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Pope Francis - A Danger To The Faith
One Church Father Explains why…
Increasingly, Catholics express concern
about Pope Francis and they ask the 65
million dollar question: how can we know,
for sure, that he’s wrong? St Vincent of
Lerins explains:

universality, antiquity, consent. We shall follow
universality if we confess that one faith to be
true, which the whole Church throughout the
world confesses; antiquity, if we in no wise
depart from those interpretations which it is
manifest were notoriously held by our holy
ancestors and fathers; consent, in like manner,
if in antiquity itself we adhere to the consentient
definitions and determinations of all, or at the
least of almost all priests and doctors.

In the Lord's name, I will record with fidelity the
things which our forefathers have handed down
to us and committed to our keeping…For me it
will be enough to have provided a Commonitory
(or Remembrancer) for myself, such as may aid
my memory, or rather, provide against my What then will a Catholic Christian do, if a small
forgetfulness…
portion of the Church have cut itself off from the
But here someone perhaps will ask, Since the communion of the universal faith? What, surely,
canon of Scripture is complete, and sufficient but prefer the soundness of the whole body to
of itself for everything, and more than sufficient, the unsoundness of a pestilent and corrupt
what need is there to join with it the authority of member? What, if some novel contagion seek
the Church's interpretation? For this reason— to infect not merely an insignificant portion of
because, owing to the depth of Holy Scripture, the Church, but the whole? Then it will be his
all do not accept it in one and the same sense, care to cleave to antiquity, which at this day
but one understands its words in one way, cannot possibly be seduced by any fraud of
another in another; so that it seems to be novelty.
capable of as many interpretations as there are But what, if in antiquity itself there be found
interpreters. For Novatian expounds it one way, error on the part of two or three men, or at any
Sabellius another, Donatus another, Arius, rate of a city or even of a province? Then it will
Eunomius, Macedonius, another, Photinus, be his care by all means, to prefer the decrees,
Apollinaris, Priscillian, another, Iovinian, if such there be, of an ancient General Council
Pelagius, Celestius, another, lastly, Nestorius to the rashness and ignorance of a few.
another. Therefore, it is very necessary, on
account of so great intricacies of such various
error, that the rule for the right understanding
of the prophets and apostles should be framed
in accordance with the standard of
Ecclesiastical and Catholic interpretation.

St Vincent of Lerins
died c. 445 - Feast Day 24 May

Moreover, in the Catholic Church itself, all
possible care must be taken, that we hold that
faith which has been believed everywhere,
always, by all. For that is truly and in the
strictest sense ‘Catholic,’ which, as the name
itself and the reason of the thing declare,
comprehends all universally.

But what, if some error should spring up on
which no such decree is found to bear? Then
he must collate and consult and interrogate the
opinions of the ancients, of those, namely, who,
though living in various times and places, yet
continuing in the communion and faith of the
one Catholic Church, stand forth acknowledged
and approved authorities: and whatsoever he
shall ascertain to have been held, written,
taught, not by one or two of these only, but by
all, equally, with one consent, openly,
frequently, persistently, that he must
understand that he himself also is to believe
without any doubt or hesitation.

This rule we shall observe if we follow Taken from the Catholic Encyclopaedia Online.
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Extracts from An Analysis of
Lumen Fidei, the first Encyclical of
Pope Francis I
On Faith
Lumen Fidei claims to be “in continuity with all
that the Church’s magisterium has pronounced”; thus there is
an explicit reference
but only in a footnote—to
Chapter 3 of the Constitution Dei Filius of the
First Vatican Council. It
is also about the “faith
[that is] received from
God as a supernatural
gift”, and it specifies that
faith is a “theological” and “supernatural” virtue
given by God. Similarly we read: “Since faith
is one, it must be professed in all its purity and
integrity”; not a single article of the Creed can
be denied; there is a need for vigilance to
ensure that the deposit of faith is passed on “in
its entirety”.But those are the only traces of the
traditional teaching.
All the rest of the Encyclical buries these alltoo-rare allusions in a context that is quite
foreign to them. This context connects the
idea of faith with the idea of experience and
personal encounter, which establishes a relation between man and God, without making
it clear whether this is the intellectual relation
of knowledge or the affective relation of love…
The central idea is that faith is first of all
existential, the product of an encounter with
the living God that reveals love and leads to
communion…an experience of love…
There is no definition of what a theological

virtue is, and the reader will search in vain for
a specific definition of the three theological
virtues, which consequently are mixed up.
Never is faith related to the authority of God
who reveals (the word “authority” appears
once, in no. 55, but in reference to another
subject). The revealed deposit of faith is
mentioned only in no. 48, but it is not de-

fined—particularly the fact that it was completed at the death of the last apostle.
Taken from www.dici.org - the official online news
website of the Society of St Pius X (Encyclical
signed 29 June, 2013)

Now check out column 3 for
an extract from an encyclical
that requires no analysis.
Crystal clear in meaning,
and authoritative from start
to finish…

Pope Francis I

Pope St. Pius X

Extracts from
E SUPREMI
the first Encyclical of
Pope Saint Pius X
On the Restoration of All
Things in Christ
In addressing you for the first time from the
Chair of the supreme apostolate to which We
have, by the inscrutable disposition of God,
been elevated, it is not
necessary to remind you
with what tears and
warm instance We exerted
Ourselves to ward off this
formidable burden of the
Pontificate…We subjected
Ourselves to the most
serious charge of feeding
the flock of Christ [but] I
realize that nothing is left for me… but to set
aside my feeling and my will and resign myself
entirely to the design and the will of God.
We shall never, however much we exert
ourselves, succeed in calling men back to the
majesty and empire of God, except by means
of Jesus Christ. "No one," the Apostle
admonishes us, "can lay other foundation than
that which has been laid, which is Jesus Christ."
(I. Cor., iii., II.) It is Christ alone "whom the Father
sanctified and sent into this world" (Is. x., 36),
"the splendour of the Father and the image of
His substance" (Hebr. i., 3), true God and true
man: without whom nobody can know God with
the knowledge for salvation, "neither doth
anyone know the Father but the Son, and he
to whom it shall please the Son to reveal Him."
(Matth. xi., 27.) Hence it follows that to restore all
things in Christ and to lead men back to
submission to God is one and the same aim.
To this, then, it behoves Us to devote Our care
- to lead back mankind under the dominion of
Christ; this done, We shall have brought it back
to God. When We say to God We do not mean
to that inert being heedless of all things human
which the dream of materialists has imagined,
but to the true and living God, one in nature,
triple in person, Creator of the world, most wise
Ordainer of all things, Lawgiver most just, who
punishes the wicked and has reward in store
for virtue.
Now the way to reach Christ is not hard to find:
it is the Church. Rightly does Chrysostom
inculcate: "The Church is thy hope, the Church
is thy salvation, the Church is thy refuge." ("Hom.
de capto Euthropio," n. 6.) It was for this that Christ
founded it, gaining it at the price of His blood,
and made it the depositary of His doctrine and
His laws, bestowing upon it at the same time
an inexhaustible treasury of graces for the
sanctification and salvation of men. 4 October,
1903.
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Paris Attacks…
Pope MUST Consecrate Russia
John Vennari
Over 130 people were killed in a
coordinated terrorist attack in Paris on
November 13. The Islamic terrorist
group ISIS claims responsibility,
according to CNN.
While we mourn the tragic death of the
victims and offer condolences to their
families and friends, we repeat with
utmost urgency there is only one
solution to bring an end to terrorism
and to bring about a period of peace
to the world: obedience to Our Lady of
Fatima, Who asked for a simple
Consecration to Her Immaculate Heart
in union with the bishops worldwide.
The latest attack on Paris is nothing
more than a manifestation of Muslim
teaching. Islam makes no secret of its
plan for world conquest. Militant Islam
is a worldwide, determined force that
makes direct war on innocent civilians,
believing it is blessed by Allah when it
slaughters.
Andrew Bieszad, who holds an M.A.
degree in Islamic Studies, and has
researched the topic for more than 17
years, notes that the word “Islam” itself
translates as “submission.”
Bieszad explains, “Islam literally
means to impose peace [Islamic
‘peace’] on somebody or something,
to force peace on somebody, aka,
submission or submit.”
We need only consult Mohammed’s
own words, which Muslims hold as a
guiding principle: “I have come to fight
people until they testify that ‘there is
no God but Allah and Mohammed is
Allah’s messenger’.” [Hadith, from
Sahih Al-Bukhari, no. 25].
Concerned commentators warn that
the tens of thousands of “refugees”
presently flowing into Europe (and now
being welcomed into the United States
and Canada) provides cover for
massive infiltration of terrorist groups.
Bieszad notes: “The American and
Western governments are saying this
is a ‘refugee’ crisis, and the news
media, like good propagandists, run
images of a few poor women and
children, while neglecting to show the
rest of the situation. Not displayed is
the mass of overwhelmingly young,
healthy, well-dressed males, carrying
the latest smart phones. Far from the

starving widows and orphans one
might imagine upon hearing the word
‘refugees,’ these men have come to
riot, rampage and destroy.”
Professor Roberto de Mattei,
esteemed Catholic historian, delivered
a speech last summer in Gardone,
Italy where he warned of Islam’s global
plan of conquest.
“During his act of establishing the
Jihadist Caliphate,” said de Mattei,
“Abu Bakr al Baghdadi in a sermon
from the Mosque in Mosul, July 4th
2014, called on all Muslims to join him:
if they do so – he promised – Islam will
arrive even in Rome and will dominate
the world.
In the video diffused by ISIS the black
flag of the Caliphate
is seen waving on top
of the Vatican, the
Coliseum is in flames
and a sea of blood is
submerging it. Lastly,
the statement from
the Libyan caliphate:
‘we are south of
Rome,’ while Abu Muhammed al
Adnani, spokesman for the Iraqi
Islamic State and Greater Syria,
states: ‘We will occupy your Rome,
we will smash your crosses to
pieces, we will reduce your women
to slavery’.”
Likewise, in a fatwa promulgated on
February 27th, 2005, the Imam, Yusuf
al
Qaradawi
of
the
Muslim
Brotherhood, declared that “in the end,
Islam will rule and will be lord over the
entire world. One of the signs of its
victory is that Rome will be conquered,
Europe will be occupied, Christians
will be defeated and Muslims will
increase and become a force that
will control the entire European
continent.”
It is well known that throughout its
history Islam eyed three primary
targets: Jerusalem, Constantinople
and Rome. Their main sights are now
set on the Eternal City itself.
De Mattei explained: “For the Muslim
Brotherhood, as it is for ISIS, the final
objective is not Paris or New York, but
the city of Rome, center of the only
religion, which Islam, since its very
birth, has wanted to annihilate. The

