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 Pope: young need to be more involved

Faithful agree: crisis almost over now!
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(He’s forgotten that the young depend on the Church for their education in the Faith - Ed)

Read Important Notice on page 2…

See Youth Short-Changed by Church  - page 6



Bishop of Paisley Promotes Medjugorje                                        3
Roving Reporter

LGBTI Issues and Scottish Catholic Schools        4
Barbara Coupar

The French ‘Yellow Vests’ & The Shame of the Catholic Faithful…    6
Europe Correspondent

Evil in the Priesthood: A Case Study          7
Staff Reporter

Letters                                                8

Culture of Clericalism Distorts the Faith         9
Patricia McKeever

Education - Thinking Through Catholic Truth                   10

News Round-up                   11

Book Review                    12
Bookworm

English College in Rome:
Scene of Latest Seminary/Homosexual Scandal?            13
Editor

Editorial                                                                                   16

PageContents include…

Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 2

Firstly, a sincere thank you to all who
extended Christmas greetings to us -
we fully appreciate your kindness, and
trust that all of our readers enjoyed a
happy and holy Christmas.

We know that at least one reader
sent a card to our previous address,
which we did not receive. Thus, we are concerned
that not everyone saw the Notice in our November
newsletter, on p.8, advising readers of our new
postal address.  It’s always best to use the
latest/current newsletter to check the address before
writing, just in case there has been a necessary
change - it is always given on Letters page, p.8.
Unfortunately, any letters/cards sent to our former
address (Newton Place), which arrived after 27/11/18,
will not reach us, as explained in the Notice published
in our November newsletter.

Finally, we pray that 2019 will prove to be a year full of
grace and will bring an abundance of blessings for
each of our readers. God bless you all.

Another year is now
opening upon us; it speaks to
the thoughtful, and is heard by those, who have
expectant ears, and watch for Christ's coming.
The former year is gone, it is dead, there it lies
in the grave of past time, not to decay however,
and be forgotten, but kept in the view of God's
omniscience, with all its sins and errors irrevo-
cably written, till, at length, it will be raised
again to testify about us at the last day; and
who among us can bear the thought of his own
doings, in the course of it?—all that he has said
and done, all that has been conceived within
his mind, or been acted on, and all that he has
not said and done, which it was a duty to say
or do.
What a dreary prospect seems to be before us,
when we reflect that we have the solemn word
of truth pledged to us, in the last and most
awful revelation, which God has made to us
about the future, that in that day, the books will
be opened, "and another book opened, which
is the book of life, and the dead judged out of
those things which were written in the books
according to their works!" [Rev. xx. 12.] What
would a man give, any one of us, who has any
real insight into his polluted and miserable
state, what would he give to tear away some of
the leaves there preserved! For how heinous
are the sins therein written! Think of the mul-
titude of sins done by us since we first knew
the difference between right and wrong. We
have forgotten them, but there we might read
them clearly recorded. Well may holy David
exclaim, "Remember not the sins of my youth
nor my transgressions, according to Thy mercy
remember Thou me." Conceive, too, the multi-
tude of sins which have so grown into us as to
become part of us, and in which we now live,
not knowing, or but partially knowing, that
they are sins; habits of pride, self-reliance,
self-conceit, sullenness, impurity, sloth, self-
ishness, worldliness. The history of all these,
their beginnings, and their growth, is recorded
in those dreadful books; and when we look
forward to the future, how many sins shall we
have committed by this time next year,
though we try ever so much to know our duty,
and overcome ourselves! Nay, or rather shall
we have the opportunity of obeying or diso-
beying God for a year longer? Who knows
whether by that time our account may not be
closed for ever?

"Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest
into Thy kingdom." [Luke xxiii. 42.] Such was
the prayer of the penitent thief on the cross,
such must be our prayer. Who can do us any
good, but He, who shall also be our Judge? We
can say nothing to God in defence of
ourselves,—we can but acknowledge that we
are grievous sinners, and addressing Him as
suppliants, merely beg Him to bear us in mind
in mercy, for His Son's sake to do us some
favour, not according to our deserts, but for the
love of Christ

Taken from  Cardinal Blessed John Henry
Newman, Sermon 1 - The Lapse of Time.
http://www.newmanreader.org/works/parochial/volume
7/sermon1.html

Important Notice…

http://www.newmanreader.org/works/parochial/volume7/sermon1.html
http://www.newmanreader.org/works/parochial/volume7/sermon1.html
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Bishop of Paisley Promotes Medjugorje
On 8th November, 2018, the Catholic Truth
blog published a report on the news that
Bishop Keenan of Paisley had participated
in a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, at the
invitation of the Charity Mary’s Meals.
Initially, Bishop Keenan insisted that the
reason for his visit to  Medjugorje, a place
of highly controversial alleged apparitions
(to put it mildly), was simply to bless the
new Mary’s Meals’ centre because the
Charity has its roots in the Medjugorje
phenomenon. The Bishop explains this in
some detail during his radio interview (see
below).  Catholic Truth bloggers expressed
surprise that the services of a Scots Bishop
were required for a simple blessing, as if
there are no ordained over there who could
bless the centre.  Bloggers were surprised
but not fooled: “We must assume that
Bishop Keenan actually believes that Our
Lady is appearing at Medjugorje and thus,
that he believes all the statements she has
made which contradict infallible Catholic
teaching” wrote one. Among the many
errors and heresies allegedly spoken by
Our Lady, is the denial of the central dogma
that the Catholic Church is necessary for
salvation. According to the Medjugorje
“seers”, God is pleased with all and any
religion.
One CT blogger who contacted the bishop
to express concern about his Medjugorje
trip, commented:  “I’ve been in contact with
Bishop Keenan today and I don’t think it’s
fair to say that he believes in Medjugorje. I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=480
&v=mtU5nfgNF6s

Bishop John Keenan  (left) interviewed on Radio
Medjugorje: click on YouTube link to hear.

asked him if he believes [that] Our Lady is
appearing and he said he always waits for
the approval of the Church. He explained
that the Holy See had appointed a bishop
delegate to oversee the pastoral issues at
Medjugorje. I asked him if he thought this
was to circumvent the established rules for
approval of private apparitions but he said
he didn’t really know anything about it.
I asked him if it was fair to say that by
visiting Medjugorje he believed in the
apparitions and he was quite strong in
saying that this wasn’t the case and he was
only there to open the centre.”

Noting the charitable work carried out by
Mary’s Meals, another blogger remarked:
“This is the problem with Mary’s Meals. It
clearly does a lot of good work feeding poor
children, but was founded at Medjugorje
and never misses a chance to promote
Medjugorje as its guiding inspiration. The
devil often mixes up good and bad things,
to lead the more people astray. Because of
this, I’d never support it.
Why wasn’t such an organisation founded
at Fatima and promoted like this? Because
the devil wants Fatima ignored. Also, Youth
2000 has its origins in Medjugorje… The
disobedience and disorder there has to be
seen to be believed. All sorts of religious
groups and orders have set up shop there
without the approval of the local Ordinary.”

The Bishop’s personal beliefs on the
alleged Medjugorje apparitions, however,
become crystal clear when we listen to his

own words, which you can hear in the
Radio Medjugorje interview - see YouTube
link to the actual recording above. In brief,
the Bishop speaks glowingly of his
“pilgrimage”, talks about going to
“Apparition Hill”, the “site/place of the
apparitions”, talks about seeing the “statue
of the apparition” and, explicitly tells the
interviewer that the most special part of
[his] pilgrimage was having met the
visionary Mirjana.”
[Ed: note - the adjective “alleged” is
somewhere out there with Lord Lucan -
missing without trace, in all of this.]

It is concerning, therefore, to find that
Bishop Keenan has embraced this false
apparition phenomenon, and on his return
from his “pilgrimage” is now promoting it in
his diocese. Advertised on his Facebook
page, this“Medjugorje Evening” (28/11/18),
was also promoted on the website of the
Diocese of Paisley: “the speakers at the
event to include Deacon Eddie
Macdonald, Joe Livingston and some
priests… Come and know more about
Medjugorje and Our Lady’s apparition.”

It is gravely wrong for any bishop to
promote this unapproved apparition
against the wishes of the local bishop. The
following short report from Total Croatia
News dated 24/7/18, sums up the problem
well, so I’ll finish with this:
The non-credible apparitions of the
"Medjugorje phenomenon" include those
in the first seven or ten days of 1981, say
the Mostar-Duvno Diocese. Bishop of
MostarDuvno  Ratko  Perić  told  the
Apostolic Visitor to Medjugorje, Polish
Archbishop Henryk Hoser, that he believes
that the apparitions of the Virgin Mary in
Medjugorje were “not credible,” the diocese
said on Monday,  reports Večernji List on
July 24, 2018. “The local bishop... on the
basis of numerous investigations, does not
consider as credible any ‘apparition,’ any
message, any secret,” said the statement.
“These non-credible apparitions of the
‘Medjugorje phenomenon’ include those in
the first seven or ten days of 1981,” added
the Mostar-Duvno Diocese. (Local Bishop:
Medjugorje Apparitions Are Not Credible,
Total Croatia News, 24/7/18)

Roving Reporter

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=480&v=mtU5nfgNF6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=480&v=mtU5nfgNF6s
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 LGBTI Issues
and Scottish Catholic Schools

Barbara Coupar (pictured)
Director, Scottish Catholic Education Service (SCES)

Article below first published in the Scottish Catholic Observer (SCO)
7/12/18… Catholic Truth editorial comment inserted to highlight key issues

Following concerns about the
teaching of LGBT matters in Catholic
schools, Barbara Coupar of the
Scottish Catholic Education Service
addresses the Church’s
implementation of the government-
backed TIE [Time for Inclusive
Education]  campaign.
The Scottish Catholic Education Service
was one of the members of the recently
concluded ‘Scottish Government LGBTI
Inclusive Education working group.’
Ed: Why? Who would join, let’s say, a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme which
aimed to encourage acceptance of a
particular type of burglary? Not a perfect
analogy, but you’ll get my drift.
In participating in this group SCES wanted
to ensure that there could never again be
a situation where a pupil leaves a school
in Scotland, having been subjected to
prejudice based bullying, violence or
unjust behaviour. By working together the
agencies in this group wanted to ensure
that all children feel included within their
school community.
Ed: Does this mean that pupils in Catholic
schools were not already being taught that
Christian charity means kindness and
goodness to all? Were they not being made
familiar with Christ’s Gospel? Parable of the
Good Samaritan? The Golden Rule (“treat
others as you wish to be treated yourself”)
and “Love your enemies…”?  Were they not
already being taught that it is NEVER right
to be unkind, bully, act violently or unjustly
towards anyone?

There have been concerns raised that, by
participating in this working group and
engaging with this topic, there could be a
diminishing of Catholic teaching in
Catholic schools. This will not be the case.
It has always been a priority for the
Church, to participate in working groups
and discussions that may impact on the
rights of people of Faith being able to live
and work according to their beliefs.
Ed: Nowhere in this article, as readers will
see, is there any detail given of “Catholic
teaching”, no mention of the “beliefs” about
homosexuality - which prohibit it! Not a
word. No reminder that it is God, not any
churchman, who prohibits LGBTI activity.

