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Penalties For Politicians? What happens now to
Catholics MPs who voted FOR “Gay” Marriage?
In 1998, Pope John Paul II issued an
apostolic letter in the form of a Motu
Proprio, tightening the disciplinary
provisions of Canon Law that deal with
dissent.

The short, four-page document, entitled
Ad Tuendam Fidem, adds new paragraphs
to the Code of Canon Law for the purpose
of defending the integrity of the faith
against error.

Introducing his additions to Canon Law,
Pope John Paul writes: "In order to defend
the faith of the Catholic Church against
errors on the part of some of the faithful -
but especially among those dedicated to
the study of sacred theology - it seemed
absolutely necessary that... some norms
must be added" (to the Church's law).

The Pope further explained that the new
paragraphs make clear the serious
obligation of theologians to convey the
faith accurately, and set forth the canonical
sanctions that may be imposed on those
who fail to uphold this duty.

Prior to Ad Tuendam Fidem, Canon 750 of
the 1983 Code stated that “All that is
contained in the written word of God or in

tradition, that is, in the one deposit of faith
entrusted to the Church and also proposed
as divinely revealed either by the solemn
magisterium of the Church or by its ordinary
and universal magisterium, must be believed
with divine and Catholic faith…”

Ad Tuendam Fidem has clearly expanded
the scope of Canon 750, by adding a new
section to it which spells out the requirement
to accept all Church teaching, whether or not
it can be argued as fitting into the category
“divinely revealed”. It is significant that the
Pope chose to make this new provision of
law expressly enforceable in a penal
process.
The new text of Canon 750 reads: “Each and
every thing definitively proposed by the
magisterium of the Church regarding faith
and morals … must also be firmly accepted
and held; one who denies [such]
propositions…opposes the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.”

Thus, it is no longer possible to claim that
only matters recognized as “divinely
revealed” can be the subject of the Church’s
authority to impose penalties. At the same
time Canon 750 was modified, Canon 1371
was amended to state that anyone who

violates Canon 750, as amended, can now
be punished by a “just penalty”.
So how does this apply to the 47 (out of 82)
Catholic Members of Parliament in the
House of Commons in London who
supported, at second reading, the bill to
legalise same-sex marriage?
Among the 47 we find the Work and
Pensions Secretary Iain Duncan Smith,
“who decided to back the push for same-
sex unions out of loyalty to the Prime

Minister.”1

Sarah Teather, on the other hand, one of
the few Catholics to vote against the bill
went on the record, not to robustly defend
God’s moral law, but to say “It was one of
the most difficult decisions I have ever
taken.”2  But why? Why should something
so obviously right, be such a difficult
decision? It’s in the same category as
women who agonise over whether or not
to abort (for which read ‘murder’) their
unborn baby. If there’s nothing wrong with
it, why the angst?
Is it because, in both cases, these women
know perfectly well what is right and what
is wrong and realise, not very deep down,
that the real struggle is with their own
selfish preferences? Career over Christ,
perhaps?  Thankfully, Sarah Teather made
the right decision in the end. However, she
would do well to remember that she has
only one soul to save and after that the only
Judgment  that really matters. Winning
elections is not to be compared with
winning Heaven.
And what about those unfaithful Catholic
MPs who made the wrong decision by
shockingly supporting the ‘gay’ marriage
bill: are these still “Catholics in good
standing” - or what?  I vote for “or what”.
But how many parish priests will dutifully
tell their politician-parishioner that he/she
has incurred a canonical penalty for so
publicly flouting God’s moral law and
potentially leading, to damnation, countless
souls? Or will they trot up to receive Holy
Communion without so much as a blush?
Then, too, what about the Bishops: will they
be photographed with the likes of
prominent Catholic MP Jim Murphy, one of
the several Catholic Scots Members of the
House of Commons who voted FOR this
evil legislation? Will they publicly toast
them, make friendly speeches when they
meet?  Or will they all - prelates and
politicians alike - embrace these chilling
words of Our Lord as an inspiration to
repent: “If you deny Me in the presence of
men, I will deny you in the presence of My
Father in Heaven.”

Let’s pray to that end - the alternative is just
too awful to contemplate.

Footnotes:
1 Mail Online, 9/2/13
2 ibid
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Scots Bishops & Same-Sex Marriage
Two many mixed signals…

                                      (or should that be three?)Editor
The biggest mistake of the entire
‘Save Marriage’ Campaign has been
the uncritical and undermining
acceptance of Civil Partnerships.
Just about every statement emanating
from the anti-“gay marriage” lobby,
contains a statement of acceptance of,
if not support for, Civil Partnerships,
which comes, generally, in the context
of acknowledging that legal rights have
been granted to same-sex “couples”
through Civil Partnerships so there is
no need for them to be able to marry.
First mixed signal.

Marriage is about much more than
being able to claim economic or other
temporal “rights” and this approach has
proven to be an own goal in the sense
that the pro-homosexual marriage
campaigners have been able to say
that the opposition is really focused on
the single question: “What’s in a
name”? The “M” word is the only
problem, they argue. Do we call same-
sex couplings a “partnership” or a
“marriage”. So, I repeat: accepting Civil
Partnerships is Mixed Signal No. 1.

Of course, the Bishops of the UK made
no serious interventions when Civil
Partnerships, the latest, most blatant
attack on God’s moral law, were touted
by politicians. Therefore, I dare say
they didn’t want to highlight their
negligence (or complicity) by belatedly
proclaiming that all and every form of
unnatural sexual behaviour is immoral
and must not be given credibility in the
laws of the land. Whatever, by
continuing to accept the legitimacy of
Civil Partnerships, for spurious legal
reasons, the Bishops of the UK have
seriously damaged their own credibility
in the fight to prevent the re-definition
of marriage - the most serious change
to society, culture and religion in the
entire history of the countries of the UK.
Allow me to repeat: acceptance of Civil
Partnerships = Mixed Signal No.1

I was reminded of Mixed Signal No. 2
when I was confronted with the front
page photo of Archbishop Emeritus
Mario Conti in chummy pose with the
openly “gay”, recently disgraced,
leader of Glasgow City Council,
Gordon Matheson, in Scotland’s only
national “Catholic”  newspaper, the
Scottish Catholic Observer, 18/1/13

Gordon Matheson

while the recent reports on the sordid
lifestyle of Mr Matheson in the Scottish
press had barely had time to make it to
the chip shop counters: The leader of
Glasgow City Council apologised after
being reported to the fiscal for
performing a sex act on another man
in a car...
(Glasgow council leader Gordon Matheson
caught performing sex act STVglasgow,
18/1/13)

Turns out he was apprehended by
police in the incident in Glasgow's
south side in December 2012. Yet,
here he is, in January 2013, pictured
with Archbishop Conti (former
Archbishop of Glasgow) on the front
page of the Scottish Catholic Observer,
grins galore as they pose for a
photograph with a group of primary
schoolchildren attending the St Mungo
celebrations in the City Chambers.
Since this scandal was widely covered
in the Scottish media, it must have
been known to Archbishop Conti.
Didn’t he realise that choosing to be
photographed with Mr Matheson, at the
height of the same-sex marriage
campaign sent a confusing signal to
the readers of Scotland’s only Catholic
(I use the term loosely) newspaper?

Mr Matheson said: "I have been having
an affair. I have not lived up to my own
standards and my loving partner
deserves much better.”

He didn’t live up to his own standards
– eh?  Try “I have not lived up to God’s
standards: I have broken God’s law...”

Unless Archbishop Emeritus Conti
whispered something along these lines
as they posed for their chummy photo,
then, we’re looking at mixed signal no.
2. With or without the latest scandal
involving Gordon Matheson, you see,
Archbishop  Conti must have known,
as the rest of us know, that the current
(at time of going to press) leader of
Glasgow City Council is an openly
partnered “gay” - Catholic - man. Mixed
Signal No. 2, surely?

But if Scots Catholics have been
unable to connect the dots, the same
cannot be said of the LGBT
community. They can recognise a
mixed signal when they see one:
Tongues are wagging in Glasgow after the

Labour leader of the Council Gordon
Matheson was caught in an ‘act of
indecency’ in a city park. Tipped off by a
passer-by, the police investigated and
found Matheson committing the act. They
followed up by reporting the incident to the
procurator fiscal, who declined to take any
action.

The incident did not ‘out’ Matheson, who
is openly gay and is in a civil partnership.
Indeed his election to the post in 2010 was
considered to have marked a sea-change
in the attitudes of the people of Glasgow.

But it was an act of infidelity and Matheson
has made a public apology to his partner
and admitted to having an affair with the
man with whom he was caught.

But what makes this case most interesting
is that Gordon Matheson intends to remain
as leader… if he holds onto his post it will
be seen as another sign that Scotland, and
Glasgow have moved on. (Council Leader’s
Indiscretion Could Show a Change in
Attitude LGBT History Month, 20/1/13)

And if they’d seen that ‘smiles all
round’ photo of their hero with the
former Archbishop of Glasgow
plastered over the front page of the
SCO, they’d have added “Catholic
Church” to the “we’ve moved on” list.
Mixed Signal No. 2. No question. Why
am I so sure - well, er, a Protestant
reader rang me to say so. He, too,
knows a mixed signal when he sees
one. How about you?

Continued on p.15



Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 4

Background

Catherine Benincasa was born the
youngest of 24 children, in Siena, Italy
on 25 March, 1347; she died in Rome
on 29 April, 1380.
At an early age she became a
Dominican Tertiary1 and again from an
early age, Catherine received visions
of Christ and practised bodily austerity.
She received the (invisible) stigmata2

and according to Blessed Raymond of
Capua, her confessor and biographer,
she received Communion from Christ
Himself.3

Catherine is famed for her efforts to
bring the papacy of Gregory XI back to
Rome from France and to establish
peace among the Italian city-states. It
is not really possible to fully appreciate
the importance of her letters without
some understanding of the historical
situation at the time.
“Two great ideals of unity - one Roman,
one Christian in origin - had possessed
the middle ages. In the strength of
them, the wandering barbaric hordes
had been reduced to order, and
Western Europe had been trained into
some perception of human fellowship.
Of these two unifying forces, the
imperialistic ideal was moribund in
Catherine’s time: not even a Dante,
born fifty years after his true date, could
have held to it. (All that remained was)
the ideal of the Church universal, and
to this last hope of a peaceful
commonwealth that should include all
humanity, the idealists clung in
desperation.

But alas for the faith of idealists when
fact gives theory the lie! What at this
time was the unity of mankind in the

Historical Context

St Catherine of Siena
Proclaimed Doctor of the Church in 1970

Church but a formal hypothesis? The
keystone of her all-embracing arch was
the Papacy. But the Pope no longer sat
heir of the Caesars in the seat of the
Apostles; for seventy years he had
been a practical dependant of the
French king, living in pleasant
Provence. Neither the scorn of Dante,
nor the eloquence of Petrarch, nor the
warnings of holy men, had prevailed
on the popes to return to Italy, and
make an end to the crying scandal
which was the evident contradiction of
the Christian dream. Meantime, the city
of the Caesars lay waste and wild; the
clergy was corrupt almost past belief;
the dreaded Turk was gathering his
forces, a menace to Christendom itself.
The times were indeed evil, and the
“servants of God,” of whom then, as
now, there were no inconsiderable
number, withdrew for the most part into
spiritual or literal seclusion, and in the

quietude of cloister or forest cell
busied themselves with the concerns
of their own souls. Not so Catherine
Benincasa.  She had known that
temptation and conquered it. After her
reception as a Dominican Tertiary, she
had (lived) for three years the recluse
life, not in the guarded peace of a
convent, but in her own room at home,
in the noisy and overcrowded house
where a goodly number of her twenty-
four brothers and sisters were
apparently still living…
A Europe ravaged by dissensions lay
before her; a Church which gave the
lie to its lofty theories, no less by the
hateful worldliness of its prelates than
by its indifferent abandonment of the
Seat of Peter…
Patriotic devotion to Italy fired her
heart (but) her hopes were centred not
like Dante’s in the Emperor, the heir of
the Caesars, but in the Pope, the heir
of Christ” 4

The Letters
Catherine was a prolific letter writer
and the recipients of her epistles
included royalty, members of religious
orders, cardinals and popes.
An “unlettered daughter of the people”
(who) “is intent solely on driving home
what she has to say”5 and not, take
note, bothered one jot about “tone and
style”, Catherine’s letters must make
uncomfortable reading for those who
think the laity should be “docile” and
just get on with “paying, praying and
obeying” - not necessarily in that order.

The Letters - Extracts…
To the vacillating Pope Gregory XI,
who had received a warning from a
supposed “man of God” that he would
suffer poisoning were he to return from

Continued on p.5

St Catherine of Siena - “Insolent” Doctor of the Church…

From time to time, readers tell us when their priests complain about Catholic Truth.  I cannot recall
any priest having the courage to tell me, face to face, what it is that we are doing that is so
objectionable but, hey, let’s not go there. In one case, a priest announced to his weekday Mass
congregation that anyone associated with Catholic Truth is destined for Hell. More recently, another
priest warned his flock against reading our website, because we are “insolent”. Being damned to
Hell by a “liberal” cleric is one thing but this latest attack came from a priest who considers himself
to be “traditional”. This recent criticism got me wondering what these priests must think of the great
St Catherine of Siena.  So, I dusted down my copy of her famous letters and, yip, my memory served
me well. No wonder I thought of her when I heard that we are considered to be “insolent”: she was
cleverer than me, of course: she began and ended her letters most piously, ever so humbly. In
between, though, well… let’s see…

Editor
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Catherine Benincasa to Pope: Use Your Power Or Resign!
France to Rome, Catherine wrote: “(I)
desire to see you so strong and
persevering in your holy resolve that
no contrary wind can hinder  you,
neither devil nor creature. For it seems
that your enemies are disposed to
come, as our Saviour says in His holy
gospel, in sheep's raiment, looking like
lambs, while they are ravening wolves.
Our Saviour says that we should be on
our guard against such…

Catherine goes on to point out the
duplicity of the Pope’s correspondent:
“Notice, now, most Holy Father; he has
made his first appeal to the tendency
that he knows to be the chief frailty in
man, and especially in those who are
very tender and pitiful in their natural
affections, and tender to their own
bodies - for such men as these hold
life dearer than any others… Next, this
poisonous man seems on the one
hand to commend your return to
Rome, calling it a good and holy thing;
but, on the other hand, he says that
poison is prepared for you there…”

Señora Benincasa exhorts the Pope
to ignore “this poisonous man” and do
the right thing: “I desired to see you
firm and stable in your good resolution
(since on this will follow the pacification
of your rebellious sons and the reform
of Holy Church)” 6 Docile? Can’t see it
myself. But there’s more - so, let’s
see…

Later, in the same letter:
“And I beg of you, on behalf of Christ
crucified, that you be not a timorous
child, but manly… I hope that you will
be a firm and stable man, unmoved by
any wind or illusion of the devil, or
counsel of devil incarnate, but
following the will of God and your good
desire, and the counsel of the servants
of Jesus Christ crucified.”

