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St Catherine of Siena
Laywoman; as Dominican Tertiary,

permitted to wear the Dominican Habit

“We’ve had enough
of exhortations to be
silent!  Cry out with
a hundred thousand
tongues.  I see that
the world is rotten
because of silence!”

           (Letter 16 to “A Great Pelate”)

See Open Letter from 500 priests
in England & Wales  - p. 20
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From the Editor…
Please Pray For The Repose Of The Soul Of

Elizabeth Gertrude McKeever R.I.P.

If this edition of our newsletter is late in reaching you, please
be aware that this is because of the death of my beloved
mother, Elizabeth Gertrude McKeever, who passed away on
Saturday, 21st February, aged 92 years. She was clothed in
the Brown Scapular of Our Lady, and had received the Last
Rites. In the final six months of her life she was nursed at
home, during which time she was seldom without her rosary
in hand, in keeping with the importance she had attached to
daily prayer throughout her life. She shared with her
namesake, St Gertrude, a boundless confidence in God,
whom she loved very much.

Please pray for the repose of my mother’s soul - and for
her four children who miss her dearly.

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord;
              And let perpetual light shine upon her.
                         May she rest in peace…

Supreme, unstinting trust in God's
mercy, and boundless confidence in
His love, are keys in obtaining
sanctity. The Holy Fathers have
always taught that the measure of
our hope and confidence is the
measure of the graces which we
receive from Heaven because it is
through our unreserved confidence
in Him that God is most honoured
and glorified. Nothing will be
denied to an unlimited confidence.
Our Lord revealed: "It is impossible
that anyone should not receive all
that he has believed and hoped to
obtain. . . . when men hope great
things from Me I will always grant
them more than they expect."
Saint Gertrude had this boundless
confidence which opens the Heart
of Jesus wherein awaits the infinite
mercy of God. To her confidence
alone she attributed all the gifts she
received, and she invited all to
place boundless confidence in our
Savior in order to receive from Him
immeasurable graces: “All that I
have received," she affirmed, "I owe
to my confidence in the gratuitous
bounty of God."

“
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Is Confirmation the most underrated Sacrament in
the modern Catholic Church? The New Rite of
Confirmation differs significantly from the Traditional

Rite. In many dioceses,
the age for the reception
of Confirmation has been
lowered and the liturgy
significantly stripped of
ceremony. By lowering
the age and lessening
the ceremonies, the
importance and value of
Confirmation seems to
have been lost on many
Catholics. It is the only
Sacrament of Initiation

that the Society of St. Pius X routinely offer to confer
conditionally. What does the Church teach about
Confirmation and why does the Society of St. Pius
X have grave concerns concerning the new rite of
Confirmation?

Holy Scripture tells us that Our Lord promised that
He would send the Holy Ghost, a paraclete, or
"helper", to His disciples for the purpose of
strengthening them in profession of Faith. Our Lord
tells His disciples, "The Holy Ghost shall teach you
in the same hour what you must say" Luke chapter
12 verses 11-12. In John’s Gospel chapter 14 Our
Lord says, "And I will ask the Father, and He shall
give you another Paraclete, that He may abide with
you for ever."

In the Acts of the Apostles, [8:14-17], Philip the
Deacon converted Samaria and baptised the
converts. However, it was the Apostles, the first
bishops of the Church, who went to administer
Confirmation. It is clear that the imparting of the Holy
Ghost was to be the normal part of the Christian life.
Thus, we can say with confidence that Confirmation
is a Sacrament of the Church, instituted by Our Lord,
administered by the bishop and through which we
receive the Holy Ghost.

The Church teaches that Confirmation is the
Sacrament by which we receive the Holy Ghost in
order to make us strong and perfect Christians and
soldiers of Christ. We receive the gifts of the Holy
Ghost and the fruits associated with these gifts. The
ordinary minister of Confirmation is a bishop, as we
can see from the Acts of the Apostles, detailed
above. However, in danger of death any priest can
administer the Sacrament in extremis. The bishop
administers Confirmation by praying that the Holy
Ghost may come down upon those being confirmed,
while laying his hands on them and making the Sign
of the Cross on their forehead with the oil of Chrism.

The use of the oil of Chrism is extremely important.
When the great flood documented in the book of
Geneses subsided, the dove released by Noah
returned with an olive branch, the symbol of peace
and plenty. Therefore, the oil of Chrism has olive oil
as its base. Olive oil has long been used as a symbol
of strengthening. It is said that Roman soldiers were
anointed with olive oil prior to going into battle. Olive
oil strengthens our souls and prepares us for spiritual
warfare. Added to this olive oil is balsam, sweet
smelling fragrance. This balsam heals and preserves
our souls.

The primary effect of Confirmation is an increase of
the divine life of grace in the soul and a more
intimate union with Christ, through reception of the
Holy Ghost. The sacramental grace has a
strengthening effect which we receive directly from
the Holy Ghost, just like the Apostles received on
Pentecost Sunday. This increases the gifts of the
Holy Ghost, which we originally received at Baptism.
The Holy Ghost makes us soldiers of Christ, able to
defend and promote our Faith and overcome
difficulties of the world, the flesh and the devil.

For the Church, Confirmation is the perpetuation of
Pentecost. It is the means through which She keeps
alive the power of the Holy Ghost. Why, then, has
the importance of Confirmation been downgraded
in the modern Church? It is interesting that St.
Vincent Ferrer (1350 -1419) predicted that towards
the end of time Confirmation would fall into disuse
and that those who were not confirmed would
succumb to believing in and obeying the Antichrist.

The Rite of Confirmation changed significantly in the
aftermath of the Second Vatican Council. The
bishops of the Society of St. Pius X now routinely
offer Conditional Confirmation to those who were
Confirmed in the New Rite of Confirmation. Why are
there doubts regarding the validity of the New Rite?
To understand this, we must consider what ensures
the validity of the Sacraments.

A valid Sacrament consists of valid matter and
correct form. This is because a Sacrament is an
outward sign (of an inward grace) – an external
action. The rite consists of the performing of an
action and the saying of words. Thus in
Confirmation, the laying on of hands and anointing
on the forehead with Chrism is the valid matter and
the words spoken by the bishop while those actions
are being performed make up the form.

It bears repeating that the ordinary
minister of Confirmation is the
bishop and this can normally only
be delegated to a priest in
extraordinary circumstances,
usually danger of death. Since
the Second Vatican Council,
parish priests routinely
administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation in many parishes.

As I have stated above, valid matter in the case of
Confirmation is the laying on of hands and the
anointing with Chrism. In the Traditional Rite of
Confirmation, the bishop lays his hands on each
individual person being confirmed. In the modern
Rite, the bishop, or more usually the priest, stands
and extends his hands over all the Confirmandi.
Moreover, there is no guarantee that the oil of
Chrism has olive oil as its base ingredient since the
use of other types of oil has been sanctioned by the
Vatican.

In the Traditional Rite, the correct form that ensures
the validity of the Sacrament is, "I sign thee with the
Sign of the Cross, and I confirm thee with the chrism

of salvation in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." In 1971, these
words were changed to "Be sealed with gifts of
the Holy Spirit." This change in the correct form is
quite dramatic. Coupled with the routine use of
priests to administer the Sacrament and doubts
regarding the use of olive oil based chrism, this is
surely enough to establish doubts regarding the
validity of the Sacrament of Confirmation in the new
rite.

Confirmation can only be administered once. When
a Society of St. Pius X bishop administers
Conditional Confirmation, similar to when Conditional
Baptism is administered, the words, "If you are not
Confirmed…" are added to the beginning of the
correct form. It is important to stress that the Society
of Saint Pius X makes no definitive judgement
regarding the validity of the new rite. The existence
of doubt should be enough for any Catholic who has
been confirmed in the New Rite to seek Conditional
Confirmation from a Traditional bishop and any
Catholic who has still to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation should ensure they receive it in the
Traditional Rite by a Traditional bishop.

Peter Mackin

Confirmation - Neglected Sacrament?

“Now, when the apostles, who were in
Jerusalem, had heard that Samaria
had received the word of God, they
sent unto them Peter and John. Who
when they were come, prayed for them
that they might receive the Holy
Ghost. For he was not as yet come
upon any of them but they were only
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then they laid their hands upon them:
and they received the Holy Ghost.”
                                             Acts 8:14-17

"They will focus principally on the children in order
to sustain this general corruption. Woe to the
children of these times! It will be difficult to receive
the Sacrament of Baptism, and also that of
Confirmation...” (Our Lady at Quito, 17th century
prophecies about the Church in the 20th century -
approved apparition.)

Peter Mackin is a primary school
teacher who lives in the Diocese of
Paisley with his wife and four
children. He also gives generously
of his spare time to work as a
Catholic Truth researcher, blogger
and columnist.
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Pope Francis &Rabbits
Pope Francis: “I believe that three children per family, from what the experts say, is the key number for
sustaining the population. The key word here is responsible parenthood and each person works out how
to exercise this with the help of their pastor… Sorry, some people think that in order to be good Catholics
we have to be like rabbits, right? [Ed: “be” has been widely interpreted across the internet as “breed”] Responsible
parenthood: this is why there are marriage support groups in the Church with people who are experts on
such issues; and there are pastors and I know that there are many licit ways out that have helped this.
And another thing: for poor people children are a treasure, prudence is needed here too, it is true.
Responsible parenthood is important but also recognising the generosity of that father or mother who see
their child as a treasure.” (Vatican Insider , 19/1/15)
Dominie Mary Beatrice Stemp, mother and catechist writes: “I thought this [reference to “rabbits”] was a
very odd thing to say.”  She continues below…

Pope Francis said recently on a plane back from the
Philippines, that it is not necessary for Catholics to
"breed like rabbits" in order to be good Catholics. I
thought this was a very odd thing to say, because
the majority of modern-day Catholic families are not
large, having succumbed to the contraceptive
mentality of the secular world (exceptions of course!)
This contraceptive and anti-child mentality started in
the 1960s, when The "Pill" was invented - and
women were told that they could "have it all".
Unfortunately, apart from a few brave clergy, the
majority have been silent from the pulpit, and the laity
do not know what the Catholic Church actually
teaches anymore. This silence has been a grave sin
of omission.
But whether one is Catholic or not, the fact of the
matter is, we have been rather naughty "bunnies"
and deserve a jolly good scolding, just like Beatrix
Potter's mummy rabbit used to scold Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail and Peter. Why? Quite simply, because
we have not obeyed God, who commanded us to
"Increase and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it..." (Genesis 1: 27-28). Here is a fact which
illustrates this. Michael Coren's recent book, "The
Future of Catholicism" - pg 76 says, "People occupy
approximately 3% of the earth's land surface. If 1,200
square feet was given to every person in the world,
they would still all fit into an area the size of Texas".
Now that is a staggering fact! Human beings only
take up 3% of the earth's land! Have we obeyed
God's very first command to our first parents? Quite
simply, No! God did not even mention anything about
"responsible parenthood" - or indeed, "family
planning". And God showed His feelings on "family
planning" when Onan used birth control, "And
therefore the Lord slew him, because he did a
detestable thing", (Genesis 38: 9-10). God killed
Onan on the spot for this act of birth control! As a
result of abortion and birth control we now have an
ageing population, with not enough young people to
look after the elderly. These are the natural
consequences of disobeying the Natural Law.
Unfortunately Pope Francis's remarks on rabbits
were ill-timed too. He had just visited the Philippines,
which was a sensational trip and one of the most
successful papal visits ever, in the history of the
Catholic Church. The Philippines is one of, if not the
last bastion of authentic Catholicism, where large
families are still the norm. His remarks undermined
the heroic witness of the Catholic bishops in that
country, who have battled their government's drive
to push the contraceptive agenda onto its people,
known as the HR Bill. Was this intentional or not?
Who knows? - Pope Francis often says what he
thinks not realising that there could be unintended
consequences of his words. His rabbit comments are

likely to give fuel to the anti-life Philippine
government in their drive to force artificial birth
control onto its citizens, the majority of whom are
Catholic. No doubt the main media outlets in the
Philippines have seized on these comments too.

Before the "Pill" and other devices
were invented, it was quite usual
to see large Catholic families.
When the 1960s came along, the

Catholic Church opened an
investigation into how the

pill worked - many Catholics
thought that the Church

would change its teaching.

his job would also be, arguably, a
grave reason. It can be helpful to
ask a Catholic priest for advice, but
make sure they are in agreement
with Church teaching first!
Unfortunately the mantra "NFP"
has become a bit of a buzz word
in Catholic circles - where it is
almost promoted as a licit "life-
style" choice. The trouble with
Natural family planning, is that it can be abused by
the couple, and therefore it too can become mortally
sinful, if the couple don't have a grave reason for
using it. Some reasons it should not be used are if
the family want to get more material goods into their
house, of if they want more holidays or better cars.
These are not reasons for using NFP. These are
selfish motives and are not in accord with God's plan
for us. The other modern problem is that girls are
told they must have a career and that babies must
not stop them! If God has called a girl to marriage,
then that is a vocation in and of itself. If the wife has
been blessed with fertility and good health, then
God's plan is for her to have several children. And
yes, it is a demanding and physically tiring job, but
sacrifice and 'offering things up' is part of the
teaching of the Church. We won't get to Heaven on
a feather bed - we have to earn our salvation. Life
on earth is but a pin-prick of eternity. If we try and
have a rose-bed in this life, and avoid all suffering
and discomfort, we may well be on a ticket to Hell!
Bottom line - you still need God's approval to use
natural methods of avoiding children.
On the other hand a married couple may not be
blessed with children, but this too can be a blessing
- they can always adopt children. The worst thing is
if they resort to the gravely immoral IVF - forbidden
by the Catholic Church, which separates the unitive
from the procreative. IVF also involves the
destruction of 'spare' embryos. Children are not a
right, but a gift.
As a teenager I witnessed a Catholic family, which
included at least 12 children. They were always
impeccably behaved at Mass. Once the children got
older, the mother helped at the family bakery
business. This family has been blessed with a
vocation in the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate.
This family was doing God's will and therefore God
gave them the necessary graces to take on the task
of a big family. But this large family should be the
norm and not the exception! Remember God's first
command - "Be fruitful and multiply".
A very good book on this subject is by Jay Boyd,
PHD, called - "NFP. Trojan Horse in the Catholic
bedroom". Jay says the danger of NFP is that many
couples attempt to control their family rather than
leaving it up to God. It adds to the contraceptive
mentality. The Catholic Church teaches that God
should be the decider of these things, and yet in the
USA the bishops websites are promoting NFP as if
it should be used whatever the circumstances of the
couple! This is so wrong. It undermines trust in God.