real enemy is not the United States or
the State of Israel, which did not even
exist when Islam arrived at the Gates
of Vienna in 1683, but the Catholic
Church and Christian civilization, to
which Muhammad’s religion is a
diabolical parody.”
Yet the dangers for North America are
also real. The United States already
suffered the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, and its citizens
worry about more attacks to come.
This concern is heightened by the
current White House plan to open US
boarders to Syrian refugees.
Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal
publicly stated his reluctance to
welcome the flood of migrants. “Let’s
be very politically incorrect,” said
Jindal. “Islam has a problem. The
problem is radical Islam, and we need
to be aware of the dangers. Secretary
Kerry wants to let more Syrian
refugees into our country, which I
disagree with. ISIS has already said
they’re trying to infiltrate these groups.
Why would we let people come into
our country to do us harm?”
Andrew Bieszad insists that what
we’ve seen in Paris and elsewhere are
terrifying scenes that may unfold in
United States cities. Bieszad also
explains, “In Islam the end justifies the
means” for as long as anything is
“being done in the cause of Allah, it is
not sinful”.
Our world leaders and contemporary
Church leaders are not realistic about
the true nature of Islam.
World leaders continue to insist Islam
is a “religion of peace,” while they
launch police-state style security
measures to protect its people from
attack. Church leaders engage in
subservient dialogue, treat a religion
that denies the divinity of Jesus Christ
as an equal partner in interfaith
relations,
and
sends
Vatican
representatives to the opening of
Mosques in Rome.
Yet Islam will not be overcome by
peace treaties, by UN resolutions, by
Continued on p.4
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Paris Attacks…Pope MUST Consecrate Russia…Continued from p.3

smiling gestures of good will, by
dialogue, by candlelight vigils, by
“moments of silence,” or by interreligious peace gatherings that
encourage members of false religions
to pray to their false gods.

punishment for sin,” we receive a
gentle notice to keep our eye on the
threat of Islam.

The only solution for world peace,
according to Our Lady Herself, is a
response that involves no bloodshed;
The Pope has the key to world peace a response that consists of a mere
in his hand if he has the faith and five-minute prayer.
courage to use it: the Consecration of
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of The Pope, in obedience to Our Lady
Mary in union with all the bishops of of Fatima, must consecrate Russia to
the world, as requested by Our Lady Her Immaculate Heart, in union with
the world’s bishops on the same day.
of Fatima.
Our Lady came to Fatima from May to Pope Francis called the Paris attacks
October 1917 to warn the world of part of “piecemeal World War III,” yet
punishment for sin, to request that we he has within his reach the solution for
pray the daily Rosary, make sacrifices world peace if only he would use it. We
for sinners and offer the Five First must continue to implore the Holy
Father to obey Our Lady’s simple but
Saturdays of Reparation.
urgent requests.
She also requested the Consecration
of Russia by the Pope in union with the Selected sources: “Andrew Bieszad - Islam, No
Religion Of Peace,” Mike Church; “Five Common
world’s bishops.
Misconceptions About Islam,” New Oxford Review;
On October 13, 1917, Our Lady
performed the Miracle of the Sun at
Fatima to authenticate Her words – a
public miracle predicted three months
in advance and witnessed by 70,000
people.
After this, in various communications
with the late Sister Lucia of Fatima,
Our Lady said the world will not have
peace until this simple Consecration is
performed.
The 1984 consecration of the world by
Pope John Paul II may have gained
certain graces for mankind, but it was
not the consecration requested by Our
Lady. This consecration did not bring
about the conversion of Russia and
world peace; it will not avert the
annihilation of nations as warned by
Our Blessed Mother.
The promise of Our Lady of Fatima
does not only include the conversion
of Russia when the Consecration is
properly enacted, but a period of peace
for the entire world – Arab and western
nations included.
And can we not see, in one of
Heaven’s magnificent subtleties, the
warning given to our age indicated by
the place in which Our Lady chose for
Her 1917 visitations? Fatima was the
name of Mohammed’s favourite
daughter. The town of Fatima, Portugal
was named after a beloved 12th
Century Mohammedan princess who
converted to Catholicism.

“The Truth About Islam,” Catholic Family News;
“The Final Hijra; A Warning on the Refugee Crisis”
and “Podcast with Andrew Biezad” Paris Attacks the
“Application of Islamic Teaching in Practice” (both
at OnePeterfive); Professor Roberto de Mattei’s
Speech on Islam at Roman Forum in Gardone, July,
2015; “Bobby Jindal: ‘Immigration without
Assimilation is an Invasion’,” Breitbart News.

The above article is taken from Fatima
Perspectives at www.fatima.org

The Consecration
of Russia
In the apparition of July 13, Our Lady warned
the three seers that if people did not stop
offending God, He would punish the world "by
means of war, hunger and persecution of the
Church and of the Holy Father," using Russia
as His chosen instrument of chastisement. She
told the children that "to prevent this, I shall
come to ask for the Consecration of Russia to
My Immaculate Heart" and promised that, by
this single public act, Russia would be
converted and peace would be given to the
world.
The Mother of God cautioned that if Her
requests were not granted, "Russia will spread
its errors throughout the world, raising up wars
and persecutions of the Church. The good will
be martyred, the Holy Father will have much
to suffer and various nations will be annihilated."

True to Her word, Our Lady reappeared to
Sister Lucy on June 13, 1929 at Tuy, Spain,
when in a great and sublime vision
representing the Blessed Trinity, She
announced that "the moment has come for God
to ask the Holy Father to make, in union with
In the very hamlet where Our Lady all the bishops of the world, the Consecration
appeared to warn that “man must of Russia to My Immaculate Heart. By this
cease offending God,” and “war is a means, He promises to save Russia."

When God sent Our Lady to convey His
command that Russia be consecrated, it
seems clear that He expected swift obedience
from the Pope and bishops. The pastors of the
Church, however, chose to delay and, on
August 19, 1931, Our Lord Himself
appeared to Sister Lucy in Rianjo,
Spain and expressed His
displeasure, saying "make it
known to My ministers that,
given they follow the example
of the King of France in
delaying the execution My
command, they will follow
him also into misfortune."
Our Lord's warning is a
grave one indeed, referring
as it does to His command,
through St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque, to the King of
France that he consecrate
his nation to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus.
The King chose to ignore the
command and thus condemned his dynasty
and throne to the horrors of revolution, chaos
and the guillotine.
The Blessed Virgin's request for the
Consecration of Russia remains one of the
most controversial aspects of the entire Fatima
Message. While several popes have
undertaken consecrations of the world since
the request was made public (including Pope
John Paul II in 1982 and 1984), sadly, none of
these have fulfilled the specific requirements
of Our Lord and Our Lady's requests. In
repeated visits to Sister Lucy, Heaven's King
and Queen have insisted that it is Russia (and
Russia only) that is to be the object of this
public act of obedience and prayer. In addition,
Our Lord and Our Lady have indicated that the
Holy Father is to be joined in the act of
consecration by all the Catholic bishops of the
world on the same day and at the same time
in their respective dioceses. Interestingly, only
Pope Pius XII's consecration of the world in
1942 included substantial involvement of the
bishops. Sister Lucy has written that this
imperfect act of obedience, while not fulfilling
Our Lady's Fatima request, nevertheless
hastened the end of the Second World War,
thus sparing the lives of tens of millions of
souls.
In response to Sister Lucy's question why He
would not convert Russia without the Holy
Father consecrating that nation to His Mother's
Immaculate Heart, Our Lord replied "Because
I want My whole Church to acknowledge that
consecration as a triumph of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary so that it may extend its cult later
and put the devotion of the Immaculate Heart
beside the devotion to My Sacred Heart."
Visit www.fatima.org to read more…
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The Synod on Family & The Missing Link
"Deep within yourself, listen to your
conscience which calls you to be
pure… a home is not warmed by the
fire of pleasure which burns quickly
like a pile of withered grass. Passing
encounters are only a caricature of
love; they injure hearts and mock
God's plan."
Pope John Paul II
I haven’t heard a sermon on purity for years. I
heard plenty of references to this virtue prior
to Vatican II but nothing since. It was not an
obsession before “The Council”, don’t get me
wrong, but we knew that it was a grave sin to
break the sixth Commandment, that unless
married, it was forbidden for anyone to engage
in what was sensitively termed “the marriage
act”: all “dangerous occasions of sin” which
might lead to breaking the Commandments,
must be avoided at all costs.
Yet, even in traditional chapels there’s no
mention of the subject these days - at least I’ve
never heard anything on the topic, in any of the
chapels I’ve attended over a period of years.
Priests sometimes argue that it’s best to deal
with sins against purity in Confession,
completely missing the point that nobody
confesses something they don’t think is a sin.
Submerged in a sexualised society, where
sexual intimacy on dates is not only not
unusual but expected, where it’s normal to go
on holiday with one’s boy/girlfriend, and where
cohabiting before marriage is the norm, what’s
to confess? When there is no antidote, when
they don’t hear priests speaking through the
specific authority of a sermon on the subject,
(albeit guardedly to protect innocence in the
very young) it can’t be that important, goes the
teenage thought process. Makes sense.
Logical. You have to give them that.

