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Synod Special
Synod on Family 2015

Pope Francis: Those living in manifest public sin
will be admitted to Holy Communion

Editor
Below, an extract from a telephone conversation
between Pope Francis and his favourite journalist,
Italian editor, atheist Eugenio Scalfari of La
Repubblica:

…family that is
the basis of any
society changes
continuously, as
all things change

around us. We must not
think that the family does
not exist any longer, it will
always exist, because ours
is a social species, and the family is the support
beam of sociability, but it cannot be avoided that the
current family, open as you say, contains some
positive aspects, and some negative ones. The
diverse opinion of the bishops is part of this
modernity of the Church and of the diverse societies
in which she operates, but the goal is the same, and
for that which regards the admission of the divorced
to the Sacraments, [it] confirms that this principle
has been accepted by the Synod. This is bottom line
result, the de facto appraisals are entrusted to the
confessors, but at the end of faster or slower
paths, all the divorced who ask will be admitted
[to Holy Communion]."
The above is taken from the Rorate Caeli
blog:“There is no reason to doubt its general
accuracy. We are way past the time of doubting the
general accuracy of the Scalfari quotes. Not now,
that the papal interviews to Scalfari have been
published on the Vatican website, that they have
been occasionally published by the Vatican
publishing house (LEV) itself.”
http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2015/11/bombshell-pope-to-
his-favorite.html

It is incomprehensible that any intelligent, informed
Catholic who has been following the sham Synod
proceedings would even think of doubting the
authenticity of the above quote. The Pope is

- there is really no such thing as “sin”.
There can be no doubt that the Pope wants to extend
the normalisation of sexual immorality that is now
endemic across the western world, into Church life
as well.  He is a Modernist who does not believe that
God is immutable, unchanging (think “the God of
surprises”) and who thinks that morals “evolve” to
blend in with “Society”, especially in the case of
nations which have legalised previously unlawful
behaviour (think same-sex “marriage”; think “who am
I to judge?)
The fact is, this Synod has been rigged to complete
the destruction of Catholic Faith and Morals which
has been a work in progress since Vatican II. We
hope that the more orthodox prelates who spoke out
during the Synod but fell silent at the end, because
(they said) the final document going to the Pope in
their name wasn’t as bad as they expected, will once
again rise up to publicly rebuke Pope Francis, if, as
seems certain, he permits local solutions on a
case-by-case basis to get round the inconvenient
truth that Jesus defined those who divorce and
“remarry” as “adulterers”:
“We are talking about a bad document, both in the
language that it uses and in its substance, which not
only opens the door slightly to divorced-and-
remarried persons but, more generally, tends to deny
the objective and absolute character of Catholic
morality. Many conservatives have expressed a
positive judgment on the document because there
had been the risk that a worse document might pass,
but the lesser evil is still an evil, and we can do
no otherwise than to express a negative judgment
on this document.”
(Interview with Roberto de Mattei : “The Final Report
of the Synod is a bad document”, Dici, 6/11/15 -
emphasis added)
Professor Roberto de Mattei is the author of The
Second Vatican Council (an unwritten story) (English
translation edited by Michael J. Miller, Loreto
Publications) and Apology of Tradition

“
determined to permit manifest public sinners to
receive Holy Communion, as he did in Argentina:
“Jorge Bergoglio as archbishop of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, [offered]  Communion to any and all takers
in his born-again mission to the city's poorest
neighbourhoods. (National Catholic Reporter, 4/12/13)
To compound the sin of adultery with the sin of
sacrilege will serve only to heap coals of fire on the
heads of the “remarried” but, hey, if it gives an illusion
of “mercy”, who cares?  Since the introduction of a
new Mass and a Protestant understanding of the
Real Presence of Christ in Holy Communion as a
merely symbolic presence, there’s no real reason, is
there, to deny anyone a purely symbolic “gentle
Jesus” feel-good religious experience - is there?
We know that Christ  guaranteed to be with His
Church until the end of time, that the gates of Hell
will not prevail.  Christ, however, said nothing about
practical changes which undermine dogma and thus
give credence to those who argue that dogma may
change, that it “evolves”.  Thus, it is possible - if
utterly scandalous - that a (bad) pope might teach
the Theology of No Big Deal as if manifest public
sinners as were, may now be accepted as living “in
union” with Christ. That’s why we receive Holy
Communion - not as a “prize” or “reward” for keeping
God’s laws, as some Smart Alec critics have claimed,
but to enable us to continue, with the help of God’s
grace, to live in union with Christ. When we fall out
of that communion with Christ, we go to Confession
and start over again.  We don’t continue to receive
Holy Communion in the hope that God doesn’t notice
our lack of “union” with Him and His laws since Christ
explicitly said: “If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments.”  He notices, all right. Trust me.
At the time of going to press, Pope Francis has not
issued his expected Apostolic Exhortation, but
nobody who understands what is going on, is in any
doubt that Pope Francis will signal, in whatever
weasel words he chooses, that he wants no more
talk of “manifest public sin”, that - litter-dropping aside

