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Statistics for 2017 reveal that, out of an estimated Catholic population of 674,000, the average weekly Mass
attendance in Scotland is a mere 135,518 (published in the current Catholic Directory of Scotland, 2019. However,
see p.16 for evidence that the Catholic population is under-estimated in the Directory). If words mean anything,
then, “by their fruits shall ye know them” begs the question whatever happened to ‘go, preach the Gospel to all
nations’? The “ecumenical” Scottish nation is a long way from the days of the famous 14th century Declaration of
Arbroath - a declaration of Scottish independence in the form of a letter in Latin dated 6 April, 1320, submitted to
Pope John XXII, which asserted Scotland's status as an independent, sovereign state. The central place of the
Catholic Faith in Scotland at that time is clear: “Most Holy Father, we know and from the chronicles and books of
the ancients we find that among other famous nations our own, the Scots, has been graced with widespread
renown… the King of kings and Lord of lords, our Lord Jesus Christ, after His Passion and Resurrection, called
them, even though settled in the uttermost parts of the earth, almost the first to His most holy faith. Nor did He
wish them to be confirmed in that faith by merely anyone but by the first of His Apostles - by calling, though
second or third in rank - the most gentle Saint Andrew, the Blessed Peter’s brother, and desired him to keep them
under his protection as their patron for ever…” (Transcription: Latin text, according with text in Sir James Fergusson,
The Declaration of Arbroath 1320 (1970) pp.4-10, in the National Records of Scotland)

Notre Dame: Scottish Bishops MUST
Restore The Catholic Faith… Urgently!
The blaze at Notre Dame is a “cri de coeur for authentic conversion,” especially among the “Shepherds of the
Church”… Bishop Schneider identifies as the “spiritual arsonists” in the Church the members of the “liberal”
establishment of heterodox theologians and clergy who have contributed to the crisis in the Church or who refuse to
address its root causes. “God will not indefinitely and shamelessly be mocked by so many Shepherds of the
Church today, through their betrayal of the Faith, their sycophantic serving of the world and their neo-pagan
worship of temporal and earthly realities,” he says. “To them as well are addressed these words of Christ, ‘I tell
you, unless you repent you will all likewise perish’ (Lk 13: 5).” (Bishop Athanasius Schneider - see p.11- emphasis added)
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First Saturday Devotion…
On November 1, 1927, Fatima seer, Sister Lucy wrote to her
Godmother, Dona Maria de Miranda as follows:

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!

“I don’t know if you already know about the reparatory devotion of the five Saturdays
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. As it is still recent, I would like to inspire you to
practice it, because it is requested by Our dear Heavenly Mother and Jesus has
manifested a desire that it be practiced. Also, it seems to me that you would be fortunate,
dear Godmother, not only to know it and to give Jesus the consolation of practicing it,
but also to make it known and embraced by many other persons.
“It consists in this: During five months on the first Saturday, to receive Jesus in
Communion, recite a Rosary, keep Our Lady company for fifteen minutes while
meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary, and make a confession. The confession can
be made a few days earlier, and if in this previous confession you have forgotten the
(required) intention the following intention can be offered, provided that on the first
Saturday one receives Holy Communion in a state of grace, with the intention of
repairing for offences against the Most Holy Virgin and which afflict Her Immaculate
Heart. Note: this intention must be made expressly, interiorly, prior to making your
First Saturday confession, receiving Holy Communion, making your 15 minutes
meditation - for example: “I am doing this, (Rosary, Meditation, Confession, receiving
Communion) to make reparation for the offences against Our Lady’s Immaculate
Heart…”
Father Nicholas Gruner (RIP) emphasises the necessity of this expression of intention
when he writes: “It is not enough to have a mere general purpose in mind of “making
the Five First Saturdays.” Formulating an intention of reparation with each act is
essential to this devotion… Our Lady said, each of the four requested acts (Confession,
Holy Communion, praying the five decades of the Rosary and meditating for 15 minutes
on the 15 mysteries of the Rosary) is to be performed ‘with the intention of making
reparation to me’” (See First Saturday Meditation Manual, p.8-9, available to order
from the Fatima Center, 452 Kraft Road, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 4M7, Canada; email,
info@fatima.org)

“Now the most perfect sacrifice,the
most efficacious prayer is, of
course, the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass and Holy Communion offered
to God in the spirit of Reparation.
All this helps us understand the
pressing insistence of Our Lady, her
ardent desire that this devotion of
Reparation be practiced everywhere
as frequently as possible. This
devotion is the dearest to her,
because it is the most perfect and
therefore the most efficacious for
the salvation of souls.”
(The Whole Truth About Fatima,
Vol. II, pp. 271-273)

Taken from Sister Lucy Explains the Devotion of the Five First Saturdays,
www.fatima.org
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Scottish Bishops Punish Faithful With
Annual Reminder of Abuse Scandals
The commentary below, on the Scottish Catholic Observer report entitled
‘Church establishes yearly Day of Prayer for victims of abuse’,
is taken from the Catholic Truth blog, 10/3/19
From the Scottish Catholic Observer…
“The Bishops of Scotland have established A Day of Prayer for those who have
suffered abuse, to be marked on the Friday following Ash Wednesday.. The
Church issued resources to every parish in
Scotland to be used this Friday, March 8,
during a ‘holy hour style Service of Acknowledgment, Prayer and Reflection,’ or
during Mass.
A spokesperson for the Catholic Church
said: “The Bishops of Scotland have established A Day of Prayer for those who
have suffered abuse to be marked each
year on the Friday following Ash Wednesday.
The format of the day of prayer on Friday
included prayers for victims of abuse of all
kinds and a penitential rite to seek forgiveness for abuse committed by Church personnel. The Church has proposed that
during Mass on Friday the intercessions
provided could be used either as intercessory prayers or as an extended Penitential
Rite.
An opening hymn reads: “We cannot
measure how you heal, Christ be beside
me, Christ be our light, Be thou my vision.”
In Dundee, the service took place at 7pm
in St Andrew’s Cathedral.
In Motherwell Diocese St Columbkille’s
Church in Rutherglen held a ‘Day of
Prayer’ for those who have suffered abuse.
A spokesperson for the parish said: “Our
parish community will acknowledge and
pray for all those who were the innocent
victims of some in the Church whom they
trusted to protect them.
“We shall pray that survivors of abuse will
experience healing, justice and renewal in
their lives.
“We shall also pray that the Church, which
has been scarred by the grave sin of
abuse, will, through repentance and reparation, resolve always to protect the young
and the vulnerable.” … Ends. 1
Catholic Truth Editorial Comment…
Recall the March (Issue # 110) edition of
Catholic Truth (which you can download
on the Newsletter page of our website) to
uncover the years and years of neglect on
the part of the Scottish Hierarchy, where
dissident and sexually deviant priests
have been (and continue to be) allowed to
live as they please, without suffering so
much as a rebuke. All, of course, except

Our good, holy, faithful clergy now suffer abuse from an outraged public
in the midst of the unfolding abuse scandal.
Check out the online news and blogs and you’ll find reports of incidents
ranging from abusive, aggressive verbal confrontations to actual physical
assault on priests.
Good men, who have devoted their lives to
Christ and His Mystical Body, suffer in the
wake of the scandal coverage. They don’t
deserve to be treated this way—no one
does—but especially not the good priests
and clergy of Jesus.
(Dedicated Priests Suffer in the Wake of the Scandal, Catholic Stand, 10/9/18 www.catholicstand.com)
Father Matthew Despard who decided to
write a book exposing the level of homosexual clergy within the Church in Scotland five years ago, and remains
suspended from priestly ministry for his
trouble.
Yet now, we find these same Bishops
subjecting faithful priests and laity to an
annual reminder of the abuse scandals –
as if the clergy don’t feel tainted enough –
whereas, what the Bishops should be announcing is that they will be making a
Lenten retreat of repentance for their own
negligence in so many ways, such as allowing dissidents platforms to spread their
poison, and failing to discipline priests who
have been promoting the LGBT+ agenda,
and in certain cases continue to do so at
the present time. And let’s not forget retired Motherwell priest, Fr John Breslin
who aided and abetted the Paedophile
Information Exchange by allowing his address to be used for their mail as part of his
LGBT+ activism, and the prominent Motherwell parish priest, member of the Council
of Priests and College of Consulters, Fr
Raymond Breslin (no relation, apparently),
who - last time I checked - was still inviting
Fr John Breslin to supply for him during
absences from his parish.
They’re good at superficiality, the Scottish
Bishops – that’s for sure. And this annual
‘Day for Prayer for abuse victims’ is just
one more example of it. Makes a change,
I suppose from the annual “Lentfest” –
where the faithful in the Archdiocese of
Glasgow are encouraged to use the six
weeks of Lent, not to do penance for our
sins but to get better acquainted with the
arts and to, well, enjoy ourselves. The
penny has yet to drop that having fun isn’t
really true to the spirit of the, er, penitential
period of Lent. I heard a priest tell a really

comic-tragic story about this Lenten “fun”
mentality during a recent sermon, when
he mentioned a young woman who had
decided to mark the beginning of Lent by
throwing a party on Ash Wednesday, and
the main dish was some kind of fancy
Ham dish. Truly, it was impossible to keep
a straight face. Father didn’t bother to try.
This latest gimmick - an annual service to
remember clergy abuse is pointless. It is
but one more way to scandalise the faithful and to belittle Christ’s Spotless Bride,
the Church, which has not, and cannot
sin. Only the members of the Church can
sin, and we make up for those sins
through prayer and penance, certainly, but
not in a manner which suggests that “the
Church” is to blame. Churchmen certainly
are to blame – priest abusers and their
negligent bishops – but not “the Church”.
Such priests should always be removed
from active ministry and again, this would
be the case if only the Bishops would
invoke Canon Law. Unless the Bishops
add a prayer acknowledging that they are
refusing to use their authority to rid the
Church of these deviant priests, then such
a “Day of Prayer” is nothing but a pretence. Indeed, this annual reminder service is not only misleading – it is, in and of
itself, a cause of scandal

Footnotes:
1

Church establishes yearly Day of Prayer for victims of
abuse Scottish Catholic Observer 8/10/19.
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Feature Letter…

Catholic Truth: intolerant, bigoted, narrow-minded, inflammatory, inciting
hatred… And [of course] homophobic!
Nicholas Tucker / Editor’s Reply…
Dear Editor,

Dear Mr Tucker,

I recently came across your website and
magazine, I was actually appalled by what
I read and heard on the video links, - the
homophobic comments by contributors to
articles linked to your website is just
unacceptable and archaic to say the least.
Then further comments being made about
‘being true Catholic by harking back to the
good old days of the Latin Mass’ – what
planet are they on? Many of the articles
and videos on your website and in your
magazine are full of inaccuracies and false
claims which cannot be substantiated.

