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We cannot do less than to praise
the design expressed in this letter,
which we know your journal will
satisfactorily fulfil, the design to
publish, to spread, to comment on
and inculcate in all minds all that
the Holy See teaches against the
perverse or at least false doctrines
professed in so many quarters,
and particularly against Liberal
Catholicism, bitterly striving to
conciliate light with darkness and
truth with error.

                  Pope Pius IX
in the Brief to the

La Croix, a

Belgium journal,

on the

24th of May, 1874.

(quoted by Catholic Truth blogger,
Leo, to refute criticisms of the work of
this newsletter and blog - see p.19.)
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PageContents include… Laity Share
Teaching Duty

Pope Leo XIII

No one, however, must entertain the
notion that private individuals are
prevented from taking some active
part in this duty of teaching,
especially those on whom God has
bestowed gifts of mind with the strong
wish of rendering themselves useful.

These, so often as circumstances
demand, may take upon themselves,
not, indeed, the office of the pastor,
but the task of communicating to
others what they have themselves
received, becoming, as it were, living
echoes of their masters in the faith.

Such co-operation on the part of the
laity has seemed to the Fathers of the
Vatican Council so opportune and
fruitful of good that they thought well
to invite it. “All faithful Christians, but
those chiefly who are in a prominent
position, or engaged in teaching, we
entreat, by the compassion of Jesus
Christ, and enjoin by the authority of
the same God and Saviour, that they
bring aid to ward off and eliminate
these errors from holy Church, and
contribute their zealous help in
spreading abroad the light of
undefiled faith.” (Footnote 16 in original:
Constitution Dei Filius, at end.)

Let each one, therefore, bear in mind
that he both can and should, so far
as may be, preach the Catholic faith
by the authority of his example, and
by open and constant profession of
the obligations it imposes.

In respect, consequently, to the
duties that bind us to God and the
Church, it should be borne earnestly
in mind that in propagating Christian
truth and warding off errors the zeal
of the laity should, as far as possible,
be brought actively into play.
Pope Leo XIII's encyclical, Sapientiae
Christianae # 16

Bernadette tried to hand Our
Lady  some paper and ink, but
Our Lady replied that what she
wanted to communicate is not
necessary to write down, adding,
with exquisite humility: “... just
grant me the gift of coming here
during 15 consecutive days.”
Reflect: the Queen of Heaven
and earth asks a young peasant
girl to do her “the favour” of
meeting with her for the next 15
days!

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes

11th  February

Our Lady of Lourdes, Health of the Sick, pray for us
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Demonic Attack On Argentine Cathedral by
“Feminists” (who are about as “feminine” as Mickey Mouse)

From the Internet
After unsuccessfully trying to get into
the building, the women burned a
human-sized effigy of Pope Francis. “If
the pope were a woman, abortion
would be legal,” they shouted.
The attack took place on Sunday,
November 24th during the National
Women’s Encounter, which annually
brings together Argentinean feminists
who support “women’s rights.”

According to the Argentinean pro-life
site ArgentinosAlerta.org, this is not the
first time that the feminists wound up
in public violence against churches and
Catholics.
In past protests, the cathedral of
Bariloche, Paraná and Posadas have
also suffered damages from these
groups.
Taken from: Horror: Violent mob of
topless pro-abort feminists attacks
praying men defending cathedral
(VIDEO). Lifesitenews, 2/12/14
http://www.lifesitenews.com/horror-mob-of-topless-pro-
abort-feminists-attacks-rosary-praying-men-defend.html

Buenos Aires, December 2nd, 2013
(LifeSiteNews.com) – Extremely
disturbing video footage from
Argentina shows a mob of feminists at
a recent protest attacking and sexually
molesting a group of Rosary-praying
Catholic men who were peacefully
protecting the cathedral in the city of
San Jan from threats of vandalism.

The women, many of them topless,
spray-painted the men’s crotches and
faces and swastikas on their chests
and foreheads, using markers to paint
their faces with Hitler-like moustaches.
They also performed obscene sexual
acts in front of them and pushed their
breasts onto their faces, all the while
shouting “get your rosaries out of our
ovaries.”
According to InfoCatolica, some of the
women chanted a song, with the lyrics:
“To the Roman Catholic Apostolic
Church, who wants to get between our
sheets, we say that we want to be
whores, travesties and lesbians. Legal
abortion in every hospital.”
During the attack some men were
visibly weeping. None of them
retaliated against the abuses heaped
on them.
While the site of the protest was the
front of the cathedral, InfoBae reports
that "the whole city awoke to graffiti in
favor of abortion."
Inside the cathedral, 700 people were
also in prayer accompanied by their
bishop Mos. Alfonso Delgado.

Warning: the following (slightly
edited) report, from Lifesitenews
contains descriptions of impure
acts.

The women
burned a

human-sized
effigy of

Pope Francis.
The police reportedly told the media
they were unable to intervene because
“they are women."
The parish priest Fr. Rómulo Campora
said to the Diario de Cuyo that “the
burning of the image of Pope Francis
is an offense, not just to the Church but
to every Argentinean because the
pope is Argentinean.”

Praising the men who defended the
church, he said: “San Juan loves its
God, loves its faith, loves its family.”
He lamented the damage done to the
cathedral and concluded that “if they
don’t respect life, we can’t expect them
to respect the buildings.”
The National Women’s Encounter
takes place every year in different
Argentinean cities, sponsored by the
Department of Culture as a “social
interest” event.

Ed: I could find no record online, of any
commentary from the Vatican or from the Pope
himself, on this attempted desecration of the
cathedral in Argentina. And the silence from the
media, certainly in the UK, is noteworthy. Had
this savage attack by over 7,000 half-naked and
demented women (I’ve seen the  video!) been
directed against the “worship space” of any other
religion in the world, it would have been the
headline story on TV and radio news bulletins
for days. The phones would have been ringing
off the hook with callers expressing their outrage
on all the top chat-shows, demanding respect
for all religions. All, of course, except the
Catholic religion.

See Letters, p.9

"All past persecutors of the
Church are now no more, but
the Church still lives on. The

same fate awaits modern
persecutors; they, too, will
pass on, but the Church of

Jesus Christ will always
remain, for God has pledged
His Word to protect Her and
be with Her forever, until the

end of time."

- Don Bosco

http://www.lifesitenews.com/horror-mob-of-topless-pro-abort-feminists-attacks-rosary-praying-men-defend.html
http://www.lifesitenews.com/horror-mob-of-topless-pro-abort-feminists-attacks-rosary-praying-men-defend.html
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Now the value of the testimony offered by
the parents of large families lies not only in
their unequivocal and forceful rejection of
any deliberate compromise between the
law of God and human selfishness, but also
in their readiness to accept joyfully and
gratefully these priceless gifts of God —
their children — in whatever number it may
please Him to send them.

- Address of Pope Pius XII to the
Directors of the Associations

for Large Families of Rome and of Italy
(Jan. 20, 1958)

It should be obvious to anyone that the
Catholic Church is in the agony of a great
crisis. While I am no pessimist, the worst is
yet to come. The soft and widespread
apostasy of my generation will turn into a
hard and brutish one in the next. Truly, and
without any hyperbole intended, Holy
Mother Church stands on the precipice of
its greatest threat to survival since
Diocletian resolved to stamp out
Christianity once and for all. But what
makes this one so dire is that the threat is
not only composed of a ruthless and
diabolic enemy - it also comes at a time at
which the faithful are simply not prepared
to stand and fight for the Truth after two
generations of being taught a caricature of
the faith.

The Problem Stated:
An Ever-growing Contraceptive
Anti-Culture
Of all of the symptoms that demonstrate
the disease in the Church, none does so
more meaningfully than the decline of the
Catholic family (and all families by
extension). Obviously the proliferation of
divorce has been a scourge upon the family
and the Church, which will reverberate for
generations to come.

The reduction in the Catholic family —
indeed, all families - is undoubtedly due to
rapid advance of artificial contraception.
Taken together, "legalized" abortion and
artificial contraception have formed a one-
two punch to drive down family sizes much
to the joy of modern-day Malthusians. The
hyperbole of the so-called coming
"population bomb" has been replaced
instead by the dark and foreboding future
of a demographic winter of aging
populations, shuttered schools, and
economies in ruins.

Holy Mother Church has taught from time
immemorial that artificial contraception is
unconditionally verboten.
Stated forcefully as early as 1930, in
response the Anglican Church's volte-face
on artificial contraception, Pope Pius XI

Heroic Parenthood
Below, extracts from an article  which first appeared in Christian

Order, May 2013.  You can read the article in full at
www.christianorder.com

reprinted here with kind permission
declared in his encyclical Casti Connubii
that,

the conjugal act is destined
primarily by nature for the
begetting of children, those who
in exercising it deliberately
frustrate its natural power and
purpose sin against nature and
commit a deed which is shameful
and intrinsically vicious (par. 54).

The Venerable Pope Pius XII pronounced
against it as well:

[T[he fundamental law of the
conjugal act and conjugal
relations: that every attempt of
either husband or wife in the
performance of the conjugal act
or in the development of its
natural consequences which
aims at depriving it of its
inherent force and hinders the
procreation of new life is
immoral; and that no
"indication" or need can convert
an act which is intrinsically
immoral into a moral and lawful
one [Allocution to Midwives,
Oct. 29, 1951].

Christopher Gawley

Pope Paul VI, against the backdrop of
considerable drama, again condemned
artificial contraception in his 1968
encyclical Humanae Vitae. This encyclical
was a blow to the liberal block of
Churchmen who, following the liberalising
winds of the Second Vatican Council,
wished for the Church to adopt a
permissive attitude towards artificial
contraception. As is well-documented,
many of these Church "leaders" initiated
campaigns of schismatic defiance in the
face of the Holy Father's teaching and, in
the process, mortally wounded the
traditional notions of Catholic obedience
that had heretofore been customary in
response to papal teaching.   Moreover,
those Church Fathers who accepted the
1968 reiteration of this teaching were

considerably meeker in its defence than
those heretical Church fathers who openly
campaigned against it. Coupled with a
general secularising trend during the
1960s, the avalanche of change sweeping
Holy Mother Church and the widespread
availability of contraceptives, the faithful -
in fact, most of them - eventually began
using artificial contraception in the same
proportion as their secular counterparts.

The results of the pervasive Catholic
acceptance of contraception have been
calamitous on several fronts:

· Catholic families have shrunk and
more and more mothers are working
outside of the home.

· The phenomenon of the widespread
employment of mothers has created
structural changes to modern
economies that make two-income
families an economic necessity and,
in turn, manufactured more reasons
for women to not have children in
what is now a vicious economic cycle.

· More importantly, the disconnect
between the Church's condemnation
of birth control and the pandemic
disobedience by Catholic lay people
has laid bare the reality that the faith
of most Catholics was so weak that it
was merely one hard teaching away
from rampant apostasy.

· Finally, the broader contraceptive
anti-culture against which the Church
should have been an implacable foe
is now in full ascendancy such that its
darker eugenic tendencies are
likewise gaining acceptance.
Consider that no one seems to care
that virtually all Downs Syndrome
babies in first world countries are now
destroyed in utero.

The prediction that a culture that embraced
birth control would eventually sanction
divorce, illegitimacy, adultery, fornication,
pornography, homosexuality and abortion,
was prophetic.

The mortal enemies of the Church have at
their core an abiding hatred of humanity
and the development of a method to limit
human beings from ever being born was
greeted by secularists everywhere with
great joy. Initially they were the freakish
minority advocating artificial contraception
- something that virtually all people rejected
as a grave danger to marriages and
families. But the Margaret Sangers of the
world grew in numbers such that today we
who reject artificial contraception are the
freaks — all in the name of progress and
all in the blink of an eye of human history.

Continued on p.5

http://www.christianorder.com/features/features_2013/features_may13.html
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While it is difficult to imagine, consider that
up to 1965, prior to the United States
Supreme Court's ruling in Griswald v.
Connecticut, many states criminalised
artificial contraception and, by doing so,
reflected the divine and natural law that
such devices and chemicals are intrinsically
evil. Less than fifty years later, evil has
been redefined as good - to the point that
our great leader wants all institutions,
including Catholic ones, to subsidise this
evil.

The Proposed Solution:
Responsible Parenthood and
Natural Family Planning
In the wake of the destructive onslaught
against the family by a contraceptive
anti-culture, Church leaders
have groped for a solution in
the post-Conciliar world.
Consistent with the spirit of
the Council, they have
sought to strike a middle
ground - one that meets
modernity on at least some
of its terms. They have conceded that there
is something to the modernist objections
that we have to be concerned about
demographic growth, taxation of limited
physical resources, the rights of women,
and the social difficulties posed by feeding
and educating too many children. As it
related to the question of when and how
often to bring children into the world, she
seemed to agree that control over fertility
was a good thing with the only caveat
seeming to be that such control should not
be obtained by the use of artificial means.
Instead, modern Church leaders enlisted
periodic continence (i.e., limiting conjugal
relations to a woman's naturally occurring
infertile periods) or "Natural Family
Planning" (NFP) as the definitive counter-
measure to oppose the ease and control
afforded by artificial contraception.

The history of NFP cannot be divorced from
artificial contraception. In the context of
condemning birth control, Holy Mother
Church has taught that NFP, as a
dispensation from the normal relations
between husband and wife, can be morally
acceptable; the Venerable Pius XII in his
Allocution to Midwives:

The individual and society, the
people and the State, the Church
itself, depend for their existence,
in the order established by God,
on fruitful marriages. Therefore,
to embrace the matrimonial
state, to use continually the
faculty proper to such a state and
lawful only therein, and, at the
same time, to avoid its primary
duty without a grave reason,
would be a sin against the very
nature of married life. Serious
motives, such as those which not
rarely arise from medical,
eugenic, economic and social
so-called "indications," may
exempt husband and wife from
the obligatory, positive debt for a

Heroic Parenthood… Continued from p.4

long period or even for the entire
period of matrimonial life. From
this it follows that the observance
of the natural sterile periods may
be lawful, from the moral
viewpoint: and it is lawful in the
conditions mentioned.

Later in Humanae Vitae, Pope Paul VI
reiterated that NFP was acceptable albeit
again subject to certain moral
qualifications.

Obviously much has changed since 1968:
What essentially began as qualified
dispensation from normal marital relations
and obligations has morphed in recent
years into something very different in the
minds of the Church leaders. A negative -
that is, a permission to deviate from the
norm for grave reason - has been
transformed into a positive.

Indeed, it is now fair to say that NFP has
become a de facto teaching as the way in
which married couples ought to relate to
one another- a holy good in and of itself.
According to current material published by
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), NFP "reflects the dignity
of the human person within the context of
marriage and family life, promotes
openness to life, and recognizes the value
of the child. By respecting the love-giving
and life-giving natures of marriage, NFP
can enrich the bond between husband and
wife."

Our bishops promise a lot with regard to
NFP:

In NFP both spouses are taught
to understand the nature of
fertility and work with it, either
to plan a pregnancy or to avoid
a pregnancy. Couples who use
NFP soon learn that they have
a shared responsibility for family
planning. Husbands are
encouraged to "tune into" their
wives' cycles and both spouses
are encouraged to speak openly
and frankly about their sexual
desires and their ideas on family
size…
When couples understand the
methods and are motivated to
follow them, NFP is up to 99%
successful in spacing or limiting
births. [And who can avail
themselves to NFP according to
the USCCB?] Any married
couple can use NFP!