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2015/11/bombshell-pope-to-his-favorite.html
http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2015/11/bombshell-pope-to-his-favorite.html
http://triregnum.blogspot.co.uk/2013/07/apology-of-tradition.html
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A person who still has the indissoluble sacramental
marriage bond and who in spite of this lives in a stable

marital cohabitation with another
person, by Divine law cannot be
admitted to Holy Communion. To
do so would be a public statement
by the Church nefariously
legitimising a denial of the
indissolubility of the Christian
marriage and at the same time
repealing the sixth commandment
of God: “Thou shalt not commit

adultery”. No human institution, not even the Pope or
an Ecumenical Council, has the authority and the
competency to invalidate even in the slightest or
indirect manner one of the ten Divine commandments
or the Divine words of Christ: “What therefore God
has joined together, let man not separate.” (Matt: 19:6)
Bishop. Athanasius Schneider (auxiliary bishop of
the Archdicoese of St Mary, Astana, Kazakhstan)

Canonisation of Married Couple
Parents of St Thérèse of Lisieux canonised at Synod

     Blessed Louis and Zelie Martin, canonised, Sunday 18 October, 2015
Married in 1858, the couple had nine children; four died in infancy and five entered
religious life. During their 19-year marriage, the couple was known to attend Mass
daily, pray and fast, respect the Sabbath, visit the elderly and the sick, and welcome
the poor into their home. They are the first married couple to be canonised together.

Below is the English translation of the intervention
made to the Ordinary Synod by Archbishop Fülöp
Kocsis, Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archepar-
chy of Hajdúdorog, taken from Voice of Family
website…

I am focusing my observation on paragraph 8 of
chapter 1, but in truth I sense a general deficiency
in the text as a whole, the lack of something that
should penetrate our vision regarding these
themes. For this reason, I could still indicate all of
the paragraphs that, analysing the contemporary
situation, speak of a changed society and epoch,
calling these difficulties which have appeared in
recent times “challenges.”
It appears to me that the text misses a clarification
which is more precise from its inception, from the
root of these changes: from where do they come?
The great part of these are not compatible with the
plan of God; they do not come from Him. If it is
thus, then it must be said: From where do these
changes, these difficulties, derive?
We must say with clarity that in our very spoilt
world the family and the man of good will with good
intentions is under attack, under a ferocious and
enormous attack. And this attack is of the Devil.
We must call these diabolic forces which have a
role to play with these phenomena by name be-
cause this way we can find some indications even
for the research of possible solutions.
“Our battle in fact is not against flesh and blood, but
against the Principalities and the Powers, against
the dominations of the dark world, against the
spirits of evil that live in the celestial regions.”
(Ephesians 6, 12)
Thus, we can clearly see that in reality a spiritual
struggle is required in order to fight the attacks of
Satan in these our times. I would very much see
with favour a marked emphasis of this spiritual
struggle, even in the final part of the document
where the proposals and possible solutions must
be formulated.
“Take therefore the armour of God, in order that
you may resist in the evil day and remain firm after
having overcome all of the obstacles.” (Ephesians
6, 12)

Archbishop Peter
Fülöp Kocsis:
Synod Must Name
Satan as source of
attacks on family