Faith
comes by
hearing
Romans 10:17

Saint Paul

Sermons, or the chatty homilies delivered
these days, generally take the form of an A
Level lesson in Sacred Scripture. We are told
what this or that meant in the first century, what
this, that or the other meant to the Jews, the
first Christians, the pagans - anything and
everything but what the Epistle and Gospel
means for us today: how Christ’s teaching
applies to our contemporary lives is what we
need to hear and it is, more often than not, the

Editor
one thing we don’t hear, except in the most the Redemptorist Order; he was a Bishop,
generic terms. My pamphlet entitled Where Moral Theologian, Confessor and Doctor of the
have all the preachers gone? A critique of the Church who, in contrast to the majority of
contemporary priests and
crisis in Catholic preaching, originally published
bishops, has plenty to
in 1998, hasn’t made much, if any, difference,
say on the subject of
methinks, and yet it seems clear that there is a
purity.
manifest link between the failure to preach
Catholic sexual morality, with conviction and
The lengthy extract from
with some regularity (as in “in season and out
one of his sermons below
of season”) and the growing acceptance, even
is not for the faintat the highest levels within the Church, of
hearted, and what he
impure behaviour and lifestyles.
Saint Alphonsus says should chill the heart
So, when the news spread that the 2014-15
Synod on the Family might loosen the discipline of Pope Francis and the other Synod Fathers
preventing the divorced and “remarried” from who condemn the use of terms like “adultery”
receiving Holy Communion at Mass, and the or “sin” when dealing with those living in
possibility was raised that cohabitees and manifest public sin.
same-sex couples might also, with St Alphonsus, on the contrary, highlights that
ecclesiastical permission, present themselves such capitulation is a lack of true charity,
because, he insists, the destination of those
at the altar, I really wasn’t too surprised.
who persist in mortal sin, is Hell.
Imagine yourself as a young person growing
up in a sex-obsessed society, where it is the St Alphonsus:
norm for young people to be sexually active; “ The man who indulges in impurity, is like a
promiscuity is regarded as a sign of maturity; person labouring under the dropsy. The latter,
and schools and medical centres are is so much tormented by thirst, that the more
encouraging young children to take pills and he drinks, the more thirsty he becomes. Such,
devices in order to ensure that no baby is too, is the nature of the accursed vice of
conceived. That’s “responsible” behaviour, and impurity; it is never satiated…So too is it with
that same sort of “responsibility” is presented the waves of carnal pleasures". I will speak
as a virtue right through to adulthood, with today of the vice of impurity, and will show in
cohabitation encouraged, a succession of
the first (1st) point, the delusion of those who
“partners” considered no big deal, and
say that this vice is but a small evil;
experimentation in all aspects of sexual activity
nd
implicitly condoned. Even Catholic schools and in the second (2 ), the delusion of those
have gone with the flow and offer sex education who say that God takes pity on this sin, and that
in the context of “human relationships” and He does not punish it.
“love”. The only place where they’re not talking First Point: the Delusion of those who say
about “the marriage act” is church.
that Sins against Purity are not a Great
Evil
Church-going youngsters are not hearing
anything to counter the propaganda which The unchaste, then, say that sins contrary to
would have us believe that it’s really healthy to purity, are but a small evil. Like "the sow . . .
be a “sexual being” (as opposed to a “human wallowing in the mire" (2 Peter 2:22), they are
being”) and that practising restraint, avoiding immersed-in their own filth, so that they do not
crude talk and dressing modestly, are all see the malice of their actions; and therefore
they neither feel nor abhor the stench of their
unhealthy and repressive.
impurities… If you deny [that it is a mortal sin]
Nobody seems to be pointing out that those you are a heretic; for as Saint Paul says, "Do
who adhere to the way God intended things (we not err: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
call it the natural moral law) won’t contract a adulterers, nor the effeminate, nor Liers with
sexually transmitted disease (STD), nor will mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
they be miserably unhappy because they drunkards, nor railers, nor extortioners, shall
choose purity over perversion. It certainly beats possess the Kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians
being beside themselves with worry until those 6:9-10). It is a mortal sin; it cannot be a small
STD test results come through or being in evil. It is more sinful than theft, or detraction, or
emotional turmoil after a break-up that was not, the violation of the fast. How then can you say
as in days or yore, merely “romantic”. that it is not a great evil? Is it a small evil to
Teenagers who have been involved in a sexual despise the grace of God, to turn your back on
relationship, go to pieces when dumped for a Him, and to lose His friendship, for a transitory,
different (hardly younger!) model.
beastly pleasure?
St Alphonsus Liguouri (1696-1787) founded

Continued on p.6
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The Synod on Family & The Missing Link…continued from p. 5

Saint Thomas teaches that mortal sin, because
it is an insult offered to an infinite God, contains
a certain infinitude of malice. "A sin committed
against God, has a certain infinitude, on
account of the infinitude of Divine Majesty" Saint Thomas. Mortal sin is so great an evil,
that if all the Angels and all the Saints, the
Apostles, Martyrs, and even the Mother of God,
offered all their merits to atone for a single (1)
mortal sin, [it] would not be sufficient. No, for
that atonement or satisfaction would be finite;
but the debt contracted by mortal sin is infinite
on account of the infinite Majesty of God, which
has been offended. The hatred which God
bears to sins against purity, is great beyond
measure.
If a lady find her plate soiled, she is disgusted,
and cannot eat. Now with what disgust and
indignation must God, Who is Purity itself,
behold the filthy impurities by which His Law is
violated? He loves purity with an infinite love;
and consequently He has an infinite hatred for
the sensuality which the lewd, voluptuous man
calls a small evil. Even the Devils who held a
high rank in Heaven before their Fall, disdain
to tempt men to sins of the flesh. Saint Thomas
says, that Lucifer, who is supposed to have
been the Devil that tempted Jesus Christ in the
desert, tempted Him to commit other sins, but
scorned to tempt Him to offend against
chastity.
"Fornication and pleasure", says Saint Jerome,
"pervert the understanding, and change men
into beasts". Saint Jerome says, that there is
nothing more vile or degrading, than to allow
oneself to be conquered by the flesh. Is it a
small evil to forget God, and to banish Him from
the soul, for the sake of giving the body a vile
satisfaction, of which, when it is over, you feel
ashamed?
Of this the Lord complains by the Prophet
Ezekiel, "Therefore, thus saith the Lord God:
because thou hast forgotten Me, and hast cast
Me off behind thy back, bear thou also thy
wickedness, and thy fornications" (Ezekiel 23:35).
Saint Thomas says that by every vice, but
particularly by the vice of impurity, men are
removed far from God. Moreover, sins of
impurity, on account of their great number, are
an immense evil. A blasphemer does not
always blaspheme, but only when he is drunk,
or provoked to anger. But the unchaste are
guilty of an unceasing torrent of sins, by
thoughts, by words, by looks…
Go now, and say that the sin of impurity is but
a small Evil. At the hour of death, you shall not
say so; every sin of that kind, shall then appear
to you a monster of Hell. Much less, shall you
say so, before the Judgment Seat of Jesus
Christ, Who will tell you what the Apostle has
already told you, "No fornicator, or unclean…
hath inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ, and
of God" (Ephesians 5:5). The man who has

lived-like a 'brute', does not deserve to sit with
the Angels.
Most beloved brethren, let us continue to pray
to God, to deliver us from this vice; if we do
not, we shall lose our souls. The sin of impurity
brings with it, blindness and obstinacy. Every
vice produces darkness of understanding; but
impurity produces it in a greater degree, than
all other sins.
The Prophet Hosea says, that being blinded
by their own mire, they do not even think of
returning to God because their impurities take
away from them, all knowledge of God. "They
will not set their thoughts to return to their God:
for the spirit of fornication is in the midst of
them, and they have not known the Lord"
(Hosea 5:4). From this blindness, it arises that,
though they go to the Sacraments, their
Confessions are null, for want of true contrition;
for how is it possible for them to have true
sorrow, when they neither know nor abhor their
sins?

Lucifer, the Devil that
tempted Jesus Christ in
the desert, tempted Him
to commit other sins, but
scorned to tempt Him to
offend against chastity.

these cities, and all the country about, all the
inhabitants of the cities, and all things that
spring from the earth" (Genesis 19:24-25).
Saint Peter Damian relates that a man and
woman, who had sinned against purity, were
found 'burnt', and 'black' as a cinder.
Salvian [5th century Christian writer] writes that
it was in punishment of the sin of impurity, that
God sent on the earth the universal deluge,
which was caused by continued rain for forty
(40) days and forty (40) nights. In this deluge,
the waters rose fifteen (15) cubits above the
tops of the highest mountains; and only eight
(8) persons, along-with Noah, were saved in
the Ark. The rest-of the inhabitants of the earth,
who were more numerous then, than at
present, were punished with death, in
chastisement of the vice of impurity. Mark the
words of the Lord in speaking of this
chastisement, which He inflicted on that sin.
"My Spirit shall not remain in man forever,
because he is flesh" (Genesis 6:3). "That is",
says Liranus [biblical scholar of middle ages]
"too deeply involved in carnal sins". The Lord
added, "For it repenteth Me, that I have made
them" (Genesis 6:7).