There can be no question that NFP has
eclipsed - at least from official diocesan
sources - any other way that marriage and
fecundity should be understood. Strident
advocates go further by treating NFP as
almost an Eleventh Commandment. In
conjunction with Pope John Paul II's
teachings on "Theology of the Body," NFP
is styled in almost mystic terms as one of
the greatest revelations regarding married
life in the history of the Church. What you
are more likely to hear at a real-world
Catholic marriage preparation class is the

following on the question of children —
usually by a mature Catholic co-teaching
married couple with a few children:

Catholicism does not require that you
become parents of a large family - rather it
wants you to be responsible parents.  NFP
offers you a reasonable alternative to

artificial contraception: a way for
you young couples to be
responsible while not
availing yourselves [of]
drugs or devices that

degrade your humanity. You
should use these NFP

techniques to grow closer, to
communicate better, and prayerfully
consider whether and when you should
bring children into the world in a
responsible manner. If that means that you
need to delay - even permanently - having
children, that is acceptable today with the
use of NFP. And what's more, NFP is
proven to be 99% effective for avoiding
pregnancy - just as effective as the pill.

Why Natural Family Planning
Has Failed
While NFP, if used properly, is undoubtedly
a licit dispensation according to Holy
Mother Church, its use as an affirmative
counter-cultural movement has been a
spectacular failure for a variety of reasons.
Polling data confirms the anecdotal:
Catholics use contraception at very high
rates and evidently have little moral qualms
about it. If results matter, and they should,
NFP as a movement has utterly failed in its
intended mission to present a viable
alternative to a contraception-crazed world.

Why should that be? Because by
emphasising the exception and what
essentially is a negative - as opposed to
the rule and what is essentially the positive
- we have given unnecessary credence to
the contraception zealots. By conceding
the argument that we should be
"responsible" parents - impliedly by limiting
the occasion of our parenthood for
whatever good that comes to mind - we
have conceded our very best and even
divine argument that Christians should bear
the burden of sacrificing for large families
and, paradoxically, find much greater joy
here and now because of it. Instead of
attacking the banality of the contraceptive
concept of "responsible" parenthood by
juxtaposing it with "heroic" Christian
parenthood, we lost the battle before it ever
began by essentially advertising
"contraception-light" as a way to keep up
with the Joneses.

The emphasis on NFP as a positive has
created a creeping contraceptive mentality
that is suspicious of grace and faith. NFP
is ultimately distilled to the faithful as a
natural way to obtain the same results as
our contracepting neighbours - a couple of
kids, jobs for mum and dad, two new cars,
a vacation to Disneyland and a white picket
fence - albeit wrapped in a soft and cosy
mantra of "prayerful consideration."

Continued on p.6
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Instead of attacking the
banality of the

contraceptive concept
of "responsible"
parenthood by

juxtaposing it with
"heroic" Christian

parenthood, we lost the
battle before it ever
began by essentially

advertising
"contraception-light"
as a way to keep up

with the Joneses.

Heroic Parenthood… Continued from p.5

One has to ask why the discovery of
"responsible parenthood" and the wonders
of NFP have been revealed during only the
second half of the twentieth century - and
in first-world countries at that?
Historically speaking, there have never
been fewer grave reasons not to have
children as there are in the [USA] today
given its sheer material and economic

wealth. One cannot help
wondering whether NFP
has been devised precisely
in response to the ennui
and selfishness of that rich
culture in the first
instance: i.e., only in
cultures like the decadent
post-Christian West could

NFP have even been
dreamed up as a positive

development.
I read recently that an NFP advocate made
a vociferous objection to the entire notion
that NFP can be used with a so-called
"contraceptive mentality." His point was
something like this: NFP can never be said
to have a "contraceptive mentality"
because, by definition, it does not distort or
do violence to any natural marital powers.
I thought hard about it but realised at the
end that this argument was sophistry. What
critics of NFP zealotry mean by
"contraceptive mentality" is that people —
many people — use NFP as the practical
substitute for contraception to avoid
children altogether while still enjoying the
sensual pleasures of marital relations. Truly
it is a form of conjugal bulimia. While NFP
brings you to a place without children in a
markedly different manner, it nonetheless
still brings you there.

Another critical problem is that NFP, as
taught in the real world, has become
effectively divorced from the qualification
that it should be used only for serious and
grave reasons. Setting aside the debate on
precisely what constitutes "justae causae,"
it certainly means something important and
serious. But the USCCB's webpage on
"What NFP is" makes no mention that it
should be used only by married couples
with serious reasons for avoiding children.
That the moral qualification of using NFP
would be obliterated in practice follows
squarely from the fact that NFP has been
styled as a good - and goods, properly
understood, should not require moral
qualifications for their use. Put another way,
if NFP heals marriages, makes us better
spouses and parents and contributes to the
wellbeing of the planet, why should it be
limited only those spouses who have grave
reasons? Why should it be limited for any
reason at all? By reading grave and serious
reasons out of the equation, the
dispensational aspect of NFP - and thus
NFP itself - has become distorted beyond
recognition.

A corollary principle that follows from ignor-
ing the moral requirements of availing one-
self [of] NFP is that our rightly ordered
disposition towards it — and childbearing

— have been inverted.   Because NFP
advocates treat NFP as a good without
qualification, couples are encouraged to
view using NFP as a positive part of their
conjugal lives. But Catholic couples ought
to feel a sorrow by having the necessity to
resort to NFP. By analogy, NFP is a type
of bankruptcy in a technical sense. Bank-
ruptcy is also a legal dispensation — from
our lawful debts. Bankruptcy also should
be used for serious and grave reasons.
While we should not judge the bankrupt or
cloak him in shame, we should not cele-
brate him or the dispensation either. NFP
is similar: for grave and serious reasons,
we cannot fulfil our obligations to be totally
open to children (for a time or permanent-
ly) — we should not celebrate this as a
good thing but rather endure it.

Another problem with NFP in practice is its
vulgarity: its pedestrian treatment of
something intimate - something exalted,
something requiring modesty - tends to
desacralize marital relations. Must en-
gaged Catholic couples be subjected - in
a room full of others - to the science of a
charting the appearance of cervical mucus
and vaginal discharge? Must they discuss
what one hopes is their future sexual life in
the midst of strangers? One would think
that in an age awash in the publicity of
base sexual themes, images and conver-
sation that the Church would stand as a
redoubt for a faithful besieged. Count me
as one of the few, I suppose, who does not
believe that the assiduous monitoring of
my wife's menstrual cycle - and discussing
it in mixed company - will make me a
better communicator or husband. Nor do I
believe that my keen understanding of her
fallow times will bring us any closer. If I
sound prudish, perhaps I am, but others
have seen in this type of forced public
discussion of sex and the science behind
it as the risk of vulgarising the holy.

In the words of the great Alice von Hilde-
brand:

That the intimate sphere
should be treated with rever-
ence necessarily affects the

way we speak about it, and this
concerns educators, in a par-
ticular way, since they must
adapt their speech to the
needs of their hearers. How is
one to address individuals who
have been so influenced by the
vulgarity of our age? How can
one teach them to view love
and sexuality in an exalted and
reverent way? .... This is the
reason, I believe, the sacred-
ness of sex is so often ad-
dressed by using a vocabulary
which makes it impossible to
have the reverence called for.
This is why people feel perfect-
ly comfortable discussing per-
sonal and intimate matters in
public — matters, which, by
their very nature, call for tre-
mendous discretion.

It has even reached the point in some
quarters that those who simply trust in God
with respect to their family size families are
dismissed as "Providentialists" and exam-
ples of irresponsible parenthood. Consider
well-known, self-professed expert on
"Theology of the Body" Christopher West's
take on this very topic:   "An example of
one such error is the ‘hyper-pious' notion
that if couples really trusted in providence,
they would never seek to avoid a child.
This simply is not the teaching of the
Church."

How someone can dismiss as "hyper-pi-
ous" the aspiration of a simple faith and
trust in God when it comes to a Catholic
family's decision to be totally open to chil-
dren is representative of how distorted
NFP has become. It is in practice irretriev-
ably at odds - and represents a rupture -
with that which came before.

Taken together, NFP was bound to fail the
task for which it was enlisted. As essentially
a negation, it cannot serve as an adequate
rejoinder to the promises made by the
contraceptive anti-culture.  We have to stop
pretending that an "us-too" alternative to
the contraceptive anti-culture will work:
instead, we have to offer a different way,
an abundant way, a startling way.

The Solution Stated:
Heroic Parenthood and the Cult of
Embracing Large Families
I am come that they may have life, and may have
it more abundantly.- Jn 10:10

Imagine for a moment if the Church had
not embraced NFP as its rallying cry and
instead treated it delicately as something
that should be reserved for atypical and
serious circumstances. Instead, the
Church taught unflinchingly that Catholics
should be unreservedly open to life and,
accordingly, that healthy couples should
reasonably expect to have six or eight or
even ten children.

Continued on p7
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Heroic Parenthood… Continued from p.6

Moreover, so-called "Providentialists"
would be celebrated as examples of Chris-
tian piety much in the same way that the
Venerable Pius XII lauded them in 1951.
This would be a teaching to live for: an
affirmative exclamation point on the Gos-
pel of Life.

Simply stated, the idea of "responsible
parenthood" sells the faith short and is
pregnant (pardon the pun) with concepts
that are inconsistent with Catholic hero-
ism. We should not settle for "responsible
parenthood" but aspire for "heroic parent-
hood." Our Lord did not come so that we
may have a dispensation or a life centred
around infertility: he came for us to have
an abundant life. That is ultimately why
people convert to Christianity: to have the
abundant life in truth — without compro-
mise, without vacillation, and without fear.

Ironically enough, "abundant" means plen-
tiful and abounding; and an abundant fam-
ily life undoubtedly includes plentiful and
bounding children. If you have spent any
time with large devout families, you would
realize several things. First, they are gen-
erally speaking a mess - kids everywhere,
parents frazzled, shoes missing, beds un-
made, ball in the house, and milk spilled in
the kitchen. Second, they are generally
happy - the insanity of the moment is often
punctuated with laughter, with tears of a
variety of milestones and accomplish-
ments, with a plethora of hugs and kisses,
and the wonder of life at its passing stag-
es. Third, they learn to live with less - in
less space and with less money and less
control - than their smaller family counter-
parts. To be sure, there is nothing magical
about large families — they are not holier
than other families merely because of their
numbers and many families are not large
because of miscarriages or serious is-
sues.  But large families, and I mean con-
ventionally today, families with five or
more children, are a rare Catholic sight.
This should be a great lament.

More than any other visible social institu-
tion, large Catholic families contradict all of
the ill-conceived assumptions of moderni-
ty. They are, as it were, a collective middle
finger to an anti-culture that would tell us
that God is dead, that man and life are
worthless, and that it would be better if we
were never born. The shining radiance
and exuberance of large families is a liv-
ing, breathing rejoinder to the dour and
childless chorus. But large families are
more than a counter-cultural expression,
they epitomise Catholicism in practice be-
cause the parents are blessed by living out
their married vocation in the fullest sense.
God's blessing of children and fecundity
itself seems to be a forgotten part of this
debate — consider the eleventh para-
graph of Pius XI's Casti Connubii:

Thus amongst the blessings of
marriage, the child holds the
first place. And indeed the
Creator of the human race
Himself, Who in His goodness
wishes to use men as His help-

ers in the propagation of life,
taught this when, instituting
marriage in Paradise, He said
to our first parents, and through
them to all future spouses: "In-
crease and multiply, and fill the
earth." As St. Augustine admi-
rably deduces from the words
of the holy Apostle Saint Paul to
Timothy when he says: "The
Apostle himself is therefore a
witness that marriage is for the
sake of generation: 'I wish,' he
says, 'young girls to marry.'
And, as if someone said to him,
'Why?' he immediately adds:
'To bear children, to be mothers
of families'."

Post-Script
While it would be virtually unthinkable that
a diocesan marriage preparation program
might say something as follows, we can
still dream:

For you young Catholic people
who are marrying in your twen-
ties, you can expect, God will-
ing and absent a physical
impairment or grave reason, to
have a home filled with many
children. You should mentally,
physically and spiritually pre-
pare for seven, eight, nine or
more children given your ages.
You should be prepared to ac-
cept the hardships that come
with having a large family for
two important reasons:   chil-
dren please our Lord and your
cooperation with the Lord in
bringing forth new souls will in
turn please our God, which will
bring you many graces. Sec-
ond, having a large family will
help you be saved, it will re-
focus your attention from the
material attachments that are
both rampant today and haz-
ardous to your eternal destina-
tion. Your many children will
help you to become better and
holier people and will stand as
a contradiction to a world that
has forgotten how to live the
abundant life. You, and your
large faithful families, will turn
the tide against the scoffers
and misanthropes who would
revile God's creation and
man's place in it. We cannot
promise you it will be easy be-
cause it won't, but if you perse-
vere in prayer and virtue, you
will overcome with God's
grace. And should you live to
see your children's children,
you will praise God all the more
that he saw fit to give you the
gift of faith. Have life and have
it abundantly - have children.

We have an answer to
those who would
maintain that life

should be little more
than a titillated

distraction before
rotting into

nothingness: they are a
death people that want

to organize society
around preventing

babies, killing babies,
killing disabled people,
and killing old people.

Early Christians did not evangelise the
world by offering half-measures, dispensa-
tions or mind-numbing dialogue: with
God's grace, they lived life abundantly and
declared the singularly salvific power of
Jesus Christ. An unhappy and confused
world around them saw their joy and want-
ed to know more - it was not by intellectual
or moral arguments that Christianity set the
world on fire but rather the faithful's bold
and abiding love of life and God that was a
palpable contradiction to a selfish and mis-
erable world.

We live in a world that is more unhappy
and more confused. We have an answer to
those who would maintain that life should
be little more than a titillated distraction
before rotting into nothingness: they are a
death people that want to organize society
around preventing babies, killing babies,
killing disabled people, and killing old peo-
ple. Their world is a more than a social
malaise: it is gripped by despair and thirst-
ing for living waters. We have to offer the
living waters of the Gospel; we are a life
people and nothing communicates our
trust in God, our love of life, our belief in
each other [better] than our unconditional
embrace of children. The world will be
re-converted by such families.

Christopher Gawley is a securities attorney
living in the New York area with his large
brood. His articles and book reviews have
been widely published by Catholic
publications and various law journals. His
academic articles have also been published
by several US Law Reviews.
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Catholic Truth,
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Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Your Letters

Regarding your correspondent who wrote
decrying modern fashions (CT December
issue).   The thought springs to mind:
“Fiddling while Rome burns”. Susan
Haughton, Dublin, Ireland
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(With reference to your statement  in the
December edition, Issue No. 80, p.22, that
Cardinal Ranjith was your own preferred
choice of pope in the last conclave) could
anything express more my agreement with
your opinion of Mgr Loftus than you'll see
in my attachment here?

