truly Catholic apostolate.

I think it is particularly important to
ensure that those of us involved in
these movements can be seen as
people who love our Church, even
when we challenge aspects of its
institutions, and that we do not allow
ourselves to be dismissed as just
cranks or disloyal Christians. In this
regard I am very impressed by the
leadership of the Association of
Catholic Priests. Anybody who looks
at their website or attends their
meetings can see that they are
mainstream Christians, who are
working in a very balanced way to
promote the vision of a Vatican II
Church.
Ed: You have jes gotta be kidding, Fr Dorr.
The ACP website screams “schism” from
every page…

They do not just focus on calling for
structural change, but offer spiritual
nourishment by providing daily
reflections on the reading in the Mass.
They offer a forum where there can be
honest dialogue on key issues, where
different points of view are aired, and
where the dialogue is monitored to
ensure that nobody is insulted or
pilloried.
Ed: this is patently untrue. I made a point of
NEVER insulting or pillorying anyone when
I submitted comments on their blog, but they
still didn’t get through. The ACP censor
comments, make no mistake about it.

We need to be courageous, to find our
voices, not leaving the dialogue to the
extreme liberals or the extreme
conservatives.
Lay people and members of religious
communities can offer encouragement
and support to pastoral priests in

Fr Donal Dorr: Who Needs Priests? Continued from p. 18
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taking the risk of adopting a different
approach and of respectfully
challenging Church authorities. Above
all it is essential that lay people,
priests, and bishops engage in sharing
and dialogue about our Christian faith
and practice - a dialogue where
nobody is attacked and where issues
about the dysfunctional structures in
the Church are just one relatively small
element in a much wider faith-inspired
dialogue.
We must nourish ourselves and each
other by our personal and community
prayer, believing and hoping against
all hope that the Holy Spirit is actively
at work not only in us but also in the
present leadership of our Church.
Ed: the Holy Spirit is guaranteed, by Christ,
to be at work in the “dysfunctional”
structures of the Church. Not so with the rest
of us. St Augustine tells us that we possess
the Holy Spirit in the same measure that we
love the (“dysfunctional”) Church.2 Go figure.

When we are tempted to give up
hope, we can remind ourselves of the
miracle which took place at Vatican II,
when two thousand elderly men and a
few women, inspired by the Holy Spirit
and Pope John suddenly brought
about the first key steps in the most
radical change of direction in our
Church since the time of Constantine
seventeen hundred years ago.
Ed: nonsense:  Some Cardinals worried that
Pope John XXIII was, in fact, “testing” the
Holy Spirit by calling an unnecessary
Council. There was no major heresy and the
majority of Catholics attended Mass. Note,
though, how the same Modernists who deny
papal infallibility, are keen to spread the
totally unfounded notion that Vatican II was
“inspired” by the Holy Spirit. Crackers.

Footnotes
1 The First Vatican Council condemned collegiality:
(A)
If anyone therefore should say that the Roman Pontiff has
only the office of inspecting or directing, and not the full and
supreme power of jurisdiction over the whole Church, not
only in matters of faith and morals, but also in matters
concerning the discipline and rule of the Church throughout
the world; or that he has merely the principal part and not the
full plenitude of this supreme power; or that his power is not
ordinary and immediate, whether over each and all the
churches, or over each and all the pastors and faithful: let
him be anathema. (De Ecclesia Christi, can. 3.)
(B)
We, therefore, adhering faithfully to the tradition received
from the beginning of the Christian faith, for the glory of
God our Savior, for the exaltation of the Catholic religion
and the salvation of the Christian people, teach and define,
as a divinely revealed dogma, that the Roman Pontiff, when
he speaks ex cathedra, that is, when, discharging his office
as pastor of all Christians, in virtue of his supreme authority,
he defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held
by the whole Church, he then, by the divine assistance
promised to him in Blessed Peter, enjoys that infallibility by
which the divine Redeemer wished His Church to be
endowed when defining a doctrine of faith or morals; and
that therefore such definitions of the Roman Pontiff are
irreformable of themselves, and not by the consent of the
Church. Wherefore, if anyone should presume to contradict
- which God forbid - let him be anathema. (De Romani
Pontificis infallibili magisterio, cap. 4, can. 4.)
2 St. Augustine (354–430): "We have the Holy Spirit if we
love the Church: we love the Church if we remain in her
unity and charity." Tractatus in Io 32, 8: PL 35, 1646.
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When he was
contacted by
very shocked
Catholics, the
local Ordinary,
Bishop José
Luiz Ferreira