I mean, does the Pope - any pope -
need this woman telling him to be
“manly” not “timorous”? Cheeky? Tell
me about it…

In a later letter, probably written after
Pope Gregory XI’s return from Avignon
in France to Rome, a disappointed
Catherine writes what commentators
describe as “…surely one of the most
surprising epistles ever written by a
devout and wholly faithful subject to
her acknowledged head (because)

Catherine’s patience, one feels, is near
the breaking point” 7

Repeating her “desire to see (Pope
Gregory) a manly man…” Catherine
throws caution to the wind, abandons
all attempts at “dialogue” and speaks
her mind, Tone & Style Police be
warned:
“… pardon my presumption in what I
am saying: I am constrained by the
Sweet Primal Truth to say it. His will,
father, is this, and thus demands of
you. It demands that you execute
justice on the abundance of many
iniquities committed by those who are
fed and pastured in the garden of Holy
Church; declaring that brutes should
not be fed with the food of men. Since
He has given you authority and you
have assumed it, you should use your
virtue and power: and if you are not
willing to use it, it would be better for
you to resign what you have assumed;
more honour to God and health to your
soul would it be.”

God has given you
authority and you

have accepted it. If
you are not willing

to use it, you should
resign!

St Catherine of Siena to Pope Gregory XI

In March 1378, Pope Gregory died and
was succeeded by Pope Urban VI. In
no time, Catherine was on his case:
“God has placed you as a shepherd
over all His sheep who belong to the
whole Christian religion; He has placed
you in a time in which wickedness
abounds more among your inferiors
than it has done for a long time, both
in the body of Holy Church, and in the
universal body of the Christian religion.

Therefore, it is extremely necessary for
you to be established in perfect charity,
wearing the pearl of justice, as I said;
that you may not mind the world, nor
poor people used to evil, nor any
injuries of theirs; but manfully correct
them, like a true knight and just
shepherd, uprooting vices and
implanting virtues, ready to lay down
your life if need be.”

In this, her first letter to Pope Urban VI,
Catherine spells out the problems of
the decadent clergy at that time:
“With grief I say it - your sons nourish
themselves on the wealth they receive
by ministering the Blood of Christ, and
are not ashamed of being as money-
changers, playing with those most
sacred anointed hands of yours, you
Vicar of Christ: without speaking of the
other wretched deeds which they
commit. Oh me! Where is that deep
humility with which to confound that
pride of sensuality of theirs, by which
in their great avarice they commit
simonies, buying benefices with gifts,
or flatteries, or money, dissolute and
vain adornments,not as clerics but
worse than seculars! Bring us a
remedy! And give refreshment to the
desperate desires of the servants of
God (who) wait with great desire that
you as a true shepherd should put your
hand to correcting these things, not
only with words but with deeds…”

What, one wonders, would Catherine
Benincasa make of the dissolute clergy
in our own times? Everything from the
dancing Jesuit, Saju George8, who
learned his art from Hindu gurus and
whose belief in the Trinity is shaky, to
say the least,  to the cross-dressing
American priest, Monsignor Kevin
Wallin who was arrested on 3/1/13 for
allegedly extremely seedy behaviour.9

More to the point, what would she say
to those members of the hierarchy who
defend dissidents, heretics and sexual
deviants by arguing that they are
“priests in good standing”?  She
wouldn’t stand for it, I tell you! Not for
a second!

Anyway, in Pope Urban VI, Catherine
rejoiced that, at last, the Church had a
reforming Pope. “Urban began at once
a drastic policy of Church reform. But
his domineering asperity proved
unbearable to the College of Cardinals,

Continued on p.6
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and schism broke upon a horrified
world” 10  To cut a long story short, after
electing Pope Urban VI, realising that
he meant business when it came to
reforming the dissolute state of the
Church, some of the Sacred College of
Cardinals rejected him. Announcing
that the election had been invalid
because the mostly French cardinals
had felt compelled to vote for an Italian,
they appointed an antipope “a man of
personal charm but of evil life, known
in history as Clement VII.” 11

Catherine lost no time in contacting the
three Italian cardinals who had caved
in to pressure from the French and
betrayed Pope Urban, who was not
only their fellow-countryman but, most
importantly, the lawful successor of
Peter: she chastises them for “the
shadows of blindness into which (they)
have fallen” and tells them that she will
call them fathers “when you shall stand
united in faith and in that perfect
obedience to Pope Urban VI.” 12

In the same letter, Catherine informs
the trio that they are “wretched men”
kept from knowing the truth by “the
darkness of self-love” and she reminds
them that they have failed to live up to
their high office because they were
“placed as lights in a candlestick, to
give light to faithful Christians, and to
spread the faith but (instead of being
angels on earth) they have “taken the
office of devils.”

Impudent? Well, Catherine thought that
the cardinals were impudent!  While
she was aware of the imperfections in
the character of Urban VI, she
nevertheless vigorously defends him
against the weakness of the three
Italian cardinals. Get a load of this:

“What shows me that you are
ungrateful, coarse, and mercenary?
The persecution which you, together
with others, are inflicting on that sweet
Bride (the Church) at a time when you
ought to be shields, to ward off the
blows of heresy. In spite of which you
clearly know the truth, that Pope Urban
VI is truly Pope, the highest Pontiff,
chosen in orderly election, not
influenced by fear… Now you have
turned your backs, like poor mean
knights. Your shadow has made you
afraid.”

It gets worse!  For “insolent” read on…

St Catherine of Siena - “Insolent” Doctor of the Church…  Continued from p.5
“You have drawn close to falsehood
which weakens soul and body,
depriving you of temporal and spiritual
grace. What made you do this? The
poison of self-love which has infected
the world. That is what has made you
pillars lighter than straw. Flowers you
who shed no perfume, but stench that
makes the world reek! No lights you
placed in a candlestick that you might
spread the faith; but, having hidden
your light under the bushel of pride, and
become not extenders but
contaminators of the faith, you shed
darkness over yourselves and others.”

No time even to reach for the smelling
salts before Catherine strikes again:

“What shows me that your life is badly
governed? The poison of heresy… Ah,
foolish men, worthy of a thousand
deaths! As blind, you do not see your
own wrong, and have fallen into such
confusion that you make of your own
selves liars and idolaters.”

Catherine, graced by God to a high
degree, as witnessed in her mystical
experiences, was, nevertheless (or as
a result?) scathing in her criticisms of
these three traitors.

And when addressing Pope Urban
himself, she was equally forthright, yet
sympathetic to his weak character and
difficult  temperament:
“She wrote to Urban himself, exhorting
him to bear up cheerfully under the
troubles he found himself involved in,
and to abate somewhat of a temper
that had made him so many enemies,
and mollify that rigidness of disposition
which had driven the world from him,
and still kept a very considerable part
of Christendom from acknowledging
him. The Pope listened to her, sent for
her to Rome, followed her directions,
and designed to send her, with St.
Catherine of Sweden, to Joan, queen
of Sicily, who had sided with Clement.
Our saint grieved to see this occasion
of martyrdom snatched from her, when
the journey was laid aside on account
of the dangers that were foreseen to
attend It. She wrote however to queen
Joan: likewise two letters full of holy fire
to the king of France, also to the king

You have become
contaminators
of the  Faith!

“

”

of Hungary, and others, to exhort them
to renounce the schism.”13

The Western Schism lasted until1417:
and only ended at the Council of
Constance (1414–1418). Catherine
died in 1380, so she did not enjoy the
satisfaction of seeing an end to the
schism which came about when the
Council obtained the resignations of
antipope John XXIII  and the successor
in Rome of Innocent VII, (Pope
Gregory XII)  which left the way clear
for the Council of Constance to elect a
legitimate successor – Pope Martin V.
And so ended the schism.
Catherine Benincasa - Insolent Doctor
of the Church? Let’s ask the money-
changers who exited the temple on the
end of a corded whip.

Footnotes
1 Third Orders signify in general lay members of
religious orders, i.e. men and women who do not
necessarily live in community and yet can claim to
wear the habit and participate in the good works of
some great order. (Catholic Encyclopedia online)
2 “To decide merely the facts without deciding
whether or not they may be explained by supernatural
causes, history tells us that many ecstatics bear on
hands, feet, side, or brow the marks of the Passion of
Christ with corresponding and intense sufferings.
These are called visible stigmata. Others only have
the sufferings, without any outward marks, and these
phenomena are called invisible stigmata.” (ibid)
3 Blessed Raymond of Capua, The Life of St.
Catherine of Siena, tr. George Lamb (Rockford,
Illinois: TAN Books, 2003), 286-91
4 Letters of Saint Catherine of Siena, translated &
edited with introduction by Vida D. Scudder, London:
J.M. Dent & Sons Ltd. New York: E.P. Dutton & Co.,
1927, p.10-11
5 Letters of Saint Catherine of Siena, p.1
 (all quotes are taken from this work, referred to from
now on as “op cit”, which means ‘in the work already
cited’.  Note: it is not always possible to find dates
for the letters, but they can be linked to historical
events, such as the letters to Pope Gregory XI before
and after his return to Rome.)
6 By “reform of Holy Church” Catherine does not
mean what contemporary dissenters mean. The
restoration of discipline within the Church, and an
end to clerical scandals - much as we are suffering
today - is what she meant by “reform”.
7 Op cit p.233
8 View performance and interview on video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfYjgbMVbYko
9 Cross-Dressing, Porn Store-Owning Catholic
Priest Busted in Meth Ring
http://hypervocal.com/news/2013/catholic-priest-meth-
wallin/#t0pJqWgprK6FYIlx.99
10 Op cit p.274
11 ibid
12 Op cit p.276
13 Taken from Vol. IV of "The Lives or the Fathers,
Martyrs and Other Principal Saints" by the Rev.
Alban Butler, the 1864 edition published by D. & J.
Sadlier, & Company.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfYjgbMVbYko  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfYjgbMVbYko  
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The Traditional Catholic & Alcoholics Anonymous…

Following publication of our
January newsletter, which
contained a short account of the
life of the reformed and saintly
Irish alcoholic, Matt Talbot, one
of our American
readers, Sean
Romer (pictured)
posted a link on
our blog, to an
i m p r e s s i v e
article of his
which had been
published on the
Angelus website.
Due to constraints of space, we
are  unable to publish the entire
article - The Traditional Catholic
and Twelve-Step Programs - but
the abridged version below is a
very useful follow-up to the story
of Matt Talbot.

This article1is for Catholics who hope to
learn whether they could benefit from
twelve-step programs like Alcoholics
Anonymous (A.A.).

Because the main subject of this article is
the religious underpinnings of A.A., most
of what is written here is applicable to other
twelve-step programs.

It is certainly true that the religious content
of the 12-step A.A. meetings is abominably
liberal and indifferentist, and that it will
always shock and disturb a traditional
Catholic with strong convictions. However,
it cannot be denied that these meetings
truly do work, for psychological reasons,
and that they really do help alcoholics to
acknowledge, confront, and come to terms
with their personality disorder and drinking
problems. It is the only easy, common way
which truly does work.

Consequently, there is a sufficiently grave
proportionate reason to bear with the evil
of indifferentism, provided that there is no
danger to the Faith.

The purpose of this article, then, is to
address a delicate and prudential question:
how does a Catholic who needs the help
afforded by A.A. twelve-step meetings
prepare himself to benefit from what is
advantageous while mitigating dangers to
his faith? The answer is that he does so
by:
(1) Obtaining direction from his confessor.
The recovering alcoholic should speak

with a priest and obtain the necessary
spiritual advice, without which the
indifferentism of A.A. could endanger his
faith.

(2) Increasing his prayer life. The interior
life must be proportionally more intense as
one exposes oneself to such an occasion,
even if it is a necessary occasion.

(3) Knowing what to anticipate and
preparing for the risks. By describing A.A.,
its methods and influences, this article
attempts to provide sufficient knowledge
for Catholics to make informed decisions.

Treating Alcoholism
Alcoholism deprives a man of control over
his life by destroying his peace of mind, his
body, and his spirit. The will to live is
diminished, hope is poisoned by despair,
and the world becomes a joyless place. An
alcoholic feels alone and trapped: though
he may have been guilty of irresponsibility
and gluttony early in his drinking career, at
the advanced stages he no longer
exercises free will – he is effectively
enslaved by the bottle. Such a man sees
little prospect for improvement after
experiencing many drunken episodes
followed by failed efforts to control or stop
his drinking.

It is small wonder, then, that alcoholism is
a common source of unhappiness, poverty,
birth defects, deterioration of mind and
body, impaired leadership, collapse of
moral values, abuse, unstable homes and
family disruptions, divorce, violent crime
and other public disorders, imperiled
highways, disease, insanity, suicide, and
death.

Meeting Format
Though the exact format for conducting an
A.A. meeting is left to the discretion of the
groups, the following arrangement is the
norm for speaker meetings.

A) The meeting is called to order by the
chairman.

B) Members observe a moment of silence
followed by the Serenity Prayer.

C) The chairman reads excerpts from the
Big Book, and then introduces the speaker.

D) The speaker talks for about 45 minutes,
describing a) his alcoholic drinking, b) how
he attained sobriety in A.A., and c) how he
remains sober in A.A.

E) The chairman makes closing remarks,
passes the basket to collect money for rent,
and observes the sobriety birthdays of
members.

F) The meeting closes with the Protestant
Lord's Prayer.

Meetings typically last for about one hour.
Members often come early and stay late to

chat with friends; some go out afterwards
for a meal or coffee.

Group Prayers in A.A. Meetings
The two prayers known and used by most
A.A. members during the meetings are the
Serenity Prayer and the Protestant Lord's
Prayer.

The popular form of the Serenity Prayer is:

God, grant me the serenity to accept the
things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the wisdom
to know the difference.

The Protestant Lord's Prayer is too well
known to be repeated here. Like the
Serenity Prayer, there is nothing inherently
un-Catholic about it. A stumbling block for
Catholics, however, is the practice of
standing, holding hands, and reciting this
prayer in common with persons of other
religions. A.A. members view this activity
as a testimony to the common bond
among members. Not only Protestants and
Catholics, but Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and
members of other religions join in with this
group prayer. A.A. members who
participate assert that this activity is not an
endorsement of a particular religion per se,
but is something that lets members feel as
if they really belong. In short, the reasons
are primarily emotional and psychological.

When confronted with such activity in A.A.
meetings, Catholics are well-advised to
simply stand back while the prayers, hand-
holding, and other novelties take place.

Readings from the Big Book
The Big Book is so named because A.A.'s
founders reasoned that alcoholics,
characterized in A.A. as "egomaniacs with
inferiority complexes," would be more
likely to believe they were getting their
money's worth with a large, bulky book.