Somehow I feel that this could be the first
time you've had a betting slip in your mail.
(Ed: correct!) I'm not a regular punter, and
that was a big bet for me.
Might it all have something to do with 'lace'
in the monsignor's early childhood, for I've
read more than one reference to  his
loathing of this material in his writing?
And red shoes! Maybe he was  sent to
school embarrassed  in  lace-trimmed
velvet clothing and red shoes? Maybe we
should be more sympathetic.
Another excellent edition of Catholic Truth.
Francis Reilly, Orpington, Kent

The on-going correspondence about ladies’
trousers is an astonishing waste of time and
diversion from the diabolical events within
the Church unfolding before our very eyes
and with increasing speed during this
papacy.
Our Lady wore the clothes any ordinary
Jewish woman would have worn 2000
years ago.
As your article demonstrates, fashions
change.
The essential requirement is modesty.
Your correspondent only refers to jeans.
However, slacks, as they used to be more
commonly known, can be both smart and
modest: far more so than many dresses or
skirts.  In some climates (especially ours)
it would be ludicrous to impose dresses or
skirts day in day out.
Many ladies wear slacks which are
extremely modest; many women wear
skirts or dresses which are not.   End of
story. Paul Rutherford, Shetland

Women wearing trousers do not reveal their
underwear as when very short mini- skirts
are worn. True. Seen at Mass. OK, I’m old
but the word ‘modesty’ still resides in my
vocabulary. Tom Reilly, Edinburgh

N O T I C E
Our sincere gratitude to  everyone who
donated to our funds following the
December, 2014 edition.
To save postage, we no longer write
letters of acknowledgement for individual
donations although if you include an
email address, Editor will thank you
personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations
online.

A special word of thanks goes to our
regular Standing Order donors…

These regular
donations help
our planning
immensely, not
least because
of our rising

postage  costs, so be
assured that your
generosity in donating
on a regular basis is
very greatly appreciated.

                 Miss McMoneypenny.

For whosoever shall give you to drink
a cup of water in My name, because you
belong to Christ: amen I say to you, he shall
not lose his reward.
                          (Mark 9:40)

From Editor…

One very kind gentleman from
England sent me a generous
personal gift of money. I was
very touched indeed at such

thoughtfulness (miserable Scots
take note) but - and I say this through
gritted teeth - I really cannot accept such
personal financial gifts. If you recall,  Miss
McMoneypenny closed down the Editor’s
New Outfit & Hairdo Fund a few short
years ago, despite my kicking and
screaming. I know it’s bad etiquette to
return a gift, so I donated the money, in the
name of our reader, to the newsletter fund.
Thank you, kind Sir, for your generosity.
God bless you!

I found the December issue of Catholic
Truth a particularly informative read.
There seems to be so much to report on
these days the issues could be twice the
size!
Like (your correspondent) Peter McEnerny,
I, too, wrote to Bishop Toal re. Fr Despard.
To date I’ve received no response - now
there’s a surprise!
I had to look twice at the photo of you with
the nuns (p.7, Dec. Issue) - amazed to see
you looked just like me at that age! You
could have been my twin sister.
Ed: here we go - I’m going to be inundated
with people claiming to be my long lost twin
sister. And all the while my real sister is trying
to pretend she doesn’t know me. The world
really is upside down…

Best wishes for the coming year. Claire
Conlon, Dunoon, Argyll

Keep up the great work of Catholic Truth.
God will reward you for speaking out. We
will agree to differ on the fashion issue!
Kathleen James, Co. Sligo, Ireland

[Your writing style is] arrogant, antagonistic
and confrontational - your writing doesn't
push buttons in people it smacks them with
a claw hammer…[I would prefer] a more
reflective tone. A Scots Priest
Ed: this is one of our friendly priests…

More letters p.9

Feature Letters p.12

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Your Letters Continued…
I must say I'm not so impressed with
(Catholic Truth) as I was in its earlier years.
It seems to have become rather  'narrow'.
Perhaps it needs a new editorial board with
a broader more 'Catholic' perspective.
Perhaps even a little light heartedness
would not go amiss. You might consider
taking a sabbatical from editorship and let
someone else run it for a while. It would
give you a rest and time to reflect on the
direction it has been going in. Then with a
renewal of vision you may come back to it
with a fresh start.
Ed: I replied to the above email to enquire if
perhaps the writer had become disaffected
with us since we were openly supportive of
the Society of St Pius X (SSPX) since I did
not wish to misrepresent him when his letter
is published in this edition: he replied…

I have a great sympathy for the SSPX. For
a short while I attended their Sunday
Masses (after going to my own Church
first)  I went to them because I wanted to
kneel to receive Holy Communion.
I found them very sincere and very much
loyal to the Catholic Faith. However they
are outside the Church and not on the
‘inside’ as I thought they were. I have a
great affection for them but I think they are
attached to forms of Church life that belong
to the past, to pre-council days.
Ed: see SSPX Is Catholic… p.16

They have to realise that times have
changed and the Church must adapt to its
environment as it did after the edict of
Milan and again with the renaissance/
reformation.
The essentials of the Faith don't and never
will change. Pope Francis my be a 'spirit of
Vatican II' man but he does make a lot of
sense and gives a lot of hope to us in the
pews. I like him.
As for Catholic Truth. Well… it is a one-
woman show. But you ain't perfect. With an
editorial board you can avoid the pitfalls of
being 'always right' and Catholicise/
broaden  it a bit more.
I hope you take my criticisms gently as they
are offered with a view to charity.
Ed: of course: thank you for your charity. See
advertisement for post of Editor of Catholic
Truth, p.19.

On another note. If you are interested in old
Catholic writings there is a web site where
you can download many Catholic classics
including the sermons of St Alphonsus
Ligouri. It is called CatholicKingdom.com
You may like it. Paul Hellyer, Leeds
Ed: I had a quick look and I did like it. Thank
you.

About your regular reports on Monsignor
Loftus, isn’t the Bishop of Leeds
responsible for him, not Aberdeen? He’s
only retired to Aberdeen. Name & Address
Withheld
Ed: We checked: seems Leeds want nothing to
do with him - there was no reply to our emailed
enquiry. In any event, a priest is always
answerable to the Bishop of the Diocese in which
he works. Although retired, Monsignor Loftus
says Masses as a supply priest in parishes in the
Diocese of Aberdeen and he writes a regular
newspaper column for the Scottish Catholic
Observer which generally mirrors the articles he
publishes in the Catholic Times. So, whichever
way we look at it, Bishop Gilbert bears
responsibility for Monsignor Loftus - and the
Bishop has never denied that - just “fell silent”
when a couple of our readers raised the issue in
a meeting with him (see Bishop of Aberdeen: why
is he tolerating the writings-into-rantings of Mgr
Basil Loftus, CT, Issue 79, October, 13.)

As the deterioration in the Church worsens
by the day, the stand for Catholic orthodoxy
made by Catholic Truth becomes more
praiseworthy as each issue comes through
the letter-box. What we would do without
your noble efforts, I do not know.
Ed: one does one’s best…

The current issue, no. 80, and the previous,
no. 79, are so full of sense and wisdom that
I am asking you, please, to send me two
more copies of each one, one to send to a
friend in Australia and the other to a friend
in Manchester who is so appalled by the
state of the Church that he has stopped
attending Mass altogether (and he and I, in
the 1950s used to go to daily Mass in
Croydon.)
More power to your arm. Keep up your
valiant work, and I may write to Pope
Francis urging him to canonise you in your
lifetime and raise you to the College of
Cardinals at the same time.
Ed: at one time I’d have dismissed this
suggestion as an hilarious absurdity. But the
way things are going, I’m in with a chance, so
I’ve begun designing my own statue, with
plaque to read: She lacked all the virtues
except humility, but her jokes were OK.

God bless the work of Catholic Truth.
Donald Carter, Norwich, Norfolk

What a joy to discover Catholic Truth!
Thank you for the most interesting and
inspiring back issues of the newsletter.
W.J. Jenkinson, Rotherham, Yorkshire

(Regarding) the dreadful attempted
desecration of the cathedral in Buenos
Aires, Cardinal Bergoglio’s own cathedral
when he was Archbishop there, it occurred
to me that, many years ago, another
outrage of the same kind had provoked an
international outcry: the attack of
Michelangelo’s Pieta.
On that occasion, Pope Paul VI raised his
voice in horror.
What will Pope Francis’ response be? This,
surely, is a test for him.
He sent Cardinal Turkson to represent the
Holy See at the funeral ceremonies of the
promoter of abortion and sodomy, Nelson
Mandela.
Truly, South American countries are calling
down divine wrath upon themselves -
wasn’t it Sao Paulo in Brazil where the first
threesome civil union was celebrated?1

The Remnant and Catholic Truth have
done a great service in exposing this
abomination while (other publications)
remain strangely silent regarding Pope
Francis.
I agree with Bishop Fellay: “…There is
something big in front of us…it is clear that
God has had enough of the sins of man”
(SSPX newsletter, Nov/Dec) and with Gerald
Warner who wrote in the Daily Mail that we
are about to celebrate what may be the last
Noël (before the curtain falls).2
Peter McEnerny, Glasgow

Apropos the sweeping under the carpet
these days of the four last things (except,
of course, heaven), and the devil,
(enclosed with this letter) is a reminder that
we are still in deadly danger from the father
of lies. He is still there behind his modern
state of the art smokescreen, political
correctness. Jim Allen, Torquay
Ed: see Jim’s excellent article on p.13

Footnote
1 First Civil Union Between Three Partners in Brazil
Sparks Outrage, CP Latin America, 27/8/12
http://global.christianpost.com/news/first-civil-union-between-
three-partners-in-brazil-sparks-outrage-80592/

2 The Final Noël? Christians ought to worry this may
be the last they’re allowed to mark, Daily Mail, 16/12/13

Ed: Gerald Warner was not, in fact, writing about the
crisis in the Catholic  Church in the above article, but
making observations about the de-Christianisation of
our culture.  He highlighted the difficulty of finding
religious Christmas cards and concluded: “Christians
need to assert their place in Scottish culture and
society. To initiate that process they could start by
sending their friends Christmas cards with a traditional
nativity scene.” We agree, wholeheartedly.

[Re Fatima & “Consecration Camps”, Issue
No. 79, October, 2013]
Pope Francis was under terrible threat from
external forces; that is the reason he did
not consecrate Russia. The same
happened to the previous Popes. At the
end of the ceremony he was ‘not himself’
and appeared to be depressed. See Issue
107, Fatima Crusader, Fall, 2013.
Mary Doyle, Co. Kerry, Ireland.
Ed: I’m afraid I don’t buy this excuse. Our
Lady would not have asked the Pope to do
something impossible or harmful. Fr Gruner
(Fatima Crusader) is a most humble priest,
and probably considers it prudent not to
publicly criticise the Pope, but the fact is, the
Pope is refusing to exercise his authority,
command the bishops to come to Rome on
a particular date, hand them copies of a
Consecration Prayer and say “all together
now, 1,2,3 - Let us pray…”
Can’t be that difficult. Surely?

http://www.catholickingdom.com
http://global.christianpost.com/news/first-civil-union-between-three-partners-in-brazil-sparks-outrage-80592/
http://global.christianpost.com/news/first-civil-union-between-three-partners-in-brazil-sparks-outrage-80592/
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March

The Little Number of Those Who Are Saved
 Extracts from a Sermon of St. Leonard of Port Maurice

Continued…

St Leonard

Salvation in the Various States of Life
I see that by speaking in
this manner of all in
general, I am missing my
point. So let us apply this
truth to various states, and
you will understand that
you must either throw
away reason, experience
and the common sense of

the faithful, or confess that the greater
number of Catholics is damned.
Priests
Is there any state in the world more
favourable to innocence in which salvation
seems easier and of which people have a
higher idea than that of priests, the
lieutenants of God?
At first glance, who would not think that
most of them are not only good but even
perfect; yet I am horror-struck when I hear
Saint Jerome declaring that although the
world is full of priests, barely one in a
hundred is living in a manner in conformity
with (his) state; when I hear a servant of
God attesting that he has learned by
revelation that the number of priests who
fall into hell each day is so great that it
seemed impossible to him that there be any
left on earth; when I hear Saint Chrysostom
exclaiming with tears in his eyes, "I do not
believe that many priests are saved; I
believe the contrary, that the number of
those who are damned is greater."

Prelates
Look higher still, and see the prelates of the
Holy Church, pastors who have the charge
of souls. Is the number of those who are
saved among them greater than the
number of those who are damned? Listen
to Cantimpre; he will relate an event to you,
and you may draw the conclusions. There
was a synod being held in Paris, and a
great number of prelates and pastors who
had the charge of souls were in attendance;
the king and princes also came to add
lustre to that assembly by their presence.
A famous preacher was invited to preach.
While he was preparing his sermon, a
horrible demon appeared to him and said,
"Lay your books aside. If you want to give
a sermon that will be useful to these princes
and prelates, content yourself with telling
them on our part, 'We the princes of
darkness thank you, princes, prelates, and
pastors of souls, that due to your
negligence, the greater number of the
faithful are damned; also, we are saving a
reward for you for this favour, when you
shall be with us in Hell.'"

Woe to you who command others! If so

many are damned by your fault,  what will
happen to you? If few out of those who are
first in the Church of God are saved, what
will happen to you?
Lay States
Take all states, both sexes, every condition:
husbands, wives, widows, young women,
young men, soldiers, merchants, craftsmen,
rich and poor, noble and plebian.

What are we to say about all these people
who are living so badly?
The following narrative from Saint Vincent
Ferrer will show you what you may think
about it. He relates that an archdeacon in
Lyons gave up his charge and retreated into
a desert place to do penance, and that he
died the same day and hour as Saint
Bernard. After his death, he appeared to his
bishop and said to him, "Know, Monsignor,
that at the very hour I passed away, thirty-
three thousand people also died. Out of this
number, Bernard and myself went up to
heaven without delay, three went to
purgatory, and all the others fell into Hell."

Our chronicles relate an even more dreadful
happening. One of our brothers,  well-
known for his doctrine and holiness, was
preaching in Germany. He represented the
ugliness of the sin of impurity so forceful
that a woman fell dead of sorrow in front of
everyone. Then, coming back to life, she
said, "When I was presented before the
Tribunal of God, sixty thousand people
arrived at the same time from all parts of
the world; out of that number, three were
saved by going to Purgatory, and all the rest
were damned."