Thank you for your email. I will get one
factual inaccuracy out of the way at the
outset – we are not “Roman Catholics” we are a mixture of international Catholics,
with the Team members being Scots
Catholics. This short article might help
clarify the misnomer of “Roman Catholic”

As a practicing Catholic myself having
been involved in the education system for
many years now, I am actually appalled
and outraged by the comments and claims
your website and magazine makes. I find
the homophobic comments particularly
concerning especially as you claim to be
Catholic yourself (something I am having
serious doubts about), does not the
Catholic faith say that all people are made
in God’s image and likeness, and all people
are to be respected? I cannot consider that
you and the people promoting this kind of
bigotry, narrow-mindedness and prejudice
can call yourselves Roman Catholics (sic),
your views are an embarrassment to the
Catholic faith and bring great shame on our
faith.
I will be referring your website and the
articles / videos in it to the appropriate
authorities and recommending that your
website be shut down on grounds of
homophobic prejudice and inflammatory
language to incite hatred of groups of
people in society. This is just unacceptable
in the 21st Century. Yours truly,
Mr. N. Tucker by email

https://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/churb
3.htm If you had, in fact, studied our website

thoroughly, you’d have seen that article
highlighted on our Links page, because it is
a very common error, underlining the level
of the ignorance about the history of the
Church – not least among Catholics,
including priests and bishops.
There is absolutely nothing on our website,
in our newsletter, or on our blog, which is
contrary to Catholic teaching. You claim that
our outlets are “ full of inaccuracies and
false claims which cannot be substantiated”
but you fail to offer a single example.
The deliberate creation of the term
“homophobic” for the purpose of shutting
down discussion about homosexual activity,
is mischevious in the extreme. No Catholic
should use that word. It literally means “fear
of men” and believe me, all of the men in
my life will tell you that the fear goes quite
the other way!
Yes, all persons are to be respected for their
humanity, having been created by God in
His image – but that doesn’t mean that we
are obliged to agree with every choice they
make; if that were so, the police and court
system would have to close down! The
criminal class would have a field day! We
would have to turn a blind eye to that thug
who just mugged the pensioner and stole
her purse!
Your reference to “homophobic comments”
is disingenuous, because while we do (and
must) think and believe with Christ’s Church
on the matter of the disordered nature of
same-sex activity (described in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, quoting
Scripture as “acts of grave depravity”– CCC
# 2357) we also think, believe and act with
the Church in the matter of charity towards
all – condemning the sin, while extending
Christian love to the sinner, the person.
We are ALL sinners, and it is a truly modern
phenomenon to seek to portray one specific

group of sinners as being no such thing.
Very odd.
Actually, one young homosexual man
wrote to me years ago to exhort me to not
be afraid of the backlash that would (and
did) come from homosexuals following our
reports in defence of Catholic teaching on
this – his letter was published at the time
in our newsletter; one of the early editions,
so not online, unfortunately – and I later
met him personally, when he repeated his
thanks because he recognised his desires
as temptations and had no support from
any other source. The contemporary
mentality, resulting from the legalisation
permitting homosexual activity, means that
young men (and possibly women) like him
feel isolated and guilty for not going along
with the prevailing permissive culture in our
society. Thus, for a whole host of reasons,
it is a failure in charity to refuse to speak
out in defence of the virtues of purity and
chastity – and the requirement to seek
purity and chastity applies to every single
one of us.
You describe yourself as a “practising
Catholic” but no Catholic may reject any
part of Christ’s teaching or any part of
divine revelation through the natural moral
law – that’s all that the Ten
Commandments are, remember, an
expression of the natural moral law.
Indeed, if we reject even one dogma, if we
refuse to live by the natural moral law, then
we place ourselves outside the Church.
Christ’s own words teach that: “If you love
Me, you will keep My commandments.”
So, I urge you to reconsider your
assumption that you are a practising
Catholic. It’s not attending Mass – whether
the ancient or the new Mass – that makes
anyone a practising Catholic. That can be
simply going through the motions. We
must embrace the totality of Christ’s
revelation to us about God’s plan for our
salvation and the salvation of others. If we
fail to do that, then we can attend all the
Masses in creation and it won’t make us a
follower of Christ – a Catholic.
Continued on p.5
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Editor’s reply to critic…Continued from p.4
Like all of our critics – without exception –
you make sweeping generalisations,
without a single example to support your
claims, as I pointed out above. You accuse
us of being “bigoted” but you don’t say why.
Bigotry is defined as intolerance towards
those who hold different opinions from
oneself and given that we have a clearly
stated policy of welcoming non-Catholics
and even non-believers – see our blog
in-house policy – this accusation does not
stand scrutiny. No educated person should
confuse “intolerance towards [other
people…”] with intolerance towards certain
behaviours. As the politicians frequently
make clear, notably this past few days the
[New Zealand] Prime Minister, we MUST
be intolerant of certain behaviours. And
please note, it is YOUR intolerance of what
you consider to be our “views” (but is, in
fact, Catholic teaching) that has brought
you to my inbox!
Then you accuse us of
“narrowmindedness and prejudice”/ “inflammatory
language” – again without offering any
examples. Since the preferred “intellectual
model” today is to seek to appear openminded about everything, and judging
nothing and no-one, I can only refer you to
the theological facts of the case. I cannot
be “open minded” about morality when
Christ told us that “The way to life is
narrow” reminding us that if we deny Him
(i.e. His teaching) in the presence of men,
then He will deny us in the presence of His
Father.
So, we are obliged to speak in plain
language; I am certainly forthright in my
speech and writings, but that is not to be
confused with “inflammatory language”,
and none of us has EVER incited hatred of
anyone or any group. In order to ascertain
where the truth lies in all matters, however,
we all have to make judgments. We are not
“prejudiced” against any person or persons
in the pejorative sense. That would indeed
be wrong, it would be a sin. For your
interest, during my time as Head of
Religious Education in a sixth form college
in England, one young student who fell
pregnant, wrote to me to thank me for my
support saying that I was the only member
of staff who had not made her feel bad.
The significance of this may not strike you,
but if you had witnessed the way my
insistence on faithfully teaching Catholic
morality was lambasted by colleagues who
favoured the contemporary “intellectual,
open minded” model, you would get the
point. These “open minded” members of
staff were so, only in theory, as it turned
out and the one whom they painted as
“moralistic and judgmental” was a tad more
charitable in practice.
Anyway, feel free to offer any example of
our being “narrow minded” and/or
“prejudiced” / “inflammatory language” in
your view. But bear in mind, as you seek
such an example, that there is a key
distinction to be made, always, between
judging acts/behaviours and judging the
person’s soul. It is that latter judgment

only, which Christ forbids. No doubt, that
is why the convert G.K. Chesterton once
said about his former Anglican home: “The
Church of England has become so broad
minded about everything that it stands for
nothing.”

World Apostolate of
Fatima-Scotland (WAF)

Your threat to seek the closure of our
website belies your alleged concern for
tolerance. It’s “liberal tolerance” – which
means intolerance of any view or belief
that doesn’t agree with yours. For the
record, be aware that I am much more
afraid of failing to uphold God’s moral law
and the risk I would thus be taking with my
eternal salvation, than I fear any manmade law which opposes God’s design for
our human and eternal happiness.

Leah Mackie writes…

I await contact from the “appropriate
authorities”, therefore, and will, thereafter,
communicate only through our legal
channels.
All good wishes, on this, the eve of the
Feast of St Joseph – Patron of the
Universal Church. I will remember you in
my prayers, for what they are worth, at
Mass on tomorrow’s glorious Feast.
God bless you.
Signed… (Editor)
Note: we have not, to date,
heard from the “appropriate
authorities”, nor has Mr Tucker
responded to my reply. Let’s all
keep this critic in our prayers - I have a sense
that he is a well-meaning person who has
imbibed the contemporary permissive culture,
as many Catholics, sadly, have done

Women Superior
To Men…
Jim Allen
It is during the Passion that women’s
virtues are seen at their best. On the way
of the cross women are loud in their
lamentations and openly “stand up and be
counted” as it were. There is a beautiful
story of Veronica wiping the Lord’s face.
Let anyone who spoils this story by pointing
out there there is no evidence for it, be
firmly gagged! [Ed: there is a lengthy
tradition behind this story so types of
“evidence” do exist.]

The only man mentioned in this scene [way
of the cross] is Simon who has to be
compelled to carry the cross.
At the foot of the cross three women are
named and many more were standing by.
The male disciples had all fled except St
John. Note that Mary, the mother of Jesus,
stood (Stabat Mater) in spite of her
immense grief so that her collapsing would
not give her Son extra pain. Thus, women
are seen here to be superior to men
because of their capacity to love. And love
almost invariably involves suffering.
Continued foot of column 3

Spiritual Director Fr Joe McAuley

I recently attended the
showing of the film
documentary 'Fatima the
Ultimate Mystery', organised
by the World Apostolate of
Fatima.
I admit being disappointed
with the film. I find it
curious that in the making
of the film, it is not even
mentioned that in 1917
when Our Lady
appeared to the three
children at Fatima, she
made known to them
her request that Russia
be consecrated to her
Immaculate Heart.
In October that same year
came the Russian Revolution, with
Lenin at its head - the same month as
the miracle of the sun.
In 1929 Our Lady appeared to Sister
Lucia in Tuy informing her that now
was the time for the Pope and Bishops
to carry out the Consecration; it was
not done then. In 2017 on the 100th
anniversary since the apparitions, the
consecration was not carried out, not
even two years later in 2019.
Russia became the first Communist
and atheistic country. The
consecration has not been done as
requested and the result is that Russia
could not receive the graces to bring
about a dramatic conversion for all the
world see.
The effect of the failure to consecrate
Russia saw Russia's errors being
spread throughout the globe and not
being recognised for what they were.
Where the film is concerned, many
people believe that Communism
collapsed when the Berlin wall came
down and that it no longer exists in
Russia. But for all that the Rosary is
recommended in the film itself, so what
exactly is being prayed for?
Leah Mackie is a retired nurse who
lives in the Glasgow area.