The indignation of God is not like ours, which
clouds the mind, and drives us into excesses;
His wrath is a judgment, perfectly just and
tranquil, by which God punishes and repairs
the disorders of sin. But to make us understand
the intensity of His hatred for the sin of impurity,
He represents Himself as if sorry for having
The vice of impurity also brings with it, created man, who offended Him so grievously
obstinacy. To conquer temptations, particularly by this vice. Hence it is that on-account-of this
against chastity, 'continual'
prayer is sin, Hell is filled with souls.
necessary. "Watch ye, and pray that you enter
All that I have said on this subject, has been
not into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
said, not that anyone present, who has been
but the flesh is weak" (Mark 14:38). But, how will
addicted to the vice of impurity, may be driven
the unchaste, who are always seeking to be
to despair, but that such persons may be cured.
tempted, pray to God to deliver them from
Let us then come to the remedies.
temptation? They sometimes, as Saint
Augustine confessed of himself, even abstain There are Two (2) great remedies; prayer
from prayer, through fear of being heard, and and the flight from dangerous occasions.
cured of the disease, which they wish to
Prayer, says Saint Gregory of Nyssa, is the
continue. "I feared", said the Saint, "that You
safeguard of chastity. And before
would soon hear and heal the sin of
him, Solomon, speaking of
concupiscence, which I wished to be ‘satiated’,
himself, said the same. "And as
rather-than 'extinguished'".Oh! how difficult is
I knew that I could not otherwise
it, for a person who has contracted a habit of
be continent, except God gave
this vice, to amend his life, and return sincerely
it… I went to the Lord, and
to God!
besought Him" (Wisdom 8:21).
Second Point: Illusion of those who say,
Thus it is impossible for us to conquer this vice,
that God takes Pity on this Sin
without God's assistance. Hence, as soon as
[Some] say that God takes pity on this sin; but a temptation against chastity presents itself,
in the Sacred Scriptures, we do not read of any the remedy is to turn instantly to God for help,
sin so severely chastised as the sin of impurity. and to repeat several times, the most holy
We find in the Scriptures, that in punishment names of Jesus and Mary, which have a
of this sin, a deluge of fire descended from special virtue to banish bad thoughts of that
Heaven, on four (4) cities, and in an instant, kind.
consumed not only the inhabitants, but even
the very stones. "And the Lord rained upon
Sodom and Gomorrah, brimstone and fire from
the Lord out of Heaven. And He destroyed

Continued on p.7
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The Synod on Family & The Missing Link…continued from p. 6

I have said immediately, without listening to, or
beginning to argue with the temptation. When
a bad thought occurs in the mind, it is
necessary to shake it off instantly, as you would
a spark that flies from the fire, and instantly, to
invoke aid from Jesus and Mary.
As to the flight from dangerous occasions
[of sin], Saint Philip Neri used to say, that
'cowards' - that is, they who fly
from the occasions - gain the
victory. Hence, you must, in
the first (1st) place, keep a
restraint on the eyes…
Otherwise, says Saint Thomas,
you can scarcely avoid this sin.
(Summa Theologica). Hence Job said: "I made a
Covenant with my eyes, that I would not so
much as think upon a virgin" (Job 31:1). He was
afraid to look at a virgin; because from looks, it
is easy to pass to desires, and from desires, to
acts.”
We should be persuaded
that, in avoiding occasions
of this sin, no caution can be
too great. Hence we must be
always fearful, and fly from
them. "A wise man feareth,
and declineth from evil: the
fool leapeth over, and is
confident" (Proverbs 14:16).
A wise man is timid, and flies away; a fool is
confident, and falls.1

various sins against purity and even, thereby,
to encourage them. Spiritual blindness results
from not believing, from not having preached
on the subject for goodness knows how long.
Thus, the Synod Fathers who gave their
blessing to the Final Document advocating a
“case by case” review of those in adulterous
unions to allow them to receive Holy
Communion, self-evidently do not believe that
impurity is a mortal sin, if a sin at all. These
days, the presumption is, it’s too difficult for
Catholics living in a permissive society to live
according to God’s law. It requires heroism,
and “heroism is not for the average Christian”
opines Cardinal Kasper: “To live together as
brother and sister? Of course I have high
respect for those who are doing this,” he told
Commonweal's Matthew Boudway and Grant
Gallicho, referring to divorced partners who
have entered into a new civil marriage. “But it's
a heroic act, and heroism is not for the average
Christian.” 3
Pope Francis exhorted the Synod Fathers and
the wider Church to stand by with open minds,
because the “God of Surprises” was likely to
visit the Synod; thus, he was saying, in effect,
be prepared for radical change. An iota of
Catholic Faith and sensibility would, on the
contrary, have led the Pope to remind the
assembled bishops that it should come as no
surprise to anyone that the destination for those
unrepentant sinners committed to their life of
impurity, as confirmed by Our Lady at Fatima,
remains the same as it was when St Alphonsus
preached so fearlessly about sin and Hell. As
I heard one preacher roar during my own
teenage years: “…sin [against purity] if you
choose, but don’t try to justify it”.

Nowadays, of course, we have multifarious
occasions of sins against purity to avoid and it
is, more than ever, important to hear about
them in sermons. The reluctance of priests to
preach on the subject stems, perhaps, from
their own weakness, taking the view that, being
fallen creatures themselves and if tempted Yet, justifying and accommodating sins of
themselves to sin against this virtue, they are impurity, was precisely the work of the recent
in no position to preach to anyone else.
misnamed Synod on the Family. The Fathers,
of course, didn’t think of it like that because of
This is a fundamental mistake to which we find
the missing link. It’s a safe bet that they’ve
a corrective in the writings of St Francis de
hardly mentioned the virtue, except perhaps
Sales: “I don’t think I am perfect because I talk
pejoratively, as followers of fashion, let alone
about perfection any more than I think I am
preached about it, for years, if ever. They were,
Italian because I talk Italian; but I think I know
therefore, unable to join up the dots to see the
the language of perfection because I have
spiritual danger of those living in public
learnt it from people to whom I have talked who
contradiction to the sixth Commandment - a
really knew the language.” 2
danger which sacrilegious Communions can
St Alphonsus was pre-Vatican II. Heck, he was only worsen.
way pre-Vatican II - he preached in the 18th It goes without saying, surely, that any priest
century, but that’s no reason to dismiss him. who accommodates sin in the “case by case”
God, remember, sent Our Lady to Fatima in the manner proposed by the Synod Fathers which
is likely to be accepted and promoted by Pope
20th century to remind us about the crucial
Francis, shares in the guilt of the sin and is
importance of purity and warned that Hell
likely, himself, to end up in Hell.
awaits those who indulge in impurity. Indeed,
according to Sister Lucia, Our Lady said that It behoves us all to redouble our prayers and
more souls go to Hell through sins of impurity efforts to overcome any temptations against
than any other sin.
purity and to make up for the lack of preaching
on the subject by reading sound books by
The Synod Fathers, therefore, have gone down
trusted authors - always dating prior to Vatican
the wrong road. But, it’s hardly surprising that
II. Even by centuries! We recommend the
the Pope, who called this unnecessary Synod
sermons of the great saints like St Alphonsus
in the first place, sought to accommodate the

Liguouri and Saint Francis de Sales.
And living the Fatima Message to the best of
our ability is also of supreme importance - see
page 15 for details on the First Saturday
Devotion.
Pray, too, for Pope Francis and the Church
hierarchy who are well and truly in spiritual
danger themselves, not only for failing to
preach on and uphold Catholic teaching on
purity of both body and soul, but for appearing
to sanction impurity. And pray especially for
all those priests and bishops who know the
truth but who maintain a complicit silence
during this unprecedented crisis of faith and
authority, in Christ’s Church. For a terrible
judgement awaits them.

Our Lady of Fatima arrives for the Synod
Report for publication on Catholic
Truth blog, from the Fatima Center
staff in Rome...
This synod is likely to be an occasion of
tremendous evil coming over the Church. As
Bishop Athanasius Schneider said, the Working
Document of the Synod is calculated to push an
agenda contrary to Divine Law.
The Fatima Center is asking Our Lady to stop or
mitigate this threat. We have a noon procession
every day with Our Lady’s Pilgrim Virgin statue
[in] St. Peter’s Square, as a plea for Our Lady of
Fatima to preserve us from the evils now
threatening the Church. It must be no less moving
to Our Lord and Our Lady than it is to us to see so
many of the people whom we pass in our
processions spontaneously join in honoring Our
Lady of Fatima!
At other times throughout the day, the volunteers
here are on the streets distributing literature about
what is at stake in the outcome of the Synod.
(Propositions for polygamy and ordaining women
deacons were discussed yesterday.) May Our
Lady preserve us!

Footnotes:
1From The Sermons of St Alphonsus Liguori, For All the
Sundays of the Year, Tan Books and Publishers, Illinois,
ISBN 0-89555-193-4. Available on Amazon.
2 St. Francis de Sales: Selected Letters
Letter 100 to the Président le Blanc de Mions, Annecy, 26
April, 1617, p.253.

3 Cardinal Kasper: 'Heroism is not for the average
Christian' Catholic News Agency, 9 May, 2014.

Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics

7

Your Letters
Received a small legacy and I am happy to share it
with a really good cause! A Priest, England
Ed: sincere gratitude, Father, for your extremely
generous donation - thank you very much indeed.

Many thanks for the [October] edition of Catholic
Truth - it came just at the right time.
The coming clash between Cardinal Burke and the
opposition group, I intend to follow up. As an
appreciation of this excellent informative edition, I
enclose a couple of cheques as a donation…
[Ed: later that same week…] I decided to send (an
additional) donation, as it seems crucial - in the light
of the present Church crisis - because your
magazine needs every penny to galvanise the
Church into action in these critical times. John
Baxter, Manchester
Ed: your three most generous cheques are hugely
appreciated - and we enjoyed your “numbers game”
immensely. Unfortunately, there isn’t the space to
reproduce the arithmetic here, but, be assured, your logic
and humour have made their mark and raised a few smiles
in what passes for the Catholic Truth office! Thank you
again for your financial support and for the fun!

Please find enclosed a donation…
I used to live in Stonehaven until my wife died and
I moved to be near my family [in the south of
England].
Missing Scotland, but not the Bishop of Aberdeen!
Graham King, England
Ed: I live in Scotland and I don’t miss the Bishop of
Aberdeen!
This is just a brief letter (which) I hope does not bore
you (Ed: no way!)
First,I have [ordered] another two copies of Fr
Gruner’s (RIP) book, Crucial Truths to Save Your
Soul.
Second: I was feeling quite pleased with myself
(pride!) regarding a letter I sent to the Daily Mail. I
tried not to take too Catholic a tone, or it would be
rejected. Well, I failed. It was rejected.
I guess the impression it made was not one that the
editor wishes to convey. Read for yourself - the item
[letter plus newspaper article) enclosed.
George Mills, Glasgow
Ed: read George’s letter to the Daily Mail on page 9. You
won’t need to consult an Oxford Professor to work out why
it wasn’t selected for publication in a UK secular
newspaper. It would struggle to find an editor of a Catholic
newspaper willing to publish it! Call Catholic Truth
‘exceptional’ if you will. We’ve been called worse!