If God has called a
girl

to marriage,
then that is a vocation

in and of itself.
This investigation lasted nearly 5 years, during which
time, a sizeable majority of Catholics embraced the
Pill revolution, encouraged in many cases by their
parish priests and silent bishops. They were shocked
when Pope Paul VI's encyclical Humanae Vitae came
out in the Summer of 1968, which condemned
artificial birth control as gravely immoral. It caused
outrage throughout the Catholic world - and this
outrage expressed itself in rebellion against this
teaching, even though this teaching is based on
Sacred Scripture. It is also part of the Natural Law.
This rebellion is on-going.
So what does the Catholic Church teach with regards
to procreation? The Church is very clear. Marriage
between a man and a woman is  the only place where
the marital act should take place. That is because
the first end of marriage is the procreation of children.
Any act which frustrates this - i.e. birth control, is
gravely immoral, and if done with full knowledge and
consent, is a mortal sin.
The Church does allow natural methods, but only, if
there is a grave and serious reason. These grave
and serious reasons should be the exception rather
than the rule. What constitutes a serious reason for
using natural methods? A long-term illness - whether
physical or mental would constitute a serious reason.
A mother who has just given birth would need
recovery time, and this would be a serious reason
(although new mothers are generally too exhausted
anyway!)  Where a country such as China has
imposed the one-child policy would be, arguably,
another grave reason. Where the husband has lost

Dominie Mary Beatrice Stemp

Dominie Mary Beatrice Stemp is a Freelance
writer and blogger.  Married with 3 children, she
is a catechist (certified by Our Lady’s Catechists
- OLC  - 2003) and certified catechist for Arundel
and Brighton Diocese since 2002.

On Twitter @DominieStemp
and blogs at
www.dominiestemp.blogspot.co.uk
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When Irish Eyes

Are NOT SmilingDominick Campbell, Fife, shared some
correspondence with us, after writing to his
parish priest in January to express concerns
about the distribution of a Protestant booklet at
Mass in the Carmelite Monastery at Dysart:
Dear Father
At Mass last week at Carmel along with the
newsletter there was a copy of a booklet issued by
the Scottish Bible Society a basically Protestant and
anti-Catholic institution being distributed to all. This
is very disturbing.   Furthermore on page 10 it is
written "Thirty years after his death, Jesus'
extraordinary life story was chronicled by a non-
Jewish doctor we know only as Luke. Luke's account
is comprehensive and factual; he simply puts what
he knows out there and allows the reader to make
up his or her own mind about the true identity of
Jesus Christ"
This is totally contradictory to Catholic belief and
teaching and has no place in a Catholic context.  It
merely reaffirms the Protestant heretical belief that
each person can interpret the Scripture to his or her
own liking.  It must be emphasised once again that
is NOT Catholic belief or teaching. Secondly, and
only as one example, it  uses the much favoured
Protestant translation of the Vulgate and Greek when
it says in Luke chapter 1 "Greetings, you are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you" instead of the
Vulgate1  and Greek proper and truly Catholic
translation "Hail. FULL of GRACE, the Lord is with
thee"  This is of course a subtle and insidious attack
on the Catholic Dogma of the Immaculate
Conception.
It would be appreciated that a thorough scrutiny of
anything being put out there actually reflected the
true belief and teaching of the one, true, Catholic and
apostolic Church rather than that of false religionists.
Dominick Campbell
Fr. Edward Wanat replies:
Thank you for your e-mail. I am truly sorry for
disturbance2 caused by a booklet issued by the
Scottish Bible Society received with our parish
Newsletter. In the spirit of our Jubilee Year I asked
parishioners to come up with ideas to build up
community divine spirit.3 One such suggestion was
made by Danny McGrath who funded it and
implemented this particular idea.  He will be in touch
with you.4 I pray and hope that this matter will not
spoil your participation and experience in our Jubilee
Year.   Thank you once again for your email and I
appreciate your valuable comments.  With reciprocal
prayers,
Dominick Campbell replies:
Dear Father
There are a number of points concerning your reply
to my email which I want to bring to your attention.
1 As far as I am aware there was no disturbance at
Carmel caused by the issuing of a booklet by the
Scottish Bible Society received with the parish News

Kingdom of Fife Vs Kingdom of God
Make up your own minds

about whether or not Christ was God…
Staff Reporter

letter. [Ed: game, set and match!]
2 In the spirit of our Jubilee Year I asked parishioners
to come up with ideas to build up community divine
spirit?
3 In reference to the literature issued it would be a
strange Catholic who did not find it disturbing that
such ignorant literature was being handed out in
Catholic churches at such a time of crisis in the
Church. The fact is that most young people attending
Catholic schools lapse before they leave school.  I
am surprised , to say the least, that you, as PP have
permitted the distribution of Protestant scripture
interpretation, given that the Protestant belief "sola
scriptura" which is obviously de-contextualized from
Tradition, is condemned by the Church.
4 I must tell you that I do not appreciate your un-
professionalism by sharing my concerns with one
Danny McGrath. Yes it is quite legitimate of you to
advise me of this person's role in the business.
However it is my decision whether I contact the
person or not.  It is my right to choose.  You had no
right whatsoever to discuss me with another
parishioner. Finally Danny McGrath is not the person
responsible for the souls of the parishioners-you,
Father, are that person". Yours sincerely

Footnotes:
1Our version of the Hail Mary is based on the Vulgate
translation of the Bible. As you know this translation
was done by St. Jerome in the early fifth century on
order of Pope St. Damasus I. It is the one and only
translation that has been formally approved by an
ecumenical council of the Catholic Church. Not only
approved but declared by the Council to be authentic,
that is, this translation (I am speaking of the whole
Bible, including this passage) contains accurately the
substance of God’s revelation to man. There are, as
by now we know, many other translations of the
corresponding Greek words in the New Testament
text, for example, “so highly favoured,” or just,
“highly favoured,” but these translations are merely
verbal renditions of the Greek. They do not contain
the fullness of doctrinal content that the Church
considers to be contained in what is really meant by
the words: gratia plena.  Fr John A. Hardon SJ,
Archives
http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Prayer/Prayer_046
.htm
2 Editor points out that it is important to avoid using
words which correspondents will pick up on to
suggest, albeit subtly, that you are not quite the whole
package; a few sandwiches short of a picnic, a few
bricks short of a bungalow. You’ll get my drift. Use
words like “concerned” rather than “disturbed” or
“upset” - don’t give them any excuse to put you down
or dismiss you as a nut.
3 Eh? “community divine spirit”? What the heck’s
that? - Ed
4 Tell him to get in touch with me. I’ll advise him
on how to invest his money in a way that won’t lead
him to Hell - Ed

See also
Irish Bishop Thrown

Under the Bus
courtesy of

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of
Dublin and Eamon Martin,

Primate of All Ireland.

  See foot of p.12…

As the Irish people prepare to vote in a (ridiculous
and unnecessary) referendum in May, to enable
the legalising of same sex marriage in that once
proud, Catholic nation, the Irish Bishops threw in
their scandalous tuppence-worth. The very title,
gives the game away:  ‘Marriage is important –
Reflect before you change it’ – Statement of the
Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference 10 March
2015.
Not “Don’t you DARE change it, but “Reflect
before you change it…” Martin Luther (another
traitor to the Faith) springs to  mind:“Where the
battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is
proved.” Or, in this case, exposed as a sham.
Loyal to God? To His moral law? To their
episcopal duty? To the Catholic religion? About
as loyal as  Enda Kenny. Enda story.
All through this embarrassingly weak statement,
the bishops bleat about not being able to “support”
this legislation without ever condemning it,without
mentioning God’s moral law. All their concern is
for the homosexuals, and the bishops even opt to
employ the language of the “LGBT community”:
“Can a way be found to protect the civil rights of
gay people without undermining the fundamental
meaning of marriage as commonly understood
across cultures, faiths and down the ages?”
Thus, they make the same fundamental mistake
that the Bishops of the UK made by accepting the
legitimacy of same-sex activity, leaving
themselves open to the obvious charge of
objecting only to the use of the “M” word. Call it
something else, not marriage, and we’re fine with
it.
They throw in the “P” word for the benefit of the
many useful idiots who will fall for their blarney:
“We invite people of faith to bring this decision to
prayer.” And - instead of warning that anyone who
votes for this evil legislation will be refused Holy
Communication, excommunicated even, they
whimper: “We encourage everyone to think about
these issues and to vote on May 22nd.”
If any of these men were employed in the Fire
Brigade, would you want them to attend a fire in
your house? Me, neither. I’d sooner pray for rain.

http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Prayer/Prayer_046.htm
http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Prayer/Prayer_046.htm
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Civil War On The Family
Leah Harvey

Priest On Golden
Jubilee of Diocese of
Arundel & Brighton:
“nothing to celebrate”

England Correspondent

Civil war rages in the Church
amidst speculation about the
possible outcome of the second
part of the Synod on the
family. Concerns are centred
around the dangerous idea that
“pastoral practice” in parishes

might change to allow those in irregular and
sinful sexual unions to receive Holy
Communion… Opposite (column 2) we
juxtapose the dissident propaganda spread
around by, among others, Fr Rosica, with the
orthodox view promoted by Cardinal Burke, as
quoted in a recent Lifesitenews interview1…

Below, the latest on Fr Rosica’s threat to sue a
lay blogger.2

Vatican Priest: I Won’t Sue
On March 4, David Domet, author of the traditionalist
Vox Cantoris blog, received a threatening letter from
the law firm representing Basilian Father Thomas
Rosica, CEO of Canada’s Salt+Light TV, and
English-language spokesman for the Vatican. The
letter demanded that Domet immediately and publicly
retract all statements on the blog regarding Father
Rosica — nine posts in all — and that he post a
public apology by 22nd February.
The Toronto law firm of Fogler Rubinoff, which
offered its services at no charge, alleged that Father
Rosica “is incurring and has incurred damages” as
a result of “false and defamatory statements,
including damages to his reputation, work and
service to the Church.”
This threat of legal action caused mayhem across
the internet with concerned Catholics suspicious that
this sort of extreme action is indicative of what is to
come in the second part of the Synod on the Family
- is public criticism to be forbidden, if Part Two of the
Synod follows the pattern of Part One?
Father Rosica issued a statement explaining that he
had never intended to sue and that the letter was
merely a request to “cease and desist” what he called
“frivolous calumny.” No lawsuit was ever launched
against the blogger, Father Rosica insisted, and he
indicated the matter is now closed. But that’s not how
the original letter read: after the demand to remove
all posts about Fr Rosica from Mr Domet’s blog, the
letter continued, that, nevertheless “We reserve the
right to commence litigation against you regardless
of any apology or retraction, but assure you that in
absence of apology or retraction, the damages
claimed will be significantly higher.”3

Footnotes:
1 Visit Lifesitenews:
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/catholics-shouldnt-sue-
one-another-cardinal-burke-comments-on-fr.-rosicas-l
2 Legal threat widely reported across the internet.
3 Catholic World Report
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3751/the_priest_
vs_the_blogger_a_case_in_canadian_conflict.aspx

Leah Harvey is a retired nurse who lives
with her family in Glasgow.

Plans for celebrating Arundel & Brighton's golden
jubilee in a football stadium are facing
mounting opposition.   The event is
scheduled for Sunday 5 July with Masses
elsewhere in the diocese cancelled.
Ever since the fall of Bishop Kieron Conry,
who launched it, bloggers have criticised it for
liturgical and financial reasons as well as logistical
and moral ones.
Apart from a fairground and high-class catering, the
day-long event will star Cardinal Cormac Murphy
O'Connor,   Dr Rowan Williams and Fr Timothy
Radcliffe.
The first two have already had mail, asking them to
withdraw, while certain Catholic organizations are
asking Archbishop Peter Smith, who now controls
the diocese, to ban Radcliffe because of his defence
of homosexuality.  All the schools in A&B are under
pressure to send pupils to the tawdry jamboree.  One
sceptical priest said, "Actually, there is nothing to
celebrate."

Maryvale Institute
Birmingham, England

Former Bastion of Orthodoxy
now House of Heresy?

The following extract is taken from the homepage of
the Maryvale website:
Maryvale is both a place of worship and a specialist
Institute, providing [opportunities for] distance
learning in Catholic Theology, Evangelisation,
Catechesis, Philosophy, Ministry and Religious
Education at every level from short, informal courses
to BAs, MAs and research degrees…  The Holy See
has now erected Maryvale as an Ecclesiastical

institute so that it can also offer degrees
of the Holy See, at undergraduate and
postgraduate level…

Catholics across the UK were puzzled
when, in 2013, a group of staff - including

the Acting Director, Dr Petroc Willey - resigned from
the Institute “for personal reasons”.1  Now it emerges
that the Institute - regarded in the neo-Catholic world
as a model of orthodoxy - has appointed Marie
Cooke, known advocate of women’s ordination2 in
charge of the Maryvale Certificate in Catechisis.  She
is also a Moderator for the dissident ACTA (A Call to
Action) forum in the Archdiocese of Glasgow.3

Maryvale’s reputation for orthodoxy is clearly
questionable. Is this why there were so many sudden
resignations in 2013?  Ms Cooke did not reply to our
email inviting her to comment in this report.

Footnotes:
1 Mass resignations at Maryvale Institute. What's going
on? The Telegraph, 28/10/13
2 http://mariecooke.wix.com/participationofwomen
3

http://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/component/content/article?
id=17:diocesan-forums

“Will this Pope re-write controversial Church doc-
trines?” Fr. Rosica said in the lecture, which was
posted to Youtube. “No. But that isn't how doctrine
changes. Doctrine changes when pastoral contexts
shift and new insights emerge such that particular
doctrinal formulations no longer mediate the saving
message of God's transforming love.”

Fr. Rosica continued: “Doctrine
changes when the Church has
leaders and teachers who are
not afraid to take note of new
contexts and emerging insights.
It changes when the Church has
pastors who do what Francis

has been insisting: leave the securities of your
chanceries, of your rectories, of your safe places, of
your episcopal residences go set aside the small-
minded rules that often keep you locked up and
shielded from the world.”

“I think it’s very impor-
tant to address a false
dichotomy that's been
drawn by some who
say, ‘Oh no, we’re just
changing disciplines.
We’re not touching the Church's doctrine.’ But if you
change the Church’s discipline with regard to ac-
cess to Holy Communion by those who are living in
adultery, then surely you are changing the Church's
doctrine on adultery.”
“You’re saying that, in some circumstances, adultery
is permissible and even good, if people can live in
adultery and still receive the sacraments. That is a
very serious matter, and Catholics have to insist that
the Church’s discipline not be changed in some way
which would, in fact, weaken our teaching on one of
the most fundamental truths, the truth about marriage
and the family,” Cardinal Burke said.

It is an error to believe that
Christ did not teach a
determined  body of doctrine
applicable to all times and to
all men...

Pope St. Pius X

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/catholics-shouldnt-sue-one-another-cardinal-burke-comments-on-fr.-rosicas-l
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/catholics-shouldnt-sue-one-another-cardinal-burke-comments-on-fr.-rosicas-l
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3751/the_priest_vs_the_blogger_a_case_in_canadian_conflict.aspx
http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Blog/3751/the_priest_vs_the_blogger_a_case_in_canadian_conflict.aspx
2 http://mariecooke.wix.com/participationofwomen 
2 http://mariecooke.wix.com/participationofwomen 
2 http://mariecooke.wix.com/participationofwomen 
http://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/component/content/article?id=17:diocesan-forums
http://www.acalltoaction.org.uk/component/content/article?id=17:diocesan-forums
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News From Cyberspace
There are things going on in the
Church and in the world  that
you won’t read uncensored, if
at all,  in the Catholic press.
Thanks to the internet, we can
bring you this REPORT…

Cardinal Burke
Vs

Cardinal Baldisseri
ROME, February 26, 2015
(LifeSiteNews.com) – Allegations have
surfaced this week that the lead organizer
of the Vatican’s controversial Synod on the
Family in October personally intervened to
block the distribution of a book distributed
by high-ranking cardinals, including
Cardinal Raymond Burke, that defended
the Church’s teachings on marriage.