O abyss of the judgments of God! Out of
thirty thousand, only five were saved! And
out of sixty thousand, only three went to
heaven!
You sinners who are listening to me, in what
category will you be numbered?... What do
you say?... What do you think?... I see
almost all of you lowering your heads, filled
with astonishment and horror. But let us lay
our stupor aside, and instead of flattering
ourselves, let us try to draw some profit
from our fear.
The Two Roads that Lead to Heaven
Is it not true that there are two roads which
lead to heaven: innocence and repentance?
Now, if I show you that very few take either
one of these two roads, as rational people
you will conclude that very few are saved.
And to mention proofs: in what age,
employment or condition will you find that
the number of the wicked is not a hundred
times greater than that of the good, and
about which one might say, "The good are

so rare and the wicked are so great in
number"? How many servants are totally
honest and faithful in their duties? How
many merchants are fair and equitable in
their commerce; how many craftsmen
exact and truthful; how many salesmen
disinterested and sincere? How many men
of law do not forsake equity? How many
soldiers do not tread upon innocence; how
many masters do not unjustly withhold the
salary of those who serve them, or do not
seek to dominate their inferiors?
Everywhere, the good are rare and the
wicked great in number. Who does not
know that today there is so much
libertinage among mature men, liberty
among young girls, vanity among women,
licentiousness in the nobility, corruption in
the middle class, dissolution in the people,
impudence among the poor, that one could
say what David said of his times: "All alike
have gone astray... there is not even one
who does good, not even one." Go into
street and square, into palace and house,
into city and countryside, into tribunal and
court of law, and even into the temple of
God. Where will you find virtue? "Alas!"
cries Salvianus, "except for a very little
number who flee evil, what is the assembly
of Christians if not a sink of vice?"

All that we can find everywhere is
selfishness, ambition, gluttony, and luxury.
Is not the greater portion of men defiled by
the vice of impurity, and is not Saint John
right in saying, "The whole world – if
something so foul may be called – "is
seated in wickedness?" I am not the one
who is telling you; reason obliges you to
believe that out of those who are living so
badly, very few are saved. But you will say:
Can penance not profitably repair the loss
of innocence? That is true, I admit. But I
also know that penance is so difficult in
practice, we have lost the habit so
completely, and it is so badly abused by
sinners, that this alone should suffice to
convince you that very few are saved by
that path. And how few are they who
persevere in it till death! Saint Ambrose
says it is easier to find men who have kept
their innocence than to find any who have
done fitting penance. If you consider the
sacrament of penance, there are so many
distorted confessions, so many studied
excuses, so many deceitful repentances,
so many false promises, so many
ineffective resolutions, so many invalid
absolutions! Would you regard as valid the
confession of someone who accuses
himself of sins of impurity and still holds to
the occasion of them? Or someone who
accuses himself of obvious injustices with
no intention of making any reparation

Continued on p.11
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whatsoever for them? Or someone who
falls again into the same iniquities right after
going to confession? Oh, horrible abuses
of such a great sacrament!
Death-Bed Repentance
Where are they now, those who believe that
the number of the saved among Christians
is greater than that of the damned and who,
to authorize their opinion, reason thus: the
greater portion of Catholic adults die in their
beds armed with the sacraments of the
Church, therefore most adult Catholics are
saved? Oh, what fine reasoning!  You must
say exactly the opposite. Most Catholic
adults confess badly at death, therefore
most of them are damned. I say "all the
more certain," because a dying person who
has not confessed well when he was in
good health will have an even harder time
doing so when he is in bed with a heavy
heart, an unsteady head, a muddled mind;
when he is opposed in many ways by
still-living objects, by still-fresh occasions,
by adopted habits, and above all by devils
who are seeking every means to cast him
into hell.
Now, if you add to all these false penitents
all the other sinners who die unexpectedly
in sin, who die from poisoning or from being
buried in earthquakes, or from a stroke, or
from a fall, or on the battlefield, in a fight,
caught in a trap, struck by lightning, burned
or drowned, are you not obliged to conclude
that most Christian adults are damned?
That is the reasoning of Saint Chrysostom.
This Saint says that most Christians are
walking on the road to hell throughout their
life. Why, then, are you so surprised that
the greater number goes to hell? To come
to a door, you must take the road that leads
there. What have you to answer such a
powerful reason?
The Great Mercy of God
The answer, you will tell me, is that the
mercy of God is great. Yes, for those who
fear Him, says the Prophet; but great is His
justice for the one who does not fear Him,
and it condemns all obstinate sinners. So
you will say to me: Well then, who is
Paradise for, if not for Christians? It is for
Christians, of course, but for those who do
not dishonour their character and who live
as Christians. Moreover, if to the number
of Christian adults who die in the grace of
God, you add the countless host of children
who die after baptism and before reaching
the age of reason, you will not be surprised
that Saint John the Apostle, speaking of
those who are saved, says, "I saw a great
multitude which no man could number."

And this is what deceives those who
pretend that the number of the saved
among Catholics is greater than that of the
damned... If to that number, you add the
adults who have kept the robe of
innocence, or who after having defiled it,
have washed it in the tears of penance, it
is certain that the greater number is saved;
and that explains the words of Saint John,
"I saw a great multitude," and these other
words of Our Lord, "Many will come from

the east and from the west, and will feast
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven," and the other figures
usually cited in favour of that opinion.
But if you are talking about Christian adults,
experience, reason, authority, propriety and
Scripture all agree in proving that the
greater number is damned. Do not believe
that because of this, paradise is empty; on
the contrary, it is a very populous kingdom.
And if the damned are "as numerous as the
sand in the sea," the saved are "as
numerous at the stars of heaven," that is,
both the one and the other are countless,
although in very different proportions.
St Thomas Aquinas
Brothers, the problem of salvation is a very
difficult thing; for according to the maxims
of the theologians, when an end demands
great efforts, few only attain it. That is why
Saint Thomas, the Angelic Doctor, after
weighing all the reasons pro and con in his
immense erudition, finally concludes that
the greater number of Catholic adults are
damned. He says, "Because eternal
beatitude surpasses the natural state,
especially since it has been deprived of
original grace, it is the little number that are
saved."

The Great Justice of God
So then, remove the blindfold from your
eyes that is blinding you with self-love, that
is keeping you from believing such an
obvious truth by giving you very false ideas
concerning the justice of God, "Just Father,
the world has not known Thee," said Our
Lord Jesus Christ. He does not say
"Almighty Father, most good and merciful
Father." He says "just Father," so we may
understand that out of all the attributes of
God, none is less known than His justice,
because men refuse to believe what they
are afraid to undergo. Therefore, remove
the blindfold that is covering your eyes and
say tearfully: Alas! The greater number of
Catholics, the greater number of those who
live here, perhaps even those who are in
this assembly, will be damned! What
subject could be more deserving of your
tears?
Either you understand what it means to be
saved and to be damned for all eternity, or
you do not. If you understand and in spite
of that, you do not decide to change your
life today, make a good confession and
trample upon the world, in a word, make
your every effort to be counted among the
littler number of those who are saved, I say
that you do not have the faith.
You are more excusable if you do not
understand it, for then one must say that
you are out of your mind. To be saved for
all eternity, to be damned for all eternity,
and to not make your every effort to avoid
the one and make sure of the other, is
something inconceivable.

Thinking Through Catholic Truth … Continued from p.10

Final part of St Leonard’s sermon in
next edition: the Goodness of God
(Who) desires salvation for all.

God has created me to
do Him some definite

service. He has
committed some work to

me which He has not
committed to another.

I have my mission.
I may never know it in
this life, but I shall be

told it in the next.
I am a link in a chain, a

bond of connection
between persons…

How can we
answer to ourselves for
the souls who have in

our times lived and died
in sin; the souls that

have been lost and are
now waiting for the

judgment, seeing that
for what we know, we

were ordained to
influence or reverse
their present destiny

and have not done it?

Blessed Cardinal John Newman
(1801-1890)
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Egg on Face:
Editor Grovels

You have revealed your glamorous
youth and given me a really good
chuckle by defining cappa magna as
a ‘big hat’ in the Loftus piece in my
newly-arrived CT, which I always read
from cover to cover the minute it hits
the porch deck!

No doubt other big-heads have got in
before me to tell you that on the
contrary it is a great cloak with a long
train of wool, violet for a bishop and
red for a cardinal. It has a cape and
hood, which in winter is of ermine, in
summer of almost red silk. When the
Bishop wears the cappa magna he
needs a train-bearer’. (The
Ceremonies of the Roman Rite
Described: Fortescue, O’Connell and
Reid).

Ancient personages like moi might
dimly remember the full glory of a real
archbishop like Dr. Downey,
Archbishop of Liverpool entering the
sanctuary with his sweeping train
supported by his train-bearer for a
‘Solemn Mass in the Presence of a
Greater Prelate’. So you see the
unspeakable Loftus’s insult went a
little deeper than having a pop at
Cardinal Ranjith’s hat! I don’t know if
the Cardinal wears a cappa magna,
but I’m inclined to doubt it, and to
doubt that the SSPX Bishops do.
We’ve still got a bit to do to recover the
full glory of the traditional rite.
Christina Hartley, Mossley,
England

Excellent issue of CT! The Ferrara
article, which I photocopied for a few
neo-conservative parishioners, really
upset them!

One small point: in the article on Car-
dinal Ranjith (p.22) your footnote 3
translates "cappa magna" as  "large
hat". It doesn't mean that. A "cappa" is
a "cape" or a "cloak", so it's the "big
cloak" that is draped from the Cardi-
nal's shoulders and flows behind him
in a train, sometimes requiring a team
of altar-boy pages to carry it. Not his
"cap", as one might expect - I used to.
I am older and, I hope, wiser. I sus-
pect very few people will have read
the footnote but it was a good article
and Mgr Loftus is something else!
David Lightfoot, Market Rasen,
England.

Well, well, well. Whaddya know. Brace yourself for this:  I made a
mistake.  It was bound to happen one day. I relied on an online
translation tool to tell me what “cappa magna” means and it told me
“large hat.”(see footnote 3, p.22: Cardinal Ranjith “the Sri Lankan cappa magna fetishist”
- Aberdeen Priest CT Issue No. 80, December, 2013)

It turns out, that’s not what it means at all. In my defence, I have to say
that although I grew up with the traditional Latin Mass before the Holy
Spirit arrived to tell us it was just not good enough, I  had never heard
of, let alone seen, a cappa magna. In any event, I apologise for this
liturgical gaffe and thank the two readers below for alerting me to it.  In
my further defence, all I can say is mea maxima culpa! 1

Footnote:
1 Loosely translated means: editor’s an idiot!

Feature Letter No. 1…       Feature Letter No. 2…

People think that
computers keep

them from
making mistakes.
They’re wrong.
With computers

you make
mistakes faster…

Adam Osborne
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The Devil - In Real Life
(so to speak!)

Much has been written to expose the
various sources of error in today’s Church,
but these are but useful effects of the real
enemy, the devil. He has not gone away in
deference to post-Vatican II thinking and is
very much alive today, perhaps even more
so than in past times, and should receive
far more exposure than he does. Let me
make up for this inexcusable lack.
Personal testimony is always more powerful
than mere theology. Here are two
experiences of evil (from my own life).
One day, years before becoming a Catholic,
I was sitting in my parent’s living room in an
ordinary terraced house in London, when I
became aware of a frightening ‘presence’ a
few feet away.
How to describe it? Impossible.
A small grey shapeless cloud, a being with
all its human faculties turned inwards in
endless futility and frustration, complete
negativity, a spiritual version of the
astronomer’s black hole?
Most people today, including Catholics,
have only what Newman would call a
‘notional’ sense of the terrible danger we
are all in. As C.S. Lewis pointed out, the
Devil’s greatest triumph in these times is to
persuade us that he does not exist.
One way of considering Hell is a total
negation of being. We use the word
‘nothing’ quite freely without realising that it
can have a fuller and deeper meaning. And
Satan can produce something less than
nothing, darker than black and less
substantial than a vacuum!
In contrast, Our Lady of Fatima was
described as being ‘brighter than the sun’.
At the time of this experience I had already
started to amend my careless life. I think
that this was sent to me to spur me on to
greater urgency and to show me the fate of
those who retreat from life into narcissistic
fantasy. It is not pleasant to speak of these
things, but if the ‘four last things’ - death,
judgement, heaven and hell - are not
coming from the pulpit these days, it is
necessary for laymen to do the job.
My second experience concerns modern
abstract art, some of which can be diabolical
in effect. This was forcibly brought home to
me while sitting as attendant to an exhibition
of modern paintings. Having made a brief
inspection of the canvases and dismissed
them as incomprehensible, I settled down
with a book.
After an hour or so, a man came in and

Jim Allen
(not pictured)
writes …

started to ‘explain’ them to me. I did not
take much notice at first until, with a shiver
running down my spine, I realised that he
was convinced that the planet would shortly
be blown up by a nuclear explosion and
these paintings were what things would be
like in what he called the ‘new synthesis’
after this technological apocalypse. What
must it be like to have such a faith festering
in your soul?
Then, gradually, one of the paintings began
to draw my attention. It was entirely in the
lifeless colours of black, grey and white,
and looked like a pile of broken swastikas
heaped in the corner of a room.  A swastika
is a distorted cross and thus a powerful
anti-Christian statement, but there was
more to it than that; it soon began to
generate a sense of fear and evil. I was
glad to get out of that room at the end of
my stint and nothing would have persuaded
me to return.

Some modern art has the
power to damage the

soul and it is insidious.

Yet people enshrine
it dangerously in
their actual homes,

under the impression that
they are being commendably

avant-guard.
When we become aware of the impact of
certain images on the mind, we realise the
frightening power of Television. The Devil
makes maximum use of this constant
stream of influences that flow unchecked
and unopposed over modern man.
The paintings that so affected me that
afternoon could be considered prophecy
rather than art: they showed in some
mysterious way what the depths of modern
man’s soul is like or is in danger of
becoming; a nihilistic void, an abomination
of desolation from which the
superabundant life of
God has been
completely ejected,
perhaps going deeper
into the Devil’s abyss
than ever before.
In Dante’s ‘Hell’ there
is a lot of hatred and
passion but at the
bottom, where Satan
himself is, the author could find no better
life-negating symbol than ice. Everything is
frozen, but even here the forms and shapes
of created things are still discernable. In the
post-nuclear holocaust of my exhibition
artist’s vision, no created things as we
know them were left. This total
deconstruction opens up a new dimension
of horror. Dante’s Hell looks homely
compared with this depersonalised
alienation. The ordinary word ‘nothing’

assumes its full terrifying meaning.
I finally arrived at a working definition of the
function of ‘bad’ modern art. It is meant to
send us, shaking with fear, into the nearest
Catholic church, there to kneel gratefully in
front of fifth-rate plaster statues of Jesus
and Mary.
In Father F.X. Schouppe’s book ‘Hell’ (Tan,
1989) there are nearly a hundred well
attested private revelations of Hell to
religious, priests and lay folk, including
saints and Doctors of the Church. There
are no visions of an empty Hell!
I implore, therefore, bishops and clergy to
ask a reliable chemist to make up some
brimstone sulphate tablets, one to be taken
before homilies and two before writing
Lenten pastorals. This would marvellously
stimulate the use of the confessional and
obedience to the Magisterium: abuses in
the Church, sexual or otherwise, would
markedly decrease. “Be sober, and watch;
because your adversary, the devil, as a
roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Peter 5:8)

Jim Allen is a prolific letter writer, often
published in the mainstream Catholic
newspapers. A long-time supporter of
Catholic Truth, he lives in sunny Torquay
in the south of England - lucky devil!