Péter Fülöp Kocsis is, as
metropolitan archbishop of
the Archeparchy of
Hajdúdorog, the head of
the Hungarian Greek
Catholic Church.
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I stood in St Peter’s Square
on Sunday morning, seeing
so many families gathered
for the blessing of the Holy
Father. Children in prams,
in their fathers’ arms,
crawling round on the floor;
two or three generations
together; groups of families

on pilgrimage or holiday – the very flesh of the
Church, to be treasured, honoured and encouraged.
But [Ed: we knew the “but” was coming…] we
all know that such outward appearances are often
not the whole story. Family life can be hard going
and during this synod there was keen awareness
of the crises and difficulties of family life.
[Ed: not half as hard-going as in days of yore
when mothers of (often large) families had to
wash bed linen, towels, clothes etc by hand at
the kitchen sink, using a scrubbing board. That
was not so long ago - I have childhood
memories myself of seeing my own mother hard
at work on washday. Not quite as harassed as
modern career women, operating washer-dryers
with one hand while pushing bits of paper
around an office with the other, right enough,
but not easy. Yip. “Hard-going” just about sums
it up.]
So we pondered on the ways in which poverty, war
and migration all have an impact on many families;
on families torn by violence, facing the perils of
being refugees, separated by the need to find work.
We talked about loneliness, about the domestic
dramas that demand forgiveness and acceptance,
about political pressures that work against the
family, about the huge diversity of circumstances of
marriage and family life across all five continents.
We were intensely aware of the changing patterns
of marriage, with many people choosing simply to
live together, to marry civilly and not sacramentally,
and of the consequences of painful divorce, with
many entering a second civil marriage.
[Ed: So, let’s see… gravely sinful, public choices
are now nothing more than “changing patterns
of marriage”. I bet the Samaritan woman at the
well wished she’d thought of that when Jesus
revealed that he knew exactly her domestic
situation: “The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not
your husband.” (John 4:18) ]
The second significant meaning of the synod for the
Church is the way in which our response to those
situations was fashioned. The key words used by
the synod were “accompaniment”, “walking with”,
“reverential listening” and “discernment”. These are
not new words.
[Ed: well point us to the Gospel verses, please
and thank you. They’re new to me.]
They direct us to the rich tradition of the Church in
the work of spiritual direction and confessional
practice, as found, for example, in the works of St
Ignatius and St Alphonsus. These are the treasures
we have now to recover and develop anew. The
Year of Mercy is surely a providential opportunity
for doing so and for putting them into practice.
[Ed: there’s nothing “merciful” about creating
false dichotomies and misrepresenting the great
saints.  No saint in the Church’s calendar has
ever approved of adultery. Ever. The saints urge
us to discern God’s will in our lives, whether or
not we may have a priestly or religious vocation,

English Cardinal on “The Changing Patterns of Marriage”
but there is no discernment needed if we are
manifest public sinners. That requires
repentance and a turning away from sin and back
to God, not discernment, or reverential listening
or accompaniment, blah blah.]
Last October Pope Francis warned the bishops at
the extraordinary synod to avoid two serious
temptations: first, of thinking that every problem and
situation could find its answer in the letter of the law;
[Ed: such as “thou shalt not commit adultery”?
And the consequences in Canon Law which flow
from this public sin, such as not receiving Holy
Communion due to not being in a state of grace?]
and secondly, that quick solutions could be applied
without healing the deep wounds in the family, in the
flesh of the Church. I believe that these temptations
have been avoided.
In the pathway of accompaniment that is being laid
out, especially for those in second marriages, there
will be a step-by-step journey to be made, seeking
God’s mercy for every hurt inflicted and damage
done, trying to grow in maturity of conscience in the
light of God’s law, and finding proper ways of living
in the community of the Church as baptised disciples,
truly our sisters and brothers.
[Ed: Unless the Cardinal is denying the
indissolubility of marriage, then there can be no
second marriage for any divorced Catholic. The
rest is even more nonsensical - “step by step
journey…seeking God’s mercy for every hurt
inflicted…” blah blah. And the only “proper way
of living as baptised disciples” is to repent and
stop living in a manner contrary to Christ’s
exhortation to obey His Commandments.]
In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis called for the
Church “to advance along a path of pastoral and
missionary conversion which cannot leave things as
they are”.
[Ed: why on earth not? Are adulterers exempt