Thus, the book was printed on the printer's
cheapest, thickest paper, with text
surrounded by unusually large margins.
The gimmick worked.

The Speaker's Talk
After being introduced, the speaker tells
his A.A. story. This practice of sharing
one's "experience, strength, and hope"
carries shades of a tent-revival testimony.
In A.A. parlance, the speaker describes
"what I was like, what happened, what I
am like today." He typically mentions his
sobriety date, when he took his first drink
(most alcoholics have an uncanny ability
to remember this event), and his
experiences working the Twelve Steps.

Overview of Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous is a society of
alcoholics who meet to reinforce one

Sean Romer

Continued on p.9



The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation, receive this
newsletter.  If it contradicts Catholic teaching, we invite the Hierarchy to correct us

in accordance with their duty under Canon Law # 823

N O T I C E
Our sincere gratitude to  everyone who
donated to our funds following the
January, 2013 edition.
To save postage, we no longer write
letters to acknowledge individual
donations although if
you include an email
address, Editor will
thank you personally.
Email addresses are
included with all PayPal
donations.  A special
word of thanks to our
regular Standing Order donors: these
regular donations help our planning
immensely. God  bless you, each one.

             Miss McMoneypenny.

The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Sandyford Place
Glasgow, G3 7NB
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Your Letters
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Thank you for the latest issue of CT (#
75) - as always I appreciate receiving
your truly Catholic publication.
Alas, I’m not able to attend your
upcoming Conference in June, as I
won’t be in Bonnie Scotland until end
of August. I’m enclosing a small
donation in lieu of not attending.
(Ed: not so small - thank you!)

Wishing this special “Year of Faith”
event every success and my prayers
also. I think my sister and brother plan
to attend (so) no doubt they will tell me
all about it.
I’m delighted to be able to say that here
in Ontario, we have had many faith-
filled Catholic events recently and
more planned for later, thanks to our
wonderful Cardinal and “most” of the
Bishops - he’s a true shepherd indeed
and has even been referred to as a
possible future Pope!
I will  keep you all in my prayers when
I visit the Divine Mercy shrine in
Massachussetts in April.
Perhaps I’ll be able to meet your “new”
Archbishop (Tartaglia) when I’m in
Glasgow this summer.
(Ed: if you do, don’t mention Catholic Truth!)

I hope he is as solid, holy and faith-
filled as our Cardinal Collins,
Archbishop of Toronto. Oremus.
Cecilia McCaughey (Mrs), Canada
Ed: much as I would love to believe that the
Canadian Cardinal and Bishops are as solid
as described in your letter, I’m afraid the
simple truth is that no Cardinal would be
remotely considered to be suitable future
pope material if, in fact, he were a truly
Catholic prelate.
Having said that, it is interesting to read the
following, in an online report about his plans
for the future of the Church on his watch -
after the usual gobblydegook about
“evangelisation” blah blah, we read this:
“Unlike pastoral plans launched across
Europe and North America in recent years,
Toronto’s plan never mentions closing or
consolidating parishes or sacrificing
ministries to accommodate reduced numbers
of priests, parish congregations and funds..”
However, recalling unwanted memories of
Archbishop Conti’s goodbye gift to Glasgow
in the sorry form of the “renovation-cum-
destruction” of St Andrew’s Cathedral, we
then read this: “But what will kidnap attention
will be Cathedral Square. It is an ambitious
plan that fits hand in glove with ongoing
renovations to St. Michael’s Cathedral.

I will really look forward to attending the
Conference in June.
Thank you for the (January)
Newsletter, full of our Catholic Faith,
and, as usual, with all the editions,
such a support of this Faith.
God bless the Catholic Truth team.
Monica Faulkner, Birkenhead.

Restoring the cathedral to architectural
significance and splendour is one of Collins’
most treasured ambitions.” (Cardinal Collins
launches ‘bold vision’ for Toronto, The Catholic
Register: Canada’s Catholic News Source, 24
January, 2012.)

It will be interesting to see whether the
cathedral is truly restored or given the same
kind of  modern makeover inflicted on the
cathedral in Glasgow - RIP.

Just received your magazine and
loved your article Philip versus Fr.
Doyle. Kay Dyer, Glasgow

My former Parish Priest, Monsignor
Hugh Bradley, has been given an
exalted position in the Church,
promoted to Secretary to the Scottish
Bishops Conference.
Yet, he once published an invitation
from a nearby Protestant group in the
parish bulletin to come along to “an
informal Communion service”.
He has all the credentials to be
appointed a Bishop in due course.
Name & Address Withheld
Ed: for commentary on the new Secretary to
the Scottish Bishops, see page 19.

You say that it is our “misfortune or
privilege” to live in the diabolical
disorientation of the Church today.(CT,
January, 2013, Issue # 75)

I would say that it is definitely a
privilege, an honour and a great
opportunity to be a Catholic in these
times. If we devote all our energies into
the necessary reforms according to
our individual talents and keep our
souls in a state of grace in a watered
down and leaderless Church, we will
earn a greater reward in Heaven than
those souls who had an easier
salvation in the time of Pius XII and
before.
The angels and saints in Heaven must
be green with envy seeing our current
chance to show our love for God and
His Church by keeping the true Faith
once delivered to the Apostles. I’ll bet
that Chesterton and Belloc, those
warriors for Catholic truth, wish they
were still alive today. We could do with
them! Jim Allen, Torquay

See Feature Letter, p.18

If you have a simple booklet on Fatima
suitable for a non-Catholic, I would
appreciate a copy, if you have one to
spare. George Mills, Glasgow

Ed: we regularly receive requests for
literature. Unfortunately, we are unable to
oblige. If  you contact one of the Fatima
representatives (of Fr Gruner’s apostolate)
they will no doubt be able to help. Contact
details in the box below:

UK: Tommy Price. P.O. Box 165, Newry,
BT34 2WZ, Northern Ireland.
Phone/Fax 048 30263861

Eire: Joe O’Connell, Apartment C. School
Road. Whitechurch,County Cork.
Phone: 0214383270 / Mobile: 0868678271

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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The Traditional Catholic & Alcoholics Anonymous…  Continued from p.7
another in their efforts to become and stay
sober. The A.A. fellowship takes its name
from its text Alcoholics Anonymous. Known
affectionately by A.A. members as the "Big
Book," it was compiled by  Bill Wilson
(co-founder of AA) in 1939 from the
experiences of original A.A. members.

Sobriety Birthdays
Alcoholics with a sense of humor have
observed that congratulating an alcoholic
for staying sober "is like congratulating a
hobo for not jumping from a moving train."
Even so, A.A. members celebrate the
anniversary of their last drink: such a
commemoration is an act of gratitude for
the blessing of sobriety, and a testimony to
the newcomer that they too can live without
drinking.

How It Works
A.A. emphasizes a remedy to alcoholism
based on the "moral and spiritual
regeneration" of its members. Reduced to
a simple formula, the A.A. approach looks
like this:

Problem: the alcoholic lacks the personal
power to control his drinking.

Solution: there is an external source of
power that can remedy the problem.

Action: the Steps provide a means for
tapping into that power.

Taking the Steps
An A.A. old-timer observed that "the Twelve
Steps are twelve tools that will fit any nut."
The philosophy behind the Twelve Steps
supposes that alcoholics are spiritually and
emotionally cut off from the God of their
understanding, and that they must repair
the harm they have done to that relationship
and so re-establish that connection. The
Twelve Steps, then, are the means by which
that relationship is mended. There is more
than a hint of the New Age mantra that "the
journey to the true self is the core of the
recovery process" embodied in such a
philosophy. That hint is no accident (more
on that point follows later).

1. We admitted we were powerless over
alcohol, that our lives had become
unmanageable.
The alcoholic admits he lacks the power
needed to control or stop his drinking.
Essential to this admission is the notion that
his dilemma is in fact a form of illness, a sort
of allergy–"that the body of the alcoholic is
quite as abnormal as his mind." This
concept was novel in 1939 when A.A. was
conceived; in fact, the physician who first
consistently advocated it, Dr. William
Silkworth, did so anonymously for fear of
being derided by his colleagues. Today it
has evolved into the proposition accepted
by most psychological professionals that
alcoholism is a type of disease.

2. Came to believe that a Power greater
than ourselves could restore us to sanity.
The alcoholic concedes that there is a
power outside himself that will enable him
to achieve sobriety. Alcoholism had been a
greater power, one that destroyed lives; the
task now is to accept the idea of a healing
power that can reverse the damage. If
insanity is doing the same thing repeatedly
and expecting different results, then sanity
is attempting a new solution.

3. Made a decision to turn our will and
our lives over to the care of God as we
understood Him.
The alcoholic embarks on the Twelve Step
way of life. The qualifier "as we understood
him" was an early A.A. concession.
Bill Wilson said, "We have to deal with
atheists, agnostics, believers, depressives,
paranoids, clergymen, psychiatrists, and all
and sundry. How to widen the opening so
it seems right and reasonable to enter there
and at the same time avoid distractions,
distortions, and the certain prejudices of all
who may read, seems fairly much of an
assignment."

The Big Book suggests that members use
this prayer to accomplish Step Three: "God,
I offer myself to you–to build me and do
with me as you will. Relieve me of the
bondage of self, that I may better do your
will. Take away my difficulties, that victory
over them may bear witness to those I
would help of your power, your love, and
The Way of life. May I do your will always!"

4. Made a searching and fearless moral
inventory of ourselves.
The alcoholic examines his life, looking for
instances in which he harmed others, and
patterns of behavior that were unhealthy or
destructive. The inventory is not the same
thing as an examination of conscience;
rather, it focuses primarily on resentments,
fear, and anger, and why those emotions
popped up (e.g., threats to self-esteem,
security, money, ambitions, relationships).
Further, the goal of the moral inventory is
not reconciliation with God as the Catholic
understands it, but removing the mental
and emotional blocks that shut off the
alcoholic "from the sunlight of the Spirit." In
short, the motivation is natural, not
supernatural – proper in its own sphere, but
no replacement for the Sacrament of
Penance.

5. Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to
another human being the exact nature
of our wrongs.
Admitting one's failings to another human
being helps instill a sense of humility,
without which sobriety is in elusive
phantom. Even so, this step in no way gives
absolution, though it does mirror the
Sacrament of Penance. Alcoholics are
usually encouraged to take their Fifth Step
with an A.A. sponsor, but this is not a strict
requirement. Some people have, however,
been discouraged from going to a
clergyman, being told that "he doesn't
understand alcoholism – he can't keep you
sober." Catholics should avoid sponsors of
this ilk like the plague.

6. Were entirely ready to have God
remove all these defects of character.
An alcoholic who has been thorough in his
inventory will inevitably be entirely ready.
If he is not ready for God to free him of his
failings, it is an indication that he has not
been sufficiently painstaking in the five prior

This preamble, read aloud
at A.A. meetings, describes
A.A. from the viewpoint of
A.A. members themselves:

Alcoholics Anonymous is a
fellowship of men and
women who share their
experience, strength and

hope with each other that they may solve
their common problem and help others to
recover from alcoholism.

The only requirement for membership is a
desire to stop drinking. There are no dues
or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-
supporting through our own contributions.
A.A. is not allied with any sect,
denomination, politics, organization or
institution; does not wish to engage in any
controversy; neither endorses nor opposes
any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay
sober and help other alcoholics to achieve
sobriety.

The focus of twelve-step programs is
overcoming the malady that members
share in common. Membership is open to
anyone with the same problem, without
regard for religion, nationality, economic
status, sex, or education. With such a
mélange, it is not surprising that points of
difference are de-emphasized or even
suppressed for the sake of unity.

For the traditional Catholic, this policy of
uncritical tolerance can make a twelve-step
meeting a hazard to his faith. For example,
he might be tempted to use the term
"Higher Power" when referring to God
simply from repeated exposure to it, or so
as not to offend the agnostics and atheists
present. The failing can be even more
severe: this author knows a woman who
quit the Catholic Church because she
wanted to just "worship God in A.A."
Though many members of twelve-step
programs would protest that their meetings
are not a substitute for religion, many, too,
describe A.A. as their "church." In any
event, clearly there is at least a risk of
syncretism stemming from a premise that
makes a virtue of heterogeneity.

[P}racticing Catholics will be scandalized
by some of what is said in meetings. This
author recalls a Catholic woman who
described getting a tattoo to remind her of
the son she had aborted when her husband
left her; almost as shocking was the
subsequent congratulations the speaker
received from the audience for successfully
overcoming her difficulties. Catholics, of
course, can in no way give the impression
they condone such activity. It is not rare
(but not sufficiently common, either) for
audience members to leave meetings when
they take exception to a speaker's
comments. Continued on p.11
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March

“Clericalism assumes that clerics not only
are but are also meant to be the active,
dominant elite in the Church, and laymen
the passive, subservient mass. As a result,
the laity are discouraged from taking
seriously their responsibility for the
Church's mission, and evangelization is
neglected. So are efforts to influence the
structures of secular society on behalf of
the values of the gospel — the
evangelization of culture as it is called. . . .
Clericalism deepens the confusion about
lay and clerical identity . . . perhaps as the
most serious of all, clericalism tends to
discourage laymen from cultivating a
spirituality that arises above a rather low
level of fervor and intensity. As the clerical
mentality sees it, the serious pursuit of
sanctity is the business of priests and
religious. Minimalistic religious practice and
legalistic morality are all that are asked of
laymen and all many ask of themselves.”
(Shaw, Russell, To Hunt, to Shoot, to
Entertain Clericalism and the Catholic Laity,
Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 1993, p. 13-14)

As for Newman's view of the laity's partici-
pation in doctrinal fidelity and develop-
ment, we can consult The Arians of the
Fourth Century, written when he was a
young Anglican cleric and tutor at Oxford.
It is a masterful and entertaining history of
the Arian heresy and the controversy lead-
ing up to and beyond the Council of Nicea.
Newman's basic thesis is simple: The
mass of Catholics were faithful to the au-
thentic Trinitarian doctrine when, at least
at a certain moment of the controversy, the
majority of Bishops were not.

The Catholic people, in the length and
breadth of Christendom, were the obsti-
nate champions of Christian truth and the
bishops were not. . . . And again, in speak-
ing of the laity, I speak inclusively of their
parish priests (so to call them), at least in
many places; but, on the whole, taking a
wide view of history, we are obliged to say
that the governing body came short and
the governed were pre-eminent in faith,
zeal, courage, and constancy. This is a
remarkable fact, but there is a moral in it.