Continued from column 2…
God is love. “Empowerment”,
“involvement in decision-making” etc are
trivial in comparison with the above
performances of the “weaker sex”
Jim Allen lives in Torquay, England
and is a regular contributor to Catholic
Truth.
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Should Catholics Continue to
Pray for the Pope’s Intentions?
Matthew Plese
The article below is taken from the website of the
Fatima Center at www.fatima.org
St. Clement Mary Hofbauer once said: “A
Christian who does not pray for the pope is
like a child who does not pray for his
father.” Yet, in our age when the Faith is
under attack, when the Pope himself seems
to be propagating errors and advancing
heresy, and when the Church allows the
scandal of the sexual abuse of children to
advance, how can we possibly pray “for the
intentions of the Holy Father”?
Often, you may hear people praying for the
intentions of the Holy Father at the end of
their Rosaries or other prayers since this is
usually a requirement to gain an
indulgence. For instance, praying an Our
Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be for such
intentions always concludes the Way of the
Cross.
But should we join in such prayers if the
Pope’s personal, private intentions seem
contrary to the Church’s intentions?
Yes. In fact, we should!
By offering our prayers for the intentions of
the Holy Father we are not praying for the
personal intentions of Pope Francis but
rather for the six objective intentions of the
Holy Father as the Church Herself teaches.
What are the 6 intentions of the Pope? The
6 objective intentions of the Holy Father are
as follows:
1. The Exaltation of the Church
2. The Propagation of the Faith
3. The Extirpation of Heresy
4. The Conversion of Sinners
5. The Concord between Christian
Princes
6. The Further Welfare of the Christian
People
Exaltation of the Church
It is not an exaggeration that the Church
Herself is in a great tempest as She is
under assault from both the liberal,
modernist forces within Her as well as from
the secular, atheistic external forces that
beset Her from outside. With immoral and
scandalous priests within and with corrupt
governments and politicians assaulting Her
rights, it is imperative that we pray for the
exaltation of the holy Catholic Faith, without
which it is not possible to be saved.

Propagation of the Faith
We have before our eyes the example of
St. Francis Xavier, among others, who
labored for years in great trials and
sufferings to save souls and propagate the
saving Faith to all peoples. St. Francis
converted more people in his life than
anyone since the Apostle St. Paul. He
baptized over 50,000 in 10 years,
converted the entire town of Goa in India,
and he labored long in Japan. Where are
our missionaries today? Have they
vanished in large parts because we no
longer pray for them?
Extirpation of Heresy
We live in dangerous times when error is
advanced as progress. The average
Catholic today is exposed to more heresies
and errors than arguably ever before in our
history. Modernism, the synthesis of all
heresies,
along
with
relativism,
subjectivism, religious liberty, and false
ecumenism poisons the mind of many in
the Church. And this disease of heresy is
so pervasive it has infected many clergy
as well. What are we doing to stop it? What
are we doing to help counter this heresy?
Do we pray for God, through Our Lady, to
crush heresy?
Conversion of Sinners
Our Blessed Mother at Fatima said that
many souls go to Hell because there is no
one to pray for them. What are we doing
to counsel the doubtful, to correct the
erring in charity, and to make satisfaction
to God for the sins of others? We can
make Holy Hours of Reparation, pray
Rosaries of reparation, or offer up all our
daily prayers and actions for this intention.
Concord between Christian Princes

Catholic governments to return like France
of old or Ecuador under Garcia Moreno?
Further Welfare of the Christian People
The Holy Father, the Servant of the
Servants of God, can teach us by example
how to love our neighbor and perform both
the corporal as well as the spiritual works
of mercy. If you have read How the Catholic
Church Built Western Civilization by
Thomas Woods, you will recall how Dr.
Woods relates the varied, countless
achievements from monasticism. Among
them, we have not only the preservation of
literacy and the priceless books of antiquity
but countless works of charity, the first wide
scale use of water power, the cultivation of
agriculture, the clearing of immense areas
of previously uninhabitable land, the
creation of complex astronomical clocks,
the creation of champagne, and dozens of
other significant accomplishments.
We owe a deep debt to the monks for their
work in building our society. The welfare of
the Christian people can only be advanced
when we return to God and exalt the Holy
Catholic Church again. Indeed, part of this
restoration must involve prayer for the
growth of monastic vocations. May we one
day see this happy day return when
monasteries and convents blanket our
lands and these holy souls pray to God day
and night for their fellow Christians.
Conclusion
Alas, if we have fallen from the habit of
praying for the intentions of the Holy Father
out of despair or sadness for what has been
occurring in our Church, let us renew our
rigor to say our prayers for the intentions of
the Holy Father. As we do so, we should
keep these six intentions at the forefront of
our minds

Only 100 years ago the world was plunged
into the “war to end all wars” as Catholic
nations fought and annihilated each other.
As the Faith has further been eroded within
society especially in Europe, we have seen
the rise of democratic, atheistic nations.
God is no longer the King of all ages.
Nations claim to receive their power from
the governed and there is no room for God.
But what would our world look like today if
the kings of old – the King of France, the
King of Bavaria, the King of Belgium –
were to reign today as true sovereigns who
advanced the rights of God and restored
true charity to all? Do we pray for truly
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Pope Francis & Transgenderism…
Steven W Mosher
The article below was originally published on LifeSiteNews, 1/4/19, entitled:
Transgender people are suffering, and indulging their delusions will not help them…

Not long ago, Pope Francis stirred
controversy in a discussion about so-called
“transsexuals.”
The occasion was a press conference,
where he told the story of meeting a person
born a female who, even as a girl, had felt
herself to be a boy. As the pope described
it, “he” had undergone surgery and then
married. Later, “he” had written to the pope,
who had agreed that “he,” “with his wife,”
could visit him in the Vatican. “He” — these
are the pope’s direct words — “who was a
she, but is a he” (lui, che era lei, ma è lui).
I found the pope’s statements regarding a
biological impossibility — “he” becoming
“she” — troubling when he first uttered
them in 2016. I find them even more so
now, as the transsexual craze is reaching
the level of a mass psychosis among the
impressionable young. Even psychiatrists
and counselors who should know better are
being pressured into simply “affirming”
life-changing decisions made by confused
adolescents, themselves in thrall to peer
pressure.
“Life is life, and one must take things as
they come,” explained the pope at the time.
Everything except babies, apparently, who,
as everyone knows, come into the world
bearing distinctly male or female parts.
Even if those parts are later surgically
removed or altered, at the cellular
level, every cell of every transsexual’s body
continues to proclaim its maleness (XY) or
femaleness (XX). Bathing the body in
artificial hormones may sprout beards and
breasts, but IT has absolutely no effect on
this underlying biological truth.
Perhaps I take biology a little too seriously.
But then I take gravity seriously as well,
and for the same reason: those who ignore
reality will sooner or later be punished by
it.
It was pastoral for the pope to meet
privately with the “he who was a she,” who
clearly was in great need of spiritual
counsel. But in affirming this transsexual’s
chosen sex at a press conference, the
pope appears to be signaling that all
Catholics should be willing participants in
the transgender delusion.
But was he? And should we?
The forces that insist we do are certainly
growing apace. You can now be banned
from Twitter for “misgendering” someone.
In Great Britain, you will even be visited by
the police on suspicion of having committed
a “hate crime.” There are those in the U.S.
and Canada who want to send you to jail for
refusing to engage in the pretense that “he”
is who “she” says “he” is.

While the rest of us may be confused by
gender-shifters, those who actually shift
genders may suffer real harm. For them,
in truth, the cure may prove to be worse
than the disease. Much worse.
As psychiatrist Christian Spaemann
has noted, “transsexuality is a cause of
great suffering, above all for the people in
question, but also for their family members
and especially for their children. Hormonal
or surgical means … cannot entirely
remove [this suffering]. Studies show that
transsexuals, even after sex-reassignment
surgery, have a higher-than-average rate
of psychological disturbances and suicide
attempts, and an almost twenty-timeshigher-than-average rate of suicide.
Moreover, there are ever more cases of
persons requesting reversal surgery.”

…in affirming this
transsexual’s
chosen sex at a
press conference,
the Pope appears to
be signaling that all
Catholics should be
willing participants
in the transgender
delusion.
This is perhaps not surprising. In all other
cases where there is a profound mismatch
between the mental body image and the
physical body, we treat the mind. Only in
the case of transsexuality do we attempt to
make the physical body conform to the
mind’s conception of what it should look
like. This is surely backwards.
Consider the disorder known as
Body Integrity Dysphoria (BID). Like
gender dysphoria, sufferers experience a
mismatch between the mental image of
one’s body and the actual physical reality.
BID is frequently associated with an
intense desire to become deaf or blind, or
for the amputation of a leg or arm. Brugger
and Lenggenhager report that the person
sometimes has a sense of sexual arousal
connected with the desire for loss of a limb
or sense. The sexual parallel here with the
current transgender craze is obvious.
Some BID-sufferers act out their fantasies,
pretending they are amputees. Some
announce that they intend to damage the

penis and testicles of a young man who is
suffering from the delusion that “he” is
really a “she.” They are more than willing
to surgically create an artificial penis — a
prosthesis — for a young woman,
destroying her fertility in the process,
simply because she has somehow
convinced herself that “she” is really a “he.”
It is no surprise that those who have
“transitioned” are much more likely to
commit
suicide.
Imagine
the
disappointment of a young man who
discovers that simply cutting off his boy
parts
and
growing
hormonally
induced breasts leaves his disordered
mental state — the actual source of his
problem — untouched. His pain must be
indescribable, made all the worse by all of
the supposedly educated and experienced
therapists, counselors, and physicians who
“accompanied” him on his journey and
“affirmed” his choice to embark upon this
life-changing course.
Rather than admit this, the sexual
revolutionaries among us insist that the real
source of the transsexuals problem is…we.
If only we accorded those proclaiming a
new sexual identity the “social recognition”
they deserved, we are told, all of their
problems would go away.
This is nothing more than an attempt to shift
blame for the unhappiness of those
suffering from gender dysphoria onto
society at large. The insistence — upon
threat of punishment — that we never, ever
use the wrong pronoun is the nub of this
effort.
Some say that this “he who was a she”
business is merely a harmless fantasy that
we should all simply be good sports and
play along with. I disagree.
Let us say such-and-such a person
imagines herself to be a cat. Would we
want to play along with cat-woman’s
fantasy on the grounds that it is not
harmful? Any such fantasy is likely to
collide with reality at some point, either in
the realm of physical limitations (e.g., if she
throws herself in the air, thinking that a cat
always lands on its feet, she might do
considerable harm to herself) or in the lack
of social affirmation.
Obviously, even if the cat-woman’s
therapist and friends play along with her
fantasy, most of the people she encounters
in ordinary life will not. Will this not be
source of continual internal conflict for her?
It is no wonder that many transsexuals
eventually come to see their lives as a cruel
Continued on p.11
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Your Letters
Ireland sinks further into the sewer - more
referendums coming (a) to reduce waiting
time for a divorce from 4 years - 1 year, Bill
introduced by pro-abortion minister
Josepha Madigan TD, who is a reader and
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,
yet Archbishop Diarmuid Martin does not
excommunicate her despite [faithful]
Catholics contacting him, such as the
Catholic Voice team etc (b) another
referendum by Varadkar to remove the
special protection marriage has in the
Constitution, as he thinks it is
discriminatory, and (c) to remove the
protection of life and work of mothers in the
home - evil. The so-called Minister of
Health aka Minister of Death, Simon Harris
and wife, who is a children’s nurse, had a
baby girl recently, yet he brought in abortion
to help other parents kill their unborn babies
in the name of choice.
I read a sad story in the Catholic Voice on
9/11/18, of a life-long pro-life worker, in her
40s, on her infertility problem and how she
and her husband (who is ill) can’t have
children. Yet priests never mention this
cross in homilies, and the pro-life way to
deal with this cross. No wonder many
infertile married couples, including Massgoers, are going down the amoral IVF road.
The ordination of the new Bishop of
Clogher [Bishop Larry Duffy] is by ticket
only! I thought Mass was open to all, if they
wanted to come in person, even if they had
to go outside if there was no room in the
church. [Ed: well, if there are large numbers
involved, then, as long as there is no financial
charge, it is acceptable to issue a certain
number of tickets to each parish for such an
event: according to your parish bulletin, each
parish was allowed 12 tickets, so that is
similar to what happens when there is a papal
visit since there’s no way everyone could be
accommodated who might choose to attend.]