       Fatima: vision of Hell
The Secret imparted to the three shepherd
children at Fatima on July 13, 1917 had three
parts. The first part was fully revealed in Sr.
Lucy’s Third and Fourth Memoirs, written at
the command of her bishop, in 1941. This first
part of the Secret of Fatima describes what
Lucy, Jacinta and Francisco saw on that day.
We quote from Sister Lucy’s memoirs:

She [Our Lady of Fatima] opened Her hands
once more, as She had done during the two
previous months. The rays of light seemed to
penetrate the earth, and we saw as it were a
sea of fire. Plunged in this fire were demons
and souls [of the damned] in human form, like
transparent burning embers, all blackened or
burnished bronze, floating about in the
conflagration, now raised into the air by the
flames that issued from within themselves
together with great clouds of smoke, now
falling back on every side like sparks in huge
fires, without weight or equilibrium, amid
shrieks and groans of pain and despair, which
horrified us and made us tremble with fear. (It
must have been this sight which caused me
to cry out, as people say they heard me). The
demons could be distinguished [from the
souls of the damned] by their terrifying and
repellent likeness to frightful and unknown
animals, black and transparent like burning
coals. This vision lasted but an instant. How
can we ever be grateful enough to our kind
heavenly Mother, Who had already prepared
us by promising, in the first apparition, to take
us to Heaven. Otherwise, I think we would
have died of fear and terror.

Our Lady then explained to the children, "You
have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners
go."

To read more about Fatima,
visit www.fatima.org

http://www.fatima.org
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Catholic Education -
Out of the Mouths of Babes…

More on Catholic Education on p.15

Letter to Friends and Benefactors,

Within the last  year, we were visited by a
professional teacher, who was finishing her Masters
degree in Education. Her research topic was
“Religious Identity in Catholic Faith Schools”. She
visited our humble school and a large Catholic school
in the Midlands, interviewing teachers and observing
classes and assemblies.

In her dissertation she summarises the chasm
(between the two schools) as follows:

“School A (St Michael’s) teaches students how to be
Catholics and School B (Catholic school in the
Midlands) teaches students about Catholicism.”

She says that “School A has a very strong ideology of
Catholicism as absolute truth. Pupils in the school are
taught this, being shown the way in which they need
to live their lives to ‘gain eternal salvation’.  In
contrast, School B has followed the government’s
advice when it comes to religious education.

There was no sense of Catholicism as absolute truth. Therefore, there was a much weaker sense
of Catholic identity in School B, as pupils were taught a variety of religions, with Catholicism
not being placed above them but alongside them. Also, there was no mention made about
eternal salvation, and what a person must do to ‘get to heaven’. These issues were not raised
in any of the interviews or observations made in School B.”

Unfortunately, School B does not seem to be following Pope Pius XI’s instructions in his
Encyclical of 1929 “Divini Illius Magistri”.  He says: “It is clear that there can be no true
education which is not wholly directed to man’s last end, and that in the present order of
Providence, since God has revealed Himself to us in the Person of His Only Begotten Son,
who alone is ‘the way, the truth and the life,’ there can be no ideally perfect education which
is not Christian education.”
Please continue to pray for our little Catholic school in its very large task of forming souls
ready and willing to work out their salvation.

In Maria, Reverend Father Patrick Summers.

 From the SSPX Newsletter
(UK) December, 2013…

All emphases in original.

SSPX School, St Michael’s  is in Berkshire, England
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Editor

I see that MSP's have voted to reject
provisos to protect religious freedoms,
clergy, celebrants, in new legislation to
permit same-sex marriage.
This is hardly surprising given the moral
drift within Scottish society since the
advent of abortion legislation in the late
60's.
As a teacher of religious education these
new proposals to be made law will extend
to my colleagues and me, and we will be
coerced into promoting alternative
interpretations regarding marriage etc.
The bishops and many of the clergy will
remain mute as they have done so far and
will abandon lay Catholics to their fate.
However, I, for one, will not violate my
Catholic conscience for any institution or
politicians who have elevated themselves
to being considered a source of moral
authority.

Catholic RE Teacher: I will defend Catholic sexual morality even if
it means losing my teaching position…

(Catholic Truth: just let them try…)

Legality and morality are not the same
thing. Once again this country has
promoted laws which are contrary to the
natural law, violate Church teaching and
doctrine and as such are not binding on
Catholics who must adhere to the
dogmas, doctrines and magisterial
authority of Christ's vicar.
These laws are man made, erroneous
and as such I will continue to defend
Catholic teaching even at the expense of
my teaching position.
Michael Brady, Glasgow.

Editor: if it comes to pass that Michael, or any other Catholic teacher who comes to
our attention, is so much as rebuked by senior management in a Catholic school for
upholding God’s moral law, now commonly referred to as “Catholic teaching”, then
the Catholic Bishops of Scotland will find no hiding place. I’m reliably informed that
they fear our humble organisation. Well, let them start to worry now, because unless
faithful Catholic teachers are supported quickly and without reservation in the event
of any complaint, whether from faithless parents, ignorant pupils, or amoral
politicians, we will move up about ten gears in order to right the wrong done.

Catholic Education -
Schools in Lanarkshire Host ‘Safer Sex’ Sessions…

currently being home-educated, will not be
attending any allegedly Catholic school.
They  will study for the qualifications they
require to pursue further or higher
education using one of the other avenues
available to home-schoolers.
Sincere thanks to Fr Sharkey for his help.
Over time, we’ve heard from various
sources that Father Sharkey suffers
opposition in the parish for the crime of
trying to teach the Faith in an orthodox
manner. It’s heartening to know that St
Maurice’s is blessed with such a good
chaplain, a priest who will be able,
hopefully, to somehow see to it that the
pupils are not deprived of hearing about
the full beauty of Catholic teaching on
marriage and family life. Beats producing
another generation which associates
sexual behaviour with promiscuity and
sexually transmitted diseases, gaining the
impression that this is normal, instead of
gravely sinful.
It goes without saying that if Michael
McGrath and his entourage at the Scottish
Catholic Education Service were
possessed of properly formed Catholic
consciences they would resign for their
complicity in promoting the “safer sex”
message in Scottish Catholic schools. But
don’t watch this space. They won’t.

The parent of a senior pupil in St Maurice’s
Catholic School in Cumbernauld, contacted
us when her daughter arrived home from
school with a letter from NHS Lanarkshire
notifying parents of an outbreak of the
sexually transmitted disease, syphillis in the
area. As a result, the letter went on: “NHS
Lanarkshire is taking action to increase
understanding among young people of the
importance of preventing infection and
practising safer sex for those young people
who have sex… One of the approaches
being used is to provide an information
session on syphilis to pupils in S4, S5 and
S6 in each school in Lanarkshire.”

Now, any Catholic Head Teacher worthy of
the position, would have chucked that letter
in the bin, not handed out copies to pupils.
Any Catholic Head Teacher worthy of the
position would not dream of putting pupils
in the path of moral danger by subjecting
them to the sexologists who, are
determined to (quoting from the letter
again) “deliver accurate messages to
populations affected by infections such as
syphilis in order to reduce the risk of further
infection…[to] convey key messages
around risk  taking behaviour in regards to
sexual health”. “Risk-taking behaviour” is,
of course, double-speak for “sex without a
condom”.
The parent who contacted Catholic Truth
is a home-educator. Her daughter had
attended primary school but agreed to try
home-education rather than attend
Secondary - and she thrived as a result. In
order to obtain her Higher Certificates in
various subjects, however, she enrolled at
St Maurice’s and is enjoying her subjects
very much.
Thus, her mother was reluctant to express
her concerns about the NHS information
session in case it adversely affected her
daughter. On her behalf, therefore, I
contacted the school chaplain, Fr Gerald
Sharkey, to seek his opinion. I don’t know
Fr Sharkey, have never met him, but
various readers have praised him as one
of the “good guys” in the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, so I emailed him to seek advice
for the concerned parent.  His reply:
[Regarding those parents who contacted
you, about the situation]    I spoke to the
Head Teacher  of St. Maurice's yesterday.
She was understanding and informed me
that she had immediately contacted the
Bishops' education representatives who
already knew about the matter, since it
affects most of the schools of the diocese
of Motherwell also.  Apparently they have
worked with the NHS to  produce a
presentation that is 'in harmony' with the
Bishops' approved materials for
Sex/Relationship education, "Called to
Love."   The HT also told me that she had
planned to have the presentation  offered
first to parents, to allow them to make an

informed choice about whether their
children should be involved.  Unfortunately
that has not  been possible.   However, it
reassured me that the HT would not object
at all, nor cause 'repercussions' for any
child whose parents chose to withdraw
them.

The parent, reassured, rang the school to
ask for the Head’s email address and
subsequently wrote to express her
concerns and to ask if she could sit in on
one of he information sessions. No reply.
Not a peep.
Of course, any “Sex/Relationship”
programme used in a Catholic School
which omits “Marriage” in its title is
immediately suspect, and any such
programme in any Catholic school which
can accommodate the “safer-sex” message
is about as Catholic as Vladimir Putin, as
is any parent who neglects to protect their
offspring from the useful idiots in so-called
Catholic education who are promoting the
deadly propaganda loosely termed “safer
sex”.
The parent who contacted us is now
adamant that her other three children,
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The Society of St. Pius X is Catholic
Extracts from article by Fr François Laisney, FSSPX

To read the entire article, with footnotes, visit www.sspxasia.com

For more than the first three hundred years
of the Church every single Pope was a
Saint; for more than a century before Vati-
can II the Church enjoyed excellent Popes,
really attentive to fulfil the mission they
received to “religiously guard and faithfully
explain the revelation or deposit of faith
that was handed down through the Apos-
tles”, though not all were saints. And the
faithful forgot that it has not always been
so, and the Church had had to deplore
scandalous Popes, though relatively few,
in the Middle Ages, even Popes like John
XXII trying to push new doctrines, which
were later condemned as heretical (Dz
530). Thus when the wind of change blew
at Vatican II, and great turmoil came all
over, most faithful were taken by surprise.
For some these changes were such a
scandal that they lost the faith; many oth-
ers simply dropped the practice of the faith;
many went along puzzled, not knowing to
whom to turn, trying to hold on to some
devotion like the Rosary in which they
found many graces. But some priests cou-
rageously kept the doctrine of all times,
and the liturgy of all times. That which had
sanctified centuries and centuries of faith-
ful was still capable to sanctify us today.
The fidelity of these priests spread by word
of mouth, more and more faithful came to
them and found – often at last after a long
searching journey – a haven of graces in
the turbulent years of the after-Council. But
then, these priests became the object of
sanctions, they were forbidden to have
faithful attend their Masses, for no other
reason than their keeping the Mass of all
times.

They were then faced with a dilemma:
either to subject to the orders, and to aban-
don the faithful in the hands of those
changing everything, or to continue to pro-
vide the faithful with the traditional liturgy,
as all holy priests had done in the past.
Knowing that St. Pius V had said that no
priest could ever be subject to ecclesiasti-
cal sanction for saying the Mass he ap-
proved, they continued to provide these
faithful with the traditional Mass and sacra-
ments.

And thus came a situation where those
who were faithfully “transmitting that which
they had received” were apparently diso-
bedient, and those who changed every-
thing (new mass, new rites for every
sacrament, new catechism, new theology
of the Pascal mystery, new canon law, new
rules for all religious orders, new relations
between Church and States, often new
morals, etc.) were apparently in obedi-
ence. Knowing that obedience is a moral
virtue, requiring a right measure between
a default (disobedience to legitimate or-
ders) and an excess (servility, i.e. obedi-
ence to illegitimate orders), they chose

fidelity to the age-old faith and practices of
the Church, rather than this appearance of
obedience. They rightly understood that
they had not only the duty to keep the Faith
for themselves, but also to pass it on to the
next generation: “tradidi quod et accepi.”

When they heard of a bishop keeping also
the Mass of all times and training seminar-
ians with this fidelity, they conceived great
hopes. He had started his society in per-
fect obedience, even with the encourage-
ment of both Mgr. Charrière, bishop of
Fribourg (where the Society of St. Pius X
was canonically erected on 1st Nov. 1970),
and of Mgr. Adam, bishop of Sion (where
the seminary of Ecône was opened). As
could be expected, the whole pressure
came on him, and in 1976 he was asked
by Paul VI not to ordain the priests who
had completed their seminary. Here is a
key passage of the sermon of ordination of
29th June 1976:

Continued on p.17

“If in all objectivity we seek the true motive
animating those who ask us not to perform
these ordinations, if we look for the hidden
motive, it is because we are ordaining
these priests that they may say the Mass
of all time. It is because they know that
these priests will be faithful to the Mass of
the Church, to the
Mass of Tradition,
to the Mass of all
time, that they urge
us not to ordain
them. In proof of
this, consider that
six times in the last
three weeks – six
times – we have
been asked to re
establish normal re-
lations with Rome
and to give as proof
the acceptance of
the new rite; and I have been asked to
celebrate it myself. They have gone so far
as to send me someone who offered to
concelebrate with me in the new rite so as
to manifest that I accepted voluntarily this
new liturgy, saying that in this way all
would be straightened out between us and
Rome… Thus it is clear, it is evident that it
is on the problem of the Mass that the
whole drama between Ecône and Rome
depends.

“Are we wrong in obstinately wanting to
keep the rite of all time? We have, of
course, prayed, we have consulted, we
have reflected, we have meditated to dis-
cover if it is not indeed we who are in error,
or if we do not really have a sufficient
reason not to submit ourselves to the new
rite. And in fact, the very insistence of
those who were sent from Rome to ask us
to change rite makes us wonder.

“And we have the precise conviction that
this new rite of Mass expresses a new
faith, a faith which is not ours, a faith
which is not the Catholic Faith. This New
Mass is a symbol, is an expression, is an
image of a new faith, of a modernist faith.
For if the most holy Church has wished to
guard throughout the centuries this pre-
cious treasure which she has given us of
the rite of Holy Mass which was canon-
ized by Saint Pius V, it has not been
without purpose. It is because this Mass
contains our whole faith, the whole Cath-
olic Faith: faith in the Most Holy Trinity,
faith in the Divinity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, faith in the Blood of Our Lord
Jesus Christ which flowed for the re-
demption of our sins, faith in supernatural
grace, which comes to us from the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, which comes to us
from the Cross, which comes to us
through all the Sacraments.