Perhaps it was permitted to impress upon
the Church the great evangelical lesson

Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman
on the Role of the Laity…

Due to the erroneous understanding of the role of the laity in the Church
today, the central importance of the priesthood has been undermined.
Laity now routinely handle the Blessed Sacrament and conduct “services”
of various types so that confusion is now rife in the minds of both priests
and people about precisely what is legitimate activity for laity and what
is rightfully and uniquely priestly ministry. An unhealthy clericalism
prior to Vatican II contributed to this state of affairs, and in some parts
of the Church a similarly false concept of priesthood still exists. Cardinal
Newman spotted it and recognised the danger…

Cardinal Newman

that, not the wise and powerful, but the
obscure, the unlearned and the weak con-
stitute her real strength.

difference between the Church and a
religious sect; between the Church and the
civil power; what the Church claims of
necessity, what it cannot dispense with,
what it can; what it can grant, what it
cannot. A Catholic hears the celibacy of the
clergy discussed; is that usage of faith, or
is it not of faith? What is he to answer?
What principle is to guide him in the
remarks which he cannot escape from the
necessity of making? He (is asked by)
some friend what is the difference between
Canon and Civil Law, whether, and in what
sense, we consider Protestants to be
heretics; whether any one can be saved
without sacramental confession; whether
we deny the reality of natural virtue, and
what worth we assign to it.

Questions may be multiplied without limit,
which occur in conversation between
friends in social intercourse, or in the
business of life, where no argument is
needed, no subtle and delicate disquisition,
but a few direct words stating the fact. Half
the controversies which go on in the world
arise from ignorance of the facts of the
case; half the prejudices against Catholicity
lie in the misinformation of the prejudiced
parties. Candid persons are set right, and
enemies silenced, by the mere statement
of what it is that we believe. It will not
answer the purpose for a Catholic to say,
‘I leave it to theologians,' ‘ I will ask my
priest;' but it will commonly give him a
triumph, as easy as it is complete, if he can
then and there lay down the law, I say ‘lay
down the law;' for remarkable it is, that
even those who speak against Catholicism
like to hear about it, and will excuse its
advocate from alleging arguments, if he
can gratify their curiosity by giving them
information… In the first age laymen were
most commonly the apologists. Such were
Justin, Tatian, Athenagoras, Aristides,
Hermias, Minucius Felix, Arnobius, and
Lactantius. In like manner, in this age some
of the most prominent defences of the
Church are from laymen; as De Maistre,
Chateaubriand, Nicolas, Montalembert,
and others.

The reason (why lay people should be able
to defend the Faith - apologetics)  is, that
(when) in lay company the deepest and
most difficult problems are discussed …
[t]his is seldom done when any priest is
present. Moreover, in your country, laymen
have better opportunities than priests to
correct a thousand false notions of
Protestants."

Extracts from The Newman Reader
www.newmanreader.org/works

It was mainly by the faithful people that
paganism was overthrown; it was by the
faithful people, under the lead of Athanasi-
us and the Egyptian bishops, and in some
places supported by their bishops and
priests, that the worst of heresies was
withstood. (Coulson: The Arians of the
Fourth Century, pp. 109-110.)

Newman in no way is impairing the teach-
ing authority of the hierarchy — the Pope
and the bishops in communion with him —
but rather emphasizing the responsibility
of the faithful to hold fast and hand on the
faith entrusted to them. He finds the be-
havior of the Catholic laity during the apo-
gee of the Arian heresy a wonderful
example of faithfulness to authentic doc-
trine when there appeared, at least, to be
a temporary suspension of its propagation
by certain elements of the hierarchy.

"It is to be considered, that our students are
to go out into the world, and (it is) a world
not of professed Catholics, but of
inveterate, often bitter…contemptuous
Protestants; nay, of Protestants who, so far
as they come from Protestant Universities
and public schools, do know their own
system, do know, in proportion to their
general attainments, the doctrines and
arguments of Protestantism. I should
desire, then, to encourage in our students
an intelligent apprehension of the relations,
as I may call them, between the Church
and society at large; for instance, the

http://www.newmanreader.org/works
http://www.newmanreader.org/works
http://www.newmanreader.org/works
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steps – in which event this step is an
invitation to return to Step One and begin
anew.

7. Humbly asked Him to remove our
shortcomings.
Having accomplished Step Six, the
alcoholic offers this prayer: "My Creator, I
am now willing that you should have all of
me, good and bad. I pray that you now
remove from me every single defect of
character which stands in the way of my
usefulness to you and my fellows. Grant
me strength, as I go out from here, to do
your bidding. Amen."

8. Made a list of all persons we had
harmed, and became willing to make
amends to them all.
The next action for the alcoholic is to make
reparations for the harm he has caused
others. The form the reparations must take
is also identified in this step. It is usual to
discuss Step Eight with one's sponsor, who
provides feedback and advice. For a
Catholic, consulting one's confessor is very
prudent.

9. Made direct amends to such people
wherever possible, except when to do
so would injure them or others.
Step Nine is what separates the long-term,
sober A.A. member from the A.A. member
who relapses into drinking. Alcoholics often
have done horrible and criminal things, and
have much to atone for; if they balk at
making reparations, however, they will
likely drink again.

10. Continued to take personal
inventory and when we were wrong
promptly admitted it.
Step Ten mirrors a Catholic's daily
examination of conscience, but instead of
using a guide like the Decalogue, the A.A.
member uses questions from the Big Book:
Where have I been selfish? Where have I
been irritable?

11. Sought through prayer and
meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God as we understood Him,
praying only for knowledge of His will
for us and the power to carry that out.
For the A.A. member, if prayer is talking to
God, meditation is listening to him. The
highest form of prayer, A.A. maintains, is
to be completely submissive to the Divine
Will, wanting only what God wants, asking
for nothing unless He wants it.

The wording of this step is sufficiently
elastic that it can be employed by a Catholic.

12. Having had a spiritual awakening as
the result of these steps, we tried to
carry this message to alcoholics, and to
practice these principles in all our
affairs.
A spiritual awakening involves four things:
1) surrender to the A.A. program, 2) prayer
to a God of one's understanding, 3)
companionship with other alcoholics, and
4) carrying the A.A. message to other
alcoholics.

Bill Wilson thought of "spirituality" as
reliance on the Creator. The spiritual
awakening mentioned in Step Twelve is the
restoration of the relationship between the
alcoholic and God. Continued sobriety – the
alcoholic's litmus test for being connected
to God – is contingent upon continuing in
A.A., and carrying the A.A. message to
other alcoholics.

Sponsorship
Sponsors are A.A. members who tell newer
members how to stay sober in A.A. A
sponsor, then, is very much like a coach.

undermine the good reputation A.A. has
established in a community.

The Question of Religion
Wilson's own astonishing recovery from
alcoholism left him convinced that the
Twelve Steps came from God, and that
A.A. was a divinely instituted agent for
channeling God's grace into the world.
Wilson was also encouraged in this belief
- for example, his long-time (priest) advisor
Fr Dowling saw Wilson as "possessed by
truth, and stumbling toward greater truth."
In a letter to Wilson, Fr. Dowling wrote,
"Historically, there have been superhuman
interventions – yourself, Horace Crystal,
the Incarnation."

At the same time, the founders of A.A.
denied that they had begun a new religion.
To the contrary, they repeatedly and
consistently stated that they merely used
material readily available from religion,
medicine, and psychology–the common
property of mankind, they maintained–to
outline a manner of living that would help
alcoholics. Wilson believed that institutions
like the Catholic Church had the spirituality
to heal alcoholics, but didn't have the
method to reach them: one alcoholic talking
to another.

Footnotes
1 Footnotes are not included here but sources may be
checked at
http://www.angelusonline.org/index.php?section=article
s&subsection=show_article&article_id=2155 - article
dated September, 2002

The Traditional Catholic & Alcoholics Anonymous…  Continued from p.9

Bill Wilson & Robert Smith (“Dr Bob”)
co-founders of Alcoholics Anonymous

A.A. sponsors are the people who take the
2:00 a.m. phone calls from an alcoholic who
cannot sleep because he wants to take
another drink; normally hear an alcoholic's
Fifth Step inventory; meet newcomers at
meetings; and encourage the alcoholic
when he is at his emotional lows and scold
him when he is being egotistical or
unreasonable.

A sponsor is not, however, a replacement
for a priest: only a priest can give a Catholic
sound spiritual advice and absolve him from
his sins. A sponsor is also not a licensed
therapist – he is very much an amateur in
the matter of alcoholism, and he has no
legal protection or obligations should a man
he is sponsoring confess a crime or some
immoral activity.

A sponsor is, however, a person who has
worked the Twelve Steps himself, and can
help the newcomer by answering questions
about the A.A. program. Sponsorship is a
valuable aid to the recovering alcoholic, but
it has definite limits.

The Role of Anonymity
An alcoholic can be haunted by the
ignominy of alcoholism long after he has
attained sobriety. Keeping his membership
in a Twelve Step group, then, is a way to
shield him and his family from being socially
stigmatized.

Another reason A.A. is anonymous is that
anonymity is an antidote to an alcoholic's
overdeveloped ego. Should one member
come to view himself as indispensable, or
appoint himself spokesman for A.A., he
might begin to think he is different from his
fellow alcoholics – and for the alcoholic,
being different is lethal.

Finally, anonymity protects the A.A.
program. Should a public figure who is an
A.A. member drink again, it could

The author is not a member of any group with the
word “anonymous” in the name. He is a parishioner
of St. Michael’s Catholic Church, SSPX, in Roswell,
GA, USA, where he serves Mass, tells his beads,
and contemplates the Four Last Things. He also
enjoys an occasional pint. You can follow Sean’s
blog at http://mapskeysclocks.blogspot.com

Venerable Matt Talbot
1856-1925

From
Alcoholic to Sainthood,

Catholic Truth
Issue # 75, January, 2013

http://www.angelusonline.org/index.php?section=articles&subsection=show_article&article_id=2155
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The following excerpts are taken from the
excellent book Catholic Action for Christ
our King (2008 publication), by Fr. Ste-
phen DeLallo (SSPX).

I have a copy of this
book and I would
strongly advise others
to purchase it. For
ease of reading, the
author’s words are in
italics and quotations
are in bold. I have not
listed all the references
that go with the quotes

but I would be happy to supply them on
demand.

Charity: Foundation of Catholic Action

The work, therefore, of Catholic Action of
“bearing witness to the truth” must be
founded on divine charity. If Catholics don’t
follow this principle, their social action will
remain sterile, and they themselves will be
responsible for the lack of conversions to
the true faith because of false and bitter
zeal. As St. Paul says:

If I should speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, but do not have
charity, I have become as sounding
brass or a tinkling cymbal. And if I have
prophecy and know all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith so
as to remove mountains, yet do not
have charity, I am nothing. (I Cor. 13:1-2)

This principle seems to be even more ap-
plicable in our day, since the minds of men
are very confused about truth and good-
ness as a result of the present crisis in the
Church, and also because of widespread
spiritual and moral chaos caused by the
poison of liberalism, which has been infect-
ing all social order, especially since the
French Revolution.

It is for this reason that Catholics need to
place particular emphasis on reaching the
wills (i.e., hearts) of others in order to
dispose them to want to believe the truth.
This can only be accomplished by divine
charity, manifested by the example of mer-
cy, forgiveness, and patience towards oth-
ers. And it is precisely by this example,
shown especially by priests and religious,
that the youth of today will be inspired to
pursue a vocation to the priestly or reli-
gious life. For even in a world of intellectual
darkness, everyone of good will can still

see and understand the love of Christ
reflected in His true disciples.

But what has caused this worldwide crisis
in faith and morals? Could it be due to
modern technology, which has produced
so many different kinds of entertainment,
including sophisticated video games,
countless theatrical movies with incredible
effects in graphics and sound, various por-
table audio and video players for modern
music and videos, and so on?

Even though such things do play a part in
enticing both young and old into a love of
worldly pleasure and entertainment, nev-
ertheless they are not the main cause of
the spiritual and moral chaos in the world.
The real cause is rather the poisonous
spirit of liberalism and modernism which
has invaded the Church
since Vatican II.

As Archbishop Lefebvre re-
marks in his book An Open
Letter to Confused Catho-
lics:

The confusion is seen ev-
erywhere—in conversa-
tions, in books, in
newspapers, in radio and television
broadcasts, in the behavior of Catho-
lics, which shows up as a sharp decline
in the practice of the faith as statistics
reveal, a dissatisfaction with the Mass
and the sacraments, a general relax-
ation of morals.

We naturally ask, therefore, what
brought on this state of things? For
every effect there is a cause. Has faith
been weakened by a disappearance of
generosity of soul, by a taste for enjoy-
ment, an attraction to the pleasures of
life and the manifold distractions which
the modern world offers? These cannot
be the real reasons, because they have
always been with us in one way or an-
other. The rapid decline in religious
practice comes rather from the new
spirit which has been introduced into
the Church and which has cast suspi-
cion over all past teachings and life of
the Church. All this was based on the
unchangeable faith of the Church,
handed down by catechisms which
were recognized by all bishops.

The faith was based on certitudes. The
certitudes have been overturned and
confusion has resulted….

The confusion and darkness in the mod-
ern world should incline priests to have
more understanding and mercy towards
sinners, thus avoiding bitterness and
harshness in their work of converting souls
to Christ. Divine charity is the key to con-
version.

As St. Pius X says in E Supremi Apostola-
tus, p. 9:

… in order that the desired fruit may be
derived from this apostolate and this
zeal for teaching, and that Christ may
be formed in all, be it remembered,
Venerable Brethren, that no means is
more efficacious than charity. “For the
Lord is not in the earthquake” (III Kings
xix, II [sic])—it is vain to hope to attract
souls to God by a bitter zeal. On the
contrary, harm is done more often than
good by taunting men harshly with
their faults, and reproving their vices
with asperity.

True, the Apostle exhorted Timothy:
“Accuse, beseech, rebuke,” but he
took care to add: “with all patience” (II
Tim. iv, 2). Jesus has certainly left us
examples of this. “Come to me,” we
find Him saying, “come to me all you
that labor and are burdened and I will
refresh you” (Matt. xi, 28). And by those
that labor and are burdened he meant
only those who are slaves of sin and
error. What gentleness was that shown
by the Divine Master! What tenderness,
what compassion towards all kinds of
misery!…

This charity, “patient and kind” (I Cor.
xiii, 4), will extend itself also to those
who are hostile to us and persecute us.
“We are reviled,” thus did St. Paul pro-
test, “and we bless; we are persecuted
and we suffer it; we are blasphemed
and we entreat” (I Cor. iv, 12, s [sic]).
They perhaps seem to be worse than
they really are. Their associations with
others, prejudice, the counsel, advice,
and example of others, and finally an
ill-advised shame have dragged them
to the side of the impious; but their
wills are not so depraved as they them-
selves would seek to make people be-
lieve.

Who will prevent us from hoping that
the flame of Christian charity may dis-
pel the darkness from their minds and

Catholic Action for Christ our King
This article first appeared on our blog on 28/1/13, posted by Athanasius.