The book was organized and authored by
a group of the Church’s highest-ranking
prelates – including Cardinal Raymond
Burke, then-head of the Vatican’s highest
court, and Cardinal Gerhard Müller, prefect
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith – who were gravely alarmed not only
at the “proposal” by Cardinal Walter Kasper
but at its positive reception among bishops
and Catholic laity.
Cardinal Kasper had shocked the Catholic
world at last year’s consistory of cardinals
by his “suggestion” that the Church change
its practice of withholding Communion from
people in “irregular unions,” and by his
claim that the pope had approved the
proposal. The so-called “Kasper proposal”
has since become the focal point of a nearly
open civil war in the Church in which
decades-long divisions between the
“liberal/progressives” and orthodox prelates
has been revealed by the world’s press.

editors were willing to speak with
LifeSiteNews “on the record” to confirm
what had happened, and attempts to reach
the Synod office went unanswered. It is
public knowledge, however, that only a
handful of bishops had been able to obtain
a copy during the Synod itself.
Edward Pentin reported yesterday that the
story has not stopped circulating in Rome
since the Synod, despite having been
dismissed at a December press conference
by Vatican spokesman Fr. Federico
Lombardi. “Since then the allegations have
become more widely known and have been
corroborated at the highest levels of the
church,” Pentin writes, saying that his
sources believe the seized books were
likely destroyed.
It is notable that the accusation could have
a potential of a criminal liability for unlawful
seizure of posted materials. The Vatican
City State postal service is a member of the
Universal Postal Union, a body under the
auspices of the UN, which regulates the
postal service practice of 192 member
states. One Vatican source told
LifeSiteNews today that a first attempt had
been made to stop the books being sent
by the Vatican Post Office, but that the
postal workers had refused to cooperate,
saying that it would be “unethical” to tamper
with the mail.
Baldisseri, appointed as a permanent
Secretary of the Synod of Bishops by Pope
Francis, has become a public spokesman
for the Kasper Proposal and he was heavily
criticized during the Synod by many of the
bishops themselves, who complained that
the process was being strictly controlled to
produce a particular outcome.
At a conference in Rome last month,
Baldisseri told delegates that “dogma can
evolve” and that the purpose of the Synod
was not merely to restate Catholic
teaching. He also confirmed that the
documents of the Synod, including the
highly contested “mid-term Relatio” that
had called for the Church to “accept and
value” the “homosexual orientation” had
been read and approved for publication by
Pope Francis.

At the Rome launch on October 6 of a
different book opposing Kasper’s proposal,
Cardinal George Pell, a member of Pope
Francis’ Council of Nine, said that
changing the practice or teaching of the
Church would be “disastrous.”
Pentin writes, “Those responsible for
mailing the books meticulously tried to
avoid interception, ensuring the copies
were sent through the proper channels
within the Italian and Vatican postal
systems.” Pentin added that his sources
had “strongly” refuted the claim by the
Synod’s secretariat that the books had
been distributed “irregularly,” saying they
had used the normal postal service that is
governed according to Vatican state and
international law and is known in Rome for
its superior service to the Italian postal
system.
Throughout the Synod, rumours circulated
broadly among the assembled corps of
journalists that the highly anticipated books
had failed to reach the bishops and had in
fact been confiscated on the orders of the
Synod’s leadership. At the time, although
this strange story had spread widely, none
of the principal parties involved in the
book’s publication or distribution were
willing to come forward.
That rule of silence appears to still be in
place; today none of the book’s authors or

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, general
secretary for the Synod of Bishops, who
became the focus of much criticism from
bishops at the Synod for allegedly
“manipulating” the process, is reported to
have ordered that the books be seized,
despite them having been posted through
the official Vatican City State postal service.
The highly respected Vaticanist Edward
Pentin, writing for NewsMax on
Wednesday, said “reliable and high level
sources” had confirmed that the book,
“Remaining in the Truth of Christ,” was
“intercepted” on the orders of Cardinal
Baldisseri on the grounds that it would
“interfere with the synod.” Baldisseri was
also said to have been “furious” at the
attempt to distribute them.
Cardinal Baldisseri reportedly claimed the
books were confiscated because they had
been distributed “improperly.” Those
entrusted with ensuring the books made it
into the hands of the Synod bishops,
however, insisted that the books had gone
through the regular Vatican postal service,
and were therefore legally protected
material, Pentin reports.
The book includes a set of essays
defending and explaining the Catholic
teaching on the indissoluble nature of
marriage and was intended by its authors
as a means of clarifying the discussion.

Read original at Lifesitenews
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/synods-chief-
organizer-blocked-book-by-top-cardinals-defending-
churchs-marr

Keep
Calm

And pray
for mercy!
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Thank-you for the latest newsletter which I received
today. It lifted my spirits and made me laugh,
particularly Dumb and Dumber! Name Withheld,
Edinburgh

Congratulations on one of the best-ever editions of
CT. You nailed 'Charlie Hebdo' effectively. Free
speech my grandmother.
By the way, St Mary's Pathhead still lists “Andy”
[Canon Andrew Monaghan, under police
investigation - see p.5, Feb. Edition] as their P.P.
Iain Colquhoun, Wales

Was it Mgr Basil Brush or one of these other mod-
ernist bampots who was speaking in a disparaging
way about certain church vestments? [Ed: yes! Mgr
Basil Loftus! See p.20, Feb edition.]

The following is the orthodox view as expressed in
"The Externals Of The Catholic Church" by Mgr
John F Sullivan D.D.     He says the garb prescribed
by the Church for the clergy "……Points them out
as 'set apart'. We should reverence these things,for
many of them are true sacramentals of our
Church;and when we see them,we should endeav-
our to remember the dignity which God has given to
their wearers,and the symbolism by which these
consecrated garments set before us the virtues
which He wishes His bishops and priests to manifest
in fulfilling the duties of their holy and exalted state."
MS, Perth

As an orthodox Catholic I feel duty bound in con-
science to make clear my opposition to the estab-
lishment of an independent Scotland. Such a society
cannot ultimately succeed because of its fundamen-
tal error in excising God and the inherent dignity of
all persons as made in God’s image (imago dei) as
the foundational principle of this nation’s identity, life
and well being.
A society which aborts children, supports same sex
relationships and redefines marriage, and engages
in a debate of a pro euthanasia hue with the ultimate
intention of finding its way into law, has already lost
its foundational moral compass.  Laws are now
being formulated in direct opposition and hostility to
the Judeo-Christian belief and ethic which historical-
ly and culturally have shaped and governed this
nation since the advent of the Christian faith in
Scotland.
Already we are witnessing and subject to a constant
barrage of openly aggressive atheistic, secularist
and morally relativistic attitudes and values which
are rooted solely in human considerations and moral
perspectives, and have no basis in and recourse to
God’s laws, values and ultimate governance as the
true basis and identity of this society. Much of the
media along with the vast majority of politicians now
consider themselves to be the true
guardians/commentators and authentic representa-
tives of how this nation should define itself i.e.
anthropologically, socially and morally.
As such it would be a violation of my informed
Catholic conscience to validate such an electoral
process and vote by an act of commission for the

establishment of a society which morally and cultur-
ally defines itself in such a manner that is repugnant
to the laws of God and the authentic identity of all
human beings as imago dei.
This nation should be mindful of the words of sacred
scripture that “those who misgovern their house
shall inherit the wind.” M. Brady, Glasgow

I should very much like to help you with your impor-
tant Apostolate, especially in these difficult times.
I work as a translator in Italy, mostly with legal stuff

but also a lot for Religious Orders. I would
like to offer my (free) services for your
newsletter, if there are things you would like

to have translated from Italian into English. I
have been reading it for many years now, for free,
and this would be a way of paying back my debt.
If you are interested, please contact me as soon as
possible. I am Irish, not Scottish, so I know very little
about Scottish jurisprudence or the Church in Scot-
land, but I'm sure a way round this could be found
easily.
I look forward to hearing from you, and assure you
of my prayers and those of many like me. Thomas
Marshall, Italy
Ed: thank you very much. We will certainly make good
use of your services, as the need arises in future.

N O T I C E S

Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to our
funds following the February edition. We are, as
ever, deeply impressed and touched by your
generosity.
To save postage, we no longer write letters of
acknowledgement for your individual donations
although if you include an email address, Editor
will thank you personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations online.
And, of course, a special word of gratitude  to
our Standing Order donors  because these regular
donations very much help us with our planning.

Our postage costs are rising steadily, so be
assured that your
generosity is truly greatly
appreciated. Thank you.

Miss McMoneypenny

For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My
name, because you belong to
Christ: amen I say to you, he
shall not lose his reward.
                                 (Mark 9:40)

Email List
Due to steeply rising postage costs, we are
asking online readers to read the newsletter
on our website where it is published in full.
So,if you can, please transfer to our e-mail
list by contacting editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Absolutely delighted to receive my first ‘Catholic
Truth’ of the new year. Your latest edition, with the
Charlie Hebdo references, is brilliant.
[Ed: copy sent to your American friend, as requested,
and she has been added to our mailing list.]

Things just go from bad to worse and on a local level,
I was appalled to hear that ‘Catholic’ schools over
here are teaching that all faiths are equal. At the
moment, children are learning all about Islam and
what a great and true faith it is, the seven Pillars and
how the Angel Gabriel really did appear to
Mohammed. Next on the brainwashing list will be
Buddhism and Hinduism - both equally true and
equal, of course, to Christianity.
I also heard from an upset pupil that, at school mass
in a local church, the teachers ushered out each row
of pupils [all had to go] and were made to receive
Communion in the hand from a lay person.
Last but by no means least, I saw a news item about
some business people in Stockholm having a
microchip inserted in the backs of their hands.
Sounds rather like the first stages of ‘666’ in
preparation for the coming of the AntiChrist.
Pat Shepherd (Mrs), Co. Kerry, Eire

Just a line to thank you for your wonderful newsletter.
Please keep up the excellent work. I love it. J.S.
Palmer, Middlesbrough

Catholic Truth goes from strength to strength - you
are to be congratulated. But for CT and Christian
Order (plus the odd copy of The Remnant) things
would be dire. The world this century seems in
catastrophic decline - which is accelerating. Grim
indeed.
Finally, a friend gives me the odd copy of Alive, from
Dublin.  I thought the Editor’s Jottings, page 7, were
good. Perhaps you may have some use for them.
Copy enclosed. George Mills, Glasgow
Ed: See page 11: Is Christian Unity still on the cards?
Alive!

Might I draw attention to the revitalisation of the
[Cause for] Venerable Margaret Sinclair; new saints
on the horizon - St Thérèse’s Mum and Dad.
St John Ogilvie Day too! I was at St Patrick’s! A
renewed effort here! Tom Reilly, Edinburgh

More letters p.9

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Your Letters Continued…

The Church, as you are aware, is going downhill with
clerics hardly preaching [the Faith]. We now have a
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church about which, since 2006, we have written to
many of our hierarchy hoping for a satisfactory
answer with regards to the three omissions which
are manifest, in our view - no replies were
satisfactory if you wish to instruct the faithful
properly. As this is of paramount importance we have
contacted, since 2006, two local priests, our bishop
(then Brain of Salford), our cardinal (then Cormac
Murphy-O’Connor) and even the Vatican.
The omissions are:
1. Which are the 6 sins against the Holy Spirit?
2. Which are the 4 sins crying to Heaven for vengeance?
3. Which are the 9 ways of sharing in the sins of others?

Firstly, Pentecost Sunday signifies the coming of the
Holy Spirit with all its powers. Jesus teaches: “I am
the Way, the Truth and the Life” and states clearly
that blasphemy against the Son of Man can be
forgiven but there is no forgiveness if one
blasphemes against the Spirit of Truth. Our first
martyr, Stephen, before his death states: “Oh,
stiff-necked and un-circumcised in heart and ears,
ye always resist the Holy Spirit!” Resistance then to
the Spirit of God is a crime - Jesus and Stephen state
it! 1

Secondly, abortion is now on a global scale, murders
in all forms, some in the name of religion are
increasing, oppression of the poor, “gay” marriage
which is now legalised in many countries and
homosexual acts in general, are all sins crying to
Heaven for vengeance.
Thirdly, consent, command, counsel, participation,
silence, etc. are all ways in which one can be
answerable for the sins of others.
Pope Benedict XVI approved the Compendium;
however, we fail to understand why such important
precepts were omitted. When writing to the Vatican,
their only reply was the matter would be considered
and in the book itself the Pope states: “it contains,
in concise form, all the essential and fundamental
elements of the Church’s faith.”  Not in our opinion!
Finally, it is manifest that the three groups mentioned
are so pervasive in contemporary society that the
omission of such in the Compendium seems a
patently obvious error.
In conclusion, we wish to say ‘thank you’ for your
very informative, interesting and funny magazine
(particularly the Pope’s remark regarding the Jesuits
on the front page, Issue No. 86, February, 2015).
Thank you for it. John & Patricia Baxter,
Manchester

[Thank you] for your wonderful magazine. M. J.
Parffrey, Worcs, England.

I always like the touches of humour in your
Newsletter.  Was it Chesterton who said that even
the most serious things are fit subjects for (serious)
humour - or words to that effect.
Your French reader’s comments on Charlie Hebdo
ring a bell. Watching the demonstration in Paris, on
TV, I remarked to my family: “If I turned up wearing
a placard reading: “Je Ne Suis Pas Charlie Hebdo”
I wonder if I would escape intact.” Vive le free speech
indeed!
A gentle rebuke to Aunt Evangeline. She does not
adequately emphasise God’s preparation for the
Coming of His Son through the religion of the Jews,
starting with Abraham through the other Patriarchs
and ending with the major and minor prophets. A
sentence at the end is not enough! This is why the
Church has always insisted on the importance of the
Old Testament in Sacred Scripture against a number
of heretics.
Ed: Aunt Evangeline was answering a question about
why there are so many non-Christian religions in the
world. Despite the limitations of space, she managed
to add a paragraph about God’s final revelation of
Himself through His Church, but a separate article
would be required to explain what you describe as
“God’s preparation for the Coming of His Son through
the religion of the Jews starting with Abraham…” given
that, only with the covenant at Mount Sinai did the
ancient Hebrews become the Jewish people, something
not yet achieved in Abraham’s time. Aunt Evangeline
gave sufficient information to help her young enquirer
to see that God’s work in human hearts led, ultimately,
to the establishment of His chosen vehicle for salvation
- the Catholic Church. That was the purpose of her
response.