“This is what we believe in celebrating
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass of all time.
It is a lesson of faith and at the same time
a source of our faith, indispensable for us
in this age when our faith is attacked from
all sides. We have need of this true Mass,
of this Mass of all time, of this Sacrifice of
Our Lord Jesus Christ really to fill our
souls with the Holy Ghost and with the
strength of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Now it is evident that the new rite, if I
may say so, supposes another concep-
tion of the Catholic religion – another
religion…

“Tomorrow perhaps, in the newspapers,
will appear our condemnation. It is quite
possible, because of these ordinations
today. I myself shall probably be struck
by suspension… Well, I appeal to St.
Pius V, who in his Bull said that, in perpe-
tuity, no priest could incur a censure,
whatever it might be, in perpetuity, for
saying this Mass. And consequently, this
censure, this excommunication, if there
was one, these censures, if they are any,
are absolutely invalid, contrary to that
which Saint Pius V established in perpe-
tuity in his Bull: that never in any age
could one inflict a censure on a priest
who says this Holy Mass.
This text is important to understand. The
apparent motive of the 1976 suspension
was the lack of dimissorial letters normally
required for the ordination of seminarians
from another diocese; but the real motive
was the attachment to the Traditional
Mass. Where the real motive of a sanction
is wrong, the sanction is invalid. The same
is true for the excommunication of 1988.
The same was true for the excommunica-
tion of St. Joan of Arc, or of Blessed Moth-
er Mary of the Cross McKillop.

http://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/Society_of_Saint_Pius_X/The_Society_of_Saint_Pius_X_is_Catholic.htm
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One does not become “non Catholic” by
fidelity to Catholic Tradition. The guiding
principle of Archbishop Lefebvre has al-
ways been his “declaration” of 21st Novem-
ber 1974: “We hold firmly with all our heart
and with all our mind to Catholic Rome,
Guardian of the Catholic Faith and of the
traditions necessary to the maintenance of
this faith, to the eternal Rome, mistress of
wisdom and truth.” But since one does not
really love the truth, unless he rejects the
errors opposed to it, he continues: “We
refuse on the other hand, and have always
refused, to follow the Rome of Neo-Mod-
ernist and Neo-Protestant tendencies
which became clearly manifest during the
Second Vatican Council, and after the
Council, in all the reforms which issued
from it… It is impossible to profoundly mod-
ify the Law of prayer without modifying the
Law of belief. To the New Mass there cor-
responds the new catechism, the new
priesthood, the new seminaries, the new
universities, the charismatic Church, Pen-
tecostalism: all of them opposed to ortho-
doxy and the never-changing
Magisterium… This is why, without any
rebellion, bitterness, or resentment, we
pursue our work of priestly formation under
the guidance of the never-changing Magis-
terium, convinced as we are that we cannot
possibly render a greater service to the
Holy Catholic Church, to the Sovereign
Pontiff, and to posterity.” (Ibid. p. 38-39.)

When one considers the state of most sem-
inaries in the late 60s, 70s and 80s, then
one understands how true service to the
Holy Church was the Archbishop’s semi-
naries. In fact he was the first to implement
the “year of spirituality”, one of the few
good suggestions of Vatican II (O.T. 12,14).

Objection: but what about acting in dioces-
es without the permission of the local ordi-
naries?
Response: this situation is not of our
choosing, but rather a consequence of the
illegitimate sanctions that fell on Archbish-
op Lefebvre. He had started with these
permissions; but when these sanctions
came, he was faced with the same dilem-
ma of the local traditional priests: either to
submit, and abandon the seminarians and
priests of the Society in the hands of many
modernist bishops, or to continue to train
good priests. In fact, some seminarians
had left the Society when these sanctions
came, and they were all led either to aban-
don their vocation or to take the new Mass.
Even in the Society of St. Peter, they were
led to accept concelebration in the new rite
at least once a year. What the Catholic
faithful needs most, is good priests, faithful
to what the Church has always done with-
out compromise with the novelties. We
wish to be able to work with the approval of
the local bishops, but the problem is not on
our part: we have the catholic Faith, catho-
lic liturgy, catholic catechism, etc. We rec-
ognize their authority, we pray for them at
every Mass in the Canon, why don’t they
approve us? Because we don’t accept the
novelties. But that is not a fault on our part.
On the contrary, it is out of fidelity to the

Catholic Church, it is a mark of a “true and
genuine Catholic” as St. Vincent of Lerins
said.

New criteria of orthodoxy
However today in certain circles some
think that the criteria of orthodoxy is what-
ever the Pope teaches today, not consid-
ering whether it is in conformity with
tradition, and raising almost his every
word as an infallible word. They pretend
that only the Pope can state what, in the
catholic teachings of old, does belong to
“divine” tradition and what only belongs to
“human” tradition, and thus could be
changed. It is true that only the Pope can
define that which belong to divine tradition;
but it is not true that the faithful cannot
know what has been taught, except if the
Pope today says so.

Lord Jesus Christ speaking through him in
such circumstances.

The same applies at a lower level to bish-
ops, successors of the Apostles. When
they act as such, i.e. really following in the
footsteps of the holy bishops of the past,
faithfully transmitting that which they have
received, the faithful recognize that which
they have been taught in their catechism
when they were young, they know they do
not speak of themselves, but recognize
the voice of the Our Lord Jesus Christ in
them. But when a bishop enforces novel-
ties, organizes ecumenical meetings
which no holy bishop has organized be-
fore, the faithful no longer recognizes the
voice of Our Lord. If a bishop would kiss
the Koran, would the fact that the Pope did
it before excuse him from a sin?

To be in union with the Pope does not just
mean with the Pope of today, disregarding
all the past; it means union with the Pope
and all he represents, i.e. the Faith of
Peter, faithfully handed down through the
centuries and entrusted to the present
successor of Peter, not to be changed nor
mixed with novelties, but to be “religiously
guarded and faithfully explained.”

Conclusion
In keeping Catholic Tradition, the Society
of St. Pius X is perfectly Catholic and
awaits the time when the principle of fidel-
ity to Tradition will find again its place in
the thinking of those who have received
authority in the Church “unto edification
and not unto destruction” (2 Cor. 13:10).
We are doing a good work for the Church,
as the visitation of our Society by Cardinal
Gagnon testified;1 we await their approval,
and entrust our work to Our Blessed Lady,
Mother of the Church.

The Society of St Pius X is Catholic… Continued from p.16

To be in union with the Pope
does not just mean with

the Pope of today;
it means union with the Pope

and all he represents,
i.e. the Faith of Peter,
faithfully handed down
through the centuries

and entrusted
to the present successor

of Peter,
not to be changed

nor mixed with novelties

In such a case, he would be not a trans-
parent window to the light of Christ coming
from behind, but a television screen: not
transparent, but often presenting a partial
side of information. Since it is impossible
for the Pope each day to teach everything,
the faithful must not forget what they learnt
yesterday, and must remain faithful to it.

When the Pope speaks in conformity with
Tradition, the faithful know it because they
remember what the Popes have taught
before the present one, and they hear not
just the voice of today’s Pope but of all the
Popes through today’s Pope: it is the voice
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Hence, when he
recalls the unchanging teachings on chas-
tity and marriage, teaching fidelity and
condemning contraception and abortion
and all kinds of modern aberrations, we all
adhere to this teaching which is not his
invention, but the age-old teachings of the
Church applied to the modern situation.

But if today they hear the Pope saying
something in opposition to what the Popes
said yesterday, the faithful know they must
not accept it. For example, when [Pope
John Paul II] kissed the Koran (and ac-
tions speak more loudly than words),
when he invited all kinds of religions to
practice their false cults in Assisi (Bud-
dhists offering incense to their idols placed
on top of an altar, etc.), and other such
novelties, all faithful know that no Pope
has ever done that before. It is not Our

Immaculate Heart of Mary
pray for us

Footnote:
1From November 11 - December 9, 1987, Cardinal
Gagnon, representing the Vatican, visited the
seminaries and various parishes of the SSPX in
Europe. On the basis of what he saw, Cardinal
Gagnon wrote a report favourable to the Society,
which arrived on the Pope's desk on January 5, 1988.
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Pope Francis:
“I knew a parish
priest in Hamburg
who was dealing
with the beatification
cause of a Catholic
priest guillotined by
the Nazis for
teaching children

the catechism. After him, in the list of
condemned individuals, was a Lutheran
pastor who was killed for the same reason.
Their blood was mixed. The parish priest
told me he had gone to the bishop and said
to him: ‘I will continue to deal with the
cause, but both of their causes, not just the
Catholic priest’s.’ This is what ecumenism
of blood is.”
I never heard of ecumenism by blood
before, but if it is correct that Lutherans can
go to heaven for teaching children heresy,
my fear and trembling and working out my
salvation just seems kind of silly now.
“No-one, whatever almsgiving he has
practiced, even if he has shed blood for the
name of Christ, can be saved, unless he
has remained in the bosom and unity of the
Catholic Church” (Decree Cantate Domino
Council of Florence)

Kind of sounds like teaching the road to hell
is the road to heaven to me.
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/2784/pope_francis_address
es_marxism_charges_women_cardinals_in_ila_stampai_interviewii.as
px#.Uub7lk1FBhF

From the Blog…
Unknownsaint on
heretic “saints”…

In one of the (Edinburgh) city
centre churches I picked up an
order of service for the Requiem
Mass of an elderly lady that had
taken place a few days ago.

The recessional   “hymn” was When you
were sweet sixteen. I kid you not. I’m
thinking of having ye cannae shove yer
granny off the bus at my funeral.

Vianney on
General Discussion

Gabriel Syme on
Archbishop Nichols
Named Cardinal

And here is damning evi-
dence of why [Archbishop]
Nichols should not be get-
ting the red hat – why,
indeed, the English Epis-
copate should receive a
rocket:

“This week it has been reported that
Mass attendance in England and
Wales continues to decline from
985,000 in 2001 to 849, 200 in 2012.”
http://protectthepope.com/?p=9688

This ongoing slump is even despite the
Polish immigration in recent years etc.

Just a thought, but perhaps if Catholic
leaders in England and Wales espoused
Catholic doctrine clearly and robustly –
instead of always seeking compromise
with the world – they might find the num-
bers stop going down.

I [read] a horrific story in the
press a couple of years ago
about two children in
Edinburgh who were taken
away from their grandparents
(their mother was a recovering

drug user) and given to two homosexual
men. I think the reason given for their not
being able to look after the children was that
one them was diabetic.

Miles Immaculatae
on Child Protection:
State Vs Family

…the point of the thread is
that people who grew up in
the Novus Ordo world have
never been told by their
pastors the differences
between the Church that

grew up during the past 1900 years and the
Church that holds sway today.
Consequently they just don't know about
the errors and it could possibly be argued
that they are invincibly ignorant.  However,
those who have been approached by
Traditionalist friends in attempts to
enlighten them, and who have wilfully
closed up their ears - these are the ones
who cannot claim invincible ignorance and
who are risking the future of their souls.
The same is true of those more elderly who
knew the pre-Vatican II Church but who
have not made any effort to return to
Tradition, favouring instead the easier life
within the post-Vatican II Church.
That is what this thread is exploring - the
danger to the spiritual well-being of those
who are resisting the known truth.

Leprechaun on
Judgement Day &The
Fate of “Mainstream”
Catholics

Gandalf on
Was Pope Francis
Canonically Elected?

I wrote extensively on
sedevacantism during
the 1980s and 1990s,
publishing one paper in
the Angelus, the (SSPX)
US District’s magazine.
In all my research I have

learned a few things which I would like to
share in order to quell the nonsense found
in Father Kramer’s letter.
1.  No matter who was conniving Pope
Benedict’s resignation at whatever level,
in the end he acted of his own freewill.  He,
despite threats, still had the power to say
NO and to remain pope.  He himself chose
instead to resign.  Thus his resignation is
a valid act.
2.  I do not know much about St. Francis
prophecy about an uncanonically elected
pope.  But I do know that as long as the
cardinal electors vote freely, then even if
they are liberals or even excommunicates,
the election is considered valid till proven
otherwise.  And who inside the conclave is
going to give us proof like that?  Who is
going to be able to prove the bad intention
of a majority of cardinal electors?  In
addition, the entire Church has accepted
Francis as the sovereign pontiff.  There has
been no serious doubt thrown on his
election by any credible authority.  This
confirms his election.
3.  We are faced with a liberal pope, one
who is true to the tenets of modernism.
According to St. Robert Bellarmine:
“Just as it is licit to resist the Pontiff who
attacks the body, so also is it licit to resist
him who attacks souls… or above all, tries
to destroy the Church. I say that it is licit to
resist him by not doing what he orders and
by impeding the execution of his will; it is
not licit, however, to judge him, to punish
him, or depose him, for these are acts
proper to a superior” (Michael Davies,
Liturgical Revolution: Vol. III: Pope Paul's
New Mass (Dickenson, TX: Angelus Press,
1980), p. 602).

We must then join wholeheartedly into the
new (SSPX) Rosary Crusade in order to
bring down the graces necessary for the
pope to convert and the Church to be
returned to sanity.  Nothing is beyond the
power of Our Lady, and no problem is too
big to be solved by her Rosary (said Sister
Lucia herself).  Our Lady of the Rosary,
pray for us sinners!

3LittleShepherds on
General Discussion

Louie Verrecchio wrote this on his blog today. I think it’s a real gem:
“A priest vilifying the SSPX today is like a comedian cursing before a
teenaged audience; it’s not exactly thought provoking stuff, but hey, it does
guarantee a standing ovation from the under-nourished choir.”

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/2784/pope_francis_addresses_marxism_charges_women_cardinals_in_ila_stampai_interviewii.aspx#.Uub7lk1FBhF
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/2784/pope_francis_addresses_marxism_charges_women_cardinals_in_ila_stampai_interviewii.aspx#.Uub7lk1FBhF
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/2784/pope_francis_addresses_marxism_charges_women_cardinals_in_ila_stampai_interviewii.aspx#.Uub7lk1FBhF
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Luke 10:38-42
Action and
contemplation
are very close
companions;
they live
together in
one house on
equal terms.
Martha and
Mary are sisters. St Bernard of Clairvaux

Vacancy
Editor Required

Catholic Truth Newsletter

Layperson - preferably male -
required to fill the above post
initially on a temporary one-year
contract. Must be a Catholic,
although there is no
requirement
to  believe all that
the Church teaches.
The preferred
candidate will be
competent in theology, with a
view to making the newsletter
more ‘Catholic’ and less
‘narrow’. Absolute servility to
Pope Francis is essential and the
preferred candidate will be
intolerant of the schismatic
SSPX.  A sense of humour is an
advantage, as the present
incumbent tends to be much too
serious and the Team is agreed
that “a little light-heartedness
would not go amiss.”(For
guidance see letter, p.9).
The salary is in six figures
£000,000, with reasonable hours
(24/7). There is no holiday
entitlement although no pay is
deducted in the case of sickness.
No expenses permitted  but it has
been traditional for the Editor to
provide tea and cakes for Team
meetings. However, we are
committed to re-examining
exactly what we mean by
“Tradition” so the Team is
willing to be flexible on this
matter.
The Team understands that it
would be impossible for any
candidate to meet the standard in
appearance set by the current
post-holder, so there is no
requirement to be slim or
glamorous. However, candidates
must have rhinoceros thick skin.

Applications to The Secretary, Catholic
Truth, 10 Sandyford Place, Glasgow,
G3 7NB to reach us no later than 30 March.

             Green Light For
Archbishop Nichols’ Red Hat
“Traditional” Catholics are at a loss for
words on hearing of the elevation to the
cardinalate of Archbishop Vincent
Nichols (Westminster). They’re asking
questions such as “after nigh on forty
years descending towards extinction,
doesn’t Westminster need something
better than a spiritual son of Tyrell and
Teilhard?”

Peter McEnerny

News
Round-Up

Inside Story
Fly on the Wall at

Catholic Truth reports…

No-one should be misled into thinking that
the job vacancy advertised in column three
is a result of one letter (see  p.9).  This is
not the case. There has been a veritable
tsunami of criticisms of the Editor of
Catholic Truth both in her role as editor of
the newsletter and recently in her capacity
as administrator of the blog. For the record,
below are some of those criticisms which
should help prospective applicants for the
vacancy to understand better what will be
expected of the successful candidate.

