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O Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee…

The “God of Surprises”
Vs “Rebel Christians”
(Vatican Radio) Christians who say “it’s always
been done that way,” and stop there have hearts
closed to the surprises of the Holy Spirit. They
are idolaters and rebels [who] will never arrive
at the fullness of the truth. (Pope Francis at Mass
on 18/1/16 in the chapel in the Casa Santa Marta.)

Really? Catholics who stick to the traditional Faith,
as we were always taught to do prior to the current
crisis, and refuse to follow the conveniently liberal
“God of Surprises”, are now to be labelled “idolaters
and rebels” who will “never arrive at the fullness of
the truth” – unlike every atheist, agnostic and
peddler of false beliefs who have received the
pontiff’s blessing and assurance of salvation no
matter what they think, say or do in matters of
theology and morality? Really?
Idolaters offend against the First Commandment -
a very serious sin. However, a pope who routinely
praises non-Christian religions, even visiting their
places of worship, with very little, if any, mention of
Christ, would be well advised not to go about the
place accusing anyone else of breaking the First
Commandment. And Pope Francis, recall, didn’t so
much as whisper a protest during the same-sex
“marriage” referendum in once-Catholic Ireland, to
cite but one major example of allowing obstinacy in
grave sin to go uncorrected, while he waxes lyrical
at every opportunity about those Catholics who are
guilty of nothing more than adhering to the Faith of
our Fathers.
And what about the implicit suggestion that the
Church has yet to arrive at “the fullness of truth”
[which will be denied to these obstinate “idolaters
and rebels”]? If this is, indeed, what the Pope
means, then he is contradicting the teaching of the
Magisterium that divine revelation ended with the
death of the last apostle. Even the “liberal” Second
Vatican Council affirmed this truth clearly: “The
Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new and
definitive covenant, will never pass away and we
now await no further new public revelation before
the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ
(see 1 Tim. 6:14 and Tit. 2:13).” 1 (emphasis added).
Pope Francis is constantly talking about “newness”,

about the need to change. His call for change is not,
however, a legitimate and dutiful call for individuals
to change from sin to holiness; but for the Church to
change from being, in his perception, too strict, to
being more easy-going, which is dressed up as
“God’s mercy”. Re-branding the “product” in this way
is what this pontificate is all about.  God help us all.
For, the very nature of the Church, the perfect Bride
of Christ, prohibits such a re-formation, and his own
patron, insists on fidelity to the “true faith”: "[We] beg
all those who wish to serve the Lord God within the
holy, Catholic, and apostolic Church… that all of us
may persevere in the true faith and in penance, for
otherwise no one will be saved." (St. Francis of
Assisi).
Yet, even as our bloggers were discussing the above
calculated insult from Pope Francis describing
“obstinate” Catholics as “idolaters and rebels”,  news
broke of another change, another loosening up of
liturgical discipline, issued by Decree this time,
permitting the inclusion of women in the Maundy
Thursday washing of the feet. Traditionally only
twelve men participated, in memory of Our Lord’s
washing of the feet of the twelve apostles at the Last
Supper. Priests have been breaking this rule for
some time now, and the Pope himself hit the
headlines when he included a Muslim woman in the
ceremony in 2013.2  Issuing a Decree, however,
takes the Pope’s obsession for novelty to a new
level. It sends out an un-mistakeable signal: what
the “God of Surprises” doesn’t achieve, the Pope of
Shocks will deliver.

Editorial Continues on page 16

Footnotes:
1 Vatican II: Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation, Dei Verbum, Pope Paul VI, 1965.
2 Pope washes feet of young Muslim woman prisoner in
unprecedented twist on Maundy Thursday: Pope Francis
continued his gleeful abandonment of tradition by washing
the feet of a young Muslim woman prisoner in an
unprecedented twist on the Holy Thursday tradition.
The Telegraph, 28/3/13

“Far, far from our priests be the love of
novelty.” Pope Saint Pius X
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Conference
in Glasgow
To Restore All

Things In Christ…
Jesus Christ, the same

yesterday, today
and forever

(Heb. 13:8)

Father Linus Clovis
Ordained in 1983 by Pope John Paul II,

Fr Clovis is a priest of the Archdiocese of
Castries, St. Lucia, West Indies.  Having

spent most of his priestly life in education,
he is a leading pro-lifer and spiritual

director for Family Life International and
the Population Research Institute.

Francis:
A Pope For Our Times

Father Robert Mann SCJ
Sacred Heart Fathers, Smithstone House,

Kilwinning, Ayrshire, Scotland

Priest & Mass Today

Peter Mackin
A thirty-something Primary School teacher

from Glasgow, married, father of four

Growing Up In The
Contemporary Church

Celtic Park
Kerrydale Suite

(own entrance and free car park)

On Saturday, 18th June, 2016

Registration
12.00 pm

Tea, coffee, sandwiches may be
purchased between 12-1pm

Tea, coffee, biscuits provided at
afternoon break.

1pm - 6.30 pm

Tickets £10
See p. 9 for more details

If you love Me, you will keep My
Commandments.

(John 14:15)
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Fiddling While Rome Burns:
Vatican II In Retrospect

Martin Blackshaw
The article below was first published in The Angelus in April 2014 and re-printed for

discussion on our blog in November 2014, with kind permission of the Editor. In the light of
our forthcoming Conference (see p.9) we thought it worth publishing once again.

By way of introduction, I wish to declare, with all
faithful Catholics who value their eternal salvation,
my absolute fidelity to the Holy See of Rome and my
unceasing prayers for our Holy Father, Pope Francis.
I make this declaration so that no one may
misconstrue or misrepresent what my duty as a
Catholic now obliges me to write in charity and with
the greatest respect concerning the reigning Pontiff
and his immediate conciliar predecessors.
St. Pius X said at the beginning of the twentieth
century that the main cause of the loss of souls was
religious ignorance, ignorance of the truths of the
faith. Sadly, this ignorance is everywhere in the
Church today and it is getting worse as the decline
in priests and sound Catechetics continues apace.
One of the principal errors to have arisen from this
ignorance in our times is the belief, in thought if not
by open declaration, that the Pope is not just
sometimes infallible but rather at all times
impeccable. Therefore, no matter what the Pope
says or does in the exercise of his ordinary
magisterium it is incumbent upon all to blindly obey
him. A similarly erroneous thought is held with regard
to the bishops.
How far this mistaken belief is from the teaching of
the Church, however, is exemplified by St. Paul in
Galatians II: 11-13, who recounts how he “withstood
Peter to his face because he was to be blamed.”
Commenting on this Scripture passage, St. Thomas
Aquinas writes: “There being an imminent danger to
the Faith, prelates must be questioned, even
publicly, by their subjects. Thus, St. Paul, who was
a subject of St. Peter, questioned him publicly on
account of an imminent danger of scandal in a matter
of Faith...” (Summa Theologiae, IIa IIae, Q. 33, A. 4).

St. Robert Bellarmine concurs with St. Thomas in
this matter and distinguishes for us between
legitimate resistance and forbidden judgment. He
writes: “Just as it is licit to resist the Pontiff who
aggresses the body, it is also licit to resist the one
who aggresses the soul or who disturbs civil order,
or, above all, who attempts to destroy the Church. I
say that it is licit to resist him by not doing what he
orders and preventing his will from being executed;
it is not licit, however, to judge, punish or depose
him, since these are acts proper to a superior.” (De
Romano Pontifice, lib. 2, chap. 29, Opera omnia, Paris:
Pedone Lauriel, 1871, vol. 1, p. 418.

In his Encyclical Letter Pastor Aeternus, Pope Pius
IX gives a certain rule by which the faithful may
gauge the fidelity of Popes to the primary duty of
their sacred office. He writes: “The Holy Spirit has
not been promised to the successors of Peter to
permit them to proclaim new doctrine according to
His revelations, but to keep strictly and to expound
faithfully, with His help, the revelations transmitted
by the Apostles, in other words the Deposit of Faith.”
I now propose by this rule to present a painful insight
into the crisis of faith in the Church today, a crisis
which is the result of fifty years of radical conciliar
alteration of our Catholic religion.
On the election of John XXIII to the Papacy in 1958

the Church was in a very healthy state. Her
seminaries and religious houses were full, vocations
were booming, city parishes each had at least three
priests and three Sunday Masses to meet high
attendance numbers, the foreign missions were
converting millions to the true religion and Anglican
intellectuals were leading an exodus of CofE
affiliates back to Rome.
In addition to this, when the Holy Father spoke the
world listened. Such was the respect commanded
by the Holy See globally that only a very few
non-Catholic men of influence dared to put
themselves in public opposition to the Church’s
moral teaching.
Inside the Church it was unheard of that any
Catholic, clerical or lay, questioned the infallible
teaching of the Magisterium, much less dissent from
it as is so widespread at present, and sound
Catechetics were everywhere forming the souls of
our Catholic children in faith and virtue.
In every part of the world there was unity among
Catholics. They were unified in faith, in doctrine, in
morals, in the Sacraments and by the same ancient
universal liturgy and liturgical language that could
be traced in its essentials all the way back to St.
Peter himself.

Hence it was that when the Second Vatican Council,
the first Pastoral Council in the Church’s history,
commenced, it was pretty much expected that
matters would be settled quickly without serious
alteration to the everyday life of Catholics. How
wrong this assumption was!
At the very first session of the Council, on October
11, 1962, all the documents prepared by the
Preparatory Commissions over a three-year period
for consideration by the Fathers were rejected at the
behest of a liberal faction of theologians, a faction
that was much larger and more organised than
anyone had expected.
Although Pope John had made it clear that the
Council was intended to be purely pastoral in nature,
remaining on a “modest level, not treating of
doctrine,” it soon became evident that others had an
altogether different agenda, a programme to open
the Church entirely to the spirit of a modern world
then on the brink of cultural revolution and rebellion
against God.
What resulted from this “Renewal” experiment was
later described by Cardinal Suenens as “The French
Revolution in the Church.”
It is a great tragedy that so few Catholics were
ill-prepared for the onslaught that was to follow in
the wake of Vatican II. If only more had been familiar,
for example, with the prophetic wisdom expressed
by Pope Gregory XVI in his 1832 Encyclical Mirari
Vos, who wrote: “To use the words of the Fathers
of Trent, it is certain that the Church “was instructed
by Jesus Christ and His Apostles and that all truth
was daily taught it by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit.” Therefore, it is obviously absurd and injurious
to propose a certain “restoration and regeneration”
for her as though necessary for her safety and
growth, as if she could be considered subject to
defect or obscuration or other misfortune. Indeed
these authors of novelties consider that a “foundation
may be laid of a new human institution,” and what
Cyprian detested may come to pass, that what was
a divine thing “may become a human Church...”
Contrast these words of Gregory XVI with this
astonishing declaration of Pope Paul VI in his closing
speech to the Council:
“Profane and secular humanism has shown itself in
its own terrible stature and has in a sense defied the
Council. The religion of God made Man has come
up against the religion of man who makes himself
God… You can be grateful to it (the Council) for this
merit at least, you modern humanists who deny the

Continued on p.4

“The Holy Spirit has not been
promised to the successors of

Peter to permit them to proclaim
new doctrine according to His
revelations, but to keep strictly
and to expound faithfully, with

His help, the revelations
transmitted by the Apostles, in

other words
the Deposit of Faith.”

