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Collegiality, Cowardice & Complicity…
In the blaze of publicity surrounding the
recent shameful debate in Ireland which
ended in the legalisation of the murder of
unborn babies up to birth, only one bishop
warned politicians in advance that if they
voted for this evil, they excommunicated
themselves. Raised to the episcopate a
month earlier, Archbishop Eamon Martin
courageously warned politicians:
“You cannot regard yourself as a person of
faith and support abortion,” Archbishop
Eamon Martin told the Sunday Times. “If a
legislator comes to me and says, ‘Can I be
a faithful Catholic and support abortion?’ I
would say no. Your communion is ruptured
if you support abortion… You are
excommunicating yourself. Any legislator
who clearly and publicly states this should
not approach looking for communion.1

This was a particularly brave statement in
light of the fact that Cardinal Brady had said
the opposite:
While the statement (from the Bishops)
urged Catholics to contact TDs to oppose
the bill, Cardinal Brady assured politicians
that there would likely be no consequences
for them as Catholics if they support it with
their votes, saying that among the bishops,
“...there would be a great reluctance to
politicize the Eucharist... I say that they
have an obligation to oppose the laws that
are attacking something so fundamental as
the right to life and they would have to

follow their own conscience.” 2

Well, at least they have one bishop
speaking out in Ireland. Here in the UK,
with the incredible passing of legislation to
permit two men to marry each other and
two women to marry each other, there has
not been a single episcopal voice raised in
protest. We’ve had the laymen who act as
“spokesmen” for the bishops coming out
(so to speak) on the subject,  but there’s
been no mention of any possible Church
penalty for Catholic politicians who voted
this fundamental attack on marriage and
family life into national law.

Far from - in true charity - warning that
those politicians who vote for same-sex
marriage would be excommunicating
themselves and should not approach to
receive Holy Communion, the Scots clergy
fell silent. However, don’t make the mistake
of thinking they were perched on any
fences. Not the case. When a brave young
Edinburgh mother approached her parish
priest to express concern that her Member
of Parliament was receiving Communion
despite his public support for this evil
legislation, she was reprimanded for her
lack of charity and “judgmentalism.”

the bill, or abstained -  like the Patron Saint
of Abstainers, Pontius Pilate.
There is no question about it: the blame for
these pro same-sex marriage (and in
Ireland, abortion) votes lies squarely on the
shoulders of the cowardly and faithless
Bishops.
Importantly, in 1998, Pope John Paul II
issued an apostolic letter (Motu proprio),
tightening the disciplinary provisions of
Canon Law which deal with dissent. The
short, four-page document, entitled ‘Ad
Tuendam Fidem’ (‘To Protect the Faith’),
expanded the scope of Canon 750, by
adding a new section to it which spells out
the requirement to accept all Church
teaching, whether or not it can be argued
as fitting into the category “divinely
revealed”. This new text of Canon 750
reads: “Each and every thing definitively
proposed by the magisterium of the Church
regarding faith and morals … must also be
firmly accepted and held; one who denies
[such] propositions…opposes the doctrine
of the Catholic Church.”

To the Bishops of Ireland and the UK, then,
we say: you used the modernist nonsense
of collegiality as a cover for your cowardly
complicity in the introduction of evil State
legislation. You are, if anything, more
culpable than the faithless politicians who
voted for these evils. Shame on you, each
and every one of you who participated in
this collegial betrayal of Christ which puts
Judas Iscariot in the shade.

The fort has been betrayed, even
by those who should have defended it.
St John Fisher (English Bishop & Martyr)

Footnotes:
1 Pro-abort politicians excommunicate themselves, must
not receive communion: Irish archbishop, Lifesitenews,
22/05/13
2 Irish bishops have not considered refusing Communion
to pro-abortion politicians: cardinal: 9/5/13, Lifesitenews
3 See report Fly on the Wall in Edinburgh, p.15, for more
on the application of Canon Law # 915

“Each and every thing definitively
proposed

by the magisterium
of the Church

regarding faith and morals
must also be

firmly accepted
and held; one who denies [such]

propositions …opposes the
doctrine of the Catholic Church.”

Canon Law # 750

Canon Law is very clear: any “manifest
public sinner” should not be permitted to
receive Holy Communion.3 And the fact that
voting for evil legislation (like same-sex
marriage) is both public and notorious, we
don’t need Poirot on the case to work out
that any MP so voting, is a “manifest public
sinner.”
Nor do we need Poirot to reveal to us the
(literally) damnable consequences  of the
bishops’ spiritual blindness and lack of
Catholic conviction, stretching back many
years now. Very recently, for example, we
received a letter from Rob Flello MP who
was outraged at our description of
politicians who voted for same-sex
marriage as “manifest public sinners” (see
p.7).  The basis for Mr Flello’s outrage?
Conscience. We should respect the right
of parliamentarians who, after examining
their consciences, either voted in favour of

For more on this theme, see p.24
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PageContents include… Gathering together the
testimonies of the
Christians of earlier days,
St. Robert Bellarmine
exclaimed: "And who, I
ask, could believe that
the ark of holiness, the
dwelling place of the
Word of God, the temple
of the Holy Spirit, could
be reduced to ruin? My
soul is filled with horror at
the thought that this
virginal flesh which had
begotten God, had
brought him into the
world, had nourished and
carried him, could have
been turned into ashes or
given over to be food for
worms." (St. Robert Bellarmine,
Conciones Habitae Lovanii, n. 40, De
Assumption B. Mariae Virginis.)

APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION
OF

POPE PIUS XII
MUNIFICENTISSIMUS

DEUS
DEFINING THE DOGMA OF

THE ASSUMPTION

November 1, 1950

Feast of Our Lady’s
Assumption
15 August

A man is no true Christian if he has no
devotion to the Mother of Jesus Christ.

Saint John Eudes
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Catholic Action - Lucky Dip…

One of our readers is a seventy-something
gentleman from Glasgow, who has been
busily distributing envelopes containing
pages which he spent time photocopying,
in which the proper teaching and disciplines
of the Church (for example about
Communion in the hand), are set out in an
easy-to-read format.
This senior citizen has been distributing his
envelopes outside churches and he
donated a pile for us to distribute at our
June Conference. On one occasion, he
stood outside the Pauline Bookshop in
Glasgow offering exiting customers an
envelope, only to be challenged by one of
the Sisters who obviously recognised him
from previous visits because she used his

name (to his surprise)
and asked to see what
he was giving “her”
customers - quite clearly
forgetting the fact that
“her” customers  are also
Tesco customers, or
Asda customers, and
Marks & Spencer
customers, etc. as well.

After checking the contents of her envelope
thoroughly and with due solemnity, this
Religious (I use the term loosely) turned
back and called: “You don’t give up to you?”
To which our zealous reader replied:
“NEVER!”

Glasgow: St Mary’s Cathedral -
Closing the Door on Dialogue…

Editor

Some weeks prior to our June 8th

Conference at Celtic Park, a small group of
us gathered outside St Andrew’s Cathedral
in Glasgow to distribute leaflets advertising
the event. I was joined by another golden
oldie, and three students - one young man
- a twenty-something university student
(convert to the Faith) and two sixteen year
old glamour girls.

As the faithful who’d attended the one
o’clock lunchtime Mass at the Cathedral
began to exit, we began to hand them our
leaflets  until the Assistant Priest, Fr Joseph
Walsh appeared at the door and asked us
what we were distributing. One of the
sixteen year olds handed him a leaflet,
explaining that we were advertising the
Catholic Truth Conference. Scrutinising it
briefly and realising that it wasn’t an
invitation to an ecumenical service in
Japanese, Fr Walsh said we’d no
permission to distribute the leaflets; moving
towards the door, I reminded him that
unless he owned the pavement, we didn’t
need permission.
Unbelievably, and without saying another
word - Fr Walsh began to close the door in

our  faces.

Realising what he
was about to do, I
called out, over and
over “Don’t you dare!
Don’t you dare!”

Now, further to what
you will read about “bad temper” later in
this edition (see p.15), I wish to emphasise
that what happened next was no temper
tantrum.  I suggested that the others move
along to the side entrance and distribute
the leaflets there, to the exiting Mass-
goers, because I, having given the matter
several seconds of serious consideration,
had decided to go next door into the
archdiocesan offices, and speak my
uncensored mind to the powers-that-be
lying in unsuspecting wait there. I invited
the golden oldie to join me, but he opted to
stick with the less risky business of
distributing the leaflets (he’s one of the
original Three Wise Men).
So, off I went into the Lion’s Den, relying
only on my Guardian Angel and my
feminine wiles, although
not necessarily in that
order.

Haughtily, I commanded
the  receptionist on duty
to summon   Monsignor
Paul Murray, Chancellor,
and in no time at all,
enter Monsignor Paul
Murray.

Our brief conversation resulted in me being
transported by lift, up four flights of stairs
to where the Vicar General, Monsignor
Paul Conroy awaited. Where I had planned
only to demand the head of Fr Joseph
Walsh on a plate for his darn cheek in trying
to scupper our foray into the world of
advertising, I ended up more or less
demanding that the the crisis of Faith in the
Church in Scotland be brought to a
conclusion before I left the building. In
short, one spoke, as one indicated earlier,
one’s uncensored mind. That, in a nutshell,
sums up the conversation, which ended
abruptly when I accused Monsignor Conroy
of reading Scripture with Protestant eyes.
In jig-time, I found myself descending those
same four flights of stairs, this time without
the help of the lift. You have to laugh.

Since the hoped for dire fate which, in my
darkest moments, I believed should have
awaited Fr Walsh did not await Fr Walsh,
judging by his absence from the tabloid
headlines, we remain shocked at this
blatant discrimination. If we’d been there to
distribute invitations to an ecumenical
conference or a séance, or whatever
modernists do when they’re not
“participating” at Mass, our presence would
have been announced from what passes
for a pulpit these days, with an exhortation
to the congregation to support us. But a
conference on how to keep the traditional
Catholic Faith? You kidding?

Others, hearing about this fiasco,
responded with a depressing defeatism
along the lines of “that’s why it’s pointless
doing these things…it’s too far gone
now…only divine intervention will end this
crisis…no point in these kind of activities…
Just pray”…

Wrong! It’s this faithless attitude that allows
the modernist stranglehold on the Church
to go virtually unchecked. By contrast, and
encouragingly, I had a telephone call the
next day from a lady whose friend had been
present at the Cathedral that day and had
witnessed Fr Walsh’s shameful behaviour.
The woman who rang said she was
appalled to hear about our experience and
had gone onto our website and blog, where
she’d read our report on it. So, own goal
there, Fr Walsh. Similarly, we told everyone
to whom we handed our leaflets why they’d
been instructed to exit using the side door,
and got some very interesting responses.
Oh, and the Conference was a great
success: result! Read ‘Feedback’, p.4.

Editor of Christian Order on
‘Futile Exercises’… (Below is a response
to my emailed moans about the “no point” attitude
of some readers who didn’t bother signing the
petition on our website -  see p.7 column 3)

Reader On Never Giving Up…

Keep Calm
and
Buy

 Envelopes

Keep Calm
and
Visit

Clyde Street …Talking about potentially futile exercises,
I sent a 13-page Christian Order anti-homo
‘marriage’ submission to about 50 Lords
several days before the first vote. Went up

to London and hand-delivered to the Lords
parcel office 24 printed copies (in brown
A4 envelopes with a whopping big
capitalised “URGENT” in red on a white
sticker plastered across each one!) for all
the Lords of Surrey.
Then emailed it to each
of the 26 Anglican Lord
“Bishops.” Three (6%)
acknowledged receipt. A
result! (Not.) But like
petitions, sometimes you
just have to do the right
thing and leave the rest
to God. It was fact-based with copious
footnotes backing up every point I made
about the perverse and dangerous fantasy
they were being asked to enshrine in law.

That it would fall on many deaf ears was
neither here nor there given the gravity of
what’s at stake. Moreover, I was conscious
that a small percentage of the readers
would themselves have had homosexual
or lesbian tendencies, and so might benefit
from my ‘electric shock’ treatment. And yet
how infinitely more grave and worthy of
protest is abuse of the Blessed
Sacrament?! Do we believe in the Real
Presence or not?
Rod Pead, Editor,Christian Order

Do good while you still have time
Don Bosco

Keep Calm
and

Email
Anglicans
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Conference Feedback
Keeping the Faith - A Guide For A New Generation

This is my first experience of a Catholic
Truth Conference and I have been
astounded, amazed and gratified by the
speakers’ knowledgeable and sometimes
entertaining deliveries of their awareness
of what is going on at high levels in the
Church. I had thought I was an old
reactionary “fuddy-duddy” but now I know
I am not alone! Thanks! AK Archdiocese
of Glasgow

A very interesting and useful day - thank
you. Gerald Warner and Martin Blackshaw,
in particular, were excellent. I was very
encouraged by Mr Warner’s info about
changing Vatican opinion about Vatican II.
Please can these references be listed on
the website? GW Glasgow
Ed: none of the speakers had copies of their
talks available for publication on the website -
sorry about that. However, much of what he said
is found in Gerald’s excellent article in the
Scottish Catholic Observer 28/6/13, on the topic
of reappraising Vatican II.

Great day - very interesting. Suggestion:
possibly an evening or half-day “mini-
conference” having a more in-depth look at
Martin Blackshaw’s talk on Our Lady.
SS Glasgow
Ed: thank you - we’ll keep that in the ‘pending’
file.

Wonderful conference. To know that all I
feel is wrong in the Catholic Church is
shared as well with all here today. AC
Glasgow

A truly uplifting experience. Hope to be at
more conventions. Great to have answers
to some of the questions that have been in
my mind for a long time.
CPB Glasgow

Speakers were all very good although there
were sometimes problems with the
microphones. Overall, a very enjoyable
day. NM, Glasgow

Gerald Warner mentioned that until an
alcoholic admits the truth of his problem we
cannot get a solution. The problem, i.e. the
elephant in the room, is  Vatican II. So we
have to face up to this and really look into
and discuss how much we have deviated

The Catholic Truth Conference on June 8th at Celtic Park was a great success. We were delighted with the
attendance. Every Scottish diocese was represented, several in England and at least one Irish Archdiocese,
although if everyone  living in the central belt of Scotland who receives this newsletter had attended, we
would have required larger premises. I was inclined to remove from our mailing list everyone in the central
belt who did NOT attend but a lovely Irishman talked me out of it. Given that he’d travelled from Dublin to
attend, and was prepared to make allowances for the not yet fully awake and galvanised readers who live a
stone’s throw from Celtic Park, I had to give in, if less than gracefully. However, I draw the line at writing
a report on the event for their information - instead, we’ll let those who did take the trouble to come along,
report back. Here’s a sample of what the attendees thought of the day…

from the true teachings of the Catholic
Faith. EW Glasgow

I thought the Conference was a great
success. Good time was allocated to
presenters, questions… and coffee! The
main content was “depressing news” as
expected. This was, of course, the reason
for such a Conference at this point in time.
The speakers all ended with positive
signals and this was a heartening feature
for sure. I now wish I had asked (certain)
questions of Gerald and Martin. GM
Glasgow
Ed: one had one’s chance and one blew it!

Very inspiring and thought-provoking day.
Lots of food for thought and am now
intrigued to attend a first Latin Mass. A.S.
Diocese of Motherwell

The Last Supper wasn’t in Latin. Jesus
used the language of the people at that
time. He broke bread and “handed” it to
them. Still, a great day. Thanks.
M.D. Motherwell
Ed: Actually, Jesus didn’t use the language of
the people, Aramaic,  in the liturgy. The language
of the liturgy at the time of Jesus was Hebrew,
not Aramaic. And Christ “handed” the Eucharist
to His first priests at the Last Supper, where the
Mass was thus instituted - not to the lay faithful
who were probably at a committee meeting.
Anyway, glad you enjoyed the day!

1) Peter Mackin’s experience of Primary
School is certainly not my experience - in
fact the opposite.
2) The Church under threat? Christ said:
“The gates of Hell shall never prevail - I am
with you all days until the end of time.”
Anonymous - Location not given
Ed: since the feedback form required only initials
and location/diocese, it is telling that this person
did not give either. Which information would
have helped to bring joy to our hearts in the
knowledge that there is at least one primary
school in the UK which is in good Catholic shape.
As it is, speaking for myself, I can only say “yeah
right…” As for the second criticism, well,
someone hasn’t been paying attention. The point
was well made at the Conference  that Christ’s
promise to be with His Church until the end of
time, does not apply to the Church in every
location. That is manifestly not the case. Check

the nearest map. We emphasised that the
Church would not fail, but that it might disappear
in certain places, Scotland being the top of the
list.