1) Newsletter too long - cut down: fewer
pages (others have asked for monthly newsletter
with more pages)

2) Too many articles written by editor
This is a valid and welcome criticism. Those who
submit information for publication, are more often
than not unwilling to write up the material
themselves, even less have their names
published. This criticism motivated me to put
some pressure on all those who are involved in
this edition, and to reach an agreement. Thus,
everything published in this edition (and from now
on) bears either the real name or a pseudonym
of the authentic author.

3)  Editor’s writing style
“You can say the same thing without alienating
half the planet. Everyone I know, traditional and
other, shy away from Catholic Truth; that does
not make you faithful it makes you a problem.”
(See Editorial, p.24 for response to this criticism.)

4)  Editor is a danger to souls
This criticism came from two critics on our blog,
recently. They consider it to be unacceptable that
lay people should discuss certain topics. We
reply that in order to dispel confusion, it is
necessary to discuss difficult issues.

5)  Editor is a woman
and therefore should not be administrator of a
blog, since women should not have authority over
men (some “authority” - now and then I get to say
“don’t be rude!” Their mothers have more clout!)

6)  Blogging is a scourge
so are lots of things. Fire can be a scourge, water
can be a scourge, smoking and drinking can be
a scourge, you-name-it can be a scourge.

7)  Blogging is a waste of time - better
to spend the time praying.
We’ll let St Bernard of Clairvaux answer that one
- see below

        Archbishop Tartaglia’s
                 True Colours
Having initially cultivated a media image
as an orthodox bishop, the Archbishop of
Glasgow,  Archbishop Philip Tartaglia,
has more recently been revealing his true
colours. In the 21/28 December edition of
The Tablet, a notoriously “liberal”
publication, the Archbishop gives a
“Christmas message” in which he says
he is “heartened by the leadership of
Pope Francis”.  He finishes his “Christmas
Message” with the words: “I wish readers
of The Tablet a happy Christmas.”

Alice Murray

               Loftus Latest..
Monsignor Basil Loftus keeps on
attacking Catholic teaching, using the
Catholic newspapers to do so.  He begins
his column in the Scottish Catholic
Observer (SCO) dated 17/1/14, by
claiming that he’s heard sixth-formers say
“Get real, man” when he, “Basil” “tried to
convince them of the intrinsic
reasonableness of the Church’s teaching
on sex and marriage.”  He adds: “What
those young people meant was: ‘Basil,
you are living in a fantasy world, we are
living in the real world… Man, run a reality
check’.” The Monsignor goes on to praise
Pope Francis for running a reality check
to bridge the gap between “perceived
fantasy and reality” by the exercise of
mercy, as if it’s ever “merciful” to approve
sin.

Christopher J. McVey

   Catholic Home Education Website
The first Catholic home-education
website in Scotland was launched on the
Feast of the Holy Family, designed by a
Glasgow family to support and provide
resources for home-schooling parents, as
well as non-home-schoolers who are
concerned at the lack of proper religious
education in Catholic schools. Visit
www.catholichomeeducationscotland.com

http://www.catholichomeeducationscotland.com
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Cafod & Co.
Exposé coming soon

Leah Harvey
As promised in our December, 2013
edition, we sought answers to outstanding
questions about the house which was
purchased by Bishop Devine for his
housekeeper using Diocesan funds.

When this story appeared in the national
press1, the Bishop explained that he had
borrowed the money with the intention of
repaying it when he inherited a large sum
of money due to come to him in his aunt’s
will in the event of her death. We promised
to ask certain questions to clarify matters.
Below are the questions we asked, plus
the answers received from the Chancellor
of the Diocese of Motherwell, Mr Frank
Cassidy:
Question 1
Who holds the title deeds to this
house/detached villa? Is it the Diocese or
the housekeeper?
Answer
The house is the property of the Diocese
of Motherwell and will remain in our
ownership until such time as we dispose
of it with the funds coming to the Diocese
of Motherwell.
Question 2
What safeguards are in place to ensure
that the promised inheritance reaches the
Bishop on the death of his aunt?  (It is not
unknown for a family member to change a
will due to dispute or some other reason.)
Answer
There are no other agreements on the
future disposal of the property which will
continue as an asset of the Diocese, as
above.
Question 3
What if the Bishop pre-deceases his aunt?
(Has her will been amended to ensure that
the Diocese is re-paid?)
Answer
No other party has rights in this matter and
I repeat that the house in question is an
asset of this Diocese who will decide on its
disposal. End.
I emailed to thank Mr Cassidy for his reply,
pointing out that, nevertheless, he had not
really answered the questions. I signed off
as follows: “In the circumstances, given
that your first response makes clear that
the funds from the will have not yet been
passed to the Diocese, it would be helpful
to have a specific answer to my question
about the title deeds.  In any event, I will
quote your answers as given, and our
readers may draw their own conclusion.”

No reply has been received, so we remain
without any concrete evidence as to the
ownership of the villa or the existence of
the alleged will.
Footnote
1 Bishop Spends £215K of church funds to buy
house for maid, Daily Record, 3/8/09.

What may be the most comprehensive
denunciation of CAFOD to date has
provoked a non-committal reply on a single
sheet from its self-styled ‘chair’, Bishop
John Arnold.

An economics specialist, John Burke,  sent
Westminster’s auxiliary bishop a dossier of
25,000 words on the Catholic Aid Fund for
Overseas Development, highlighting a
history of links with the Labour Party
coupled with Marxist and homosexual
propaganda.

Attached to the letter was the brief, but
brilliant condemnation of CAFOD, following
the three latest scandals, in the City gossip-
column of the Daily Telegraph on 20
November 2013.

Burke goes beyond referring to the Charity
Commission’s criticism of the £100,000 total
pay for CAFOD’s director, Chris Bain ... the
hiring of the disgraced and drunken
Downing Street intriguer, Damian McBride
... the link with the Co-op whose Methodist
chairman, Ken Flowers, was exposed as an
embezzler, homosexual and drug-dealer.

Bishop’s Bill -
Balancing the Books: Part 2

Editor

Fr Despard -
Update

Patrick Stirling
Fr Matthew Despard, who was suspended
after complaints from clergy because he
published a book on Kindle giving details
of his experience of homosexuality within
the priesthood in Scotland, has not been
re-instated to date.

Father felt driven to
publish his book
when the Cardinal
O’Brien scandal
broke, because the
Hierarchy refused to
listen to his serious
concerns, over a

period of years.
He continues to live in the chapel house at
St John Ogilvie’s in Blantyre, although he
is forbidden to exercise any public ministry.
There is another priest, Fr Nolan, who
comes in to say Mass etc. and Bishop Toal
has asked Fr Despard “to co-operate fully
in assisting Fr Nolan as Administrator of St
John Ogilvie’s parish in High Blantyre” 1

So, it came as a surprise when Fr  Despard
arrived home to his parish house at
Christmas, to find the locks on the doors
had been changed (Herald 22/1/14). His
supporters can’t help wondering how he
was supposed to “co-operate fully” with the
supply priest, if he couldn’t even get into
his house. He promptly had the locks
changed back again.
Those of us who are his supporters (both
parishioners and former parishioners) are
continuing to support Father and to pray
for him. He is being treated very harshly
and we can all think of cases that are far
worse, including cases involving crimes,
where the priest has not been punished at
all, let alone as harshly as is Fr Despard
being punished.
We are very concerned at news published
in the parish bulletin on the weekend of
26/1/14 that Father has gone to Spain.
No information has been forthcoming from
the Scottish Inter-Diocesan Tribunal
dealing with his case, so we hope that all
readers will keep Fr Despard in their
prayers. The Bishop does not answer
letters of concern about this matter, which
speaks for itself, so until there is further
action or, hopefully, a settlement in Fr
Despard’s favour, there is nothing more
that any of us can do except pray hard for
Father and assure him of our support,
which I know he very much appreciates.

Patrick Stirling is a former parishioner
and personal friend of Fr Despard.  He
lives with his family in East Kilbride.

Footnote
1 Letter from Bishop Toal, Apostolic Administrator,
Diocese of Motherwell, dated 5/1/14, Feast of the
Solemnity of the Epiphany,  to be read out/distributed
in parishes.

Fr Matthew Despard

He provides details of 21 public scandals
involving CAFOD as well as its Scottish and
Irish partners, SCAIF and Trocaire.   There
is not enough space here to publish even
an abridgement, but Catholic Truth’s next
issue will carry all 442 words of critical
comments from Catholics published on the
Internet.

Some are on the websites of Fr Tim Finigan
in Brentwood and Fr Raymond Blake in
Arundel & Brighton, while Catholic Truth
(Scotland) is among four British publications
and an American one that have criticised
CAFOD. The Catholic Truth blog discussion
on the morality of supporting the annual
Children in Need Appeal, also contained
criticisms of these UK and Irish charities.
The most devastating witness of all is
Archbishop John Onaiyekan of Nigeria who,
at the African Synod in Rome during
October 2009, denounced CAFOD and
associated agencies:  “Their ways are not
our ways”.

Leah Harvey is a retired nurse who lives
with her family in Glasgow.
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Over the past few
years I have come to
learn a great deal
about the Medjugorje
phenomena, and its
creepy vaudevillian
cast of crooks and
crackpots. No doubt
there will be no

shortage of these at the Scottish
national centre for the Medjugorje cult,
in a former guest house in Dalmally in
the Diocese of Argyll & the Isles. I have
witnessed a close friend of mine be
transformed by Medjugorje, and the
Craig Lodge retreat centre1 was where
it all began. This normal, popular, and
mischievous young man changed into
a peculiar and intense devotee.

Medjugorje has got everything: sex2,
séances, lies, ruined lives and forgotten
genocides… and not to mention, the
overflowing bank vaults. (One might
arguably mention illegal drugs in that
list as well, as the adolescent
visionaries were allegedly caught
smoking a certain illicit substance on
Mount Podbrdo that first night they saw
the ‘Gospa’... a hypothesis I first heard
from Michael E Jones of Culture Wars).

Nobody questions Medjugorje. Nobody.
You would definitely find yourself
treading on egg shells at Dalmally. And
really, is it any wonder its proponents
behave like this considering 'Our Lady'
herself calls the sceptics 'unbelieving
Judases'?3  Many Craig Lodgers are
emotionally fragile in some way: they
have a history of mental health
problems, alcohol and substance
abuse, and family breakdown. Through
my experience with Medjugoristas I
have noticed they are of a charismatic
orientation, and often exude a real
spiritual “obnoxiousness”, and the one
or two nice ones I’ve met are at best
religiously eccentric.

Craig Lodge receives the toleration of
Bishop Toal4 , which in reality equates
to approval of it, and consequently a
subtle approval of Medjugorje itself.

And it would seem the clergy who lead
the numerous year-round retreats and
offer the sacraments there approve of
it as well. This is a real scandal. Take
Fr John Keenan of the Archdiocese of
Glasgow for example. It is not claimed
here that he affirms the supernaturality

of Medjugorje, but he has given
retreats in Dalmally5, and regarding his
position as chaplain to the University
of Glasgow, it is objectionable that
impressionable youths should be
exposed to such confusing messages.
Certainly, there is no shortage of
Medjugoristas at his parish, and last
time I was there, there was pro-
Medjugorje literature on sale.

My advice to anybody thinking of going
to Craig Lodge Retreat Centre is to
avoid it: it is spiritually dangerous. Like
Caritas of Birmingham, a fully fledged
Medjugorje inspired group in the USA,
Craig Lodge and other similar centres
risk adopting a cult mentality.

The international commission which
was established by Pope Benedict XVI
has submitted its long overdue findings
to the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith (CDF). Do not expect the
Medjugorje hard-cores to take any
notice of a definitive negative papal
judgment (because) there is too great
a loss of money and power involved.
Medjugorje & Co. is headed to
becoming a parallel Church, much like
that in Palmar de Troya, Spain, along
with a whole package of spookily
divergent theology.

“One question always asked of me, is
how there could be so many
conversions and vocations if it were
not authentic (by their fruits you shall
know them).  First, there are both good
and bad fruits, and all need to be
measured. However, as to conversions
and vocations, if there is fraud or
diabolical involvement, we defer back
to Romans 5:20, which says where sin
abounds, grace increases.

In our midst right now, we are
witnessing this with the Legionaries of
Christ.  The disgraced Maciel, referred
to as a "false prophet" by Pope
Benedict XVI, founded a community
which, as of 2010 had 800 priests and
some 2500 seminarians.  If Maciel was
a "false prophet", how did we get all of
these good fruits?   Answer: Romans
5:20.
An all-loving God always wins!” 6

Footnotes
1 From the Craig Lodge Community website: “We are
a group of people who have decided to help each
other answer Our Lady's call to holiness at
Medjugorje.   Some of us have chosen to give up a
year to live here at Craig Lodge so we can grow closer
to God through living a simple life based on prayer
and offering hospitality to those who come to our
door.  Some of us are families or single people who
live nearby and join in the prayer life and work of
Craig Lodge.” And “ [We] run missions in schools,
and take a group of young people on pilgrimage to
attend the International Youth Festival at Medjugorje
each year.” http://www.craiglodge.org/

2 Father Tomislav Vlasic, ‘spiritual leader’ of
the Medjugorje “seers” had an affair with a nun, who
became pregnant. He then lied to try to cover up the
scandal. (The Spectator: Sex, Lies & Apparitions
1/10/08)
http://www.spectator.co.uk/features/2189236/sex-lies-and-
apparitions/

3 Donal Foley: Medjugorje Revisited: 30 years of
Visions or Religious Fraud? quoted in Crisis
Magazine
http://www.crisismagazine.com/2012/the-devil-and-
medjugorje

4 Bishop Toal is fully supportive of the Craig Lodge
Community - see the website of the diocese of Argyll
& the Isles where it tops the list in their Spirituality
section
http://rcdai.org.uk/craig-lodge-family-house-of-prayer.html

5 For example: 24-26 August, 2012, on Theology of the Body
http://www.craiglodge.org/retreats/2011-retreats/theology-
of-the-body-fr-john-keenan-glasgow-university-chaplain

6 Te Deum Laudamus blog
http://te-deum.blogspot.co.uk/2011/02/medjugorje-
controversy.html

Bishop Toal Promotes Medjugorje
  Raphael Rickson

Raphael Rickson (pictured) is a twenty-
something student of languages at the
University of Glasgow,

SUMMARY: Bp. Ratko Peric of Mostar-
Duvno in Bosnia and Herzegovina has
sent letters to the pastor and a parochial
vicar at Medjugorje, with specific
directives about how they and the parish
are not to promote the alleged
apparitions of the place:
that alleged messages and
commentaries on them are not to be
published;
that prayers from the apparitions are
not to be used publicly;
the parish church is not to be called
a "shrine", even privately;
that foreign priests may not give
conferences or retreats without
permission of the bishop; foreign priests
wishing to offer Mass must present a
celebret from their diocese or order, and
the information is to be recorded;
a privately-built church has already
been closed and is not to be used;
unauthorized religious communities
have no permission to set up
residence;
To read the Bishop’s instructions in full,
visit http://medjugorjedocuments.blogspot.co.uk/2009/10/june-
12-2009-prot-6482009-6492009.html

From the
Bishop of Mostar
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Pope Francis Vs Franciscans…
For the record: Franciscans of
the Immaculate (FI) under
severe Vatican persecution.