A little contribution to help your excellent work
keeping the truth Faith alive. Agnes Dempsey,
GlasgowI
Ed: not so little - in any case, a certain well known
supermarket got it right with their byline: “every little
helps”! Thank you most sincerely for your kind donation

Re: Monsignor Basil Loftus, please add my name
to the signatories on the Open Letter.
Tom Sharpling by email
Thanks for Catholic Truth… Keep up the good
work. James Caffery, Birmingham
Ed: Your continuing encouragement and support is
greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Good article on “The Serious Perils Of Environmental
Decline” and Archibishop Tartaglia’s commentary on
Laudato Si.
We hear it ad infinitum about how increased levels
of carbon dioxide are causing climate change and
are going to destroy the world. Maybe there is an
increase in CO2 levels but I haven’t seen any
evidence that it causes the climate change or that
the amount humans produce is the major cause.
However there is a McCarthy Style agenda to silence
scientists who express some doubt. The BBC for
example, dropped David Bellamy like a hot potato
when he expressed some doubts about climate
change. There are very serious environmental
questions but the BBC doesn’t seem to give them a
mention. For example, the evidence to date is that
genetically modified crops have already caused huge
problems for poor farmer, resulting in large numbers
of suicides in places like India.
Research indicating the harmful effects of GM crops1
was hidden by the GM producers and scientists were
bribed to cast doubt on the findings of research that
did indicate serious concerns.
Another really serious example of nightmare science
is experiments that mix the genetic material of
humans and animals in the lab to create biological
freaks so that scientists can experiment on them
supposedly to find cures for disease. These living
forms are created specifically for the purpose of
being experimented on after which they are killed.
These things of course come on the back of the
scientific community’s supposed desire to help
people. For example, test tube babies were legalized
because of the distress of people who found out they
could not have children and it paved the way for
experiments on embryos. Once that was established,
the doors were open and the attack on the created
order by producing human/animal hybrids for the
purpose of experimentation was possible. Do people
know that back in the 1970s when transplant
technology was beset with the difficulty of rejection,
the WHO asked scientists to research into ways of
suppressing the body’s immune system. Some time
later we discovered a new disease had arisen (by
chance?) called AIDS and it worked by suppressing
the body’s immune system. Coincidence? Perhaps
Archbishop Tartaglia might give some thought to
these issues when talking about environmental
crises. Charles McEwan by email
Reference:

NOTICES
Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to our
funds following the October edition. We are, as
ever, deeply impressed and touched by your
generosity.
To save postage, we no longer write letters of
acknowledgement for your individual donations
although if you include an email address, Editor
will thank you personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations online.
And, of course, a special word of gratitude to
our Standing Order donors because these regular
donations very much help us with
our planning.
Our postage costs are rising
steadily, so be assured that
your continuing generosity
is truly greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My name,
because you belong to Christ:
amen I say to you, he shall not
lose his reward.
(Mark 9:40)

Email List
Due to steeply rising postage
costs, we are asking online readers
to read the newsletter on our
website where it is published in full.
So,if you can, please transfer to our
e-mail list by emailing us at
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

The Editor
Catholic Truth,
10 Newton Place
Glasgow, G3 7PR
Tel: 0797 90 53666
Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Letters Continued on p.9

1 For example
http://www.isis.org.uk/Stunning_differences_of_GM_from_non_GM_corn.php

The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation receive this
publication. If it contradicts Catholic teaching, we invite the Hierarchy to correct us in accordance
with their duty under Canon Law # 823
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Your Letters Continued
Recently, I read the 1910-11 beatification process that our Health Service should be available to all and not
just those who can afford it, so it really isn’t a party political
for St Thérèse of Lisieux.
I found that alongside the testimony of the various
nuns who had known the ‘Little Flower’ there was a
transcript of evidence offered by Canon Nimmo
Taylor of Carfin Shrine, who appears to have taken
responsibility for promoting the cult and cause of the
future saint outside France.
St Thérèse is deeply misunderstood because she is
gravely misrepresented as having miraculously
plucked her ‘little way’ out of thin air, having entered
Carmel knowing nothing and learned nothing further
as a nun. The literature provided in support of the
relic tour some years ago, did nothing to dispel this
myth. [Ed: I think, with respect, that it is your good self
who has “deeply misunderstood” the saint and her
“Little Way”. See footnote.]

The essence of religious formation lies in training
the novice to live the life of the Order, to think with
its mind and pray with its heart, colouring that with
the character of the specific province rooted in the
spirit of the nation and the historic tradition of the
national Church. [Ed: not quite. See footnote]
The ‘Little Way’ is, therefore, a fresh restatement of
the characteristically French spirituality of the
sanctification of everyday life (as found in the letters
and sermons of Bossuet or the Introduction to the
Devout Life of St Francis de Sales) incorporating the
Carmelite themes of dwelling constantly in the divine
presence, self-sacrifice in union with the sacrifice of
Christ and co-operation with the action and impulse
of God in the world, along with the virtues of
obedience and humble submission proper to a
religious. So, St Thérèse is rightly honoured as a
Doctor of the Church, a teacher of theology, with
much to teach us all. A. Law-Thompson, York

issue, and since Catholic Social Teaching applauds those
systems of Government which are mindful to cater for the
poorer members of society, it’s certainly not immoral for
any Catholic to believe that health care should be free at
the point of use while it is certainly wrong to effectively
label them as closet Communists. Nevertheless, please
do not take this response to your PS as an encouragement
to write further on this or any other political issue, because
it won’t be published. We focus on the crisis in the Church
- not the crisis in the country, including the crisis in the
NHS. We all pay for the NHS via our taxes, so it’s not
“free” - just guarantees that nobody will be refused
treatment at the point of need, whether or not they have
money in the bank. It’s really nothing more than being
civilised, if you think about it.
In any event, my (albeit unsolicited) advice to anyone who
advocates a switch to a national system of private
insurance is to watch a couple of
episodes of the real-life American
civil courtroom presided over by
Judge Judith Sheindlin (“Judge
Judy”). Then ask yourself if you
really want to risk having to fork out
a couple of hundred quid if, for
example, a visitor trips over your
carpet and decides to head for the
doctor to have that painful ankle
checked out, or if your child
accidentally (or otherwise) knocks
over one of his classmates in the
Judge Judy
school yard and you have to foot
the bill, not only for his medical expenses following that
trip to A & E, but also for a new pair of spectacles. Oh and
his front teeth were broken, so that’s the dentist wanting
paid as well, if you please…
And if the dog you are walking in the park takes a lump
out of that glamorous gal’s shapely leg, she’ll sue you to
cover her hospital bills. Consider yourself lucky on that
one because, believe me, if my (decidedly UN-shapely)
leg has a lump removed by your dog, Judge Judy would
be the least of your worries. Stick with the NHS. Or take
out personal private insurance and leave the rest of us to
enjoy the fruits of our relationship with the Inland Revenue.

PS I’m sorry if your researcher thinks the alternative
to the NHS is people dropping dead in the street many of us see decommunisation as the preOne thing I will give you: Catholics should be making their
requisite for national regeneration.
Ed: firstly, nobody who has read St Thérèse’s
autobiography The Story of A Soul, could possibly imagine
that she “miraculously plucked her ‘little way’ out of thin air,
having entered Carmel knowing nothing and learned
nothing further as a nun.” You offer no evidence for this
sweeping statement, so allow those of us who have
studied her life and who have a very different take on the
saint, to disagree with you on this.

And if, as you claim, her “Little Way” is “a fresh restatement
of French spirituality… “ that is because French spirituality
- like the “Little Way” - is rooted in the Gospel of Christ. To
quote Canon Francis J. Ripley: “The spirit of St Thérèse is
all concentrated in that offering of herself as a victim of love
which she wrote out and put in the book of the Gospels she
always carried around with her, close to her heart. There
is was found after her death.” (taken from the Foreward to
the First Edition of the Collected Poems of St Thérèse of
Lisieux, translated by Alan Bancroft - see review p.11.)
The Carmelite Order, like every other Religious Order,
seeks to provide a spiritual and religious path for novices
which is rooted in the Gospel and the teaching of the
Church (one and the same thing) not in the “spirit of the
nation” or the “historic tradition of the national Church”.
There is only one Church - if you want to comment on
“national churches” investigate the Church of Scotland or
the Church of England.
Finally, although it’s always a mistake to mix issues in a
letter and although we don’t DO “professional politics”, I’m
making an exception by publishing your PS this time in
order to correct your reference to the National Health
Service as “Communistic”. All the UK political parties agree

voices heard over the abuse of the NHS, where the
immoral laws and general permissiveness of the land are
reflected in certain immoral surgical procedures being
offered, including abortion and contraception, all being
promoted under the camouflage of “health care.”
Anyway, thank you for your letter - be warned, however,
that we do not publish letters (or postscripts!) on anything
resembling secular politics We are focused on the crisis
in the Church. Nothing else. I mean, life’s too short!
Geoffrey Blainey likened the Catholic Church in its
activities during the Middle Ages to an early version
of a welfare state: "It conducted hospitals for the old
and orphanages for the young; hospices for the sick
of all ages; places for the lepers; and hostels or inns
where pilgrims could buy a cheap bed and meal". It
supplied food to the population during famine and
distributed food to the poor. This welfare system the
church funded through collecting taxes on a large
scale and possessing large farmlands and estates.
(Geoffrey Blainey; A Short History of Christianity;
Penguin Viking; 2011; pp 214-215.)...
Mediaeval hospitals had a strongly Christian ethos,
and were, in the words of historian of medicine Roy
Porter, "religious foundations through and through",
and Ecclesiastical regulations were passed to govern
medicine, partly to prevent clergymen profiting from
medicine. (Roy Porter; The Greatest Benefit to
Mankind - a Medical History of Humanity from
Antiquity to the Present; Harper Collins; 1997;
pp. 110-112)

Feature Letter
Letter to Daily Mail
George Mills
Sir,
Re: “Oh hell it’s the least that we deserve.”
by Jonathan Brocklebank, September, 11, 2015.