I’m reading John Waters book Give Me
Back The Bad Roads published last year
- it is about how Ireland has gone to the
dogs; we’ve nurses’ strikes, GP protests,
ambulance protests and farmer protests
now… [essentially about] ways to
depopulate rural Ireland; also taxpayerfunded refugees are put into boarded up
hotels in towns that lost a lot of younger
Irish, no help from Government and so they
had to emigrate. This is all about getting rid
of Catholicism and the feeble silent clergy
are complicit in it. The new Bishop of
Clogher, Larry Duffy, is going to train lay
people to do funerals in the diocese as
three parishes have no resident priest! No
word about deliberate smaller families, this
past 40 years approximately, which means
no genuine vocations to priesthood or
religious life and lack of good Catholic
marriage spouses available.
Ann Campbell, Co. Monaghan, Ireland

I enjoyed Graham Wright’s review of Thomas L McFadden’s new book Zombies
More Popular Than God? About 30 years
ago it was Tom McFadden, when he lived
here in Dublin, who was instrumental in
converting me from an evolutionist to a
creationist. I recall it took me about ten
minutes to see I was made a fool of to
believe the nonsense that is evolution. In
one sentence evolutionism can be shown
as nonsense. How can evolution of life be
true if nothing alive can work unless it is
complete?
I got very angry that I, having been educated by Holy Ghost Fathers at Blackrock
College in the 1950s when Archbishop
Lefebvre was head of the Order, could
have emerged an evolutionist. I have no
doubt intellectual pride was involved. The
conversion had such an effect on me that
I decided to investigate how evolution took
hold within Catholicism. Indeed I decided
to write a book on the subject especially for
Catholics. But when I discovered popes
like Pius XII and John Paul II had no real
problem with evolution, I abandoned that
book. When one is up against popes in
trying to get a matter relevant to Catholics
across, the task is hopeless. (Ed: tell me
about it!]

It was then I was told by an American that
to understand the current position of evolution within Catholicism one has to know the
history of the Galileo case. The standard
account has Galileo being proven correct
and the Church of 1616 getting it all wrong.
In Vatican II’s Gaudium et Spes #35 the
Council ‘deplored’ the churchmen of 16161633 for getting faith and science wrong
and bringing shame on the Catholic
Church.
[In discussing with a knowledgeable friend]
Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity,’ [I
learned that] ‘Einstein admitted that no
science of man can prove if the Earth
orbits a fixed sun, or if the sun, moon and
stars orbit the Earth. And [so] the churchmen of 1616 and 1633 were never proven
wrong,’ said my friend. “Now go study the
Galileo case again with that in mind.”
My own book is almost finished, how the
Catholic Church came under the spell of
false science. Popes lost faith and succumbed to human reason. The Faith was
that the Scriptures reveal geocentrism;
and the false reasoning was that science
had proven geocentrism false. No such
falsification ever took place. Nevertheless,
Catholicism then came under the influence
of the Galilean reformation.
Now I know why the Church never condemned any evolutionary theory as heretical. Having conceded to the illusion that
Galileo was proven right, churchmen were
so shocked and ‘embarrassed’ that no

pope thereafter dared condemn any ‘scientific theory’ lest their condemnation turn
out to be proven by science like they believed Galileo’s heliocentrism was. Quite
the opposite, for after their U-turn, science
became the dogmas and the faith was
‘adjusted’ to concord with it, calling it ‘theistic evolution,’ whereas it should rightly be
called ‘atheistic evolution’ for all evolution
theories have eliminated any divine or
supernatural cause. But unlike atheistic
evolution, theistic-evolution provides God
to work the 'miracles' necessary for evolution to work.
In other words, theistic-evolution gave credence to atheistic evolution. And that is
why the first ever theory of evolution, the
Nebular theory (1755-1796), the evolution
of Galileo’s solar system, was never even
challenged, even though any evolution
from atoms was condemned by many of
the early Fathers as heretical. Darwin’s
book ‘On the Origin of Species’ (1859)
wasn’t even put on the Index, let alone
decreed as heretical.
Finally, ask any informed Catholic about
the matter and they will point to Pius XII’s
Humani Generis as showing there was/is
no Church condemnation of theistic evolution. Redmond O'Hanlon, by email

NOTICES
Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to our
funds following the March edition. We are, as
ever, deeply impressed and touched by your
generosity.
To save postage, we no longer write letters of
acknowledgement for your individual donations
although if you include an email address, Editor
will thank you personally. Email addresses are
included with all PayPal donations online.
And, as always, a special word of gratitude
to our Standing Order donors
because these regular donations
very much help us with our
planning. Thank you.
Miss McMoneypenny
For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My name,
because you belong to Christ:
amen I say to you, he shall not
lose his reward. (Mark 9:40)

Write to…
Catholic Truth,
PO Box 30017
Glasgow,
G67 9FS
Email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Please make cheques payable to
‘Catholic Truth’.

The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation no longer receive this publication. The 100th edition was the last copy
sent to them. No Pope, Bishop, or Vatican Prefect has ever contacted us to correct anything, despite our standing invitation to do so over a period of
years now, in accordance with their duty under Canon Law # 823. Readers may, therefore, be confident that our publication contains nothing that is
contrary to Catholic Faith or Morals.
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Your Letters Continued
If only we could go to our own parishes and
find there the Mass of Ages, and hear
sound doctrine from the pulpit, and praise
God with edifying music. But on account of
the crisis in the Church there are very few
places where all three of these may be
found in the one same church.
For example, Cardinal Burke's recent
Pontifical High Mass at Immaculate Heart,
Balornock included exquisite Catholic
music and ceremony, however the Cardinal
speaks badly of the FSSPX. In addition to
his accusation of schism, long disproved,
he says things which confuse the faithful
regarding the crisis in the Church, and
consequently many of the Catholics who
revere him have become 'aesthetic
traditionalists', which is to say, they value
the majesty of the old Mass, but this
sentiment is divorced from an authentic
understanding of the crisis in the Church,
and they often assent to modernist errors
such as religious liberty, at least materially.
Likewise, the Oratories in England boast
stunning music worthy of the angelic
chorus, but their main Sunday sung Mass
is usually the Novus Ordo.
At St Andrew's [SSPX church] in Glasgow
we have the one true Mass, and traditional
doctrine is preached, but the music is often
deficient and a portion of the congregants
lack zeal, sometimes leaving before the
first verse of the recessional hymn has
even ended.
If only we could find the traditional Mass,
sound doctrine, and spiritually enriching
music and ritual all in the same place. The
only such place I can think of is the
FSSPX’s flagship church in Paris, SaintNicolas-du-Chardonnet. I would happily
move to Paris just to go to Mass there. The
crisis has gone on for so long now that
Catholics have forgotten what true
Catholicism looks and sounds like. Name
Withheld
Ed: happily, there is a young man who is helping
to improve the music in the SSPX church in
Glasgow; he plays the keyboard (organ) and
there is now regular choir practice, so slowly,
but surely, the music is enriching the liturgy
there. So, don’t move to Paris - move to Glasgow!

I enclose something for your
consideration, a typical situation facing a
Protestant Bible Society.

Ed: an A4 flyer from The Bible Network was
enclosed, seeking donations to provide bibles
in Muslim-majority countries, to help Pastor
Simon, satisfy “an incredible hunger for the
Gospel!” in countries, like Egypt, where
“evangelism is illegal” The letter continues
in column 2…

Surely God is working here. Why should I
suspect that there could well be Catholic
evangelists active in the Cairo slums but
evidently they are by no means reaching
all those souls desperately needing God’s
word. A half-loaf of Protestant butter is
better than nothing and, incidentally, easier
to dispense; preach the Gospel, baptise,
give a Bible and introduce to some sort of
fellowship and, if good faith is maintained
and any further light followed, a soul is
saved! Remember Billy Graham? I am
convinced that he started many on their
faith journey. I was led along such a path
before being given the priceless gift of the
full Catholic Christian faith. “The harvest is
great but the labourers are few.” I have,
therefore, no hesitation in subscribing to
Protestant Bible societies because they
take a word of God where Catholic
teaching simply does not exist!
Of course, where Protestants spread the
venom of anti-Catholic lies, this is
diabolical, but some, like Simon and John
Bunyan in the 17th century are too busy
carrying a “saving word” to waste their
energy on such.
I deplore some modern Catholic ecumania.
It leads to the wilderness of relativism. Jim
Allen, Torquay, England

Editor’s Reply…
Mr Allen,
We’ve had this conversation before, but…
here we go again!
You say “Why should God not act outside
His Church if that is the only way He can
save some of them?” But it isn’t the only
way He can save them. The dogma of
Christ’s Church is that any soul saved IS
saved through Christ’s Church. There are
only Catholics in Heaven, shock horror,
because while there may be souls who
were members of non-Catholic religions
who reach Heaven, they were not saved
by their non-Catholic religions - and none
were saved by the Bible alone. The Bible
itself, in several places, teaches that truth
- for example, 1 Timothy 3:15: “the Church”
[not the Bible] is the pillar and ground of the
truth.”
Thus your assertion that “a half-loaf of
Protestant
butter
is
better
than
nothing…preach the Gospel, baptise, give
a Bible…” is simply not true, not least
because the Protestant Bibles are
incomplete. An entire 7 books are missing,
removed by the Protestant reformers.
The teaching of the Church on salvation,
properly understood, should be sufficient
to keep you at peace about the souls
outside the visible bounds of the Church
because they may be spiritually within the
Church. The Catholic attitude, in the
situations which you describe, is to pray
and hope for the salvation of all those who

have lived faithfully by their lights and who
genuinely sought to know and to do God’s
will, while not falling into the error of
presuming universal salvation outside the
visible bounds of the Church. Saint
Augustine, Doctor of the Church, (died A.D.
430), reflecting the ancient dogma of the
Church writes: "No man can find salvation
except in the Catholic Church. Outside the
Catholic Church one can have everything
except salvation. One can have honour,
one can have the sacraments, one can
sing alleluia, one can answer amen, one
can have faith in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and
preach it too, but never can one find
salvation except in the Catholic Church."
(Sermon to the People of Caesaria).