Apropos of nothing - or perhaps apropos of
everything, have you noticed the remarkable parallel
between the secular and ecclesiastical spheres? In
secular society, our political leaders are (almost?)
without exception intellectually mediocre. In
ecclesiastical affairs our leaders are, (with one or two
honourable exceptions) not only intellectually
mediocre, but, worse, spiritually mediocre! But, then,
who am I to judge?
An Anglican canon, in a TV discussion, seriously
suggested that: “We have the first Anglican Pope,
because his views are so close to Anglican views!”
Of course, the first reaction was to laugh, but then
sobriety took over. He is right! Absolutely right!
I know this letter breaks the rules as well! *
Thomas William Jones, Herts, England
* [Ed: a reference to our tips in Issue No. 86, p.9 to keep
letters to the press short and stick to one topic!]

Footnotes:
1 We have, in the past, covered the meaning of the
“unforgivable sin” in our Education section, Thinking
Through Catholic Truth, but to clarify the above letter, we
post the following extract from the Catholic Encyclopaedia
Online - Ed:

The Fathers of the Church, commenting on the Gospel texts
[on blasphemy against the Holy Spirit] did not confine
themselves to [one] meaning. Whether it be that they wished
to group together all objectively analogous cases, or whether
they hesitated and wavered when confronted with this point
of doctrine, which St. Augustine declares (Serm. ii de verbis
Domini, c. v) one of the most difficult in Scripture, they have
proposed different interpretations or explanations.

St. Thomas, whom we may safely follow, gives a very good
summary of opinions in II-II.14. He says that blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost was and may be explained in three
ways.

•Sometimes, and in its most literal signification, it has been
taken to mean the uttering of an insult against the Divine
Spirit, applying the appellation either to the Holy Ghost or
to all three Divine persons. This was the sin of the Pharisees,
who spoke at first against "the Son of Man", criticizing the
works and human ways of Jesus, accusing Him of loving
good cheer and wine, of associating with the publicans, and
who, later on, with undoubted bad faith, traduced His Divine
works, the miracles which He wrought by virtue of His own
Divinity.

•On the other hand, St. Augustine frequently explains
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost to be final impenitence,
perseverance till death in mortal sin. This impenitence is
against the Holy Ghost, in the sense that it frustrates and is
absolutely opposed to the remission of sins, and this
remission is appropriated to the Holy Ghost, the mutual love
of the Father and the Son. In this view, Jesus, in Matthew 12
and Mark 3 did not really accuse the Pharisees of
blaspheming the Holy Ghost, He only warned them against
the danger they were in of doing so.

•Finally, several Fathers, and after them, many scholastic
theologians, apply the expression to all sins directly opposed
to that quality which is, by appropriation, the characteristic
quality of the Third Divine Person. Charity and goodness are
especially attributed to the Holy Ghost, as power is to the
Father and wisdom to the Son. Just, then, as they termed sins
against the Father those that resulted from frailty, and sins
against the Son those that sprang from ignorance, so the sins
against the Holy Ghost are those that are committed from
downright malice, either by despising or rejecting the
inspirations and impulses which, having been stirred in man's
soul by the Holy Ghost, would turn him away or deliver him
from evil.
It is easy to see how this wide explanation suits all the
circumstances of the case where Christ addresses the words
to the Pharisees. These sins are commonly reckoned six:
despair, presumption, impenitence or a fixed determination
not to repent, obstinacy, resisting the known truth, and envy
of another's spiritual welfare.

The sins against the Holy Ghost are said to be unpardonable,
but the meaning of this assertion will vary very much
according to which of the three explanations given above is
accepted. As to final impenitence it is absolute; and this is
easily understood, for even God cannot pardon where there
is no repentance, and the moment of death is the fatal instant
after which no mortal sin is remitted. It was because St.
Augustine considered Christ's words to imply absolute
unpardonableness that he held the sin against the Holy Ghost
to be solely final impenitence. In the other two explanations,
according to St. Thomas, the sin against the Holy Ghost is
remissable — not absolutely and always, but inasmuch as
(considered in itself) it has not the claims and extenuating
circumstance, inclining towards a pardon, that might be
alleged in the case of sins of weakness and ignorance. He
who, from pure and deliberate malice, refuses to recognize
the manifest work of God, or rejects the necessary means of
salvation, acts exactly like a sick man who not only refuses
all medicine and all food, but who does all in his power to
increase his illness, and whose malady becomes incurable,
due to his own action. It is true, that in either case, God could,
by a miracle, overcome the evil; He could, by His omnipotent
intervention, either nullify the natural causes of bodily death,
or radically change the will of the stubborn sinner; but such
intervention is not in accordance with His ordinary
providence; and if he allows the secondary causes to act, if
He offers the free human will of ordinary but sufficient grace,
who shall seek cause of complaint? In a word, the
irremissableness of the sins against the Holy Ghost is
exclusively on the part of the sinner, on account of the
sinner's act. (Catholic Encyclopaedia Online - Holy Spirit)

[Pope] Francis has now gone beyond all limits and
all restraint. Words fail me as I try to express my
horror at this latest, utterly scandalous statement:
[Catholics need not be “like rabbits”, p.4 - Ed]   a gift
wrapped in Christmas paper to the population control
peddlers of the entire world. This man does not even
speak like a  Catholic, a fact which was obvious
almost from his first words (“…my good friend and
eminent theologian, Cardinal Kasper… I am not
trying to put in a plus for his new book…”) - precisely
what he was doing! Right up to the present: [following
the Charlie Hebdo killings - Ed] “You should expect a
punch for mocking religion…If my good friend …says
a curse word against my mother, he can expect a
punch…” Francis then threw a mock punch …” (Daily

Mail 16/1/15). No pontificate since John
XXIII has seen such a damning
accumulation of evidence in such a short
time. [Now] Pope Francis, quoting population
experts, has said that each family should have a
maximum of three children. [Ed: not quite accurate.
He  actually said: “I believe that three children per
family, from what the experts say, is the key number
for sustaining the population.” - Quoted in Vatican
Insider]

This man is an utter disgrace to the Faith. The World
Planned Parenthood Federation must be jumping
for joy. The darkness of Satan has spread
throughout the Catholic Church even to its summit.
Peter McEnerny, Glasgow
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 MarchPope Honorius I

Taken from the Vatican.com website
http://vatican.com/articles/popes/pope_honorius_i-a1110

Pope Honorius I was born in Campania,
Italy. He was the Pope between the 27th of
October 625 and the 12th of October 638.
He succeeded Pope Boniface V two days
after his death. Pope Honorius I is
remembered in Catholic history for having
administered numerous initiatives. He was
involved in the controversy between the
Monophysites and orthodoxy. He argued
that Christ did not possess both a divine
and a human will at the same time, but that
He had only a single will which was
expressed through His human and divine
natures.  This argument was commonly
known as Monotheletism. However, his
belief in Monotheletism proved challenging
for the popes and councils that followed
thereafter because no one was ready to
admit that a pope could believe and support
such a sacrilegious argument as
Monotheletism which was later condemned
as an heretical doctrine by the Third
Council of Constantinople in 680. In 680
and 681, Pope Honorius I was
retrospectively convicted as a heretic and
was excommunicated from the Church by
the Third Ecumenical Council of
Constantinople.

During his entire reign, Pope Honorius
strongly maintained the deviation including
in official letters which he wrote to Sergius
I, patriarch of Constantinople while replying
to a formal consultation and also in letters
written to several other people. His letters
brought about divisions in the Church with
other members of the Church opposing his
opinion.

Despite this problematic view which he
expressed in the many letters and other
documents that he wrote, Pope Honorius I
was a great pope [who] is still remembered
today due to his great works. He did a lot
of work in terms of the restoring and
beautifying of the churches of Rome. He
cared much about the needs of the Romans
and repaired the aqueduct off Trajan and
he left his portrait in the apsidal mosaic of
Sant Agnese fueri le mura. In addition, he

played a role in reuniting the schismatic
metropolitan See of Aquileia to the Roman
Church,

Most of the letters that Pope Honorius I
wrote were a bit controversial and drew a
lot of attention and debate. Some of them
made him condemned and were discussed
even during the First Vatican Council of
1870, more than 1000 years after his death.
The major argument was on the issue of
papal infallibility. The Council specifically
stated that Pope Honorius I had advanced
heretical teachings, approved them and
was also responsible for distributing them
(and not just negligent as it was claimed by
some apologists). The Council then went
ahead and condemned Pope Honorius I
naming him as a heretic and
excommunicating him. His heretical letters
were burnt by order of the Council and only
a scrap survived.

Pope Honorius I was condemned as a
heretic by three ecumenical councils. After
his death, all newly elected popes had to
profess his condemnation before assuming
office until the 11th century. He died on
12th October 638 and was succeeded by
Pope Severinus.

“But when Cephas
was come to Antioch, I
withstood him to his
face, because he was

to be blamed.”
St Paul writing to the Galatians about
an occasion when he was duty bound

to correct the first pope, Peter.
(Galatians 2:11)

By teaching that
superiors should not

refuse to be
reprehended by

inferiors, St. Peter
gave posterity an

example more rare
and holier than that of
St. Paul as he taught
that in the defence of

truth and with
charity, inferiors may
have the audacity to

resist superiors
without fear."
St Augustine (354-430)

(Epistula 19 ad Hieronymum)

POPE
INNOCENT III

"The pope should not flatter himself about
his power, nor should he rashly glory in his
honour and high estate, because the less
he is judged by man, the more he is judged
by God.

Still the less can the Roman Pontiff  glory,
because he can be judged by men, or
rather, can be shown to be already judged,
if for example he should wither away into
heresy, because he who does not believe
is already judged.

In such a case it should be said of him: 'If
salt should lose its savour, it is good for
nothing but to be cast out and trampled
under foot by men.'"
(Pope Innocent II,CA. 1160-1216  Sermo 4)

Many, if not most, Catholics cling
to the false notion that the Pope is
above all criticism, is chosen by the
Holy Spirit and must be obeyed
without question. The Church has
never taught such idolatry, so
perhaps a brief journey back into
history might help clarify the
matter…

http://vatican.com/articles/popes/pope_honorius_i-a1110
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Extracts from interview: Kathy Sinnot,
former (Irish) MEP and host of EWTN’s
Celtic Connections, interviews Fr. Mar-
cel Guarnizo, Founder of EICEE (Edu-
cational Initiative in Central and Eastern
Europe)
Date:  February 21, 2015
Audio Interview Transcript

Kathy Sinnott:  I asked Father about the trend in
Western Europe that seems to be moving toward
widespread legislation in favour of same-sex
marriage.
Yes, I think clearly there is a trend in Western Europe
that seems to be moving in that direction and it’s
perhaps astonishing that some of these things-why
it’s important to have a father and a mother and why
it’s important to preserve the most basic institution
in society-would have been completely unquestioned
even 50 years ago.  So it’s really a development to
think about, where we are, that this has become
almost a discussion about an actual fundamental
right that seems to have been violated in the West
for hundreds and hundreds of years.  I argue that
that is not the case.  I am preoccupied about the
trend especially in Western Europe.  We saw over
two million people in the streets of France which is
an incredible amount of people.  I’m trying to protect
marriage and the rights of the child.  But in Western
Europe the trend is certainly moving in that direction.
I think in a different part of Europe a very important
and, with many nations that constitute part of the
European Union, the trend is moving in an opposite
direction and I think that’s very interesting.  Croatia
in recent months amended their constitution to
protect marriage between a man and a woman.
Slovakia inspired basically by that on a parliamentary
vote also amended their constitution and recently
Macedonia also did that.  So there’s a clear
distinction really between central and Eastern
Europe and what’s happening in Western Europe
and perhaps what’s even happening in the United
States.  And I think this is all part of the philosophical
discussion of the cultures of these countries.  My
contention is that the culture in Central and Eastern
Europe is still in a sense healthier and still committed
to some of those ideas that built the West perhaps
more than some countries in Western Europe.
Q: Is that because they’ve been through
Communism and they have seen how badly
things can go and they’re now embracing…?
I think that would be an extensive discussion about
why that is, but I think clearly the faith is more lively
and it’s stronger in these countries that were
persecuted for so long by Communism.  There’s an
old saying in the ancient Church that the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church.  I happen to
believe that the potential renewal of Europe will come
from Central and Eastern European nations.  I think
the other reason is that bishops in central and
Eastern Europe are quite strong, and…
Kathy:  They too have suffered.
Yes, they too have suffered and if you go to Central
and Eastern Europe the Masses and parishes are
full.  But I also think the people have a common
sense about these things and they really are in that
sense preserving things that seem so obviously
normal to everybody in the West until recently.  I think
the trend at present is being pushed by a very, very,

very small group of people.  I
call it simply the radical gay
lobby in the West and this does
not really speak, I think for the
large majority of people even in
the West and I certainly don’t
think it speaks for the large
majority of people who have homosexual tendencies.
So I think it’s very important in this discussion to
separate the homosexual lobby from men, women
or young people who may even be in our families
and who are loved by all of us who may have
homosexual tendencies. I would say part of the issue
here is to really clarify the issues and who we are
discussing with about this matter.
Kathy:  You know, this is very interesting
because obviously there seems to be a real
ignorance when you look at the polls.  You would
think this is a very widespread, popular
movement.
Well, I would say that clearly many of the things that
are being promoted, and much of it is propaganda,
has had at a popular level great impact.  I think
arguments have been missing and people who
reasonably and dispassionately could talk about this
issue like we speak about any other issue really need
to voice and provide intellectual leadership for people
to think through the issue carefully.
Kathy:  Can we just look at the issue now and
think through it?
I would, off the bat, want to make a couple of
distinctions to try to separate what I just said, the
radical homosexual lobby which is different from men
and women who may have homosexual tendencies.
I think there’s an increased rhetoric about the
homosexual community and so forth and so they
purport to speak for all of the people who may have
homosexual tendencies.  In a sense, they’re using
this word, “community,” to create the impression that
they’re almost the only people who would love
someone who has a homosexual tendency so they
become like surrogate parents or friends or brothers
and sisters to anybody who would have a
homosexual tendency, but this is really false.  All of
these individuals are already inserted in natural
communities who love and care for them-in families,
they’re part of our community, they’re part of the
academic community, and they’re not being
persecuted by anybody who may have a different
view on the matter.  So, I think that’s the first thing.
Kathy:  Well, certainly in Paris we saw various
people, even in homosexual groups, some
mayors with same-sex attraction, tendencies,
etc., marching against the proposed legislation
which is now the law of the land in France.
Yes. I think it’s quite normal for people who would
like to discuss this issue, the homosexual lobby has
made it difficult for people to do so and they seek
repercussions on anybody who would dare to do so.
“Homophobia” has become a common term, but I’ve
argued that it’s really just absolutely unscientific
because somebody might speak on the radio about
the importance of marriage and the importance of a
father or a mother that somebody says immediately
that this person has, “contracted homophobia.”  I call
it the mysterious phobia which is completely
undiagnosed.  A phobia is really an irrational fear of
something which you really have very little moral
culpability for.  We don’t go around persecuting

Ireland: Same Sex Marriage Referendum Is Christian
Unity

still on
the cards?