Fr DeLallo

Continued on p.13
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bring to them light and the peace of
God? It may be that the fruit of our
labors may be slow in coming, but
charity wearies not with waiting, know-
ing that God prepares His rewards not
for the results of toil but for the good
will shown in it.

Archbishop Lefebvre emphasizes these
words of St. Pius X in ‘Against the Here-
sies, pp. 15-18 passim:

The advice given here is really impor-
tant. Think of the problems that many
traditionalists have experienced in their
parishes…. Priests who lack charity
have a tendency to judge men as they
should be and not as they are; they
close their eyes to the realities. If a
young priest comes into contact with
souls, and has categories in mind,
thinking a priori what Christians should
be like, he will not receive the sinner
who comes to him (and we are all sin-
ners!) as a physician—a physician of
souls—but as a judge. Then he will
condemn, rebuke, and scold the peni-
tent, with the result, of course, that
people will flee.…
………
Truly, harshness is a bad counselor….
………
A priest must begin in the seminary to
seek the virtue of prudence. He must
not let himself become harsh, or en-
close himself within arguments by
which he leads astray himself and oth-
ers.

Leo XIII, in his letter Cum Multa of Decem-
ber 8, 1882, to the bishops of Spain also
gives important directives with regard to
the method and spirit of Catholic writers.
He says:

… it is most important that those who
defend the interests of religion in the
press, and particularly in the daily pa-
pers, should take up the same atti-
tude….

The admonitions, therefore, which we
have given to associations, We likewise
give to writers; We exhort them to re-
move all dissensions by their gentle-
ness and moderation, and to preserve
concord amongst themselves and in
the people, for the influence of writers
is great on either side. But nothing can
be more opposed to concord than bit-
ing words, rash judgments, or perfidi-
ous insinuations, and everything of this
kind should be shunned with the great-
est care and held in the utmost abhor-
rence.

A discussion in which are concerned
the sacred rights of the Church and the
doctrines of the Catholic religion
should not be acrimonious, but calm
and temperate; it is weight of reason-
ing, and not violence and bitterness of
language, which must win victory for
the Catholic writer.

St. Maximilian Kolbe, speaking of the im-
portant role of Catholic editors, emphasiz-
es that the writings of learned Catholics
will produce good fruit only if the writer
lives a holy life:

How important the editor of a Catholic
publication is! Such an editor forms
public opinion, he has a great influence
on society, and therefore he also has a
great responsibility before God. In or-
der that the press produce good fruits,
however, every editor must also live a
good Catholic life; before writing an
article, he must pray and ask God for
light and strength. If someone wants to
give something, he must first have it
himself!

Catholic editors must use great prudence
in choosing good articles and writings for
their publications so that they will faithfully
present authentic Church doctrine. Thus,
they should seek out Catholic writers of
good moral character, while avoiding
those who are living an immoral life or
whose past life of vice would still be a
scandal to the faithful. They should also
avoid those writers who promote heretical
or false ideas, or activities of socio-political
subversion.

Consequently, Catholic publications would
not use, for example, the writings of Martin
Luther or other heretics that happen to
coincide with Catholic doctrine; or the writ-
ings of Karl Marx or Joseph Stalin that
happen to coincide with the real economic
abuses at the time; or the writings of radi-

cals or revolutionaries just because their
objections against the government hap-
pen to be true. Besides, there are always
good Catholic authors whose writings we
have at our disposal to address any im-
portant social or doctrinal question.

In the same way, Archbishop Lefebvre
warns the faithful in his book An Open
Letter to Confused Catholics to beware of
modernists who “advise children to listen
to what atheists have to say, because they
have much to learn from them; and be-
sides, if they do not believe in God they
have their reasons, and these are worth
knowing!” And St. Thomas Aquinas de-
clares: “If the doctrine is good and the
preacher is bad, he is the occasion for
blaspheming the doctrine of God.”

On another note, so as to propagate more
effectively the teachings of the Catholic
Church in the modern world, we should
take advantage of modern scientific inven-
tions. As St. Maximilian Kolbe says:

We must conquer the whole world for
the Immaculata, and therefore we must
use the most effective methods of all to
do so. All methods, all the latest inven-
tions, whether machines or operating
systems, should serve first and fore-
most the sanctification of souls
through the Immaculata….
………
Radio is one of the most important
means for propagating the work of the
M[ilitia] I[mmaculata], in addition to
film and television…. All of these in-
ventions are in themselves good and
should serve godly purposes first, and
only later human purposes. Today that
is reversed: these and other inventions
are used for evil, and then do we come
along to apply them for a good cause.
There is something wrong with that.
We deserve censure if we allow others
to leave us behind in this race to make
use of inventions.

The clergy’s influence also plays a very
important role in Catholic Action. As Jean
Ousset says:

The influence of the clergy must never
be underestimated. For peoples live
and achieve salvation only through
their elites….

It is impossible to conceive of any
grave serious social collapse in history
which did not derive from a previous
spiritual collapse on the part of at least
some of the clergy. When Christian

Catholic Action for Christ our King…  Continued from p.12

Continued on p.14
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It is chilling that Prime Minister David
Cameron describes homosexual marriage
“as an important step forward”. On what
grounds does he believe that sodomy is
natural? Marriage is one man and one
woman for procreation Gloria: “Gay”
Marriage…A Square Circle?

From The
Blog…

I think it is safe to assume the Archbishop
(Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli,
President of the Pontifical Council on
Social Communications) was referring to
the more traditional Catholic websites.
Can’t see the run-of-the-mill Catholic sites
coming under attack, they after all, peddle
the same heresies and are part of the brain
washed New Order of which the
Archbishop is evidently a part. Crusader:
Vatican: No To “Aggressive” Catholic
Websites…
I was recently sent this link
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jii6NCfTW68
which captures a talk by Bishop
Athanasius Schneider and would
recommend it to any Catholic who is still
unsure about whether they should receive
the Blessed Sacrament in the hand.
Bishop Schneider is one bishop who hasn’t
lost his faith! Therese: Communion in
the hand: An Insult Too Far?

I am just the ordinary parent of quite a big
family with young people to worry about.
If my child wakes up one morning covered
in pustules I know immediately that he /
she has chicken pox.  No need for doctors
or tests, I just know.  The same goes for
most of the childhood diseases: once seen,
never forgotten.
Similarly, if I witness a massive fall in
vocations, Mass attendance and general
Catholic beliefs I don't need proof to see
where the problem lies.  It's just obvious
and anybody who denies this is either
deluded or dishonest.
I KNOW the way I have to do battle to keep
my children Catholic.  MY parents had no
such problem because, in those days, the
schools, the clergy and everyone else all
sang from the same hymn sheet.
Unfortunately, we don’t have access to the
Tridentine Mass and even if we did, we
wouldn't have access to everything else
because it has been destroyed. The
teaching, the catechism, the devotions and
all the practices which helped us stay
Catholic have all gone.
It's just shocking the way our pastors have
neglected their flocks.  May God forgive
them because I, and many other parents,
find it difficult to do so. Semperfidelis,
Pope Benedict To Resign

society is enfeebled or breaks down, it
is always as the consequence of some
heresy. And never in history has a her-
esy developed unless from the outset
some priests have been enlisted in its
service….
………
In order that clerics, in whatever cir-
cumstances, may be able to remind us
in a spirit of complete detachment of
the sovereign principles which the
State ought to respect, it is indispens-
able that they themselves should not
be immersed in worldly struggles. For
once this happens they are no longer
able to fulfill their true mission
………
The clergy’s influence is always deci-
sive. This is true whether or not they
have the faith and charity which society
expects from them and which they
ought to have. When they lack these
qualities, so much the worse for their
flocks and their fatherlands.
………
It has been said that a dubious clergy
produces revolutionaries; that a medio-
cre clergy engenders indifference and
impiety; that a virtuous clergy makes
honest folk; but that God alone can
raise up saints.

Ousset then points out how exaggerated
intellectualism, whether among the laity or
the clergy, with regard to Catholic political
action, can easily lead to a spirit of impa-
tience, force, and violence in fighting the
enemies of Christ:

Those who are permanently engaged in
highly intellectual pursuits think of ev-
erything in terms of “universals” and
“essences.” So when the pure intellec-
tual is brought up against the thicket of
distinctions, obstacles, and difficulties
which constitute the humble realities of
the world of concrete action, his reac-
tion is that of a giant who trips over a
bramble bush, one of impatience, of
violence, and of brute force. His ten-
dency is to reduce action to some im-
mediate and simplified operation: “It
suffices to — We have only to — Try a
violent coup — Take over power,” etc.

We have been familiar with this kind of
talk for thirty years or more…
a plethora of street demonstrations,
rioting, secret organizations,stores of
arms—“cloak and dagger” stuff, dreams
of a “White Freemasonry,” etc. Violence,
reinforced as required by some kind of
secret apparatus, constitutes the

Catholic Action for Christ our King…  Continued from p.13
beginning and end of action in the eyes
of such people. END OF QUOTES

It really is a great book, and not too lengthy.
It’s very concise and easy to understand,
hence it has been added to the Our Lady
of Victories home schooling catalogue in
Idaho. The price is only $8. The address
and web link as follows:
Lepanto Press, 421 S Lochsa St, Post Falls,
ID, 83854
http://www.olvs.org/shopcart/InvDtl.aspx?InvId=14347
&GrdId=&InvCatId=

The Sword of Christendom was first
published in 1994 by Angelus Press but I
cannot find it in their online catalogue today.
I have sent an email enquiry to Angelus
Press about this and hope to get some
positive information back that I can (pass
on to enquirers). In the meantime the book
is available at Amazon (new or used), but
the prices are pretty steep there. I think
Amazon are going to price themselves out
of the market altogether unless they get
real!

I was filled with dread when I heard this
announced on the radio a short while ago.
Apart from thinking immediately of Our
Lady of Fatima, I found myself saying “Holy
Michael, Archangel, defend us in the day
of battle…”Naomi: Pope Benedict To
Resign…

The Sword of
Christendom is
another  book by Fr
Stephen DeLallo)
which I highly
recommend to
anyone who wants to
understand the
essence of the crisis
in the Church today
and what true

Catholic Action should be in response. It
also has a rather excellent section on
evolutionism which completely destroys
the myth! Another must read for all you
folks with spare cash!

“EVERY Catholic should read this book.
Father DeLallo explains in very simple
language the Social Kingship of Jesus
Christ. This book is not politically correct,
unlike most of the garbage which passes
for Catholic writing these days. It is based
on traditional Catholic teaching, not on the
novel ideas of the post Vatican II Church. I
especially recommend this book to Catholic
Americans, because you will learn the
difference between an American Catholic,
versus a Catholic American, and how the
Faith has been watered down and
compromised in such a way in this country
that it is in many places(if not most) in the
U.S. just another Protestant denomination.
May God bless Father DeLallo for writing
this book.
Review posted by “Michael” on Amazon
website http://www.amazon.com/review/R6MV7DLXZCV9E

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jii6NCfTW68 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jii6NCfTW68 
http://www.olvs.org/shopcart/InvDtl.aspx?InvId=14347&GrdId=&InvCatId=
http://www.olvs.org/shopcart/InvDtl.aspx?InvId=14347&GrdId=&InvCatId=
http://www.olvs.org/shopcart/InvDtl.aspx?InvId=14347&GrdId=&InvCatId=
http://www.amazon.com/review/R6MV7DLXZCV9E
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Still in the category of Mixed Signal No.
2, is the funeral of another prominent
partnered “gay” Catholic - well known
Member of Parliament, David Cairns.

As we’ve pointed out before in these
pages, Canon Law prohibits Church
funerals in the following cases, unless
there were some signs of repentance
before death: notorious apostates,
heretics, schismatics… and other
manifest sinners to whom a Church
funeral could not be granted without
public scandal to the faithful. (Canon
Law: Those To Whom Church Funerals Are
To Be Allowed Or Denied: # 1184)1

This time the signalling comes from the
new Archbishop of Glasgow, Philip
Tartaglia, prominent campaigner
against same-sex marriage, who, as
Bishop of Paisley, was widely reported
to have been personally involved in the
organising of Mr Cairn’s funeral.2

Scots Bishops & Same-Sex Marriage…  Continued from p.3

“In response to the news that Alex
Salmond plans to legalise gay
‘marriage’ within the year Archbishop-
designate Tartaglia of Glasgow has
said that he can see that his own
defence of marriage could result in him
being imprisoned at some stage in the
next 15 years:
“I could see myself going to jail
possibly at some point over the next
15 years, if God spares me, if I speak
out,” Archbishop Tartaglia said in an
interview with STV News July 24.”

Yeah right. Given the speed at which
he back-pedalled following the storm
of publicity which resulted from his
comments linking early death and
homosexual activity, I seriously doubt
it. His spokesman flurried to tell the
world that the Archbishop had
apologised for his remarks, (which
were nothing more than recognition
that the homosexual lifestyle is
damaging and cuts short lives.)
Because his remarks were linked to
David Cairns MP, who died aged 44,
the Scottish Catholic Media Office went
on the defensive: “In his reply (to a
question he’d had no previous notice
would be asked) he (Archbishop
Tartaglia) mentioned a situation he had
been closely involved in, namely the
funeral arrangements for the late David
Cairns. The Archbishop knew David
Cairns, met him  regularly at events in
Inverclyde, and got on well with him,
and was personally involved in his
funeral arrangements. He is sorry for
any hurt which has resulted, there was
certainly no offence or judgment
intended in his words.” 3

Put simply, having had the courage to
identify the link between homosexuality
and early death, the Archbishop then
apologised for mentioning his own
experience of an early death partnered
homosexual. Braveheart NOT!

Let’s hope the pro-Marriage campaign
wins. It would be wonderful if the
Scottish Bishops played a leading role
in a resounding defeat for the
Government as they pursue their
diabolical agenda. However, as others
keep telling me, it’ll require a miracle
because, for their own unfathomable
reasons, the politicians on both sides
of the border and across party lines,
are determined to re-define marriage
to satisfy the minority “gay” lobby. They
will come to regret it - big time. God will
definitely not be mocked.

If, against all the odds, this diabolical
legislation IS averted, though, it will be
despite the two major mixed signals
being sent by the Bishops, easily
spotted by any reasonably informed
and intelligent person, just as surely as
any boy scout can spot a smoke signal.