To say that Billy Graham “started many on
their faith journey” is not an argument in
support of the idea that there is salvation
outside the Church, any more than the
claimed conversions at unapproved
Catholic apparition sites is proof of the
truth of the alleged visions. God dispenses
His graces to those who seek Him, always
leading them to His Church - which is why,
those who deliberately resist His grace and
remain outside the Catholic Church,
cannot be saved. That is the dogma of the
Church, and has been since the beginning.
There’s no getting round it. [See “Embracing
Catholicism”, p.14]

Incidentally, it’s a misnomer to speak of
being a “Catholic Christian”. As quoted
many times in this newsletter, the great
convert from Anglicanism, John Henry
Cardinal Newman, points out that the
Catholic Church IS Christianity. In a
sermon dating from 1833, he writes:
Christ has so willed it, that we should get
at the Truth, not by ingenious speculations,
reasonings or investigations of our own,
but by teaching. The Holy Church has
been set up from the beginning as a
solemn religious fact…as a picture, a
revelation of the next world, as itself the
Christian Dispensation (PS ii,66).
Your disavowel of support for “the venom
of anti-Catholic lies” ignores the fact that,
by its very nature, Protestantism is antiCatholic: Protestants, protest against
Catholic teaching; needn’t be “venomous”;
we must presume them to be honestly held
protestations, genuinely held, albeit
erroneous, beliefs.
In summary, Plan B, which offers a “halfloaf of Protestant butter” is set against the
traditional Catholic Plan A - the knowledge
that, through His Church, God will
save those who sincerely
desire to fulfil God’s plan of
salvation in their lives, even if,
for reasons outwith their
control, they remain outside the visible
bounds of the Church.
My money is on Plan A - but then I’ve
never been a fan of “risk theology.”
St Augustine again: I would not believe the
Gospel itself, if the authority of the Catholic
Church did not move me to do so.” (Contra
Epist. Fundam. i, 6)
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth
“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

The Secret of the Rosary

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March

St Louis De Montfort
The extracts below are taken from the website of Catholic Tradition, where the
above named book is published in full, and may be read online at
http://www.catholictradition.org/Classics/secret-rosary.htm
THE FIRST ROSE
The prayers of the Rosary
The Rosary is made up of two things: mental
prayer and vocal prayer. In the Holy Rosary
mental prayer is none other than meditation of
the chief mysteries of the life, death and glory
of Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Mother.
Vocal prayer consists in saying fifteen decades
of the Hail Mary, each decade headed by an
Our Father, while at the same time meditating
on and contemplating the fifteen principal
virtues which Jesus and Mary practised in the
fifteen mysteries of the Holy Rosary.
In the first five decades we must honour the
the five Joyous Mysteries and meditate on
them; in the second five decades the Sorrowful
Mysteries and in the third group of five, the
Glorious Mysteries. So the Rosary is a blessed
blending of mental and vocal prayer by which
we honour and learn to imitate the mysteries
and the virtues of the life, death, passion and
glory of Jesus and Mary.
Note:
St. Louis de Montfort wrote this classic work
before Our Lady of Fatima came from Heaven.
Tradition has set the form for the Rosary, and
man ought not to change it. However, Our
Lady may, since she gave it to St. Dominic,
the Rosary is hers. When she came to Fatima
she gave the three children and us through
them, the Decade Prayer, to be recited:
DECADE PRAYER
(To be said after the Glory Be at the end of
each decade of the Rosary)
O MY JESUS, forgive us our sins, save us
from the fire of Hell,
lead all souls to Heaven, especially those
who are most in need of Thy mercy.

the Angelic Salutation she always passes on
these praises to Almighty God in the same way
as she did when she was praised by Saint
Elizabeth. The latter blessed her in her most
elevated dignity as Mother of God and Our
Lady immediately returned these praises to
God by her beautiful Magnificat. Just as the
Angelic Salutation gives glory to the Blessed
Trinity, it is also the very highest praise that we
can give Our Lady.
One day when Saint Mechtilde was praying
and was trying to think of some way in which
she could express her love of the Blessed
Mother better than she had done before, she
fell into ecstasy. Our Lady appeared to her
with the Angelic Salutation in flaming letters
of gold upon her bosom and said to her: "My
daughter, I want you to know that no one can
please me more than by saying the salutation
which the Most Adorable Trinity sent to me
and by which He raised me to the dignity of
Mother of God.

There is an old hymn and a new hymn: the first
is that which the Jews sang out of gratitude to
God for creating them and maintaining them in
existence----for delivering them from captivity
and leading them safely through the Red Sea---for giving them manna to eat and for all His
other blessings.
The new hymn is that which Christians sing in
thanksgiving for the graces of the Incarnation
and the Redemption. As these marvels were
brought about by the Angelic Salutation, so also
do we repeat the same salutation to thank the
Most Blessed Trinity for His immeasurable
goodness to us.
We praise God the Father because He so loved
the world that He gave us His only Son as our
Savior. We bless the Son because He deigned
to leave Heaven and came down upon earth---because HE WAS MADE MAN and redeemed
us. We glorify the Holy Spirit because He
formed Our Lord's pure, Body in Our Lady's
Womb----this Body which was the Victim of
our sins. In this spirit of deep thankfulness
should we, then, always say the Hail Mary,
making acts of faith, hope, love and
thanksgiving for the priceless gift of salvation.

"By the word Ave (which is the name Eve,
Eva), I learned that in His infinite power God
had preserved me from all sin and its
attendant misery to which the first woman
had been subject.
"The name Mary which means 'lady of light'
shows that God has filled me with wisdom
and light, like a shining star, to light up
Heaven and earth. "The words full of grace
remind me that the Holy Spirit has showered
so many graces upon me that I am able to
give these graces in abundance to those who
ask for them through me as Mediatrix.
"When people say The Lord is with thee they
renew the indescribable joy that was mine
when the Eternal Word became incarnate in
my womb.
"When you say to me blessed art thou among
women I praise Almighty God's Divine
mercy which lifted me to this exalted plane of
happiness.

SIXTEENTH ROSE:
The Hail Mary - Beauty

Although this new hymn is in praise of the
Mother of God and is sung directly to her,
Even though there is nothing so great as the nevertheless it greatly glorifies the Most
majesty of God and nothing so low as man Blessed Trinity because any homage that we
insofar as he is a sinner, Almighty God does not pay Our Lady returns inevitably to God Who is
despise our poor prayers. On the contrary, He the cause of all her virtues and perfections.
When we honour Our Lady: God the Father is
is pleased when we sing His praises.
glorified because we are honouring the most
Saint Gabriel's greeting to Our Lady is one of perfect of His creatures; God the Son is
the most beautiful hymns which we can glorified because we are praising His most pure
possibly sing to the glory of the Most High. "I Mother, and God the Holy Spirit is glorified
will sing a new song to you." [1] This new because we are lost in admiration at the graces
hymn which David foretold was to be sung at with which He has filled His Spouse.
the coming of the Messiah is none other than
When we praise and bless Our Lady by saying
the Angelic Salutation.

"And at the words blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus, the whole of Heaven rejoices
with me to see my Son Jesus Christ adored
and glorified for having saved mankind."
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Pope Francis on Transgenderism…Continued from p.7
joke and choose to end them. The high
suicide rate alone suggests that such
transitions ought not to be encouraged. If
any other drug, device, or medical
procedure were known to cause this level
of harm, it would surely be proscribed.
Those transsexuals who kill themselves are
not, in the final analysis, acting alone. They
are victims of assisted suicide, with
the “assistants” in this case being those
who aided; abetted; and, above all,
“affirmed” their transition
Steven W. Mosher is the president of the
Population Research Institute and the
author of Bully of Asia: Why China’s Dream
Is the New Threat to World Order. He
studied human biology at Stanford
University under famed geneticist Luigi
Cavalli-Sforza.

France: Fire at Notre
Dame - A Metaphor for
the Destruction of the
Catholic Faith…
Bishop Athanasius Schneider
“If Notre Dame in flames was a
metaphor for the modern Church in
flames, is the promise to rebuild not
also a metaphor for what's to come,
as the Novus Ordo [new Mass]
breathes its last? After all, the
'butcher block' table altar at Notre
Dame was crushed beneath the
weight of the falling spire, while the
old high altar stood virtually
untouched.”

s
A friend told me I wa
delusional.
I almost fell off my un

icorn.
Reports: symbol of hope - the golden cross above altar
was found to be glowing by first firefighters on the scene.

France-Fact…
Notre Dame is but one in a number of
recent attacks on Catholic churches…
On March 17, a month almost to the day before
the great fire devastated Notre Dame Cathedral,
another fire broke out in Paris’ second biggest
church, Saint Sulpice, two subway stops away
from Notre Dame, causing no injuries but
resulting in damage that some sources estimate
at €1 million. While investigators believe that
the Notre Dame fire was caused by an electrical
short-circuit, the blaze at Saint Sulpice was set
deliberately, and it was not the first; as Catholic
News Service reported on March 28, “more
than 10 churches have been hit since the
beginning of February, with some set on fire
while others were severely desecrated or
damaged.” But few news outlets, in Europe or
the Americas, picked up the story, and the
papers that did report it kept it low-key.
In 2018, 875 churches were looted or
vandalized in France, according to statistics
issued by the French police; the Gatestone
Institute, citing a German report, says 1,063
“attacks on Christian churches or symbols”
took place in France last year, marking an
increase of more than 17 percent over 2017. In
February 2019 alone there were reportedly 47
church assaults, including arson, in some cases
with statues of Jesus and Mary smashed to
pieces, crosses drawn on walls in excrement,
tabernacles violated, and consecrated hosts
strewn everywhere
Taken from Notre Dame isn’t the only French
church imperiled this year, Catholic World Report,
18/4/19.