TIE campaign

Participation in this working group was
extremely important as the outcomes had
implications for Catholic schools.
Ed: What does this mean? If the organisers
of the TIE campaign were made to
understand that no Catholic school will ever
condone LGBTI activity, and thus, there is
no point in our participation, while assuring

them that every pupil is treated charitably in
our Catholic institutions, there would have
been absolutely no need to “participate”. The
truth is, Ms Coupar, you wanted to participate
because you see absolutely nothing wrong
with LGBTI activity.  Why not just say so?

The group considered the five pledges of
the TIE campaign. There are aspects of the
campaign that resonate with all Catholic
schools, including the desire to have well
trained staff within schools who feel
confident and equipped to meet the needs
of pupils and to address ineffective use of
recording of LGBTI bullying.
Ed: If pupils weren’t being told that there is
such a thing as “LGBTI bullying” they
wouldn’t engage in it.  And who, exactly, is
providing the money for “staff training”? And
do Catholic teachers really need additional
“training” to teach about charity? Yikes!

In addition, all Catholic schools see a need
for quality lessons to tackle prejudice and
to find ways to assist schools to improve
their equalities policies, so as to better
reflect under represented protected
characteristics, as outlined in the 2010
Equality Act.
Ed: Note: the SCES is more bothered about
keeping the law of the land than God’s law,
which, when there is a conflict, must always
take priority. What can be said about the
sheer idiocy of the SCES position which is
that Catholic teaching on homosexuality will
conform to the prevailing permissive,
immoral LGBTI agenda - while, at the same
time, claiming that  Catholic schools will not
“diminish” Catholic teaching? They are not
merely “diminishing” Catholic teaching on
human sexuality, they are demolishing it
under the present regime.

Carefulness

However, there are also aspects of the
campaign that required careful
consideration and for which SCES, could
not offer full support.
Ed: Oops! Are we about to be told that
pupils will be taught that the Church
condemns all LGBTI activity? Let’s see…

By the nature of the campaign, TIE has a
particular focus. Catholics in Scotland are
acutely aware of the impact of religious
hate crime and intolerance and therefore
SCES want our education system to
challenge all areas of discrimination and
intolerance.
Ed: Yawn… we’ve already covered this -
Christ condemned all uncharitable
behaviour, even towards enemies. There is
no case to answer. Nothing to see here…

The law that protects the LGBTI
community is the same law that is in

place to fight religious hate crime,
including anti-Catholic prejudice. We want
to ensure that, in learning about their own
rights and their place in society, our
children and young people also learn to
protect others.
Ed: Yawn… we’ve already covered this -
Christ condemned all uncharitable
behaviour, even towards enemies. There is
no case to answer. Nothing to see here…

The remit of the working group was to
reach a consensus on LGBTI inclusive
education that would best serve all of the
children in our schools and, therefore that
was the focus for discussions.
Ed: Waffle…

Within the working group it was
acknowledged that some members would
not necessarily agree with each other on
all matters, but that consensus was
possible.
Ed: Consensus?  Do you mean, we could
assure the TIE brigade that Catholic schools
will teach the centrality of Christian Charity
towards all? Or will Catholic schools teach
that whatever “choice” a person makes
about sexual behaviour is to be “respected”
(despite the Command to be pure) - as we
must “respect” the burglar’s choice of target
(despite the Command not to steal).  Think
about that, Ms Coupar. Think hard…

It is a testimony to the respectful
atmosphere and the determination of each
member of the group to arrive at a mutually
acceptable consensus that the
recommendations were reached.
Ed: Ah!  We’re getting somewhere at last.
“Recommendations were reached”. Goody
goody…

SCES and the University of Glasgow,
(through the St Andrew’s Foundation), are
all sure that the members of the working
group are sincere in the aspiration to
implement the recommendations in a way
that will allow all schools, teachers and
parents to participate and engage in full
conscience according to their religious
belief.
Ed: What ARE the blankety blank
recommendations? Talk about never saying
two words when twenty will suffice.

Inclusiveness
So what are we going to do and how are
we going to do it? Catholic schools are
unequivocal in their care for all the children
and young people in the school community,
and support each one individually, even if
their choices differ from the Catholic vision
of human sexuality.

Continued on p.5
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Catholic schools are caring and inclusive,
and do not foster or leave unchallenged
discrimination on any grounds. They
recognise the uniqueness of each child,
while not labelling children to any one
characteristic.
Ed: This “one characteristic” seems to be
accepting the idea that a child can already
know and have decided that he/she is
homosexual when, in fact,  there is nothing
abnormal about school children  wanting to
spend time with friends of the same gender.
To indoctrinate children with LGBTI
propaganda is confusing and misleading. No
Catholic school should participate in any
such campaign.

In all that they do, Catholic schools will
always teach according to the teachings of
the Catholic Church. SCES is clear that it
has a responsibility to protect and promote
Church teaching.
Ed: Notice; there is still no explicit
declaration of that “Church teaching”…

This does not mean, however, that pupils
will not learn through inclusive education
which tackles LGBTI matters.
Ed: But, WHAT they learn?  Will they learn
anything which adds to what Christ has
already taught about the virtue of charity or
the Commandment requiring purity?

Tackling hate crime
In writing classroom resources that tackle
equality and inclusion, SCES is offering
schools materials that complement the
existing relationships and moral education
resources for Catholic schools.
Ed: Well, since we already know that young
people leaving Catholic schools are already
formed in their permissive views, where they
share societal opinions about contraception
and even abortion, divorce and “remarriage”
and, since we already know that most
youngsters leaving Catholic schools are
already lapsed from the Faith (as well as
askew in their morals) clearly the SCES
“materials and resources” are about as much
use as a chocolate teapot.

This new series of resources, rooted in the
Church’s vision of what it means to be in
relationship with God and others, can be
embedded into existing work which tackles
the root cause of bullying, hate crime and
intolerance in a holistic way.
Ed: It’s not possible to be in a true
relationship with God, outside of His Church.
It is little wonder that young people are so
confused about Faith and Morals, when they
are taught from the false premise that they
can somehow have a “relationship with God”
that is separate from Christ’s Church.  The
clear implication is that the Church is a
purely human institution with man-made,
changeable “rules”, and that false teaching
leads them to think that God’s Moral Law can
be changed to conform to the LGBTI agenda.
Wrong.

Ensuring pupils understand inclusive
education as an integral part of learning—
not a topic disconnected from other
dimensions of learning.
Ed: This turns the philosophy of Catholic
Education on its head, as the sex-education
lobby has already done; where it was always
understood that Catholic teaching must

LGBTI Issues and Scottish Catholic Schools…Continued from p.4
permeate the entire curriculum, so that
Catholic schools were not seen as schools
with RE lessons/prayers appended, but,
instead, pupils would leave school with a
“Catholic world view”,  now it is the case that
all schools are expected to permeate the
curriculum with sex-education; indeed, that
has now been taken further, so that the entire
curriculum is to be peppered with LGBTI
issues: “On sexuality issues, the guidance
says schools “are free to determine how they
address LGBT specific content”. But the
Government “recommends that it is integral
throughout the programmes of study”. 1

By exploring Church teaching, the dignity
of the human person and Catholic Social
Teaching, pupils are equipped to challenge
behaviour and language that does not
respect each individual, to articulate why
the Church teaches that injustice is wrong,
and to critically evaluate the messages that
society gives through the media and social
platforms about the dignity of the human
person.
Ed: Ah!  The mystery is solved!  It’s Catholic
teaching on “injustice” which is the focus
here, not Catholic teaching on marriage,
purity, chastity etc. with all sexual activity
outside of a lifelong marriage between one
man and one woman, being prohibited (by
God).  Ah - I get it now…

We hope that, through our approach, our
Catholic education community can
contribute to the goal of eradicating all hate
crimes, injustice and prejudiced based
intolerance in Scotland.
Ed: Well, Our Lord did say that the poor we
would have with us always (e.g. Matt. 26:11)
but He made no mention of hate crimes,
injustice and prejudiced-based intolerance
in Scotland, so one never knows, does one…
What we do know, however, is that Christ
issued the strongest possible warning to
those who lead children astray - millstones,
necks, and drowning in the depth of the sea
spring to  mind (Matthew 18:6). The great
saints echoed this warning, notably the great
patron saint of educators, Don Bosco, who,
as we find in the quote below, would include
contemporary sex-teachers among those
working for the Devil…

Anti-Catholic
Culture Reigns
in Scotland…
Giving evidence to the Equalities and Hu-
man Rights Committee of the Scottish Par-
liament today (15th June 2017), Anthony
Horan, Director of the Catholic Parliamen-
tary Office claimed; “a culture of fear pre-
vents people from being open about their
faith.”
Mr. Horan who was giving evidence to
MSP’s [Members of Scottish Parliament]
on the topic of bullying and harassment in
schools, with an emphasis on anti-religious
prejudice. The Committee heard evidence
from a number of people, including repre-
sentatives of the Church of Scotland, Mus-
lim Community, Jewish Community, and
the Scottish Secular Society. In his com-
ments to MSP’s, Mr. Horan said;
“My overriding concern about this subject
is the culture of fear that runs right through
society and which makes people feel, at
best uncomfortable, and at worst totally
frightened to be open about their faith. In
my written submission to the Committee I
provided testimonies of a number of young
people who had experienced anti-Catholic
prejudice in their school, most of it relating
to the Church’s teaching on abortion and
marriage. One student even dropped a
subject to “avoid the harassment.”

Mr. Horan added;
“There is an alarming level of intolerance
being levelled at some young people sim-
ply because they are Catholic or because
they hold a particular view that others may
disagree with. This is not a culture of toler-
ance and respect. We have to be very
mindful of the need to tackle anti-religious
behaviour and be wary of creating a hierar-
chy of rights in relation to the protected
characteristics listed in the Equality Act
2010. We cannot allow some to trump
others. It must be all or nothing.”

“There is also the sad reality of an increase
in religious hate crime in Scotland, with a
recently published report revealing that
religiously aggravated crime is at an all
time high. Within that, a deeply worrying
and disturbing 57% of charges are as a
result of anti-Catholic behaviour. Compare
this to the percentage of charges relating
to Protestantism (27%) and Islam (17%)
and we are left with an undoubted sectari-
an problem that needs to be addressed.”