Footnotes:
1 We have cited Canon Law, too, in previous
newsletter, in the case of the prominent Glasgow
lawyer, Paul McBride, who was a partnered
homosexual Catholic, permitted a public funeral
in St Aloysius Jesuit Church in Glasgow,
following his sudden death, aged 47, in Pakistan
during a business trip. The “great and the good”
attended the funeral, with the First Minister of
Scotland, Alex Salmond, leading proponent of
same-sex marriage, in the congregation listening
to the public condolences from the sanctuary,
offered to Mr McBride’s parents and “partner”.
It would be surprising if Mr Salmond had not
recognised Mixed Signal in the No. 2 Category.
2 For example:
‘Archbishop links MP’s death to gay lifestyle’
The Scotsman,  25/7/12
&‘Cast the beam from your own eye’ Scottish
Perspective, The Scotsman, 27/7/12
& ‘Archbishop’s comments about David were
deeply painful’ says MP’, The Scotsman,
28/7/12
3Archbishop condemned for remarks about
gay MP: Row over linking of death to
homosexuality, The Herald, 26/7/12

Gay Catholics are called to life-long friend-
ship, the Archbishop of Westminster told
BBC2′s Newsnight programme last week.
It was as far as Archbishop Vincent Nich-
ols was prepared to go in articulating the
Church’s pastoral concern for its gay
members.

But he could have referred to the bi-
monthly Soho Masses for gay Catholics
and their families, which continue in his
diocese in spite of complaints to Rome by
traditionalists. These, more than anything
else, have demonstrated that the Catholic
Church takes seriously its ministry to gay
members. It counters the argument from
those advocating gay marriage that the
Church is homophobic.

Now would be a good time for the Catholic
Church in Britain to extend the provision of
Soho-style Masses to other regions. Peo-
ple travel from far a-field to attend the
Masses at the Church of the Assumption
in Warwick Street, but for some they are
out of reach.

What about Masses for gay Catholics in
Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester, Edin-
burgh and so on?

When he was an auxiliary in Westminster,
the Archbishop of Birmingham, Bernard
Longley, led the dialogue with gay Catho-
lics which led to the setting up of the Soho
Masses in a Catholic church. He therefore
would be ideal to set the ball rolling.

As for Cardinal Keith O’Brien, what better
way to counter the furore that greeted his
outburst against the notion of gay mar-
riage? In the past Cardinal O’Brien has
said he shoots from the hip to attract me-
dia attention for causes he considers im-
portant. He is a warm pastor and those
who accuse him of homophobia are wide
of the mark.

The debates we’ve seen over the last
fortnight show how difficult it is to make the
case against gay marriage without
appearing illiberal. If we as Catholics are
to argue convincingly that marriage is the
nucleus of our society, that to tamper with
it has implications for the care of children
and that civil partnerships are the way to
recognise stable, committed gay unions,
we need the Church to show support for
its gay members. Extending the gay
Masses would be a good way to do that.
Elena Curti, Deputy Editor of the Tablet, The
Tablet Blog 20 March 2012

Scottish Bishops &
Same-Sex Marriage:
The Third Signal…
As we’ve pointed out ad nauseum in this
newsletter, by permitting the sale of
dissident publications, the Bishops are
sending out contradictory messages. One
such publication,The Tablet, is on sale in
many Catholic outlets so here’s a taste of
the poison being fed to the faithful:

Continued on p.16

Don’t miss column three for
Mixed Signal No. 3!
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Scots Bishops & Same-Sex Marriage…  Continued from p.15
Anyone, of average intelligence,even if
they possess nothing more than a media-
led grasp of the Catholic Faith, can see the
dichotomy between what the Bishops are
saying in public and what they are doing -
or not doing. By not seeing to it that
dissident publications like The Tablet are
NOT on sale in their churches, cathedrals
and bookshops, the Bishops are complicit
in promoting dissent and that includes
homosexual activity.  Imagine a school
which flouted its own rules by leaving
literature lying around for students to read,
in which writers advocated open rebellion
in classrooms and assemblies. Wouldn’t
happen. Not if the Head was doing his/her
job. And it shouldn’t happen in a parish
near you, either - not if your Bishop really
means what he says on TV. If same-sex
marriage is unthinkable, then so is same-
sex activity, period. To leave literature lying
around churches, cathedrals and
bookshops advocating change in Catholic
morality while at the same time bemoaning
the rise of immorality in society at large, is
downright hypocritical - to say the least. To
argue against same-sex marriage when the
literature you sell is promoting it, is
dishonest in the extreme.

And then there’s the Scottish version -
Open House (OH). One of our readers
passes his copy of OH to me, usually with
a number of passages highlighted to make
sure I don’t miss the baloney that passes
for theology therein.

However, when I settled down to suffer the
December/January 2013 edition, I thought
they’d gone for yellow pages throughout -
our reader had marked so many pages with
his yellow highlighter pen. And no wonder.

Yellow marked the first headline inside:
Mary with brass knuckles.  Predictably, this
read as an undiluted assault on Our Lady.
Seems some daft student’s portrayal of the
Mother of God acting out a modern version
of the Flight into Egypt, is a tad more
acceptable - and “more likely” - than the
Gospel accounts. In this (highly unoriginal)
role play (this sort of nonsense is rife in
Catholic schools…”oh, wow, how
imaginative, darling”) ‘Mary and Joseph’
were confronted by hostile immigration
officials at the ‘Egyptian border’, an
interrogation to which Our Lady reacted
differently from the “sweetly cloying model
of subservient womanhood of traditional
Marian devotion.”

The author of this diatribe, Colin Chalmers,
notes: “Certainly there has been, according
to all reports, a massive decrease in
numbers practising traditional devotions,
but much Marian devotional practice today
continues as if Vatican II had never
happened…”  and he goes on to illustrate
the “problem” by quoting from a letter
published in a Catholic newspaper in June
2007, in which the correspondent laments
the “bad times” in which we live, the “insults
and “blasphemies” thrown at Our Lord and
His Mother, and urges a return to the

Rosary, reminding us of the victory at the
Battle of Lepanto as evidence of the power
of the Rosary.  Chalmers continues:
“That these words and sentiments could be
expressed in the first decade of the twenty-
first century says much about how far the
insights of post-conciliar Mariology and
scriptural studies have reached the
‘ordinary’ Catholic.”

Arrogant pup. Just who does he think he is
to tell us “ordinary Catholics” that there’s
something wrong with us simply because
we refuse to go along with post-conciliar
“Mariology” and alleged “scriptural studies”?
A pawn of the feminist movement, he goes
on to quote Hans Kung and “many women
today” with more insulting caricatures of
Catholic devotion to Our Lady, arguing that
“Mary is, and always has been, a political
pawn of the Church.”

blasphemously - a Catholic mother is
portrayed as so perfect that “a cynical
parishioner commented: ‘I swear one day
I will come and she will be hanging from
the cross…’  The film then introduces the
rest of the family - an alcoholic husband,
unfaithful/adulterous son, lesbian daughter
and, for good measure, there is “even a
young priest who is into social activism and
attends gay weddings as long as no-one
tells.”
The reviewer, Norman Barry, continues:
“The film presumes that people know what
the Catholic Church is about. It is against
adultery, alcoholism and abortion. Most of
all it is against lesbianism. Yet all of these
are part of the church” (sic).

Twisting the knife in for a final deadly
assault on Holy Mother Church, the piece
concludes by noting that in the UK the film
has only been shown at LBGT venues…
“But there must be a lot of gays out there
who are looking for more than tolerance if
they are attending a film like this.”

Then there’s the sage from the Episcopal
‘Church’1 who thinks that we should all
have a role in choosing our bishops (that
sentiment would change, of course, if a
traditional bishop were appointed, bet
money on it with confidence) and a former
priest, Joe Fitzpatrick,2 tells us, with, I
presume, a straight face, that Cardinal
Martini, the dissenter who, from his grave,
lectured Pope Benedict on the need to
embrace all the heresies and errors of the
day, is one of those men who are “so
revered in their lifetime that they seem to
tower over the rest of their contemporaries”
and “like Pope John XXIII he was an Italian
Cardinal who seemed determined to put
behind him the world-condemning and
world-rejecting attitudes of previous Italian
Popes such as Gregory XVI, Pius IX and
Pius X…the Church was 200 years out of
date… Our culture has aged, our churches
are big and empty and the church
bureaucracy grows. The Church must
admit its mistakes and begin a radical
change, starting from the Pope and
bishops.” 3

The icing on the cake in this edition of OH
has to be the article by the daughter of a
Protestant minister who had been an
observer at the Second Vatican Council.
Extensively highlighted in the old faithful
yellow pen, I need only quote the
concluding words to make my point.
Referring to her father, the author of ‘Icing
on the Cake’ reveals:
“He and many others felt keen
disappointment that the promise of the late
1960s was not carried on through the next
three decades, (he died in September
1994) but those who were there at  the
Second Vatican Council found it a life-
changing and inspiring experience.” 4 That
a Protestant Minister found Vatican II so
“inspiring” that he remained a Protestant

In order to safeguard the
integrity of faith and morals,

pastors of the
Church have the
duty and the
right to ensure
that in writings
or in the use of
the means of

social communication there
should be no ill effect on the
faith and morals of Christ’s
faithful… (Canon # 823)

Wrong. It’s Colin Chalmers and his think-a-
likes (including the notorious Hans Kung)
who are pawns of the deeply flawed and
misnamed feminist movement, among other
crackpot causes.

Space prevents me from quoting further
from the Chalmers’ nonsense which
spreads across five columns, almost every
word highlighted by the Catholic Truth
reader who doubles as our editorial
assistant by drawing my attention to key
passages in rags like Open House. His
diligence in highlighting the rubbish in this
edition of OH has got me looking for my
sunglasses.

I hope you’re getting the picture, though.
The Bishops of Scotland are publicly
committed to supporting marriage and
family life against the onslaught by the
same-sex marriage brigade, while allowing
their churches to be used to sell literature,
not only promoting “gay” marriage, but
undermining and insulting the Holy Family.

And just to drive home its anti-family
message, the current issue of the Scottish
‘Tablet’ -  Open House -  promotes a film
called The Perfect Family in which - Continued on p.17, column 3
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WATERMELONS
by James Delingpole   [Publius
2012] ISBN 978-1-84954-217-3

Debunked in 312 pages is the scare that mankind
is responsible for global warming.

The author and various authorities quoted accept
that there might be climatic changes, but Earth could
be getting colder in line with swings over centuries
or aeons.

The crux of the book is that hysteria has gripped the
unthinking masses, thanks to a Big Lie in the mass
media, especially the BBC, using the same
techniques as the Nazis and Communists.
Delingpole says that certain kinds of people have a
vested interest in scaring us almost to death and
costing Britain £18+ billion per year.  They include
politicians, like Al Gore and Tony Blair, in pursuit of
worldwide government

The most culpable, however, are supposed scientific experts (often not relevant
specialists) who get honours, bylines, funding and travel out of tenuous theories and
exaggerated extrapolations of simple data.   Delingpole especially singles out the Climate
Research Unit at the University of East Anglia whose falsehoods were exposed by
someone who hacked 61 megabytes of research, including 1,079 emails.

Delingpole also blames Oxfam, Greenpeace, the Club of Rome, the Royal Society and
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) – which we all know sound
impressive especially when sweeping generalisations are read in newspapers’ headlines
or seen transiently on television.  There is no scope for analysis then.

Delingpole quotes with precise references both culprits and sceptics.  Among those who
have challenged the theory of man-made global warming are the following:

Professor H.H. Lamb - Climate History and the Modern World;
Andrew Montford - The Hockey Stick Illusion;
Professor Frederick Seitz - A Major Deception on Global Warming
Christopher Booker - The Real Global Warming Disaster and BBC and Climate Change
Professor Robert Carter – Climate: The Counter Consensus (Australia)
Steve McIntyre;  Ross McKitrick (Canada)
Donna Laframboise:The delinquent teenager who was mistaken for the world’s top climate  expert
Ian Wishart – Air Con;  Chris de Freitas – Climate Review (New Zealand)
Emeritus Professor Hal Lewis – University of California at Santa Barbara (America)
Websites:  James M. Simpson on Big Government; Marc Morano – climatedepot.com

Last but not least, Delingpole ridicules “the clergymen who’ve more or less given up
God, and see Gaia very much as the coming thing” [p.166].  He says that the globwar
scare is itself a religion with its own prophets, high priests and original sin.   Gaia is the
pagan goddess of Earth, so I ask if that is why sodomites call themselves gay.

What he omits is that intelligent Catholics in publications like Catholic Truth and
Christian Order condemn their own clergy for ignoring the lasting Gospels in favour of
environmental fads.  Delingpole, who twice alludes to 666, should also have noted that
signs heralding the end of the world (by fire, not flood) are spelt out in the Bible,
especially St John’s book of Revelation, and explained by the Early Christian Fathers
who, being divinely inspired, were wiser than our ecological/ecumenical churchmen.

By contrast, Pope Benedict XV warned against worldwide dictatorship a century ago.
And The Times of 7 March 2000 reported  Cardinal Biffi of Bologna’s warning that the
Antichrist may already be abroad, promising to save mankind from things like, er …
global warming.    Which means that ecological acolytes serve Satan!

Book Review… John Burke
a former roving
correspondent for Reuters

Scots Bishops & Same-Sex Marriage…
                                     Continued from p.16

until the day he died, tells us a lot about
that “inspiring” Council.

The entire edition of this newsletter could
easily have been devoted to exposing the
rot in Open House - there’s just so much of
it -  but the few examples cited here suffice
to emphasise the credibility gap which the
Scottish Bishops must address, urgently, if
they are to be taken seriously when, now
that “gay” marriage is on the cards, the time
comes to fight the legalising of polygamy.
It’s only a matter of time.

If the Bishops expect to be taken seriously
when they (rightly) speak out against evil
legislation, then they need to be consistent.

They mustn’t, on the one hand, tolerate the
sale of publications on Catholic premises
which undermine the Church’s teaching,
and even openly promote the very same
evils they are busy denouncing, while on
the other hand go about the place busily
denouncing said evils. It doesn’t make
sense. It really doesn’t.

Let them combat novelties of words,
remembering the admonitions of Leo XIII:
"It is impossible to approve in Catholic
publications a style inspired by unsound
novelty which seems to deride the piety of
the faithful and dwells on the introduction
of a new order of Christian life, on new
directions of the Church, on new
aspirations of the modern soul, on a new
social vocation of the clergy, on a new
Christian civilization, and many other
things of the same kind."… Language of
the kind here indicated is not to be
tolerated either in books or in lectures.
Pascendi Dominici Gregis: On The Doctrine Of The
Modernists, Encyclical of Pope (Saint) Pius X,
September 8, 1997 # 55

Footnotes
1 Election of bishops: the Scottish Episcopal
experience, Open House, December 2012/January
2013, p.14
2 I’ve written umpteen times to OH editors to ask for
confirmation that the Joe Fitzpatrick who writes for
them (often, if not always, on the subject of the
priesthood) is the same Joe Fitzpatrick who
abandoned the priesthood. To date, no reply, so I
think we can safely assume they are one and the same
person.
3 Joe Fitzpatrick: Cardinal Martini’s call for radical
change, OH, p.15
4 Stephanie Baker Nicholson: A time of grace and
promise:reflections of a Council observer, OH, p.10

“
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Your editorial in the January issue  on
the connection between Saint Francis de
Sales  availing himself  of the  new  print
medium of his time and the importance of
Catholics today making use of the internet
is apposite and encouraging.