ROME, April 17, 2019 (LifeSiteNews) — The
extensive fire that tore through Notre Dame
Cathedral in Paris on Monday is a sign of the
“spiritual conflagration” that has ripped
through the Catholic Church in the past fifty
years, Bishop Athanasius Schneider has said.
In comments to LifeSite on Wednesday, the
auxiliary of Astana, Kazakhstan said the
devastating fire that ravaged the Paris
cathedral contains an “unmistakable spiritual
message.” The destruction is a “symbolic and
evocative” sign of “what happened in the life
of the Church” in recent decades, he says, as
people have “witnessed a conflagration of the
Church’s
most
precious
spiritual
masterpieces” — her liturgy, faith and moral
life, especially among priests. The clerical sex
abuse scandal, he adds, is the “climax” of this
“decades-long spiritual conflagration.”
In his comments, Bishop Schneider makes no
conclusions about the cause of the Notre Dame
fire but places it in context of the series of
arson attacks perpetrated against Catholic
churches in the last year.
Elaborating on the tragedy’s “stirring”
message, he identifies as the “spiritual
arsonists” in the Church the members of the
“liberal” establishment of heterodox
theologians and clergy who have contributed
to the crisis in the Church or who refuse to
address its root causes. Many among their
ranks, he notes, now regard Benedict XVI as
a “troublemaker” for obstructing their
“incendiary work,” through his recent essay.
Bishop Schneider insists that the blaze at Notre
Dame is a “cri de coeur for authentic
conversion,” especially among the “Shepherds
of the Church.”
According to the auxiliary of Astana, it is also
a call to the entire Church to do penance for
the spiritual conflagration that has ripped

The Remnant Online, 16/4/19

through the Church in the past fifty years.
Penance and reparation must be made,
especially for the betrayal of the command of
God the Father that all mankind should believe
in His Divine Son, the only Savior of mankind.
For God wills positively only the one and
unique religion which believes that His
Incarnated Son is God and the only Savior,” he
writes, in a clear reference to the controversial
Abu Dhabi statement that God “wills” a
“diversity of religions.” “Penance and
reparation must also be made for the betrayal
of Christ’s explicit command to evangelize all
nations without exception,” including the
“Jewish” and “Muslim” people, he adds.
“God will not indefinitely and shamelessly be
mocked by so many Shepherds of the Church
today, through their betrayal of the Faith, their
sycophantic serving of the world and their
neo-pagan worship of temporal and earthly
realities,” he says. “To them as well are
addressed these words of Christ, ‘I tell you,
unless you repent you will all likewise perish’
(Lk 13: 5).”
Bishop Schneider expresses his hope that the
Notre Dame fire might “rekindle” in the
Shepherds of the Church a “love and zeal” for
the Catholic Faith and an ardent desire to
evangelize all people. He concludes by calling
to mind what he considers “one of the most
touching and spiritually powerful signs” amidst
the tragedy: young people and even children
singing the Ave Maria as their beloved
Cathedral, dedicated to Our Lady, burned
before their eyes. Such prayer, he concludes, is
the foundation for rebuilding “the spiritual ruins
in the life of the Church in our day.”
Bishop Schneider: Notre Dame fire is sign of
‘spiritual conflagration’ in the Church,
LifeSiteNews, 17/4/19
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USA:
Catholics
Celebrate
Infanticide

USA:
Archbishop

American Correspondent

Pro-Life Watch

New York just legalized killing 6-pound
babies. 8-pound babies. Healthy 10-pound
babies.

Catholic Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann
issued a strong warning to Catholic political leaders who support infanticide and
abortion up to birth. Naumann, the chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Committee on Pro-Life Activities
and archbishop of Kansas City, Kansas,
said those who refuse to repent for supporting the killing of babies are putting
themselves on “a path to Hell.”

In a 38-24 vote for the Reproductive Health
Act (RHA), New York Senate agreed to
allow abortion up to birth. [Catholic] Gov.
Andrew
Cuomo
signed
the
bill
yesterday…After the Senate passed the
bill, senators broke out in applause.
According to a tweet, just after the results
were called, a voice was heard saying,
“May almighty God have mercy on this
state!” … [emphasis added].
The pro-abortion activists are getting
louder. “As abortion activists gain ground,
they become more and more bold.” Boles
mentioned that Hillary Clinton once said
that abortion should be safe, legal and rare.
She became emboldened during the 2016
presidential election. “She demonstrated
her shift when she said that there should
be more abortions. This law now says that
you can do whatever you want to an unborn
baby, as long as it is fully dead before it is
fully delivered. It defines personhood as
beginning with live birth.”
Boles explains that to make a change,
people have to know the truth about
abortion. First, they need to be truly
disgusted with those who support abortion.
They’ll become less likely to vote for the
politicians that support it.
Second, they also need to hear about it in
church. “Too many churches have leaders
who refuse to address this evil because
they don’t want to address the social
issues. This is a sinful position as it goes
against the mandate to be salt and light. It
is not our place to call abortion a sin; God
already did. It is a sin to shed innocent
blood. Failure to recognize this and speak
against is is sinful.”
Horror: New York Passes Law Allowing
Abortion Up to Birth, The Stream, 24/1/19
When asked about the controversial late term
abortion bill presented in Virginia’s House of
Delegates this week, [Catholic] Governor Ralph
Northam said a fully developed child born in the
third trimester would be kept alive, but the physician and mother would get to discuss and
decide whether to take its life or not.
“If a mother is in labor…the infant would be
delivered. The infant would be kept comfortable.
The infant would be resuscitated if that’s what
the mother and the family desired, and then a
discussion would ensue between the physicians
and mother,” Northam said.
(The American Catholic, 30/1/19)

Promoters of
Infanticide
“on a path to Hell”

“While we can object to the actions of
these public officials, we are not able to
judge their souls. At the same time, we
know there will be a Judgment Day”…
“Conscious and unrepentant mortal sin
endangers our eternal souls and places
ourselves on a path to Hell.”
The archbishop did not mention any Catholic pro-abortion politicians by name, but
many are well-known to pro-lifers. They
include New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
who recently signed and celebrated a
state law that legalizes abortions for basically any reason up to birth, and U.S.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who is
blocking legislation to protect infants born
alive after botched abortions.
Naumann said their abortion advocacy is
seriously immoral. He said he felt compelled to condemn their actions so that
other Catholics are not misled.
“Recent efforts to perpetuate and expand
abortion in state laws have illuminated the
deplorable actions of some Catholic public officials and advocates,” the archbishop said. “Their efforts to support and even
celebrate such legislation will result in
killing many more unborn children, as well
as the spiritual and emotional wounding of
their mothers and fathers.
“Advocating for intrinsically evil acts, like
abortion, is a serious immoral act – one
that involves grave matter, the prerequisite for the commission of a mortal sin,”
Naumann said.
Naumann also indicated that these socalled Catholic politicians may be denied
communion* if they continue to support
the killing of unborn babies
Archbishop: Catholic Politicians
Voting for Infanticide or Abortion Up
to Birth are “On a Path to Hell”,
LifeNews.com, 1/3/19
* “may” be? MUST be denied Communion,
for goodness sake - Ed.

When Irish
Eyes Are
NOT
Smiling
Leprechaun
Extracts from a Letter published in the
Irish Catholic (IC), 4/4/19.
“… there has been “some comment”
about Pope Francis being “disinclined” to
have his papal ring kissed (IC 28/3/2019).
I have been absolutely appalled at the
amount of attention given in the Catholic
press to the supposed ‘scandal’ of this.
A short video appeared online of the pope
pulling his hand back from lay people
trying to kiss his hand. Suddenly it
seemed that every Catholic on Twitter and
Facebook had an opinion regarding this
custom; suddenly the kissing of the
Pope’s ring was an important, even
central part of so many people’s faith. The
controversy made it into secular news
outlets, which ought to make us all blush
with shame.
It is easy to complain that modern people
are shallow or selfish when they dismiss
religion as so much nonsense, but what
kind of example do we set? I can’t think
anyone who saw a story about this
particular controversy would think
Catholicism a religion for intelligent
people with thoughtful answers to the
world’s problems. If we want to be taken
seriously, we should be more judicious
about what we deem worthy of complaint
and save our controversies for the real
scandals in our Church. And there are
plenty of those, I am sad to say. Yours
etc., Bernadette Fitzgerald, Dublin.
Ed: this correspondent has failed to grasp the
significance of the Pope’s dislike of having the
papal (not his, personal) ring kissed. He
doesn’t like the papal office, which the ring
represents, papal authority, the whole
“Catholic” thing. The papacy IS a central part
of Catholic Faith, contrary to what Ms
Fitzgerald appears to think. This Pope doesn’t
mind kissing various non-Catholic leaders and
generating headlines like this one: Pope
kisses, hugs Sheikh of Al-Azhar Ahmad AlTayyeb who calls for murder of those who
leave Islam… (Geller Report, 5/2/19)… But
suddenly he’s worried about hygiene, the
excuse made by the Vatican to explain why the
Pope so rudely pulled his hand away from
pilgrims seeking to show their reverence for his
office - not him, personally. The hugs & kisses
‘selfies’ to which he willingly agrees, confirm
that neither hygiene nor humility caused him to
display his dislike of the papal ring-kissing. His
dislike of the papal office is the explanation.
Get it now, Bernadette?
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News Round-Up
Australia:
Cardinal Pell Found
Guilty of Sex-Abuse Sentenced 6 Years…
“…the Pell jury could not have come to
its decision on the basis of reason and
evidence alone.”- Anglican Commentator.
The decision in the George Pell case suggests
that Australian juries are no longer what they
once were. In this case, finding the defendant
guilty of sexually assaulting two 13-year-old
choirboys in Melbourne’s St Patrick’s Cathedral did not involve balancing competing
scales of evidence and argument and delivering
a finding beyond a reasonable doubt. Enough
of this case has already been publicly discussed
— the location, timing and intricacies of the
incident concerned, the alibis given by those
accompanying the archbishop at the time, the
denial by one of the two boys in the case that
he was ever sexually abused, and the complete
absence of any corroboration of the alleged
victim’s claims — to demonstrate that the Pell
jury could not have come to its decision on the
basis of reason and evidence alone.
Other influences must have made an impact on
the jury. The two that stand out derive from
comparatively new kinds of investigation. If
these persist, they will ensure the conviction of
George Pell is unlikely to be a one-off misadventure and that his fate will be a model for the
persecution of others…
In a submission to the Australian Human
Rights Commission, the Law Council of Australia called for consolidation of sexual harassment provisions across jurisdictions and an end
to the “culture of silence” in the legal profession itself. Law Council president, Arthur Moses SC declared: Sexual harassment in
Australian workplaces is pervasive and damaging, and the legal profession is no exception.
The legal profession cannot deny the self-evident truth that sexual harassment is a problem
within its own ranks.
Now, if a proposition is a self-evident truth, it
does not need the support of any evidence or
reasoning. It is simply true, a foundational
premise, no proof required. And if the legal
profession is prepared to say this in a public
submission, and for good measure repeat it in a
national release to the news media, as it did last
week, then it is little wonder that members of
the profession can argue in court, with a
straight face, that accusations of sexual abuse
do not need any corroboration or the support of
plausible evidence — they are credible just by
themselves.
Hence, it is not surprising that many representatives of the press take this proposition seriously. Nor is it remarkable that a random selection
of twelve people to form a jury will probably
include some members who believe it too, plus
a few more who can be brought onside after
sitting through a trial and the jury’s deliberations. Keith Windschuttle, George Pell and
the Jury, Quadrant Online, 12/3/19 - Note:
Quadrant Online is an Anglican website and
Magazine.