Mr. Horan concluded;
“If we are to build a culture of tolerance and
respect for our young people we need to
take on board the hard facts which reveal
to us the reality of hate crime in our country
and allow people across all protected char-
acteristics to feel free to express them-
selves and to be open about their faith.”
Press Release from Scottish Catholic
Media Office
(above first published on Catholic Truth
blog, 15/6/17)

Footnote:
1Relationship and Sex Education proposals revealed,
Christian Institute, 20 Jul 2018
https://www.christian.org.uk/news/relationship-sex-education-
proposals-revealed/

Another weapon
the devil employs
is immodesty, or
more frankly,
impurity. My
dear children, be
on your guard.
The devil will
tempt you with
bad books, bad
thoughts, or the
foul conversation
of a companion.
When any such

fellow approaches you, say to yourself, This
is a minister of Satan. And let these
wretches who indulge in foul conversation
say to himself, I am a minister of Satan
because I help him ruin souls! (St. John
Bosco)

Don Bosco,
Feast, 31 January

https://www.christian.org.uk/news/relationship-sex-education-proposals-revealed/
https://www.christian.org.uk/news/relationship-sex-education-proposals-revealed/
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The French ‘Yellow Vests’
& The Shame of

the Catholic Faithful…
Europe Correspondent

Widespread political revolt against human injustice in France highlights the spiritual sloth of Catholics in the face of universal apostasy…

 2
 0
 1
 9

The "gilets jaunes" (yellow vest) protesters
- named after the high-visibility jackets
French motorists must carry in their cars -
began in mid-November against fuel tax
increases and later widened to include the
liberal economic reform policies of
President Macron.
They were initially protesting against a rise
in duties on diesel, which is widely used by
French motorists and has long been less
heavily taxed than other types of fuel.
Mr Macron had said higher taxes on fossil
fuels were needed to fund renewable
energy investments.
But protests have also erupted over other
issues, including calls for higher wages,
lower taxes, better pensions and easier
university entry requirements.
Mr Macron responded by scrapping an
unpopular fuel tax rise, and promising an
extra €100 (£90; $114) a month for
minimum wage earners and tax cuts for
pensioners.1

The so-called traditionalists have, in the
main, hunkered down in self-centred
spiritual safety (they think) until the worst
passes.  Far from displaying the Catholic
spirit of apostolic enterprise, where they
would look for opportunities to enlighten
their acquiescent brethren, they choose to
avoid, like the plague, anyone who is still
attending diocesan Masses, whether the
novus ordo or the Summorum Pontificum
Traditional Masses offered by some
diocesan priests.  None of this “go out into
the whole world…” stuff for them.
Yet, things could scarcely be worse in the
Church right now. An horrendous pope, a
corrupt Vatican and unspeakable evil at
work within the Catholic priesthood.2

Those Catholics who intend to remain
hunkered down, should remember Christ’s
warning about spiritual laziness in the
Parable of the Talents …'Wicked, lazy
servant, you knew that I reap where I did
not sow and gather where I scattered no
seed… And the unprofitable servant [will
be] cast out  into the exterior darkness.
There, shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” 3

Exhortations to readers to exercise our
Baptismal and Confirmation as lay apostles
have largely, it seems fallen on deaf ears.
From our launch in 1999 to date, we’ve
failed to ignite the sort of zeal so evident in
the French Yellow Vests protesters.
Maybe 2019 will be different.  But, that
really depends on you. See column 3…

Catholic Action - some
ideas
You might offer some
reading material to family
and friends to educate
them on the crisis in the
Church. Check out any
edition of this newsletter -
there’s no shortage of
evidence which should alert
any well-meaning Catholic
to the state of the Church
today.
You might spread
knowledge of the
apparitions of Our Lady of
Good Success, warning
about the crisis to come in
the Church in the 20th

century.
You might arrange to have
some diocesan friends
around for a chat - if you
wish to invite the Catholic
Truth team, some of them
will be happy to attend, and
help answer questions.
Act! In some way, however
small - perhaps just a
passing comment to a
friend - make a difference
in this new Year of Our
Lord!

Footnotes:
1 'Yellow vest' protests: Scattered demonstrations seen in
France,  BBC News, online report, 22/12/18
2Evil in the Priesthood - A Case Study, p.7
3Matthew 25:24-30

Youth Short-Changed by Church
The fact that World Youth Days and other
church-organised youth events are packed
with youngsters, apparently enthusiastic
about the Faith, is misleading, to say the
least.
Study the comments of the young people
talking about their beliefs at these events
and they are almost always limited to
praising Jesus as a caring, compassionate
Man.
If there’s a pope present, then the event
takes on a celebrity rock concert
atmosphere, more about the adulation of a

well known public figure who has said some
kind things about people (especially
migrants) and is cool about politically
correct social issues (especially climate
change), than about delight at being in the
presence of the Supreme Pontiff who
defends unpopular religious and moral
truths.  The Faith has not been properly
taught in Catholic schools for over 50 years
now, so the idea that the young should be
given positions of influence and effectively
run the Church is a joke

Education Correspondent

“The children of this world… ”

“...are wiser in their (way) than
the children of light.” 2

Compare the outraged and very active
protests of the French population to the
way their Government has been running
their country and economy, to the muted
response of sections of the Catholic
population (dubbed “traditional”) to the
running of the Church for the past fifty-plus
years and the almost entirely acquiescent
response of the majority of the  Catholic
population. Even when faced with a pontiff
who seeks to change Catholic teaching on
the death penalty, and who appears to
justify grave immorality, a Pope who is
even personally implicated in the current
child abuse scandals… even then there is
scarcely a peep of protest.
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Evil in the Priesthood:
A Case Study

Staff Reporter

When Irish
Eyes Are

NOT
Smiling

Leprechaun

Vogue Presents The Talent
Contest 2018 Winners

For upwards of a year, the jumper was
everywhere. In cities and towns across
Ireland, people sported it as they went
grocery shopping, took classes, met
friends at bars, picked up their kids from
school. Every time I travelled across the
border from the north of Ireland to the
south, everywhere I looked, it seemed that
the jumper was looking back at me. A
simple, black cotton sweatshirt,
emblazoned with one word in stark, sans-
serif white: “Repeal”. It had been created
as a statement of support for Repeal the
Eighth: the campaign that sought to repeal
the country’s historically restrictive anti-
abortion laws, which deemed abortion
illegal unless a pregnancy was life-
threatening. The campaign would
culminate, on May 25 2018, in a
referendum with the highest voter turnout
of any in Ireland’s history… The jumper
was designed by 28-year-old Anna
Cosgrave, a social entrepreneur from
Wicklow…
https://www.vogue.co.uk/article/vogue-talent-
contest-winners-2018

Catholic Truth calls on pro-life groups
to produce a simple, black cotton
sweatshirt, emblazoned with one word in
stark, sans-serif white: “Reveal” - as part
of an all-out campaign to demand that TV
companies actually show us an abortion,
as they show other operations. Surely, if
we have much more information about the
unborn child now, than we did in 1967
when the Abortion Act was introduced in
the UK, the public ought to be given that
information and perhaps a referendum to
decide if this is really what they want the
State to be doing in all our names - killing
unborn babies?

STATEMENT REGARDING
SENTENCING OF W. THOMAS
FAUCHER
December 20, 2018
Boise – Bishop Peter F. Christensen and
the …Catholic Diocese of Boise have been
informed of the sentencing of Rev. W.
Thomas Faucher [25 years, no parole]
following his guilty plea for two felony
charges of possession of child
pornography, two felony charges of
distribution of child pornography, and a
single felony charge for possession of LSD.
The volumes of shocking information that
the law enforcement investigation
uncovered reveal the heinous nature of
child pornography and the tragic impact
upon its victims.
While we cannot begin to fathom what
brought Faucher to the point that he
was able to enter into this evil and dark
world, we are thankful for the efforts of the
law enforcement community in doing what
it can to protect our children from these
crimes. [Emphasis added].
Since his actions came to light in February,
Faucher has been unable, and continues
to be unable, to function as a priest in the
Catholic Church.
Because the criminal prosecution is now
complete, the diocese is able to move
forward with its own internal prosecution of
this case. “We have already begun our
preparations to turn this case over to
Church authorities in Rome,” said Bishop
Peter Christensen. “Our response should
send a clear message that we will not
tolerate these sorts of behaviors from
anyone who holds a leadership position in
our diocese.”  [Taken from website of
Diocese of Boise]. End of Statement

The above press release does not include
details of this priest’s debauchery - these
were shockingly reported in the secular
press: Faucher, 73, pleaded guilty to five
felony crimes after investigators discovered
thousands of disturbing images and chats
about raping and murdering young boys.1

In online chats, he said had 'satanic
desires' and that the 'thought of killing
someone does begin to excite me'. He
admitted to fantasies about sexually
abusing altar boys and babies and said he
enjoyed watching a video of a boy being
beaten to death.2

Unsurprisingly, the depth of this priest’s
spiritual and moral sickness is manifestly
evidenced by his satanic behaviour
towards religious objects and his contempt
for the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist: Investigators found images of

Faucher [urinating] on a cross and a canon
law book. In one chat, Faucher claimed he
urinated in the wine for Mass.3

In column 1, we have highlighted the
words in the press release which we, at
Catholic Truth, find the most surprising:
that the Bishop “cannot begin to fathom
what brought Faucher to the point that he
was able to enter into this evil and dark
world…”
Ed: we find the Bishop’s puzzlement difficult
to fathom, because we do not believe that
this priest would have been known for his
orthodoxy, let alone adherence to Catholic
morality. You can see him on YouTube
explaining that he was a good priest because
he “spread the Gospel” which he describes
as “thankfulness” and “gratitude to God.”
No St Alphonsus here, preaching Hell-fire.
Faucher stands as a warning to those who
continue to attend local parishes within the
diocesan structures: if you hear your priest
exhorting you to “welcome” LGBT people,
castigating the Church for expecting them
to give up their sin as you and I are expected
to give up ours, hear that alarm bell ringing
in your head. Rev Faucher did not suddenly
embrace satanic thoughts, words and
actions. Believe me.

Gene Fadness, spokesman for the
Diocese of Boise, told the Idaho Statesman
that Faucher, a Boise native who was a
priest at Saint Mary’s before retiring in
2014, was arrested Feb.2 at the home he
rented from the diocese: “It’s been
agonizing every day for the parishioners at
Saint Mary’s…He was not just a priest, but
a prominent priest, well known.” 4

Ed: here we find a clue: we’ve noticed that
the “prominent” priests very often stray from
the moral path, to put it as mildly as possible,
but they remain “prominent” in their diocese,
while the priests supporting Catholic
teaching are placed firmly out in the cold;
we’ve reported, many times, for example,  on
two such Motherwell priests, one who openly
promotes the LGBT agenda and remains in
his post as parish priest, another who wrote
a book seeking to expose the extent of
homosexuality within the Church in
Motherwell, and who remains suspended
from active ministry. We don’t exactly need
Sherlock on the case do we?

Finally, the Idaho Statesman reports that
“The diocese evicted Faucher while he
was being held in the Ada County Jail, and
they had the house exorcised before
selling it.” 5 (Emphasis added)

Footnotes
1 DailyMail.com: Catholic Priest sentenced to 25 years in
prison for child pornography, 21/12/18
2 ibid
3 ibid
4 Idaho Statesman: Boise diocese will ask Vatican to
defrock Faucher after he’s sentenced Thursday on porn,
drug charges, 20/12/18
5 ibid

https://www.vogue.co.uk/article/vogue-talent-contest-winners-2018
https://www.vogue.co.uk/article/vogue-talent-contest-winners-2018
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The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation no longer receive this publication. The 100th edition was the last copy
sent to them.  No Pope, Bishop,  or Vatican Prefect has ever contacted us to correct anything, despite our standing invitation to do so over a period of
years now, in accordance  with their duty under Canon Law # 823.  Readers may, therefore, be confident that our publication contains nothing that is
contrary to Catholic Faith or Morals.

N O T I C E S
Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to our
funds following the November edition. We are, as
ever, deeply impressed and touched by your
generosity.
To save postage, we no longer write letters of
acknowledgement for your individual donations
although if you include an email address, Editor
will thank you personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations online.
And, as always, a special word of gratitude

to our Standing Order donors
because these regular donations
very much help us with our
planning.   Thank you.