Pope Pius IX: Pastor Aeternus

As in other ages of Church history, however, all was
not perfect; there were certainly issues within and
without the walls of the Church that afflicted her to
some degree or another. But the Popes were strong
in teaching authority, condemning and proscribing
by various authoritative Encyclicals and Syllabi the
grave errors of the times while re-affirming the divine
truths of the Catholic religion and the indispensability
of membership of the Church for salvation.
Such was the confidence of the faithful in the
reigning Popes and bishops to uphold the Deposit
of Faith, personally as well as in their official
capacities, that very few clergy or laity felt it
necessary to acquaint themselves with past
magisterial teaching, much less with the wisdom of
the great saintly theologians and Doctors of the
Church.

Martin Blackshaw
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transcendence of supreme things, and learn to
recognise our new humanism: we too, we more than
anyone else, subscribe to the cult of man.”
This statement of Paul VI is all the more worrying
when considered together with an earlier action of
the Pontiff, as I shall now relate.
For more than a thousand years up to Vatican II,
newly elected Popes underwent a coronation
ceremony in which a triple crown was placed upon
their heads with the words: “Receive the tiara
adorned with three crowns and know that thou art
father of princes and kings, ruler of the world, vicar
on earth of our Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom is
honour and glory for ever and ever.”
The ceremony was of course primarily supernatural
- the crown and the words of coronation symbolising
the reality of the universal Kingship of Christ and of
the spiritual primacy and authority of the Petrine See
instituted by Him.
Imagine the dismay, then, when, at the end of the
second session of the Council in 1963, Pope Paul
VI descended the steps of the papal throne in St.
Peter’s Basilica and ascended to the altar, on which
he placed and renounced the pontifical tiara as a
gesture of papal rejection of worldly power and
honour.
It was a significant act of misplaced humility which
His Holiness would soon equal in respect to charity
when, in 1969, he supplanted the Church’s ancient
Latin Liturgy with a new Protestant-friendly
vernacular Mass to complement conciliar
ecumenism.
Suddenly, the pre-Council fear expressed by Pope
Pius XII took on prophetic significance: “I am worried
by the Blessed Virgin's messages to Lucy of Fatima.
This persistence of Mary about the dangers which
menace the Church is a divine warning against the
suicide of altering the Faith in her liturgy, her
theology and her soul…I hear all around me
innovators who wish to dismantle the Sacred Chapel,
destroy the universal flame of the Church, reject her
ornaments and make her feel remorse for her
historical past. A day will come when the civilised
world will deny its God, when the Church will doubt
as Peter doubted. She will be tempted to believe that
man has become God.” (Mgr. Roche, Pie XII Devant
L’Histoire, p. 52-53).

Discounting bad will on the part of Paul VI, the
inference from this Pontiff’s ill-judged acts was that
his predecessors throughout the ages had indeed
been, as the Church’s hereditary enemies always
claimed, corrupt men attached to earthly power and
wealth which expressed itself in the pomp and
splendour of meaningless ceremony.
Pope Francis, by similar poor judgment today,
speaks of it as a Church “closed within herself,”
populated with “narcissists,” “Neo Pelagians” and
men of “spiritual worldliness.” It’s almost as if the
Holy Spirit is considered to have been absent from
the Church until Vatican II.
In this respect, it is noteworthy that while the present
Holy Father makes numerous references to Vatican
II and its popes in his lengthy Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium, he omits altogether any
reference to pre-Council magisterial teaching.
Also worthy of note is that each of the conciliar
Popes from John XXIII to John Paul II has had his
process of Beatification and/or Canonisation
accelerated beyond that of the last of the pre-Council

Popes, Pius XII, whose Cause, the late Bishop
Canisius van Lierde assured me during a meeting
in the Vatican in 1992, is long proven and ready.
The most questionable of these hurried Causes is
that of John Paul II which has proceeded from zero
to imminent canonisation in just nine years; and on
the basis of a significantly weakened post-Vatican
II process stripped of Devil’s Advocate and including
only a single controversial miracle that has hardly
stood the test of time.
Likewise in the case of John XXIII, Pope Francis has
dispensed altogether with the required canonisation
miracle on the grounds that his predecessor’s
initiation of the Council is proof enough of his great
sanctity. Worryingly, the Anglican Communion
agrees and has already instituted a feast day for
Pope John.

is free to hold inwardly and outwardly to whatever
religion he chooses.
This is in contrast to the Church’s perennial teaching
on “Religious Tolerance,” which states that the
“dignity” of man depends on his fidelity to truth – as
Our Lord said “the truth will make you free.” There
can be no dignity, then, where truth is compromised
or absent, particularly in religion, for this would be to
accord dignity to error; nullifying both the First
Commandment and the infallible dogma ‘outside the
Church no salvation.’
The dignity of man was lost with the Original Sin
committed by Adam and Eve. It can only be restored
by the grace of the Redemption wrought by Our Lord
Jesus Christ on the Cross. As St. Paul reminds us in
Acts 4:12: “...there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved”.
Consequently, to reject Our Lord and the Church
founded by Him is to reject the only source of man’s
true dignity, the dignity of the redeemed “sons of
God”.
Only those in “invincible ignorance,” says the Church,
those who through no fault on their part are
prevented from explicitly entering the true Church
but who nevertheless belong to her implicitly by
reason of their seeking to do God’s will and keeping
the Commandments written in the hearts of all men,
will have the great mercy of Our Lord extended to
them.
Concerning these souls, the Church allows that they
can be saved in their false religions but not by their
false religions. What conciliar religious liberty does
is turn this teaching on its head so that the exception
becomes the general rule.
Hence the seriousness of Pope Paul’s renunciation
of the Papal tiara representing the universal Kingship
of Christ in favour of a “new humanism” that
recognises the right of all to hold to their false
religions on the basis of the “dignity of the human
person.”
We see the consequences of this grave error today
in those many statements of senior prelates
distancing themselves and the Church from any
intention to convert non-Catholics and non-
Christians. It was also most notably evident in the
unprecedented actions of Pope John Paul II who
kissed the Koran, received on his forehead the mark
of a Hindu deity, participated in Animist rites in Togo
and finally orchestrated those Assisi gatherings of
the world’s religions, during which the Buddhists
worshipped an image of their false god atop a
tabernacle while other pagans ritually slaughtered
chickens on a Catholic altar.
In light of these very grave actions one wonders why
the Christian martyrs chose death rather than burn
a grain of incense before the false “gods of the
Gentiles,” which St. Paul called “demons.” To quote
one senior Church prelate in relation to this incredible
development: “the martyrs sacrificed their lives for
the truth. Now they sacrifice the truth”.
And on the subject of truth, here is a comparison of
pre and post-Vatican II papal quotes demonstrating
that the same Modernist confusion and contradiction
continues under the present Pontiff.
In his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium,
Pope Francis, in keeping with conciliar teaching on
Religious Liberty, writes: “The Synod Fathers spoke
of the importance of respect for religious freedom,
viewed as a fundamental human right. This includes

It is noteworthy that while the
present Holy Father makes

numerous references to Vatican
II and its popes in his lengthy

Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, he omits altogether
any reference to pre-Council

magisterial teaching.
Taken together, these various signs are of great
concern to many of the Catholic faithful who look
beyond human emotion to a candidate’s practice of
heroic virtue, particularly his fidelity to the integrity
of the faith.
For these troubled faithful such hasty proceedings
give the impression that the Church’s traditionally
cautious and solemn processes have been replaced
with something akin to a religious academy awards
system that scores candidates more on their human
popularity than their supernatural qualities.
I emphasise here that I am neither insinuating nor
asserting deliberate bad will on the part of the
conciliar Popes. Rather, I am attempting to
demonstrate that there exists a significant rift in
mindset between the pre-Council Pontiffs and their
post-conciliar successors, the latter representing
that Modernist school of thought so ably dissected
and refuted by St. Pius X in his Encyclical Pascendi
Dominici Gregis.
Sorrowful as it is to admit, Cardinal Suenens was
correct when he stated that Vatican II renewal was
the French Revolution in the Church. Pope Paul VI
had already inferred as much in his closing speech
to the Council when he spoke of “the cult of man.”
Tragically, His Holiness later failed to make the
connection when, in 1975, he lamented that:
“Through some fissure in the walls, the smoke of
Satan has entered the Church and set her on a path
of auto-destruction.”
This “smoke of Satan,” predicted by Our Lady of
Fatima as “a diabolical disorientation,” consists in
the principal liberal tenets of the anti-Catholic French
Revolution - Liberty, Equality and Fraternity -
being adapted to our holy religion post-Council and
promoted as Religious Liberty, Collegial Equality
and Ecumenical Fraternity.
Concerning the most damaging of these principles,
religious liberty, it is asserted that “the dignity of the
human person” is the basis upon which each man



Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 5

Fiddling While Rome Burns: Vatican II In Retrospect, Continued from p.4

Continued on p.6

“the freedom to choose the religion which one judges
to be true and to manifest one’s beliefs in public.”
However, in his Encyclical Quanta Cura of 1864,
Pope Pius IX writes: “…they do not fear to foster that
erroneous opinion, most fatal in its effects on the
Catholic Church and the salvation of souls, called by
Our predecessor, Gregory XVI, an insanity, viz., that
“liberty of conscience and worship is each man’s
personal right, which ought to be legally proclaimed
in every rightly constituted society”…But, while they
rashly affirm this, they do not think and consider that
they are preaching liberty of perdition…”
The same contradiction is found in respect to
Ecumenical Fraternity. In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope
Francis writes: “Commitment to ecumenism
responds to the prayer of the Lord Jesus that “they
may all be one” (Jn 17:21).”
Yet, in his 1928 Encyclical Mortalium Animos, Pope
Pius XI declares:  “When there is question of
fostering unity among Christians, it is easy for many
to be misled by the apparent excellence of the object
to be achieved. Is it not right, they ask, is it not the
obvious duty of all who invoke the name of Christ to
refrain from mutual reproaches and at last to be
united in charity? Dare anyone say that he loves
Christ and yet not strive with all his might to
accomplish the desire of Him who asked His Father
that His disciples might be “one”? (John 17:21)... If
only all Christians were “one,” it is contended, then
they might do so much more to drive out the plague
of irreligion which, with its insidious and far-reaching
advance, is threatening to sap the strength of the
Gospel. In reality, however, these fair and alluring
words cloak a most grave error, subversive of the
foundations of the Catholic religion…”
We have seen this error with our own eyes these
past fifty years since Vatican II in a series of
compromises on the part of Catholic ecumenists that
have not been reciprocated by their Protestant
interlocutors.
Hence, we now have a liturgy and liturgical practices
that mirror very strongly the Protestant meal service,
“subversive of the foundations of the Catholic
religion” to the extent that seminaries and religious
houses everywhere are closing for want of vocations,
millions have abandoned the practice of the faith,
reverence for the Blessed Sacrament is greatly
diminished, the Sacrament of Confession is largely
ignored, as is the Church’s moral teaching, and
children no longer receive even basic Catechetical
formation.
Further, in the name of “dialogue” we have seen
actual interfaith worship with Protestants take root
at every level in the Church, including, sadly, such
unprecedented spectacles as Cardinal Jorge
Bergoglio a few years ago kneeling before 7000
witnesses in Argentina to receive the blessing of
Protestant pastors, and the recent scandal of
Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston “re-affirming” his
Baptism at the hands of a female Pentecostal
Minister.
How opposed these actions are to the teaching of
Gregory XVI, who wrote in Mirari Vos: “…With the
admonition of the Apostle that there is “one Lord,
one faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:5), may those fear
who contrive the notion that the safe harbour of
salvation is open to persons of any religion whatever.
They should consider the testimony of Christ Himself
who said “He that is not with me, is against me” (Luke
11:23), and that they disperse unhappily who do not
gather with Him. Therefore “without a doubt, they will

perish forever, unless they hold the Catholic faith
whole and entire…”
To use the measure of orthodoxy given us by Pope
Benedict XVI, there is, in fact, no “Hermeneutic of
Continuity” between pre and post-conciliar teaching
on Religious Liberty and Ecumenism. That’s why no
Pope or Council prior to Vatican II is ever quoted in
a post-conciliar document or speech in reference to
these innovative doctrines.
Nor is there continuity with the past in respect to
Collegiality. In his Open Letter to Confused
Catholics, Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre explains that
Our Lord instructed individuals, not a collectivity, to
tend His sheep. The Apostles obeyed Our Lord’s
orders, and until the twentieth century it remained
thus. The Pope alone enjoyed supreme power and
jurisdiction over the universal Church, and each
bishop, subject to this Petrine authority, enjoyed full
power within his diocese.