IN The Unintended Reformation, US historian Brad
Gregory outlines the impact on Western history of
the key Protestant principle, “sola Scriptura”,
Scripture alone.
This principle claimed that God spoke directly to
each person through Scripture, so there was no
need for a teaching authority to explain what
anyone should believe - God’s word was enough.
The principle reflected,
and further boosted, the
growing individualism of
the time, and was badly
tainted with arrogance.
Not only the Church’s teaching authority could be
ignored, but also the insights and wisdom of earlier
saints and theologians, in favour of one’s own
personal opinion.
Catholics often ask what Protestants believe. They
assume that Protestants hold to a unified body of
teaching, similar to the Catholic Church’s teaching
summarised in the Catechism.
This, however, is a serious misunderstanding of
Protestantism. As Gregory shows, from the very
beginning of the Reformation, the only thing that
united Protestants was their rejection of the
Church’s authority to teach and what she taught.
It was soon clear that the Scripture was telling
something very different to each person who read
it.
Split
The Reformation split into two general patterns.
Some reformers, like Luther or Calvin, backed by
local political leaders, succeeded in imposing a
state religion. England under Henry VIII did
likewise. But these reformers often despised each
other and rejected each other’s teachings, whether
on the Eucharist, the role of the Spirit, infant
baptism, and so on.
The other pattern saw a huge multitude of little
communities, each with its own beliefs. They hadn’t
rejected the Pope to be told by a king, a political
leader or some other theologian what to believe!
And if any disagreed with some teaching in their
own little community they broke away and formed
a new grouping with its own unique beliefs. The
same pattern is now happening more and more
right through Protestantism.
This month [Ed: January, 2015] we celebrate
Christian Unity Week. But it’s no longer clear what
this is about. We can have friendly relations at a
local level, but we have to admit that thanks to sola
Scriptura, unity in both doctrinal and moral beliefs
is getting ever farther away.

The above taken from Editor’s
Jottings, Is Christian unity still on
the cards? Alive! January, 2015

Continued on p.12
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people who have arachnophobia, a fear of spiders,
because it’s really beyond their control.  Phobia is not
the issue here.  The issue here is that we would like
to reason through this and I argue that so-called
same-sex marriage is unreasonable and it actually
hurts people with homosexual tendencies.
So the first thing I would try to emphasize is to
understand what a homosexual tendency is. The first
distinction that needs to be made is that men or
women with homosexual tendencies are not some
third gender, fourth gender, fifth gender, they’re just
men and women who have a sexual tendency that is
oriented toward the same gender.  So, from a
scientific point of view, there is no such thing as more
than two genders.  We know this from a genetic point
of view and this is absolutely indisputable.  Anything
else is propaganda or pseudoscience.
The second thing is to understand that every human
being has natural tendencies and we all have those
natural tendencies and all fundamental rights are
based on those natural tendencies. So man has, for
instance, the natural tendency toward food.  We are
beings that require food and everybody has that.
Therefore, to forbid people from eating or to
effectively impede them from attaining food would be
a violation of fundamental human rights.  This
happened in the Ukraine with the artificial famines
that Stalin carried out and 6,000,000 people died,
yes.  So this is clearly a violation of fundamental
rights.  We all have a tendency toward the need for
drink or liquids because food alone will not do it, and
this is beyond dispute.  We have the natural tendency
toward sleep and so forth.  There are many such
things.
One of our natural tendencies is also that we are
sexual beings, we’re not asexual beings, so this is
common to all.  So for a government to forbid
reproduction or forbid freedom in that would be, for
instance, a violation of human rights as it is in China
with the one child policy.  I say China is an illegitimate
government if it is coercing women to have abortion.
We also have spiritual tendencies that are of a natural
origin, that is to say the natural desire for all men to
know, the first line of the metaphysics in Aristotle, all
men by nature desire to know.  We also have spiritual
tendencies such as the natural desire to preserve our
being in existence, so self-preservation, this is
common to all and we all have this.
All of these tendencies can be oriented into excess
or defect and this is what we find in the different
situations and I’ll just give you one example.  Our
natural desire for food could be oriented in a non-
normative manner by excess and we call that bulimia
and it presents itself in about 1% of the population.
By deficiency we call it anorexia and it’s about 0.5-1%
of the population.  This is the same thing with
narcolepsy which is a non-normative tendency
toward sleep and that’s about 0.05% of the
population.  On and on and on…
Kathy: …and insomnia…
Insomnia, yes, would be the defect.
All of our natural and spiritual tendencies can be by
excess or defect non-normative.  It’s the same thing
with paranoia which is an excessive fear of things
that can harm us so it’s that natural tendency toward
self-preservation by excess and that’s about 2% of
the population.  So, on we go.  For instance, on the
spiritual intellectual side our love of self and
preserving ourselves can turn by excess into
narcissism which is also, by excess, a non-normative
love of self.
The sexual tendency, it would be an amazing thing
that it would be the only tendency that would not have

Fr Marcel Guarnizo on Homosexuality  Continued from p.11
the possibility of becoming non-normative or
oriented by excess or defect.  It is just like any other
natural tendency.  And so, for instance, in the
national health study in the United States in 2013 of
all the adults in the United States 96.6% registered
as heterosexual.  So we’re talking about a very, very,
very small percentage that may be oriented toward
the same sex. Bisexuality was 0.7% in the United
States and transgenderism was only 0.3%.  The
sexual tendency can be oriented in a non-normative
manner in many other ways, so for instance, an
excess of hyper sexuality in women that is known
as nymphomania is only 3%.  So I’m trying to point
out that homosexuality, bisexuality, or other
tendencies is simply the natural tendency toward
sexuality oriented in a non-normative manner.
And I’ll just say this which is important to understand
the point, what I mean by non-normative.  Simply
this:  If you come to work to EWTN out of 100 times
you come to work you come two times late and
somebody says, “Kathy Sinnott is normally late to
work,” that would be a false statement.  It is non-
normative that you are late because it is only 2%.
All these tendencies that I just listed present
themselves in a non-normative manner and
homosexuality is clearly a non-normative tendency.
Before any other judgment, ethical, theological or
whatever it may be, it’s important to see that this is
a non-normative tendency.
So that’s the first thing and also that this is not an
extraordinarily shocking thing.  We’re dealing simply
with human beings that have to deal with all of their
natural tendencies and try to keep them all in
balance.
Ireland has made great efforts culturally to deal with
the tendency toward drink so it will not be excessive
but priests clearly are not shocked by any
of this.  But to say that this is
normative, to say furthermore that this
is a human right, to say that this
should be promoted in public policy
and, fourth, to use the rule of law
to legislate in the universal for an
entire nation in this case on a
non-normative tendency is unreasonable, it is not
the function of law, it is certainly not the function of
politicians and it is an abuse of the rule of law for
particular purposes.
And the law is not biographical, that is to say, the
law does not exist to cater to different biographical
experiences.  Fundamental rights depend on them
being based on human nature and they’re common
to all man and sexual preferences, per se, have
absolutely nothing to do with fundamental rights.
This is not even an argument in which this would
fall.
Kathy:  It’s not an argument, but it’s one that’s
being used.
Yes, and I understand that and I think one of the
reasons that it seems so difficult is because
referendums of this nature force people to vote
against something and people who may know
maybe even members in their own families who
have homosexual tendencies do not want to be
voting against people they love.  But they have to
be very clear on what is being sought here is to
preserve the proper rule of law and to tell the truth.
It is a falsehood and it is morally unacceptable for
all leaders whether they be politicians, cultural
leaders or even church leaders to not say clearly to
young people and others that this is non-normative.
We don’t have pride parades for anorexia, we do not
celebrate non-normative tendencies because we

ought to be concerned. In every case we ask when
we see a non-normative tendency, which the
percentages are exactly the same as any other
non-normative tendency, why is this happening?
The refusal of responsible adults and society to ask
that question in a serious way  which really
happened in 1973 when this was taken out of the
books as something we ought to be concerned and
looking at is irresponsible and untruthful and
completely unscientific.
Kathy:  Father, you’ve just talked about
fundamental rights being based on natural
tendencies, inclinations of the human person.
And yet, we see everywhere that same sex
marriage is being called a fundamental right or
a civil right, etc.  Why that confusion?  What is
a fundamental right?
This is I think very important and I think fundamental
human rights find their objective reason in the kind
of being that man is, so they’re based in the nature
of man per se. They go really to the foundation of
who a human being is and in these objective qualities
and needs of man that extend later as protections
for that kind of being so he can live and in respect
to his human dignity that we say certain things must
be protected and they’re fundamental because
they’re true of every human being.  They’re part of
who we are as mankind.  So they must be universal
by definition.
Kathy:  So if there’s a fundamental need in our
nature, like to eat, we have a fundamental right
to meet that need? Yes, absolutely…
Kathy:  Father, we are very fast approaching a
referendum here in Ireland.  Have you any advice?
Yes, I think simply that those who are in Ireland
should just vote for the continuation of the most basic
unit of society which is the family.  It has sustained
Western civilization for all our history and there is no
justifiable reason to change anything.  This doesn’t
make any sense.
But the second thing is to try to dispel some of the
propaganda so people can make up their minds and
not feel that it’s an act of hatred or it’s homophobic
to simply say what I just said. End of Extracts

Primate of All Ireland Eamon Martin and the
Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin took to the
airwaves in what RTE News described as a “hastily
arranged news conference”(pictured below) to
apologise for “any offence” Bishop Kevin Doran of
Elphin may have caused during a Newstalk
Breakfast interview, when he pointed out what
anyone with even elementary knowledge of human
biology should know, that same sex couples with
children are not “parents”: “People with children
are not necessarily parents”, he said, pointing out
that the problem with the Government Children &
Family Relationships Bill was “to make possible
that people in various types of relationships could
have children; it was not about ensuring children
have their parents.” Well said, Bishop Doran! If
anyone is due an apology in this debacle, it’s
your good self.

Irish Bishop Thrown Under Bus



At 6:00 PM Rome time this evening (March 7, 2015),
Pope Francis celebrated a special Mass of com-
memoration of the first vernacular Mass of Pope
Paul VI.

The celebration  took place at the Church of All
Saints, Via Appia Nuova--the very same church
where, fifty years ago today, Pope Paul VI offered a
prototype of the New Mass in the vernacular.

In his homily, Pope Francis recalled the Gospel
account of the cleansing of the temple, and Jesus’
famous remark, “Do not make My Father’s house a
marketplace!”

"This expression, according to Francis as reported
by Vatican Radio, did not just refer to those doing
business in the temple; it refers to a certain type of
religiosity. Jesus’ gesture is one of 'cleansing, of
purification.'
"God is not pleased with material offerings based on
personal interests. Rather, Jesus is calling us to
'authentic worship, to the correspondence between
liturgy and life – a call that is true for every age, and
also for us today.'"

What does this mean? After 50 years of liturgical
chaos in the Church, with a New Rite of Mass that
even Pope Benedict himself finally admitted has
been utterly "trivialized", with  massive defections
from the Church, an unprecedented clerical sex
scandal, with Mass attendance throughout the
whole world now at record lows - does Francis really
mean to suggest  that our half-century old  liturgical
nightmare is cause for celebration and that  those
who long for the old Mass are motivated by petty
personal interests that would have caused Jesus to
drive them from the temple?    In the context of
celebrating  the 50th anniversary of the vernacular
Mass who is it that Francis believes to be guilty of
this  "certain type of religiosity" condemned by Our
Lord?  Why does he bring these people up?

Perhaps this  is not what was intended.   But if
not,  then, given the context of this homily, what  is
Francis getting at?

 Pope Francis
Celebrates

“50 Years of
Liturgical

Chaos”
Michael Matt

New Mass
“A Fabricated Liturgy”

Cardinal Ratzinger
(Pope Benedict XVI)
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If you look at what Paul VI actually did with this
New Mass; he replaced the universal liturgical
language of the Church with the language of the
Tower of Babel, turned the priest away from God
to face the people, replaced the high altar with a
table and incorporated a lay participation in the
Mass that was certainly not present on Calvary,
except on the part of those who were actively
crucifying the Lord! These changes were all in
line with Luther’s Reformation meal service. And
yet you argue that he had the authority to do this?
Well you would, wouldn’t you!
But what of the bitter fruit of that act of Paul VI?
In the years since his New Mass was imposed
vocations to the priesthood and religious life have
plummeted to the extent that thousands of
seminaries and religious houses have closed,
tens of thousands of parishes have been shut
down, and millions of Catholics have abandoned
the Faith while many more tens of thousands
remain within and at odds with the moral teaching
of the Church.
Luther was absolutely right when he said:
“destroy the Mass and you will destroy the
Catholic Church.” That’s why Our Lord did not
permit Paul VI to issue a formal abrogation of the
ancient Latin liturgy, a fact that Pope Benedict
XVI clearly confirmed in Summorum Pontificum in
refutation of 40 years of liberal claims to the
contrary.
[Please note that] the Latin language [is] a barrier
to any heresy that may arise to threaten the
integrity of the Sacrifice.
And remember that observation of Cardinals
Ottaviani and Bacci: “The New Mass represents
in whole and in part a grave departure from
the Catholic theology of the Mass. In other
words, it was constructed around Protestant
theology which tragedy is pretty obvious today in
almost every parish on earth.
No, the New Mass may be valid but it’s not licit by
any stretch of ecclesiastical law. In this matter we
may justly claim that obedience to God takes
precedence over obedience to men.

Bitter Fruits
of New Mass of

Paul VI
Martin BlackshawIn his second Epistle to the Thessalonians St. Paul

admonished them to stand fast and keep the
traditions which they had learned either by word of
mouth or from his epistles (II Thess 2:14). Writing in
the fourth century, St. Jerome observed: "the best
advice that I can give you is this: Church traditions -
especially when they do not run counter to the faith
- are to be observed in the form in which previous
generations have handed which we have received
from the fathers of old".
The principle enshrined in these quotations had been
implemented consistently by every Pope until the
pontificate of Pope Paul VI. The significance of the
Reform of the Roman liturgy with its severe critique
of the new Mass derives not so much from what it
says but from who says it. As Cardinal Ratzinger
expressed it, Msgr. Klaus Gamber was "the one
scholar, who, among the army of pseudoliturgists,
truly represents the liturgical thinking of the center of
the Church" …
In his preface to the French edition of Msgr.
Gamber's book [Reform Of The Roman Liturgy: Its
Problems And Background] Cardinal Ratzinger has
this to say on the subject of post-conciliar renewal:
"What happened after the Council was something
else entirely: in the place of liturgy as the fruit of
development came fabricated liturgy. We abandoned
the organic, living process of growth and
development over centuries, and replaced it - as in
a manufacturing process - with a fabrication, a banal
on -the-spot product. Gamber, with the vigilance
of a true prophet and the courage of a true witness,
opposed this falsification, and, indefatigably taught
us about the living fullness of a true liturgy".
What, then, does this true prophet have to say about
a reform which is, in reality, a continued revolution?
"The pastoral benefits that so many idealists had
hoped the new liturgy would bring did not materialize.
Our churches emptied in spite of the new liturgy (or
because of it?), and the faithful continued to fall away
from the Church in droves."  And again:
"In the end, we will all have to recognize that the new
liturgical forms, well intentioned as they may have
been at the beginning, did not provide the people
with bread, but with stones."
Canon 214 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law states
that the faithful are entitled to the prescriptions of
their own rite. Many of the faithful of the Roman rite
find it impossible to recognize what takes place in
their parish churches each Sunday as their own rite,
despite the fact that the Vatican II liturgy constitution
ordered that all existing liturgical rites should be
preserved and fostered in every way. Cardinal
Ratzinger has remarked: "Today we might ask: is
there a Latin Rite at all any more? Certainly there is
no awareness of it. To most people the liturgy
appears to be something for the individual
congregation to arrange."