Miss McMoneypenny
For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My name,
because you belong to Christ:
amen I say to you, he shall not
lose his reward.  (Mark 9:40)

Write to…
Catholic Truth,
PO Box 30017

Glasgow,
G67 9FS

Email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Please make cheques payable to
‘Catholic Truth’.

I was surprised and disappointed (a rare
event, when reading your publication) to
see open criticism of the District Superior
of the SSPX (SSPX (UK) Novelties a la
mode, Issue #107, September, 2018).
Surprised, because the stimulus was in-
consequential: a mere matter of liturgical
posture; disappointed, as I would have
hoped that a Catholic, who benefits from
and diffuses so much of the Church's
traditional teaching, would be readier to
think with the Church.1

St. Ignatius, in his rules entitled "Thinking
with the Church", #10, tells us that we
ought to be inclined and ready to praise
and approve the conduct, decrees and
recommendations of our superiors, and
not to speak of acts that are not praise-
worthy except to those who can remedy
them.  If, for want of support and remedy
from the hierarchy, duty may oblige the
layperson to publicly rail against heresy,
schism, sin and liturgical abuses, all the
more should we strive to support and give
ready obedience to the guiltless pastors.
I anticipate from some the rejoinder that
the priests of the Society lack canonical
jurisdiction over the faithful.  Not so fast!
We who attend Mass at Society churches
do so in obedience to the Church's mis-
sion to teach, rule and sanctify:  other-
wise, we should be the schismatics we
are sometimes unfairly and groundlessly
called.  And how, pray, can the true face
of the Bride of Christ be seen resplendent
in all her ornaments, if the faithful who
accept the integrity of her Tradition with-
hold obedience and respect from God's
representatives? 2

I read the article fully, and am in full pos-
session of the facts.  The rubrics make  no
definite provision.  How do you know the
clergy can't make rules like this for the
people, as long as the rubrics don't say
otherwise?  What proof do you have of
this? Whether or not it is a good idea is
Father's business - not the faithful's.  He
does not require an advisory committee to
dictate his decisions on minor details.3

However, my point was that the article's
response was both disproportionate (hy-
perbole, which might appear disingenu-
ous, in a comparison to the Reformation)
and dangerous.  Criticism of the clergy is
only warranted in serious cases.  You
won't find any criticism, public or, I dare-
say, private from a saint in response to a
directive about liturgical posture - espe-
cially when the reason for imposing the
posture was one of charity and unity, and
when it doesn't in any way detract from
the Faith.4

False obedience is dangerous- not true
obedience.  True obedience submits to the
clergy unless there is an obvious reason
based on faith/morals why one should
resist.  There is patently no danger in
kneeling from the Offertory on, so to assert
"spiritual danger" is to cry wolf.  You are an
intelligent lady, so I am sure you can see
the disingenuousness of the attempt to
infer spiritual danger from kneeling at
Mass.
[Ed: nowhere in the article is there any infer-
ence of “spiritual danger from kneeling at
Mass” The reference to spiritual danger is
found in my reply to your emails, and  refers
to the error of clericalism - see page 9.]

Also, the imperfections or even sins of the
various priests, whether alleged, apparent
or real, make no difference to our treat-
ment of them.  Public criticism of the clergy
is akin to taking out an ad in The Times
against one's parents: unnatural and
harmful, unless done for the gravest of
reasons, and where there is no further
remedy.  As I say, kneeling from the Offer-
tory just doesn't enter this category.  I don't
have anything further to say, unless you
want me to. Mary Jacinta Murphy, Pres-
ton, England

Editor’s responses:
1 I made no personal remarks about the District Superior
in my article, and I quoted evidence that  “the thinking
of the Church” on the matter of liturgical posture at
Mass, was to “suppress the practice of habitual kneeling
at Low Masses”
(see Richard Friend: Understanding When to Kneel, Sit
and Stand at a Traditional Latin Mass - A Short Essay on
Mass Postures.
https://sanctatrinitasunusdeus.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/under
standing-when-to-kneel-sit-and-stand-1.pdf
2 Archbishop Lefebvre, it was, who noted that it was a
false understanding of obedience  - i.e. the error of
clericalism - which led to the easy acceptance of the New
Mass and the other elements which we now recognise as
being part and parcel of the crisis in the Church. There
is no requirement on Catholics to extend total obedience
to any priest - not even a pope!  Such thinking as you have
outlined amounts to the deification of priests and is very
far from being Catholic. Such thinking led to the
suppression of abuse claims by victims of clergy who were
far from “guiltless”.  In any event, St Ignatius in Rule #10
is referring to the “personal conduct” of “Superiors” -
warning against “speaking of their evil behaviour” and
thus, the danger of spreading scandal. Rule #10 in no way
prohibits any Catholic from expressing the kind of
concerns expressed by our Liturgical Correspondent in
the article, Issue # 107.  We made no mention of Father’s
(possible, but unknown to us!) “Evil behaviour” or, in
some translations “bad conduct”!
3 How do we know?  Same way we knew it was not up to
any pope to introduce a new Mass. Tradition. There are
variations in practice regarding posture of the laity,
according to local custom and the local custom where we
live has always been the same. It is unwise for any priest,
then, especially a traditional priest, to introduce needless
changes to the Mass at a time when we all abandoned our
parishes to get away from  such novelties. I’m surprised,
I must say, to read your dismissal of such liturgical
innovations as “minor details”.  Very surprised.
4 The result of Superior’s notice (which has not been
officially implemented in Scotland, but  is enacted by a
small group of parishioners off their own bat) has been
disunity and an increase in lack of charity. There is good
reason why the Church leaves certain things to local
tradition.

The report ‘The Scandal of Maynooth
College’ by Anthony Murphy (Issue # 108,
Nov. 2018) is shocking in the extreme. The
brazenness of those seminarians, openly
gay and with the approval of the Irish
Bishops, is hard to believe, but given the
times we are living in, I believe it, no
problem, sorry to say.
I can’t help wishing that Fr Marsden
(seminary formator) had blown the whistle
before the same-sex marriage referendum
- who knows, it might have made a
difference if Catholics had realised how far
gone their bishops actually are. If, as
claimed in the article, the bishops have, in
“full knowledge” given their “support” to the
seminarians openly living in gay
relationships within the seminary walls,
then I wholeheartedly agree with Mr
Murphy that Maynooth is no longer fit for
purpose. I’d go so far as to say that the
vocation of anyone ordained there in the
period when this scandal is known to have
been occurring, is suspect and should be
avoided at all costs. Name Withheld
John Ingram’s conclusion to his excellent
article about the USA sex abuse scandals
is correct. We mustn’t question our Catholic
faith because of these scandals - we need
more faith, not less, to see us through this
crisis. Anne Wilkinson, N. Lanarkshire

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
https://sanctatrinitasunusdeus.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/understanding-when-to-kneel-sit-and-stand-1.pdf 
https://sanctatrinitasunusdeus.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/understanding-when-to-kneel-sit-and-stand-1.pdf 
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Clericalism is the belief that only the clergy
should engage in the apostolic work of
spreading the Faith. Priests, not the laity,
should speak out on Church matters; the
laity should show respect for their priests,
support them, attend Mass, say their
prayers, sing in the choir and volunteer to
iron the altar cloths. In short, and to quote
the cliché, lay people are expected to pay,
pray and obey. By virtue simply of being
ordained, priests are elevated to a position
of authority within the Church whereby any
questioning of their words or actions, let
alone any outright criticism of a priest or
bishop is tantamount to heresy. Of course,
now people would add “except in the case
of child abuse or another crime” but, as we
are discovering, that is a very recent ex-
ception. Placing clergy on pedestals has
led to scandalous cover-up of serious
crimes, ironically for the purpose of avoid-
ing scandal through protecting the image
of the virtuous if not absolutely perfect
priest.

I remember once,  during
a telephone conversation
with a friend, making a
negative comment about a
bishop - and having to re-
move the phone from my
ear at the screamed
reaction:“You can’t say
that… he’s a bishop!”

This attitude was prevalent within the
Church prior to Vatican II, and although
the clergy abuse scandals have helped
educate some, too many Catholics, lay
and ordained, continue in that misguided
mindset, especially among some of  those
who regard themselves as “traditionalists”.
Prior to Vatican II, those of us who sought
to promote lay organisations like the Le-
gion of Mary which is designed to operate
under the spiritual direction of a priest,
suffered the frustration of clericalism at
every turn. Obtaining permission to estab-
lish a group (or “praesidium”) proved an
uphill struggle in too many, if not most,
parishes. The Legion of Mary, which was
launched by Frank Duff, an Irish layman in
Dublin, in 1921, requires Church approval,
and so, if operating as intended would
represent the “best of both worlds”. Lay
members commit to attending a weekly
meeting to pray the rosary, receive some
short homily-type spiritual direction from a
priest, and accept a work assignment -
visiting the sick, praying the rosary as
pre-arranged with families in homes
around the parish, seeking converts to the
Faith and any other suitable apostolic
tasks agreed by the group and priest(s) of
the parish - and all under the auspices of
Holy Mother Church. Reporting back at
meetings, the priest is then able to follow-
up any cases of spiritual need. Thus,
many lapsed were brought back to the
practise of the Faith, and some non-Cath-
olics introduced to it.

Culture of Clericalism Distorts the Faith

However, even in those early post-Vatican
II days before the outright Modernist stran-
glehold in which we find ourselves today
took hold, the Legion enjoyed only limited
success. It worked in those parishes
where  the priest understood his central
role in sanctifying the people. Where the
priest recognised the duty of the laity, as
Confirmed Soldiers of Christ, to engage in
the missionary work of the Church,  under-
standing his key role in equipping them to
do this, both priest and parish benefited.
In my early twenties, I volunteered to
spend a year as an “extension worker” for
the Legion, travelling the length and
breadth of Scotland with the aim of setting
up groups (praesidia) of Legionaries in
parishes around the country. I was only
allowed basic expenses, thankfully, for,
had I been “paid by results”, undoubtedly
I’d have starved. Not only were most of the
clergy possessed of an entirely UN-Catho-
lic attitude towards the lay apostolate, so
were most lay people. Of course, if the
choice is between settling down to watch
several hours of TV on a cold winter’s
night or wrapping up to go out to a Legion
of Mary meeting, it’s not difficult to  under-
stand the attraction of clericalism.  The
belief that “Father is always right, and he
says I should pray, pray and obey”  was,
thus, embedded in the (not-so) Catholic
mind.
In every heresy there is a grain of truth,
and so it came to pass that clericalism
spawned the women’s ordination move-
ment. I remember once attending a talk
delivered by a proponent of women’s ordi-
nation: her opening words were a declara-
tion that she had, in her youth, been a
member of the Legion of Mary. Drum roll…

Clearly, she had decided that, in such a
power struggle, if you can’t beat ‘em, then
you just have to join ‘em. And, no doubt
about it, the women’s movement has en-
joyed no small measure of success. They
haven’t, and won’t, achieve their goal of
women priests, but they are next door to it.
Find me a modern church sanctuary, a
novus ordo Mass, without female servers
and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Com-
munion,  and I will smile a hollow smile,
followed by a cynical: “It’s only a matter of
time…”