Then the Vatican II document Lumen Gentium
appeared hinting at a new democratic structure of
government, according to which the College of
Bishops together with the Pope exercises supreme
power over the Church in habitual and continual
manner.
It was a novel idea of double supremacy that ran
contrary to the definitions of Vatican Council I and
to Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical Satis Cognitum.
Notwithstanding this contradiction, however, and
largely dismissive of the footnote of correction
attached at the end of the conciliar document in
question, the post-conciliar Church has since
witnessed a universal transformation of National
Bishops’ Conferences from those purely consultative
bodies approved by St. Pius X to decision making
entities operating on the principle of the democratic
vote and ‘majority rule’; whereby the government of
the Pope and that of each bishop in his diocese has
frequently been trumped in practice by pressure from
the presbyterial college.
Hence the universal imposition and extension
against the expressed wishes of the Popes of such
abuses as Communion in the hand and extraordinary
ministers of Holy Communion, the scandal of US
marriage annulments that rose from 700 in 1969 to
more than 50,000 by 1995, the introduction of
doctrinally unsound Catechisms into Holland,
Canada and France without corrections ordered by
the Holy See having been made, etc.
I could quote many such examples, but perhaps the
most revealing proof is the letter of explanation Pope
Benedict XVI felt obliged to issue to the various
Episcopal Conferences in an attempt to soothe a
less than favourable reception of his 2007 Motu
Proprio Summorum Pontificum.

What this letter highlighted was the pressure the
Popes have experienced since the advent of
Collegiality; reducing them to issuing reassurances,
suggestions and advice instead of issuing the orders
needed to get the Church back on the right track,
condemning when necessary, as the Popes have
hitherto done as primary guardians of the deposit of
faith.
Well did Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani once observe
that the only recording in history of Collegiality at
work among the Apostles was when they collectively
abandoned Our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane!
Adding further to the confusion is the teaching of the
new Code of Canon Law (1983) that power resides
in the “people of God.” This tendency towards what
they call bringing the base into sharing the exercise
of power can be found all through present structures
– synod, episcopal conferences, priests’ councils,
pastoral councils, Roman commissions, national
commissions, etc; and there are equivalents in
religious orders.
So now pastoral councils instruct the priests; the
priests’ councils instruct the bishops; the bishops
vote in the conferences and the conferences dictate
to the Pope. In effect, it is authority turned on its
head so that what was once a top down structure of
Church government has become a bottom up
structure of so many contradictory opinions and
methods that it can truly be stated that collegiality
of the magisterium has resulted in paralysis of the
magisterium.
This great tragedy was further compounded when
Pope Benedict XVI “resigned” his Papal office in
2013. Never in the sacred history of the Church has
a Pope “resigned.” Two have abdicated for very
serious reasons, but none has ever resigned.
Resignation is proper to the CEO of a corporate
company, not to the one who sits on the divinely
instituted Chair of Peter. And so now we have the
unprecedented and demeaning spectacle of two
living Popes in the Vatican at the same time, one
reigning and one emeritus, both “inaugurated,” not
crowned, according to the new ceremony introduced
by Pope John Paul II to better reflect the Socialist
norms of the modern world.
For his part, Pope Francis has taken the innovations
even further by recently appointing a Council of eight
Cardinals to assist him with the running of the
Church. His Holiness makes no secret of his
intention to continue down the road of Collegiality
even though it ultimately undermines the supreme
and unique authority of the Vicar of Christ, as we
already see by the Pontiff’s preference to refer to
himself constantly by his lesser title of “Bishop of
Rome.”
So we may say that in just four steps since Vatican
II – i.e., renunciation of the Papal tiara, introduction
of Collegial Equality, more power to the people and
the first ever “resignation” of a Pope – the autocratic
structure of Petrine authority instituted by Our Lord
for His Church has been transformed into a Socialist
democracy by which Papal teaching accrues in
practice to little more than just one amongst many
varied opinions. And why not, since the Popes
themselves no longer preach or write in the clear,
concise and authoritative Petrine tone of their
pre-conciliar predecessors.
On the contrary, Pope Francis’ recent “who am I to
judge” statement to the press in relation to
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Fiddling While Rome Burns: Vatican II In Retrospect, Continued from p.5

homosexuals did more to promote the gay lobby
than that aggressive lobby could have hoped to
achieve itself by decades of campaigning.
Perhaps the faithful will now understand why there
was barely a whimper of protest recently from the
Church’s hierarchy when secular governments
unilaterally moved to impose gay marriage on
society.
Wherever we look in the Church today all we see is
this invasion of the secular, rebellious spirit of the
world; constantly in search of novelty, constantly
“renewing,” constantly chipping away at the last
remnants of the Traditions handed down unaltered
through the generations until Vatican II.
Quite how this “pastoral” Council, declared to be
non-doctrinal and non-infallible, came to impose a
new ecclesiology, a new liturgy, a new Code of
Canon Law, a new Catechism and a new orientation
centred on the “dignity of the human person” rather
than on baptism in Christ through His Church, is a
mystery known only to the Almighty.
God knows, it has been a whirlwind of evolution
which for forty years has sown confusion in the true
Church of Our Lord. It has eroded authority,
suppressed dogmatic teaching, disrupted unity, left
many Catholics bewildered, broken many hearts and
resulted in mass apostasy from the faith. There
simply is no more diplomatic a way to put it.
And now Pope Francis seems to be focusing on
even more radical changes that will see greater
deterioration take place.
All the talk is about the poor, the hungry and the
marginalised, and about pursuing social justice and
global peace through greater “dialogue” with other
“faith traditions.” At no time in Evangelii Gaudium
does the Pontiff make reference to the great Social
Encyclicals of his pre-Vatican II predecessors, such
as Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, or of the fact that
the Church has championed the cause of the poor
and marginalised for two thousand years through
the missions.
It is almost as if His Holiness considers that legacy
to be tainted on account of the traditional theology
underlying it, a theology which identified the worst
poverty of all to be that of the absence of Christ and
His grace from souls, and which condemned and
proscribed interaction with false religions under the
pretext of improving man’s condition on earth.
To be fair to Pope Francis, he does say some very
good things in Evangelii Gaudium that are perfectly
in line with Catholic teaching. But it is this apparent
disdain for the old Church Militant in favour of a kind
of United Nations of inter-religious social work which
is of particular concern.
The Church does not exist on this earth primarily to
feed the poor, clothe the hungry and win justice for
the downtrodden, noble as these corporal works of
mercy are. Rather, the Church exists principally for
the true worship of God and to convert souls to the
Catholic religion that they may be saved for all
eternity.
Hence, this novel idea of a “poorer Church for the
poor,” a Church which follows the Puritan model of
cutting down the great tree of authoritative Catholic
teaching and liturgical majesty for a return to the
simplicity of the mustard seed is an illusion that does
injustice to Christ the King and great harm to souls.
The examples of Sts. Francis of Assisi and Jean
Marie Vianney (the Cure of Ars) should help to

demonstrate what I mean by this. Both of these
saints were renowned for their personal lives of holy
poverty and penitential austerity in imitation of Our
Lord, the poor carpenter of Nazareth. Yet, both
insisted on the most expensive and exquisite
adornments that could be afforded to beautify their
respective parish churches, wherein Christ the King
resided in the Blessed Sacrament.
What these examples of the saints highlight is that
our Catholic religion is first a supernatural religion
instituted for the true worship of God and the
preaching of divine truth both “in season and out of
season,” as St. Paul said, for the salvation of souls.
Any social programme for the betterment of
humanity on earth is by far subordinate to this
principal mission.
Consequently, this post-Vatican II reorientation of
the Church is, with the very greatest respect to
those responsible, a madness exceeding that of
Nero who fiddled while Rome burned.
Surely forty years of devastation of the Catholic
religion together with an exponential increase in
global violence, poverty and immorality is evidence
enough of the futility of trying to adapt the divine
Catholic Faith to the spirit of the world and the “cult
of man”? There can be no spiritual renewal, no
lasting world peace and no global social justice
attained by such a union; much less by a continued
promotion of false Religious Liberty and
Ecumenism, which doctrines equate to mere human
respect denying to our non-Catholic and non-
Christian neighbour the greatest act of charity,
namely, the truth that they must embrace Christ and
His Catholic Church for salvation.
In his Encyclical Quas Primas, Pope Pius XI puts
it this way: “...As long as individuals and States
refuse to submit to the rule of Our Saviour, there
can be no really hopeful prospect of a lasting peace
among nations. Men must look for the peace of
Christ in the Kingdom of Christ… His Church, the
one source of salvation.”

the First Commandment and the infallible dogma
‘outside the Church no salvation?’ Where are these
dangerous novelties condoned anywhere in the two
thousand year teaching of the Popes and Councils,
or by the teaching of the saints? Did not Our Saviour
Himself admonish that “Unless a man be born again
of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God”? (John 3:5).
The faithful have the right and a duty to ask these
questions of the shepherds entrusted by Our Lord
with the care of their souls. Many indeed have asked
but, alas, the response is usually silence or an
unjust command of obedience to the Council.
Since Vatican II was not a Council bearing the
hallmark of the extraordinary magisterium, however,
and since none of these modern novelties have
been imposed formally by the extraordinary
magisterium on the faithful, which would be
impossible in light of two thousand years of contrary
infallible teaching, then troubled and discerning
Catholics, myself included, have chosen to side with
Tradition and reject these destructive innovations.
Yes, for the love of Our Lord, His Holy Church, our
holy Catholic religion and the Petrine See, we follow
St. Paul’s respectful example and “resist Peter to
his face” in these matters of very grave scandal
threatening the faith, following as our method of
resistance the recommendation of St. Vincent of
Lerins. Having fresh in his memory the devastation
wrought in the Church in the 4th century by the Arian
heresy, a devastation so great that St. Jerome felt
constrained to declare “the whole world awoke and
groaned to find itself Arian,” this 5th century saint
proposed the following question and answer for
future generations who might be faced with similar
tragedy: “...But what if some novel contagions try
to infect the whole Church, and not merely a tiny
part of it? Then he (the Catholic) will take care to
cleave to antiquity, which cannot now be led astray
by any deceit of novelty.” (The Vincentian Canon, in
Commonitorium, chap IV, 434, ed. Moxon, Cambridge
Patristic Texts).