A wonderful day - the only thing that would
have improved it would have been if a
Mass could have been fitted in somewhere.
FYB Archdiocese of Birmingham

A very well organised day, benefiting the
speakers, as well as all of those who
attended, not only to observe and learn as
well as to enquire further and to increase
our knowledge.
MF, Diocese of Shrewsbury

Gerald  Warner’s exposé gave a
fascinating insight into what Catholic
schools were like at one time. It revived
memories as I, too, lived in such times.
An electrifying talk by Pat! I was hanging
on every word. Quite spell-binding.
C.C. Diocese of Argyll & Isles

Thank-you for the conference. I met so
many inspiring people. I have begun
praying the rosary at night with my (family)
and I have ordered the penny catechism
and will teach it to them by rote. I am going
to begin attending the Latin Mass more
often. Could we have the speeches printed
out in the newsletter? JT, Archdiocese
of Edinburgh
Ed: sorry, the speeches are not available to
publish - the speakers used notes (or in my
case, any object that came to hand!)

N O T I C E …
Thanks to all who made the day such a
success - everyone from the knowledgeable
speakers to the  entertaining M.C. (Stephen),
to John Blyth and John Guest, who travelled
from Edinburgh to set up shop and sell
Catholic literature and religious objects,
contributed to the ethos of the event. Sincere
gratitude to all, including the terrific staff at
Celtic Park.
And finally, thanks, too, to those young
people who attended the event and who spoke
positively about it to us afterwards. We pray
it helps you to move forward in the Faith.
God bless you, each one.
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A Foot in Both Camps… Editor

Blethering Bloggers…

When I addressed our wonderful audience
at the recent Catholic Truth Conference, I
used some artefacts to prompt my (very
bad) memory, rather than rely on notes.
One of the things I forgot to put into my bag
of goodies, however, was a
shoe.

I’d meant to point out
that it is not possible to
keep a foot in both
camps as this Church crisis
worsens by the day.  We can’t describe
ourselves as “orthodox” or “traditional”
Catholics if we are willing to go along with
many or, indeed, any of the errors of
Vatican II, from the advertising of
ecumenical and other harmful activities in
our local parish to praying what one of our
cheekier bloggers terms the Gluminous
Mysteries of the Rosary.  That’s what’s
called keeping a foot in both camps.
Hedging one’s bets. Opting for the easy
life.

On our blog, we discussed the issue of “a
foot in both camps.” The above is an edited
version of what appeared on the blog
originally. Right up, we had one of our
semi-regulars challenge my reference to
the new Luminous Mysteries:

Eileenanne wrote:

I would be surprised if anyone has ever
endangered his soul by saying the rosary
while meditating on the Luminous
Mysteries. People may even choose yet
other incidents in the life of Jesus and Mary
on which to meditate while praying if they
find that helpful. The Mysteries as we know
them are suggestions, not infallible,
unchangeable dogma.

With that in mind, and assuming that you,
editor, consider yourself to be “in the camp
of “Tradition”", then, yes, it is possible to
have one foot in beside yours and one
elsewhere. The question of the Mysteries
of the Rosary is one example of legitimate
disagreement with you. What matters is
that we believe in the doctrines and
dogmas of the Church and submit to its
discipline, which should help us to follow
Jesus.

I am a Catholic with all that implies. I don’t
find other labels which attempt to qualify
that description of my faith to be useful.

To which the Petrifying Petrus responded
forthwith…

No, it is not possible to have one foot in
each camp. Either you are a Catholic or
you are not. Being a Catholic means
clinging to what the Church has always
taught. The errors and novelties of Vatican
II should immediately set alarm bells
ringing. For example, ecumenism was

condemned by the Church and all of a
sudden it is being commended! Of course,
the problem nowadays is that Catholics are
so poorly formed and not encouraged to
nourish their Faith with sound reading,
therefore they do not recognise these errors.

Anyone who wants to have a foot in the
“Traditional” camp and the Modernist camp
is a de facto Modernist. Modernism did not
infect a huge part of the Church by being
blatantly outrageous. It would have been
recognised immediately and stamped out.
No, it is a cunning beast and crept in very
slowly, mixing Catholic Tradition with
novelties. We all know that water and oil
cannot mix – neither can Tradition and
Modernism. We cannot be slaves to two
masters.

At our Conference I met many souls who
do have a foot in both camps. Perhaps this
is a natural transition for them and that is
understandable. That’s why conferences
like ours are so important. Sometimes a
soul needs a bit of prompting and the
support of others. Sadly, though, there are
those who blatantly try to mix Tradition and
Modernism. It doesn’t work.

With regards to the Rosary, the original
Rosary was given to Saint Dominic by Our
Lady.   At Fatima, Our Lady asked, as part
of the First Saturday devotion, that we
meditate for 15 minutes on the 15 decades
of the Rosary (Ed: emphasis added - Our
Lady did not say“20 mysteries…”)

This powerful prayer was given by Heaven.
This is why Pope Paul VI refused to allow
Archbishop Bugnini to butcher the Holy
Rosary, as he did to the Mass.
Unfortunately, Pope John Paul II added
these mysteries some years later. A truly
“Traditional” Catholic should shun this “New
Rosary” and opt instead for the Rosary
given by Heaven.

The above exchange between two of our
bloggers is a snapshot of the divisions in
the Church in our times.
I think we all agree with Eileenanne that a
“Catholic” should be a “Catholic” without
any need for an adjective while at the same
time we recognise the truth in Petrus’
assertion that all too many Catholics speak
with forked tongues - one minute orthodox,
the next minute modernist.

Fence sitting is
always a dodgy
enterprise.
In the end, you
have to choose
a side and then
jump.

It’s even more dodgy if you’re lost at sea
and have to screw up your courage to dive
from a great height into a lifeboat.

SSPX - a lifeboat?

Throughout the Conference day I met a lot
of people I’d never met before; some were
already readers but others were new to the
newsletter and had either spotted our
advertisement online or been recruited by
a friend. Over and over again, I found
myself defending the Society of St Pius X,
not from malicious accusations of schism,
but from genuine concerns about the fact
that the Society priests are not “in the
diocese”  (like Monsignor Loftus and other
material heretics). It was hard work.

But what’s really annoying is the fact that
this hard work is set to continue
indefinitely, because Bishop Fellay’s every
attempt to reach a workable agreement
with the Vatican, an arrangement which
would not be perfect but would allow the
SSPX to work “within the walls” as a major
influence, playing a leading role in ending
the current crisis and confusion, is being
scuppered by a few schismatically oriented
rebels who wish to see the Society
regularised as much as the rest of us wish
to see Cardinal O’Brien canonised.

They, too, need to study their feet. Do they
wish to keep one foot in the Society camp
with the other in the rebel camp? And
where, they must reflect, will the rebel
camp lead if not into formal schism and
perhaps sedevacantism?

However, while forewarning the lovely
people encountered at our Conference
about the unsavoury spirit spread abroad
by some rebellious souls in our previously
friendly tearooms, I did, as I always do,
encourage them to attend the nearest
SSPX chapel - if, that is, they truly wish to
be “Catholics” without any adjectives. If, in
other words, they want not “just” the Mass,
but the whole package: the undiluted
Catholic Faith, the sure and certain road
to salvation. It’s that or the ecumenical
mish-mash that comprises their local
parish church - including those which offer
the Traditional Latin Mass.  You’ve no idea
how much I’d love to be wrong about this.
If only…

I’m not sure they were all convinced but
what the heck. A girl can only do so much
without breaking a nail or smudging her
make-up…

There is but one plain known road ... when you
wander from this, you are lost. You must be
altogether within the House of God, within the
walls of salvation, to be sound and safe from
injury. If you wander and walk abroad ever-so-
little, if you carelessly thrust hand or foot out of
the Ship ... you shall be thrust forth: the door is
shut, the ocean roars, you are undone.

St. Edmund Campion
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Cardinal O’Brien & Absent “Friends”…
In our May 2013 edition (Issue No: 77) we
conducted a little “joining up the dots”
exercise to reflect on the possible identities
of the anonymous accusers who brought
the glittering “career” of Cardinal Keith
O’Brien to a decidedly un-edifying end.1

We put the details available in the secular
press together with the facts already on
public record in our newsletter, where we
have reported scandals associated with a
number of Edinburgh priests dating back
to 1999 when we launched Catholic Truth.
Extracts from our numerous reports on
Father Stephen Gilhooley, Father Andrew
Monaghan, as well as more recent reports
on Father Gerry Livingston of the Diocese
of Aberdeen (who disappeared in the wake
of reports that Bishop Gilbert had sent one
of his priests on leave of absence) 2

provided a line-up of suspects worthy of
any identity parade.
Here are a couple more…
Father Ed Hone was a Redemptorist in the
Parish of St Patrick’s in Edinburgh, when
he featured in Catholic Truth. We reported
his “gay” activism which took various forms:
when he wasn’t running his Quest3 group,
he was writing letters to the Scottish press
attacking those Bishops who occasionally
spoke out to support the natural moral
order which has come to be known as
‘Catholic teaching on homosexuality’. 4

Currently, Fr Hone is Parish Priest of The
European Parish of Luxembourg. 5

Priest: Now, James on line 2 1

James: Hello Father
Priest: Just call me Andy - OK?
James: OK Andy. I go to St Peter’s in
Livingstone  and I’m sick of being
abused (cries). I’m sorry.

Priest: You’re sick of
being abused?

James: Yeah - about Gerry Prior. I’m
his neighbour… people are abusing him,
and me as well.

Priest: I want you not to mention any
names here, James. Otherwise I’ll have
to cut you off.

James: Okey-dokey.

Priest: There are people will help you
James, do you hear me? Have you tried
to talk to the Archbishop?
Clearly upset, James reveals that (Father)
Gerry Prior was “deeper than a friend” and
that he’d attended the funeral. “Andy”
reassured him that help “will be coming”
when James said that he had contacted
Archbishop (later Cardinal) O’Brien and
encouraged him to ring back to speak in
confidence to the lady behind the scenes
or to write to him. This would seem to be
Agony Uncle work well beyond the call of
duty… From Extracts from the Open Line,
8/9th June, 2002, Catholic Truth, Issue no.
20, July 2002.

Footnote:
1 Father Andrew Monaghan of the Archdiocese of St
Andrew’s & Edinburgh, was employed in the role of Agony
Uncle on a programmed called Open Line, on  Radio Forth
2 for many years, with complaints about his anti-Catholic,
immoral advice lodged with the Vatican over just about as
many years. He routinely instructed callers not to call him
“Father” and in our reports we, therefore, routinely referred
to him as “Father-call me Andy-Monaghan.”  His career on
Open Line was brought to a close by his radio bosses, while
his Ordinary tolerated his counter-apostolate, defending
him against critics from both the Vatican and the ranks of
the laity.  This conversation with James, upset because of
the suicide of Fr Gerry Prior, is curious to say the least.
Curious, too, is the fact that Fr Prior (37) was found hanged,
by none other than Archbishop Keith O’Brien, a detail
widely reported in the press at the time. So, too, the fact
that the Archbishop told mourners at his funeral that
“Gerry” had left a note saying he was ill, there was no
scandal.

Note: following the disclosure from the Edinburgh
Chancery, reported in our previous edition (Issue 77), that
“Monaghan is still out of ministry pending further
investigations by the authorities” we have been unable to
confirm the nature of these investigations - with thanks to
those who have passed information to us on this matter.

Monsignor Michael Regan - currently
Parish Priest of St Mary’s Cathedral in
Edinburgh - featured in our September 2002
edition, when we published his curiously
angry response to our report on the
shocking suicide of the Edinburgh priest, Fr
Gerry Prior, whose body was found by none
other than Archbishop (later Cardinal) Keith
O’Brien. The details were widely reported
in the  secular press at the time. At the end
of last month (Fr Gerry Prior) was found
dead at home in his Livingston parish of St
Peter’s, hanging from a length of rope he
had bought from a hardware shop for that
grim purpose.6  Yet, I recall no objections
from anyone  to the reports and speculation
in the secular press  - e.g. about the
possible consequences of this death, with
the usual predictions of an end to the ‘lonely
celibate lifestyle’ being a favourite theme.
It was only when we reported the strange
conversation between ‘Agony Uncle’, Fr
Andrew Monaghan and caller, James (see
column 3) on the Open Line radio show  that
the then Fr Michael Regan, formerly Vice-
Rector and Director of Liturgy at Scotus
Seminary (before its closure), jumped into
print, accusing us of calumny and detraction
- without, note, showing any curiosity, let
alone concern, at James’ claim that Fr Prior
had been “abused”.
Given that fact, coupled with his anger at
the parishioner who asked him merely to
apply Canon Law 7 to the MP who voted for
same-sex marriage, and since he replied
facetiously to my letter of concern about the
scandal of the naked male cruciform hung
over the altar in the national seminary at
Scotus on his watch8 (and which one priest
recently told me “screamed homosexuality”
to him at the time) we think he may, indeed,
be a worthy candidate to join the Catherine
Deveney Identity Parade. If we’re wrong, of
course, he’s welcome to correct us…

Footnotes:
1 Editor: Scandal in Scotland - Joining up the Dots
Anonymity, Cowardice & Credibility, Catholic Truth, Issue
No. 77, May, 2013.
2 A priest “now at the centre” of the O’Brien scandal was
reported to have been sent on leave of absence by Bishop
Gilbert because he had been found to have “overspent parish
funds by a six figure sum” although no official confirmation
from the Diocese has identified Fr Gerry Livingston to be the
priest in question.
O’Brien sex complaint priest faced cash probe. Scandal
hushed up to protect the church. The Herald, 23/03/13.
3 Quest is a group for openly homosexual Catholics. Their
website has undergone a makeover and is now much more
carefully worded than in days of yore: Quest is a group for
lesbian, gay and bisexual Catholics. Its purpose is to proclaim
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ so as to sustain and
increase Christian belief among homosexual men and women.
Membership is open to all who share Quest’s aims, regardless
of sexual orientation or religious affiliation. Transgendered
persons should feel themselves especially welcome.
4 For example, Scottish Catholic Observer, 22/9/06)
5 Visit http://catholic.lu/parish-priest/ to read more about Fr
Hone’s mission to serve the English speaking Catholic
Community of Luxembourg.
6 From faith to despair, Scotsman Newspaper, 25/6/02
http://www.scotsman.com/what-s-on/from-faith-to-despair-1-610243
7  See A Fly on the Wall in Edinburgh, See p.15
8  See the cruciform in the chapel at Scotus on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1x3x4aG6Cbg

Editor

Quest, an organisation for “gay and lesbian
Catholics” has set up a group in Edinburgh,
under the auspices of the Redemptorist
Priests, with Father Ed Hone, known to be
supportive of Civil Partnerships, in a
leadership role… Catholic Truth emailed
Fr Hone to ask him a series of questions
about his involvement with Quest/gay
issues including are you ‘gay’ Father? But
despite subsequent emails seeking a
response in time for this edition, he has not
replied. He was much quicker to write to
the Scottish Catholic Observer to castigate
Archbishop Conti for supporting the
firemen who courageously refused to
participate in a ‘gay’ pride march, widely
reported in the secular press (Letters, SCO,
22/9/06) Issue No. 42, November, 2006

http://catholic.lu/parish-priest/
http://www.scotsman.com/what-s-on/from-faith-to-despair-1-610243
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1x3x4aG6Cbg
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Westminster Catholic M.P.s:
Catholic Truth = Catholic Taliban
Group  representing Catholic M.P.s and Peers demands
retraction of Canon Law petition and apology Editor

Catholic Truth Petition
Discipline Dissenters:
Apply Church Law!