Make no mistake about it, the takeover in
the sanctuary, the dominance of women in
running parishes and diocesan offices, is
manifest proof of the devastating conse-
quences of allowing clericalism free reign
for so long, prior to Vatican II. The grain of
truth in the heresy of the pursuit of “lay
ministry”, is the fact that - put simply - by
virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation,
the lay faithful, men and women, have a
duty to spread the Faith and thus, priests
and bishops have an obligation to encour-

age us in that universal lay vocation.
Thwarting it, has led to a confusion of the
roles of the lay and ordained as evidenced
in the now normalised liturgical abuses
witnessed in diocesan churches, in turn
resulting in a series of (too little, too late)
Vatican Instructions detailing the need to
distinguish the lay vocation from the role of
the ordained such as the 1997 Instruction
on the Laity.
Of course, involvement in the lay apos-
tolate does not mean, necessarily, partici-
pating in organisations like the Legion of
Mary and the St Vincent de Paul Society.
Exercising our Confirmation duty to be
Soldiers of Christ, to defend and spread
the Faith, may take many forms; writing
letters to secular and religious publica-
tions, ringing radio phone-in shows; blog-
ging is an excellent means of spreading
the truths of the Faith. Nowadays, most, if
not all, newspapers provide space online
to comment on articles and reports and
thus provide a golden opportunity for
Catholics to be true apostles, attempting
to correct the errors, heresies and even
blasphemies which permeate the media
and secular society generally.  There are
many ways in which we may fulfil our
Confirmation obligation - even simple ac-
tions like praying Grace Before Meals in
cafes/restaurants, remarking to a worried
relative or friend, that praying to Saint X
will help, or “if only the Pope would conse-
crate Russia” in response to comments
about the state of the world;  small things
that don’t require huge effort, but which
might sow seeds and even lead to great
things for God and for the salvation of
souls. If your priest is not exhorting you to
such dutiful activity, that is not good.
Thus, the idea that priests may only be
criticised if they are committing crimes or
overtly leading us into sin, but must not be
questioned if they are neglectful, or caus-
ing confusion by imposing their personal
opinions or liturgical preferences, is ludi-
crous, and more suited to the mentality of
cult members than members of the Catho-
lic Church.

Patricia McKeever
Editor, Catholic Truth

“In our time more than ever
before… all the vigour of
Satan’s reign is due to the
easy-going weakness of
Catholics.  Oh! If I might ask
the Divine Redeemer, as the
Prophet Zachary did in spirit:
What are those wounds in

the midst of Thy hands? the answer would
not be doubtful.  With these I was wounded
in the house of them that loved Me.  I was
wounded by My friends, who did nothing
to defend Me, and who on every occasion,
made themselves the accomplices of My
adversaries.  And this reproach can be
levelled at the weak and timid Catholics of
all countries.”  Pope (Saint) Pius X at the
Beatification of Joan of Arc (Dec. 13, 1908).

Continued on p.15, bottom of column 2…
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“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March
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They [Who]Live In Sin Shall
Die In Their Sin

Sermon of St. Alphonsus Di Liguori

It is a thing to be marvelled at that God
unceasingly threatens sinners with an
unhappy death. "Then they shall call upon
Me, and I will not hear" [Proverbs I, 28]. Will
God hear the sinner's cry when distress
shall come upon him?

The Lord pronounces the same threat in so
many other places, yet sinners live in peace
as securely as if God had certainly
promised to give them, at death, pardon
and paradise. It is true that at whatsoever
hour the sinner is converted God promises
to pardon him. But He has not promised
that sinners will be converted at death: on
the contrary, He has often protested that
they who live in sin shall die in sin. "You
shall die in your sins" [Jn VIII, 24]. He has
declared that they who seek Him at death
shall not find Him. We must, therefore, seek
God while He may be found. A time shall
come when it will not be in our power to find
Him. Poor blind sinners! They put off their
conversion till death, when there will be no
more time for repentance. "The wicked,"
says Oleaster, "have never learned to do
good unless when the time for doing good
is no more." God wills the salvation of all,
but He takes vengeance on obstinate
sinners.

Should any man in a state of sin be seized
with apoplexy and be deprived of his
senses, what sentiments of compassion
would be excited in all who should see him
die without the sacraments and without
signs of repentance! And how great should
be their delight, if he recovered the use of
his senses, asked for absolution, and made
acts of sorrow for his sins! But is not he a
fool who has time to repent and prefers to
continue in sin? Or who returns to sin, and
exposes himself to the danger of being cut
off by death without the sacraments, and
without repentance? A sudden death
excites terror in all, and still how many
expose themselves to the danger of dying
suddenly, and of dying in sin?

Weight and balance are the judgments of
the Lord. We keep no account of the graces
which God bestows upon us, but He keeps
an account of them, He measures them;
and when He sees them despised to a
certain degree, He then abandons the
sinner in his sin, and takes him out of life
in that unhappy state. Miserable the man
who defers his conversion till death. St
Augustine says that "the repentance which
is sought from a sick man is infirm."

St Jerome teaches that, of a hundred
thousand sinners who continue in sin till
death, scarcely one will be saved. St
Vincent Ferrer writes that it is a greater
miracle to bring such sinners to salvation,
than to raise the dead to life.

What sorrow, what repentance, can be
expected at death from the man who has
loved sin till that moment? St Augustine
says that by a just chastisement the sinner
who has forgotten God during life shall
forget himself at death.

Be not deceived," says the Apostle, "God
is not mocked. For what things a man shall
sow, those also shall he reap. For he that
soweth in his flesh, of the flesh also shall
he reap corruption" [Galatians VI, 7-8]. It
would be a mockery of God to live in
contempt of His laws, and afterward to reap
remuneration and eternal glory. But God is
not mocked. What we sow in this life, we
reap in the next. For him who sows the
forbidden pleasures of the flesh, nothing
remains but corruption, misery, and eternal
death.

Beloved Christian, what is said for others
is also applicable to you. Tell me, if you
were at the point of death, given over by
the physicians, deprived of your senses,
and in your last agony, with what fervour
would you ask of God another month or
week to settle the accounts of your
conscience! God at present gives you this
time: thank Him for it, and apply an
immediate remedy to the evil you have
done; adopt all the means of finding
yourself in the grace of God when death
comes; for then there will be no more time
to acquire His friendship

 27 Sep 1696 - 01 Aug 1787

St. Thérèse of
Lisieux on

Detachment

"One Sunday”, Thérèse tells us, “I went

right joyously on my way towards the

alley of chestnut trees; it was the

spring-time, and I meant to enjoy the

beauties of nature. O cruel

disappointment! My dear chestnut trees

had been pruned, and the branches,

already loaded with verdant buds, lay

strewn upon the ground! It was

heartrending to view this destruction,

and to think that three years must pass

ere I could see it repaired...

My distress however did not last: “If I

were in another monastery”,  thought I,

“what difference would it make to me if

the chestnut trees in the Carmel of

Lisieux were cut down altogether? I will

fret no more about transitory things; my

Well-Beloved shall take the place of all

else for me… I will wander ever in the

groves of His love, which none may

touch."

Taken from St. Therese of Lisieux
- Counsels and Reminiscences
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From the Blog…
Liberanos on
Climate Change - Data or
Dogma?

Deacon Augustine on
Interfaith… or Interference with
God’s Plan of Salvation: does
Church matter?

Mortalium Animos
[Encyclical of Pius XI which
prohibits Catholic
participation in ecumenical
activity] was published less
than 30 years before Vatican

II and it merely re-stated the constant
Tradition of the Church since the time of
the Apostles. Pius XI proved all his
arguments from Sacred Scripture and the
Fathers of the Church.
IT WAS NOT CITED ONCE in Vatican
II’s decree on ecumenism – Unitatis
Redintegratio. (or as I prefer to call it
Unitatis Disintegratio!!) If anybody wants
any proof that there is no continuity
between much of Vatican II and the
Catholic Faith, this is surely one of the
finest examples.
The archbishop (Philip Targaglia of
Glasgow) obviously accepts uncritically
the neo-marxist freemasonry which has
been smuggled in to the Church. It is a
totally false road and its destination is
hell.

This is something I often
wondered about. Where I am
sitting now was under
hundreds of feet of ice 10,000
years ago. It melted. Ergo the

climate warmed. We humans did not warm
it, as there were not enough of us around
then. Just a thought.

Westminster Fly on
Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Is The
Consecration Of Russia Now
Urgent?

“Tell them, Father, that many
times the Most Holy Virgin
told my cousins Francisco
and Jacinta, as well as
myself, that many nations will
disappear from the face of

the earth. She said that Russia will be the
instrument of chastisement chosen by
Heaven to punish the whole world if we
do not beforehand obtain the conversion
of that poor nation.” - From Sister Lucia’s
interview with Fr Fuentes, 1957
http://archive.fatima.org/essentials/opposed/frfue
ntes.asp

Being as the Consecration of Russia
hasn’t been done as requested, it’s just a
matter of when, not if, the annihilation of
nations will begin

Catholic Herald, 20/12/18, Analysis: How
the Vatican is preparing for its February
abuse summit.
“This week”, the Herald reports, “the meet-
ing’s planning committee requested that
presidents of bishops’ conferences meet
personally with victims of abuse before the
February Vatican summit.”
A letter from the planning committee urges
meeting participants “to reach out and visit
with victim survivors of clergy sex abuse in
your respective countries prior to the
meeting in Rome, to learn first-hand the
suffering that they have endured.”
Pope Francis has met several times with
victims of clerical sexual abuse. A July 7,
2014 meeting with survivors was the first
meeting ever of a pope with victims within
the Vatican walls. The Pope also met with
survivors in the US in 2015 and in Chile
and Ireland in 2018.
Benedict XVI was the first pope to hold
organized meetings with abuse survivors:
he did in 2008 in the United States and
Australia, in 2010 in the United Kingdom
and Malta, in 2011 in Germany. Benedict
XVI not only began this particular papal
ministry, he also blessed its institutionali-
zation.
Benedict XVI was a supporter of a 2012
conference, “Toward Healing and Renew-
al,” organized by the Jesuit’s Pontifical
Gregorian University with the Backing of
the Secretariat of State and the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of Faith. Among the
outcomes of that conference was the es-
tablishment in Rome of a Center for Child
Protection. The conference emphasized
the need for bishops to listen to victim’
stories as a first step in any response, and
the need to consult with secular lay ex-
perts to better ensure objective judgments.
The expertise of the Center for Child Pro-
tection has since been transferred into the
Pontifical Commission for the Protection of
Minors…
Ed: the humiliation of requiring a bureaucracy
dedicated to protecting children from assaults
by priests and bishops, right at the heart of the
Church in Rome requires no further comment
here

Abuse Scandal -
American Bishop Calls
a Homosexual Spade a
Homosexual Spade…
Extracts below, taken from a report on the
website of Occupy the Vatican…

In response to recent sexual abuse crises,
the Bishop of Madison, Wisconsin, has
said that the Catholic Church must renew
its conviction to identify and reject sin, and
admit that a homosexual culture among
some clerics has caused great harm in the
Church. The bishop also called Catholics
to join him in offering acts of reparation for
the sins of sexual immorality among Cath-
olic deacons, priests, and bishops. “For too
long we have diminished the reality of sin
— we have refused to call a sin a sin —
and we have excused sin in the name of a
mistaken notion of mercy. In our efforts to
be open to the world we have become all
too willing to abandon the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. In order to avoid causing
offense we offer to ourselves and to others
niceties and human consolation,” wrote
Bishop Robert Morlino in a pastoral letter
released Aug. 18. “There must be no room
left, no refuge for sin — either within our
own lives, or within the lives of our commu-
nities. To be a refuge for sinners (which we
should be), the Church must be a place
where sinners can turn to be reconciled. In
this I speak of all sin,” he added.
The bishop was particularly candid in his
assessment of the cause of those prob-
lems: “In the specific situations at hand, we
are talking about deviant sexual — almost
exclusively homosexual — acts by clerics.
We’re also talking about homosexual prop-
ositions and abuses against seminarians
and young priests by powerful priests,
bishops, and cardinals. We are talking
about acts and actions which are not only
in violation of the sacred promises made
by some, in short, sacrilege, but also are in
violation of the natural moral law for all. To
call it anything else would be deceitful and
would only ignore the problem further.”