Since divine faith is a higher virtue than obedience,
if follows that no man, however exalted, may
legitimately command obedience of Catholics in
matters that endanger their faith. Hence, there can
be no such thing as schism on the part of
subordinates who respectfully refuse the dangerous
religious innovations of their superiors in favour of
the security of antiquity, regardless of hysterical
assertions to the contrary.
Sadly, the same cannot be stated with any
confidence in respect to those who choose
obedience to men above obedience to God. In this
regard, Archbishop Lefebvre lamented after Vatican
II that “Satan’s masterstroke has been to sow
disobedience through obedience.”
I think it fitting to leave the final word to St. Paul as
food for thought: “...Preach the word: be instant in
season, out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in
all patience and doctrine. For there shall be a time
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but,
according to their own desires, they will heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears: And will
indeed turn away their hearing from the truth, but
will be turned unto fables...” (2 Timothy 4:2).

How different this fearless teaching is to post-
Vatican II Religious Liberty which has seen our
Popes address Jewish and Islamic congresses as
fellow “children of Abraham”, believing in the same
one true God as Catholics.”
But how can such statements find justification in Our
Lord’s own testimony, who said: “Abraham saw my
day and was glad...” (John 8:56) And: “...He who
rejects me, rejects the one who sent me”? (Luke
10:16).
Equally at odds with Our Lord’s testimony is this new
conciliar process of sending Vatican greetings to the
representatives of other non-Catholic religions, those
of pagan origin such as Buddhism, Shintoism and
Hinduism, on their various religious feast days as
though they were somehow pleasing to the Holy
Spirit and conducive to holiness and salvation. I have
already highlighted this syncretist mentality as it
manifested itself in the Assisi gatherings organised
by Pope John Paul II.
Again, I ask how any of this is justifiable in light of

Martin Blackshaw works full-time in IT. His
articles on the crisis in the Church have been
published in The Remnant, the Angelus and
the Scottish Catholic Observer.

hen once men recognise, both
in private and in public life, that
Christ is King, society will at last
receive the great blessings of
real liberty, well-ordered
discipline, peace and harmony.
                       Pope Pius XI
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When Irish Eyes Are NOT Smiling
The Catholic Herald (CH), 25/12/15 reported Bishop
Stephen Robson’s [Diocese of Dunkeld] ‘Time for
Reflection’ address to the Scottish Parliament on
Tuesday, 15th December.1

The CH report, however, focused only on one thing:
the Bishop’s exhortation to the Scottish Government
to slow down the pace of cultural change, repeating,
unnecessarily, those parts of his address which dealt
with the pace of change, while omitting the following
reference to God’s law on the [evil] nature of the
changes being imposed:
“May legislators be mindful that for believers, man-
made positive law, such as made in this chamber,
can bind bodies, but not souls. For if, perchance,
positive law is found to be in serious opposition to
God’s Law, or to the natural Law written on human
hearts, then God’s laws will always trump man’s.
This is the first lesson in religious freedom. ‘What
does it profit a man to gain the whole world but to
lose his soul?’” 2

Having noted, then, that the CH report is misleading,
it has to be admitted that  the Bishop did not quite
say what has to be said - the issue is not “religious
freedom” but morality. How, for example, can evil
laws bind our “bodies”? Does he mean that we are
liable to be physically thrown in jail if we offend
against an evil law? Presumably. Like the saints?
Martyrs? So?
Bishop Robson told the Parliament that his father
(90) “has been badly traumatised by many of the
developments in the world around him. Like so many
of the elderly, he is ill at ease with modernity; he has
had enough of drastic change in his life. So sadly,
on his 90th birthday, he said to me: ‘Son, I’m glad
to be on the way out.’”
It brought home to the Bishop, he said, that
countless people [like his father], are in “culture
shock” [which] sociologists tell us is the personal
disorientation a person feels when experiencing a
trauma caused by a clash between unfamiliar
world-views’. In the last decade, cultural change has
arguably been Scottish Society’s greatest challenge.
And it is not so much social changes as such that
are the problem, as rather the increased pace of
those changes – that have left many people, and not
only the elderly, straggling behind. The result is
cultural disorientation.”
Ed: this is very “disoriented” thinking. The social
changes ARE the problem - evil laws ARE the
problem, not the pace of those changes.  The Bishop
seems to be suggesting that, if the government just
slowed down a bit, we could all accept same sex
marriage, abortion and the rest. He adds… “we just
can’t tackle them all at once; we need time to absorb
change, if culture shock is to be avoided.”

In this astonishing address to the Scottish Parlia-
ment, which, a few days prior to Christmas makes
no mention of Christ, Bishop Robson remarks:
“Each one of us constructs our reality from the
building blocks that our parents, families, communi-
ties and society provide us with. [Ed: eh? What does
this mean?] Of course, there are times when our
understanding of reality must be challenged. But

Catholic Herald
Misrepresents Scots Bishop’s Address

To Scottish Parliament
please may you as legislators be compassionate
about the effects of change; not everyone can
absorb it at the same rate. There will always be the
wayfarers, the stragglers and the reluctant and the
downright stubborn: win minds and hearts first rath-
er than coerce by force of law.”

It is only now, almost as a footnote, that the Bishop
makes his comment about God’s law, quoted in
column 1.  Too little, as they say these days, much
too late. For, it is entirely misleading to say, very
clearly, as the Bishop has done, that “countless”
people are “disoriented” merely at the pace of “so-
cial” change, when what is actually happening is
that the Government is imposing, not mere “social
change” but a new morality, where what has hither-
to been recognised as immoral, is now to be treated
as a good, as a “human right”. God got it wrong, in
other words. It is more than entirely misleading to
say that all would be well if only the Government
would take it more slowly, impose this new morality
more slowly, give us all time to absorb it.  That is
much more than entirely misleading; it’s a cop-out.
And the fact that the Catholic Herald chose not to
report that minimal reference to God’s law, sug-
gests that they, too, are comfortable with the new
morality, that they think, like Bishop Robson, that if
the pace of change is just slowed down a bit, we’ll
all live happily ever after. Such is the logic of the
proponents of the new, Alice-in-Wonderland, Scot-
tish Society. Talk about “disorientation”… Talk
about “upside down.”

It’s disappointing that Bishop Robson missed a
golden opportunity to touch consciences on
Tuesday, 15th  December. A stone’s throw from
Christmas Day, and not a mention of Christ in his
“Reflection”. Time, perhaps, for the Bishop to reflect.

Footnotes:
1 Don’t impose change, says bishop, Catholic Herald,
25/12/15
2 Time for Reflection – Bishop Robson at the Scottish
Parliament, published on website of the Diocese of
Dunkeld http://www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/time-for-
reflection-bishop-robson-at-the-scottish-parliament/

The entire [it seems] Diocese of Limerick,
(Bishop Brendan Leahy), is excited about their
forthcoming Synod 2016. The Bishop has
written a booklet entitled Who Leads the
Church - Noticing the Spirit at Work which
is being spread around the Diocese, as
part of the Synod preparation alongside umpteen
meetings and questionnaires which have been
doing the rounds for the past two years ahead of
the event itself. The “Spirit” is being invoked like
there’s no tomorrow, and is mentioned throughout
the Synod website,1 in their videos etc. Always, the
“Spirit” is given a future role. He’s not been around
until Vatican II, as we all know, but even then, He
missed Limerick. So, you can imagine the
excitement. There is naturally a huge expectation
abroad about this Synod, with around 400
delegates - mostly lay people, drawn from “focus
groups, parish meetings, outreach meetings, group
meetings”2 - invited to attend and share their ideas
and practical proposals for the kind of Church they
all want. The Bishop emphasises in his radio
interview that he doesn’t want merely a “wish list”.
Synod 2016 will allow them to discuss the direction
and purpose of the Church and it’s relevance in
today’s society. It is noteworthy, though, that there
is nothing specific on the Synod website as to what,
precisely, the Bishop and delegates hope to
achieve. However, there are a couple of clues,
firstly this, on the Diocesan website, section ‘Being
a Catholic’: Our faith is built upon a person who is
God and human - Jesus Christ - who is the Way,
the Truth and the Life, and who founded the Church
to continue his work in the world. Jesus has our
true story, the story of who we are, where we are
going and how to get there.Christianity is a body
of people who are committed to being Jesus
disciples, and to living our lives according to his
teachings. Our goal is to better the world from the
inside out; working through our hearts and wills and
not laws.
[Ed: this definition of being a Catholic is like a lace
curtain - we can see right through it.]

The second clue as to what plans are afoot for this
latest Synod, comes in the following extract from
the prayer on the Synod website, addressed, of
course, to the “Spirit”:

You desire justice for all:
enable us to uphold the rights of others; do

not allow us to be misled by ignorance
or corrupted by fear or favour.

Notice, they don’t tell the “Spirit” just whose “rights”
they wish help to uphold.  Maybe there’s an uneasy
feeling in the depths of their consciences informing
them that the “Spirit” might not agree with the “right
to sin”. So, the Limerick Synod is one to watch. And
we’ll be watching. Trust me.

Footnotes:
1 www.synod2016.com
2 Radio: Limerick Today, with Joe Nash, Limerick’s
Live95fm. To Listen, visit http://www.live95fm.ie/News-

Scotland Reporter

http://www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/time-for-reflection-bishop-robson-at-the-scottish-parliament/
http://www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/time-for-reflection-bishop-robson-at-the-scottish-parliament/
http://www.synod2016.com
http://www.synod2016.com


Your Letters

The Editor
Catholic Truth,

10 Newton Place
Glasgow, G3 7PR
Tel: 0797 90 53666

Email:
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

N O T I C E S
Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to our
funds following the December edition. We are, as
ever, deeply impressed and touched by your
generosity.
To save postage, we no longer write letters of
acknowledgement for your individual donations
although if you include an email address, Editor
will thank you personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations online.
And, of course, a special word of gratitude  to
our Standing Order donors  because these regular
donations very much help us with

our planning.
Our postage costs are rising
steadily, so be assured that
your continuing generosity
is truly greatly appreciated.

Thank you.

For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My name,
because you belong to Christ:
amen I say to you, he shall not
lose his reward.
                                 (Mark 9:40)

In the Redemptorist Sunday Bulletin (6/12/15) Fr
Denis MacBride states: 'The theme of Mercy is at
the heart of the Gospel and also at the heart of
everything Pope Francis does and says: for many
people throughout the world, he is a living embodi-
ment of the kindness of our merciful God.'
As they say 'a ham a haddie'
Incidentally GK Chesterton stated that those who
reduce the Christian message to one of 'love' ought
really to have been thrown to the lions' For they
eliminate the whole dogmatic basis that underpins
salvation. Yours in the fecht, Iain Colquhoun,
Wales

Re: Monsignor Basil Loftus, please add my name
to the signatories on the Open Letter.
James Callender by email
Chris Judge by email
Ed: please note, the Open Letter was posted some time
ago, and to date no reply has been received from either
the Bishop of Leeds or the Bishop of Aberdeen.  As
promised, though, we will always publish the names of
those who were too late to sign the original Open Letter, in
our newsletter.
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Email List
Due to steeply rising postage
costs, we are asking online readers
to read the newsletter on our
website where it is published in full.
So,if you can, please transfer to our
e-mail list by emailing us at

editor@catholictruthscotland.com

The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every  Vatican Congregation receive this
publication. If it contradicts Catholic teaching, we invite the Hierarchy to correct us in accordance

with their duty under Canon Law # 823

Thank you most sincerely to all readers who sent us Christmas cards, with your good wishes
for the holy and festive season. All much appreciated. To those who sent donations, we
recognise your sacrifice - every pound or euro sent to us, means one less for Santa to spend!
So, we thank you, with genuine gratitude for your support, both moral and financial.  May 2016
bring you every grace and happiness.