Photos of a memorial Mass for the
"Day of the Freemason", celebrated by
Father Geraldo de Magela Silava, of
the Diocese of Pesqueira (state of
Pernambuco, Brazil), on August 20,
2012, were posted on the Facebook
page of a Masonic association.

Believe it or
not…

Salles, CSsR, "excused himself and
simply said that he ... had just arrived
from a trip”
What will be
done about this
horrendous
scandal, given
the constant
and unanimous
condemnations
of Freemasonry, from popes down
the centuries: “We no sooner came to
the helm of the Church than We
clearly saw and felt it to be Our duty
to use Our authority to the very
utmost against so vast an evil” (Pope
Leo XIII, Humanum Genus # 8)

Now, with this shocking “Mass” in
Brazil, we witness the celebration of
this “vast evil”.

Apparently, the
Church in Brazil
has form on
this, because
another bishop
- Luiz Demetrio

Valentini of Jales  -  was once
photographed entering a Masonic
lodge under an archway of Masonic
swords, to honour the lodge’s 53rd

anniversary. (Gerald Warner: Has Brazilian
Church gone off the rails? Decision by parish
in the South American country to
commemorate ‘Day of the Freemason’ is
criticised, Scottish Catholic Observer,
28/9/12)

There’s really
not a lot left to
say, is there,
except “would
the last person
to leave please
switch off the
light.”

C a r d i n a l
M a r t i n i :
Prophet for
our times?

To work out whether or not the late Cardinal
Carlo Maria Martini is really “a prophet for
our times” you might begin by researching
what the usual suspects think of him.
The blatantly dissident Mgr Basil Loftus,
regular columnist in the Catholic Times, just
loves him to bits: “(Cardinal Martini) asks that
the Church should ‘rouse itself’…”
(Loftus enthuses about Martini in more than one
article, but above quote is from Catholic Times,
7/10/12: One small step for Vatican, one giant leap
for Church (another assault on papal supremacy)

“[T}here is nothing particularly exceptional
in what he has to say: we need to reform our
sexual teaching, return to the Bible and return
to the sacraments. The first of these may seem
radical, but there is general agreement on this
too. The sexual teaching of the Church is not
getting across to the faithful, let alone to the
population at large. It needs reform…”
(Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith, Don’t believe what
you’ve read about Cardinal Martini’s last interview
- The cardinal was calling for a religious revival,
not for the abolition of unpopular Church
teachings, Catholic Herald, 4/9/12)
Note: previously, I’d regarded Fr Lucie-Smith as a
“dissenter-lite” but with his support for the
“prophet” Martini he’s been promoted to one of the
“usual suspects”.
At Cardinal Martini’s funeral, the following
message from the Pope was read out by his official
representative: “The Lord, who has guided
Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini throughout his
life, is now welcoming this tireless servant of
the Gospel in Heaven…” (emphasis added)

WOW! - he’s in Heaven (along with everyone
else who’s died since 1962…)

So, what’s the fuss? Why do the ‘liberals’
regard him as a “prophet”?