“There has been a great deal of effort to
keep separate acts which fall under the
category of now-culturally-acceptable acts
of homosexuality from the publicly-deplor-
able acts of pedophilia. That is to say, until
recently the problems of the Church have
been painted purely as problems of pedo-
philia — this despite clear evidence to the
contrary,” he added. “It is time to be hon-
est that the problems are both and they are
more. To fall into the trap of parsing prob-
lems according to what society might find
acceptable or unacceptable is ignoring the
fact that the Church has never held ANY of
it to be acceptable — neither the abuse of
children, nor any use of one’s sexuality
outside of the marital relationship, nor the
sin of sodomy, nor the entering of clerics

Continued bottom of column 3

into intimate sexual relationships at all,
nor the abuse and coercion by those with
authority,” he wrote.
“It is time to admit that there is a homosex-
ual subculture within the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church that is wreaking great
devastation in the vineyard of the Lord.
The Church’s teaching is clear that the
homosexual inclination is not in itself sin-
ful, but it is intrinsically disordered in a way
that renders any man stably afflicted by it
unfit to be a priest,” he added

To read the Bishop’s letter in full, visit
http://www.madisoncatholicherald.org/bishopsletters/7730
-letter-scandal.html

“Homosexual Spade…” continued
from column 1
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Faith &
Morality
Matters

Your Problems Answered
Aunt Evangeline

Danielle in Dundee writes…
I’m guessing that Jesus was teaching us
total detachment when He spoke of hating
our mother and father etc.  But it’s not
always easy to explain - can you help?
Aunt Evangeline replies…
In short, your interpretation is correct, but
the following extracts from the Jews For
Jesus (US) website might help to further
clarify those Gospel quotes…
In apparent contradiction to [the]
commandment,“Honor your father and your
mother…” - Exodus 20:12.  Jesus said this:
Do not think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth. I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man
against his father, and a
daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law.
And a person’s enemies will
be those of his own household. Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me
- Matthew 10:34–37. Or, it seems, even
worse:
If anyone comes to me and does not hate
his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple
- Luke 14:26

Yet understanding the Jewish background
to Jesus’ teaching sheds an entirely
different light on his words… A common
Jewish view was that the messianic era
would be preceded by a time of disharmony
in family and social relationships. In other
words, things were going to get worse
before they got better. In his sayings
quoted above, Jesus was announcing the
messianic age and his own messiahship.
In doing so, he was quoting from the Old
Testament prophet Micah who spoke of the
messianic age in the following terms: Put
no trust in a neighbor; have no confidence
in a friend…a man’s enemies are the men
of his own house - Micah 7:5–6.

Jesus is not encouraging hate. Rather, he
is saying that social networks will be torn
apart because the time of Messiah is now
here. People will be divided over Jesus and
his call to repentance and faith. Social
unrest was not Jesus’ goal. But when
God’s kingdom comes, sin stands out in
sharp relief. (Rich Robinson, Jan 1, 2000, Did
Jesus teach his disciples to hate their parents? From
the website of Jews for Jesus)

Book
Review

Marta Andreasen's Brussels Laid Bare is
a book which tells the inside, and chilling,
story of what happened to the EU's Chief
Accountant when she tried to expose a
200 million euros fraud in the EU's
accounts.  We are offering this book at £2
off its cover price (£10 instead of £12 by
post - it's been selling so well we've
recently had to order an extra print run.)
If you place your order by the end of
March, we'll also send you our two popular
booklets for free: 101 Reasons Why We
Should Leave The EU (2018 edition) and
also Brexit Choices, a layman's guide to
Brexit and what the various options mean,
including a Canada style agreement with
the EU, as is [often] in the news.
This offer is not available to the general
public and so is not available on our
website at this price.  So, if you would like
to take advantage, please phone one of
the following numbers and process credit
card details that way:
Telephone:  01793 762417 (this
business is run from home and so this
line is not always answered). An
alternative number which is manned
during office hours is 01752 334950 -
they will take messages for us to return
your call. If you prefer, you can write to

Brussels Laid Bare
- Special Offer for

Catholic Truth
readers…
If you order by

end March, 2019…
Brussels Laid Bare
by
Marta Andreasen -
available to order on
Amazon…

or see special offer
for Catholic Truth
readers in column 3.

Extracts from two Amazon reviews…
(1) … the book hardly has any references, it is
based on the author's experience. But when
looking around the internet, despite the author's
experience being referenced in EU debates like
the UK Parliament, I haven't heard of [ANY]
attempts by anyone to debunk it, not even the
people who the author named and shamed
made any public attempts to debunk the book
to my knowledge. That's a sure thing that it's
worth a read…

(2) …As an accountant I found it amazing that
prior to Marta Andreasen’s appointment in 2002
the position of the EU’s Chief Accountant had
not been held by a qualified accountant…Most
shocking was the lack of incentive to deter fraud
and the positive incentive to hide issues and
persecute whistleblowers. The book is written
for the layman to enjoy, but I expect that
accountants in particular will find it both gripping
and shocking

By Bookworm…

As Lord Pearson of Rannoch writes in the
Foreward: “If you want to go on hoping that
the EU can be ‘reformed from within’, don’t
read this book.
Brussels Laid Bare, written by the (sacked)
EU’s Chief Accountant, reads like a thriller.
The author, Marta Andreasen MEP, reveals
that “the EU’s accounting system was
massively open to fraud, as nearly all its
transactions were impossible to trace” (p.84).
She details the persecution that followed when,
on taking up her appointment, she refused to
sign off on accounts in which she had found a
discrepancy of almost 200 million euros. This
persecution  culminated in her sacking. In the
chapter explaining how her responsibility as
Chief Accountant was removed, she writes:
“…I was intrigued to read in the London
Times, in September, 2002, that over the
previous five years the Commission had sacked
just one person, although it refused to say for
what. Yet, the list of almost 50 cases of proven
misconduct which might have persuaded most
employers to part company with their
employees included rape, fraud, forgery,
assault, harassment, misuse of funds, theft, and
possession of paedophile pornography.
In the majority of cases, the offenders were
given reprimands, written warnings or
“admonitions”… (P.87).

The part played in the bullying of the author
by the then British EU Commissioner, Neil
Kinnock - former leader of the Labour Party -
is of particular interest to readers in the UK,
not least because his son, Stephen Kinnock MP
is currently battling against Brexit in the
Westminster Parliament, desperate to remain
in the EU. Describing Neil Kinnock’s manner
at one meeting as having been intended to
“anger, intimidate or humiliate”, the author
paints a picture of an extremely dishonest man.
No need to read between the lines to work out
why his MP son, Stephen, is so keen to support
the EU gravy train.

It is difficult to do justice to this book in a short
review, but this must-read is summed up
perfectly by a comment on the back cover:
“Possibly no other case shows more clearly
how the EU, through stealth, deceit and
bullying has become a modern tyranny.”

Highly recommended reading - see special
offer for CT readers in column 3…

Hugh Williams,
St Edward's Press,

20 Barra Close,
Highworth,
Wiltshire,
SN6 7HX,

UK
OR
email info@stedwardspress.co.uk
Visit: www.stedwardspress.co.uk

mailto:nfo@stedwardspress.co.uk
http:// www.stedwardspress.co.uk


Catholic Truth… Keeping the Faith, Telling the Truth - a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 13

Some time
ago, I was
contacted by
an English
reader who
was
concerned
about a
seminarian from an Archdiocese in
England who, on social media outlets,
has shown support for the “gay culture”. I
received evidence of this “support” for the
“so-called gay culture” and - given that
the Vatican prohibition on the acceptance
into seminary and ordination of
homosexuals includes not only those who
are homosexually active or with deep-
seated homosexual tendencies but also
those who “support the so-called gay
culture” - the material did ring an alarm
bell.

However, I didn’t act on the information
immediately, but waited a bit before
contacting the Rector at the Venerable
English College (VEC) in Rome to ask for
an email address for the seminarian in
question. I decided that the first, and fair,
thing to do was to give the seminarian the
opportunity to reflect on the Church’s
prohibition on ordaining homosexuals,
and to inform him of the fact that, despite
his involvement in the “gay culture”
having been scrubbed from his internet
history, the evidence is still held on file by
concerned Catholics.
Promptly, the Rector, Monsignor Whitmore,
replied to provide an email address and I
contacted the young man on 26 July 2018
explaining that “…a reader in England sent

me some Facebook screen
shots of you, 'liking' 'gay'
clubs and stating that you
were on 'Pride' committees
– stuff like that - which led
me to believe that you - at
least at that time - didn't

fully and unequivocally accept Catholic
teaching on homosexuality as laid out in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church. You
appeared also, on Twitter, to support a
pro-gay ‘marriage’ article in the
Telegraph… Since you are on your way to
ordination to the priesthood, it would be
reassuring to know that the above is all in
the past and that you now, fully and
unequivocally, accept Church teaching on
homosexuality.”

[Name] replied promptly, to assure me
that he did “now fully and unequivocally
accept the Church's teaching on this
matter…” [emphasis added]. I decided

that I was obliged to take him at his word,
and reassured him on this point.
Then the veritable tsunami of homosexual
scandals broke, with shocking insights
into the normalising of homo-sexual life in
Catholic seminaries, published across the
internet. Bishops, not merely tolerating
homosexual couplings  (bad enough as
that would be) but actually approving
such activity within seminaries.
After further consultation with our source
in England, I wrote again to the
seminarian; my email dated 20 October,
2018, follows, but this time, received no
reply:
Dear [Name],
Further to our brief email exchange in July,
when I was pleased to accept your
assurance that you now accept the
teaching of the Church on homosexuality,
I hope you appreciate that, in the light of
the tsunami of homosexual scandals
involving priests and bishops which
followed our correspondence, given the
Church’s prohibition on the ordination of
homosexual men or even those with “deep
seated tendencies” or who “support the
so-called gay culture”, I am unable to
remain silent in the face of the evidence of
your participation in the “gay” scene, and
even support for same-sex marriage.
We are discussing, on our blog, the sacking
of a sound priest from both Maynooth
seminary in Ireland and St Mary’s Oscott
in Birmingham, simply because he sought
to apply the prohibition required by the
Church. You can follow that conversation
here [link provided to Priest’s Open Letter
to UK Bishops being discussed on our blog:
https://catholictruthblog.com/2018/10/18/priests-
open-letter-to-uk-bishops/#comments ].