My brother John and I  went on  a
pilgrimage-holiday around France using a
railcard in October 2008 and stopped off at
Annecy,  a town much associated with
Saints Francis de Sales and Jeanne de
Chantal. Many stories of  Francis  at that
earlier time in his life  make grim
reading:  trailing around  the  rugged
terrain of that mountainous region in wintry
weather, feet bloody and frozen, having to
tie himself onto the branches of a tree to
get some sleep safe from the wolves . . .

His efforts to reconvert the Calvinists
ultimately proved a highly
successful  undertaking, and this greatly
aided, as you point out,  by  the printed
pamphlets he distributed.

The first stop on our pilgrimage was Lisieux
- and Alençon, the nearby  earlier home
town of the Martins -  at the very time of the
beatification of the parents of

Saint  Theresa, Louis
and Zélie. When we
got there, it
was  disappointing to
be told that we'd be
unable to get into
the  basilica because
of all the international
groups who'd made
proper arrangements.
However, we got up

and out early that morning, and I asked
John, who was blind, with just a small focal
point of vision, to be sure to take his folding
white cane.

On spotting  a coach from Ireland with
passengers alighting  we decided to join
them and, though we were rumbled by the
man in charge, after introducing ourselves
as John and Francie Reilly, were given a
most enthusiastic welcome to the group,
already, as  were told,  deficient in their
booking number. We  then simply walked
through with them into the great church.

The special ceremonial Mass was a joyful
occasion, with sublime choral singing, and
a moving and tuneful little hymn honouring
the parents. As well as a mighty throng of
us common folk, both inside and outside,
there were rows of  splendidly be-robed
cardinals, bishops,  town dignitaries and
national politicians. Louis and Zélie Martin,
I imagine, would have been pleased.
Small miracles, I believe,  though some
might  attribute to incidental good
luck, accompanied us throughout the trip:
train connections were always spot on,
hotel bookings problem-free, weather just
right . . . it went on and on without any
hassle anywhere.  We Catholics  believe

that many special miracles enter our
everyday lives when general prayers are
not neglected -  and that no intercessory
prayer ever goes unanswered, especially
through the good office of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

From Lisieux, we went on to Lourdes - so
familiar from past visits we felt almost at
home -- and then to Lyon where we were
met by a French friend, someone we hadn't
seen since our early twenties. Our intention
on stopping off at Lyon was, in keeping with
the theme of the trip, also to visit Ars, about
20 miles north. We considered taking a taxi
there. However, in conversation after the
greetings at the rail station our friend asked
whether we'd like to visit Ars! The next day
four of us went by car and  spent some
hours there, visiting the church, the
school,  and the museum  buildings
displaying so many articles used or worn
by the Curé. Outside, too, the stable and
farming tools all  reflected the austerity of
his life.  The little town, itself, has some
interest, and with at least one good
restaurant.

Time was catching up on us, and since
we'd visited Nevers in the past, we were
forced  to cancel  another planned  visit
to  that town  where  the  convent is
situated in which Saint Bernadette spent a
lot of her short life, and the church where
her body is displayed. Instead we took the
train straight to Paris. We'd booked a
couple of nights at a small hotel in the Rue
du Bac, and I remember John slightly
stumbling on entering the reception area
and me explaining to the man there that my
brother was blind. He seemed very
sympathetic until John  went to the
desk, focused on a small dish of sweets for
guests, and proceeded carefully to sort out
one to his liking! The man looked at me with
some change of attitude!

Many readers will know that it was in the
chapel of the convent in  the Rue  du
Bac  that the 24-year-old novice sister,
Catherine Labouré, saw the Virgin Mary
and was shown Mary’s own outline of the
Miraculous Medal depicting  her as the
conduit of all heavenly graces -
and all available just for the asking.

This apparition is one of the major
nine approved by the Church. Rue du Bac

is also - has always been - a centre of the
foreign missions, with the church of Saint
Francis Xavier and the metro station of the
same name located there. I shouldn't have
been surprised to see  so many groups
of eastern visitors in a museum there had
I realised that, of course, just about all the
historical  exhibits and documents
concerning Saint Francis Xavier and other
saints in that place had more relevance to
those visitors, however interesting and
moving they were also to the likes of us.

At a more mundane level, the Rue du Bac
is a street of many little shops, including
patisseries, galleries, small hotels, and
an  unforgettably stylish  épicerie on a
street-corner, a grand emporium of
foodstuffs with  specialities  from all the
regions of France and elsewhere. Notre
Dame cathedral is only a short walk away.

It is now, once again, approaching that
time of year when, as Chaucer
writes, 'Palmers long to seek the stranger
strands; Of far-off saints, hallowed in
sundry lands'.

The above  short
account of our own
little pilgrimage-type
holiday, might provide
an idea to consider by
those  at a holiday
cross-roads for this
year. At least, it should
be of some interest to

all those palmers who read Catholic Truth
- and if two old geezers, one blind, can do
it, surely anybody can! But the suggestion
doesn't go with a refund if things don't go
well… Francis Reilly, Kent

Feature Letter:  Pilgrimages…    Francis Reilly

St Francis de Sales

St Thérèse of Lisieux

I understood that every flower
created by Him is beautiful, that
the brilliance of the rose and the
whiteness of the lily do not lessen
the perfume of the violet or the
sweet simplicity of the daisy. I
understood that if all the lowly
flowers wished to be roses, nature
would no longer be enamelled
with lovely hues. And so it is in
the world of souls, Our Lord's
living garden.

Thérèse de Lisieux

“
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New General Secretary to the
Bishops Conference of Scotland

Editor

The Bishops of Scotland have
appointed Monsignor Hugh Bradley to
be the new General Secretary of the
Bishops' Conference of Scotland.

Prior to his appointment, Mgr Bradley
was Parish Priest of St Matthew's
Parish in Bishopbriggs, Glasgow and
before that he served for six years in
the Vatican's Congregation for Catholic
Education. He succeeds Mgr Paul
Conroy who is now Vicar General of
the Archdiocese of Glasgow. Mgr Paul
Conroy deserves a commentary all to
himself but there’s only so much our
readers can take in a single edition…

Commenting on the appointment,
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, President
of the Bishops' Conference of Scotland
said: "I am delighted that Mgr Hugh
has agreed to serve as General
Secretary to the Bishops' Conference.
This is a key role in the life of the
Church in Scotland. He brings to the
task many years of pastoral and
administrative experience of the
Church in Scotland and beyond."

Mgr Bradley said: "I was surprised but
honoured to be asked to take on the
role of General Secretary. I will miss
the life of the parish where I have
happily served for 13 years, but look
forward to the challenges as the
Church in Scotland gears up for the
New Evangelisation efforts which lie
ahead."

But he wasn’t half as surprised as
certain of his parishioners. How do I
know that? Well, we have a number of
readers from that neck of the woods
and not many of them, I think we can
safely assume, are likely to be on Mgr
Bradley’s Christmas card list. For
example, the reader who approached
Mgr  Bradley to express concern about
an invitation in the parish bulletin from
a nearby Protestant group to come
along to “an informal Communion
service” in order to celebrate their 100
years in the area.

For any priest to invite his flock to
celebrate 100 years of well-meaning
people being led astray is bad enough,

St Matthew’s, Bishopbriggs

“A Parish is much more than a grouping of people who happen to live in a particular area.  It
should be a community sharing its gifts and talents for the good of all” Mgr Hugh Bradley

Taken from the Parish Directory, 2009 http://www.saintmatthews.co.uk

I’m not going to
stop Catholics going

to Protestant churches.
Don’t come back  here
again. You just upset me!

(Mgr Hugh Bradley)

but to exhort them to attend a
Communion service, without, at least,
reminding them that they must not
actively participate by receiving
“Communion” is a dereliction of duty
that should have marked Mgr Bradley
out for the “watch” list not for
promotion.

Our scandalised reader approached
the Monsignor to politely remind him
that intercommunion with “ecclesial
communities derived from the
Reformation” is specifically prohibited
by the Church even in the new
Catechism of the Catholic Church, #
1400. Unceremoniously escorted to the
front door, our conscientious reader left
with the following words ringing in his
ears: “I’m not going to stop Catholics
going to Protestant churches. Don’t
come back here again - you just upset
me!”

Over the years, this parishioner has
approached Mgr Bradley to discuss a
number of concerns including the fact
that there is dissident literature (e.g.
The Tablet) on sale in his church. In
the past, Monsignor appeared friendly
enough, but this reminder of the
teaching of the Church on
intercommunion, in the face of his
blatant flouting of it, seems to have
been too much for him.

Still, it didn’t stop him moving up the
ladder en route, perhaps, to episcopal
office.  “Bishop Bradley” has a certain
ring to it, don’t you think?

And, after all, with sales of The Tablet,
extraordinary ministers galore and now
a penchant for intercommunion under
his belt, he is, undoubtedly, exactly the
right material. Are you laughing a
hollow laugh? Me, too.

[T]he partisans of error are to be
sought not only among the
Church's open enemies; but,
what is to be most dreaded and
deplored, in her very bosom,
and are the more mischievous
the less they keep in the open.
We allude, Venerable Brethren,
to many who belong to the
Catholic laity, and, what is much
more sad, to the ranks of the
priesthood itself, who, animated
by a false zeal for the Church,
lacking the solid safeguards of
philosophy and theology, nay
more, thoroughly imbued with
the poisonous doctrines taught
by the enemies of the Church,
and lost to all sense of modesty,
put themselves forward as
reformers of the Church; and,
forming more boldly into line of
attack, assail all that is most
sacred in the work of Christ, not
sparing even the Person of the
Divine Redeemer, whom, with
sacrilegious audacity, they
degrade to the condition of a
simple and ordinary man.
Pascendi Dominici Gregis: On The Doctrine
Of The Modernists, Encyclical of Pope
(Saint) Pius X, September 8, 1997 # 2

A Pope
Saint
Speaks…

http://www.saintmatthews.co.uk 
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Background
Catholic Truth conferences have
always been happy and successful
occasions. We've had a number of
such meetings and always, without
exception, we've had people praising
the speakers and saying how much
they've learned from the talks; we've
had others asking to be added to our
mailing list with some offering to
participate in future events of various
types, while yet others said they were
happy just to have gained support from
other Catholics in conversations
throughout the day because they felt
isolated in their parishes or puzzled by,
and even uncomfortable with, the
changes in the Church in recent years.
The stalls selling books, pamphlets
and religious objects have done very
good trade, with thoroughly sound
books on sale, plus lots of informative
literature available either to purchase
or take away, free of charge. Nobody,
not once, has complained about any
aspect of our conferences and almost
everyone has left expressing
enthusiasm, not to say anticipation, for
the next one.

Well, the next one is scheduled for
Saturday, 8th June, 2013 and is aimed,
primarily, at the younger generation,
their parents, grandparents and
teachers - the clue being in the title:
Keeping the Faith – A Guide For A
New Generation.

Tickets
Admission is by pre-paid tickets only.
No admission at the door, unless you
turn up with Cardinal O'Brien or the
Archbishop of Glasgow - two close
friends of mine. Tickets cost £10 with
an additional £15 payable if you wish
to stay on for the evening meal.
(Note:there will be a children's menu
available: £10). Soup & sandwiches
lunches may be purchased,
reasonably priced at £6 per head. This
is where the old adage - "two heads
are better than one" - is proved wrong
- big time.

Special Offer
A very kind benefactor in England
contacted me to say that he wishes to
donate money to enable us to offer a
reduced rate for anyone whose
financial situation might mean that they
cannot afford to attend. And you want
me to vote for Scottish independence?
You kidding?

So now, thanks to our kind donor,
students/unemployed/anyone who

is in genuine
financial difficulty
who wishes to take
advantage of this
generous offer
would only have to
find £5 for their
ticket and, in cases
of hardship, free

tickets will be made available, as
well. This transaction will be entirely
confidential (we won't tell if you
don't!) so please, if you are
genuinely in need of some financial
assistance in order to attend,
contact us as soon as possible
since these special offer tickets will
be dispensed on a 'first come, first
served' basis. Our benefactor wishes
to remain anonymous. However, I think
everyone will agree with me that, since
this reduced rate will encourage many
more young Catholics to apply for
tickets than might otherwise have been
the case, we should now stand and
sing one chorus of "For he's a jolly
good fellow..."

All enquiries about this special offer -
reduced/free tickets - should be
directed to the editor by email at
editor@catholictruthscotland.com or by
letter to Catholic Truth, 10 Sandyford
Place, Glasgow, G3 7NB, as soon as
possible. Remember: first come, first
served. You know it makes sense...

Speakers/Topics
We are publishing only bloggers'
names, prior to the conference, since,
apart from well-known journalist,
Gerald Warner, our speakers are

Catholic Truth Conference - Editor drawn from the newsletter columnists
and bloggers, and, outside of the
blogosphere, none of them is world
famous - yet…

Gerald Warner is a well known Scots
newspaper columnist, author, broadcaster
and  commentator:
he is a  former policy
adviser to a  cabinet
minister in the UK
Government. Gerald
will give an overview
of the state of the
Church and will have
you rolling in the
aisles in so doing.
He spoke eloquently at one of our previous
conferences and his talk was both rivetting
and hilarious. Later, I came across
enthusiastic reports of it on a blog in
America where Gerald has quite a
following.

Continued on p.21

Athanasius - prolific writer and blogger.
His articles have been published in several
journals including The Scottish Catholic
Observer, The Remnant and Catholic Truth
Athanasius will speak on the history of
devotion to Our Lady in the Church. In fact,
he addressed this topic at one of our
previous conferences and his talk was so
magnificent that a gentleman I'd never met
before, later approached me to say that he
had just finished preparing his own talk on
Our Lady, to be delivered at the parish
RCIA meeting the following evening, but
he was now going home to tear it up.
He was seriously impressed. Me, too. I've
heard loads of talks on Our Lady but never
EVER heard one like that one.

Petrus - Catholic
Truth columnist and
blogger, will speak
about how, as a young
person, he struggled to
"keep the Faith". He will
outline his journey out
of, and back home to
his Catholic Faith. He'll
explain how he was

actively involved in his local parish, read
Catholic Truth, and, appalled, wrote us off
as heretics. Not to be missed!



Keeping the
Faith

A Guide For A New
Generation…

Gerald Warner
Leading Scots Journalist

Plus
Supporting speakers

drawn from
Catholic Truth columnists

and bloggers,
at home and abroad…

Celtic Park
Kerrydale Suite

(own entrance and car park)

On Saturday, 8th June, 2013

Registration/Coffee/Rosary
9 - 9.45 am

Kick-off: 10.a.m.