Well, in his final interview, published after
his dealth, he was openly dissident. He said
that the Church is 200 years out of date and,
guess what, to update, it needs to accept “gay”
relationships and re-constituted families: “A
woman, for instance, is abandoned by her
husband and finds a new companion, who
takes care of her and her three children. This
second love succeeds. If this family is
discriminated against, not only is the mother
cut out [from the church] but also her
children. If the parents feel like they're outside
the church, and don't feel its support, the
church will lose the future generation”

Arrogantly and in much (culpable) ignorance,
he said that “Vatican II gave the bible back to
Catholics” and, of course, no interview with a
Modernist “prophet” would be complete
without a swipe at the Pope: “[T]he church
must recognize its errors and follow a radical
path of change, beginning with the pope and
the bishops”

A “prophet”? Oh yes. As a ‘star’ he was to the
Church what Jimmy Savile was to showbiz.
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Let me say a word about Faith. Faith is a most
precious gift from God, the doorway to eternal
happiness. It is the movement of the Holy Spirit
in our heart, opening the eyes of our mind, and
inviting us to accept and believe the Truth God
has revealed to us, as proposed by the Church.
We use the word ‘faith’ in two ways: as both
an objective reality (‘The Faith’), meaning the
mighty deeds God has done for us and the
saving truths and doctrines he has revealed, and
also as a subjective response (‘Our Faith’), the
human act, by which we love God in return,
choosing to follow his ways and to believe him.
The Year of Faith will focus on faith in both
senses of the word.

First, ‘The Faith’, what God has revealed: some
suggestions. It would be good for all of us,
priests and people, to attempt this year a
systematic study of the Creed and the
Catechism, receiving and learning the doctrines
expressed therein, and then exploring their
meaning and value for our lives today. It
would be good if every church had a small
bookstall with leaflets about aspects of the
Catholic faith and its practice, and that we
all made use of it. It would also be good, in
parish newsletters, to draw attention to helpful
websites and other resources. The diocesan
Department for Pastoral Formation has
proposed some splendid ideas in a helpful
leaflet.

Moreover, I will be sending to our priests and
deacons, a ‘Preachers Guide’, with
suggestions for weekly homily notes, brief
catecheses and questions for discussion-
groups, together with a plan for the daily
study of the Catechism.

Secondly, my faith as a response to Christ and
his Church. It would be good this year, for our
parishes and communities to help everyone
deepen their faith, by arranging periods of
Eucharistic Adoration, and advertising times
when the church is open for visits to the
Blessed Sacrament. It would be good too for
our schools to pray the Angelus at midday,
recalling Mary’s response of faith and to
encourage staff and students to say the
‘Apostles Creed’, as on the Year of Faith
bookmarks. Moreover, as individuals and as
communities, we should also try to make our
faith more public, that is, to give witness. For
example, why not wear a crucifix or a
religious symbol? Or invite a non-practicing
friend to accompany you to Mass? Or make the
Sign of the Cross, when you are out for a meal,
and say ‘grace’ as a family? Why not install a
rosary or devotional item in your car? Why
not say ‘Thank God’, when someone tells you
good news or ‘Please God’, when they tell you
their hopes and aspirations? I am sure many of
you do some of these things already. (Emphasis
added)

England’s Two Newest Bishops “Divisive” - Rejoice! Continued from p. 2

What brought down the wrath of the
“liberals” on the head of the new
Bishop of Portsmouth might be best
summed up in his by now infamous
plea for prayers:

Extract from Bishop Egan’s
homily on 24 September, 2012…

Please pray for me to the Lord Jesus,
whose Heart yearns for us in the Blessed
Sacrament, that I might be a humble and
holy, orthodox, creative and courageous
Bishop of  Portsmouth, one fashioned after
the Lord's own. (Homily, episcopal
ordination of  24/9/12)

There you have it. Bad enough that the
new Bishop expresses a desire for
holiness, but orthodoxy? The Tablet-
takers were beside themselves. After
outlining the reputation that had gone
before the new Bishop (“neo-
conservative; vanguard for the Catholic
Right; “traditional” (shock horror!) And
“a dangerous apostle of Bishop
Davies”, Tablet-takers were told that
“the mood for some became
overwhelming. Every letter of what he
said has been debated in the diocese
- and more than once - since.” Jury’s
out on Portsmouth’s new bishop, The Tablet,
28/9/12.