I found the results of the YouGov survey on
“would you end up in Heaven or Hell”
fascinating and most revealing.
As it happens, I had been reading about the
forthcoming Centenary of the Apparitions in
1917 at Fatima, where Lucy, one of the three
seers, when asked this same question, later in
life said:
“Taking into account the behaviour of mankind,
only a small part of the human race will be
saved.”
This seems to agree with many of the saints
who answered that “most people will end up in
Hell”. Indeed, Jesus Himself said in the
Gospels that “few” are saved and enter by what
He called “the narrow gate”.
All this runs counter to the YouGov results,
such as 52% of Londoners believed they were
“Heaven-bound”. As for views on “fearing
death”, when only 16% of those surveyed said
that “death scared them”, we know that St Paul
said that we should approach “death and the
final judgment” with “fear and trembling”.
All this “doom” seems to be at loggerheads with
comments from the majority of the clergy over
the last half century [who say that] “most, if not
all of us will go to Heaven.” Seldom a mention
of Hell.
Could they be guilty of genuine heresy?
Perhaps another YouGov poll is needed.
Yours etc.
George Mills, Glasgow
Editor…
(1) The Bad News… the above letter was not
published in the Daily Mail. Now, a letters
editor keen to provoke discussion among
readers, would surely have filed this one under
“must publish”? OK, benefit of the doubt,
perhaps the opinion prevailed that the readers
of the Daily Mail wouldn’t have had a clue (it
is a point of view…) But, surely, at the very
least it should have been passed to a
journalist/columnist for further investigation.
Do you agree that anyone with a truly
investigative, journalistic mind, would want to
look into the matters raised by Mr Mills in his
letter? Yes? No? Not sure?
(2) The Good News… we published Mr Mills’
letter on our blog, featuring it as a topic thread
and, in fact, we enjoyed a fairly lively
discussion on the issues raised.
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

Mary & Joseph Engaged or Married?
The following article was first published in our newsletter,
Issue No. 65, February, 2011, entitled: Mary & Joseph - were they married?
Since the Christmas season brings reports of priests preaching the heresy that
Mary & Joseph were merely engaged, not married, we think it bears repeating…

Q But if the angel told Mary that she
was to be the mother of Jesus before
the second part of the marriage
ceremony, doesn’t that means she
wasn’t properly married, so it is right
to call her an “unmarried mother”?
A No. If Mary had not been - in fact
- married to Joseph, he would not
have thought of “divorcing” her
informally. There was no such thing
as “engagement” as we know it today,
but if they had they been merely
engaged, he could have broken off the
engagement without explanation to
anyone. No need for divorce. When
did you ever hear anyone say “I was
engaged but we’re divorced now?”

From Hilaire Belloc

My dear Gilbert,

A No. Betrothal was a legally
binding first stage in the Jewish
marriage ceremony at that time.
Once the legal matters were taken
care of through the betrothal, the
marriage was considered final: all that
remained was the consummation of
the new relationship in the marital
home. The custom was that the
Bridegroom took his bride to his home
to begin their married life, at the
agreed time.

A Yes. In Genesis 24:67 we read
that Isaac, when he married Rebecca,
simply took her into his tent and "she
became his wife." That is, she entered
into full wifehood when they had
sexual relations, but the legalities
required to validate the marriage had
already taken place when the
marriage betrothal was authorized by
her father, Bethuel and her brother,
Laban. (See Genesis 24:49-54)

A Letter To G.K.
Chesterton
Taken from The Mary Book,
assembed by F.J. Sheed, page 305.
(published by Sheed &Ward, 1950)

Q Mary & Joseph were “betrothed”
according to the Gospels. Does that
mean they were only engaged to be
married?

Q Are there any other examples of
this in the Bible?

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March

“...Joseph, her husband, being a
just man and not willing publicly to
expose her, was minded to put her
away privately. But while he thought
on these things, behold the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in his
sleep, saying: Joseph, son of David,
fear not to take thee Mary, thy wife,
for that which is conceived in her, is
of the Holy Ghost… (Matthew: 1:19-20)
Q Surely, Joseph obviously thought
the worst of Mary or he would not have
thought of divorcing her?
A Perhaps for a short time, he may
have wondered, and this is certainly
what the Church Fathers believed, but
God quickly dispelled his fears by
supernatural means.

That the manifold wisdom of God may be made
known… For this cause,
I bow my knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ…that Christ may
dwell by faith in your
hearts…

I am a man afraid of impulse in boats,
horses and all actions, although driven to
it. I have never written a letter such as I
am writing now, though I have desired to
write some six or seven since I became a
grown man. In the matter we discussed at
Oxford, I have a word to say which is
easier to say on paper than by word of
mouth, or rather, more valuable. All
intellectual process is doubtful, all
inconclusive, save pure deduction, which
is a game if one’s first certitudes are
hypothetical and immensely valuable if
one’s first certitude is fixed, yet remains
wholly dependent on that.
Now if we differed in all main points
I would not write thus, but there are one
or two on which we agree. One is “Vere
passus, immolatus in cruce pro homine.”
[Truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross for
man]. Another is in looking up to our
Dear Lady, the blessed Mother of God.
I recommend to you this, that you
suggest to her a comprehension for
yourself, of what indeed is the permanent
home of the soul. If it is here you will see
it, if it is there you wil see it. She never
fails us. She has never failed me in any
demand.
I have written thus - as I say - and I
beg you to see nothing in it but what I say.
There is no connection the reason can
seize - but so it is. If you say “I want this”
as in your case to know one way or the
other - She will give it to you: as She will
give health or necessary money or success
in a pure love. She is our Blessed Mother.
I have not used my judgment in this
letter. I am inclined to destroy it, but I
shall send it. Don’t answer it. Yours ever,
H. Belloc

To Him be glory unto all generations, world
without end. Amen. (Ephesians 10-21)

My point is: If it is right, She knows.
If it is not right, She knows.
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Faith &
Morality
Matters
Monica, Glasgow, writes…
Recently I came across an article online
which contained quotes from some young
people still attending school who showed
a serious disaffection with the Church.
They were asking what religion
has to do with their lives, why
bother with the Church as it has
nothing to do with the way they
think, and “the Church doesn’t
listen to us anyway.”
My own children are still
Mass-goers but that could
be, perhaps, because we
attend as a family. I’m very worried about
them going along with the crowd and
losing their Faith if they meet with young
people who think like the ones quoted in
the article. Any advice would be very
welcome.

Book Review

Aunt Evangeline replies…

A Catechism of
Christian Doctrine,
Prepared and
Enjoined by Order of
the Third Council of
Baltimore, or simply
the Baltimore
Catechism, is the
official national
catechism for
children in the United
States of America.

Unfortunately,“chickens coming home to
roost” springs to mind; for years now,
Catholic schools have inculcated the false
belief that all doctrine is up for discussion,
that the young have a right to have their
“views” taken into account, that it is a sign
of intelligence to challenge the Church’s
authority. The teachers themselves have
not enjoyed the benefit of a solid Catholic
education, and they are immersed in this
false teaching themselves. It is a classic
case of the blind leading the blind.
I recommend that you use the Baltimore
Catechism at home to help correct the
errors which your children will, without
doubt, be hearing at school, and in your
local parish, although ignorance exists as
much through not hearing doctrine, as it
does through teaching on faith and morals
being misrepresented So, for example,
your children are unlikely to hear correct
teaching about the Church as God’s
chosen means of saving us from Hell, while
they will be told that all religions are paths
to God. You will find that the Baltimore
Catechism,with its simple Q & A format and
cartoons, is an invaluable aid in educating
your children. The text is also available
online at
http://www.baltimore-catechism.com/index.htm

Collected Poems of St Thérèse of
Lisieux
Translated by Alan Bancroft
published by Gracewing, £12.99
ISBN 0-85244-547-4.

Bookworm

I’ve read St Thérèse’s autobiography, The Story of
a Soul, but I don’t think many people know that she
also wrote poems and plays. This book of poems,
therefore, provides a treasure trove of further
insights into the thinking and spirituality of the saint
now popularly known as the “Little Flower”.
In the Foreward, the Very Reverend Canon Francis
J. Ripley writes: “Thérèse’s assertion that because
the Church is the Body of Christ it must have a heart
and a heart burning with love, could well be
described as the heart of these poems. Implicit in
them, too, is her famous definition which opens the
Catechism’s [of the Catholic Church] treatment of
prayer (2558) - ‘For me, prayer is a surge of the
heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, it is
a cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial
and joy.’
Canon Ripley adds: “Her poems add a wonderful
luminosity to all else published. They make this
missionary of spiritual childhood knock at the door
of the heart with an apostolic message that is so
desperately needed in the sophisticated world of our

day [adding] elements of strength, beauty, truth and
love [‘to the message of our little saint’] which must
result in a richly renewed appreciation.”
If anything, the Canon understates the case. The
writings of the Saint in this Collection cannot fail to
move those who have not yet read the
autobiography, to make a point of obtaining a copy,
while those who are familiar with Thérèsian
spirituality will be refreshed and re-imbued with the
depth of her now famous ‘Little Way’
The Translator introduces the Collection by
describing the contents as “love poems” citing Jean
Daujat, author of a book about the saint entitled
Thérèse: la grande amoureuse - Therese: the Great
Lover, which, I think most would agree, sums up
the entire spiritual outlook and practice of the Little
Flower. Her love for God, which filled her soul at the
age of three, permeates every page of her writings,
including the Collected poems, so wonderfully
translated by Alan Bancroft.
Anyone who sees St Thérèse as a sentimental
softie, instead of the woman of steel with a thorough
Catholic soul, would do well to read these beautiful
poems, some of which were written by Thérèse for
other members of her Community, at their request.
Here’s one, an acrostic, written for her sister Marie
to send to Jesuit, Father Almire Pichon, using the
initial letters spelling ‘Almire’. Marie asked for the
poem to be written for the feast day of his name-

saint, during a period when he was a missionary in
Canada.
A well-loved Priest I know, I now am praying for
Love drove him, Lord to preach, Your Sacred Heart
to all
My thoughts are with him - still, upon that foreign
shore;
I beg - it’s time! - In France, Your shepherd to install.
Return their guide and light, Your children now
implore:
Evangelize us, here! This Father, Lord, recall.
It’s all there: love of God,
love of the priesthood, love
of neighbour for the sake of
the neighbour’s salvation.
This Collection is a spiritual
feast.
Highly recommended
reading.