American Cardinal Raymond Burke
heads the Apostolic Signatura, the
Vatican’s highest legal tribunal that rules
on canon law.
In light of the Irish Government’s plans
to legalise abortion, Cardinal Burke
stresses that the Catholic Church’s rules
on the need to receive Communion
worthily are based on Christians’
relationship with Jesus Christ.
He said that someone who persists in
“manifest grave sin” should not receive
Holy Communion “because of his love of
our Lord and his sorrow for the grave sin
which he is committing against our Lord
and His Holy Church.” Recognizing this
“grave offence” against God will “inspire
a conversion of heart” in Catholic
politicians who support abortion, the
cardinal said. He cited St. Paul’s
admonition in the First Letter to the
Corinthians that those who receive
communion unworthily “eats and drinks
judgment upon himself.”
Canon Law # 915 directs pastors to
withhold Communion from “manifest
public sinners”. This includes Catholics
who cohabit before marriage, as well as
politicians who support abortion,
euthanasia and same-sex marriage. Yet,
this canon is not being applied in our
churches across the UK and Ireland.
Indeed, the lay people who ask for its
enforcement are labelled “uncharitable”
and “judgmental”. Thus, the scandal of
cohabitation is now widespread with no
mention from priests or bishops that it is
sinful, and so, increasingly, we now find
Catholic politicians voting evil into
legislation with the apparent approval of
the local priests and bishops. There have
been conscientious bishops, e.g. in the
USA, who have applied canon 915 in the
face of public criticism, but these are a
minority.
This pastoral negligence is causing
immense confusion as Catholics now
routinely opt to live together in a sexual
relationship without being married, and
increasingly support evils such as
abortion, euthanasia and homosexuality.
Priests and Bishops offer a number of
arguments for not implementing canon
915, including the excuse that there are
“different interpretations” of it. Yet, Pope
John Paul II insisted that by its nature,
Canon Law requires obedience. (Apostolic
Constitution: Sacrae Discioplinae Leges, 25
January, 1983), an instruction echoed by
Cardinal Burke in his recent exhortations
to apply canon 915.
We the undersigned, therefore, call upon
the Vatican to take all necessary steps
to insist that canon 915 be enforced in
every parish…

12 July, 2013; I received a phone call from
Robert Watts, Deputy Political Editor  on
the London Telegraph, asking if we are the
Scottish group responsible for
demanding the
excommunication of  Catholic
MPs who voted in favour of
same sex marriage. He said
there was a leaflet circulating
to that effect which was causing quite a stir
south of the border. Eventually, we
concluded that word must have gotten
around about our online petition calling on
the Vatican to  act to ensure  that Canon
Law (#915)  is enforced, since parish
priests and bishops in Scotland are
permitting MPs who voted to legalise
same-sex marriage to continue to receive
Holy Communion. Someone, presumably,
had printed off our petition statement (see
column 3) and put the photocopiers to work.
 No big deal.
14 July, 2013 A report was published in
the left wing Mirror newspaper (Gay
marriage: Catholic protest group wants MPs
in favour of same-sex weddings kicked out
of church) quoting comments I’d made to
Robert Watts from the right wing
Telegraph. Odd. Never spoken to a Mirror
journalist in my entire life. God is good.

15 July, 2013; I received the most
incredible letter from an MP I’ve yet seen –
Labour MP for Stoke-on-Trent South, Rob
Flello  to be precise, who emailed me via
the office of Chris Whitehouse KSG,
Managing Director of the Whitehouse
Consultancy and Secretary of the wholly
misnamed Catholic Legislators Network.
Mr Flello voted against same-sex marriage
himself, but insisted that those of his
colleagues who either voted in favour of
this evil legislation or abstained did so in
good conscience, so that’s all right then
(every totalitarian dictator and serial killer
in the world, take note). He demanded that
we retract our petition to have these MPs
denied Holy Communion, and apologise  I
mean, just who do we think we are?

Rob Flello quoted from various Catholic
sources on conscience, each and every
one of which did not support his liberal
interpretation of the Church’s teaching:
“Deep within his conscience man discov-
ers a law which he has not laid upon
himself but which he must obey.
(Documents of Vatican II: Gaudium et
Spes # 16 - emphasis added. . Priceless.
I replied to Mr Flello’s letter correcting him
on the nature of conscience and we
published the correspondence on our
website. We also challenged his claim that
Catholic MPs who voted in favour ot the
legislation had received “confrontational”
and “condemnatory” communications from

anyone associated with Catholic Truth:
I have been also appalled by the tone and

content of a number of emails and
other communications which have
been sent to my Parliamentary col-
leagues by supporters of your initi-

ative, including some items over your own
signature, which endorse the petition and
your Society, which go on to refer to my
colleagues as “dissidents” and reiterate
your calls for them to be denied Commun-
ion. Quite what you were seeking to
achieve by this ill-informed, confrontational
and condemnatory approach I cannot im-
agine. What I can tell you is that by the
tone and content of your communications
you bring our Church into disrepute in the
eyes of some Parliamentarians and of the
wider community.

Yet when I emailed the MP via Chris
Whitehouse seeking evidence of such
nastiness, none was forthcoming. I sent
him the emails I’d written to my own MP,
and published them on our blog as well
and, abracadabra! The busy exchange of
emails suddenly ceased. We’d well and
truly nailed that lie, I thought to myself…
Except, when the so called Catholic news-
papers covered the story the following
weekend, that scurrilous lie was repeated
in the Catholic Herald (19 July, 2013) without
correction, despite my telephone conver-
sation with the journalist, Madeleine Tea-
han, in which I’d told her that she could
read my polite, if forthright, emails to my
(pro same-sex marriage) MP herself, on
our blog. She said she would. In response
to my subsequent complaint, Luke Coppen
the Editor of the Catholic Herald, has

promised to publish a
clarification in the
next edition to cor-
rect this falsehood.

The Biscuit With
Clanging Bells On
Award,  though, has
to go to the world ex-
pert on Catholic con-
science,  Christopher
Whitehouse, KSG,
writing in the tabloid

Universe (‘Catholic Taliban’ not welcome here:
21 July, 2013). He emailed me a copy of his
article in advance of publication. Although
Catholic Truth is not named - obviously,
the editor does not want to risk having to
permit us the right to reply - the piece is
virtually word for word the contents of Rob
Flello’s letter to  me, with additional blatant
falsehoods thrown in for good measure.
Members of Parliament who tell lies? Eh?
Editors of Catholic papers who support
dissent? Really? I ask you: To what is the
the world (if not the Universe) coming?



The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation, receive this
newsletter.  If it contradicts Catholic teaching, we invite the Hierarchy to correct us

in accordance with their duty under Canon Law # 823

The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Sandyford Place
Glasgow, G3 7NB
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Thanks for the last CT newsletter. It’s
spellbinding and thanks for your efforts
in breaking us in gradually  to
understanding   the diabolical state of
the Church in Scotland. Catholic Truth
has been tireless in bringing out the
truth about these reprobate clergy and
now has been proven right all along
about their  irresponsible and immoral
behaviour and undermining of the faith.
Name Withheld, N.E. Scotland

The Scottish Catholic Observer (SCO)
did not publish the following letter,
therefore I send  it to Catholic Truth
who are not beholden to the bishops,
say it as it is, listen to the laity, and in
doing so best serve the interests of
Holy Mother Church.
The row over the disgraced Cardinal
Keith O`Brien is further sullying the
reputation of the Church in Scotland
and highlighting the dissent within the
Church in Scotland, as priests openly
defy the Holy See and in a case such
as this.
(Ed: this refers to reports in the secular press
that the PP of Dunblane, Canon John
Creanor, planned to challenge the Vatican in
court if the Cardinal were not permitted to
retire to Dunblane, as he wished.)

No one disgraced  O`Brien but himself
and in doing so shamed the Church.
Never noted for humility and a self
confessed seeker of publicity we are
well rid of him.
What this demonstrates is the cover up
policy that was, and possibly still is, the
curse of the Catholic Church in Ireland
and the U.K. Where Bishops failed to
act, priests kept dumb and the laity
were exhorted to keep silent in order
to protect the good name of the
Church. That premise should not hold
true to day. Forget history and it will
repeat itself.
If  Canon Creanor also paid heed to his
own vows then he would lay aside his
own feelings of friendship for O`Brien
and urge him to obey the Vatican for
the good of the Church in Scotland and
for his own soul.
David Erskine, Dunkeld, by email

Cannot think of much to say except to
an uncertainty about the new Pope. I
would much prefer to see him up there
wearing all of his three crowns and
firmly governing the Church rather than
being just one of the boys on a no. 17
bus. Time will tell. How is Mss
McMoneypenny the First these days.
You never mention her.
That lover of orthodoxy, my cheque
book, sends its the regards in the only
language it know. Jim  Allen, Torquay
Ed: thank you for asking about Miss
McMoneypenny. She is still unable to walk
and has not fully recovered the power of
her speech although she can  understand
everything that is said and can make
herself understood, using the words at her
command especially this one: “no!”  So,
your cheque is safe - she’s insisted on
closing down the Editor’s New Outfit &
Hairdo Fund…

We (group of parishioners from the Archdiocese
of Glasgow) all feel blessed that we were
called to be at the Conference, as I was
with the last one. God knows when
you’re ready to listen and take in what
is being said. I have tried since the last
Conference to talk to people about
what was going on in the Catholic
Church and usually met with a lot of
hostility.
It’s so good to know there are a lot
more people out there who do feel the
same. Thank you for your work. I
enclose a donation and will help when
I can with donations.
Name & Address Withheld

It was not without a wee bit trepidation
that I arrived at the conference (8th

June) and the thought of perhaps
meeting "extremists" did cross my
mind.  However I was very quickly put
at ease and delighted to meet  fellow
Aberdeenshire people.  It almost goes
without saying that  I am full of
admiration for you and your team in
pulling off such a conference and you
are all to be congratulated.  The quality
of the speakers would grace any event
and their knowledge, personal
experiences shared and insights gave
much food for thought.   The location
itself was perfect, and no not because
it was Celtic park, with a most excellent
dinner to finish off the day.
MG, Aberdeen by email

I’m still attached to Post Vatican II but
sometimes it is a bit like the end of the
pier show…But then I can be
hypercritical. Scottish Catholicism-
current hierarchy - WOW! The Jesuits
would make mince meat - Halal of
course - of the lot! (Ed: only after
somebody makes mince-meat of the Jesuits!)

You do print consistently along an
excellent line.(Ed: well, ah do decleah!
Thank you kind sir!) What a great pity that
our near leaders are so much of a let
down. But they are human. Super
excuse? (Ed: sorry, no excuse at all. Good
try though…)

Tom Reilly, Edinburgh

N O T I C E
Our sincere gratitude to  everyone who
donated to our funds following the
May, 2013 edition.
To save postage, we no longer write
letters of acknowledgement for individual
donations although if you include an
email address, Editor will thank you
personally. Email addresses are included
with all PayPal donations.
A special word of thanks
to our regular Standing
Order donors: these
regular donations help
our planning immensely.
God  bless you, each one.

When Irish Eyes
Make Catholic Truth Eyes smile…

A particular word of thanks
to all the Irish readers who
so very kindly send us
donations.  Several very
generous donations have

been received in recent
months. Thank you all so

very much - we greatly appreciate your
generosity.
                        Miss McMoneypenny.

… Issue No. 77, another brilliant work
- God bless you for it. Can I ask you to
add a friend of mine to your mailing list
(Ed: done & dusted!)

Kathy White, Corby, Northants

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Your Letters Continued…

Note: the following letters are all dated February & March, but did not reach us until early
July. Blame Royal Mail - our business centre staff are thoroughly efficient and send all
mail to us on day of arrival at their office. Apologies for the delay in publishing but the
ways of Royal Mail are (definitely) not our ways…
Thank you for sending a copy of
Catholic Truth and for pointing to the
comment on my performance on the
Holloway Show (Editorial, p.24, Issue No.
76, March, 2013) I do apologise for any
offence that this may have caused
you. I wish you well with your
continued work.
Rev. Roddy Johnston, Our Holy
Redeemer’s, Stornoway, Isle of
Lewis
Ed: it’s not about causing me personal offence,
Father, it’s about causing offence to God by
denying Him in the public square. Your apparent
happiness at the setting up of an “atheist
church” in Scotland conflicts sharply with your
duty to spread the Catholic faith, not to
contribute to the current craze for indifferentism
in religion which has grave eternal
consequences. Don’t take my word for it: If you
deny Me in the presence of men, I will deny you
in the presence of my Father in Heaven
(Matthew 10:33)
Thank you for your polite reply to my letter. Call
me an old softie if you like, but I’ve taken the
liberty of adding your name to our mailing list.
So, unless you instruct me to the contrary, you’ll
receive our bi-monthly newsletter from now on.
Hope that doesn’t read: “revenge is sweet”!

I’m absolutely bowled over by your
stunning editorial on the Papal
Resignation in your latest  edition
(Ed: i.e. Issue 76 - March, 2013)  of Catholic
Truth (as I am by all the other articles
and past editions) and I wonder if
you’d be kind enough to include the
two priests mentioned at the end of
this letter on your mailing list, starting
with March issue
Ed: mission accomplished, assuming postal
service up to scratch! March & May editions
sent, and your two priest-friends will receive
regular copies beginning with this, August
edition.
And thanks for your kind remarks. I am now
officially adding “stunning” to “slim,
glamorous, witty, intelligent etc. )

Many many thanks indeed, in
advance, and please accept the
enclosed donation to help with
postage.
Ed: Miss McMoneypenny says “thank you
very much, indeed!”

God love you and bless you always.
Pat Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Ireland

Ed: sincere thanks to the priest
in India who sent us a lovely
Easter Card. We reciprocate your
good wishes, Father - although
unless the postal service
improves it could be Christmas
before they reach you!

Thank you very much for your support
and prayers at the release of
Priesthood in Crisis. The amount of
support is unbelievable from all over
the world and is much appreciated.
I will offer Mass for you and your
families. Thank you, God bless.
Fr Matthew Despard, Diocese of
Motherwell
Ed: I promised our June Conference audience
that I would write to Fr Despard to ask him for
more details of the explosive contents of his
above mentioned “whistle-blowing” book, since
readers from Motherwell diocese are expressing
concerns about the identities of the clergy
allegedly living double-lives, to whom Fr Despard
refers but does not name. Since we do have a
right to expect that our priests are not living
scandalous double-Iives, I emailed him on the
subject.

However, almost as soon as I’d sent my email,
the news broke that  Father is to be pursued in
the civil courts by one laywoman and at least one
priest. Sources speaking off the record tell us that
this legal action follows attempts to resolve the
matter without recourse to law, but I doubt, now,
if Fr Despard will feel free to respond to my
request for names.

Now, nobody wants innocent priests to be
wrongly accused, albeit unintentionally, by Fr
Despard (whom we must presume believed that
what he witnessed was as he interpreted it and
published in his book) and, obviously, those

wrongly accused or implicated have
every right to clear their names. We

can’t all be St John Mary Vianneys1, accepting
such public humiliations in silence.

However, nobody should forget that, according
to a “gay” activist Edinburgh priest, we’ll not be
seeing ads for “gay” priests in Scotland for some
time to come2 - there’s apparently no shortage
- so continue to pray for Fr Despard; and pray,
too, that the next Bishop of Motherwell to be
appointed following the resignation of Bishop
Joseph Devine3  exposes whatever filth there is
in the Diocese and takes all necessary steps to
restore confidence in the clergy.

The fact is, hardworking priests,  priests  who
are as scandalised as the rest of us by the
reports of double-living, are demoralised by the
cloud hanging over the diocesan priesthood right
now, so we hope and pray for a bishop with the
courage to act decisively to end speculation and
scandal - without ‘punishing’ Fr Despard who,
we must presume, has written what he has
written in good faith.

Footnotes
1 See Great Trials of the First Years: Calumnies and
Temptations, Chapter VII, The Curé D’Ars (St Jean
Vianney) Abbé Francis Trochu, Burns Oates &
Washbourne Ltd, Publishers to the Holy See, London 1927
2 Fr Gordon Brown: “there are a number of (gay) priests
throughout Scotland…” Sunday Mail, 23/01/2000
3 Bishop Devine has made no public statement of denial at
the accusations, including a personal accusation against
him, levelled in Fr Despard’s book.

I am a long-time reader of your blog
and newsletter. I enclose a Mass
booklet from a recent Mass I attended
for a local Catholic High School. I have
no connection with the school other
than living nearby.
I understand that on many occasions
you have had to criticise schools for
not being ‘Catholic’ and when I learned
of this school Mass I imagined it (was
going to) be gutter ‘happy clappy’ folk
songs/’hymns’.(On the contrary)  I was
pleasantly surprised when attending
this Mass as it was very reverent and
with the hymns of my ‘youth’. Perhaps
a ‘change’ is coming. Credit where
credit is due. M. Kelly, Greenock
Ed: Thank you for sending the booklet for Mass
at Notre Dame High school, Greenock on the
occasion of the School’s 40th anniversary.  It was
indeed good to note hymns such as Bring
Flowers of the Rarest, Hail Queen of Heaven,
and the Salve Regina (WOW!) But, the fact that
this is remark-able, should, itself, give us all
pause for thought, as it would if our neighbour
jumped up and down with delight because her
GP hit on the correct prescription for a
headache.  And, really, ‘reverent’ doesn’t cut it.
Even a black Mass is (I’m told!) reverent. Still,
credit is certainly due for the inclusion of my
favourite hymns and for not being ‘happy
clappy’: top marks! 10/10 !
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 MarchThe Rosary & The Eucharist

There is a widespread belief in the Church today that praying the Rosary is “outdated”* and to pray the
Rosary during Mass is “un-liturgical”, that the Rosary is nothing more than a simple prayer for the simple
faithful.
Sister Lucia of Fatima, begs to disagree. Below, some extracts from  her letters on the subject…
* Notable exception: dioceses offer talks and writings on the new “Luminous Mysteries” which appear to have been
enthusiastically welcomed by the “liberals”.