Tickets £10 *
(soup & sandwiches lunch

available to purchase for an
additional £6 on the day)

* £25 if you wish to
include booking for

dinner after the
conference

note: dinner booking must be
made prior to the conference

Please make cheques payable to
Catholic Truth

10 Sandyford Place,
Glasgow, G3 7NB

Tickets & directions
will be sent on receipt of booking

(plus information about inexpensive hotel
accommodation for those travelling a

distance to Glasgow)

We hope to have Holy Mass at end of
Conference, prior to dinner

Torkay - Catholic Truth
columnist and blogger
offered to fly over from the
U.S.A. to say a few words
to Conference - an offer we
just couldn't refuse. And
again, Torkay addressed a
previous Catholic Truth
conference.  A religious

Sister in the audience held me captive over
lunch while she enthused about his talk.
Like Petrus, Torkay took some time to
reach the traditional Catholic Faith. He'll
give us some examples of practices that
help him keep the Faith in the current crisis
in the Church - a "must-hear"!
And Finally… our attempts to book a
young, glamorous female speaker have not
succeeded. Bernadette, one of our younger
bloggers, had agreed to address the
Conference but unfortunately has had to
withdraw from the event due to unforeseen
circumstances, not least the arrival of a new
baby!

Therefore, the Editor of Catholic Truth will
speak briefly on the reasons for lapsation
from the Faith among young people.

Audience Participation
We've always prided ourselves on the
enjoyable Question & Answer sessions
which have featured at our conferences so
we hope to include opportunities for your
questions and comments on 8th June as
well - mind you, we've never had quite so
many speakers before so time will be tight,
but we'll work something out. None of the
speakers will be hogging the microphone
for long, so we should be able to fit in our
usual Q & A / comments slots. Lunch time
and evening meal time also afford plenty of
opportunities for chatting. Everyone of our
speakers is friendly and approachable and
they will be delighted to speak to anyone
with questions or comments throughout the
day.

Aim of Conference
Well - here's the plan, folks: bring a
group of ordinary Catholics together to
speak about our beloved Faith, in the
hope of helping the younger generation

- and those responsible for educating them
both at home and at school - to appreciate
what is key in Catholicism, what is
desirable and spiritually helpful and what
is... well ... not on!

So, whatdyethink? Can a conference like
this really make a difference? We think so.
Can it really help people - especially young
people - to learn more about the Faith - help
them to come to love it? We think so.

What do you think? You in?  If so, order
your ticket(s) without delay - bookings
began to roll in as soon as the January
newsletter hit the doormats. “Time and tide”
as the saying goes … See column three
opposite for details on how to order your
ticket and let’s get down to it now… like,
right now!  Do we, or do we not, wish to
send a clear signal to the Catholic hierarchy
that it’s not just the dissenters who can fill
a hall to talk about the Faith? Exactly.

So what are you waiting for? A carrier
pigeon?

A Fun Conference …

They’ve no world
famous  speakers at
the CT Conference?
Why not ask me?

Cardinal Keith  O’Brien
Archdiocese of

St Andrew’s & Edinburgh.

New readers take note: the
Cardinal has featured - often -

in this newsletter…
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Editor (right) with host, Kate Silverton on
BBC TV

Sunday Morning Live 4/11/12

Catholic Truth Conference …  Continued from p.20

Wonder if he’ll get us
free tickets for the CT
Conference?

Pictured with two punks at a World Youth Day:
Archbishop Gerhard Ludwig Müller

Prefect of the Congregation
for  the Doctrine of the Faith…
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St Joseph - Patron Saint of Canada & the Universal Church
On March 19 we celebrate the
solemnity of St. Joseph, husband of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. On May 1 we
celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the
Worker.

Scripture tells us that St. Joseph was
of royal lineage, a descendent of
David, the greatest king of Israel. He
was the foster father of Jesus. To him,
"son of David", God entrusted the
safekeeping of the Eternal Word, made
man by the power of the Holy Spirit in
the womb of the Virgin Mary.

St. Joseph is described in the Gospel
as a "just man", that is to say a godly
man, and for all believers he is a model
of life in faith. Even in difficult and
sometimes tragic moments, the
humble carpenter of Nazareth never
disputed God's plan. Rather he fulfilled
it with docile responsibility. He listened
attentively to the angel when he was
asked to take the Virgin of Nazareth as
his wife. When the angel came again
to tell him that his family was in danger,
he immediately left everything he
owned and fled with his family into
Egypt. He then waited patiently until
the angel told him it was safe to return.

St. Joseph was a poor but humble
man, rich in compassion. He was the
protector of our Lady’s good name, the
caring guardian of Jesus, an attentive
and faithful husband who exercised his
family authority in a constant attitude
of service. It was Joseph’s trade that
Jesus learned. It was his manner of
speech that the boy Jesus would have
imitated, it was he whom Our Lady
herself seemed to invest with full
parental rights when she said "Thy
father and I have sought thee
sorrowing".

Speaking on fatherhood Jesus once
told his disciples : "You have only one
Father and that is your father in
heaven" (Mt. 23:9). Though there is but
one fatherhood, man, created in the
image of God, has been granted a
share in this one paternity of God (Eph
3:15). St. Joseph is a striking example
of this since he is a father, without
fatherhood according to the flesh.

Though he was not the biological father
of Jesus he lived his fatherhood fully
and completely by putting himself at
the service of Christ. As Jesus teaches
us "the leader must become as one

who serves" (Lk 22: 26). Joseph thus
understood that Jesus was superior to
him even as he submitted to him, and,
knowing the superiority of his charge,
he commanded him with respect and
moderation.

It is not known for certain when St.
Joseph died but (it is believed) that he
died with Our Lord and his Mother to
comfort him and ease his passage to
the next world. St. Joseph is thus the
patron of the dying and of a happy
death because he died with Jesus and
Mary close to him, the way we all
would like to leave this earth.

St. Joseph is also patron of the
universal Church as well as the patron
saint of Canada.

May St. Joseph, a great and humble
saint, watch over the Church in these
days of severe trials and be an
inspiration especially to Christian
workers and all who call on him in
every circumstance.

St Joseph, Protector of the Church

There is a lesson here for everyone:
frequently a lesser man is placed over
people who are greater, and it happens
at times that an inferior is more worthy
than the one who appears to be set
above him. If a person of greater
dignity understands this, then he will
not be puffed up with pride because of
his higher rank; he will know that his
inferior may well be superior to him,
even as Jesus was superior to Joseph.
St. Joseph, whose only reward was to
be with Christ, teaches us that it is
possible to love without possessing.
He teaches us that we can experience
healing from our emotional wounds if
we embrace God’s plan for us by
devoting our lives fully to Christ
whether that be through the
priesthood, the consecrated life
through the different forms of lay
engagement.

In St. Joseph, faith is not separated
from action. Every day St Joseph had
to provide for the family's needs with
hard manual work. Thus the Church
rightly points to St. Joseph as the
patron of workers. We celebrate this
feast on May 1st.

Apart from these few details Sacred
Scriptures tells us very little about St.
Joseph. This silence, however,
contains the special style of his
mission: a life lived in the greyness of
everyday life, but with steadfast faith in
Providence.

Paul Kokoski

Paul Kokoski is a freelance writer who
holds a BA in philosophy from McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
His articles have been published in several
journals including Homiletic and Pastoral
Review, New Oxford Review, Challenge
Magazine & The Remnant.

Paul Kokoski

O Glorious St. Joseph, behold I
choose thee today for my special
patron in life and at the hour of my
death. Preserve and increase in me the
spirit of prayer and fervour in the
service of God. Remove far from me
every kind of sin; obtain for me that
my death may not come upon me
unawares, but that I may have time to
confess my sins sacramentally
and to bewail them with a most
perfect understanding and a
most sincere and perfect
contrition in order that I may
breathe forth my soul into the hands
of Jesus and Mary.
                                      Amen



Dumb and
            Dumber
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Dear Reader ...
From the editor...

“If you can’t beat them, join them” seems
to be the motto of the atheists who opened
their own “church” in North London in
January 2013. It’s somewhere for the
non-believers to gather on Sundays “as
part foot-stomping show, part atheist
church, all celebration of life".(What happens
at an atheist church? BBC News Magazine, 4.2.13)
The faithless, it seems, are flocking to the
venue in London in their hundreds, so plans
are now afoot to open a Scottish “church”.
Aren’t we lucky?
Well, Fr Roderick Johnson, Holy Redeemer
parish in Stornoway seemed to think so
when he participated in the Radio Scotland
show, Sunday Morning (10/2/13), presented
by the former Episcopalian “Bishop”
Richard Holloway - a man who has moved
so far away from anything remotely
resembling Christianity, that he describes
himself as an "after-religionist". Could be
an after-eight mint for all the difference it
would make…
Fr Johnson warmly encouraged the founder
of this new atheist religion, Sanderson
Jones in his enterprise, and didn’t murmur
a word of concern about the spread of this
pagan enterprise across the border. The
three of them  laughed and enjoyed jokes

at the expense of religion in general and
the Catholic Church in particular until,
seeking to introduce a more serious note,
Holloway asked Fr Johnson if the Church
was losing members to this new “church”
due to the refusal of the (Catholic) Church
to ordain women, marry “gays” whatever.
‘Fr Judas’ concurred.
I soon realised that I wasn’t listening to one
or even two atheists here: I was listening
to three.  Laughably, as the two
“churchmen” gurgled over their ecumenical
vision of a more up to date Church, the
atheist interrupted to assure them that it
wouldn’t matter if the Church changed its
teachings about women or “gays”: the
Church’s teaching is irrelevant  because
the people drawn to the new atheist “foot-
stomping show” don’t believe in God.
Game, set and match.
Even then, Fr Roderick Johnson failed to
make any meaningful comment. What’s
going on?  A Catholic priest encouraging
atheism in the “Year of Faith”? Failing to
speak about God, in the presence of
Godless men during a radio discussion,to
which he had presumably been invited for
that purpose? Whatever happened to the
New Evangelisation? And you wonder why
Pope Benedict resigned?
Then, one of our Glaswegian Protestant
readers rang me to ask if “the Church
authorities” realise that one of their Catholic
columnists is regularly “having a go” at

them in the pages of secular newspapers.
Kevin McKenna, columnist with the
Scottish Catholic Observer (SCO) strikes
again.
Commenting in The Guardian,  McKenna
castigated the Bishops’ Spokesman, Peter
Kearney for his widely publicised concerns
about anti-Catholic bigotry in Scotland
(see ‘Scotland's Catholics aren't being persecuted’: The
church's hierarchy has been hijacked by zealots who
believe that bigotry is rampant’ 12/1/13).
Referring to his schooldays, he says he
believed “modern Scotland was a good
place to practise the curious rituals of my
cantankerous, old Catholic faith…while
Jesus was reinforcing the creed by granting
Celtic lots and lots of league titles and
Scottish cups.” Smart Alec.
Incredibly, at one point in his crackpot
article, he expresses  disagreement with
Peter Kearney by taking the Holy Name in
vain: “Jesus, Mary and Joseph!”  And,
driving home the fact that he’s a “with-it”
kinda guy, he  admits to being so inebriated
that he was “in danger of dodging mass
(sic) again”; still, he refers to  “my beloved
Church” so that’s all right then.
Is this dissenter (see previous editions) really
the best they can find to write for Scotland’s
only national Catholic newspaper? Really?
Gimme a break! Maybe we should all write
to the Scottish Bishops to ask them. Maybe
even add: “You gotta be kidding…No
wonder Pope Benedict resigned!”

The Papal Resignation & The Fatima Connection…
Following the news, which broke on the
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, (11th

February) that Pope Benedict would resign
on 28th February, the majority of our
bloggers agreed that we were witnessing
the unfolding of the  Fatima Message: that
part of the Third Secret which the Vatican
Secretary of State has made every effort
to keep from us is dramatically coming true
before our very eyes. And “dramatic” is the
word - even without the lightning strike to
St Peter’s Dome…
To what extent the Holy
Father relinquished the
Petrine Ministry of his
own free will depends on
what is meant by “free
will”. As anyone who has
been effectively forced
out of a position in the
workplace will tell you,
deciding to give up the
ghost and sign on the dotted line, is not at
all the same thing as choosing willingly to
resign.
Clearly,there is a battle raging in the
Vatican between the Modernists and
Traditionalists. The sudden last minute and
very hostile changes to the agreement
which would have led to the ending of the
irregular situation of the SSPX - something
which, by all accounts, the Pope was as
desperate to achieve as his enemies were
desperate to prevent  -  seems, to us to

have been the catalyst for the Pope’s
decision. In other words, Pope Benedict
XVI chose to leave office because the
hierarchy, both within and outside the
Vatican, have become ungovernable.
The Holy Father had not, remember, been
diagnosed with any specific illness that
would prevent the execution of his duties.
Nor is he resigning due to a personal
scandal or to end a schism, as happened
in the case of  Pope Gregory XII during the
Western Schism (see p.6).
In the 1917 apparitions, Our Lady told the
children at Fatima: “The Holy Father will
have much to suffer” and she did  not mean
advancing old age or sickness. That’s been
the lot of many, if not all, previous popes,
including Pope John Paul II. That’s not a
“resignation issue”.
The fact is, we are witnessing the fulfilment
of the Fatima prophecies, confirmed by Our
Lady at Akita in Japan in 1973: “The work
of the devil will infiltrate even into the
Church in such a way that one will see
cardinals opposing cardinals, and bishops
against other bishops. The priests who
venerate me will be scorned and opposed
by their confreres. The Church and altars
will be vandalised. The Church will be full
of those who accept compromises and the
demon will press many priests and
consecrated souls to leave the service of
the Lord.” (13/10/73 - Akita is a Church-approved
apparition)

According to Cardinal Ciappi, personal
theologian to five popes from 1955 to 1989,
the crisis in the Church begins at the top,
and it is this internal crisis that has so sadly
culminated in the papal resignation.
It is, after all, an open secret that the Pope
has had to battle with those around him to
restore the Traditional Latin Mass, and the
lifting of the illicit SSPX excommunications
enraged his enemies in the Vatican to the
point where most of them would sooner see
Ian Paisley on the papal throne.
In his homily for the Mass marking the
beginning of his Petrine Ministry, 24 April,
2005, Pope Benedict said something
startling: “Pray for me,
that I may not flee for fear
of the wolves.”
There can be no doubt
about it: the wolves got
him in the end.
Ironic, really, because
despite the fears of his
Modernist enemies, and
despite his landmark
decisions which helped
to slow down the Modernist stranglehold
on the Church, Pope Benedict is no
“traditionalist”. Commentators generally
agree that his aim all along has been
merely to reconcile opposing post-conciliar
factions  from both “left” and “right”,  for the
sake of a (false) peace and unity.
Didn’t work.  Let the new Pope take note.

Editor