ALAN BANCROFT is a retired lawyer who
was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1929. He
converted to Catholicism at the age of 21 and
loves what G.K. Chesterton called “The
Thing”, meaning that religion, ancient and
firm of base.
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From the
Blog…
Christmasliszt on
Pope Calls For Less
Rigid Church (Again)
I’ve reached the conclusion that it is
entirely reasonable to question whether
Pope Francis is even Catholic, and to
agree with Christopher Ferrara, as he
claims in his latest column, that this
Papacy is a clear and present danger to
the Church…or what’s
left of it. I’ve been
praying
for
his
conversion along with
the Consecration of
Russia. Meanwhile, I
don’t think any of us in the
traditionalist remnant should expect
anything but a rapid downhill
acceleration of the Passion of the
Church, courtesy of the present Pope.
I think he is either another Judas,i.e. the
catalyst for the Passion, or another Saul
of Tarsus – and if the latter, I hope his
itinerary includes a trip to Damascus in
the near future.

Glasgow Parish: Hallowe’en
Party Honours Saints & Angels
One of our readers, a home-schooling mother,
emailed a short report about a wonderful party
which her children enjoyed on 31 October, to
mark Hallowe’en. The event has been held for
the past eleven years in the Immaculate Heart
of Mary parish, Balornock, in an effort to
encourage young people to think about the real
meaning of Hallowe’en, (eve of All Saints).
Instead of following pagan interpretations of
Hallowe’en by dressing as ghosts and ghouls,
the Parish Priest has used the custom of
dressing up to help the young to learn about
the saints and angels. The “saints” attending
included St Patrick, St Peter Damian, St
Elizabeth Anne Seton, and St Philomena, with

members of the heavenly choirs of angels also
thoroughly enjoying the games and fun which
followed the recitation of the Litany of the Saints
and a hymn in the Church before processing to
the hall for the party. Every costume was
superb. In the end, however, there was no real
debate about the winner of the coveted prize
for best costume, a toddler who stole the show
- see photo below, published with kind parental
permission.
We promised to publish advance notice of this
event next year in order to alert parents we’re
hearing about who are keen to attend with their
offspring next time. Stay tuned!

Spudeater on
Paris: Terrorism Vs
Kingship of Christ
Summary of news item as reported by
the BBC:
Bataclan. Eagles of
Death Metal.
Documentary on the
group and their
frontman. Now
withdrawn from
Amsterdam Film Festival.
Documentary Title: The Redemption
of the Devil.
Enough said.
The rules of this blog are simple and few...
Check out our T & C in the About Us section
before signing up...

To sign up for our blog visit
http://catholictruthblog.com/ or, if
you require help, email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Pictured: the two and a half year old winner of the Fancy Dress Angels & Saints Hallowe’en
party, held in Immaculate Heart of Mary parish, Balornock, Glasgow on 31 October, 2015,
dressed as her patron saint, Therese of Lisieux. Prize: a large box of sweets!
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News Round-Up
Making A
Living Out Of
Apostasy

How To Spread
The Apostasy
The Logic
of the New
Evangelisation
in action
in Scotland

The following advertisement appeared in the Scottish Catholic Observer (SCO), 30/10/15:
PASTORAL ASSISTANT
The Parish of the Sacred Heart, Edinburgh, is seeking a full-time Pastoral Assistant (35 hours).
Working with the Parish Priest, the successful candidate’s responsibilities will include the co-ordination and development of sacramental preparation,
youth catechesis, adult education and communications, and supporting volunteers in catechesis and
safeguarding. Salary, £20,000 p.a.
For further information, readers are invited to visit
the parish website at www.sacredheartedinburgh.org
and the closing date is given as 10/11/15.
From the initial advertisement on the website (see
the SCO advert above) a link is provided to the
detailed job description: the main responsibilities of
the Pastoral Assistant [includes]…
The organisation and preparation of couples for
the sacrament of infant Baptism
Supporting the lead catechist on the programme
for children’s Reconciliation, Confirmation and
Eucharist.
Manage incoming parish emails, post and phone
calls.
These advertisements are not particularly unusual,
of course, but we’ve not highlighted the issue before
and it struck us that the fact that the parishioners of
Sacred Heart, Edinburgh will be unable to send a
confidential letter or email to their parish priest might
be something we ought to highlight because it begs
the question, what IS it that the
secular clergy are doing with
their time and parish funds, if
they can afford to pay a generous salary to a lay person to do
what appears to be most of
their pastoral work for them. What are they doing all
day?
And what does this job description say about the
Catholic schools in Edinburgh that, apart from paying Catholic teachers good money to undermine the
Faith of their pupils, the archdiocese is now going to
pay A.N. Other to do precisely the same? What’s
“youth catechesis” and the rest, if not the work
already supposedly taking place in Catholic
schools?

The same edition of the SCO which carries the
advertisement reported in column 1, runs a two page
spread to promote “NET Ministries Scotland” - a
movement imported from the U.S.A. to recruit young
Catholics deemed suitable to be “missionaries”: “We
want to re-ignite the Catholic Faith in Scotland” said
one full-time member of the group adding: “Our hope
and our dream is that every person in Scotland would
know the love of Jesus and know it personally.” 1
Knowing that the young people of Scotland have not
been taught the authentic Catholic religion and are,
therefore, in no position to “re-ignite the Catholic
Faith in Scotland”, the concern is that these “NET”
groups may do more harm than good.
Typical of these evangelism groups, their approach
is very Protestant – separating Christ from His
Church – and this latest NET “ministry” has the very
same Protestant feel about it. Not that the
youngsters will realise that – they haven’t been
taught the Faith themselves, so they cannot possibly
know that they are well and truly NOT going to
“re-ignite the Catholic Faith” but the Modernist
counterfeit version of it.
For NET “missionaries” to take a Protestant “a
relationship with Jesus is all you need” message out
to so-called Catholic schools and parish groups, with
the diocesan stamp of approval, is tantamount to a
deliberate attempt (on the part of the Church
authorities) to lead the lapsed or indifferent young
people even further away from Christ’s Church.
It’s all about “illusion”. The illusion of action, the
illusion of mission, the illusion that we have a body
of youngsters with sufficient knowledge about, and
love for, the Faith to go out and spread it. The reality
is that, sadly, we don’t. Ask any of the NET
“missionaries” for their views on any or all of the hot
potato religious and moral issues of the day (women
priests, divorce and “remarriage”, contraception,
same-sex relationships) and the truth will out.

Of course, maybe A.N. Other - unlike the majority of
so-called Catholic teachers in so-called Catholic
schools - actually adheres to the entirety of Catholic
teaching on Faith and Morals in which case, whoa!
We withdraw our objection. Not likely, though, is it?
A.N. Other wouldn’t get the job if he (or more likely,
she - say nothing) didn’t fit into the “enlightened”
and very “liberal” category of pseudo-Catholic.
We’re curious as to how widespread these appointments might be, so if you have a Pastoral Assistant
in your parish, write or email to let us know.

Footnotes:
1

Casting the Net, Scottish Catholic Observer, 30/10/15

What The Papers Say
The Catholic Times 13/11/15 has a new columnist,
Chris McDonnell, a retired head teacher,who fits in
perfectly with the anti-Catholic ethos of the
publication. Referring to the teaching of the Church
as “current thinking”, Mr McDonnell advertises the
writings of the “liberal” (i.e. unfaithful) secular priest,
Donald Cozzens, who encourages doubt something highlighted as a positive by Mr
McDonnell who seems not to know that it is a sin
against the First Commandment to doubt what God
has revealed: “Voluntary doubt about the faith
disregards or refuses to hold as true what God has
revealed and the Church proposes for belief.
Involuntary doubt refers to hesitation in believing,
difficulty in overcoming objections connected with
the faith, or also anxiety aroused by its obscurity. If
deliberately cultivated doubt can lead to spiritual
blindness.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church # 2088)
Having established that it is a good thing to doubt,
a sign of “adult faith” (whereas it is really a sign of
ignorance and/or stupidity) Mr McDonnell then
quotes The Tablet where the final document of the
so-called Synod on the Family is described as “a
snapshot of a Church in transition” (the headline
chosen by the equally ignorant editor for the piece)
as if Christ had established a workshop instead of
a hierarchical, authoritative Church. Just think of all
those pre-Vatican II years wasted before the arrival
of the Holy Spirit! Shucks!
And we just cannot resist quoting the utterly
ludicrous editorial from the same edition of the
(Anything-But) Catholic Times because it made us
laugh out loud: Kevin Flaherty, laments the lack of
progress of Pope Francis’ “blueprint for the reformed
Church” [of his dreams] by querying whether Pope
Paul VI’s warning that “the smoke of Satan [has]
entered the Vatican” could refer to Pope Francis’
struggle to find acceptance for his “reforms”. Truly,
you couldn’t make this stuff up. What, of course,
Pope Paul VI actually said - as he viewed the
turmoil in the Church after Vatican II, was that:”from
somewhere, the smoke of Satan has entered the
Temple of God” - i.e. the Church, not the Vatican. It
takes some very creative chronology to make Pope
Paul’s words describe Pope Francis’ alleged
attempts to reform the Curia. I doubt if Satan is too
bothered about whether the Curia is operating
smoothly. He’s been far too pre-occupied with
progressing his attacks on the Mass and virtue especially purity - and thinking up ever new ways
of revolutionising the laity. So a resounding thumbs
down to the new columnist at the Catholic Times.
He’s about as Catholic as your local Imam.
The Catholic Herald, 30/10/15: ‘World’s bishops:
let’s act on climate change’… Cardinal Oswald
Gracias of Mumbai quoted at a press conference at
the Vatican, signing an appeal to government
leaders to reach a binding climate agreement at a
summit in Paris” [said] “unless we are careful and
prudent, we are heading for disaster”. It is nothing
short of ludicrous that these bishops should angst
over “the anxiety of all the people, all the Churches
all over the world” in the matter of alleged man-made
climate change, while ignoring the “anxiety” of those
who are abandoning the Catholic Faith for reasons
that have absolutely nothing to do with dubious
scientific theories. There’s a photo included in the
Catholic Herald report; the prelates look foolish, to
put it mildly, photographed signing a meaningless
document to grab a headline. Pathetic.
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Women & Politics…