Take a look at the extract from Bishop
Egan’s homily in column 2, hardly
designed to bring on a heart attack,
even in Tablet-takers. I’ve placed some
key words in bold to highlight the
problem. This, by post-Vatican II
standards, is one exceptional bishop.
In his homily (the part not reproduced
opposite) the new Bishop described
England as “Mary’s Dowry” (entirely
un-ecumenical) and thanked Bishop
Davies for his “inspiring example of
what it means to be a brilliant diocesan
Bishop.”  What? A Bishop who wasted
no time establishing a traditional parish
in his diocese? An “inspiring example”?
“A brilliant diocesan Bishop”?
Thank you, Holy Father for giving
England these two wonderful bishops.
Can we have one of in Scotland as
well, please and thank you. Like, right
now…

Scottish Catholic Observer
Columnist Insults  Church
in another (secular) newspaper.

One of our Protestant
readers drew my
attention to an article in
The Observer, 26/8/12,1
penned by Kevin
McKenna who, like every
other clueless ‘liberal’ on
the planet, never misses
an opportunity to
present himself as an expert in all things
Catholic. The reader who sent me The
Observer article was appalled at the sheer
brass neck of McKenna,to be earning a
living from the Catholic Church
(presumably he’s not writing for the
Scottish Catholic Observer (SCO) free of
charge) while savaging her in a secular
newspaper.

McKenna’s Observer article focused on the
refurbishment of St Andrew’s cathedral in
Glasgow, and it was a pretty nasty piece.
Don’t get me wrong. I used all the
adjectives, all the superlatives in the
dictionary when reporting on what Kevin
McKenna describes as “our gaudy
cathedral” but where we differ is crucial:
McKenna’s concern centred on the cost of
the refurbishment, money which he
thought would be better spent on - you
guessed it - the poor. It’s called The Judas
Iscariot School of (Non)-Thought.  Judas
roundly chastised Our Lord for not refusing
the expensive gift of ointment with which
Mary used to anoint his feet while Martha
prepared and served supper: “why was not
this ointment sold for three hundred pence
and given to the poor?” (John 12:5) The
Evangelist goes on to point out that Judas
said this, not because he cared about the
poor but because he was a thief (John 12:6).

Today, we see similar hypocrisy from those
who - while voting for political parties
dedicated to robbing the poor (and they’re
all in it together, no mistake about it) -
profess shock-horror that money should
be spent for the purpose of giving glory to
God, and that notwithstanding Our Lord’s
admonition to Judas: “…the poor you have
always with you; but me you have not
always”.

It is important to note that our criticisms of
the cathedral refurbishment are not based
on financial cost, but on the fact that the
new cathedral reflects the “new religion”.
Thus, it cannot give glory to God.

Editor

Continued on p.22, column 3
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Catholic Truth in Dialogue…
Raymond O’Leary

Catholic primary schools in the Archdi-
ocese of Glasgow.  The third man is
now heavily involved in the Labour
Party.

These men are apparently very im-
pressed with the Protestant service
they attend.  One commented that the
service was "wonderful", but suggest-
ed ways in which it could be "even
better".  Our friend said that on enter-
ing his parish, these men bow and
genuflect. We questioned if these men
believe in the Real Presence.  If they
do, do they believe that the Church of
Scotland has a valid Eucharist? Either
way, they are incredibly mixed up.

Our friend was certain that the weak
position of the Church of Scotland on
homosexuality is what attracts these
men to his parish.  Given what Catho-
lic Truth already know about them, we
tend to agree.  Parents should be
aware that at least two of these men
are teaching their children in a Catho-
lic school, with the full approval of the
Scottish Bishops!

On Monday 24th September, two
members of the Catholic Truth team
met with a young Protestant man in a
Glasgow city centre cafe.  This man
had contacted Catholic Truth to ex-
press his concerns over the public
funeral of the leading QC, Paul Mc-
Bride (RIP), who was openly homo-
sexual and living with his civil partner.
"How could the Scottish Bishops
speak out so publicly against homo-
sexuality but still permit this high pro-
file, public funeral?", our friend asked.
Good question!