On December 29, 1969, in a letter to a
nephew who is a priest, Sister Lucy
wrote:

“... What some disoriented souls have
spread against recitation of the Rosary is
false. The light of the sun is older than
recitation of the Rosary, and they don’t want
to stop benefiting from its brightness: the
psalms are more ancient, and they too, like
the prayers that make up the Rosary, are
part of the sacred liturgy.

The repetition of the Ave Maria, Pater
Noster and Gloria Patri is the chain that lifts
us right up to God and unites us to Him,
giving us a participation in His divine Life,
just as eating bite after bite of bread, from
which we nourish ourselves, sustains the
natural life in us; nobody calls that outdated!”

On April 4, 1970, in a letter to another
priest nephew, Sister Lucy wrote:
". . . May your apostolate,
like that of all our missionary
brothers and sisters, be for
souls the light of Faith which
guides them on the way of
Truth, Hope and Love! This
light which the Lord speaks
to us about in His Gospel:
‘You are the light of the world, and the salt
of the earth.’

It is necessary, for this purpose, not to be
led by the doctrines of disoriented dispu-
tants . . . . The campaign (Ed: against the
Rosary) is diabolical. We must stand up to
it, without placing ourselves in conflict. We
must tell souls that, now more than ever,
we must pray for us and those who are
against us! We must recite the Rosary
every day. This is the prayer which Our
Lady recommended the most, as if to arm
us in advance, foreseeing these days of
diabolical campaign! The devil knows that
we shall save ourselves through prayer.
Hence he leads his campaign against it to
destroy us.

Now that the month of May is about to
begin, recite the Rosary every day. Do not
be afraid to expose the Blessed Sacra-
ment and recite the Rosary in His pres-
ence.

It is false to say that this is not liturgical,
because the prayers of the Rosary are all

part of the sacred liturgy; and if they are not
displeasing to God when we recite them as
we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice, so also
they do not displease Him if we recite them
in His presence, when He is exposed for
our adoration. On the contrary, this is the
prayer which is the most pleasing to Him,
because through it we praise Him the
best…

Why would the prayer which God taught us
and so much recommended to us be out-
dated? It is easy to recognize here the ruse
of the devil and his followers, who want to
lead souls away from God by leading them
away from prayer . . . Do not let yourselves
be deceived. Enlighten the souls entrusted
to you, and recite the Rosary with them
every day. Say it in the church, in the
streets, on the roads and in public squares.
If it is possible for you, go through the
streets praying and singing the Rosary with
the people; and finish in the Church by
giving Benediction with the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Do this is the spirit of prayer and
penance to ask for peace for the Church,
for our provinces beyond the sea, and for
the world.

more real meaning than that which it has
been given, until now, of a simple ‘Marian’
prayer. All the prayers that we say in the
Rosary are prayers that form part of the
Sacred Liturgy; and more than a prayer
directed to Mary it is a prayer directed to
God…the Rosary is not only a Marian
prayer, but also a Eucharistic prayer. And
therefore nothing should prevent one from
praying before the Blessed Sacrament. As
proof of this the Holy Father Pope Pius XI
had granted a plenary indulgence to those
who pray the Rosary before the Blessed
Sacrament; and recently, His Holiness
Pope Paul VI again granted the same
indulgence…

Mary is the first living Tabernacle where the
Father enclosed His Word. Her Immaculate
Heart is the first Monstrance that sheltered
Him. Her lap and Her arms were the first
altar and the first throne upon which the
Son of God made man was adored. There
the Angels, the Shepherd, and the wise
men of the earth adored Him. Mary is the
first Who took the Son of God in Her pure
and Immaculate hands and brought Him to
the Temple to offer Him to the Father as a
victim for the salvation of the world.

Against the criticism that the Rosary is
outdated due to being “repetitive” Sr Lucy
writes:
God, Creator of all that exists, commanded
that all creatures be preserved by means
of a continual repetition of the same acts,
movements and tones: the planets always
turn in the same way; the earth around the
same axis; the sun gives forth its light and
its rays in the same way; the plants sprout,
bloom, and bear fruit each according to its
kind, every year in the same way… We
ourselves live, inhale and exhale, always
repeating the same organic function. And
everything else in the same way. And
nobody ever thinks to say that this is an
outdated way to live! Why then does it have
to be this way with the prayer that God
taught us and so often recommended to
us?! 2

Footnotes:
1 http://www.alcazar.net/appendix_two.html
2 Mark Fellows: Sister Lucia: Apostle of Mary’s
Immaculate Heart Immaculate Heart
Publications New York, p 175-178

Pope Pius XI
granted a

plenary indulgence
to those who pray

the Rosary
before the Blessed

Sacrament;
Pope Paul VI

granted
the same indulgence

I am certain that if you made an appeal in
this sense, souls would gladly follow, be-
cause the sheep follow their Pastor when
he knows how to guide them and lead them
on the good road.1

In other writings, Sister Lucy remarks:
The prayer of the Rosary, after the Liturgy
of the Most Holy Eucharist, is what most
introduces us to the intimate mystery of the
Holy Trinity and the Eucharist; what most
brings us to the spirit of the mysteries of
Faith, Hope and Charity… It would be well
if the prayer of the Rosary were given a

Sister Lucia

http://www.alcazar.net/appendix_two.html
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With God and Jesus Christ
excluded from political life, with
authority derived not from God but

from man, the very basis of that authority
has been taken away, because the chief
reason for the distinction between ruler
and subject has been eliminated. The
result is that human society is tottering to
its fall. – Pope Pius XI, Quas Primus, 1925

July 12 2013 will surely enter Irish
history as a day of unsurpassed
treachery and shame.
On that day, one of the last remaining
sanctuaries in the western world to protect
the inalienable right to life of the unborn
was breeched by the battering rams of the
kingdom of Satan. The cackles from hell
can almost be heard. On that day, the
democratically elected Irish parliament
voted to permit the direct, intentional killing
of unborn children up to birth; children
created by God to know, love and serve
Him, and, by means of His sanctifying
grace, one day enjoy the Beatific Vision.
This descent into the barbarism which
permits the unspeakable reality of
abortion, a crime which cries out to
Heaven, can only be described as
demonic.

Indeed, the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth
about seeking who he may devour.

1 Peter 5:8

The term, “banality of evil” springs readily
to mind, given the public discourse that
has taken place in recent months. Out of
158 members of parliament to vote, just 25
were prepared to stand in front of the
abortionists’ tanks.

Thou shalt not follow the multitude to do
evil: neither shalt thou yield in judgement
to the opinion of the most part (majority) to
stray from the truth. – Exodus 23:2

The forces of the international abortion
industry have certainly been screeching
through the keyhole for decades. That
does nothing to lessen the shame and
bitterness at this time. A generation ago,
the prospect of unborn children being
butchered in Irish hospitals would have
been considered unthinkable by the vast
majority of the populace. It would most
certainly have been considered
unthinkable by our ancestors  who rose in
the middle of the night to attend the Holy
Sacrifice offered by a hunted priest at a
Mass rock in woods and glens, and on
windswept hillsides.

The sixteenth century chieftain Shane
O’Neill proclaimed that the Irish people
bow to no one but God. Well, the Fine
Gael Party, by far the largest partner in the
governing coalition, have certainly bowed
to Lucifer’s minions in the abortion

Abortion in Ireland
Shameful attack on God’s Law

Leo Clear

industry. This is a party that made
assiduous efforts to court the pro-life
movement before the last election, efforts
that included a formal assurance not to
legislate for abortion.

Within months, there were grounds for
suspecting deception, when the State’s
health service funded a so-called
“masterclass” entitled “Termination of a
pregnancy: A lawful choice”. The deceit
and obfuscation has accompanied the
carefully orchestrated assault against the
rights of the unborn ever since. Amidst an
actively campaigning media, the voices of
those standing up for the unborn in the
public square have been almost drowned
out. Over the last year, the law of God that
is written in men’s hearts has been
battered on an almost daily basis by the
servants of the father of lies. The assault
against truth culminated in the naming of
the legislation, the Protection of Life during
Pregnancy Bill; surely an outrageous
distortion of language of which Joseph
Goebbels would have been proud.

Lies and totalitarianism make comfortable
companions of course. Those Fine Gael
members of parliament who stood for the
unborn, are, at the time of writing being
threatened with de-selection at the next
election, for doing exactly what they
undertook before the electorate to do.

The plotters’ attention to detail and the
totalitarian nature of this legislation is
demonstrated in a very significant
provision that has received very little public
attention, namely the fact that Catholic
hospitals will now be compelled to kill
unborn children under threat of losing their
public funding. This is how “liberated” and
“tolerant”, and hostile to divine law 21st
century Ireland has become.

None of this should come as surprise in
view of this government’s kulturkampf
agenda. Two years ago Enda Kenny
infamously misled parliament and the
whole country in an unsubstantiated tirade

against the Church and a truly scurrilous
attack against Pope Benedict in particular.
Since then his government has closed
Ireland’s embassy to the Vatican, has
carried a children’s rights referendum,
which provides for the state’s supplanting
of the place of parents, and is attempting
to gradually push the Church out of
education. Further attack on the family in
the form of so-called same sex “marriage”
is very likely to be on agenda before long.

In May, Enda Kenny, who claims to be a
practising Catholic, reportedly gave us the
following example of the endemic
confusion and aversion to reason found
amongst post Vatican II Catholics:

Everybody’s entitled to their opinion here
but as explained to the Cardinal
and members of the church my
book is the constitution and the
constitution is determined by the

people. That’s the people’s book. We live
in a Republic and I have a duty and
responsibility as head of Government to
legislate in respect of what the people’s
wishes are.

Kenny and his supporters need to read the
Irish Constitution. It opens with the
following lines:

“In the name of the Most Holy Trinity,
from Whom is all authority and to
Whom, as our final end, all actions both
of men and States must be referred...”
The writings of Father Denis Fahey, an
Irish Holy Ghost priest who died sixty
years ago tell us much about the Church’s
traditional teaching on the Social Kingship
of Christ. In his foreword to Grand Orient
Freemasonry Unmasked, by Monsignor
George Dillon, Father Fahey summarized
the French Revolution’s Declaration of the
Rights of Man (“a Masonic production”) as
a formal renunciation of allegiance to
Christ the King, of the supernatural life,
and of membership in Christ’s Mystical
Body:

“The French State thereby officially de-
clared that it no longer acknowledged any
duty to God through Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and no longer recognized the digni-
ty of membership of Christ in its citizens. It
thus inaugurated the attack on the organi-
zation of society under Christ the King
which has continued down to the present
day.”

Father Fahey must be turning in his grave
to see how the dark workshops have set
about his own land, a land where in 1936
Mullingar cathedral was the first one in the
world dedicated to Christ the King, follow-
ing Pope Pius XI’s 1925 encyclical, Quas
Primas.

Continued on p.13, column 2

kSaints are used to handling snakes…
St Patrick
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Most Catholics should know that the
Catholic Church is the one, true
Church founded by Jesus Christ and
built on the rock of Saint Peter and his
successors – the popes.  With 1.2
billion members it is the oldest and
largest Christian denomination.
However, some Catholics might be
surprised to find out that the Catholic
Church is comprised of twenty three
autonomous particular churches, all in
communion with each other and in
acknowledging the authority and
supremacy of the Sovereign Pontiff,
the Pope.  These particular churches
tend to reflect different historical and
cultural influences, particularly in
matters pertaining to the liturgy.
However, there is absolute unity in
matters of doctrine.
The largest of the particular churches
is the Latin, or Western Church which
reports over one billion members.
This is the church most people think
of when the word “Catholic” is
mentioned.  Up until the Second
Vatican Council, Latin was the
everyday judicial and liturgical
language of the Church (although to
this day, Latin remains the official
language).  The liturgy of the Western
church is the Roman Rite – the most
ancient and venerable of all the
Christian rites.  It has been revised
over the centuries, primarily by St.
Gregory the Great (590-604) and St.
Pius V (1566-1572), but never has a
“new” rite of Mass been promulgated
(until after the Second Vatican
Council).  Up until 1969, the liturgical
texts were always been treated with
the utmost respect and revisions were
always very minor.
The other 22 particular churches are
known collectively as Eastern Catholic
churches.  These churches are the
Albanian Byzantine Catholic Church,
Belarusian Greek Catholic Church,
Bulgarian Greek Catholic Church,
Church of Croatia, Serbia and
Montenegro, Greek Byzantine
Catholic Church, Hungarian Greek
Catholic Church,  Italo-Albanian
Catholic Church, Macedonian Greek
Catholic Church, Melkite Catholic
Church, Romanian Catholic Church,

Russian Catholic Church, Ruthenian
Catholic Church, Slovak Catholic
Church,  Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, Maronite Church, Syriac
Catholic Church, Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church, Chaldean Catholic
Church, Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church, Armenian Catholic Church,
Coptic Catholic Church and the
Ethiopian Catholic Church.
The Eastern Catholic Churches are in
full communion of faith with the whole
of the Catholic Church. Whilst they
accept the canonical authority of the
See of Rome, they retain their
distinctive liturgical rites, laws and
customs and devotions.   The Eastern
Catholic churches have their own Code
of Canon Law.  Theologically, all the
particular Churches can be viewed as
"sister Churches".  According to the
Second Vatican Council these Eastern
Churches, along with the larger Latin
Church share "equal dignity, so that
none of them is superior to the others
as regards rite, and they enjoy the
same rights and are under the same
obligations, also in respect of
preaching the Gospel to the whole
world (cf. Mark 16:15) under the
guidance of the Roman Pontiff." (Decree
on Eastern Catholic Churches).

In 1054 centuries of resentment and
disagreement between some
Christians in the East resulted in a
large proportion of Eastern Christians
denying the primacy of the Pope.  This
schism led to the creation of the
Orthodox churches.   Most Eastern
Catholic churches arose when a group
within the Orthodox churches returned
to full communion with the Holy See.
These groups were accepted without
requiring that they adopt the customs
of the Latin Church.  Two Eastern
Catholic churches have never broken
communion with the Bishop of Rome
since the beginning – the Maronite
Church1 and the Italo-Albanian Church.
Many of the Eastern Catholic churches
bear strong resemblance to the
Orthodox churches.  However, it must
be stated unequivocally that the
Orthodox churches (Greek Orthodox
and Russian Orthodox etc) are NOT in
Communion with Rome.   Communion

was broken in 1054 when the
Orthodox churches refused to
acknowledge the supremacy of the
Pope.  They are, to this very day,
schismatic.
A major difference between the Latin
Rite church and the Eastern churches
is the liturgical practices.  As has been
mentioned above, the main rite of the
Latin church is the Roman Rite.  The
most common Eastern Catholic rite is
the Byzantine. 14 out of the 22 Eastern
Catholic churches use the Byzantine
Rite.  Other notable rites include the
Alexandrian Rite, the West Syrian Rite,
the East Syrian Rite, the Antiochian
Rite and the Armenian Rite.   The laity
are encouraged to foster a love and
appreciation of their local rite, but this
does not forbid occasional, or for a just
reason, habitual attendance at one of
the other Catholic rites celebrated in a
Catholic church. The obligation of
assisting at the Eucharist or, for
members of some Eastern Churches,
at Vespers, is satisfied wherever the
liturgy is celebrated in a Catholic rite
(Code of Canon Law, Canon 881).