N  O T I C E  - a letter with a difference…
The December edition addressed to Fr Martin
Sheehan, Lauragh Presbytery, Lauragh, Killarney,
Eire, was opened, and returned to us with the
following, unsigned, message handwritten on the
front of the envelope: quoting verbatim, lack of
punctuation, mis-spellings in the original, our
anonymous, semi-literate, correspondent wrote:

To let you know Fr Sheehan is no longer with us
in this parish Please dont be wasting Postage and
cross his name of your lists Thank you and God
bless you

Ed: But we didn’t remove Fr Sheehan’s name from
our database, since he hasn’t asked us to do so
personally, and I imagine he won’t take too kindly to
some minion (or perhaps his replacement) opening
his mail and deciding he’s better off without it, so
with the help of another Irish priest we tracked him
down and will send this edition to his new address.
We will send as covering note asking him to let us
know if he wishes to continue to receive the
newsletter. If we don’t get a positive reply to that,
then we’ll presume that whoever wrote the
anonymous note to us, knows him better than the
kind laywoman who asked us to add his name to our
mailing list some years ago.

With souls in the grip of, or struggling with, some of
the seven deadly sins, I can have some sympathy.
However, there is one sin that I find
incomprehensible and unforgivable; heresy or
‘dissidence’ to use the modern euphemism.

The heretic, by denying or attempting to change or
modify age-old established Church teaching,
confuses the whole Church and not just his own
soul. He weakens countless uncertain other souls
as well, a terrible thing to do. The Church has
always regarded heresy as enemy number one.
That great theologian Cardinal Newman, after he
had submitted to God’s Church, had no doubts for
the rest of his life; but some lesser souls that is not
good enough and they must try to soften doctrine.
Jim Allen, Torquay, England

I am afraid that Fr Clifton somewhat mis-remembers
the facts concerning The Three Muskateers.
(Interview: Priest Survivor of Vatican II:  As a Newly
Ordained “liberal” Priest I welcomed Vatican II…
Dominie Stemp, Issue No. 90, October, 2015)*
All the lamatory fiction of the Alexandres Dumes
[father and son] were on the Index, along with the
younger Dumas’ treatise favouring divorce,
irrespective of whether they featured duelling or not.
The reason was that they were Bonapartists whose
works were shot through with anti-clerical and
anti-royalist propaganda, as is readily apparent from
the book in question which depicts a great
statesman and prelate as a scheming villain and has
given generations of readers to believe calumnies
against the person of the Queen, the great regent,
who governed France through her son’s infancy, as
untrue as they were ungallant.
The grave danger with bad historical fiction lies
precisely in its ability to poison the mind against the
historical truth, creating an unshakeable impression
that no amount of effort on the part of genuine
historians can ever shift [because] more people will
read the fiction/see the adaptation for stage and
screen than will read the facts. H.J. Law-
Thompson, York, England
* To ensure that you letters makes it into print, readers
are asked to please take time to cite the context - give the
Issue No. or the month and year, at least, of the edition to
which your letter refers. Thank you - Ed.

Great work! And a very happy and successful year
for The Cause - souls, the Faith - in 2016.
A Priest, Ireland

Wishing all at CT a very happy New Year… Many
thanks for sending me Catholic Truth during 2015.
Ann Campbell, Co. Monaghan, Ireland

[I recommend] Newman’s Essay on the
Development of Doctrine. Newman testified that
having read the first few centuries of Church history,
he ceased to be a Protestant. These early centuries
(Councils of Nicea, Ephesus, Chalcedon and
aftermath) bring into focus the modern notion of
“liberalism and conservatism in the Church [and
show that] it is a dangerous mindset to bring such
political labels into the Church… John Baxter,
Manchester, England

Note: another Irish reader wrote to tell us about
Hosts for sale in a Catholic outlet in Limerick, but
these were unconsecrated Hosts, which are usually
made by Religious to earn their living, and sold to
parishes. No cause for concern - Ed.

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Conference
To Restore All Things In Christ…

Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever
(Heb. 13:8)

Father Linus Clovis
Ordained in 1983 by Pope John Paul II, Fr Clovis is a priest of the

Archdiocese of Castries, St. Lucia, West Indies.  Having spent most of his
priestly life in education, he is a leading pro-lifer and spiritual director for

Family Life International and the Population Research Institute.

Francis: A Pope For Our Times

Father Robert Mann SCJ
Sacred Heart Fathers, Smithstone House,

Kilwinning, Ayrshire, Scotland

Priest & Mass Today

Peter Mackin
A thirty-something Primary School Teacher from Glasgow,

married, father of four.

Growing Up
In The Contemporary Church

Celtic Park
Kerrydale Suite

Glasgow, G40 3RE
(own entrance and free car park)
On Saturday, 18th June, 2016

Registration
12.00 pm

Tea, coffee, sandwiches may be purchased between 12-1 pm.
Tea, coffee, biscuits provided at afternoon break.

1 pm  - 6.30 pm
(includes questions to speakers)

Tickets £10 *
*£30 if you wish to include booking for 3-course dinner (carvery) for one adult

after the conference, 7 pm. Vegetarian option available.
Note: adult meal, £20, children’s meal £10 per head so please write cheque

according to the number of adults/children staying for meal. We cannot accept
cards or Paypal - payment by cheque/bank transfer only - bank details provided

on request.  Ticket & dinner booking must be made prior to the Conference

Please make cheques payable to
Catholic Truth

10 Newton Place, Glasgow, G3 7PR
Tickets & directions will be sent on receipt of booking.

It is an error to believe that
Christ did not teach a determined
body of doctrine applicable to all
times and to all men...

Pope St. Pius X

The nature of the Catholic faith
is such that
nothing can be
added to it,
nothing taken
away.
Either it is held
in its entirety
or it is rejected

totally. This is the Catholic faith
which, unless a man believes
faithfully and firmly, he cannot
be saved.

Pope Benedict XV

“It is always simple to fall;
there are an infinity of angles at
which one falls, only one at
which one stands.

To have fallen into any one of
the fads from Gnosticism to
Christian Science would indeed
have been obvious and tame.
But to have avoided them all has
been one whirling adventure;
and in my vision the heavenly
chariot flies thundering through
the ages, the dull heresies
sprawling and prostrate, the
wild truth reeling but erect.”

 G.K. Chesterton
Orthodoxy



Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 MarchPope St Piux X -

Oath Against Modernism
Given by His Holiness, St Pius X,

1st September, 1910
Pope Paul VI abolished the Oath Against Modernism, in 1967
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To be sworn to by all clergy, pastors,
confessors, preachers, religious
superiors, and professors in
philosophical-theological seminaries.

same meaning and always in the same purport.
Therefore, I entirely reject the heretical
misrepresentation that dogmas evolve and
change from one meaning to another different
from the one which the Church held previously.
I also condemn every error according to which,
in place of the divine deposit which has been
given to the spouse of Christ to be carefully
guarded by her, there is put a philosophical
figment or product of a human conscience that
has gradually been developed by human effort
and will continue to develop indefinitely.
Fifthly, I hold with certainty and sincerely
confess that faith is not a blind sentiment of
religion welling up from the depths of the
subconscious under the impulse of the heart
and the motion of a will trained to morality; but
faith is a genuine assent of the intellect to truth
received by hearing from an external source.
By this assent, because of the authority of the
supremely truthful God, we believe to be true
that which has been revealed and attested to
by a personal God, our creator and lord.
Furthermore, with due reverence, I submit and
adhere with my whole heart to the
condemnations, declarations, and all the
prescripts contained in the encyclical Pascendi
and in the decree Lamentabili, especially those
concerning what is known as the history of
dogmas.
I also reject the error of those who say that the
faith held by the Church can contradict history,
and that Catholic dogmas, in the sense in which
they are now understood, are irreconcilable
with a more realistic view of the origins of the
Christian religion.
I also condemn and reject the opinion of those
who say that a well-educated Christian
assumes a dual personality - that of a believer
and at the same time of a historian, as if it were
permissible for a historian to hold things that
contradict the faith of the believer, or to
establish premises which, provided there be no
direct denial of dogmas, would lead to the
conclusion that dogmas are either false or
doubtful.
Likewise, I reject that method of judging and
interpreting Sacred Scripture which, departing
from the tradition of the Church, the analogy of

faith, and the norms of the Apostolic See,
embraces the misrepresentations of the
rationalists and with no prudence or restraint
adopts textual criticism as the one and
supreme norm.
Furthermore, I reject the opinion of those who
hold that a professor lecturing or writing on a
historico-theological subject should first put
aside any preconceived opinion about the
supernatural origin of Catholic tradition or
about the divine promise of help to preserve
all revealed truth forever; and that they should
then interpret the writings of each of the
Fathers solely by scientific principles,
excluding all sacred authority, and with the
same liberty of judgment that is common in the
investigation of all ordinary historical
documents.
Finally, I declare that I am completely opposed
to the error of the modernists who hold that
there is nothing divine in sacred tradition; or
what is far worse, say that there is, but in a
pantheistic sense, with the result that there
would remain nothing but this plain simple fact
- one to be put on a par with the ordinary facts
of history - the fact, namely, that a group of
men by their own labour, skill, and talent have
continued through subsequent ages a school
begun by Christ and his apostles.
I firmly hold, then, and shall hold to my dying
breath, the belief of the Fathers in the charism
of truth, which certainly is, was, and always will
be in the succession of the episcopacy from
the apostles. The purpose of this is, then, not
that dogma may be tailored according to what
seems better and more suited to the culture of
each age; rather, that the absolute and
immutable truth preached by the apostles from
the beginning may never be believed to be
different, may never be understood in any
other way.

I promise that I shall keep
all these articles faithfully,
entirely, and sincerely, and
guard them inviolate, in no
way deviating from them in
teaching or in any way in

word or in writing. Thus I promise, this I swear,

I . . . . firmly embrace and accept each and
every definition that has been set forth and
declared by the unerring teaching authority of
the Church, especially those principal truths
which are directly opposed to the errors of this
day.
And first of all, I profess that God, the origin
and end of all things, can be known with
certainty by the natural light of reason from the
created world (see Rom. 1:19), that is, from the
visible works of creation, as a cause from its
effects, and that, therefore, his existence can
also be demonstrated:
Secondly, I accept and acknowledge the
external proofs of revelation, that is, divine acts
and especially miracles and prophecies as the
surest signs of the divine origin of the Christian
religion and I hold that these same proofs are
well adapted to the understanding of all eras
and all men, even of this time.
Thirdly, I believe with equally firm faith that the
Church, the guardian and teacher of the
revealed word, was personally instituted by the
real and historical Christ when he lived among
us, and that the Church was built upon Peter,
the prince of the apostolic hierarchy, and his
successors for the duration of time.
Fourthly, I sincerely hold that the doctrine of
faith was handed down to us from the apostles
through the orthodox Fathers in exactly the