We enjoyed a very stimulating and
lively debate, discussing the crisis in
the Church and the world.  Of particu-
lar interest to all of us was the modern
day ecumenical movement.  We all
remarked that our conversation had
been pleasant, but neither side had
compromised.  The mistake of the
ecumenical movement is that it avoids
the "thorny" subjects that actually
matter most!  Interestingly, our Prot-
estant friend commented that the
Catholic hierarchy are much more en-
thusiastic than their counterparts,
Archbishop Conti being particularly
enthusiastic!

Amazingly, our friend claimed that
several young, Catholic men had
started attending his Church of Scot-
land parish on a Sunday evening (we
presume this is in addition to fulfilling
their Sunday Mass obligation earlier in
the day).  We asked why he thought
these men had started attending a
Protestant parish.  "The Church of
Scotland's weak position on homo-
sexuality", was his answer.

It transpires that the three men in
question are very well known to Cath-
olic Truth. All three were accepted as
seminarians, two for the Diocese of
Motherwell and one for the Archdio-
cese of Glasgow.  The former studied
at the Scots College in Rome and the
latter declined a place at the now
closed Scotus College in Bearsden.
Two of the men in question are now
primary school teachers, teaching in

I am not, however, being entirely fair to Mr
McKenna by insinuating that he is a
“hypocrite” because, in fact, Kevin
McKenna is really quite upfront about his
disdain for all things Catholic even in his
SCO column, e.g. 21/9/12 where he
belittles everything from Confession to Hell
and back again.2

McKenna tells his readers that anyone who
still uses the word “Confession” instead of
the new “Sacrament of Reconciliation”, is
“obviously in the 95 per cent who has not
been going regularly or have not been for
some time, like me.”  I mean, does this guy
need help, or what? I have always referred,
do refer and always WILL refer to
Confession as Confession. I (need to) go
regularly, as you’ve probably guessed. It’s
rich to have an admission like this from one
of the alleged “liberals” that, in fact, he’s
not actually a regularly practising Catholic
at all. Possibly in the once-a-year  Easter
Duties brigade (though I doubt if he’ll know
about Easter Duties) but, at a wild guess,
I’d say Mr McKenna would have trouble
distinguishing a confessional box from an
xbox.
Again, though, don’t get me wrong: I agree,
fully, with his conclusion in The Observer
article that “There is something rotten at
the heart of the Catholic Church in
Scotland right now” I just don’t agree with
his explanation of why that is the case. He
thinks the Church is “losing touch with
reality” citing the Church’s “absurd
obsession with homosexual unions” and
(wait for this - don’t laugh) the existence of
“a small cabal of ultras who, distressingly
enjoy far too much influence in its affairs.”
Unless he’s talking about “ultra-liberals” -
in which case he’s got the numbers wrong:
there’s a lot of them - then he’s surely
referring to the couple or so orthodox laity
(Church employees Peter Kearney and
John Deighan) who appear on TV from
time to time to uphold Catholic moral
teaching, notably on the subject of same-
sex marriage.  Mr McKenna, on the other
hand, believes that “Poverty cries out to
God for vengeance more than gay people
who want a certificate” (of marriage).3

Once again, we remind the bishops of their
duty and responsibility under Canon Law
# 813:1 to ensure that people like Kevin
McKenna are not permitted to write in
Catholic publications.4 They might reflect
on the following wise words: “Ask God’s
blessing on your work but do not also ask
him to do it.” (Waggerl)

Footnotes
1 Kevin McKenna: Our gaudy cathedral is a monument to
vanity, The Observer, 26/8/12
2 Kevin McKenna: Contemplating the spiritual afterlife,
SCO, 21/9/12
3 The Observer, op cit.
4 Canon Law #813:1

Scottish Catholic Observer
Columnist Insults  Church

in another (secular) newspaper
Continued from p.21

Three things are necessary
for the salvation of man: to
know what he ought to
believe; to know what he
ought to desire; and to
know what he ought to do

St Thomas Aquinas

Even those of you in denial about the
damage the ecumenical craze is doing
to the Catholic Faith must realise that
the young Catholic men mentioned in
the above report,   who regularly attend
Church of Scotland services, neither
know what to believe, nor what they
ought to desire, let alone what they
ought to do to be saved - which is to
pray an extra Rosary if they find they
have time to spare, not attend
Protestant services, let alone offer
advice on how to improve them. Even
the Protestant gentleman who told us
about these young ecumaniacs was
shocked - Ed