Michael Matt: Did Pope Francis Just Scold
Traditionalists Once Again? The Remnant, 7/3/15.

Reprinted here by kind permission.

Taken from an article by Michael Davies: The
Reform of the Roman Liturgy (Mgr Klaus Gam-
ber): Where the modern Liturgy Went Wrong…

“Athanasius”,
Catholic Truth Blog...
March, 2015.
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The role of the laity in the Catholic Church, and the
understanding of the lay vocation, has changed
dramatically since the Second Vatican Council.
Indeed, nothing short of a revolution has taken place
in the last fifty years.  Many authors have waxed
lyrical about this new understanding of the lay
vocation heralded by the Council.
Lumen Gentium says in Chapter 33, “The apostolate
of the laity is a sharing in the salvific mission of the
Church. Through Baptism and Confirmation all are
appointed to this apostolate by the Lord himself.”
This is merely restating what the Catholic laity knew
for centuries prior to Vatican II.  The Catechism had
long been instructing lay Catholics to act like
“Soldiers of Christ”, so it would appear that the
Council was reinforcing what every Catholic knew,
or should know.
The Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity,
Apostolicam Actuositatem, stated that the laity has
“the right to establish and direct associations, and
to join existing ones.”  At the time this Decree with
written, lay organisations were thriving.  The majority
of Catholic parishes had an active Legion of Mary,
Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Men and Women’s
Guild and Knights of St. Columba.
Look at our parishes today.  The men have all but
deserted, families are few and far between and lay
organisations are fast becoming a thing of the past.
The laity is involved in activities that the documents
of the Second Vatican Council didn’t even hint at.
The vast majority, if not all, of modern parishes are
the personal chiefdoms of a group of usually about
twenty people.  These people are usually
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, readers
and members of the pastoral council.  Usually
comprised of a majority of women, they rule with an
iron fist, loving nothing more than pretending to be
priests.
All the while, the priests are content to dress, and
act, as lay people.  It is not uncommon for priests to
leave their band of merry lay people to run the parish
whilst they enjoy their day off.  In short, the laity is
behaving like clergy whilst the clergy behave like the
laity.  Of course, this not only harms the lay vocation
but also the vocation to the priesthood.  When
priests present themselves as being “no different to
the lay people, is it any wonder that vocations have
fallen?
Therefore, it was with amusement that I read, “The
Role of the Laity in the Catholic Church in the Next
Ten Years”, by Gerard Carruthers.  In his article

published on the ultra-liberal Newman Association
website, Carruthers devotes five pages to not saying
very much.  Instead of acknowledging the great crisis
in the Church regarding the lay vocation, Carruthers
launches an astonishing attack on the Society of St.
Pius X (SSPX) which he describes as “schismatic”
and “ridiculously antiquarian”.   Catholic Truth
Scotland (sic) gets a mention too.  Carruthers
describes this publication as one of the “most
energetic run lay web-newsletters”.  A compliment
indeed, but I’m sure the author didn’t intend it to be.
He goes on to speak of publications at the other end
of the “lay spectrum”, namely the heretical “Open
House”.
It is disingenuous for Mr Carruthers to present
Catholic Truth and Open House as two end of the
“lay spectrum”.  In reality, there is no “spectrum”.
One is Catholic and one is not.  “Open House” is
about as Catholic as the “Protestant Telegraph” and
epitomises everything that is wrong with our current
understanding of the lay vocation.  This bizarre article
is one huge missed opportunity.
The lay vocation in the Church is to say their prayers,
keep the Commandments and know, defend and
spread their Faith through the completion of their
daily duties as outlined by their station in life, and to
use any available free time to participate in a suitable
apostolate for the purpose of spreading and
defending the Faith.  It is not to take on roles and
actions reserved to the clergy.  When we rediscover
this authentic lay vocation, we will perhaps see our
lay organisations flourish once again, along with
vocations to the priesthood.

Any right thinking Catholic who has been near a
so-called Catholic school in the last forty years will
know that Catholic Education is a thing of the past.
Catholic schools are in disarray with the majority of
Catholic teachers being lapsed, ignorant of the Faith
or completely indifferent. In a terribly written and
largely incoherent article in the Scottish Catholic
Observer, Clare Fodey, as teacher at St. Roch’s
Primary in Glasgow and lecturer at the University of
Glasgow School of Education, attempts to explore
Catholic Education 50 years on from the Second
Vatican Council education document “Gravissiumum
Educationis”.  What Fodey ACTUALLY does is offer
a synopsis of what is WRONG with Catholic
Education today. (See Scottish Catholic Observer,
p.12, 6/2/15)

Role of
Catholic
Schools

Miss T. Ray

Role of the Laity
Raymond O’Leary

“... in the case of [Catholic Truth] there is no more
fearless example of lay opinion in challenging

episcopacy in the English speaking world.”
Gerard Carruthers, Newman Association

Although the above quote  isn’t meant
as a compliment - it’s published on the
website of the ‘liberal’ Newman
Association, after all -  Raymond
O’Leary, a “pew Catholic” from
Renfrewshire, comments on some of
the issues surrounding the role of the
laity in the Church today..

She begins by comparing the Vatican II document to
the UN Education For All conference in 2000, stating
that one of the main aims of education, including
Catholic Education, is to ensure that all children,
particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances
and those from ethnic minorities, have access to free
primary education.  This is quite incredible.  The main
aim of Catholic Education is to transmit the Faith and
form solid Catholics with a sound knowledge in the
Faith.  Ultimately, the aim of Catholic Education is to
help others save their soul.
Fodey goes on to describe the role of the school.
According to her, the school exists to allow pupils to
develop academically, judge well, form friendships
and understand diverse communities.  The Catholic
school, according to the author, should have a
“special atmosphere”.  What this means in reality is,
unsurprisingly, not elaborated upon.  The article goes
on to say “the clergy and laity should support Catholic
schools and should aim to, “assist those who are
materially poor, who lack secure family
circumstances, or are not of the Catholic Faith”.  Let’s
forget about the Truths of the Faith and our mission
to “lead all souls to Heaven” – as long as we are good
to the poor and non-Catholics, we are doing our duty
as Catholic educators.
The author goes on to describe “the vocation to
teach”.  According to her, teachers should “strive for
excellence in teaching and in the pursuit of
knowledge, especially in the sciences”.   So, Catholic
teachers shouldn’t worry about passing on
knowledge of the Catholic Faith
and being role models in the
Faith, as long as they strive for
excellence and the pursuit of
knowledge in the sciences, that’s
all that really matters.
This is incredible stuff.  Canon
Law 803 part 2 states “The
instruction and education in a
Catholic school must be grounded in the principles
of Catholic doctrine; teachers are to be outstanding
in correct doctrine and integrity of life.” The Catholic
school exists to bring all its pupils closer to Our Lord
through His Church.  It forms a crucial part of the
“trinity of Catholic Education” – the home, the school
and the local parish. The very purpose of the school
is evangelical. Sadly, the modernisers and
“educational experts”, like Clare Fodey, have, bit by
bit, dismantled this tried and tested formula.
Canon 798 states that, “Parents are to entrust their
children to those schools which provide a Catholic
education. If they are unable to do this, they are
obliged to take care that suitable Catholic education
is provided for their children outside the schools.”
The ideals espoused by Fodey are no different to
those of a non-denominational school.  The
philosophy of education promoted by Clare Fodey in
this article is purely secular and a betrayal to those
fine educators who fought for Catholics schools in
this country, culminating in the Education Act 1918.
As such, in order to be faithful to Canon 798, no
Catholic parent can, in good conscience, send their
child to a modern Catholic school.

Be
clever

Miss T. Ray is a primary school
teacher in Scotland (somewhere!)
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LETTER No 4 to the KNIGHTS OF THE IMMACU-
LATA   from Fr. Karl Stehlin 1

Dear Knights of the Immaculata !
Allow me to inform you, that we just finished the
annual priests' meeting of the district of Asia in
Manila. The theme of the meeting was: “towards
2017”.
We all are aware that 2017 will be a crucial year
of anniversaries: 500 years of Protestantism,
300 years of Freemasonry, 100 years of Commu-
nism on the one hand, 100 years of Fatima appa-
ritions and establishment of the Militia
Immaculatae on the other hand. [Emphasis added]

We are fully aware, that in comparison with the
gigantic armies of the enemies of our salvation we
are nothing. As Saint Maximilian Kolbe often said,
we are only miserable zeroes. If you put many
zeroes together, the result will be always zero
(00000 ... = 0). But just put a 'one' before the zeroes,
you will have a complete different result: 1 000000...
The “one” is the Immaculata, we are the zeroes.

Therefore, what depends on us and our small possi-
bilities should be done: to commemorate the anni-
versary of Fatima, we have to know more than ever
before the requests of Our Lady, when she ap-
peared to Lucy, bl. Francesco and Jacinta. Howev-
er, it is not sufficient to know the whole message of
Fatima well, we have to do what Mary requires:
2017 must become THE year of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

The commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Militia Immaculatae must motivate
us, HER knights, to become more than ever faithful
'instruments in Her immaculate hands', so that She
can pour out the innumerable graces of conversion
and sanctification she received from Her Divine Son
on her beloved children. She wants so much to save
them from hell and damnation, from error and sin,
but there is a condition: her instruments must “pray
and make sacrifices for them”.

We must have an immense desire to win to our
Mother as many souls as possible as a token of
gratitude for the anniversaries of HER miraculous
interventions. As a goal we would like to offer her AT
LEAST 100 000 new knights until the 13 October
2017 .
In order to achieve these goals (personal sanctifica-
tion through deep devotion to Her Immaculate Heart
and apostolic work of conversion following the ex-
ample of Saint Maximilian Kolbe and all the gener-
ous Knights of the Immaculata in the past) we have
to prepare ourselves. The festivities of 2017 will start
on  13 May 2017  and finish on  8 December 2017 .

The headquarters of the SSPX is about to set up an
international program to which we add a special
program for the Asian district, (if it is God's Will)
beginning with the Consecration of the Church of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Saint Bernard Novitiate

2017: “Crucial Year of Anniversaries”…
Fr Karl Stehlin

in Iloilo, Philippines, followed by prayer crusades,
parish missions, processions, pilgrimages, retreats
and recollections, solemn consecrations etc.
In order to prepare for these solemnities, it was
decided to organize a novena, not only of nine days,
but of 9 months starting from 13 August 2016 and
ending on  13 May 2017 .  All traditional Catholics
should be fully involved in that preparation, but
particularly the KNIGHTS of the Immaculata should
commit themselves to this novena.
We want you to become APOSTLES OF FATIMA
with 3 goals:
1) to faithfully fulfil the requests of the Immaculate
Heart in Fatima,
2) to study thoroughly the message of Fatima and
the whole truth about OUR LADY and understand
the role of the Immaculata in the latter times,
3) to spread this knowledge among other people
and with Her help to find each of you 100 souls to
become knights of the Immaculata . More precise
instructions on becoming APOSTLES OF FATIMA
will be sent to you in the next few months. Of course,
nobody forces you to such a commitment, it is left to
your own decision, and to how generous and zeal-
ous a knight of the Immaculata you want to be.
But from this moment on I humbly ask you to pray
for these intentions: the time is about to come, when
she desires to give immense graces to Holy Mother
Church and the whole world. She always does on
Her anniversaries. But under the condition, that she
finds her little army well prepared. And the best
preparation is according to her own words “prayers
and sacrifices”.
Wishing you many graces for this Holy Lent, I send
you my blessings and inform you, that every FIRST
 SATURDAY  I celebrate the Holy Mass for all your
intentions.
Yours thankfully in the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Fr. Karl Stehlin
March 2015

Reviver of the Militia
Immaculatae under its
original statutes as laid
down by St. Maximilian
Kolbe

Fr Karl Stehlin
SSPX

Footnotes:
1 To read original and for more information visit
http://www.archivist2017.webspace.virginmedia.com/

From the Team…

There is one more “anniversary” in

2017...

May, 2017 will see the 100th edition

of this newsletter published.

Time, therefore, we feel, to begin to

take stock and reflect on the future

direction of Catholic Truth.

We will, undoubtedly, dedicate our

100th edition to Our Lady of Fatima,

and thereafter we may decide to

focus on our internet apostolate.

Our website and blog draw visitors

from all over the world, and the

majority of requests to receive the

newsletter come from readers

seeking to be added to our e-mail list.

We will, of course, continue to reflect

on various ways of making our work

more effective, and will take account

of the state of the Church at that point

in history.

In the meantime, we entrust our

efforts to the intercession of Our

Lady, St Joseph and St John Ogilvie.

http://www.archivist2017.webspace.virginmedia.com/
http://www.archivist2017.webspace.virginmedia.com/
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Athanasius on
Paul VI & New Mass -
The Truth

From the Blog…
Leprechaun on
General Discussion

To sign up for our blog visit
http://catholictruthblog.com/ or, if
you require help,  email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

I don’t find any problem in understanding what the
Pope is saying. It is crystal clear. The problem is that
it’s just not Catholic.

You agree that practising
homosexuality is wrong and sinful,
and then ask us how pointing that
out helps them? Reminds them that
they are gravely sinning, perhaps?

There is no way that a Catholic can compromise on
these acts; we must love the sinner and abhor the
sin. What is SO difficult to understand? Nothing, but
in fact we are being asked/told to compromise so
that everyone can “feel loved”.
You mention the website you visited for celibate
people with same sex attractions who feel the
Church isn’t offering them help from the Church.
What else can the Church offer, do you think?
Catholics with such a burden have the sacraments
to sanctify and strengthen them. What else can the
Church possibly do? Have you any suggestions?
The Church DOES have a strategy for the divorced
and remarried; they must go to confession and
amend their lives, if necessary and depending upon
circumstances, by living as brother and sister with
their respective partner. They are committing
adultery otherwise.
Of course these strategies are much too restrictive
for today’s Catholics. As a society we are resistant
to sacrifice (myself included), and seek to soften,
and eventually ignore, the Truth that Christ spoke.
Catholics have forgotten (or have never been
taught) that we are not put on this Earth to enjoy
ourselves. We should embrace joy and happiness
when it is licit, but we should always remember that
our destiny is to have eternal joy and happiness in
the next life; we can never achieve this for long on
earth. When I think of what Christians are suffering
today – terrible tortures, rape, murder, kidnapping
etc I wonder how the heck we in the West have the
absolute nerve to complain about just doing our daily
duty. In the idiom of Americanism, we should get
over ourselves. God willing.