As you will see, if you read Father
Marsden’s Open Letter to the UK Bishops,
and contributions from our bloggers, on that
thread, I must, on reflection, offer you
another opportunity to re-consider your
position.
My intention is not to upset you. I hope you
understand that, and that I do, in
conscience, believe that I was wrong to so
readily dismiss the Church’s ruling on
refusing homosexual candidates for
seminary, in your case. That I was wrong
to do so, has been driven home to me by
the flood of revelations now in the public
domain, and the shocking role of many
bishops, themselves homosexually
compromised, in the cover-up of
homosexual abuse of vulnerable young
people – including seminarians.

English College in Rome: Scene of Latest
Seminary/Homosexual Scandal?
The article below was first published on the Catholic Truth blog, 6/11/18

Editor
I look forward to your reply, in the hope that
you have, in fact, realised yourself, in the
light of the ongoing scandals, that the
Church is wise to refuse ordination to those
who are actively homosexual, have deep
seated tendencies towards homosexuality
and/or who support the so-called gay
culture, and that you will, consequently,
re-consider your own vocation. [Signed…]
Ends.
When it became clear that the seminarian
was going to sit it out, I felt I had no
alternative but to contact [by email]:
the seminary Rector
Monsignor Philip Whitmore, Archdiocese
of Westminster,
the Vice Rector
Fr John Flynn, Diocese of Salford
Pastoral Director
Fr John Metcalfe, Diocese of Hallam
Academic Tutor
Fr James McAuley, Diocese of Portsmouth
Spiritual Director
Fr Anthony Doe, Archdiocese of
Westminster.
Thus, nobody at the seminary can claim
ignorance of the fact that a seminarian with
a public homosexual profile is to be
ordained for an English archdiocese. My
email - dated 24 October, 2018 - to the
Rector, copies to the above-named senior
staff, follows:
Dear Monsignor Whitmore,
Some months ago, I wrote to you to
request an email address for [Name]. I
repeat my gratitude for your speedy
response to my request, and I apologise
for the length of this email, which, I hope
you will come to see, is lengthy only out of
necessity. The following is the pertinent
extract from my first email to [Name] which
explains why I had decided to write to him:
“…a reader in England sent me some
Facebook screen shots of you, 'liking' 'gay'
clubs and stating that you were on 'Pride'
committees – stuff like that - which led me
to believe that you - at least at that time -
didn't fully and unequivocally accept
Catholic teaching on homosexuality as laid
out in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. You appeared also, on Twitter, to
support a pro-gay ‘marriage’ article in the
Telegraph… Since you are on your way to
ordination to the priesthood, it would be
reassuring to know that the above is all in
the past and that you now, fully and
unequivocally, accept Church teaching on
homosexuality.”

Continued on p.14
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[Name] replied promptly, to assure me
that he did “now fully and unequivocally
accept the Church's teaching on this
matter…”
Despite the Church’s prohibition on
accepting homosexuals into seminary and
ordaining homosexuals to the priesthood, I
felt I could, in conscience, let the matter rest
there.
However, in the light of the subsequent
tsunami of scandals involving homosexual
seminarians, priests and bishops, not least
the persecution of priests such as Father
David Marsden SCJ during his work as a
seminary formator in not one, but two
seminaries (Maynooth and Oscott), I now
feel that I am conscience bound to inform
you of my concerns about the prospect of
[Name] going forward to ordination. Indeed,
although I’m sure that you will be aware of
the case of Father David Marsden SCJ, you
can read about his situation and the
attendant growing concern among the laity
regarding the failure to apply the Church’s
prohibition on accepting homosexuals into
seminary, and, subsequently, ordaining
them, on our blog here
https://catholictruthblog.com/2018/10/18/priests-
open-letter-to-uk-bishops/

My own conscience is now troubling me,
not least because I am reminded of the
detail of the Church’s concerns about
homosexuality within the priesthood: “In the
light of such teaching, this Dicastery, in
accord with the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, believes it necessary to state
clearly that the Church, while profoundly
respecting the persons in question cannot
admit to the seminary or to holy orders
those who practise homosexuality, present
deep-seated homosexual tendencies or
support the so-called "gay culture”.”
[emphasis added - Source: Congregation for Catholic
Education - Instruction Concerning the Criteria for
the Discernment of Vocations with regard to
Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of
their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders]

Further, to bring the issue right up to date,
I have, only this morning, received the
following news from a friend in England:
“At today’s press briefing, Veteran
Vaticanist Sandro Magister also asked a
question on the Church’s acceptance of
homosexuals. Magister asked Cardinal
Tagle:
“You have said that the synod has been
insistent on the welcome and
accompaniment and integration of
homosexual young people. So I ask you:
In the seminaries throughout the world,
we know that the welcome of homosexual
young men as candidates to the
priesthood is very strong and also very
generous, with the effect that Pope
Francis has spoken about it in alarming
words.”

Last May, Pope Francis spoke behind
closed doors to Italian bishops gathered
for their plenary assembly, telling them:
“The seminaries are welcoming too many
homosexuals” and “we need to put the
brakes on it.” Ends.

serious homosexual problem? Is the
English College in Rome also implicated?
Well, we certainly learn this:  that there is
a seminarian in the English College in
Rome who is going forward to ordination
despite his documented support for the
so-called "gay culture" - and we learn that
each of his superiors, knowing this,
apparently refuses to apply the Church's
prohibition on his ordination.
The Church has good reason for refusing
ordination to homosexuals. It’s not about
“bigotry” or “discrimination” in the
pejorative sense. Below, the pertinent
section from the Vatican document
Concerning the Criteria for the
Discernment of Vocations with regard
to Persons with Homosexual
Tendencies in view of their Admission
to the Seminary and to Holy Orders…
“From the time of the Second Vatican
Council until today, various Documents of
the Magisterium, and especially the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, have
confirmed the teaching of the Church on
homosexuality. The Catechism
distinguishes between homosexual acts
and homosexual tendencies.
Regarding acts, it teaches that Sacred
Scripture presents them as grave sins.
The Tradition has constantly considered
them as intrinsically immoral and contrary
to the natural law. Consequently, under
no circumstance can they be approved.
Deep-seated homosexual tendencies,
which are found in a number of men and
women, are also objectively disordered
and, for those same people, often
constitute a trial. Such persons must be
accepted with respect and sensitivity.
Every sign of unjust discrimination in their
regard should be avoided. They are
called to fulfil God's will in their lives and
to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's
Cross the difficulties they may encounter,
In the light of such teaching, this Dicastery,
in accord with the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, believes it necessary to state
clearly that the Church, while profoundly
respecting the persons in question cannot
admit to the seminary or to holy orders
those who practise homosexuality,
present deep-seated homosexual
tendencies or support the so-called
"gay culture”
Such persons, in fact, find themselves
in a situation that gravely hinders them
from relating correctly to men and
women. One must in no way overlook the
negative consequences that can derive
from the ordination of persons with deep-
seated homosexual tendencies.
Different, however, would be the case in
which one were dealing with homosexual
tendencies that were only the expression
of a transitory problem - for example, that
of an adolescence not yet superseded.
Nevertheless, such tendencies must be
clearly overcome at least three years
before ordination to the diaconate.
[Ed: emphases added].

English College in Rome: Scene of Latest Seminary/Homosexual Scandal?…Continued from p.13

Continued on p.15

I wrote again to [Name] on Saturday, but,
to date, I have not received any reply.

[Ed: at this point I reproduced here, my
latest email to the seminarian, dated 20th
October – see above].

If, Monsignor, you have any
doubts about my concerns, I will
readily email you the screen
shots from [Name’s] Facebook
which show that he – at the very
least – “supports the so-called

gay culture.”
Be assured, I take no pleasure in writing
any of this but I feel duty bound to place the
matter in your hands, leaving it with your
conscience and the consciences of the staff
copied into this email. [Signed, Editor,
Catholic Truth] Ends.

Receiving no reply from the Rector, or any
of the priests at the Venerable English
College in Rome copied into my email, and
since publicity is genuinely our last resort,
I wrote one last time to the seminarian as
follows:

Dear [Name],
When you failed to respond to my email
dated 20 October, I decided that I ought
to contact the Rector and other senior
staff at your seminary. It occurs to me that
I should have copied you into that email,
so, with apologies for that oversight,
better late than never, please find below,
my email to them.
As a friend has just said, when even Pope
Francis expresses the view that
something has to be done about the
rampant homosexuality in seminaries, it’s
clear that there is a problem!   Quite!
Thus, I repeat my exhortation to you to
reconsider your position; perhaps you
would reply to this email by Thursday,
November 1, Feast of All Saints, latest, to
let me know if you agree.
Since I have not had any reply from your
Rector (not even the courtesy of an
acknowledgement), then, absent the above
requested assurance from you, I will be
duty bound to place the information in my
possession, into the public domain. That
does not mean that I will name you – I won’t
do that, but with the available data, it should
not be too difficult for informed English
Catholics to work out your identity.
Obviously, that is not desirable, so I
sincerely hope that you will reconsider your
position, if not as a result of my email(s)
then as a result of reminding yourself of the
Church’s prohibition on the ordination of
those with homosexual tendencies, or even
who “support the so-called gay culture”...
[My above email to Mgr. Whitmore et al appended
here, in original email – Ed.]
Kind regards – God bless you.
[Signed]… Ends.

Conclusion…

So, what do we learn from the above
correspondence? Do we learn that Oscott
is not the only English seminary with a

https://catholictruthblog.com/2018/10/18/priests-open-letter-to-uk-bishops/
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Clearly, there is no excuse whatsoever for
seminary Rectors to continue to accept and
ordain young men with homosexual
tendencies or who are supportive of the
culture that nourishes this tendency –
which is, in fact, a vice.
We have asked the seminarian in question
to re-consider his position – that is, to
withdraw from seminary and refuse
ordination in an act of humble submission
to the teaching and discipline of the
Church. Failing this, his superiors should
refuse him ordination.
Given the flood of recent scandals, and the
ongoing scandals at the Irish and English
seminaries, Maynooth and Oscott
respectively, the senior seminary staff –
together with their bishops/archbishops -
bear a very heavy responsibility before God
for their defiance in refusing to apply the
crucial criteria for the discernment of
priestly vocations.

English College in Rome: Scene of Latest Seminary/Homosexual Scandal?…Continued from p.14
above - support the "gay" culture.
Given the flood of scandals which are
continuing to shock the world, then,
hopefully you, too, will contact the senior
seminary staff at the Venerable English
College in Rome - email addresses are
listed on the VEC website on this page
https://www.vecrome.org/staff.html or you can
contact them by letter or telephone at the
following address:

Venerabile Collegio Inglese
Via di Monserrato 45

00186 Roma
ITALY

Telephone: +39 06 68 68 546
Telephone: +39 06 68 65 808

Fax: +39 06 68 67 607

Let them know that you have read about
this scandal in the Catholic Truth newsletter
and/or blog, and they'll perhaps realise that
rudely ignoring the genuine concerns of the
Catholic people, isn't going to work.  The
“liberals” dismiss Catholic Truth as
ineffectual. Prove them wrong

'If priests sin, all the
people are led to sin.
Hence every one must
render an account of
his own sins; but the
priests are also
responsible for the
sins of others.'