Dumb and
            Dumber

You guys OK? How’s about
giving the sermon next
time? Talk about the Great
Architect of the Universe.
We could use a change:
Between Trinity, Trinity,
Trinity and the Sermon on
the Mount week in and week
out… you’ll get my drift.
Whatdyesay? You up for it?
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Mario, what on earth is going to happen now, with two
orthodox bishops appointed in england?  This is going to cause
a huge rupture with Tradition. Next thing they’ll be telling me
to stop the gay masses, would you believe…

Exactly, Vinnie. We’re worried they might try something like
that in Scotland. Prophets will surely rise up, though, to fight
any such attempt to crush Tradition. Fifty years is a long time.
People are set in their ways. The last thing they need is some
bishop shouting about orthodoxy. We’ll have to pray to the Holy
Spirit. I’ve never tried that before. Hear it works a treat…Archbishop Vincent

Nichols, Westminster
Mario Conti, Archbishop
Emeritus of Glasgow

You betcha, Padre. We’ll
fix the details next week
after the Lodge meeting -
take it you’ll be there, as
usual? Oh, I forgot about
your meeting with the
bishop - so he won’t be at
the lodge either?  Never
mind, we’ll shake on it
after Mass…

Goodness, what am I going to do? Bad enough that Our Lady asked me to
consecrate Russia and I’ve had those Fatima activists badgering me to get
on with it, but now the European Parliament is on the case - I mean, it’s
one thing to ignore Our Lady, but how can I refuse the EU?  Unthinkable!

The Russian politicians and the Orthodox Church just won’t wear it. What
a dilemma!

I’d better have a word with Bertone. He’ll know what to do…

You’re asking ME, Holy Father? Sorry, Papa Benedict, it’s
your call. I’m not going to contradict my (our!) previous
statements. I mean, it’s obvious, isn’t it, that we’re enjoying
a lovely period of world peace, and that Russia has been
converted to Catholicism. Just ask Putin. No, Holy Father,
count me out on this one. I’ve already made a fool of myself
by writing a book debunking the whole fatima message only
to be humiliated on national TV over it. How was I to know
that a top Italian journalist was going to debunk MY
debunking of Fatima? No, Papa Benedict, you’re on your own
with this one. Cardinal Bertone
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For some time now, we have been preparing
to offer an online service whereby we will
notify readers when the current newsletter
is published on our website.

Therefore, if you have access to the internet,
I urge you to email me to have your name
transferred from the ‘snail’ mailing list to
the email-list. We are seeking to make
serious cuts in our mailing list so your
co-operation  will be much appreciated.

Transferring means that in future, you will
receive notification when the current
newsletter is online at our website instead
of having to wait for the postman…

All you have to do is to email me -
editor@catholictruthscotland.com and
write TRANSFER in the subject field.

Remember to  state your name, so that you
can be deleted from the hard copy mailing
list.

Note: you can then choose whether to read the
newsletter online, or print it off to read on
paper.

Readers who are not on the internet will
continue to receive the hard copy, as will
priests, bishops,and the Vatican Congregations.

Those who wish to be removed from the
mailing list altogether, that is, readers who
wish to stop receiving the newsletter, simply
email or write to say so, making sure you
include your name and address. You will be
removed from our list immediately, if not
sooner…     Thank you.

I m p o r t a n t   N o t i c e Editor

“Unfortunately” - the two Italian Northern
League MPs said – “Europe has deviated
dangerously from the symbol’s original
source of inspiration, veering in a different
direction, to benefit interests that have little
to do with those of our people and with the
Christian values the vast majority of
Europeans uphold.”
Fontana and Borghezio presented a
written statement in support of the requests
which Our Lady of Fatima became a bearer
of in order to save Europe and the world
and ensure peace and prosperity. Fr.
Nicholas Gruner, founder of the Our Lady
of Fatima Association, a non profit
organisation, presented the proposal to the
European Parliament.