Apostolic Commissioner: FI problem is
its "crypto-lefebvrian and definitely
traditionalist drift"

Seminary closed: no ordinations for one
year

Ordinands must take unprecedented
oath on Novus Ordo

Ordered "by the Vicar of Christ"

harsh. I certainly don't recall others,
whether liberal or traditionalist being asked
to swear to such a specific question of fact.
There are after all library shelves full of
books by liturgical radicals arguing
precisely the opposite: that the Novus Ordo
was a a liberation from the encrusted
barnacles of tradition and the opening of a
bright new future for creative liturgy. Will
they be administered an oath in which they
must swear that it is an authentic
expression of the liturgical tradition?”

Fr Finigan continues:
“It would be reasonable to require those in
communion with the Church to accept that
the modern rite is, in itself, a valid rite for
the celebration of the Eucharist. (Otherwise
you would have to say that the Masses of
Blessed John Paul, Pope Benedict and
Pope Francis were all invalid.) The question
of whether it is an authentic expression of
the liturgical tradition of the Church is surely
a legitimate matter for debate within the
wider discussion of the hermeneutic of
continuity or rupture. Famously, Cardinal
Ratzinger described it as a "banal on the
spot product": are we not allowed any
longer to agree with him?”

The Rorate Caeli blog publishes the harsh
letter from  Fr. Fidenzio Volpi, Capuchin,
the Apostolic Commissioner appointed by
the Holy See for the Franciscans of the
Immaculate, in which he affirms that the
intervention into the  Franciscans of the
Immaculate was "specifically ordered by
the Vicar of Christ" and his speculation
that the FI "has become the battleground
of a struggle between different currents in
the Curia, with the specific involvement of
persons in opposition to the new pontificate
of Pope Francis"!

[There is] an impassioned open letter of
Professor Roberto De Mattei, summarizing
the situation and calling for the removal of
Vatican official, Fr. Volpi.  Here’s Rorate
Caeli again:

These documents [published at Rorate
Caeli blog] and especially the two
interventions from Fr. Volpi, speak for
themselves and confirm what we already
knew: the intervention in the
Franciscans of the Immaculate was
precipitated by their increasing
attachment to Traditional Catholic
theological positions  -  not just to the
Traditional Latin Mass.

We always maintained this position despite
the denials and rationalizations invented by
some non-expert commentators. One
must not feel secure that this will end
with the FI - and if we say this, it is
because we have a true basis for saying
so. It should be noted for the sake of truth
that the accusation of "crypto-
lefebvrianism" is a red herring: a religious
Congregation that in practice continued to
celebrate the Novus Ordo in the great
majority of its apostolates even as it made
liberal use of the provisions of Summorum

Pontificum  can scarcely be accused of
"Lefebvrist" tendencies! The accusations
of "embezzlement" (explained at length in
the Dec. 8 letter of Fr. Volpi) also refer to
events that occurred after the appointment
of Fr. Volpi, and therefore could not be held
as the reason for the Vatican's intervention.

Among the severe measures  taken against
the FI, Fr. Volpi also orders the suspension
of the distribution to the public of "Casa
Mariana Editrice" publications, which
include many books and articles
championing what might be called a
moderate Traditional Catholic viewpoint on
the liturgy, on theology, and on Vatican II.

Taken from Rorate Caeli Blog, where all the
documents and correspondence relating to this
scandal are published:
http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2013/12/for-
record-situation-with-franciscans.html
(All emphases in original Rorate report).

Note, Rorate Caeli is now closed to comments
at the present time, due to the fact that they
moderate (scrutinise) all comments before
publication and could not keep up with the
volume of comments being submitted.

There are Religious Orders where
members have written against Catholic
doctrine and morals.  Seldom, is there any
Vatican intervention - and never with
anything like the harshness meted out to
the Franciscans of the Immaculate.

The Franciscans of the Immaculate is one
of the most successful new Orders in the
Church, founded by Father Stefano Maria
Manelli. On publication of Summorum
Pontificum, the Franciscans became “bi-
ritual”, offering both the novus ordo and the
Traditional Latin Mass.  A small number of
friars didn’t like this, and complained to
Rome.

The response was uncharacteristically swift
and severe, despite the fact that the Order
was thriving, with many vocations  and
other fruits, as noted by this layman on his
blog: “When in 2007 the Franciscans of the
Immaculate were delighted by the Motu
Proprio "Summorum Pontificum," I rejoiced
because of this shift to the Tridentine Mass.
I noticed that the faithful who frequented
their churches were not limited to
appreciate the aesthetic aspects of the
ancient liturgy, but practiced intense
spiritual life. For example, while in some
other places at the end of the Tridentine
Mass people leave the church immediately,
however not in their churches lay faithful
few remain to make thanksgiving, as
recommended by all good manuals of
ascetical and also the Magisterium
(cf. . "Mediator Dei" of Pius XII)”

To read more visit
http://cordialiter.blogspot.co.uk/2013/12/circa-le-
condizioni-di-salute-di-padre.html

No members of the  FI have challenged a
single teaching on faith or morals yet
drastic action against them has been
instigated by the Vatican-appointed
Commissioner, Fr Volpi:  their superior has
been removed, their seminary has been
closed, and their members are now to be
asked to take an oath agreeing that the
modern Roman rite, the new Mass, is an
"authentic expression of the liturgical
tradition of the Church." Even the neo-
conservative, Fr Tim Finigan who runs his
own blog (Hermeneutic of Continuity)
comments: “I hope that I am not being
intemperate in describing this as rather

So the perverts, the antichrists,
the heretics, the infidels, the
atheists, everyone you can think
of, is to be shown boundless
love, mercy, tolerance, and
understanding, free of
judgement, all except those
faithful Catholics who worship
and believe as all true and
faithful Catholics did up to a
middle aged lifetime ago.

And truth be told, the Franciscan
Friars weren’t out and out
“traditionalists”. They were
merely judged guilty of a “drift”
towards Tradition, whatever that
means. And of course they
published a few books that
questioned Vatican II. George
Orwell couldn’t have dreamt this
up. But we can’t be
judgemental,of course. Unless
it’s judging faithful Catholics.
Leo, Catholic Truth Blog

 News From Cyberspace
There are things going on
in the Church that you
won’t read (uncensored)  in
the Catholic press. The
persecution of the Franciscans of
the Immaculate, is one example.
Thanks to the internet, we can bring
you this very disturbing report.

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2013/12/for-record-situation-with-franciscans.html
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Oops! I’m almost late
for my safer sex
information session!
Teacher doesn’t mind if
I miss English,  Maths
Or RE, but this is
important!  Must
hurry!

 I think I’ll sign this article for
Catholic Truth “P. Tartaglia”. If I
take out the bit that recommends The
Tablet they’ll never be able to tell…

Did you ever hear anything like it? Some people blogging
that we should be bothering priests and bishops and even
the Pope to make the Church like it used to be!
Unbelievable! They keep saying that St Catherine of Siena
was a lay woman who spoke out when the Church was in
crisis, but for goodness sake, she was a saint! And
where’s the crisis? As you say, Maisie, we should  say our
prayers, and keep our heads down. Especially us women.
Especially now we have Pope Francis The Great - he’ll
soon sort out these rebels. Isn’t he being canonised soon?

Daisy & Maisie

Daisy
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Dear Reader ...
From the editor...

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION
EVANGELII GAUDIUM

Pope Francis’ first Apostolic Exhortation
contains material heresy - see,
for example, paragraph 247: “We
hold the Jewish people in special
regard because their covenant
with God has never been
revoked… As Christians, we
cannot consider Judaism as a
foreign religion; nor do we include the Jews
among those called to turn from idols and to
serve the true God”
Ed: It is false to claim that the Jews do not need
Christ to be saved, nor do they serve the true
God who deny the divinity of Christ.

"If you are what you should be, you will set the
whole world ablaze!"  St. Catherine of Siena

Pope Francis: “Engaging in dialogue does
not mean renouncing our own ideas and
traditions, but the claim that they alone are
valid or absolute.” 1

If, by “ideas and traditions” Pope Francis
means Catholic dogma and articles of faith,
then he’s plain wrong. That the Church is
the sole means of salvation, is a claim
which no Catholic - not even a pontiff - may
renounce.2

What a mess: we have a Pope who openly
espouses material heresy; we suffer
members of the hierarchy who illicitly
publicly associate with and promote the
unapproved and highly dubious cult of
Medjugorje, ignoring the fact that the
“seers” are proven liars.3 We are stuck with
priests who publicly dissent from Catholic
teaching on just about everything, and
nobody, it seems, bats an eyelid.4

Well, almost nobody. Some of us are
exhausted due to batting eyelids. The
Catholic Truth team  does its best  to
provide a Catholic education - via this
newsletter and our blog - philosophising
that even if we merely enable readers to
identify the errors and heresies, and repeat
authentic Catholic teaching, then - given
that we are the only group of its kind in
Scotland as the Faith is being decimated
around us - it’s a tad better than doing
nothing.
Critics have taken up quite enough of this
edition already, so I’m not planning to
waste much more ink on them. However,
in a spirit of “put up or shut up” I’d like to
place the following facts on record:
The newsletter, website and blog is not a
“one-woman show” but a team effort. We
have a small executive team: editor,
treasurer, secretary, with support from
proof-readers,a media adviser, consultants,
columnists,  researchers and a webmaster,
people drawn from both genders: in other
words, there are quite a few people
involved in the production of this newsletter
and in the work of our website and blog.
So, with due respect to the correspondent
who thought I needed a new editorial
board5 - thanks but no thanks. I have a
wonderful team, with whom it is a pleasure
to work.
The “tone and style” criticism comes  from
those who do not understand our purpose,
which is not to “make friends and influence
people” but to exercise our Baptismal and
Confirmation duty to prophetically warn of
spiritual danger - seldom so painfully
evident in the Church as it is at the present
time. So, I’ve no intention of cultivating a
“reflective” style, as suggested by my
well-meaning priest-critic, who wrote:your
writing doesn't push buttons in people it
smacks them with a claw hammer.6  I
mentioned this criticism to a good friend

who said: “Ask [Father] from me what was
that road to Damascus thing all about if it
wasn’t more like a claw-hammer than a
push-button…”

But, hey, if you think you’d make a better
editor or blog administrator, apply for the
job.  It really is time to “put up or shut up”
because we’ve explained ad nauseam that
we are not going to be “nice” to people -
whether priests or popes - who are
destroying the Faith. Please reflect on the
fact that sending me (incomplete) lists of my
character faults is nothing more than a
distraction. Why not, instead, concentrate
on what we can do together to correct  the
public dissent and even heresy in the
highest places in the Church on earth.   As
we go to press, for example, Mgr Loftus is
calling into question the very institution of
the papacy. “[T]he question to be resolved
is whether Christ founded the Church on
Peter… or if Christ founded the Church on
the College of Apostles, of which Peter was
the head.”7

The Devil is having a laugh and we really
need all the help we can get to wipe the grin
off his face. In the words of St Sebastian:
The devil strains every nerve to secure the
souls which belong to Christ. We should not
grudge our toil in wresting them from Satan
and giving them back to God.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for  us.

N o t i c e
The next edition of this newsletter
will be published during May, in
order to allow us to report on the

planned canonisations of Popes John
XXIII & John Paul II,
scheduled for 27 April.

Scots Lay Church Employee
Welcomes Evangelii Gaudium…
“Papal documents come in all shapes and
sizes…however, one attribute they all have
in common is that they are heavy! Or so it
was until now…[Evangelii Gaudium is
perhaps the first papal document in 500 years
to be easy to understand] What lies inside is
nothing short of revolutionary… Looking at
the Church itself, (Pope Francis) signals ‘the
need to promote a sound decentralisation.’”

Ed: on the contrary, papal documents prior to
Vatican II were crystal clear, minus the ambiguity
(not to mention downright errors) that are a
hallmark modern documents. Example: “...it is

clear why this Apostolic See has
never allowed its subjects to take
part in the assemblies of non-
Catholics: for the union of
Christians can only be promoted by
promoting the return to the one true
Church of Christ of those who are
separated from it...” (Mortalium

Animos, Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on Religious
Unity.)

It is crystal clear what Pope Pius XI thought of
ecumenism. Is there any doubt as to the missionary
nature of the Church? Is anyone left wondering if
Catholicism is but one religion among many? And
that’s just one part of one paragraph! Ronnie
Convery’s delight with this first Apostolic
Exhortation of Pope Francis is merely, sadly,
evidence of his own lack of any Catholic sense;
“decentralisation” is what you will find in the
Protestant ecclesial communities but Scripture
reveals that Our Lord established His Church as a
hierarchical community, with Peter, the Rock, at
its head, or centre. That we have a Pope who
appears not to want to be pope - except, perhaps,
for “celebrity” purposes - is deeply troubling.

Footnotes
1 Message of Pope Francis for the 48th World
Communications Day on the 1 June 2014 [published on
the Vatican website on 24 January 2014, the Memorial of
Saint Francis de Sales.]
2 “When we say that [outside the Catholic Church
there is no salvation], it is incorrectly believed that we
think that all the Protestants….all [those] who do not
publicly belong to the Catholic Church go to hell.
Now, I repeat, it is possible for souls to be saved in
these religions, but they are saved by the Church, and
so the formulation is true: Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus
(“outside the Church, no salvation). This must be
preached, so that people, knowing this, will be drawn
to conversion. If we allow any doubt to cloud the
subject, we let them believe that the Protestants, for
example, are saved as we are, by their religion this
would be to deceive the Protestants themselves, and
give them a good conscience and leave them in their
error. They could think that, if even the Catholics say
that one can be saved by being Protestant, then it is
not worth the trouble to convert” (Archbishop Lefebvre:
Against The Heresies, Angelus Press)
3 Visit this website to read a documented,
chronological list of the lies told by the Medjugorje
“seers” from the outset.
http://www.unitypublishing.com/Apparitions/MedjugorjeHi
story.htm
4 As we go to press, Fr Richard McKay of Clifton
Diocese (England) is permitting the notorious Catholic
Women’s Network to use his church for the purposes
of furthering their pet cause: the ordination of women,
announcing that he dissents from Catholic teaching
on male-only priesthood. Women’s ordination group to
meet in Catholic church for first time thanks to a supportive
priest, The Tablet, 24/1/14
5Letter, Paul Hellyer, p.9
6 Letter, Scots Priest, p.8
7 Mgr Basil Loftus: The Faith can never be separated from
the faithful, Catholic Times, 26/1/14

Ronnie Convery, Communications Director for
the Archdiocese of Glasgow: Splendidly readable,
spiritual nourishment, no degree needed  Scottish
Catholic Observer, 13/12/13.

http://www.unitypublishing.com/Apparitions/MedjugorjeHistory.htm
http://www.unitypublishing.com/Apparitions/MedjugorjeHistory.htm