To Russia, with love…

Don’t worry, Vladimir, I’m not paying any attention
to these people wanting me to say that five minute
prayer to consecrate Russia to Our Lady. We have a
lot of spiritual fruits in the church but we have our
religious nuts, too! LOL! I couldn’t possibly offend
you by doing that, and five minutes is five minutes.
We’re both busy men. To be fair, Our Lady probably
thought it would help when she heard about your
Revolution in 1917… Women don’t really understand
politics, they forget that, with time, it’ll all be sorted
out by the politicians. God will keep her right,
though! LOL!

Pure Nonsense…

Keep calm & preach to the choir
For pity’s sake - now these conservative fundamentalists are
demanding homilies on purity! What is WRONG with these
crackpots? Why are they so rigid in their views? This is the
21st century, for goodness sake. We’ve moved on…
How are we to preach about purity to people who are living
together, who are divorced and remarried, maybe a few times,
poor souls, can’t find happiness, or just youngsters out to
have a good time. Am I really supposed to be spoiling their
enjoyment of Sunday Mass with a lecture on purity?
Heavens! Look at the time! I’m going to be late for the
“separated and divorced Catholics” meeting in the pub… I
think Mr Smith and Mrs Jones are hitting it off. Must dash.
I Don’t want to miss any announcements - I love engagement
parties!

Casting the Net…

Danger of Poisoning the Fish!

We’re just SOoooo excited about our work of speaking to
other young people in Scotland to get them back to church.
We’ll tell them about the great music we have for our youth
Mass - it’s really cool, you just HAVE to keep moving,
dancing, clapping… Everyone’s actively involved - it’s soooo
cool ! Then we’ll tell them that Jesus is wonderful, full of
mercy. He doesn’t care what anyone does as long as they’re nice
- Especially to Jews, Muslims and Hindus. We’ll tell them
that Jesus is very broad-minded, not to worry if they’re
“doing stuff”… I think we’ll get lots of young people back
to church - I mean, what’s not to like ?
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When Irish Eyes Are NOT Smiling
I’ve made the point before that
although we have no claim to sympathy
or concern on the part of anyone else,
Ireland is a perfect, working, ongoing
example of the nuclear destruction
caused by the conciliar revolution. Excuses are still
excuses, and to be quite honest, apart possibly from
the case of the modern education systembrainwashed under 35’s for whom endless reruns
of Father Ted is just about the nearest they get to
“Catholic instruction”, I have no desire to make any
excuses for apostasy, and certainly not for the
“oldies” who are very well represented amongst the
chin in the air, “no priest is going to run my life”,
idiots who are aggressively driving towards
perdition. Original sin, the devil, the flesh, and the
world certainly don’t pass Ireland by, but everyone
is answerable for offences against God and His
Law, written in our hearts.
Maybe no more than anywhere else, people here
are very quick to shed scruples, practice
“independent thinking”, or plain free will, when it
accommodates the desires of their fallen nature.
Well, we know how that worked out for Adam and
Eve. Everything has consequences. “One soul, one
life to save it, and after that Heaven or Hell for all
eternity”, as the much maligned old time
Redemptorists used to teach. Hell? Sure we have
an Archbishop of Dublin who last year, on national
radio, had to be asked three times if he believed in
Hell.

From the editor...
Dear Reader …
"When you hear talk about so-called
'traditionalists', some think that they are a
group with a stubborn and nostalgic
attachment to the past. That is not true. In
fact, here we find ourselves before a
dynamic Christian view of the life of faith
and devotion, shared by so many families
and their children who are attached to
those ancient liturgical and devotional
forms which have accompanied the
Church through centuries of her history
and have formed legions of saints."
Dario Cardinal Castrillon Hoyos, Prefect for
the Congregation of the Clergy, in an
interview for Il Giornale, May 31, 2004

More and more, we are being asked by
fellow Catholics for our views on what is
going on, what is happening, HOW can
this be happening; they
read the latest shocking
remark to fall from the
lips of Pope Francis, or
see his celebrity stunts
where they expected to
see a dignified man,
aware of the sacredness
of his office. They’re
confused.
Yet, when we express our opinion - that
with the introduction of a new Mass, God
withdrew His grace to a greater or lesser
extent - more often than not, they just can’t
(or don’t want to) see it.

A few years ago, a now retired liberal bishop
scandalously said the clerical abuse scandals “gave
permission” to Catholics to give up practicing their
faith. Irish joke it’s not. No, you couldn’t make it up.
Massively illogical and tedious as it is, the “what
about the abuse” line continues to be trotted out,
rehashed, and reheated ad nauseum, ad infinitum,
after well over two decades. It’s the ever reliable
conversation stopper, and used like an ever valid
“don’t give me morality” voucher. If I had a
euro…Well, would the same hedonistic,
materialistic, self-obsessed, neurotic, apostates
favour closing all schools on account of the
misdeeds of some teachers, would they make a
case for anarchy because of a small number of bent
coppers, would they abolish elections because of
corrupt politicians.
As Saint Thomas Aquinas said somewhere, when
people give in to the sins of the flesh, their intellects
become rotten, or words to that effect. Come to
Ireland, anyone, if you have doubts.
Finally, as regards the clergy, there were very clear
warnings. Hamish Fraser published a report on the
ongoing problems in Maynooth seminary in 1973.
Six years later, Patrick Cremin, Professor of Moral
Theology and Canon Law wrote very clearly about
the disintegration of the Church in Ireland.
From Catholic Truth blog, Our Lady of Fatima
Arrives for the Synod, comment posted by Leo,
Dublin, 29/10/15, .
Well, that’s it, folks, that’s our “view” - take
it or leave it. If you wish to preserve the
integrity of your Catholic Faith and if you
wish to protect your children from the rot
of Modernism now embedded at the
highest levels within the Church, you need
to return to the Mass of the saints and
martyrs. Pope Francis
says he really can’t
understand why it is
that young people want
to attend the old rite
Mass and he dismisses
it as a “fad”.
Let’s hope that it is
popes like him who
want to dress up for fun
in public, with a penchant for funny hats,
who are a mere “fad” - in fact, let’s hope it’s
what they call a “passing fad”. For, a pope
who belittles the ancient Mass in this way,
really is a danger to Catholic Faith.

So, folks, I’m running out of ways to say
this, but here we go one more time. If you
want to stick with the illusion of Catholicity,
stay where you are. If you wish to remove
yourself from spiritual danger, then you
must abandon your diocesan parish until
sanity returns, and head for a traditional
Mass. “If we really understood the Mass, we would
die of joy.” Saint Jean Vianney

On Christmas
From a Sermon For Christmas
Day, of Blessed John Henry
Cardinal Newman
[The biblical accounts of the birth of Christ reveal]
that there were certain shepherds keeping watch
over their flock by night, and Angels appeared to
them.
Why should the heavenly hosts appear to
these shepherds? What was it in them which
attracted the attention of the Angels and the Lord
of Angels?
Were these shepherds learned, distinguished
or powerful? Were they especially known for piety
and gifts? Nothing is said to make us think so.
Faith, we may safely say, they had, or some of
them, for to him that hath more shall be given; but
there is nothing to show that they were holier and
more enlightened than other good men of the time,
who waited for the consolation of Israel. Nay, there
is no reason to suppose that they were better than
the common run of men in their circumstances,
simple, and fearing God, but without any great
advances in piety, or any very formed habits of
religion.
Why then were they chosen? For their
poverty's sake and obscurity. Almighty God looks
with a sort of especial love, or (as we may term it)
affection, upon the lowly. Perhaps it is that man, a
fallen, dependent, and destitute creature, is more
in his proper place when he is in lowly
circumstances, and that power and riches, though
unavoidable in the case of some, are unnatural
appendages to man as such. Just as there are
trades and callings which are unbecoming, though
requisite; and while we profit by them, and honour
those the more who engage in them, yet we feel
we are glad that they are not ours; as we feel
grateful and respectful towards a soldiers'
profession, yet do not affect it; so in God's sight
greatness is less acceptable than obscurity. It
becomes us less.
The shepherds, then, were chosen on
account of their lowliness to be the first to hear of
the Lord's nativity, a secret which none of the
princes of this world knew.
And what a contrast is presented to us when
we take into account who were our Lord's
messengers to them! The Angels who excel in
strength, these did His bidding towards the
shepherds. Here the highest and the lowest of
God's rational creatures are brought together. A
set of poor men, engaged in a life of hardship,
exposed at that very time to the cold and darkness
of the night, watching their flocks, with the view of
scaring away beasts of prey or robbers;
they…thinking of nothing but earthly things…
To men so circumstanced the Angel
appeared, to open their minds, and to teach them
not to be downcast and in
bondage because they were
low in the world. He
appeared as if to show them
that God had chosen the
poor in this world to be heirs
of His kingdom, and so to do
honour to their lot. "Fear not,"
he said; "for behold I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord."
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