However, only in certain extreme
circumstances can a Catholic receive
the Sacraments from an Eastern
Orthodox priest.
The Orthodox churches have retained
valid apostolic succession, therefore
their Holy Orders and Sacraments are
valid, but the churches themselves are
schismatic and NOT Catholic.  Canon
844 states that:
Whenever necessity requires it or true
spiritual advantage suggests it, and
provided that danger of error or of
indifferentism is avoided, the Christian
faithful for whom it is physically or
morally impossible to approach a
Catholic minister are permitted to
receive the sacraments of penance,
Eucharist, and anointing of the sick
from non-Catholic ministers in whose
Churches these sacraments are valid.
The practice of clerical celibacy differs
between the Eastern and Western
churches.  Most Eastern Churches
distinguish between "monastic" and
"non-monastic" clergy. Monastics do

The Eastern Churches…
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church…

Peter Mackin

Continued on p.13, column 1
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not necessarily live as monks or in
monasteries, but have spent at least
part of their period of training in such
a context. Their monastic vows include
a vow of celibate chastity.  Bishops are
normally selected from the monastic
clergy, and in most Eastern Catholic
Churches a large percentage of priests
and deacons are celibate, while a
portion of the clergy (typically, parish
priests) may be married. If someone
preparing for the diaconate or
priesthood wishes to marry, this must
happen before ordination.  Some
Eastern Catholic Churches have
adopted mandatory clerical celibacy,
as in the Latin Church: the India-based
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church and
Syro-Malabar Catholic Church and the
Coptic Catholic Church.
So, the Catholic Church, established
by Christ, built on the rock of St. Peter
is truly universal.  Liturgical and cultural
differences aside, there is absolute
unity when it comes to doctrine.
What is absolutely essential is
Communion with the Holy See.  No
church can claim to be Catholic without
accepting the supremacy of the
Sovereign Pontiff.

These individual Churches, whether of
the East or the West, although they
differ somewhat among themselves in
rite (to use the current phrase) -  that
is, in liturgy, ecclesiastical discipline
and spiritual heritage - are,
nevertheless, each as much as the
others, entrusted to the pastoral
government of the Roman Pontiff, the
divinely appointed successor of St.
Peter in primacy over the universal
Church. (Orientalium Ecclesiarium – Decree
of the Eastern Catholic churches)

The Eastern Churches… Continued from p.12
The current rulers of Ireland,
whether or not they are taking
instruction from unseen forces,
are openly rebelling the reign of

Christ over Society. Church teach-
ing leaves no doubt on the matter.

For since God is the source of all goodness
and justice, it is absolutely ridiculous that
the State should pay no attention to these
laws or render them abortive by contrary
enactments. Pope Leo XIII, in Libertas Praestan-
tissimum, # 18

…Civil society must acknowledge God as
its Founder and Parent, and must obey
and reverence His power and authority.
Justice therefore forbids, and reason itself
forbids, the State to be godless… ibid, # 21

Abortion in Ireland - Shameful attack on God’s Law, Continued from p.11

That the State
must be separated from

the Church
is a thesis

absolutely false,
a most

pernicious error.
Pope Saint Pius X

Vehementer Nos, #3

Once the authority of God and the sway of
His law are denied in this way, the civil
authority as an inevitable result tends to
attribute to itself that absolute autonomy
which belongs exclusively to the Supreme
Maker. It puts itself in the place of the
Almighty and elevates the State or group
into the last end of life, the supreme criteri-
on of the moral and juridical order, and
therefore forbids every appeal to the princi-
ples of natural reason and of the Christian
conscience. Pope Pius XII, Summi Pontificatus, #53

And yet can we really be surprised by the
imposition of the demonic killing of unborn
children on Ireland? Over the course of a
middle-aged lifetime the ever increasing
apostasy has become less and less silent.
Who would argue about the withdrawal of
graces in the face of the dwindling practice
of saying the family rosary, or the fact that
the number of times that the Mass which
Saint Patrick brought to Ireland was of-
fered, was but a tiny fraction of that in times
of vicious persecution?

Who can deny the role that the Vatican II
innovations of ecumenism, religious liberty
and collegiality have played?

Ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue
has surely inculcated the mindset that eve-
ryone has their own version of the truth,
with no such thing as one, God-given truth
that is not up for discussion. The mantra
about respecting the great god child of
moral relativism, “choice”, is given a con-
stant hearing in the abortion debate.

Since the Conciliar novelty of religious lib-
erty, we no longer hear prelates talk about
the State’s duty to promote and protect the
one true religion and enact laws in accord-
ance with the law of God.

…the city cannot be built
otherwise than as God has built
it; society cannot be set up unless the
Church lay the foundations and supervis-
es the work; no, civilisation is not some-
thing yet to be found, nor is the New City
to be built on hazy notions; it has been in
existence and still is: it is the Christian
civilisation, it the Catholic city. Pope Saint
Pius X, Our Apostolic Mandate, # 11

Vatican II’s program of collegiality and its
undermining of the hierarchical structure
of Christ’s Church appears to have played
a very significant part in the Church in
Ireland failing to mount a vigorous, effec-
tive battle against the forces of Satan and
the supreme example of child abuse,
abortion.

Constant talk of the merits of anti-clerical-
ism and democratisation, and the Church
as the “people of God” can’t but lead Cath-
olics into the temptation of believing that
doctrine is not immutable, and is almost a
matter of public opinion. A passing famili-
arity with the outpourings of the press,
both Catholic and secular, is sufficient to
understand the grave dangers…

Instead of proclaiming the law of God we
hear talk of persuasion and freedom of
conscience.

Without being privy to episcopal discus-
sions on the matter, there are grounds for
very serious concerns on the matter of
collegiality and refusing Holy Communion
to politicians described by Coadjutor Arch-
bishop of Armagh Eamon Martin on 10
July as being guilty of “co-operation in evil”.

In May, Archbishop Martin, who succeeds
Cardinal Sean Brady next year, said that
legislators who supported abortion were
excommunicating themselves.

You cannot regard yourself as a person of
faith and support abortion,” he told the
Sunday Times. “If a legislator comes to
me and says, ‘Can I be a faithful Catholic
and support abortion?’ I would say no.
Your communion is ruptured if you support
abortion.

“You are excommunicating yourself. Any
legislator who clearly and publicly states
this should not approach looking for com-
munion.”

Well, collegiality appears to have scup-
pered any intentions by the Irish bishops
to issue a united, unequivocal warning to
politicians on this issue. Before the vote
there was no such “collegial” warning.
Truly lamentable, but not exactly surpris-
ing, given that earlier in May, Cardinal
Brady stated publicly that amongst the
bishops, “there would be a great reluc-
tance to politicise the Eucharist.”
(Lifesitenews, 9/5/13)

Ed: pity there isn’t the same reluctance among
politicians to politicise babies in the womb and
marriage/family life.

Continued on p.16, column 3

There is no entering into
salvation outside the Church,

just as in the time
of the Flood there was no

salvation
outside the Ark

which denotes the Church.
St. Thomas Aquinas

1 According to the Online Catholic Encyclopaedia, opinion
is divided on this.  Maronites claim they were always in
Communion but some scholars disagree.
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09683c.htm

Footnote:

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09683c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09683c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09683c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09683c.htm
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A Fly on the Wall in Aberdeen…

The meeting with Bishop Hugh Gilbert and
a trio of parishioners from St Margaret’s
parish on Shetland took place on Sunday,
23rd June. Our readers highlight the fact
that the Bishop was gracious, courteous
and solicitous at all times. Indeed, one of
the group points out that it pains her to
recall that when Bishop Moran retired she
wrote to the Nuncio suggesting Hugh
Gilbert as his successor in the hope of
improvement in the diocese.

Whilst the reason for the meeting was not
explained in advance, it was obvious that
it was to be about the provision of the
Tridentine Mass by Fr. Nicholas Mary (Ed:
Fr Nicholas Mary is affiliated to the SSPX and
ministers to a number of families on the
island of Stronsay. One young Catholic
woman from his small community recently
entered Religious Life).

The Bishop opened the meeting by
affirming that he wished to discuss the
sensitivity  of parishioners attending Fr.
Nicholas Mary’s Masses which he said
greatly distressed him, and he later
confirmed that he had called the meeting
“so as to ask you to not invite Fr. Nicholas
Mary to Shetland or to attend his Mass if
he is invited by someone else.”

One parishioner had to leave the meeting
early, but not before refusing to promise
that she would not attend Fr Nicholas
Mary’s Masses.

Obviously, this report is not necessarily the
mind of the parishioner who left early. Any
report from her would have to be submitted
separately. The remaining two - longtime
readers and supporters of Catholic Truth -
made the following points:

1.   In their opinion the Second Vatican
Council is the greatest disaster in the
history of the Church and Pope John Paul
II the worst Pope in its history.

2.   They find it very hard to attend the
Novus Ordo Mass in their parish which is
largely devoid of any Catholicity or which
has been protestantised  and which often
seems more interested in ecumenism than
anything else. Long queues for
Communion are not matched by long
queues for Confession. Abuses which
gradually crept in following the
implementation of the Second Vatican

We fairly frequently hear that Bishop Hugh Gilbert of Aberdeen (left)
is our best hope for Scotland’s future, or words to that (wholly fictional)
effect. For no other reason than he is a former Benedictine abbot of
Pluscarden Abbey, he appears to be widely regarded as “traditional” - as if being a
Benedictine - abbot or not - is some kind of immunity from the diabolical disorientation
currently sweeping the Church. Well, let’s nail that lie. A couple of our readers, and one
other parishioner, from St Margaret’s parish in the Shetland Isles, were invited to meet with
the Bishop in June. Read what happened at this meeting and see if you think Bishop Gilbert
is the Scottish episcopal equivalent to the best thing since sliced bread...

Council, and which they find offensive,
have now largely been legalised.  These
include excessive use of extraordinary
ministers of Communion (which now are
completely ordinary), Communion in the
hand, lack of devotion receiving
Communion, girl altar servers, receipt of
Communion by people who are objectively
known to be in a state of serious sin and so
on. They also commented that Vatican II
had never sanctioned Mass being said by
the priest facing the congregation (or, they
wondered, should that be ‘audience’?)

3.   They commented that the faithful are
encouraged  to become involved with other
denominations e.g. Baptists, Methodists
etc., and the Bishop agreed.   Yet any
involvement with the SSPX leads to
censure.  They asked the Bishop to clarify
the Church’s position on ecumenism
pointing out that until fifty years ago the
Church taught that the Catholic Church is
the sole means of salvation and that the
one true church established by Christ is the
Catholic Church.

4.   In their opinion, and in the opinions of
many others - including the recognised
Fatima experts - Our Lady’s call for Russia
to be consecrated to Her Immaculate Heart
has still not been obeyed.

5.  They reminded the bishop that he had
personally requested a Marian shrine in
Shetland and that they had offered, free of
charge, some land for this purpose, but the
idea had been rejected by the parish
council on the grounds that it would offend
Protestants.  They pointed out, too, that the
months of May and June had passed
without any mention of Our Lady or the
Sacred Heart, even though the church is
consecrated to the latter.

6.  Importantly, they read an extract from a
speech by Cardinal Hoyos concerning the
status of the SSPX - which the Bishop hotly
contested.

…Monsignor Lefebvre did not back
off…

Castrillón Hoyos:
Unfortunately Monsignor Lefebvre
went ahead with the consecration and
hence the situation of separation came
about, even if it was not a formal
schism. (Emphasis added)
(Interview in the prestigious Italian journal

30Days, No. 9, 2005)
And…
In an interview published February 8,
2007, in the German Die Tagespost,
Cardinal Castrillón said he rejected the
term and idea of "ecumenism" with
reference to the SSPX:
Please accept that I reject the term
"ecumenism ad intra."
The bishops, priests and faithful of the
Society of St Pius X are not schismatics.
It is Archbishop Lefebrve who has
undertaken an illicit Episcopal
consecration and therefore performed a
schismatic act.1 It is for this reason that
the Bishops consecrated by him have
been suspended and excommunicated 2

The priests and faithful of the Society
have not been excommunicated. They are
not heretics.

Footnotes:
1 See Schism & Monsignor Lefebvre, p.19
2 These excommunications were lifted and declared null
by authority of Pope Benedict in 2009.

The (then) President of the Pontifical
Council Ecclesia Dei (PCED), Darío
Cardinal Castrillón Hoyos  repeatedly
stated in at least five separate public
interviews in Catholic and secular
media that the lay faithful and priests
of the SSPX are not schismatics nor in
formal schism. Some extracts follow…

SSPX - The Truth
Rome has spoken!

HOYOS: At the World Day of Youth in Cologne
there was a considerable group of young people
attached to the traditional Mass…

Continued on page 18
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I had strong reservations
about going to (the new) Mass
because of what I'd heard at the

conference and because I knew
the MP would be there and  I didn't trust
myself to say nothing. I know now I should
have prayed to the Holy Spirit for self-
control because I ended up stopping the
MP before he went into the church and
saying: Excuse me. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church teaches that you should
not approach for Holy Communion in a
state of mortal sin.

His reply was: Well you've broken the law
too I just saw you park on a yellow line.

I wish I had kept my head at that point but
I was so enraged I just began shouting so
that everyone going into the church could
hear me: This man voted in favour of same
sex marriage how dare he come into this
church.

I remember seeing someone  kneeling
down and praying in front of the statue of
the Virgin Mary at the door to the church.
The MP's wife told me to be quiet and then
the priest (not the PP) came running out
and told me to calm down. I saw the MP
hesitate at the statue of the Virgin Mary and
then he turned and walked away from the
church.

I thought then that perhaps I'd pricked his
conscience but no, he was back for the
(later) Mass.

It enrages me that this MP can attend Mass
without a word of admonishment from any
of the priests. It means that people see him
at Mass and think he is a practising
Catholic and vote for him or because
no-one is admonishing him they think that
the Church agrees with what he has done.

I do wish I hadn't lost my temper and
resorted to such guerrilla tactics but I now
also have very little confidence in Bishop
Robson even raising this at the Bishop's
conference. In his letter to me he said: you
never know a communicant's intentions just

A number of lay people who are not on our mailing list, but  who either saw our Conference
advertised online or were told about it by friends, came along to participate in our conversation
on ‘Keeping the Faith A Guide For A New Generation’ at Celtic Park on 8th June. One such lady,
from Edinburgh, - we’ll call her Miss Terry - was interested to attend because she was surprised at her priest’s
reaction when she approached him to express concern that her Member of Parliament (Mark Lazarowicz MP) was
being given Holy Communion at Mass after having voted to legalise same-sex marriage in the recent parliamentary
debate. She’d politely asked her Parish Priest, Monsignor Michael Regan, St Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh, to
enforce Canon Law # 915 which prohibits Communion being given to “manifest public sinners” - only to find
herself accused of being uncharitably “judgmental”. Happily, she did not fall for this modernist modus operandi. On
the contrary, since the priest wouldn’t do his duty, Miss Terry decided to do hers, by exercising her prophetic
vocation as a Baptised, Confirmed Catholic. Below she tells what happened as a result, in her own words. Editorial
comment appended. NB:Miss Terry is quite prepared to reveal her identity. But, me? I just love mysteries…

before Communion.  I think I could take a
pretty good guess at the intentions of a man
who equates voting for same sex marriage
with parking on a yellow line. END

Miss Terry Part 1: Catholic MP: Same-Sex Marriage OK -
Just don’t park on a yellow line…

By “losing her temper” our brave reader
demonstrated that, unlike her Parish Priest,
she cares for the eternal destiny of the soul
of her Member of Parliament who is, without
a doubt, objectively in a state of mortal sin
and, as every Catholic should know, un-
repented, one mortal sin can take us to Hell
forever.

To speak calmly and give the impression
of being “in control” of oneself is fine - in the
right place, at the right time. Probably most
of the time.

However, it is a huge mistake to think that
because someone speaks forcefully, even
in obvious anger, that somehow they are
“not in control” of themselves. A loss of
temper and forceful speech, (and that
includes raised voice, even “shouting”), are
not always the same thing. Some things are
more important than “image” - or even
“self-control” -  eternal salvation is one.

When Our Lord took a corded whip and
chased the money-changers out of the
temple, he is unlikely to have been calmly
smiling as he told them they had turned His
Father’s House into a den of thieves (Matt
21:12). And when He called Herod “that fox”
(Luke 13:32) can you imagine his tone of
voice? I have not a shred of doubt that,
were Our Lord facing that same MP in those
same circumstances, foxes and corded
whips would be the least of Monsignor
Michael Regan’s worries. We’re talking,
remember, about Governments overturning
God’s law, to the point where men may
legally marry men. Gerragrip!

It is a very serious matter indeed, then, for
priests to refuse to enforce Canon Law in
this regard, not only because of the danger

to the soul of the person concerned (in this
case an Edinburgh MP - and all the other
Catholic MP’s who shamefully voted for this
evil legislation) but also because of the fact
that others will be led astray when they see
priests giving Holy Communion to men and
women who have publicly voted to reject
God’s law. The message is that it can’t be
that serious a sin if the politicians can still
receive Holy Communion.