What The Papers Say
Daily Mail, 16/4/19

From the Blog…

* Kristie Higgs, 43, was sacked from
Farmor's School, in Fairford,
Gloucestershire

Petrus on
Catholic Church in Scotland A
Danger to Spiritual Health?
Sadly, Yes…

* She posted online protests against
transgender teaching at her son's primary

I found this story absolutely
chilling. What on earth are
these priests and teachers [in
East Kilbride] thinking?
This New Age inspired
meditation is surely from the Devil. It’s
worth noting how selfish it is; focusing
solely on making oneself feel good. It’s
terrifying that children [in a Primary School]
are being exposed to this - [it should make]
Catholic parents think seriously about
home-schooling.

* She worked at the secondary school
for six years with an unblemished record

Athanasius on
Priest: Celtic V Rangers
V Mass. Oops!
Comparing the priestly spirit
of St. John Ogilvie with that
of many modern clergy says
all that needs saying really.
I’m sure many of the modern
priests, exposed, as they have been, to a
far less supernatural formation than
seminarians before Vatican II, probably
think there’s nothing wrong in their
attending a Celtic Vs Rangers match on a
Sunday. It’s not easy to convince them that
their presence is unseemly and potentially
scandalous to the faithful who expect them
to be ministering to their faithful on a
Sunday.
[Ed: this discussion referred to a Glasgow
priest who serves two parishes, who, while
he did celebrate Mass in one parish,
engaged a supply priest to serve his later
Mass so that he could arrive in time for the
kick-off at noon.]

I suppose the ultimate question for priests
who limit their ministry in this way is to ask
themselves what Our Lord’s example
would be today. I feel certain that He would
not abandon His flock to take in the match.
We need to pray for priests that they really
begin to understand the very grave
responsibility they embraced when they
accepted ordination, it meant that they
died to the world for the love of God and
the salvation of souls.

Fidelis on
USA: Legal to Kill Babies But
Abuse of Animals Serious Crime
– Expect Jail
This is the madness we’ve
come to, thinking animals
are more important than
little babies. It’s really
unbelievable.

* An email complaint accused her of
posting 'homophobic and prejudiced
views'

Mrs Higgs' sacking from Farmor's School,
in Fairford, Gloucestershire, came after a
sole anonymous email complaint which
accused her of 'posting homophobic and
prejudiced views'.
A disciplinary panel found she was guilty of
gross misconduct because there was
'potential' for the school's reputation to be
harmed, though the panel admitted 'there
was no actual evidence' that this had
happened.
Mrs Higgs said her Christian views on sex
education were 'shared by hundreds of
thousands' of parents.
'As soon as the investigation began I was
repeatedly told 'This is nothing to do with
your religion'. That was clearly a legal tactic
and of course it has everything to do with
my religion.' She is to take her case to an
employment tribunal.
The primary school attended by Mrs Higgs'
son attracted her disapproval after it
adopted 'No Outsiders' teaching about
sexual minorities. The same programme
has generated a row between schools and
Muslim parents in Birmingham.
Books given to the children involved stories
about a boy who wants to wear a dress and
a red crayon that discovers it is really blue.
Mrs Higgs had said on her Facebook page:
'They are brainwashing our children! We
say again, this is a vicious form of
totalitarianism aimed at suppressing
Christianity.'
A disciplinary panel said Mrs Higgs had
used language which 'could be deemed
offensive'.
It also found that her posts 'had caused
offence to the complainant'.
The Christian Legal Centre, which is
backing Mrs Higgs' case said: 'This is all
about the freedom of a Christian to hold
biblical views.'
Ed: where are the Bishops of the UK in all
of this? Children are being corrupted
across the UK, but nothing from the
hierarchy. They need to speak up soon - or
else suffer the consequences - forever…

Matthew 18:6
(millstone, neck, sea,
drowning…)

Ring any bells?
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Faith &
Morality
Matters

Embracing
Catholicism

Your Problems Answered

Thinking Through Theology

Aunt Evangeline
Rose from Scottish Borders writes…
I continually worry about the young people in
my family, those who are already lapsed and
even those who still go to Mass, in case they
lapse. I’m not sure what, if anything, I can do
about it. I have the reputation of being a
“bible-basher” so I have to tread carefully. Any
suggestions would be very gratefully received.
Aunt Evangeline replies…
It’s not clear whether you are a parent
or some other relative, but, first-up
- stop worrying! God loves the
young people in your family
more than you do and as long
as you are doing your best to
show good example and educate them in the
Faith, the best you can, there’s nothing to worry
about.
One practical suggestion is that you use
Christmas or birthday gifts to encourage the
Faith in young people - and, indeed, older weak
or lapsed Catholic family members or friends.
And a subtle way of enabling young Catholics
to strengthen their Faith is to present them with
a gift of solid Catholic reading. There are lives
of young saints which will edify, of course, but
also solid non-fiction works can be very
effective in educating young people in Catholic
beliefs and values - by the back door, so to
speak.
Perhaps the most famous nonfiction work of this kind is
Lord of the Rings by J.R.R.
Tolkien, who said: “The Lord
of the Rings is of course a
fundamentally religious and
Catholic work; unconsciously
so at first…[but it is] about Christian and
Catholic truths.” Quoted on the Catholic Truth
blog: “As one commentator noted, giving a
young person Lord of the Rings as a means of
communicating essential truths of the Faith is
to use the same method a mother uses to feed
spinach to her baby – sneaking it in via the
rivetting story!”
Then again, (from the blurb
on Amazon): “Truth is
stranger than fiction. And
nowhere in literature is it so
apparent as in this classic
work, the Autobiography of
a Hunted Priest. Here is an
accurate and compelling
picture of England when
Catholics were denied their
freedom to worship and endured vicious
persecution and often martyrdom. But more
than the story of a single priest, the
Autobiography of a Hunted Priest epitomizes

Religion Correspondent
To satisfy the atheist, God needs to prove, in
some external scientifically verifiable way, that
He actually exists, so that we can all believe,
so that we can point to the evidence,
comfortable in the knowledge that we’re in the
right. We don’t want to look foolish in any
debate on the topic, now, do we? Isn’t it a sign
of intelligence to probe, question, doubt?
Well, try doubting the popular scientific
theories such as evolution or climate change.
Doubting such “science” is seen as a decided
lack of intelligence. The believers tell us that
the evidence is clear (albeit if only because few
dare to dispute it)1 - indeed, there were those
participating in the London protests on 15/4/19,
in an interfaith group, no less, who argue that
climate change is a moral issue.

It’s now taken for granted that we have only 12
years in which to “save the planet” so all
doubting must stop - we must all embrace the
“settled science” on climate change. Discussion
over; time to exercise climate faith.
Well given that we may have considerably less
than 12 years in which to save our souls,
climate faith pales into insignificance. Yet, the
“settled theology” that outside the Catholic
Church there is no salvation continues to be
disputed even as that truth forms the Church’s
raison d'être.
Christ established His Church (named in early
Church documents, around the end of the first
century, as the “Catholic Church”) for the
Continued in column 3
Aunt Evangeline replies…
Continued from column 1

the constant struggle of all human beings
through the ages to maintain their freedom. It
is a book of courage and of conviction whose
message is most timely for our age.”
You will find other suggestions about spiritual
reading on the blog if you visit
https://catholictruthblog.com/ and scroll to
find the discussion headlined Without good
books and spiritual reading, it will be morally
impossible to save our souls. (St. Alphonsus
Liguori)

Continued, foot of column 2

Hope this helps

purpose of “going out into the whole world”
baptising and teaching - not to make the world
a better place, but to prepare souls for Heaven.
When she emerges from the current state of
crisis, that mission will be fully resumed, but,
right now, anyone genuinely seeking the truth
may work out that it is the Catholic Church
which is divinely established as God’s means
of saving souls. How? Well by…
(1) studying key Scripture passages: crucially
about the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist as real food for our souls, and the
responsibility laid on Peter by Christ, as His
representative on earth, the “rock” - i.e. the
papacy - upon which Christ’s Church is built;
(2) taking a simple glance at the timeline from
Christ’s life on earth in the first century until
the first ruptures, when dissidents began
leaving the Church. Christendom (not the
Church) has been split by those who failed to
believe Christ’s promise to be with His Church
- but not any breakaway version of it - until the
end of time;
(3) checking out the writings of the earliest
learned Christians or Church Fathers.
All of the above leads directly to the Catholic
Church being the Church established by Christ,
charged with passing on tradition: that which
has always been believed by all Christians
everywhere, at all times, and which we thus
have a duty to embrace. G.K. Chesterton,
famous convert from Anglicanism, wrote the
following about the Catholic Church which,
albeit still a Protestant, he recognised as having
been faithful to the original body of orthodox
Christian teaching, so, I’ll finish with this:
It is easy to be a madman: it is easy to be a
heretic. It is always easy to let the age have
its head; the difficult thing is to keep one’s
own. It is always easy to be a modernist; as
it is easy to be a snob. To have fallen into
any of those open traps of error and exaggeration
which fashion after fashion and sect after sect set
along the historic path of Christendom—that would
indeed have been simple. It is always simple to fall;
there are an infinity of angles at which one falls, only
one at which one stands. To have fallen into any one
of the fads from Gnosticism to Christian Science
would indeed have been obvious and tame. But to
have avoided them all has been one whirling
adventure; and in my vision the heavenly chariot flies
thundering through the ages, the dull heresies
sprawling and prostrate, the wild truth reeling but
erect. (G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy)

“

Footnotes:
1

Professor Judith Curry quit her university post under
heavy criticism, when in November 2009, she began to
question the evidence for man-made climate change.
She was labelled a “climate heretic” so it’s worth
watching her two short talks on YouTube available to
view, with commentary on our blog: visit
https://catholictruthblog.com/2018/10/12/climatechange-data-or-dogma/
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Australia: Parishioners Enraged, Priest Attackers
Assault Priest For Being Too
Face Assault
Catholic…
Charges
Below, extracts from a report in an Australian newspaper, first published on
our blog, 10/4/19, including editorial comment in bold.