from repentance and re-
ordering their lives to conform
to the Commandments given
to us by God and affirmed by
Christ in His Gospel?
Surely, the Pope’s post-
synodal exhortation MUST
“leave things as they are”:

that is, he must repeat Catholic teaching on
marriage and exhort everyone to live in
accordance with it, whether in a traditional family
context, single, separated, or divorced.]
It is clear that this synod has pointed out the pathway
of this conversion. It is up to us to take up this path
with fresh hearts and real commitment to the
unending mercy of God. Walking this path involves
us all, listening humbly and patiently, supporting and
encouraging each other within this great family of the
Church.
[Ed: more misrepresentation of the nature of
God’s mercy.  God’s mercy is not found in
condoning sin.  Shame on Cardinal Nichols and
those like-minded bishops for leading souls
astray with this false teaching. Oh, and, unlikely
as it is, how will the Cardinal respond if Pope
Francis does the unthinkable and simply restates
Catholic teaching? Will he still talk about
“listening humbly and patiently…within this great
family of the Church”?  As if…]

A video message from Bishop, Peter Doyle was
played at all Masses in Northampton prior to his
leaving for Rome where, with Cardinal Nichols, he
represented the Bishops of England & Wales.
Read on and
you’ll
discover why
you don’t
need a
Masters
Degree in
Genius to
work out
why he was
chosen over,
say, Shrewsbury’s Bishop Mark Davies1

The Gospel read on the day when Bishop Doyle’s
video message was played to parishioners, was St
Mark 10:2-16 where Christ affirms the indissolubility
of marriage, answering the Pharisees’ doubts by
pointing out that Moses permitted divorce only
because of the hardness of their hearts (Mark 10:5).
The Bishop’s message spoke of “teasing out” what
Jesus meant in this Gospel (which could not be
clearer2, not least because it is followed by verse 11,
where Jesus specifically informs us that “whosoever
shall put away his wife and marry another, commits
adultery against her.”)
The Bishop refers to the “anguish of those who are
divorced and remarried” (as if they had no choice in
the matter) and the “upset of parents about the
teaching of the Church in regards to their gay(sic)
son or daughter whom they love so dearly.”  As if
God, too, does not love them dearly; as if God
doesn’t know better than their parents what will
make their offspring truly happy - that unnatural
sexual behaviour doesn’t quite cut it.
Bishop Doyle’s message could have been written by
any humanistic counsellor in the land especially the
two instances when he refers to the “messiness” of
our lives - there seems to be a deliberate avoidance
of the word “sin” these days, except for litter louts
and others causing “climate change”. Don’t get me
wrong - I’m all for saving the earth: it’s the only planet
with chocolate. Anyway, just to drive home the
“you’re all right as you are, Jack, you don’t need
saving, Jill” message, Bishop Doyle exhorts his
congregations to “Let Jesus be your companion in
the messiness of your lives. Learn to accept His love
as you are and not as you think you ought to be.
Only then will our faith be good news.”  Most tellingly,
the Bishop takes the apostate line that because
immorality has now been legalised, the Church must
find a way of ditching God’s Moral Law:  referring to
the Gospel of the day on the indissolubility of
marriage, he says: “How do we find a language to
speak of marriage as between a man and a woman
when our society has a different understanding, now
written into the law of the land? How do we uphold
the teaching of the Church and at the same time
have a compassionate and pastoral care for those
of us who are divorced and re-married, and those of
us who are gay or lesbian?” (sic).