A Fly on the Wall in Edinburgh…

Editor Comments…

Miss Terry, to her credit, far from being put
off by the dismissive attitude of her parish
priest, decided to follow up this issue by
writing to the relevant hierarchy. Some
readers may feel uncomfortable that we
are able to quote from the personal
correspondence between Miss Terry and
the hierarchy. I’ve sometimes had
reservations myself when asked about
this. My reflexive response to the question
of whether it is right to put the contents of
such letters in the public forum has, on
occasion, been “no” but my considered
response is nearly always “yes, definitely”.

Why? Well, for one thing, priests and
bishops, like other professionals and
public figures, should have nothing to hide.
Their statements to parishioners and to
other correspondents should always be in
conformity with Catholic teaching and
discipline, and if they are not, they should
be prepared to face the same public
scrutiny as any doctor who writes to a
patient with advice about the best way to
kill his grandmother.

Kudos to Miss Terry - a professional
person herself - who understands the
meaning of true discretion, which is not,

Miss Terry Part 2:
Hierarchy - the poor
MP’s need support not
“condemnation”…

Continued on p.16, column 1
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the ability merely to keep things secret.
Discretion is, in fact, the ability to decide
freely and responsibly how best to use
information in any given situation.

Which, then, is more important: to keep this
correspondence secret or to choose to use
it in a manner which may doubly serve as
an education to the scandalised faithful to
alert them to the negligence of  the clergy
in this matter, and - who knows - perhaps
help bring the clergy and hierarchy to right
thinking. They do not appear to realise, for
example, that by not enforcing Canon Law,
they are actually being most uncharitable
towards the MP’s concerned, and they are
enabling the spread of the very same evil
legislation which they purport to denounce.
If there is no Church sanction for a Catholic
politician voting for evil legislation, why not
vote for it?   This is not, unfortunately, the
way the bishops are currently looking at the
issue, judging by their replies to our reader.

In his letter dated 4th June, Bishop Robson,
Auxiliary in the Archdiocese of St Andrew’s
& Edinburgh, acknowledged the
seriousness of the issue, which, he said,
“inspired”  him to consult with  Archbishop
Philip Tartaglia, Apostolic Administrator of
the Archdiocese of St Andrew’s &
Edinburgh at the present time.

Bishop Robson wrote: While it is true that
Canon 915 assumes that those
persevering in manifest grave sin ought to
be refused Holy Communion, to do so can
cause great scandal in itself… it is very
difficult to know the intentions which lie
within the heart of a communicant while at
Mass… This issue, as you know, has been
an extremely delicate and awkward one in
the context of the North American Church.

Stop right there…

What Bishop Robson is effectively saying
here is that the last thing the Scottish
bishops want is the kind of “bad publicity”
(in the eyes of the worldly) that followed the
conscientious decision of a minority of
American bishops who enforced canon 915
and refused Holy Communion to Catholic
politicians who voted to support immoral
Government legislation, in this case, pro-
abortion politicians.  Better, it seems, to
allow sacrilegious reception of the
Eucharist, than suffer a bad press. God
won’t mind.

If only their easy-going “God” were the God
of divine revelation, but the fact is, we’re
“stuck” with the God of both the Old and
the New Testaments, revealed to us as a
God whose furious anger is a key part of
His perfect nature: For if we sin wilfully after
having the knowledge of the truth, there is
now left no sacrifice for sins. But a certain
dreadful expectation of judgement, and the
rage of a fire which shall consume the
adversaries. A man making void the law of
Moses dieth without any mercy under two
or three witnesses. (Hebrews 10:26-28)

A Fly on the Wall in Edinburgh… Continued from p.15
Monsignor Regan apparently failed to tell
Mark Lazarowicz MP that his objectively
grave sin meant that he could not receive
Holy Communion without a public act of
repentance. The Monsignor didn’t tell him
that he simply must make public reparation
for his public attack on God’s moral law
before presenting to receive Our Lord in
Holy Communion again. This failure to do
his duty by the MP and before God, places
the Monsignor in the category of those who
“sin wilfully after having knowledge of the
truth” even if (at a stretch of the most naïve
imagination) the MP were ignorant of the
immorality of his support for same-sex
marriage. A key question, of course, has
to be this: does Monsigor Regan himself
actually believe homosexual activity to
be a grave sin, displeasing to God?

So, forget “bad temper”. Our reader is to
be commended for the righteous zeal she
has displayed, not only in confronting the
MP in person about his unconscionable
breach of canon law following his vote in
the House of Commons, but in following
this matter through. Having been fobbed
off by her parish priest, she then wrote to
the Apostolic Nuncio in London,
Archbishop Antonio Mennini, who, while
expressing sympathy, explained that he
had “no right to interfere”.  Following the
correct procedure, he suggested that she
write instead to the Apostolic Administrator
of St Andrew’s and Edinburgh, Archbishop
Philip Tartaglia (Letter from Nuncio, dated
19/6/13).

Archbishop Tartaglia replied in a letter
dated 22/6/13, to confirm the agreement
he’d reached with Bishop Robson which is,
essentially, to follow the line of least
resistance and not apply Canon Law to the
MP in question. The Archbishop begins by
stating that his assessment is “provisional”
because “I realise that I may still not be in
possession of all the facts.” Fudge. A
Catholic MP voted for same-sex marriage
and unless he’s mentally impaired, does
not possess a TV or radio or is unable to
read the newspapers, has no access to a
priest to check his position on such an
important moral matter, then Mark
Lazarowicz MP - like every other Catholic
MP in the UK - knows that he cannot vote
for same-sex marriage  without, ipso facto,
- automatically - placing himself outside of
the Church. A conscientious parish priest
would have ensured that the MP had this
fact at the forefront of his mind well before
the parliamentary vote.

Ever the smooth-talking politician himself,
Archbishop Tartaglia, writes:

I agree with you that a Catholic MP who
votes for same sex marriage is voting for
something which is objectively and
seriously wrong. In so doing, he or she is
cooperating with a serious objective evil.
As such he or she should consider
whether they ought to refrain from Holy
Communion. (Emphasis added)

Continued on p.17

Amidst the dark clouds overshadowing
the island of Ireland, we cling to our rosa-
ries, as did the dead generations, and
pray with absolute confidence in Mary,
Mother of God and Mediatrix of all graces.
We pray with certain knowledge that in the
end Her Immaculate Heart will triumph.

Our Lady of Knock, ora pro nobis

Abortion in Ireland -
Shameful attack on God’s Law,
Continued from p.13 …

Leo Clear is a Dublin
based accountant and
regular contributor to the
Catholic Truth blog.

The above article is an abridged
version: the article can be read in
full on the Catholic Truth blog:
visit Irish Abortion Bill Passed…

USA -
Canon 915
Applied by
Minority of
Bishops only…
Judie Brown of American Life League (ALL)
suggests sending a similar directive1 to
American bishops, "encouraging them to
reflect on the words of the pope and to, in fact,
enforce Canon Law 915 in this country so that
pro-abortionists in public life who claim to be
Catholic can no longer receive Holy
Communion because they will be denied the
sacrament."

Judie Brown noted that if church laws are not
enforced, the leadership develops a mentality
that it is acceptable to break them.

"There have been a few bishops in the United
States, I believe there are 12 of them, who
have said they would deny communion,"
Brown tells OneNewsNow. "But when you
have a majority of bishops - in fact a vast
majority, more than 190 - who will not enforce
the law, then the bishops make a mockery of
the sacrament of Eucharist. And of course,
pro-abortion politicians in particular take
advantage of that at every turn."

Footnote:
1 In late March, Pope Francis sent a letter to his former
bishops in Argentina instructing them to follow church
teachings and deny communion to those who support
abortion, euthanasia, and crimes against the family. "This
responsibility weighs particularly over legislators, heads
of governments, and health professionals," said the letter.
http://www.onenewsnow.com/church/2013/05/10/catholic-
bishops-in-us-urged-to-deny-communion-to-pro-
aborts#.UeF6TI1wYb1

http://www.onenewsnow.com/church/2013/05/10/catholic-bishops-in-us-urged-to-deny-communion-to-pro-aborts#.UeF6TI1wYb1 
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A Fly on the Wall in Edinburgh… Continued from p.16
And then, grasping at straws, Archbishop
Tartaglia argues:

I do not agree that Canon 915 applies in
the present case of Mark Lazarowicz MP.
The Canon states:

“Those upon whom the penalty of
excommunication or interdict has been
imposed or declared, and others who
obstinately persist in manifest grave sin,
are not to be admitted to Holy Communion.”

I understand this Canon to refer to persons
against whom an ecclesiastical penalty has
already been levelled or who have been
formally warned at least once so that they
can be said to “obstinately persist” in the
manifest grave sin. To the best of my
knowledge Mark Lazarowicz MP does not
fall into these categories. I am therefore
inclined to conclude that Canon 915 is not
applicable. I would say, too, that, although
I believe that to support same sex marriage
by voting it into being is “objectively and
seriously wrong”, that may not be quite the
same as committing “manifest grave sin”.

Did you ever read such madness? Of
course it’s “manifest public sin” for a
Catholic politician to publicly vote to
legalise evil behaviours, when the legal
behaviours have been so publicly
condemned by Church sources throughout
the various debates, even if the politician’s
individual conscience has not been
properly formed due to the negligence of
teachers, priests and bishops these past
fifty years.

Any serious Canon Lawyer would laugh
these pitiful episcopal defences out of
court. And here’s one who did just that:
referring to an American Catholic politician
whose public support for abortion
continued even after being denied Holy
Communion, Dr Edward Peters, writes:

…the canonical understanding of
manifest in this context seems closely
to parallel the 1917 Code concept of
"public and notorious" which
encompassed those who, although not
convicted in an ecclesiastical tribunal,
nevertheless admitted their actions…
Thus, by either criterion (notoriety or
self-admission), we may conclude that
the politician's action was manifest.
Thus, by either criterion (notoriety or
self-admission), we may conclude that
the politician's action was manifest.1

Archbishop Tartaglia’s letter so far, surely
reveals him to be guilty of negligence, of
abandonment of duty, of condoning evil by
failing to act to prevent it, you name it: that’s
the crime. Now we get to the motive…

I am mindful that the use of Canon 915 in
cases such as this in other places in the
world has been controversial, with
Cardinals and Archbishops expressing
markedly different judgments.2

And the controversy to which I refer was
not over voting in favour of same-sex

FROM THE  BLOG
(Nothing) alters the fact that Catholic
politicians who vote in favour of evil
legislation, or who approve the false
conscience of their fellows to do so,
have placed themselves outside the
Church, regardless of whether or not
that canonical censure is declared
formally. If they are permitted to
receive Holy Communion by negligent
bishops and priests, then all they do is
add to their mortal sin the sin of
sacrilege.

One thing they cannot
say now is that they
didn’t know what
they were doing.
Your letter to Rob
Flello1 has clarified
the teaching of the
Church and this blog has
enhanced that clarification with further
evidence, most notably the two papal
extracts relating to proper conscience
posted by Leo above.

I state once more for the record that no
one may under any circumstances
whatsoever accord to conscience the
right to offend against the law of God
as expressed by the infallible moral
teaching of the Catholic Church.
Arguments to the contrary, no matter
how cleverly constructed, are bogus
and scandalous...

Nine Ways of Being an Accessory to
Another’s Sin

A) have I knowingly caused others to
sin?
B) have I co-operated in the sins of
others:

1. By counsel. 2. By command. 3. By
consent. 4. By provocation. 5. By
praise or flattery. 6. By concealment.
7. By partaking. 8. By silence. 9. By
defence of the ill done?

Bishops and priests, take note!

(Athanasius, Catholic MP’s and (lack of) Conscience,
Catholic Truth blog, 16/7/13)

Footnote:
1 See Westminster Catholic M.P.s:  Catholic Truth =
Catholic Taliban, page 7

marriage but about
voting for abortion
which, if anything, is a
more heinous sin3…In
this situation where the
application of Canon 915 is
uncertain and controversial even within the
Church, it may do more harm than good to
appeal to this canon. And for that same
reason, I do not think a formal warning of
the possibility of canonical penalties would
be either helpful or effective at this point.4

The Archbishop replies to Miss Terry’s
report that there “may be a public scandal
around Mr Lazarowicz’s behaviour among
the parishioners of St Mary’s Cathedral” by
writing that he “would really like to hear this
from the Parish Priest”. Evidently he has
failed to join up the dots. Since Monsignor
Regan refuses to apply Canon 915, the
thought of scandal isn’t keeping him awake
at night.5 The archbishop, then, is in for a
long wait.

Archbishop Tartaglia then opines that
“Catholic politicians in this country, rather
than condemnation, are more in need of
support, encouragement and guidance.
The Church needs to find more effective
ways of engaging with Catholic politicians.”

The only words in Archbishop Tartaglia’s
letter that are worth the paper they are
written upon are these concluding words of
his letter to Miss Terry: This is a difficult
time for the Church and we will  need to
trust in the Lord more than ever.” Amen to
that.
Footnotes
1 Edward Peters, “Denial of the Eucharist to pro-
abortion politicians”, Homiletic & Pastoral Review (Oct 1990)
28-32, 48-49.
http://www.canonlaw.info/a_denialofeucharist.htm#_ftn17
2The work of the devil will infiltrate even into the Church
in such a way that one will see cardinals opposing cardinals,
bishops against other bishops. The priests who venerate me
will be scorned and opposed by their confreres (other priests).
Churches and altars will be sacked. The Church will be full
of those who accept compromises and the demon will press
many priests and consecrated souls to leave the service of the
Lord." Third Message of Our Lady of Akita to Sr Agnes,
13th October, 1973 http://www.ewtn.com/library/mary/akita.htm
(Emphases added)
3 Note: both sodomy and wilful murder (including abortion)
are among the sins which “cry to heaven for vengeance”.
However,  the then Archbishop-designate of Glasgow,
Tartaglia went on the record before taking office, saying that
he expects to be imprisoned for his (Catholic) stance, not on
abortion, but on homosexuality: here’s an extract from one
online news report -
In response to the news that Alex Salmond plans to legalise
gay ‘marriage’ within the year Archbishop-designate
Tartaglia of Glasgow has said that he can see that his own
defence of marriage could result in him being imprisoned at
some stage in the next 15 years: “I could see myself going to
jail possibly at some point over the next 15 years, if God
spares me, if I speak out,” Archbishop Tartaglia said in an
interview with Scottish Television News (STV) News July
24 2012
4 In other words, Archbishop Tartaglia is not even in favour
of the priest speaking to the MP to warn him that he should
refrain from Holy Communion or risk being denied at the
place where altar rails used be, precisely for the purpose of
helping to remind us of Who it is that we receive in Holy
Communion, and that we incur the wrath of God if we receive
Him unworthily: For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily
eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not discerning the
body of the Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:29)
5 For more on Monsignor Regan, see Cardinal O’Brien &
Absent “Friends”, p.6
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A Fly on the Wall in Aberdeen… Continued from p.14
7.  Our readers referred to the author of the
new Mass, Archbishop Bugnini, and
questioned by what authority he had
re-written the Mass and by what authority
the Papal Bull of Pope Pius V had been
overthrown.

SSPX - The Truth…

HOYOS: …in the traditionalist world, in
proportion, the number of priestly vocations is
decidedly superior to that of many diocese in
the Church.

Darío Cardinal Castrillón Hoyos
nails more lies during the famous
interview 30Days interview:
(30Days, Issue No. 9, 2005):

It is known that the Saint Pius X
Fraternity is asking the Holy See for a
liberalization of the so-called
Tridentine Mass and a declaration
affirming that this liturgy has never
been abolished.
HOYOS: The Mass of Saint Pius V
has never been abolished.
As for liberalization, I remember that
under the pontificate of John Paul II
there was a meeting of all the
department heads of the Roman Curia,
in which the vast majority were not
against such a request. It would be
dangerous to create opposition
between the old rite and the new. The
liturgy cannot be a battlefield. As
priest, as cardinal and as Prefect of
the Congregation for the Clergy, I feel
great pain in seeing the unacceptable
language at times used of the wish of
Jesus to give his own body and blood,
and to entrust them to his Church. And
this is true of some spokesmen of the
Saint Pius X Fraternity, but not only
them.

And…
HOYOS: At the World Day of Youth
in Cologne there was a considerable
group of young people attached to the
traditional mass. The echoes have
been positive. And it shows how short-
sighted it is to consider the
traditionalist phenomenon as on the
way to exhaustion. Not least because
in the traditionalist world, in
proportion, the number of priestly
vocations is decidedly superior to that
of many diocese in the Church.

And…
(A senior) cardinal suggested that the
SSPX should recognize the legitimacy
of the present Pontiff
HOYOS: Unfortunately that is
proof that within the Church,
even at high levels, there is not
always full knowledge of the
Fraternity. The Fraternity has always
recognized in John Paul II, and now in
Benedict XVI, the legitimate successor
of Saint Peter. That is not a problem.