Yesterday’s “Letters to the Editor” in the Sunday
Telegraph (1/3/15) majored on calls for the West to
step up its war preparations against Russia.

I have just sent the following letter to
the editor and I urge readers and
fellow bloggers to pray that this letter
will be published, and, not only be
published but will also bear fruit:

Dear Editor,

Plans to contain Russian expansionism by increasing
the defence capabilities of the West will only lead to
horrendous loss of life on an unprecedented scale.
Diplomatic negotiation will be met by prevarication
while the Russian efforts continue in the background.
There is another way to resolve this issue before it
gets out of hand, late though success may be in
materialising. The Pope must call all his bishops
together and must consecrate Russia specifically by
name to the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This is what she called for at Fatima in 1917,
warning that if it was not done, Russia would spread
its errors throughout the world. Her request has not
been met, and we have already seen Russia subdue
Chechnya; commence the divison of the Ukraine;
establish air and naval presences in Cyprus, and look
anew towards its former satellites on its Western flank
– what the Blessed Virgin Mary predicted has already
begun to take place. Diplomats worldwide must urge
the Pope to make the Consecration, after which Our
Lady has promised there will be a period of peace
throughout the world. Yours faithfully...

What is really twisted about this business of the New
Mass is the argument that lay people have to be
saying and doing things to profit from it. This is a

perverse and Protestant notion.

There was no lay activity by the faithful
at the foot of the Cross on Calvary, only
silent meditation and union with Our

Lord’s sufferings. The active ones were those who
were crucifying and mocking Our Saviour, not
recognising the supernatural reality of what was
happening, just like the Modernist innovators of
today.

How clever the devil has been to make the latter
behaviour appear the more acceptable to God in the
name of liturgical reform!

I support the Archbishop of San Francisco one
hundred per cent. I wish we had even

one bishop with his faith and courage
in GB. The Catholic schools here are
a joke, with even senior staff shacked
up and supporting immoral lifestyles.
I can’t see any of the Bishops here

taking a stand like Archbishop Cordileone. He’s very
brave indeed [to seek to enforce Catholic discipline
in his schools - widely criticised in press - Ed.]

Laura on
Support This Brave
Archbishop

I think many modern Catholics have
become quite fond of impurity that’s why
they don’t have a problem with this sort of
thing. It’s truly awful and they need our

prayers.

Petrus on
“FrancisChurch” - Latest
Shocker
[vulgarised image of Venus as a woman in
bondage on the website of the Pontifical
Council for Culture. Initially Cardinal Ravasi
refused to remove it, despite admitting that he
had received protests from the faithful but
several of us joined those protesting and
emailed the Cardinal about his part in
promoting feminist propaganda; by the end
of our blog discussion, it had gone - Ed!]

Therese  on
Pope Francis: Blame The
Holy Spirit!

Westminster Fly on
General Discussion
Interesting article here: a transcript of a talk by Fr

Rafferty O. Carm, given in 1958.
Father met with Sister Lucia of Fatima
who confirmed to him that the
wearing of the Brown Scapular is an
essential part of the Fatima message,
and that if we fail to wear the

Scapular as a sign of our consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, according to Sr Lucia, we
don’t fully live the message of Fatima.
http://www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com/frames-3-4-
2005/father-rafferty/transcription-of-audio.pdf

Steve on
Perspective: Vatican II
in Retrospect
Interesting comment from Archbishop Tartaglia at

recent council of priests meeting
reflecting on Synod: “Francis was there
but Peter wasn’t”... Yes Archbishop
Tartaglia said it at the council of priests;
he is very friendly with Cardinal Burke

and nails his colours to that mast as it were. There
was no ambiguity about what he said and the
source was a priest friend in Glasgow who was
there, at the council of priests.
Archbishop Tartaglia is not “pro Kasper” at all, he
is pro Burke and contributed to the content of the
book that replied to Kasper’s misrepresentation of
the Fathers. There is NO other way to interpret it
as he was also heard to suggest that if this vein
continues he [may] not be archbishop next year.
There was a definite allusion to that, too it’s minuted
and sent to the priests of the diocese.

CatholicConvert1 on
St John Ogilvie &
“Religious Freedom”

The last words of St. John Ogilvie: ‘if
there are any hidden Catholics here,
then let them pray for me, but the
prayers of heretics I will not have’.
Does that sound ecumenical to you?
Didn’t think so.

http://catholictruthblog.com/
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
http://www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com/frames-3-4-2005/father-rafferty/transcription-of-audio.pdf
http://www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com/frames-3-4-2005/father-rafferty/transcription-of-audio.pdf
http://www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com/frames-3-4-2005/father-rafferty/transcription-of-audio.pdf
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News Round-Up

Synod on Sin:
Aberdeen Priest
Backs German
Calls to Ignore
Pope…

Highlands Correspondent

Love the Sin: don’t give
a toss about the sinner…

Mgr Basil Loftus, retired priest of the Diocese of
Leeds, now living and working in the Diocese of
Aberdeen (supplying for absent priests and writing
his newspaper columns) makes clear, via his writings
in the so-called Catholic press, that he supports the
rebel Kasper camp in the battle to effectively change
Catholic teaching on the indissolubility of marriage
by admitting to Holy Communion, the divorced and
“remarried”, and others defined in Canon Law as
“manifest public sinners”.
Typically, to build his case, this priest twists and
distorts Sacred Scripture: he quotes some of  Christ’s
words to the woman caught in adultery - “Neither do
I condemn you” - without quoting the rest: “Go and
sin no more.”  He supports the German bishops in
in”leading their more timid brethren in the episcopate
away from over-reliance on scripture and tradition as
the only sources of theologian knowledge.”
He holds up as models of Christian charity and as
expert theologians, the German bishops whose
“leader” (if you accept the novelty of Bishops’
Conferences), Cardinal Reinhardt Marx, President
of the German Bishops’  Conference,  has effectively
openly declared the German Church to be in schism:
“The Synod cannot prescribe in detail what we have
to do in Germany. We cannot wait until the synod
decides something, as we have to undertake
marriage and family ministry here and now.” 1

In other words, they’re not going to debate the eternal
consequences for manifest public sinners who
possibly receive the sacraments sacrilegiously - who
cares? They just want to fill up those empty pews in
German churches and to hell, literally, with the
consequences.  This mentality is endorsed by Loftus:
“[German Cardinal] Kasper is clear that “one can’t
just lean back and say ‘let’s wait and see what the
Pope does’. We ourselves must venture out from our
starting blocks…”
Mgr Loftus presents this schismatic attitude as
“mercy” towards sinners but as many commentators
have noted in recent weeks, this is a false mercy that
does not require a turning away from sin but seeks
to accept and even condone it as a “reality” of life.
Loftus concludes his article by snidely attacking
those bishops who have spoken out against the
schism: “Pope Francis’ ‘Tenderness and Love’
revolution, allied with the human realism of Cardinal
Reinhardt Marx’s German theologians, should
respectively charm and conquer the academic
aridness of Cardinal Burke and his colleagues,
whose pursuit of justice at the cost of mercy neither
finds resonance in the people now allows them to
strike a chord with us.”

A German cardinal has publicly opposed the words
of two other German bishops who have suggested
that the nation’s Church can form its own policies
without direction from Rome.
Cardinal Paul Josef Cordes published a letter
[March] objecting to the pronouncements of
prominent leaders of the Church in Germany that the
nation’s bishops’ conference will pursue its own
program of pastoral care for marriages and family
regardless of the outcome of October’s Synod on the
Family.
At a Feb. 25 press conference Cardinal Reinhard
Marx of Munich and Freising, who is president of the
conference, stated, “We are not a branch of Rome.
Each conference of bishops is responsible for
pastoral care in its cultural context and must preach
the Gospel in its own, original way. We cannot wait
for a synod to tell us how we have to shape pastoral
care for marriage and family here.”
Cardinal Marx, whom the German bishops have
chosen as one of their three delegates at the
upcoming Synod on the Family, added that there are
“certain expectations” of Germany in helping the
Church to open doors and “go down new paths,” and
that “in doctrine, we also learn from life.”
He was echoed by Bishop Franz-Josef Bode of
Osnabruck – a fellow synod delegate – who called
the Synod on the Family a “historically important”
moment and a “paradigm shift,” urging that “the
reality of men and the world” be a source for
theological understanding.
Cardinal Cordes published a strenuous objection to
the media statements of his fellow German bishops
in the form of a March 7 letter to the editor of Die
Tagespost, a prominent German language Catholic
newspaper. “Since the words of the highest
representative of Catholics in Germany have a
guideline-like character, and create substantial
waves in the media, it makes sense to object publicly
to some of the utterances, in order to limit the
confusion which they have caused,” Cardinal Cordes
wrote.
Cardinal Cordes  commented on Cardinal Marx’
ecclesiological statements, saying his “theological
blurriness makes you wonder,” adding that
statements like “we are not a branch of Rome” are
more suited “to the counter of a bar.”
“The head of the German bishop’s conference
certainly has some competence when it comes to a
second edition of the hymnal or the changing of the
pilgrim route to Altötting,” Cardinal Cordes stated.
“But the president argues something entirely
different. “The president argues about the drama of

German
Cardinal
Cordes (pictured)

Rebukes Rebel
Colleagues …

German  Correspondent

Love the Sinner: hate
the sin…

What The Papers Say

the divorced and remarried! This matter reaches far
beyond regional particularities of a pragmatic nature,
of a given mentality and cultural background. This
matter is bound to the very center of theology. In this
field not even a cardinal can loosen such a complex
Gordian knot in a single swordstroke. He has the
sacramental theology of the Council of Trent. He has
also the words of Benedict XVI, who only recently
(January 21, 2012) told the Roman Rota, the ordinary
court of the Apostolic See, that no-one can simply
brush over binding legislation of the Church when it
comes to pastoral matters. A responsible shepherd
cannot be guided by a blurred ‘mercy.’
He noted, the Second Vatican Council’s dogmatic
constitution on divine revelation, Dei verbum, “leaves
no doubt that faith in the Catholic Church feeds solely
from Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium.”
He concluded, writing that “May the shepherds who
gather in Rome this autumn also give guidance to
the majority of practicing members of the Church, on
how to ever deepen their marriage and to root it in
Jesus Christ, so they may be testimonies of God’s
power in the life of man for their contemporaries...
May the synod fathers come to the conclusion to
pronounce deep respect for those who never married
a second time – who due to their faithfulness to their
first marriage commitment, did not enter a second
union. Those cases also exist.” 2

The front page of the March 2015
edition of Flourish, the official
publication of the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, marked the Feast of
Scotland’s only canonised martyr, St John Ogilvie by
quoting Pope Francis’s shocking belief that “The
blood of our  Christian brothers and sisters is a
testimony which cries out to be heard. It makes no
difference whether they be Catholics, Orthodox,
Copts or Protestants. They are Christians! Their
blood confesses Christ. I ask that we encourage
each other to go forward with this ecumenism which
is giving us strength, the ecumenism of blood. The
martyrs belong to all Christians.” (Pope Francis during
his 16 February audience with Rt Rev John Chalmers,
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.)

Take the tourist bus round Glasgow, and note that
when the tour reaches Glasgow Cross, there is no
mention of the fact that John Ogilvie SJ was put to
death on that spot. They tell visitors from around the
world that gossiping women used to be brought there
to be punished with rotten fruit and vegetables being
thrown at them, which raises a laugh, but no mention
of John Ogilvie’s blood being shed because he was
a Catholic priest. But then, again, if the Pope thinks
he’s no different from any Protestant victim of a
terrorist organisation, can we really blame the city
Council for choosing an amusing story to entertain
visitors over an historical fact?

Footnotes:
1 The divisions among bishops and cardinals has been
widely reported across the internet, but, for ease of
reference, all quotes in this column are taken from the
article in the Catholic Times:  Mgr Basil Loftus: ‘No
more waiting’ for the divorced and remarried’ 6/3/15.
2 Extracts from German prelate breaks rank with
Cardinal Marx, insists on fidelity to Rome, Munich,
Germany, Mar 24, 2015 / 02:32 am (Catholic News
Agency /EWTN News)
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Faith &
Morality
Matters

Keep Calm
and Ask

Aunt
Evangeline

of Fatima is a call to conversion, alerting humanity
to have nothing to do with the ‘dragon’ whose ‘tail
swept down a third of the stars of heaven, and cast
them to the earth.’”
Like the physical stars which guide seafarers to their
port, the “stars of Heaven” in biblical language
represent the Cardinals, bishops and priests of the
Catholic Church, whose role it is to show us the way
to Heaven. But Pope John Paul tells us that we are
now living in the crisis predicted by Saint John in the
Apocalypse and by Our Lady of Fatima as well, when
one-third of these “stars” have (knowingly or
unknowingly) fallen into the service of the devil!
Our Lord said that he who perseveres to the end shall
be saved (Matt.24:13). Our perseverance in the
Catholic Faith and in obedience to legitimate Church
authority will mean the difference between salvation
and damnation.  In times when
God blessed His Church with
trustworthy leaders, the faithful
are safe in following the mitred
heads in the Vatican, who as
true shepherds point out to
them the way to Heaven. In
times of crisis, however, such
as during the Arian heresy - or NOW, after the
Second Vatican Council - we are in danger of
following those same hats away from the faith and
into hell!
Catholics today must understand the limits of the
Pope’s and bishops’ authority. The faithful must study
and know the Faith for themselves, and they must
understand the sources of Catholic dogma -
especially the solemn and infallible definitions of
Faith. Every Catholic must know how to distinguish
the Ordinary and Universal Magisterium - which
never contradicts either the definitions of Faith or the
constant teachings of past ages - from the heretical
ravings of Modernist clergy.
This book will show the reader how to do these things
and how prior generations of Catholics dealt with
such times of crisis in the Church as we see today.
This book is the survival guide that you need, in this
worst crisis in the history of the Church!