Bishops Across
the UK & Ireland

on the Synod

Continued on p.4
Cardinal Vincent Nichols: What the family synod
means for us, Catholic Herald magazine, 30/10/15



Dear Reader …
From the editor...The Archbishop of Glasgow, Philip Tartaglia, is

another UK bishop expressing enthusiasm about
the Synod, positively gushing his delight at the
“honour” of being appointed delegate of the Bishops’
Conference of Scotland both in 2014 and 2015:
“The purpose was to furnish Pope Francis with a
document on the family, which had acquired the
agreement of at least two-thirds of the Synod
Fathers… The document is full of profound and
helpful insights into the challenges facing marriage
and family life today [Ed: eh? You gotta be kidding…]
It is an offering of the Synod of Bishops to the Holy
Father for his discernment and action. It is expected
that the Holy Father will, in due course, promulgate
a post-synodal Exhortation. It is there that we will
begin to see the fruits of the two Synods of 2014
and 2015 on the family.” 3

So much for reports following the 2014 Synod, that
Archbishop Tartaglia, told his priests that (1)
“Francis was present but Peter wasn’t” and (2) If the
[2015 Synod] continues in the same vein “I may not
be archbishop of Glasgow…”. Yeah right. He didn’t
rise to the occasion when the homosexual lobby
called his bluff despite having called us all to prepare
for martyrdom over the “gay” issue, so the chances
of him standing up to the Pope over the new morality
were always slim through to zilch.
The Archbishops of Armagh & Dublin
Both Irish Archbishops defended the Synod
document. Eamon Martin [Armagh]: “I think it has a
new tone, it is strong on the big theme of pastoral
accompaniment… The idea that the Church can
stay within its own ways of doing thing pastorally
and not be with people who are…in many cases
living lives which are not fully in accordance with
Church teaching… I think Pope Francis is saying
that we’ve got to get out there...”  And Dr Diarmuid
Martin (Dublin): “…doors that seem to be closed can
be opened and that there is a way forward… It keeps
saying that each situation has to be examined
individually… always saying that this should be
based on universal Church law as well...”4

[Ed:  you’ve obviously not heard the one about the
“letter of the law” and “formulae” - see column 3.]

Footnotes:
1 “The vision of marriage as a divine vocation for their
own happiness and salvation and that of children has been
allowed to fade. “Often, we find that God’s plan for
human love, chaste and pure, and the family built on the
marriage commitment has not been proposed to them in all
its truth and beauty.” Children not shown value of mar-
riage, says Catholic Bishop of Shrewsbury,  Shropshire
Star, 7/10/15
2 On Monday, Oct. 5, Jose Luiz Cardinal Lacunza
Maestrojuan,   president of the Panamanian Bishops'
Conference and appointed by Pope Francis as a synod
rapporteur, made so bold as to propose that the Church
abandon what Jesus says about marriage and divorce
and return to the Law of Moses, whom he blasphemously
claimed was more merciful than Jesus, the Font of Mercy:
"Moses drew near to the people and gave way. Likewise
today, the 'hardness of hearts' opposes God's plan. Could
Peter not be merciful like Moses?"

The Greek-Melkite Patriarch of Antioch, His Beatitude
Gregory III Laham, said: "One should always speak of the
'sacrament of matrimony' and not 'marriage.' To show the
spiritual beauty of marriage. To assist spouses one must
show them the unchangeable, spiritual vision of matrimony.
Many times we are not united with the positive vision of
marriage and the family. Jesus corrected Moses. Dissoluble
marriage is against its nature." Extract taken from Rorate
Caeli blogspot, 8/10/15
3 Support at Synod for divorced Catholics, Scottish
Catholic Observer (SCO) 30/10/15
4 Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin defend Synod
document, Irish Times, 24/10/15

Bishops on the Synod…continued from p.3.

The secular humanists have long since ticked the
“job done” box against their ambition to destroy the
Catholic Church. Humanly speaking, they’ve
succeeded, so the scandal of the misnamed Synod
on the Family is of little concern to them, hence the
lack of coverage in the secular media. It is of little,
concern, too, to those blinkered Catholics who
misinterpret Christ’s promise that the gates of Hell
will not prevail against His Church, thinking it means
“no pope can lead the Church astray at any given
point in history”.
Yet, even before the expected papal Exhortation has
authorised the admission of adulterers to Holy
Communion on a “case by case”  basis (i.e. ask your
local priest, he’ll give permission) Pope Francis has
moved the goal posts.  Now, as well as a “case by
case” study of Catholics in second “marriages” we
have permission via personal “discernment” for
Protestant spouses to receive Communion as well:
“During a Q&A in an Evangelical Lutheran church in
Rome, Pope Francis has suggested a Lutheran
spouse of a Catholic should ‘talk to the Lord’ in
discerning whether or not to receive Holy
Communion with her husband.”(Pope Francis stirs
debate on Lutheran spouses of Catholics receiving
Communion, Catholic Herald, 16/11/15)