Complaints from annoyed parishioners
about a priest’s “brand” of religion have
forced the Catholic church to move on a
recent appointee from northern Tasmania.
Father Nicholas Rynne, ordained in 2013
and formerly based in Sydney, ceased
working in Tasmania’s Meander Valley
Parish after “recent disturbances” and a
subsequent investigation, the Archdiocese
of Hobart announced on Wednesday.
“We pray that a process of healing and
restoration of unity may be achieved in the
parish and among all affected,” Hobart
Archbishop Julian Porteous said in a statement, noting there was no allegation of
sexual abuse among the complaints.
[Ed: it’s worth noting that other reports reveal that the same parishioners who persecuted Fr Rynne, also detest the archbishop.
He’s weakly caved in to their demands instead of sending them off to attend an equality and diversity course in order to learn all
about inclusion…]

The archdiocese launched an investigation headed by retired Melbourne Bishop
Peter Elliot, who last week interviewed 86
people in the community.
“In the light of Bishop Elliot’s recommendations and following discussion with diocesan consultors and the council of priests,
Fr Nicholas Rynne has ceased his role,”
Archbishop Porteous said, noting the father is taking leave.
[Ed: utterly disgraceful. Everyone involved
should be hanging their muddled and apostate heads in shame.]

In a publicly-available letter addressed to
Fr Rynne, Maureen Bennett wrote that she
and fellow parishioners felt hostility towards the priest.
[Ed: that’s putting it mildly. These nuts
physically assaulted this priest and an elderly female supporter, as widely reported
across the internet. See update in column 3.]

“If people other than our Archbishop do not
agree with your brand of religion you
should expect it and stop putting forward a
sob story about how badly done by you
are,” she penned.
[Ed: this would be the “brand” of religion
that has given us countless saints and martyrs for 2000 years, of course. Numpty.]

“You accused us of being apostates when
it is you who is setting up a sect within our
religion and trying to indoctrinate everyone
that yours is the only true religion.”
[Ed: the traditional Catholic Church & Faith
the only true religion? Where on earth did Fr
Rynne get that idea?]

Editor: And
let’s hope the
judge throws
the book at
them!

She slammed as “ridiculous” his decision
to wear a cassock and collar and hit out at
the priest’s attitude towards women on the
altar.
[Ed: I think she means “in the sanctuary” –
women would look even more out of place
on the actual altar. This one really is a numpty.]

Three people will be charged with
assaulting a priest who was forced to leave
his parish in northern Tasmania amid
complaints about his "brand" of religion.

“We have no love for clerical dress and
have embraced those priests and nuns
who have shown us that by dressing in the
same way as the rest of us they are human
beings,” the letter continued.

Former Sydney-based Father Nicholas
Rynne and a 77-year-old Deloraine woman
were allegedly pushed and grabbed at Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church in Deloraine on
[Ed: Maureen Bennett thinks she’s (only) a March 30… (The Australian, 18/4/19).
human being? Now, that really IS humble
Since she clearly lords it over the archbishop and just about everyone in Australia, I’m
not so sure there’s not some… er… supernatural activity going on here, a certain
“spirit” shall we say, enveloping this selfappointed guardian of her own brand of
religion… But this much is clear: she’s
anything but human to treat her priest in this
disgraceful way.]

“Your attitude to women on the altar, depriving of us of positions we have humbly
held in the past and the jerky manner in
which you now turn to the people and the
way you pray the consecration are all very
annoying,” she said.
[Ed: Well, we can see that the humility is just
oozing out of this one, can’t we?]

The controversial priest had also introduced a Latin mass to the Westbury
church in addition to the standard mass.
[Ed: Phew! So that’s it? Phew! Here’s me
thinking he must surely have been selling
drugs or dealing in human trafficking to excite such anger and opposition…]
The above extracts taken from a report
in The Australian 3/4/19

From the Blog…
The way this priest was
treated by some of his
parishioners is disgraceful. It
shows how far the rot has set
in as I’m sure these people
would have been brought up
to respect a priest, even if, for some
reason you don’t like him, you still respect
his priesthood. For someone to spit on
anyone is shocking let alone to spit on a
priest and then for this Maureen Bennett
to condone it is beyond belief. She sounds
like a right nutter

The
Glorious Priesthood
St. Bernard tells us that everything
has come to us through Mary; and
we may also say that everything
has come to us through the priest;
yes, all happiness, all graces, all heavenly
gifts. If we had not the Sacrament of
Orders, we should not have Our Lord. Who
placed Him there, in that tabernacle? It
was the priest. Who was it that received
your soul, on its entrance into life? The
priest. Who nourishes it, to give it strength
to make its pilgrimage? The priest. Who
will prepare it to appear before God, by
washing that soul, for the last time, in the
blood of Jesus Christ? The priest -- always
the priest. And if that soul comes to the
point of death, who will raise it up, who will
restore it to calmness and peace? Again
the priest. You cannot recall one single
blessing from God without finding, side by
side with this recollection, the image of the
priest.”

“

St. Jean Marie Baptiste Vianney, the Cure of
Ars - Patron Saint of Priests… (19 century,
canonized 1925)

I have separated
you from other
people, that you
should be Mine.
Leviticus 20:26
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Catholic Population in Scotland
Below, relevant extract from email to editor from a
proof-reader checking this edition, reference front
page commentary on the Declaration of Arbroath…
One statistic in your text that is wrong is
the Catholic population. The 674,000
mentioned is the Church's figure based on
parish returns which are notoriously inaccurate. The last census put the Catholic
population as 841,053 and even this is
regarded as an under estimate.
Many years ago I was shown a pamphlet
about Christianity in Scotland which had
been written in 1970 and the person who
wrote it estimated that the Catholic population then was around the million mark
which, again, was far more than the parish
returns. Apparently in just over a decade
thousands of Catholics just disappeared of
the radar. One reason given was when
people moved out of a parish they were
removed from the parish records but they
had failed to register in their new parish
and so ceased to exist.
In the Gorbals during the 50s and 60s St
Francis Church had 17,000 registered
Catholics. St John's had 12,000. There
were two other parishes, St Luke's and St
Bonaventure's which presumably had
large numbers too. After the demolition of
the old tenements each parish had barely
2,000 Catholics, The numbers of Catholics
who moved to the new towns was far
larger than those who registered in the

From the editor...

Dear Reader …
Fatima seer Sr Lucia,
writing about her cousin
and fellow-seer, now the
canonised Saint Jacinta
Marto, tells the story of
how two priests came to
visit and question them,
asking that they pray for
St Jacinta Marto
the Holy Father. Jacinta
asked “who the Holy
Father was” and the priests explained, saying
how much he needed prayers. Jacinta was
thereafter so filled with love for the Holy Father
that every time she offered her sacrifices to Our
Lord she added: “and for the Holy Father.” At
the end of her Rosary she always said three Hail
Mary’s for the Holy Father.1
In this Month of Mary, we might reflect on the
irony that the crisis in the Church, which
prompted Our Lady’s warning visits at Fatima,
is worsening because of the Holy Father;
because we have a very bad pontiff who is
manifestly in need of prayers and sacrifices - a
Pope who is evidently more interested in the
nonsense politics of “saving the planet” than
saving souls. He eschews, quite publicly, any
sign of devotion by the faithful to the papal
office2 while keen to show devotion himself by

new parishes and therefore hundreds disappeared from the count. Before the last
census there was a letter in the SCO from
a man who quoted the pamphlet I mentioned and, taking this, along with the large
number of lapsed who have flitted [Ed:
moved house] and not registered, plus the
large number of Catholics who married
outside the Church, he estimated that
there could be as many as 1,500,000
Catholics in the country.
After the census there was a letter from a
lady who had been at a Catholic conference and the result of the census was
talked about. She said that almost half the
people at the conference said that they
had left the religion part blank, because
they felt it was a private matter. Even more
surprising was the fact that six people said
they had put their religion as Church of
Scotland despite being practising Catholics.
Despite the census being a more accurate
figure than the parish returns the Church
insists on ignoring that figure and continues to use it's own count. Perhaps because it doesn't make the number of
lapsed look as big as if they had used the
Government figures

kissing the feet of Muslim leaders.3 Then,
there’s the fake humility thing, as witnessed
when he consoled “gay” British comedian,
Stephen K. Amos, who said that as a “gay” man
he did not feel accepted. Francis’ response? “It
does not matter who you are, or how you live
your life – you do not lose your dignity…There
are people that prefer to select or discard
people because of the adjective [“gay”]…These
people don’t have a human heart.”4
Pope Francis appears to be incapable of
distinguishing between condemning sin and
treating sinners with authentic compassion,
which means exhorting them to conversion of
life in conformity to God’s law. Few among the
Bishops (and none of them Scots) are trying to
put him right. He needs prayers, then, big time.
Let’s seek the intercession of little Saint Jacinta,
whose love for the papal office is a shining
example to those of us struggling to find a good
word to say about the present incumbent. So go for it! St Jacinta, pray for Papa Francis!
Footnotes:
1

Mark Fellows: Sister Lucia: Apostle of Mary’s
Immaculate Heart, p.232, Fatima Center, Canada.
2 e.g. Pope Francis rudely pulls his hand away when
pilgrims try to kiss the papal ring. See video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=PABSQpo
5tIs
3

View video at

.
Well, I’m beyond livid! Are they
kidding? Whatever happened to
“forgive and forget”?
Discriminatory that’s what this
is, and I’ll be contacting my
representative at The Union of
Undermined Clergy (UUC),
first thing in the morning.
Goodness, we’re already getting
insulted on the streets, and
called “child-abusers” although,
speaking for myself, I’ve not
seen a child since the last time
I did a baptism, which was… let
me see… Oh yes, that would be
the 1970s before we went in for
Humanist Naming Ceremonies
for newborns in my parish - a
heck of a lot less time
consuming, I can tell you.
Anyway, unless they’re going to
hold
annual
services
to
remember the sins of the laity
[and I could write the book,
believe me] I’ll be agitating
for strike action. Sundays will
never be the same.
Example? Well, for starters,
just Try having a football match
at Celtic Park without clergy!
I mean it - strike action by
priests will shake the Church in
Scotland to its foundations!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=kihj9Xid
xiA
4

BBC2 series Pilgrimage: The Road to Rome, aired
Good Friday, 19/4/19 widely quoted across the internet.
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