In their famous letter (and accompanying
critical study of the new Mass, Cardinals
Ottaviani and Bacci wrote the following to His
Holiness Pope Paul VI September 25th, 1969:
[T]he Novus Ordo represents, both as a whole
and in its details, a striking departure from the
Catholic theology of the Mass as it was
formulated in Session XXII of the Council of
Trent. The "canons" of the rite definitively fixed
at that time provided an insurmountable barrier
to any heresy directed against the integrity of
the Mystery… The pastoral reasons adduced
to support such a grave break with tradition,
even if such reasons could be regarded as
holding good in the face of doctrinal
considerations, do not seem to us sufficient.
Visit www.catholictruthscotland.com and select
Mass page, (‘concerns of top prelates) to read
the entire ‘Ottaviani Intervention’.

He found our readers’ comments about
Vatican II and Pope John Paul II unhelpful
and negative.

Whilst he intends to write to them more
extensively on ecumenism he pointed out
that the Second Vatican Council teaches
that the one true Church “subsists” in the
Catholic Church and not “is” the Catholic
Church (Ed: see Archbishop of Glasgow:
Catholic Church Not Yet “Complete”,  p.21, for
more on this heresy).

All baptised Christians are connected to
the Church by their baptism.
The previous prohibition on attending
other denominational services up to the
time of Vatican ii were disciplinary matters
which have now been relaxed.

Communion under both kinds is simply
enacting what Jesus did at the Last
Supper and he clearly strongly supported
it.

He sees no problem with female altar
servers.  The Parish Priest said: “we are
all one family so they should be included”.
The bishop took the line that if a father

Summary…

Continued on page 19

"Quo Primum" is a papal bull decreed by
Pope St. Pius V on July 14, 1570, which
set in stone for all time the exactness of
the holy sacrifice of the Mass to be said
in the mother tongue of the Church. To
read a very clear explanation of the
authority of this papal bull, visit
http://archives.sspx.org/motu_proprio/legitima
cy_of_quo_primum_today.htm

They mentioned Cardinal Ottaviani (who
was basically dismissed as an oddity). The
Bishop mentioned Cardinal Bacci in the
same context.

The Bishop’s comments can probably be
briefly summarised as follows:-

sees that his children are
constantly contravening
the rules, he may change
the rules.  As one of the
authors of this report
remarked: Some father
he would make!

The Bishop made no comment
about extraordinary ministers of
Communion. He did not deny that
Communion is being administered to some
who were objectively in a state of mortal
sin, nor did he say that it was the
responsibility of the priest to try to prevent
this.

He hotly denied that
parishes have been
“protestantised”.

He made no comment on
Fatima. Our reader questions whether the
Bishop even believes it.

He stated that everything a good Catholic
needs to grow in the faith is contained in
the teachings of Vatican II interpreted in the
light of Tradition and in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church (CCC).   Our readers
astutely remark that they are not sure how
one interprets the novus ordo according to
Tradition. And nor, be assured, does the
Bishop.
He made some negative comments about
the old Mass.
(Ed: notice: nobody may criticise the novus
ordo but it’s open season on the ancient
Mass)

The PP said that he attended the old Mass
and that “it does not say anything” to him.
Not pulling any punches the co-author of
this report informed him that it didn’t matter
whether the Mass “said anything to him” -
it’s pleasing God that matters, not pleasing
him or any other human being. Let’s hope
she’s not harbouring any secret ambitions
to be appointed Pastoral Assistant in St
Margaret’s!
He stated several times during the meeting
that they were attacking the indefectibility
of the Church and the Pope and that by not
moving forward and endorsing the
teachings of Vatican II they would end up
making up their own religion.

Our readers went on to  mention two good
bishops in England, Bishops Davies and
Egan but he stated that those bishops are
good bishops but totally subscribe to the
teachings of Vatican II and all that has
followed whilst accepting there have been
abuses which need to be addressed.

http://www.catholictruthscotland.com
http://archives.sspx.org/motu_proprio/legitimacy_of_quo_primum_today.htm
http://archives.sspx.org/motu_proprio/legitimacy_of_quo_primum_today.htm
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It is not a doctrine of the faith that
the Second Vatican Council was a
genuine ecumenical council, but it
is a dogmatic fact. Rejection of the
validity of the Council thus might
be argued to be incompatible with
being a Catholic.
However, the Society of St Pius
X  (SSPX) acknowledges that the
Second Vatican Council was a
genuine ecumenical council. As
for the teaching of the Council,
the SSPX accepts all the
teachings of the Council that
prior to the Council were taught
as doctrines of the faith.
No new doctrines were defined
by the Council as is evident both
from the content of the conciliar
documents themselves – which do
not contain anything in the form of
a solemn definition – and from
Paul VI’s assertion in his discourse
closing the Council on December
7, 1965, where he explicitly stated
that the Council was not dogmatic,
in fact did not …
“[wish] to issue extraordinary
dogmatic pronouncements”.
In rejecting certain teachings of the
Council, the SSPX thus does not
reject any teachings of the faith. Its
rejection of these teachings
therefore cannot be said to be
grounds for doubting that it is
Catholic. (Taken from Cardinal Koch and the
SSPX, Angelus Press, 21st February, 2013)

Must Catholics Accept
Vatican II?

Bishop Gilbert did not deny that there have
been abuses and that the Council has not
always been interpreted as was intended
but he did not see this as requiring more
than correction. He stated that there was
great growth in the mainstream Church and
that many seminaries overseas which
adhere to Vatican II are full.

A Fly on the Wall in Aberdeen… Continued from p.18

At the World Day of Youth
in Cologne there was a
considerable group of
young people attached to

the traditional mass. The echoes have
been positive. And it shows how short-
sighted it is to consider the traditionalist
phenomenon as on the way to
exhaustion. Not least because in the
traditionalist world, in proportion, the
number of priestly vocations is decidedly
superior to that of many diocese in the
Church.
Darío Cardinal Castrillón Hoyos, Interview in
30Days, No. 9, 2005)

There is a very old 'rule of law' (Regulaluris
15) which gives the benefit of any doubt in
cases of penal law: Odia restringi, et fa-
vores convenit ampliari. In other words, if
there is a doubt whether a penalty has
been incurred in a particular case, it means
that it has not been incurred. It is not,
therefore, necessary to prove that the Con-
secrations were morally innocent and done
under necessity; it is enough to show suffi-
cient serious arguments to establish that
there is a doubt, so the six bishops are not
excommunicated under Canon 1382.

But the decree of the Sacred Congregation
for Bishops goes further by declaring the
six bishops to be schismatics and so also
automatically excommunicated under
Canon 1364.1. It further warns the faithful
that if they support “the schism of Mons.
Lefebvre, they too will be ipso facto ex-
communicated”. This charge involves a
large and unjustified mental leap. It is
made by the Pope in his Apostolic letter
'Ecclesia Dei' of 2nd July 1988. Speaking
of the Consecrations, he writes:

In itself, this act was one of disobedience
to the Roman Pontiff in a very grave matter
and of supreme importance for the unity of
the Church, such as is the ordination of
bishops whereby the apostolic succession
is sacramentally perpetuated. Hence such
disobedience - which implied in practice
the rejection of the Roman primacy - con-
stitutes a schismatic act.

It does nothing of the sort. Schism, defined
in Canon 751, means refusal of subjection
to the Supreme Pontiff of refusal of com-
munion with other members of the Church.
A mere act of disobedience to a superior
does not imply denial that the superior
holds office or has authority.

The child who says, 'I won't!' to his mother
does not deny that she is his mother; the
soldier ordered to polish his buttons by his
officer, who instead smokes a cigarette, is
not denying the validity of the Queen's
Commission. Again, for the charge of
'Schism' to stick, it must be certain beyond
all reasonable doubt. In a word, the six
bishops have not incurred excommunica-
tion for schism so those who adhere to
them cannot be excommunicated either.

The above extract is from an article written by
By Rev.T.C.G. Glover, an Oratorian Canonist,
who worked for the Vatican for many years…

To read entire article visit
http://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/Archbishop-
Lefebvre/Schism-and-Monsignor-Lefebvre.htm

Schism &
Monsignor
Lefebvre

The Bishop urged the group to consider
that there is another perspective which
would be positive and in accordance with
God’s will.   He assured them that the
Council Fathers had gone to great lengths
to ensure that the changes in the Church
following the Council were in accordance
with Tradition.

The meeting concluded with our readers
saying that they would have to agree to
disagree.

Our Lady

of

Good Succour,

once by this comely shore

men looked to thy protection

and favours would implore.

To serve thy Son still guide us,

O patroness serene;

for Scotland is thy kingdom,

Our Lady of Aberdeen.

(From Hymn to
Our Lady of Aberdeen)

http://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/Archbishop-Lefebvre/Schism-and-Monsignor-Lefebvre.htm
http://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/Archbishop-Lefebvre/Schism-and-Monsignor-Lefebvre.htm


Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics           20

A Fly on the Wall in Glasgow…
Unbeknown to the organisers, Catholic
Truth was represented in the audience at
a couple of the talks in the series on the
450th Anniversary of the Council of Trent,
held in St Peter’s church hall in Partick
during the month of Our Lady, in May.

Fr Willy Slavin of the notorious dissenting
publication Open House, led the events,
acting as Master of Ceremonies for the
evening.

This brief report covers only the talk by
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow (21
May) on The Decree on the Eucharist) and
Fr Willie McFadden’s talk (28 May) on the
“consequences” after the Council of Trent,
which can best be summed up by the
recurring claim that Trent was really only a
preparation for Vatican II. Crackers.

Great play was made by the speakers, in
an apparent attempt to manipulate the
historical circumstances of the day, to
undermine the authority of Trent. These
bishops and those bishops didn’t attend
and the Protestants couldn’t make it -
everything dressed up to blame the Fathers
of the Council and to imply that, had the
absent bishops and the Protestants
attended, the “spirit of Vatican II” would
have come to save us all much sooner. Yet,
the truth is, the Church authorities did
everything in their power to make Trent as
- how can I put it… oh yes - as “inclusive”
as possible:

The Netherlander Peter van der Vorst was
sent to Germany to persuade the German
ruling princes to take part. The Protestant
rulers received the ambassador most
ungraciously; at Smalkald they refused the
invitation curtly, although in 1530 they had
demanded a council. Francis I took
advantage of the war that had broken out
between himself and Charles in 1536 to
declare the journey of the French bishops
to the council impossible. (Catholic
Encyclopaedia online)

The fact is, legates were sent here, there
and everywhere, including England, with
invitations to the Council. Henry VIII
avoided answering at all, and the German
Protestants refused to accept the condition
laid down by the Pope. And, er, what was
that “condition”? It’s important that we
know, because the modernists very
naughtily suggest that the Protestants were
invited to the Council of Trent to launch a
“dialogue”, a bit of a warm-up for Vatican
II’s revolutionary concept of a new Church
of Christ that extends beyond the
boundaries of the  Catholic Church.1

In fact, the condition laid down for the new
Protestants to attend the Council of Trent
was that they return to the obedience of the
Church. No “dialogue” this: they were
invited to Trent in order to be corrected, to
afford them an opportunity to be restored

to full communion. (cf Catholic Encyclopaedia
online)

Easily the most interesting thing about
Archbishop Tartaglia’s talk on the subject
of the Eucharist, isn’t actually anything he
said about the Eucharist, or even about
Trent; no, easily the most illuminating
aspect of the Archbishop’s input, was his
obviously friendly relationship with the MC,
Fr Willy Slavin of Open House infamy.

There they were at front of house - while
the gullible lambs gathered for the
modernist slaughter - in a veritable back-
slapping, fun-filled conversation, which
friendly ethos pervaded the evening. And
the Archbishop didn’t turn a mitre when Fr
Slavin pointed to a pile of copies of Open
House a matter of inches away from the
Archbishop’s elbow, urging the audience
(of, largely, Senior Citizens) to help
themselves  - this being the month of Mary
he clearly didn’t want anyone to miss Fr
Willie McFadden’s mockery of “Marian
Maximalism” (an original, at least, insult to
Our Lady) in his ironically entitled article:
Celebrating the Year of Faith with Mary
(Open House, May, 2013, Issue no. 229)

Archbishop Tartaglia, in his (at that point in
time) latest act of treachery, remained
silent. Pontius Pilate was troubled in his
conscience at the part he played in Christ’s
suffering and death, and Judas Iscariot
wept bitter tears of despair over his
betrayal.  Archbishop Tartaglia, on the other
hand, smiled, quite at peace with himself,
it seems, despite the judgment facing him
for condoning the spread of the poisonous
anti-Catholic Theology for the Brain Dead
that he was letting loose among the souls
entrusted to his pastoral care.  So much for
the clergy who have tried to convince me
that he wouldn’t approve of Open House  if
he realised it contained dissent. Yeah, right.
About as much as the Scottish Tourist
Board wouldn’t approve of a prolonged
spell of hot, sunny weather.

Archbishop Tartaglia knows all about the
error and heresy, the dissent and the
defiance which is peddled in Open House.
Apart from the documented (and to date
unchallenged) reports in this newsletter
over many years, I know for a fact that at
least one reader has written to him on the
subject, and been fobbed off with the
non-defence of “me hear no evil, me see
no evil, me could do something about this
evil (but won’t bother)”. Indeed, he told our
reader that he didn’t actually know if Open
House were sold in his (then) diocese

(Paisley) adding, with what one
can only describe as highly
revealing sarcasm that,
nevertheless, he had every

confidence that our reader
would tell him, if the truth were to

the contrary.2 Ever wanted to bash a
bishop? One speaks metaphorically, of
course…

Moving on, the final talk
in the series was
delivered by Fr William
McFadden - who features in
the history books as the
Rector of Scotus Seminary when it closed
in 2009. Fr McFadden devoted his allotted
time to undermining the authority of  both
the Council and the papacy, and banging
on, as modernists tend to do, about the
“centralisation” of the Church in Rome. A
picture emerged of medieval churchmen
anxious to “reconcile” with the Protestants
using the Council to create a strong
papacy, as if the papacies hitherto had
been weak - St Peter eat your heart out!
The audience were told that one major
consequence after Trent was the “cult of
the pope” with no mention of the travelling,
hip-swinging, candle-stomping,3 Koran-
kissing, celebrity popes of the modern era.
Thanks to Vatican II, the story goes, the
popes were put in their place, à la
collegiality, where the pontiff is little more
than first among equals. No mention of
Lumen Gentium 25,4 of course - that
would’ve spoilt the party.

Essentially, Fr McFadden argued that,
because the very raison d'etre of the
Council of Trent was to take on the
Protestant Reformers (I paraphrase), then
the Council’s knee-jerk reaction (again I
paraphrase - oops! Sorry!) was to cling to
traditions - even if these were “mistakes”
such as clerical celibacy and Latin. “Thank
heavens” for Vatican II” which put right
these “mistakes” by sharing out papal
authority, doing away with Latin and, er,
clerical celibacy? Well, we’ll soon see that
off, just about sums up the contribution of
the Rev McFadden to the ruminations in St
Peter’s Partick, to mark the 450th

anniversary of the Council of Trent.
Goodness knows what they’ll cook up for
the 500th anniversary.  Count me out.

You can see why the seminary closed,
though, can’t you?

Footnotes:
1For more on this error, see Archbishop of Glasgow: Catholic
Church Not Yet  “Complete” p.21
2 This correspondence dates from the early days of the then
Bishop Tartaglia’s appointment to the Diocese of Paisley.
3 See World Youth Day videos on YouTube
4 …this infallibility with which the Divine Redeemer willed
His Church to be endowed in defining doctrine of faith and
morals, extends as far as the deposit of Revelation extends,
which must be religiously guarded and faithfully expounded.
And this is the infallibility which the Roman Pontiff, the head
of the college of bishops, enjoys in virtue of his office, when,
as the supreme shepherd and teacher of all the faithful, who
confirms his brethren in their faith,(166) by a definitive act
he proclaims a doctrine of faith or morals.(42*) And
therefore his definitions, of themselves, and not from the
consent of the Church, are justly styled irreformable, since
they are pronounced with the assistance of the Holy Spirit,
promised to him in blessed Peter, and therefore they need
no approval of others, nor do they allow an appeal to any
other judgment. For then the Roman Pontiff is not
pronouncing judgment as a private person, but as the
supreme teacher of the universal Church, in whom the
charism of infallibility of the Church itself is individually
present, he is expounding or defending a doctrine of Catholic
faith. (Vatican II: Lumen Gentium # 25)
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Advocatus Diaboli
("Advocate of the Devil" or "Devil's

Advocate").