Order from
The Fatima Center
452 Kraft Road
Fort Eries ta
ON, L2A 4M7
Canada

ISBN: 1-896384-09-0

No price given so
check when ordering.

are far from perfect - they have weaknesses and
failings just the same as everyone else, so do not
expect anything more than a faithful Mass and a
sermon free of heresy - apart from the heresy that
“all we can do is pray” because this, unfortunately,
is a common theme in Society sermons and it is plain
wrong. You won’t find any saints in the Church’s
calendar advocating “just pray”.  There is also, as
your letter confirms, an unhealthy attitude to other
Catholics, those who, for whatever reason  (usually
ignorance - they literally do not know the truth about
Vatican II, the new Mass etc) are going along with
the revolution in the Church.
Without belittling your concerns, I have to say that
your quote from the SSPX newsletter about  “concilar
contagion” reminds me of the extreme anti-Catholic
attitude of the Wee Frees (members of the Free
Church of Scotland), who would tell their children
“whatever you do, never speak to a Catholic”!
The fact that - according to the report you quote -
only “a small  number of selected (SSPX) superiors
and competent theologians” is considered sufficiently
knowledgeable about and grounded in the Catholic
Faith to allow them to discuss key issues of doctrine
with senior churchmen, is actually a damning
indictment of the work of the Society.  Any Catholic
worthy of the name should be able to engage in
discussions with anyone, from the Pope down, and
defend the Faith against the post Vatican II Modernist
onslaughts. It’s all very basic stuff, really. So, if only
a “small number” of SSPX Catholics is  considered
competent to participate in
discussions about the Faith -
that means, frankly, that there
is something very rotten in the
State of Switzerland.
In summary, my advice to you
is to encourage newcomers to
attend the Society chapels
while at the same time warning
them not to expect perfection;
and warn them, too, to guard
against the danger of becoming
passive Catholics.

Jennifer, England, writes…
I know that Catholic Truth supports the Society of St
Pius X (SSPX) as I do myself.  I attend their Masses
and have done for a very long time now.  However,
I notice that on the Catholic Truth website and blog,
you encourage readers to attend the Society chapels
and although I’ve done this myself for years, I am
now finding it harder to do this.The reason is, I find
too many of the priests are almost enjoying the
situation where we are divorced from the diocese
and they encourage this attitude in their
congregations. The last straw for me was reading in
the March/April 2015 District of Great Britain
newsletter that some people have expressed
concerns about the visits of Bishop Schneider and
Cardinal Brandmuller to SSPX seminaries for the
purpose of keeping discussions going with the
Roman authorities. The author of the report wrote:
“Some have expressed their understandable
concerns regarding the possible risks of “conciliar
contagion” inherent in such meetings, not least for
our seminarians given the venues chosen. It is worth
noting however that these meetings, which last for a
day or so, only involve a small number of selected
superiors and competent theologians.”
I just don’t like this sort of talk, which comes across
as if we are superior to other Catholics. I am curious
to know what you think of this and whether I am
wrong to hesitate about recruiting more people for
the Society Masses.

Aunt Evangeline replies…
Firstly, I must inform readers that
“Jennifer” is a pseudonym. Our reader
asks for anonymity and it is the policy
of the newsletter team to grant
that when requested.
Be assured, Jennifer, that your
instincts are absolutely correct.
The idea that those who attend SSPX Masses might
be “infected” with Modernism just by meeting
Catholics outside the SSPX fold, at best, suggests a
lack of confidence, and at worst is pastorally
negligent.  Most Catholics are outside the SSPX fold,
after all, so, instead of exhorting us to keep our heads
down and avoid contamination at all costs, SSPX
priests should be doing the opposite. They should
be preaching about the importance of cultivating and
developing our missionary vocation, needed more
than ever today, as the confusion caused by rebel
popes, bishops and priests accelerates at a
frightening pace. The Church is, by her very nature,
missionary. We cannot shut up shop and wait for the
present crisis to end. We must do all in our power to
awaken our fellow Catholics to the fact that there is
a massive crisis in the Church which - incredibly -
many, if most, do not yet realise. Astonishingly, most
Catholics think that what is going on now is normal.
After disabusing our relatives and friends of this false
“normality”, we should let them know of the role of
the SSPX in providing a lifeboat to see us through
this time of trial.  As you intimate, however, it is
perhaps wise to always point out to potential
newcomers that the priests and people of the SSPX

 Recommended
Reading
from Bookworm

Crucial Truths To Save Your Soul, by Father
Nicholas Gruner is excellent. It is a small, easy
to read book which addresses questions such as
what does it mean to be a faithful Catholic? And Is
a “good” Catholic one who automatically believes
or does whatever the Pope and bishops say, even
if it is the opposite of what was taught by the Popes
and bishops of prior days?
Below, an extract from the back cover of the book,
to whet your appetite. We recommend you read the
whole book as soon as possible, and pass it around
family and friends.
Pope John Paul II’s words at Fatima on May 13,
2000 suggest a bold answer to the above questions.
Quoting Apoc.12:4, the Pope said: “The message

The nature of the Catholic
faith is such that nothing
can be added to it, nothing
taken away. Either it is
held in its entirety or it is
rejected totally.
This is the Catholic faith
which, unless a man
believes faithfully and
firmly, he cannot be saved.

Pope Benedict XV
1914-22
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Use The Proper Channels of communication…

Closet Catholics…

Dictates Policy on Dialogue…Bishops’ Spokesman…

…Well, now, am I surprised to see . Have you actually
LISTENED to the experts I’ve brought in to educate my
priests? Do you READ Mgr Loftus in the Catholic Times?
Are you SERIOUSLY telling me that you believe adultery

is a sin? In the 21st century? How are we to get all these
adulterers back into the pews if we keep banging on about
it being a sin? How are we going to get their money into
the collection plates? Er… What?!*! How to get their souls
into Heaven? Are you really THAT unhappy in your parish?
You know, they’re looking for priests up in the Orkney
Islands… Well, I’m glad we’ve had this little chat. I think
that’s cleared the air - do you?

By all the shamrock in
Ireland, and wasn’t I
surprised that the Bishops
said to “reflect” before
voting to re-define
marriage in the
referendum instead of just
“vote YES”. d’ye all think
they’re really closet
Catholics after all?

Not at all, at all - sure, and
wouldn’t they have outed
themselves during the
referendum - the perfect
opportunity?  No, that’s
careless talk, Mick. Don’t
be spreading scandal like
that around. Sure, the
bishops are just grand, so
they are…

Reflect…

Take the following letter to clergy, Susie. “Priests must
NOT take it upon themselves to publicly defend  the Ten
Commandments when the bishops have made it clear they
think it’s time for a change.   We have to move on.  The
bishops are all for dialogue, of course, they’ll dialogue
anyone to death, but if the bishops tell the media that
certain teachings might change, they don’t want hundreds
of priests contradicting them in public. Said priests
may approach their bishop privately with their concerns.
Nobody is trying to silence opposition. It’s all about
using the proper channels of communication.  In close
union of prayer etc etc [Susie, you know the drill…]

And Run!

Er, Yes, Bishop
thanks…
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Dear Reader ...
From the editor...

There’s been very little Catholic news across the
internet since Part One of the October Synod on the
Family, apart from  speculation about the forthcoming
Part Two. We have lamented the sight of cardinals
opposing cardinals and bishops disagreeing with
bishops all over the place. Cardinal Reinhard Marx,
for example, President of the German Bishops’
Conference was publicly rebuked by brother bishop,
Cardinal Paul Josef Cordes who rightly pointed out
that Cardinal Marx might have the authority to
change the “pilgrim route to Altötting” but not to
change divine law or to say that the German Church
could act independently of Rome and still claim to be
part of the Catholic Church. He’s our kinda Cardinal!
That the Pope has given his undisguised support to
those who, in the name of “pastoral care” and a false
mercy, seek to dispense with the Scripture-based
eucharistic discipline1 prohibiting Holy Communion
to those whom Canon Law defines as manifest public
sinners2 has added to the feeling of informed
Catholics that we are witnessing, today, the fulfilment
of the 17th century prophecies of Our Lady at Quito
about the 20th century: "As for the Sacrament of
Matrimony... it will be attacked and deeply profaned...
The Catholic spirit will rapidly decay...”

Our Lady also warned in the 20th century of a
“diabolical disorientation” to come (Fatima, 1917) and
said something else that is coming true before our
very eyes: "The work of the devil will infiltrate even
into the Church in such a way that one will see
cardinals opposing cardinals, bishops against
bishops. The priests who venerate me will be
scorned and opposed by their confreres… churches
and altars sacked; the Church will be full of those
who accept compromises and the demon will press
many priests and consecrated souls to leave the
service of the Lord.” (Akita,Japan, 13/10/1973)
Quito, Akita and Fatima are all Church-approved
apparitions. There’s been no shortage of warnings
from Heaven, then, about the disasters falling on the
Church in our times, and there are very few of us
who will have any excuse for not doing whatever we
can to counter the scandal of Christ’s dissident senior
churchmen who are determined to overturn God’s
law and who have no problem in conscience using
a Church Synod for the purpose.
Therefore, the hundreds (almost 500) priests in
England and Wales are to be warmly commended
for signing an Open Letter, publicly urging an end to
the confusion caused by these dissenting prelates:
“we urge all those who will participate in the second
Synod in October 2015 to make a clear and firm
proclamation of the Church’s unchanging moral
teaching, so that confusion may be removed, and
faith confirmed.”  And so say all of us.
Interestingly, in the list of signatures, there are
names of priests who are not categorised as
“conservative” let alone “traditional”3 - such as Fr
Alexander Lucie Smith, whose writings in the
Catholic Herald wouldn’t worry any “liberal” and ditto
the one occasion when I saw him interviewed on
Newsnight. If he’d been any more laid back on that
show, he’d have been lying on a beach in Spain.
Even priests who declined to sign the letter are said
to be very worried about Pope Francis: here’s Mgr
Keith Barltrop, the parish priest of St Mary of the

Angels, Bayswater, London explaining, in the
Catholic Herald, 27/3/15, why he didn’t sign the letter:
“Not - he says - that I lack sympathy with those
disturbed by this papacy and the synod [but] if the
Pope is content to await the guidance of the Holy
Spirit through his fellow bishops, who are we to
judge?”
Think about that. A priest who thinks that the Pope
has to await the opinion of the bishops on a matter
of natural law in order to know the will of the Holy
Spirit has about as much a grasp of Catholicism as
a man falling off the top of Ben Nevis can claim to be
on terra firma.
\

It is clear, however, that concerns about this papacy
are widespread, and no longer limited to the
“traditional-leaning” faithful. Even Archbishop Philip
Tartaglia of Glasgow (whom we would have placed
well to the left of Marx - both Reinhard and Karl!) has
expressed his concerns to his priests. This good
news was revealed on our blog by a visitor, who
quoted the Archbishop: “Francis was there [at the
Synod] but Peter wasn’t”. This claim was challenged
by a member of the Glasgow Branch of the Fans of
Pope Francis but our spy gave as good as he got:
[Archbishop Tartaglia]  is very friendly with Cardinal
Burke and nails his colours to that mast as it were.
There was no ambiguity about what he said and the
source was a priest friend in Glasgow who was there,
at the council of priests. Archbishop Tartaglia is not
“pro Kasper” at all, he is pro Burke and contributed
to the content of the book that replied to Kasper’s
misrepresentation of the Fathers. There is NO other
way to interpret it as he was also heard to suggest
that if this vein continues he [may] not be
archbishop next year. There was a definite allusion
to that, too; it’s minuted and sent to the priests of the
diocese. End of blog post.
Well, we shall see.  All protests welcome. However,
there can be no  true celebration until there is an end
to the crisis in the Church; until, in other words,  the
Faith is fully restored in all its traditional Catholic glory
and in its every aspect.  We must all pray and work
hard to that end.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.

Footnotes:
1 St Paul: 1 Corinthians 11:27 - “…whosoever shall eat this
bread, or drink the chalice unworthily, shall be guilty of the
body and of the blood of the Lord.”
2 Widely quoted across the internet, the following extract
from an interview with the Secretary General of the Synod,
Cardinal Baldiserri: “Why did the final Relatio published in
the Lineamenta include the paragraphs on homosexuality,
extra-marital cohabitation and Communion for the divorced-
and-remarried  that failed to gain the approval of the Synod
Fathers in October.”  (Paragraphs 52,53,55 in the Italian; the
English has a slightly different numbering system.)

Cardinal Baldiserri: “It was the Pope’s decision to include
the points that did not receive the two-thirds majority. The
Pope said: ‘These three points received an absolute majority.
They were therefore not rejected with a ‘no,’ as they received
more than 50 percent approval. They are therefore issues that
still need to be developed.' We as a Church want a consensus.
These texts can be modified, that’s clear. Once there has been
further reflection, they can be modified.” Read entire
interview at http://www.aleteia.org/en/religion/article/top-
official-of-synod-on-the-family-counters-conservatives-
arguments-5250287669346304
3 For once, I agree with Damian Thompson: “On looking
more closely at the list of priests, I’m astonished by some of
the names I see there – clergy I wouldn’t have described as
conservatives, let alone traditionalists. It reinforces my sense
that vast numbers of priests, however much they admire Pope
Francis, are worried about the direction of this pontificate –
or, rather, its lack of direction.”
Damian Thompson, Cardinal Nichols attempts to silence
faithful priests. This will backfire, The Spectator, 25/3/15

“We’ve had enough of exhortations to be
silent! Cry out with a hundred thousand
tongues.  I see that the world is rotten
because of silence!” St Catherine of Siena

Following the Extraordinary Synod of
Bishops in Rome in October 2014 much
confusion has arisen concerning Catholic
moral teaching. In this situation we wish, as
Catholic priests, to re-state our unwavering
fidelity to the traditional doctrines regarding
marriage and the true meaning of human
sexuality, founded on the Word of God and
taught by the Church’s Magisterium for two
millennia. We commit
ourselves anew to the
task of presenting this
teaching in all its
fullness, while reaching
out with the Lord’s
compassion to those
struggling to respond to
the demands and challenges of the Gospel in
an increasingly secular society. Furthermore
we affirm the importance of upholding the
Church’s traditional discipline regarding the
reception of the sacraments, and that
doctrine and practice remain firmly and
inseparably in harmony. We urge all those
who will participate in the second Synod in
October 2015 to make a clear and firm
proclamation of the Church’s unchanging
moral teaching, so that confusion may be
removed, and faith confirmed. End.

Almost all reports quote one signatory who
who claimed:“there has been a certain
amount of pressure not to sign the letter and
indeed a degree of intimidation from some
senior Churchmen.”

In Defence of Doctrine…
Open Letter Signed By Almost
500 Priests  in England &
Wales and published in the
Catholic Herald,  24/3/25

UK Cardinal rebukes 500
priests:“dialogue between a
priest and his bishop, is not best
conducted through the press.”
(Cath News, 26/3/15)

Following the Extraordinary Synod on the Family,
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, president of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, has
spoken several times publicly of his perspective on
the Synod. For example, he gave an interview on

BBC Radio 4’s Sunday programme,
in which he made clear that he did
not support the paragraph in the
Synod’s concluding report on

homosexuality, because it did not
go far enough in expressing the
need to “respect, welcome and
value” homosexuals – so we are

left wondering if he wishes the Synod to expressly
approve of homosexual partnerships.  So, it’s OK
for him to use the media to express his views on
the Synod but not 500 priests who did nothing more
that affirm their Catholic beliefs with regard to
marriage and the family? (SPUC website, 25/3/15)

http://www.aleteia.org/en/religion/article/top-official-of-synod-on-the-family-counters-conservatives-arguments-5250287669346304
http://www.aleteia.org/en/religion/article/top-official-of-synod-on-the-family-counters-conservatives-arguments-5250287669346304
http://www.aleteia.org/en/religion/article/top-official-of-synod-on-the-family-counters-conservatives-arguments-5250287669346304