Pope St Pius X
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The Oath Against Modernism was abolished two
years after the close of the Second Vatican Council,
yet the men who took the Oath at ordination are still
bound by it. Those who swore this sacred Oath and
then promoted the modern program of Vatican II,
including the Council’s new ecumenism and religious
liberty, have shown themselves unfaithful to the Oath
they swore solemnly before God.
It is hard to see how a person who holds to the
counter-syllabus of Vatican II can claim to have kept
the Faith “in exactly the same meaning and always
in the same explanation” as the Church always held.
It is hard to see how someone who accepts the
Council’s new program of ecumenism and religious
liberty can claim to have “guarded inviolate”, and “in
no way deviated” from the clear teachings of the
pre-Vatican II Popes regarding true Christian Unity
and the Social Kingship of Christ.
Both Cardinal Ratzinger and Yves Congar stated
openly, as if it’s something to be proud of, that
Vatican II is a counter-syllabus – that it says the
opposite of key teachings from pre-Vatican II Popes.
The spirit of infidelity to traditional Catholic doctrine,
the lust towards change and novelty that Pius X’s
anti-Modernist measures condemned, and the
violation of a Sacred Oath against God by highly-
placed Churchmen, is the true legacy of the Second
Vatican Council and its [consequent] reforms.
Pius pledged in his inaugural Encyclical E Supremi
that the program of his Pontificate would be to
“restore all things in Christ”. Pius was as good as
his word, as is evident when in 1907 the battle
against Modernism was joined.
The “Synthesis of All Heresies”
Pope Saint Pius X launched his attack against
Modernism with the Syllabus of Errors, Lamentabile
sane exitu, issued on July 4, 1907. Here Pius X
condemned Modernism’s principal errors listed as
65 “Condemned Propositions”.
Five months later, on December 8, 1907, Pius issued
the blockbuster encyclical Pascendi. This masterful
text unmasked Modernists; it exposed their
seemingly elusive and impenetrable doctrine.
Saint Pius X explained the heresy so completely that
the Modernists themselves would tell their initiates
that if they wanted to fully understand the Modernist
system, read Pascendi.  A key tenet of Modernism
is the belief in at least some transformation of the
Church’s dogmatic message over the course of the
centuries. Religion must change for the sake of
changing times. There is always an “evolution of
dogma”, a continuous aggiornamento (continuous
updating). Pius knew that the deadly system of
Modernism destroyed not only all idea of religion but
all idea of truth. He also knew, as he said in the
opening of his Encyclical against Modernism, that
his first duty was to protect the integrity of the
Catholic Faith.
Here Pius stated that one of the “primary obligations
assigned by Christ to the office divinely committed

The Oath Against Modernism Abolished
John Vennari

Edited version of article entitled The Oath Against Modernism Betrayed,
originally published on the website of Catholic Family News, 03/09/15

http://www.cfnews.org

Pope St Pius X

I  accept with sincere belief,
the doctrine of faith as

handed down [from] the
Apostles, always in the same

sense and with
the same meaning.

Oath Against Modernism

to Us of feeding the Lord’s flock is that of guarding
with the greatest vigilance the deposit of the faith
delivered to the saints, rejecting the profane
novelties of words and the gainsay of knowledge
falsely so called”.
He explains that in the face of this Modernist heresy,
“We may no longer keep silence, lest We should
seem to fail in Our most sacred duty ”
In Pascendi, he laid bare the doctrine of Modernists,
and also explained Modernism’s causes: pride,
curiosity and ignorance. In the same encyclical, Pius
established effective remedies to Modernism, which
gave teeth to the document. For seminarians and all
theological students, he ordered firm adherence to
the philosophy and theology of Saint Thomas
Aquinas. “We will and strictly order” said Pius X in
Pascendi, “that scholasticism be made the basis of
sacred sciences”. Thomism is the remedy to
Modernism.
Pius then ordered the bishops to implement the
following:
• the exclusion from seminaries and universities of
all directors and professors “found in any way
imbued with Modernism”;
• episcopal vigilance over all publications to detect
any taint of Modernism in them, and to allow no
books infected with Modernism sold in Catholic
bookstores;
• the establishment in each diocese of “Vigilance
Committees” composed of priests chosen by the
bishops, who are to be on the watch for any evidence
of Modernist tendencies.
Pope Saint Pius X [seemed] to prophesy the
[updating] that would follow the Second Vatican
Council.
As noted, Pius did not simply write nice words, he
backed them with effective action. In his  Motu
Proprio Sacrocrum Antistitum [which] contained the
famous Oath Against Modernism, Pius X orders:
• all seminary teachers must first present the
teachings to the bishop to ensure that the courses
contain nothing contrary to sound Catholic doctrine;
• if the courses are found tainted with Modernism,
the professor is to be immediately dismissed;
• all seminary teachers must make the Tridentine
Profession of Faith;
• all seminary teachers take the Oath Against
Modernism, and sign the Oath in his own name.
This Oath Against Modernism should be taken every
year at the beginning of the academic term.

Pope Paul VI abolished the Oath Against
Modernism, in July of 1967

The abolition of the Oath Against Modernism was an
act that Bishop Rudolph Graber described as “in-
comprehensible”. Yet in a way, it is not difficult to
understand. The Oath Against Modernism was
scrapped because it is, in the words of Msgr. Fenton,
“not in accord with the taste of liberal Catholics”.

And it was liberal Catholicism that triumphed at
Vatican II.
Marcel Prelot, a senator of the Dobbs region of
France, rejoiced after the Council: “We had
struggled for a century and a half to bring our
opinions to prevail within the Church and had not
succeeded. Finally there came Vatican II and we
triumphed. From then on, the propositions and
principles of liberal Catholicism have been
definitively and officially accepted by Holy Church.”
Modernism is one of the main components of liberal
Catholicism. In fact, a total disregard for the anti-
Modernist efforts of Pope St. Pius X is now the norm
in the post-Conciliar Church. It has come to the point
where priests such as Father Donald Cozzens,
author of the pro-homosexual book The Changing
Face of the Catholic Priesthood, openly denigrates
the Oath Against Modernism. This happened in an
October 24, 2002 National Public Radio interview,
during which the Oath was briefly discussed. Father
Cozzens, speaking of himself and his confreres, said
on the air: “We compromised and we signed the
Oath. We who were to be preachers of the truth,
men who were to be trusted, men whose word was
all-important, we began our priesthood with an Oath
that we really didn’t believe.”
This is frightful contempt for the Second
Commandment, a complete disregard for a solemn
Oath taken before God. Yet priests such as Father
Cozzens who publicly mock their sacred oath
receive no disciplinary censure from their bishops.

The Oath Against Modernism was
abolished two years after the close of

the Second Vatican Council, yet the men
who took the Oath at ordination are still

bound by it. Those who swore this
sacred Oath and then promoted the

modern program of Vatican II, including
the Council’s new ecumenism and

religious liberty, have shown
themselves unfaithful to the Oath they

swore solemnly before God.

The above article was originally published in the
September 2010 issue of Catholic Family News to mark
the 100th Anniversary of the Oath Against Modernism.
All sources/references given in the original, at
www.cfnews.org

http://www.cfnews.org/page88/files/59aa93f4d2f6c0f4599cfb2e19519a69-438.html
http://www.cfnews.org/page88/files/59aa93f4d2f6c0f4599cfb2e19519a69-438.html


From the Blog…

RCA Victor on
Scots Bishops Favour
Atheist Schools
Here is some equivalent logic: medical schools
should train doctors to make people sick. Law
schools should train lawyers to break the law
(hmmm, come to think of ). Vocational schools (e.g.
plumbers, electricians, carpenters) should train
their students to become utterly incompetent at
their vocations. Architecture programs should train

their students to design
buildings that will collapse.
Agricultural programs should
train farmers to grow crops
that will never bear fruit. The
military should train soldiers to
run and hide at the first sign of

combat.

To sign up for our blog visit
http://catholictruthblog.com/ or, if
you require help,  email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

The rules of this blog are simple and few...

Check out our T & C in the About Us section
before signing up...
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[I] readily acknowledge that
we have had some of the
most terrible popes in history
in the latter half of the 20th
century and – so far – the 21st
century. I don’t deny they
were popes. I wish I could,
though.

The present incumbent is the worst possible I could
imagine in my wildest dreams, but unfortunately he
is still the pope.

Therese on
Who’s Afraid of
Sedevacantism?

Andrew Fitz on
2016: Year of Religious
Indifferentism? [See
‘Christiana’ - previous footnote]

As someone with Catholic
sympathies, but who is not Christian,
I am genuinely asking for advice on
where to find true Christianity. The
last scene in the video is suggesting

that all religions are the same. If this is coming
directly from the Vatican, then why should anyone
bother with Christ? People might as well be atheists
as long as they believe in “love”.This sounds to me
like the Catholic Church is heading down the same
secular path as the church of Scotland and the
Anglicans etc. As I said, I am not Christian, but am
interested in Christianity. I am not enamoured of
atheism as it breaks down into logical incoherence,
I find it ultimately dehumanising and that it literally
offers nothing as a way to live. How would any of the
contributors here respond to someone like myself
who is looking for something more than the secular
world offers and who is sick of the continuing
secularisation of Scotland, and the continuing
capitulation of all the Churches in Scotland to the
secular world and to Islam? This is a genuine
question, and I would appreciate any comments.
[Ed: several bloggers responded, helpfully, to
Andrew’s comment]

Well clearly it is ok to go off and be
a Buddhist or a Hindu, there is no
difference as long as we all feel the
Lurve! What on earth do they think
is going on, if they think at all in the

Vatican these days…

Christiana on
2016: Year of Religious
Indifferentism?
[Ed: this discussion focused on the Pope’s video, on
Vatican website, explaining his prayer intention for
January 2016, that more dialogue among “believers”
(whom he describes as being all “children of God”)
will bring peace to the world. See column 3 opposite.]

Westminster Fly  on
From Trans-Gender To
Trans-Species
Instead of helping these people to get the correct
spiritual and psychiatric help, they are being
encouraged to fulfil their bizarre fantasies, with awful

consequences for themselves and
society. The suicide rate among
those who have so-called ‘sex
changes’ is far higher than the
average.
Also, while many call for ‘tolerance’

for those who undergo surgery in order to imitate
members of the opposite sex, there is great
intolerance towards people who have undergone
such surgery and then publicly repented of it. Walt
Heyer is one such example. Once a darling of the
‘LGBT’ movement, they soon turned on him when
he became a Christian and renounced his ‘sex-
change’. He now helps other people who have this
problem and has two sites
http://www.sexchangeregret.com
http://www.tradingmysorrows.com

Tecumseh…commenting on
video clips of people who
wanted to live as animals
(penguin/dog)…

My wife says I’m a pig…… hard not
to agree with her sometimes…!

On January 6, 2016, on the Feast of the Epiphany
of our Lord, the Vatican broadcast a video in
seven languages in which Pope Francis asks
viewers to pray for interreligious dialogue,
declaring that “Many think in different ways, feel
things differently” and that “in this spectrum of
religions, we have only one certitude for all: we
are all children of God.” Now this video shows
several representatives of different religions—
some of them total strangers to Baptism, which
alone can make us children of God—say one after
the other: “I have confidence in Buddha,” “I believe
in God,” “I believe in Jesus Christ,” or again, “I
believe in God, Allah,” and then declaring, in front
of the camera, “I believe in love.” Then four hands
appear holding the Infant Jesus, a Buddha, a
Jewish menorah (seven branched candlestick)
and a Muslim tasbih (prayer beads).

Pope Francis:
Vatican Audiences

Dwindling

In an interview granted to Famille chrétienne
(Christian Family) on December 28, 2015,
Archbishop André-Joseph Léonard, former
Archbishop of Brussels (Belgium), returning from
the recent Synod on the Family, deplored “the fact
that ambiguity was cultivated on the most sensitive
points,” and he revealed: “some bishops have told
me that the texts had been deliberately composed
in an ambiguous way, so as to make it possible to
interpret them in different ways.”