That the Synod was a sham is revealed by (among
other things) the Pope’s telephoned assurance to the
atheist Scalfari, that anyone who is divorced and
“remarried” and who wishes to receive Communion,
“will be admitted”.  Family?  The Synod Fathers (with
the Pope cunningly,if quietly, pulling the strings in the
background) who worked so hard to water down
Catholic sexual morality per se, are enemies of
traditional marriage and the family, make no mistake
about it. It’s not so long, remember, since Pope
Francis quite blatantly insulted mothers of large
families. Recall: when speaking to reporters on a
return flight from Sri Lanka and the Philippines, he
made his now infamous remark about there being no
need for Catholics to breed like rabbits (“excuse the
expression,” he added - as if to prove that he’s not
completely vulgar): Catholics should instead practice
responsible parenthood, he said, noting that various
birth control options exist that do not defy the
Church’s ban on artificial contraception. As if he cares.
Things are extremely serious. The internet is awash
with commentators, not all of them so-called
“traditional Catholics”, who are at a loss to know what
to make of Pope Francis, some
afflicted by serious doubts about
the Faith as a result of his reckless
anti-Catholic words and ridiculous
behaviour. His crackpot celebrity
antics appeal to the hoi polloi,  so
that, via the media, he can be
presented to the world as a hero
of Catholicism when, in point of
fact, he is the polar  opposite. He has brought the
papal office into unprecedented disrepute.
So, you ask, how do I keep the Faith? Only one
answer: return to the traditional Faith of our Fathers.
Papa Francis is proving to be a great recruiting
sergeant for the Society of St Pius X.  We suggest
that you attend their Masses, or, to put it more bluntly,
paraphrasing Shakespeare: get thee to an SSPX
chapel. Go! Next Sunday. The Mass in Latin may
seem strange at first; however, you’ll come to love
it!  But hurry - limited offer: only a few seats left!

It is an error to believe that
Christ did not teach a
determined body of

doctrine
applicable to all times and

to all men.
Pope Saint Pius X

The Church’s first duty is not to hand down
condemnations or anathemas, but to proclaim
God’s mercy, to call to conversion, and to lead all
men and women to salvation in the Lord.
Pope Francis’ closing address to Synod on Family,
2015

Let nothing of the truths
that have been defined
be lessened, nothing

altered, nothing added,
but let them be

preserved
intact in word

and in meaning.

…the true defenders of doctrine are not those who
uphold its letter, but its spirit; not ideas but people;
not formulae but the gratuitousness of God’s love
and forgiveness. Pope Francis’ closing address to
Synod on Family, 2015

Pope Gregory XVI

“Since [Christ] has given you authority and you
have accepted it, you ought to be using the power
and strength that is yours.
If you don’t intend to use
it, it would be better and
more to God’s honour and
the good of your soul to
resign….If I were in your
place, I would be afraid of
incurring divine judg-
ment… Cursed be you, for time and power were
entrusted to you and you did not use them!”
Letter of St Catherine of Siena to Pope Gregory XI

…all the divorced who ask
will be admitted to Holy
Communion.

Pope Francis

Fidelity to the deposit of faith, does not represent
for the Church a museum to view, nor even
something merely to safeguard… Pope Francis'
opening address to the Synod on Family, 2015

“But though we, or an angel from Heaven,
preach a gospel to you besides
that which we have preached to
you, let him be anathema.  As
we said before, so now I say
again: if anyone preach to you
a gospel, besides that which
you have received, let him be
anathema.”

St Paul (Galatians 1:8-9)

“If some novel contagions
try to infect the whole
Church…Then, take care
to cleave to antiquity.”

St Vincent de Lerins
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