Symbolism of the EU Flag is
Marian… Continued from p.1

Mario Mauro, leader of the Italian People
of Freedom Party (PDL), one of the parties

that form part of the
European People’s
Party (EPP), stressed
that the EU flag has
twelve golden stars
that form a circle set

against a blue backdrop. The number of
stars has nothing to do with the number of
EU states but is an ancient numeric symbol
that stands for harmony and solidarity. A
competition was held in order to choose
the flag and French Catholic designer
Arsène Heitz won.
The meaning of the flag’s symbolism can
be found in an image of Marian devotion
which appears in the twelfth chapter of the
Book of Revelation: “Then a huge sign
became visible in the sky – the figure of a
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet and a crown of twelve stars
upon her head.”2

Footnotes
1 Official Press Release, Fatima Centre, Ireland
2 Extract from Symbolism of EU flag is Marian, Vatican
   Insider, online, 22/10/12

If My requests are
heeded, Russia will be
converted, and there
will be peace; if not,
she will spread her
errors throughout the
world, causing wars
and persecutions of
the Church. The good
will be martyred, the
Holy Father will have
much to suffer, various nations will be
annihilated. In the end, My Immaculate Heart
will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate
Russia to Me, and she will be converted, and a
period of peace will be granted to the world
(Our Lady to Fatima Seers, 13/7/17 revealed by Lucia in
her memoirs, first published in the 1940s)

Dear Reader ...
From the editor...

The prophet Jeremiah points out that
when we have bad priests, the people
love it (Jeremiah 5:30).

No need to get Sherlock Holmes on
the case. It’s obvious why this is so.
Life is easier all round - in this world -
for faithless priests and people.
Week after week, we find the
indefatigable Mgr Basil Loftus
extolling the ‘virtues’ of do-it-yourself
theology and morality in the Catholic
press1, re-writing the Gospels and
spewing “compassion” all over the
place. Except, of course, in the
direction of  “traditional” Catholics.
Meanwhile, in the rest of the
Modernist world, the late Italian
Cardinal Martini is being hailed as a
prophet for rebuking Pope Benedict
from the grave and exhorting him to
move with the times and allow divorce
and remarriage, “gay” partnerships,
you name it. Indeed, he was keen, in
his final  interview (see p.20), for the
Church to recognise new types of
families, allow condom-use, and
conduct a general reform of  God’s
natural moral law as it relates to
sexual behaviour. I wonder whether
he held to those views at his
judgment. This is one of those
occasions when a friendly fly on the
wall would be useful to have on one’s
Christmas card list.
Instead of exhorting us, the Catholic
faithful, to conform our lives to God’s
law, far too many, if not most priests

are torn between tolerating our sinful
behaviour and blatantly encouraging
it. Makes life easier for them, if they
don’t have complaints rolling in from
rebels. Some  years ago I heard a
priest say that if he preached about the
evil of contraception the congregation
would get up an leave. So? He should
have done exactly what Our Lord did
when faced with dissent:  let them go.
The alternative is to condone and thus
promote sin. What was Cardinal
Martini’s incredible call to “reform”
God’s moral law if not an
encouragement to the faithful to sin?
No wonder he’s popular! The “gays”
and the co-habitees must feel as
though they’ve stumbled on an
unclaimed lottery ticket, deadline day
after tomorrow. The burglars and serial
killers must be thinking “it’s only a
matter of time…”
The Church is in chaos. Society is in
chaos. The weather is in chaos - with
not a scientific soul in sight to explain
it to us. Where have all the global
warming worriers gone? How’s the
ozone layer doing these days?
As ever, we face the question of what
we can do, in addition to praying,
especially our Rosary. Me, I’m fresh
out of ideas, since the ideas I’ve
published to date, don’t seem to be
bringing home the bacon. Only the
biblical remnant is responding. So, to
the rest of you I say: what can we do
about the state of the Church where
YOU live?  Tell us your thoughts…

1 We’ve quoted, with source, from many of Mgr Loftus’
articles over the years - they’re published every Sunday in
the Catholic Times: take your pick.
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