For the 100th weekly audience of the pope, on
August 26, 2015, the official statistics released by
the Prefecture of the Papal Household show an
inexorable erosion of the number of faithful:
1,548,500 were present at the thirty audiences of
2013; 1,199,000 present at the forty-three
audiences of 2014; 400,100 present at the twenty-
seven audiences of 2015. This means that the
average number of persons present at each
audience is as follows: 51,617 in 2013; 27,883 in
2014; and 14,818 in 2015. In other words, each year
attendance of the faithful on Saint Peter’s Square
diminished by half compared with the preceding
year. And the Jubilee that commenced in early
December has failed to apply the brakes to this
constant decline.

This is why some Vaticanists are beginning to say
and to write that the present doctrinal confusion
does not just sow trouble in minds, it empties the
auditorium. With an unsettling regularity.
(Confusion Increasing, Audience Dwindling,
Father Alain Lorans, Dici, official organ of SSPX
online)

http://catholictruthblog.com/
mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com


News Round-Up What The Papers Say
Flourish, the official organ of the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, published monthly, carried an article in
the December 2015 edition, marking the 25th

anniversary of Action of Churches Together in
Scotland (ACTS)  in which Archbishop Tartaglia
(Glasgow) is reported as “leading the [ecumenical]
service” of celebration in St Andrew’s Cathedral on
14th November.
The Archbishop reportedly “expressed gratitude for
the work of ACTS in facilitating the search for unity
and hope that ‘one day we are visibly united in
Christ.’”
Just in case any young Catholic were present, this
was not an opportunity to be missed so, to add
chaos to their already endemic confusion, a female
minister had to be included. Up steps “Very Rev” Dr
Sheilagh Kesting, Ecumenical Officer for the Church
of Scotland, waxing lyrical on “visions and dreams”
since the inauguration of ACTS. One woman’s
visions and dreams, of course, are another woman’s
nightmares.
However, the star of the day has to be Rev. John
Chalmers, Church of Scotland Moderator, who
praised Pope Francis for his denunciation of
“conservatism and fundamentalism, in the
restoration of obsolete practices.”  He continued:
“Such a call” [from the Pope to, effectively,chuck out
Catholic Tradition] “should give Christians across
Scotland renewed confidence to work together.”  In
short, Catholicism is no threat any more so get on
with the new ecumenical religion. If Archbishop
Tartaglia said anything to correct this attack on the
Faith, then the author of the Flourish piece didn’t tell
us.

The Catholic Herald publishes a sidebar headed
“The week in quotations” and these are often
comical, but not intentionally so.  Here’s a couple
from the edition dated 8/1/16, with our responses:
Pope Francis
“I thought that a good resolution for the New Year
would be to pray a little more.”
Reply:
Perhaps add “and stop talking to journalists and
atheists”.
Bishop Declan Lang
“It is important that we, as bishops from the western
world, stand with those Christians who believe they
have been forgotten.”
Reply:
Like so-called “traditional Catholics”?

Catholic and secular newspapers alike report the
appointment of a new Bishop of Argyll & the Isles.
Mgr McGee (50) is currently Vicar General of the
Diocese of Paisley and  parish priest of Holy Family
Parish in Port Glasgow. He is widely quoted:
 "It was very humbling, and indeed frightening, to be
informed by the Papal Nuncio that Pope Francis had
nominated me to be the new bishop of the diocese
of Argyll and the Isles…”
“Frightening” doesn’t begin to describe how we feel
on hearing of new episcopal appointments, but,
whatever, things are so bad now that we really can’t
blame Argyll & the Isles if things get much worse.
We send the Bishop-Elect our best wishes, and a
promise of prayers from the Team and readership
of Catholic Truth. How frightening is that?

Cathedral
Costs…

£3 million to build
Social Centre
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Northampton Cathedral is minus a facility for
socialising and the powers-that-be have decided this
ought to be remedied. Apparently, the idea came
about from the funeral Mass for Bishop Peter
Doyle’s father R.I.P. which was held at Portsmouth
Cathedral some time ago. Those who attended were
impressed with the facilities at Portsmouth and so
the question was raised: ‘…why don’t we have
something similar at Northampton?’
The Bishop decided on two parishes where the
faithful ‘have displayed a particular zeal for matters
parochial’;   people in those parishes will attend
presentations and be invited to assist in the essential
fund-raising.
An Architect has already been appointed and plans
drawn up. Those involved in the fund-raising are to
be shown a ‘virtual tour’ of the new facility. It’s
expected to cost  £3.2 million. There are also plans
for a makeover for the Cathedral itself, ‘if sufficient
funding is raised’.
Of course, raising the funds may not be quite as
simple as raising the issue, but, be that as it may,
by almost any standards imaginable, paying over
three million pounds for a place in which to socialise,
to down a cup of tea and munch a biscuit, seems
excessive. For the Bishop to want to spend that
amount of money, especially during a period of
economic hardship for just about everyone except
the millionaires in the Westminster government1
goes right against the “simplicity” exhortations of
Pope Francis: Pope Francis said Mass in the chapel
of the Santa Marta residence on Tuesday morning.
In remarks following the readings of the day, the
Holy Father focused on the simplicity of the Christian
life and the Gospel’s call to radical simplicity in life
and action.2

Even if, as one source opined, the centre might cater
for events such as weddings, funerals etc. there is
still no excuse for spending that amount of money
on a social facility attached to any Catholic church
or cathedral - buildings which are meant to give glory
to God not provide a pleasant place for the
congregation to blether over a coffee.  Spending
what many would consider to be an obscene amount
of money on such a project, is, to say the least,
ridiculous. Hint: perhaps if a shocked member of the
Diocese, informed Pope Francis, he might act to
prevent such a scandal. Or at least mention it next
time he’s on a plane talking to journalists.

Footnotes:
1 Exclusive: Cabinet is worth £70 million: David Cameron
is worth almost £4 million according to a new analysis
that estimates the combined wealth of the Cabinet at
nearly £70 million, The Telegraph, 27/5/12.
2 Pope Francis at Mass: Christian life simple, radical,
Vatican Radio, 23/9.14

Lent:
40 Days For Life
Vigil in Glasgow

From February 10 to March 20, Glaswegians will
take part in 40 Days for Life … a groundbreaking,
coordinated international mobilization. The
organisers say: “We pray that, with God’s help, this
will mark the beginning of the end of abortion in our
city — and beyond.”

There has been a vicious reaction to this initiative
in the Scottish press, yet it is billed as comprising
(1) prayer and fasting, (2) peaceful vigil and (3)
community outreach. We at Catholic Truth are
never sure what is meant by “outreach” but there is
no intimidation or violence on the agenda – that’s a
given. In fact, all participants are asked to sign a
Statement of Peace promising to act at all times in
a Christ like manner.
The event will take place outside of   the Queen
Elizabeth University Hospital (formerly the old
Southern General Hospital ) across the road from
the Hardgate Road entrance over the 40 days from
Ash Wednesday (Day 1)  till the night before Palm
Sunday 20th March (Day 40)
For more information, and to sign up for your
preferred slot, visit https://40daysforlife.com/local-
campaigns/glasgow/

Glasgow:
Jesuits Strike

Again!
The following notice appeared in the parish bulletin
of St Aloysius church in Glasgow on 27/12/15:

This Week
Christmas Mass in Arabic

The Syrian Orthodox community will be celebrating
a Christmas Mass in Arabic in our church on Thurs-
day 31 December, at 4.00 pm.  Catholics are wel-
come to come to this Mass, but unfortunately we
are not in full communion with this church.

Below, suggestion for a future bulletin, from the
Editor to Fr Tim Curtis SJ, Parish Priest, with a
short covering message, dated 3/1/16…
There is Mass in Latin in St Andrew’s SSPX chapel
in Renfrew Street, just around the corner from this
church of St Aloysius, every Sunday at 9.45.am.
Catholics are welcome to come to this Mass.  Unfor-
tunately they are in an irregular situation at the
present time, as a result of the  crisis in the Church;
however, unlike the Syrian Orthodox community
they are in full communion with the Catholic Church.

No reply has been received to date.

https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/glasgow/
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/glasgow/
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/glasgow/
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James, Fife, writes…

I found your advice on Catholic education
very helpful [December 2015
edition] and wonder if you could
offer your thoughts on dealing
with young people who are
pushing the boundaries at
home, such as wanting to
dress and talk like their
friends.
I suppose what I’m really
asking is, does it matter what
young people wear and what pop music
they listen to etc?

Aunt Evangeline replies…
It matters. As I suggested in the December
issue, I recommend that you use the
Baltimore Catechism at home to help
correct the errors which your children will,
without doubt, be hearing at school, and in
your parish, although, as subsequently
pointed out to me by a parent who uses the
Baltimore Catechism, the material on the
Rosary at the back should be ignored,
since it includes the Luminous Mysteries.
That said, the Question & Answer format
plus cartoons, is an  invaluable aid in
educating  children. If yours are teenagers,
or have left school,  then it might be good
to have a copy anyway, as a resource for
yourself.  The text is also available online
at
http://www.baltimore-catechism.com/index.htm

A Catechism of
Christian Doctrine,
Prepared and
Enjoined by Order of
the Third Council of
Baltimore, or simply
the Baltimore
Catechism, is the
official national
catechism for
children in the United
States of America.

Thou shalt not commit adultery

Dress
It’s fashionable today to argue that we can
all dress the way we choose, that to wear
short skirts and low cut tops is no excuse
for men behaving badly. People who
question that premise, are howled down
and accused of legitimising rape!  Not so.
However, none of us would think of walking
around town with our bags open and purse
showing.  We would be asking for trouble,
and if a thief managed to run off with all
our worldly goods, we really would have to
acknowledge that we didn’t help matters
by putting temptation in his way.
It is true that no analogy is ever perfect,
and critics would say that it’s not the same
thing to have money stolen and to have
your person violated, and that is true;
however, the principle of trying not to put
temptation in anyone’s way, remains valid.
There is research on this subject “out
there” but, unfortunately, most appear to
explain differences between the genders
in terms of evolution and not design; the
fact is, that both your sons and your
daughters need to be aware that they have
a duty to protect their own morality - right

behaviour - as well as being aware of the
danger their careless dress, reading, talk,
might pose to their friends, including
opposite gender friends.

Practical Ideas
Reading the lives of the saints is an
excellent way to help young people
prepare for the secular world in which they
will soon be immersed.  There really is no
better way, coupled, of course, with daily
prayer, especially the Rosary, to build up
resistance to temptations.
It’s also a good idea, within the context of
a discussion on the subject of the
Commandment to purity, to ask your
offspring for their ideas on how to move
forward, how to be fashionable yet modest.
It could be very effective to lead them in
discussion about how best they might deal
with situations where a friend is suggesting
some inappropriate or morally dangerous
activity, such as the boy in the cartoon
below, looking at an impure magazine.
They may not feel strong enough to say
“put that one back…” as the lad says in the
cartoon so encourage them to discuss
alternative strategies. Hope this helps.

Caroline, Glasgow writes…

No matter where I attend Mass with my
children, I never hear a “practical” sermon.
I agreed with the article in Catholic Truth
in Issue No. 92, December, 2015, about
the “missing link” regarding preaching on
purity, but I think that applies to everything
else as well. One of my own children thinks
nothing of telling lies. He says “everyone
tells lies” and the only person who has told
him differently is me, and at that age (11)
they don’t pay much attention to parents.
I also worry about the drink culture where
we live, because my older children are now
saying they think I’m too strict for not
allowing them to go out drinking with
friends. I happen to know that one of these
friends was seen drunk on the city streets
one weekend (that I know of) but yet the
priests are not mentioning any of these
practical things. They just speak in a
general way about avoiding temptation etc.
but to a young person, that means nothing.
I’ve watched mine looking bored during
homilies but they would soon sit up if they
heard the priest talking about the serious
sin which is involved in lying or stealing
and other practical wrong-doing.   I am not
sure if I should say something to my priest,
because I don’t want to hurt his feelings as
he is a really kindly person and I know he
is just thinking that because I am a
committed Catholic, my children are bound
to be as well. This isn’t the case. Any ideas
from you would be helpful.