A popular title given to one of the most
important officers of the Sacred
Congregation of Rites, established in 1587,
by Sixtus V to deal juridically with
processes of beatification and
canonisation.

His official title is Promoter of the Faith
(Promotor Fidei). His duty requires him to
prepare in writing all possible arguments,
even at times seemingly slight, against the
raising of any one to the honours of the
altar. The interest and honour of the Church
are concerned in preventing any one from
receiving those honours whose death is not
juridically proved  to have been "precious
in the sight of God" …

Prospero Lamertini, afterwards Pope
Benedict XIV (1740-58), was the Promoter
of the Faith for twenty years, and had every
opportunity to study the workings of the
Church in this most important function; he
was, therefore, peculiarly qualified to
compose his monumental work On the
Beatification and Canonisation of Saints,
which contains the complete vindication of
the rights of the Church in this matter, and
sets forth historically its extreme care of the
use of this right.

No important act in the process of
beatification or canonisation is valid unless
performed in the presence of the Promoter
of the Faith formally recognized. His duty
is to protest against the omission of the
forms laid down, and to insist upon the
consideration of any objection. The first
formal mention of such an officer is found
in the canonisation of St. Lawrence
Justinian under Leo X  (1513-21).Urban
VIII, in 1631, made his presence
necessary, at least by deputy, for the
validity of any act connected with the
process of beatification or canonisation.
From the Catholic Encyclopaedia online

Fast-Track
Canonisations …
Or
Waving
Goodbye To
the Church’s
Credibility

“Protestantism is nothing
more than another form of the
same true Christian religion,
in which form it is given to
please God equally as in the
Catholic Church” (Proposition 18)

And…
“The Church is not a true and
perfect society” (Proposition 19)

Syllabus of Errors
Pope Pius IX
The following

propositions are not
true, and  therefore,
stand condemned

Danger

Having been effectively kidnapped and
forced to cross the threshold of the Pauline
Bookshop in Glasgow in early June (long
story - don’t ask) I picked up a small book,
entitled ‘Catholic Update guide to Vatican
II’, one of a series, edited by Mary Carol
Kendzia. Flicking through it casually, posing
an an expert on Vatican II in case anyone
wondered, I couldn’t think of a printable
word to describe my dismay, as the entire
ethos of the text undermined the unique
nature and purpose of the Church. I
purchased a copy although parting with the
£3.95 almost killed me.  There goes another
MacDonald’s Happy Meal, I thought. Still,
what price heresy?
In due course, I wrote to Archbishop
Tartaglia to ask him to enforce Canon Law
# 823/1, quoting Ms Kendzia’s assertion
that the notorious “subsists” in Lumen
Gentium 8 is a change in the Church’s
traditional teaching, because “if the Council
Fathers had intended to say that the
Christian Church is identical with the
Catholic Church, they could have said so.
The fact is that they chose not to say this
and instead picked a word that may mean
that perhaps the Church of Christ extends...
beyond the Catholic Church”.

I am inclined to
hold (that) the
Roman Catholic
(sic) Church alone

is truly and fully the one
Church of Christ even if she is
not yet the Church of Christ in
her historical, visible and
eschatological completeness, given that
there have been and are other Christian
churches and communities, and there have
been and are sincere baptised  Christians in
these and other churches and ecclesial
communities who live in a real but
incomplete union with the Catholic Church.
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia in a letter to the Editor
of Catholic Truth, 21 June, 2013

Archbishop
of Glasgow:

Catholic Church
Not Yet “Complete”

Editor

Can. 823 §1

In order to safeguard the
integrity of faith and morals,
pastors of the Church have the
duty and the right to ensure that
in writings or in the use
of the means of social
communication there
should be no ill
effect on the faith
and morals of
Christ's faithful.
They also have
the duty and the
right to demand
that where
writings of the
faithful touch
upon matters of faith and morals,
these be submitted to their
judgment. Moreover, they have
the duty and the right to
condemn writings which harm
true faith or good morals.

Well, blow me, but he agreed with Kendzia,
thus, as it happens, disagreeing with the
infallible teaching of the Church as quoted
opposite.

Well, be fair: Pius IX doesn’t have a book
on sale in the Pauline Bookshop. No
chance.

[T]he binding force of the condemnation in regard
to all the propositions is beyond doubt. For the
Syllabus is a decision given by the pope speaking
as universal teacher and judge to Catholics the
world over. All Catholics, therefore, are bound to
accept the Syllabus. Exteriorly they may neither in
word nor in writing oppose its contents; they must
also assent to it interiorly. From Catholic Encylopaedia
Online
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War and Democracy – Selected Essays
1975-2012
Paul Gottfried
(Arktos Media Ltd.  2012)

2012,  “War and Democracy” is an
anthology of 25 short articles and
reviews he has written over the past
forty years and a perfect introduction
to the work of one of the most
influential conservative thinkers alive
today.

The anthology begins with an
introduction by Professor Gottfried,
reflecting on the development of his
political thinking around the central
theme of liberal democracy as an
agent of global change: from its
historical emergence in the
revolutionary concepts of liberty,
equality and fraternity to its re-
emergence in the guise of neo-
conservatism, dragging a confused
and neurotic post-modern world into a
state of permanent war in pursuit of the
unholy trinity of its ideological
objectives.

Professor Gottfried explores the
transformation of American
conservatism into an essentially leftist
movement with a global revolutionary
fixation through the influences that
shaped his own thinking, such as
Oswald Spengler, Herbert Marcuse
and Theodor Adorno of the Frankfurt
School, Joe Sobran and his own
father, born in the dying days of the
Hapsburg Empire in 1911.

His intriguing reflections on the
manipulation of mass sentiment,
illustrated by ethnic masochism in
post-war Germany and Marxist
subversion of concepts such as
fascism, liberalism, conservatism and
democracy, are engagingly
underpinned by an elegant and
incisive commentary on the relentless
will-to-power of liberalism that now
rages around us, disguised as a
moral crusade for global democracy.

Neo-conservatism, he argues, has
succeeded in implanting its central
idea as the essence of conservatism
in the minds of American voters: a
state of permanent war to defend and
export liberal democracy.  A concept
sold to a credulous electorate as
Orwellian parody: war is peace,
freedom is slavery.

Professor Gottfried tellingly compares
this doctrine of armed democracy to
Comintern propaganda claims of
pursuing peace through permanent,
world-wide communist revolution.

Neo-conservativism, he says, “re-
constructs a Manichean struggle that
has permeated human history, from
the Athenian city state to the present
day, in which democratic and anti-
democratic sides are pitted against
each other.”  The implications are
likely to be clear to Catholics: an idea
as old as Christendom dressed up in
post-modern clothing.

Piloting his readers through the
political myths and confusions of our
times, Professor Gottfried unpicks
complex relationships between neo-
conservatism, Israel and liberalism,
sure-footedly analyses the dynamics
of recent Middle-Eastern conflicts
and then returns to themes of social
and cultural decay in the old
democracies in a masterly illustration
of modern liberal ideology and its
social consequences.

In exploring the fusion of democracy,
consumerism, patriotism and
capitalism into a modern doctrine of
liberty, Professor Gottfried powerfully
illustrates the pervasive
destructiveness of a belief system
that most never think to question,
having been conditioned to accept it
as a social ideal from birth.

He sets out persuasive arguments to
suggest that our modern version of
democracy is utterly dependent on
consumerism and the goods and
revenues produced by the market for
its very survival. In order to
perpetuate itself, expansionist
foreign policy, cheap money and the
mass media are brought to bear in
entrenching a materialistic way of life
on a global scale, driving out
traditional human values in the
process.

While many of us wonder just how
modern society became so devoid of
meaningful values, “War and
Democracy” provides some thought-
provoking answers.

Book Review
Rosie Grant

One of America’s foremost historians
and a leading paleo-conservative
thinker, Paul Gottfried is credited
with coining the defining term for
traditional American conservativism.

Emeritus Professor of Humanities at
Elizabethtown College in
Pennsylvania and the author of 12
books on political conservatism, he
has influenced notable conservative
figures such as former president
Richard Nixon and Pat Buchanan.
Professor Gottfried also writes for
publications such as Taki Magazine,
The Foreign Policy Journal, and
lewrockwell.com.

Generally accepted as
Republicanism with a small ‘r’, paleo-
conservatism recalls a political
philosophy that has largely been
eclipsed in recent years by its upstart
cousin: neo-conservatism.

Favouring small government, self-
reliance and a civil society based on
traditional values, and opposed to
the current trends towards egalitarian
utopianism, paleo-conservative
policies are perhaps most closely
exemplified by the social cohesion
and vigour of the early Roman
republic as opposed to the imperial
rapaciousness which supplanted it,
and most closely represented in
modern politics by neo-conservatism.

Professor Gottfried is a truly brilliant
man with the rare gift of distilling the
most complex ideas into engaging
social commentary. Published in
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What’s this? You kidding me? We’re
opposing the Government’s plans to
privatise Royal Mail? But I think it’s
a great idea. I’ve prayed about it,
thought about it, read up on it and I’m
fine with it. In fact, my conscience
demands that I vote for the measure.
May I ask that our Honourable leader
allow us to have a free vote on this
most important social development?

You darn well may NOT have a free vote!
You’ll vote against the Government on this
like every other dishonourable member or
you can go and join another party.
Conscience, my foot!  Be a jolly good Flello
now, and toe the party line…

Dear Lord, why won’t Father
Liberalis let me pray my rosary
during Mass? Is it because I told
him I don’t want to do the
Offertory Procession on roller
skates any more?

And Rabbi, if I become a good
person, maybe I’ll be
canonised some day?  It said
on the radio that the Catholic
Church canonises people if
they’ve got charisma. I don’t
need to be heroic, or work a
miracle or anything, do I?
Nobody will check to see if I
did anything wrong, will
they? “St Esther” - sounds
good! I’ve got charisma!

Well, you
still have
to be a
catholic (I
think) and
maybe you
still need
to die
first, but
we can
check…
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Dear Reader ...
From the editor...

Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin
too much. You can never love her more than
Jesus did. St. Maximilian Kolbe

What would we think of police officers who
refused to pursue a Member of Parliament
who broke the law of the land, and then
sought to justify themselves by saying they
didn’t want to politicise prison? Wacky or
what? Yet, as quoted on page one of the
current issue, that’s the crackpot excuse
offered by Cardinal Brady for refusing to
apply Church law to pro-abortion politicians
in Ireland: the Irish bishops don’t want to
“politicise the Eucharist”. Do they think
we’re all daft? Don’t answer that.
Police officers claiming to be motivated by
charity in not holding crooked politicians to
account would be laughed out of court. And
we, too, reject out of hand the human
respect-cum-false charity of the clergy and
hierarchy who refuse to do their bounden
duty  by, in true charity, applying canon 915.
Manifest public sinners, whether cohabiting
couples, or politicians voting for abortion or
same-sex marriage have broken their
“communion” with Christ and His Church
and it is thus wholly uncharitable to permit
them to compound their sin by “eating and
drinking unworthily” (1 Corinthians 11:27).

The nub of the problem is that priests and
prelates who think like Cardinal Brady, by
definition are not thinking like God.

What does it mean to save
souls created in the image and
likeness of God and redeemed
by the Precious Blood of His
Divine Son? It is the great work

of God, the task of the God-Man and His
Holy Mother. It is the mission of the Church,
the desire of the angels and saints and of
all chosen souls on earth. In a word, it is
the supreme work of all works.1

Ask most priests why they wanted to be
priests and the last thing you’ll hear is that
they wanted to save souls. They’ll say they
wanted to “help” people in various ways,
generally make the world a better place.

In case anyone hasn’t noticed, though, the
world isn’t a better place. Despite all the
ecumenism, all the inter-faith dialogue, all
the crazy committees - not to mention the
liturgical levity in Catholic sanctuaries
around the globe - the world, like the
Church, is in a far worse condition than it
was 2000 years ago.
The first priests and bishops, in fact, got it
right. In their zeal for souls, they travelled
far and wide, without even taking the time
to hire a Bentley. They preached the need
for penance and baptism and the salvation
which is to be found only in Christ.2 And
they did so, take note, without sparing
anyone’s feelings: who was it sent that
straight-talking  letter to the “senseless
Galatians” asking “who hath bewitched you
that you should not obey the truth?” 3

Can you imagine any of the leaders in the
Church of the first century remaining silent

in the face of the kind of scandals which we
face today? Which of the apostles, do you
think, would have taken the laissez-faire
attitude of the Irish and Scottish bishops
faced with government plans to legalise
procured abortion and same-sex marriage
respectively? 4   Exactly: none. I agree.

As we go to press, the name of the new
Archbishop of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh has
been announced: Mgr Leo Cushley, a priest
of the Diocese of Motherwell, who has been
working as a Vatican diplomat for some
years now, replaces the disgraced Cardinal
O’Brien who resigned following admissions
of homosexual activity with some of his
(unnamed) priest-accusers.

So, what now? When  the new Archbishop
takes over in September will he address
the moral mayhem in the archdiocese?
What will he say to the Edinburgh parish
priest who refuses to apply Canon Law (#
915) to a Catholic politician who voted for
same-sex marriage? (See p.15) Will he do
his episcopal duty and instruct such
politicians to refrain from approaching the
altar until they have publicly repented of
their manifestly public sin? Or will he offer
a response more worthy of the only coward
mentioned in the Apostle’s Creed - Pontius
Pilate?

Not sure. On the day his appointment was
announced, when asked by a journalist if
he would describe homosexuality as
“perverted”, Mgr Cushley  responded, like
a born career diplomat, by rejecting the
term.5  Now, it’s probably very wise not to
volunteer the word on national television,
although it is an accurate description.
Check any dictionary. But to reject it when
asked? That has a price tag of thirty pieces
of silver. Oh and over at the Queering the
Church website, the  “gay” community have
welcomed his appointment. Interesting.

The scandals involving impurity among the
clergy; the failure to teach the Faith; the
refusal to apply Canon Law…what does it
all mean?

St John Eudes: The most evident mark of
God’s anger and the most terrible
castigation He can inflict upon the world are
manifested when He permits His people to
fall into the hands of clergy who are priests
more in name than in deed, priests who
practise the cruelty of ravening wolves
rather than the charity and affection of
devoted shepherds… Instead of leading
their people to God, they drag Christian
souls into hell in their train. Instead of being
the salt of the earth, and the light of the
world, they are its innocuous poison and its
murky darkness. 6

St Gregory the Great says that priests and
pastors will stand condemned before God
as the murderers of any souls lost through
neglect or silence.7 Elsewhere St Gregory
asserts that nothing more angers God than
to see those whom He set aside for the
correction of others, give bad example by
a wicked and depraved life.8

Footnotes:
1 St John Eudes: The Priest, His Dignity And Obligations,
Part III, Chapter 11, Zeal for the Salvation of Souls, p.132;
Loreto Publications, 2008, Translated from the French by
Rev. W. Leo Murphy.
2 Acts 2:38;41; 4:12
3 St Paul to the Galatians 3:1
4 For example Irish bishops have not considered refusing
Communion to pro-abortion politicians: cardinal: 9/5/13,
Lifesitenews
5 Scottish Television News, 24/7/13
6 St John Eudes: op cit, Part 1, Chapter 11, Qualities of a
Holy Priest, p.9
7 Homil.12 super Ezech
8 Homil.27 in Evang.
9 Archbishp Marcel Lefebvre: Open letter to Confused
Catholics, Angelus Press, Kansas City, Missouri, 64109.
Also available to read on our website, Links page - free.

We’re getting the clergy and hierarchy we
deserve, folks. That’s about it. Too few of
us are fighting back. Much easier to jog
along with it all - new Mass, new rosary,
new catechism, new evangelisation, even
the new theology in the columns of the
Catholic press - whatever. It’s certainly
been heartening to be able to publish
reports from various readers in our “Fly on
the Wall” series in this issue: some readers
are definitely becoming more militant - as
befits Soldiers of Christ. Yet, there is still a
lethargy to be overcome. The majority, if
not all, of our bishops are apostates - that
means they are no longer believers. They
have lost the Faith. Gone. Finito. So, how
to begin to protect our souls?

Begin by reading Open Letter to Confused
Catholics9 because that will uniquely
impress upon you the seriousness of our
plight. Then find a Traditional Latin Mass
and kiss the ever-evolving new Mass
goodbye. That way you get to enjoy a good
read,  protect your soul and the souls of
your family, and irritate your bishop in one
fell swoop.  Is that fun, or what?