                                                     St. John Chrysostom

The crisis in the Church today is essentially
a crisis in the priesthood and that crisis is
hallmarked by the widespread infestation
of homosexual activity and mentality, into
the once glorious Catholic priesthood:
“This Congregation reaffirms the need for
Bishops, major superiors and all relevant
authorities to carry out an attentive
discernment concerning the suitability of
candidates for holy orders, from the time
of admission to the seminary until
ordination. This discernment must be done
in light of a conception of the ministerial
priesthood that is in accordance with the
teaching of the Church. Let Bishops,
episcopal conferences and major superiors
look to see that the constant norms of this
Instruction be faithfully observed for the
good of the candidates themselves, and to
guarantee that the Church always has
suitable priests who are true shepherds
according to the Heart of Christ."
The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, on 31 August
2005, approved [the above] present
Instruction and ordered its publication.
Rome, 4 November 2005, Memorial of St
Charles Borromeo, Patron of Seminaries.

In an article published in the journal
Gregorianum 68 (Gregorianum was an ear-
ly periodical of the Pontifical Gregorian Uni-
versity), 1-2 [1987], pages 339-346), we
read:
"What is the province of the laity? To hunt,
to shoot, to entertain,"1 wrote Monsignor
George Talbot in protest at the position
John Henry Newman had expressed in his
article On Consulting the Faithful in Mat-
ters of Doctrine, which was published in
The Rambler in July, 1859…
Talbot's conception of the laity has since
been caricatured in the remark that the
laity are in the Church to "pray up, pay up
and shut up!" The nub of Talbot's anxiety
was plain: "if a check not be placed on the
laity in England they will be the rulers of
the Catholic Church instead of the Holy
See and the Episcopate".2 Even Bishop
Ullathorne, Newman's Ordinary, could
ask, "Who are the laity?" As Newman
noted, "I answered (not in these words)
that the Church would look foolish without
them".3

Culture of
Clericalism …
Continued from p.9

Cardinal Newman said more:  In 1833, in
his series of articles on The Church of the
Fathers, he wrote, "I shall offend many
men when I say, we must look to the
people" (Newman's emphasis); "...our in-
fluence is to depend on them, yet the
sacraments reside with us".4 Pointing out
that during the Arian crisis of the 4th centu-
ry, when disputes raged over the relation-
ship between God the Father and God the
Son, thus challenges to the divinity of
Christ were spreading, Cardinal Newman
noted that “the body of the episcopate was
unfaithful to its commission, while the
body of the laity was faithful to its
baptism..."5  In other words, it was the laity
who kept, and defended, the Faith.
Priests and bishops, like everyone else,
are to be respected and their office hon-
oured. However, they must not be deified.
That is not only un-Catholic, but it is injuri-
ous to their own spiritual health.  We can
only speculate as to how many priests and
religious6 have been led astray, tempted
to indulge in the ways of the world, as a
result of the kind of adulation unashamed-
ly accepted by them from the well-mean-
ing and too-trusting laity for far too long.  It
is certainly a dilemma, especially in times
of massive crisis, such as we are suffering
today, to know where to draw the line, how
to avoid being truly un-charitable, as op-
posed to ruffling feathers and unintention-
ally causing hurt feelings. At Catholic
Truth, we believe that the line is drawn
where personal abuse begins: we seek to
report issues of concern, without publish-
ing any nasty personal criticism of anyone,
priest, bishop, religious or lay person. Our,
often biting criticism is limited to commen-
tary on the execution of the priestly or
episcopal office. That is “fair comment”
just as it is fair comment to offer opinions
on the way any other professional - teach-
er, doctor, lawyer - carries out his/her
duties. The  whistleblower who exposed
the murderous activities of Dr Harold Ship-
man was demonstrably correct to do so,
and probably saved many lives, while
those who tut-tutted at the suggestion that
a doctor could be guilty of such a crime
were shown to be dangerous, if unwitting,
allies of evil.
Just as, in the words of Cardinal Newman,
the Church would look foolish without the
laity, so, too, the Church could not exist
without priests and bishops.  The error of
clericalism distorts this truth and disfigures
the Mystical Body of Christ

Footnotes:
1 John Henry Newman, On Consulting the Faithful in
Matters of Doctrine, with an Introduction by John Coul-
son, London 1961: reissued with a Foreword by Derek
Worlock. Archbishop of Liverpool, London 1986, p. 41.
2  Ibid., p. 41.
3  Ibid., pp. 18-19.
4  J.H. Newman, Historical Sketches, Vol. II, pp. 340-1.
5  John Henry Newman, On Consulting the Faithful in
Matters of Doctrine, (as Footnote # 1,  p. 76.)
Note: above taken from commentary on Newman on
the Laity on EWTN website
http://www.ewtn.com/library/Theology/NEWMNLAY.HTM
6 Two nuns accused of stealing thousands of dollars,
gambling in Las Vegas, USA Today, 11/12/18

Blessed Cardinal J.H. Newman
(21 /2/ 1801 – 11/8/1890)
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Finally……

At time of going to press, December,
2018, we have had no response, either
from the seminarian or his superiors.
Presumably, then, our approaches will
continue to be ignored.  Hopefully,
readers will feel rightly outraged at this
blatant disregard for the Church's
prohibition on accepting into seminary,
and ordaining, homosexuals, including
men who - like the seminarian referred to

https://www.vecrome.org/staff.html
http://www.ewtn.com/library/Theology/NEWMNLAY.HTM
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Lest you think that the Bishop of Paisley is
alone in his devotion to the hoax Med-
jugorje “shrine”,(see p.3), think again.
Advertisements regularly feature in the
so-called Catholic press: for example, the
advert in column 3 appeared in the De-
cember, 2018 edition of Flourish, the offi-
cial monthly publication of the Archdiocese
of Glasgow. So, it’s not a case of “well,
people will go there anyway so we need to
cater for their spiritual needs” - nope. It’s a
case of actively encouraging people to
believe in this nonsense lady who has
contradicted more Catholic doctrines than
Martin Luther ever did.

Now, one school of thought might be that
permitting or encouraging folk to visit a
place of claimed Marian apparitions is
small fry compared to the other scandals
recounted in this edition. The fact is, how-
ever, that it’s a web: it’s all part of the same
diabolical design to destroy the Catholic
religion. The bishop who thinks nothing of
making an illicit pilgrimage will soon think
nothing of approving, even blessing, other
prohibited behaviour. It’s all part of the
same diabolical web.
A statement from Bishop Vincent Long
Van Nguyen, the Vietnamese Australian
Bishop of Parramatta, on “our LGBT broth-
ers and sisters” is entirely typical of the
contribution of bishops everywhere to this
web, where homosexuality has been nor-
malised; his statement is notable not only
because it is diabolically disoriented, but
because it is dated 13/9/17 - the 100th

anniversary of the fifth Fatima apparition.

Turning the truth on its head, this bishop
writes - in the context of the then raging
debate and forthcoming postal survey on
same-sex “marriage” - that it is we, (i.e. not
our LGBT “brothers and sisters”) who must
“listen to what the Spirit is saying through
the signs of the times.” He continues:
“Throughout much of history, our gay and
lesbian (or LGBTI) brothers and sisters
have often not been treated with respect,
sensitivity and compassion. Regrettably,
the Church has not always been a place
where they have felt welcomed, accepted
and  loved. Thus, regardless of the out-
come of the survey, we must commit our-
selves to  the task of reaching out to our
LGBTI brothers and sisters, affirming their
dignity and  accompanying them on our
common journey towards the fullness of
life and love in God.1

Priests and Bishops who think that reading
the “signs of the times” means changing
Christ’s teaching and the natural moral law
in compliance with manufactured public
opinion have misunderstood the concept
to the point where they need their heads
examined. They’re travelling that broad
road, where the traffic is dense. However,
Christ’s road - He tells us - is narrow; and
few there are who find it. (Matt 7:14)

Well, if they are advertising
pilgrimages to Medjugorje in
the Catholic press in Scotland,
it’s obvious that all the
bishops believe in it, so what’s
the problem with Bishop
Keenan going there? In any
case, he was only going to
bless a centre - what’s the big
deal?

No big deal, really…It’s only
because the local bishop is not
a believer and he doesn’t want
others believing in it. Selfish.
Technically, it’s the local
bishop who decides if an
apparition is worthy of belief
and allows the faithful to
organise pilgrimages but
that’s a detail.  Who bothers
about that sort of bureaucracy
any more?
Anyway, it reminds me, I’ve
been meaning to get my house
blessed for ages, so I think
I’ll ask the Bishop of
Parramatta - he sounds like
an open-minded sort of
person. And our parish priest
is always away at meetings, so
he won’t be free.  The Bishop
here is also a bit of a
wanderer. Last I heard he was
paying a visit to the English
College in Rome…

(pages 3, 13, 16)

Properly understood, reading the “signs of
the times” means explaining the revelation
of Christ so that it is readily understood by
each generation. Not altering it to fit in with
new societal mores. The truths of the Faith
must be explained, not as kill-joy rules and
regulations, but as the means to achieving
true inner peace and freedom, and thus,
ultimately, eternal salvation. We need to
show that the person who lives an authentic
Catholic life will not steal either your spouse
or your silver; nor will (s)he be a patient at
the local STD clinic. Properly explained, the
Faith is the polar opposite of repressive.
Instead, it reflects St Augustine’s  famous:
“love [God]  and do what you will…”  It is
this message - that true personal freedom
and happiness can only be achieved
through living by God’s “rules” - that we
must communicate to the world.   We must
not capitulate, as if the  Church has been
too strict for centuries and is now
enlightened by our permissive, decadent
society. Gimme a break. Please!

Pope Pius XII, writing to the Bishops of the
USA, spelt out this correct reading of the
“signs of the times”: “The Christian, if he
does honor to the name he bears, is always
an apostle; it is not permitted to the Soldier
of Christ that he quit the battlefield,
because only death puts an end to his
military service.

You well know where it is necessary that
you exercise a more discerning vigilance
and what program of action should be
marked out for priests and faithful in order
that the religion of Christ may overcome
the obstacles in its path and be a luminous
guide to the minds of men, govern their
morals and, for the sole purpose of
salvation, permeate the marrow and the
arteries of human society. The progress of
exterior and material possessions…is not
enough for man who is born for higher and
brighter destinies. Created indeed to the
image and likeness of God, he seeks God
with a yearning that will not be repressed
and always groans and weeps if he places
the object of his love where Supreme Truth
and the Infinite Good cannot be found.2

Prelates like Bishops John Keenan and
Vincent Long Van Nguyen have yet to learn
this elementary truth, astonishing as this
seems to those of us who lack their
resources for research and religious living.
Chillingly, St John Chyrsostom, 4th century
Bishop and Doctor of the Church, warns:
“I do not think there are many among
Bishops [who] will be saved, but many
more [who] perish.” 3

For this reason, we must pray for all priests,
bishops and popes - urgently

Footnotes
1Most Rev Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv
Bishop of Parramatta 13 September, 2017,
Memorial of St John Chrysostom
2 Pope Pius XII, Encyclical, Sertum Laetitiae,  150th
Anniversary of the Establishment of the Hierarchy in
the USA, # 16/17, 1931
3 St. John Chrysostom. Extract from , Homily III on Acts
1:12.2