Aunt Evangeline replies…

I think it would be good to speak
to your priest. You like him and
respect him, so I am sure that
you will explain your concerns
as tactfully as possible. You’re
not “attacking” him, in fact
you’re praising him for his
assumptions that your
children are strong in the
Faith but you want him to know that this is
not the reality and that really specific
sermons are needed to help them to come
to the truth about sin and temptation. You
might point out that if this is true of your
children, it’s more than likely true of others
in the congregation as well. If you are
friendly enough with other parents with the
same concerns, it might even be an idea
to invite them, and your priest(s) for a chat
over a meal or cup of tea and discuss this
very important issue.  Hope this helps.

More souls go to Hell
through sins of impurity,

than any other sin…

Our Lady of Fatima

Faith comes by hearing…

St. Paul
(Romans 10:17)

Faith &
Morality
Matters

Your Problems Answered
Aunt Evangeline

http://www.baltimore-catechism.com/index.htm
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Parental Wrongs…

I’m amazed at this latest
fashion for humans to want
to be animals… WOW! How
cool is that!

Population Control…                                     Wanted: Humans!

Hi, is that my parish priest? Good. This is me.  I’ve been
reading Catholic Truth and there’s something in there about
priests not giving practical advice in homilies. I could see
the truth of it immediately. How is my darling little Bobby
supposed to know not to fight and cheat if  don’t tell him?
I KNEW it wasn’t like him to tell lies and take money from
my purse. Now I know it’s all your fault. You are one
negligent priest.  You’ve really shocked me, I can tell you.
I’ll expect a really good sermon on these…er… faults next
Sunday, and the Sunday after that you could say something
about his lack of respect when he speaks to his mummy. I really
don’t want to get on to the Bishop about this, I really don’t,
Father, but I won’t have my son growing up a virtual criminal,
all because of your neglect. And while I’m on, it’s ages since
we sang ‘Humble Thyself In the Sight of the Lord”…

Interesting Inter-Faith Interlude…       In a parish near you…

Well, we’ve had a Muslim explain what the Koran says about
peace, and we’re going to bring in a Hindu next week, to tell us
what they believe about God, er, gods (they’ve got quite a few),
and soon we’ll have a Jew come to explain the Ten Commandments
to us since the Catholic schools have no time to teach that since
they introduced the new sex-ed programme. I know some of you
don’t like all this inter-faith stuff but this could help. The kids
might know the Commandments - some of them have seen
the film, loved the parting of the Red Sea (great visual effects
- won an award, you know) but it might be worth running
through at least some of them one more time. Stealing and lying
spring to mind, the little… Er…cough… cough… Right, where
are we… Oh yes, Stand now and we’ll sing Hymn No. 23, “Jesus
Loves The Little Children”…

I just hope they don’t
start asking US to
trans to human - WOW!
No way would I want to
be one of those wackos!
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The following notice is taken from the website
of Holy Cross parish in Croy, Archdiocese of
Glasgow, and is, undoubtedly, typical of the
sort of approach across Scotland in imitation
of the Pope’s commitment to inter-faith activity.

World Day for Peace

As happened last year, immediately after Mass of
Mary, Mother Of God at 12 Noon, on 1st January
2016, we have a short service For Peace at the
Memorial to the Fallen. This will be led by the
Parish Justice & Peace Group.

Visitors from the Mosque at Craighalbert have
been asked to address us at the beginning of  the
Service, speaking also for Peace. They may well
recite the prayer composed by Pope Francis For
all who believe in God. Pope Francis also writes:
“...authentic Islam and the proper reading of the
Koran are opposed to every form of violence”
[Evang Gaud n.253]. The Theme this year:
“Overcome Indifference and win Peace.” (from
the Bulletin, Holy Cross, Croy, 26/27th

December, 2015, PP Fr Joseph Sullivan)

Alerted to the above event by a parishioner, I
emailed Fr Sullivan for confirmation that he did,
indeed, have a Muslim address his congregation.
He replied: The event itself went as planned.  A
Justice & peace Member introduced the "Day for
Peace" (as inaugurated by Pope Paul VI). The
Muslim guests spoke briefly about "peace" in their
Religion, then recited the Prayer from Pope
Francis and immediately left.
[Ed: note that - as I pointed out to Fr Sullivan in my
reply - after promoting their own religion, the
Muslims  didn’t hang around to learn about ours.)
We continued thereafter with the normal Service
for Peace.
If you don't mind me asking, what is your
organisation/society doing for Pope Francis'
(Universal) Prayer Request for January 2016?
("That is sincere dialogue among men & women
of different faiths may produce the fruits of peace
& charity")
Keep up the good work!

My reply - edited for reasons of space:

Dear Fr Sullivan,
To answer your concluding question: we, at
Catholic Truth, are doing our level best to stop the
deeply concerned Catholics who are contacting
us from leaving the Church.    Pope Francis’
January prayer petition is absolutely scandalous
– we are discussing it on our blog and I would draw
your attention to the young man Andrew [see p.12,
column 2] who is not a Christian, nothing, but [who
realises] that the Pope’s suggestion that we are
all “children of God” [even without Baptism] and if
we all talk enough then we’ll get peace - is not
right. If even someone not versed in religion, so
to speak, can see it, why not priests like you?
Pope Francis makes no  mention of Our Lord [and]
seems to forget Christ’s warning: “If you deny Me
in the presence of men, I will deny you in the
presence of My Father in Heaven.”

Follow My Leader
EditorWhilst those adhering to Tradition (i.e. two thousand

years of the Catholic religion) are to be condemned
as “obstinate Christians”, “rebels” and even
“idolaters”, those who adhere to the Protestant
schism are praised to the skies by Pope Francis and
held up as model Christians, an example for which
we must thank God:

Pope Francis will travel to Sweden in October
for a joint ecumenical commemoration of the

start of the Reformation, together with leaders of the
Lutheran World Federation and representatives of
other Christian Churches. Pope Francis, LWF
President Bishop Younan and General Secretary
Junge will lead the October event.
The event will take place on October 31st in the
southern Swedish city of Lund where the Lutheran
World Federation was founded in 1947. While
kicking off a year of events to mark the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, it will also
highlight the important ecumenical developments
that have taken place during the past 50 years of
dialogue between Catholics and Lutherans.
The one-day event will include a common worship
service in Lund cathedral based on a Catholic-
Lutheran “Common Prayer” liturgical guide,
published earlier this month by the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU) and the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF).

The commemoration in Lund follows on directly from
the publication in 2013 of a joint document entitled
‘From Conflict to Communion’,
which focuses on the themes of thanksgiving,
repentance and commitment to common witness.
While asking for forgiveness for the divisions of past
centuries, it  also seeks to showcase the gifts of the
Reformation and celebrate the way Catholics and
Lutherans around the world work together on issues
of common concern.” (Vatican Radio, 25/1/16)

Well, the “commemoration” certainly “showcases the
gifts of the Reformation”, that’s for sure, if the
prayers/readings published in the “Common Prayer”
liturgical guide are anything to go by. Everything
about the Protestant schism was just dandy. The
opening prayer of the service prays that the Lord
"help us to rejoice in the gifts that have come to the
Church through the Reformation … and there are
prayers of thanksgiving, galore: God is thanked “for
the many guiding theological and spiritual insights
that we have all received through the Reformation”
[and] “for the good transformations and reforms that
were set in motion by the Reformation [and] “for the
proclamation of the gospel that occurred during the
Reformation and that since then has strengthened
countless people to live lives of faith in Jesus Christ.”1

Not a mention of the proclamation of the Gospel that
occurred centuries before Martin Luther was even
born. In fact, the entire programme is dominated by
praise for the Protestant heresies, enthusing about
the alleged good fruits of the Reformation with not a
peep about the saints and martyrs who remained
faithful to the original Gospel of Christ, which was
given to us in the first place by the one and only
Church founded by Him.
Despite the propaganda, the Holy Spirit has been
with the Church from day one - He didn’t suddenly
appear at the Reformation, and He didn’t arrive for
the first time, either at Vatican II or the 2013 conclave

“

which, lamentably, saw the election of Francis I.
Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would be with
His Church after His Ascension, until the end of time.
There was no such promise to splinter groups.
2017 brings another anniversary, though, and one
which is much more important than the anniversary
of any schism, with its attendant heresies.
May 1917 marks the first apparition of Our Lady to
the three children at Fatima, in Portugal. Space
prevents repeating the details here, but these are
well known to our regular readers, and easily found
by new readers if they visit www.fatima.org
It is, then, the Fatima anniversary, not the Lutheran
celebrations which should focus the Pope’s mind in
2017. He is scheduled to visit the shrine to mark the
anniversary, but so far there’s been a notable lack
of the kind of enthusiastic publicity for Our Lady that
we’re witnessing for Martin Luther. This is sad. Not
least because Our Lady, recall, always referred to
“the Holy Father” when she spoke to the Fatima
seers. Martin Luther, on the other hand, detested
the papacy and didn’t bother to hide the fact. He
called the Pope of Trent, Paul III: “The Most Hellish
Father…” 2 so it is strange to see the excitement in
the Vatican and to read the scandalous “prayers”
they’ve helped compose, in order to venerate a man
who hated the Catholic Church the way some of us
hate reading lies about pro-life events.
Take, for example, the scandalous column by Kevin
McKenna in the Scottish Catholic Observer, dated
22/1/16 in which he mischievously depicts the
peaceful 40 Days For Life prayer vigil planned for
Glasgow during Lent (see p.13) as “intimidating” and
“waging psychological warfare on women at their
most vulnerable.” Like his fellow journalists in the
secular media, he undermines the Lenten initiative
by linking it with what these ignoramuses call US
militant type groups, wickedly associating them with
the Ku Klux Klan and the US gun culture.

“The moral gravity of procured abortion
is apparent in all its truth if we
recognize that we are dealing

with murder.”
Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, #58

Of course, the “pro-choice” lobby view any exposé
of the truth about abortion as potentially violent;
McKenna, however, laments the “sinister” 40 Days
For Life “guerilla tactics”, all the while posing as a
“pro-lifer”. Well, if you say so, Sir…
But surely the women going into hospital for
abortions are not really as mousy, timid, vulnerable,
spineless, as the media hacks portray them. That
would be odd, wouldn’t it,  because, if there’s nothing
wrong with abortion, why should there be any
agonising over the decision or any fear of meeting
someone with the opposite view? If they are as weak
as the McKennas of this world portray them, terrified
of their own shadow and unable to defend their
decision to someone guilty of nothing more than
standing in prayer, maybe they’ve made the wrong
decision. Maybe their mental health is so poor that
they need to refuse that decision and buy the latest
T shirt: Keep Calm and Let Baby Live!
Footnotes
1 Visit https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/press-release-
joint-catholic-lutheran-common-prayer-500-years-
reformation  to download the liturgical service/prayers
2 Letter: ‘Against the Roman Papacy, An Institution of the
Devil’, Martin Luther, published in 1545.
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