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Vaticanist Antonio Socci [pictured below] has
strongly criticized Pope Francis for peddling
high-sounding slogans in his pontificate that
have amounted to nothing when faced with a
real crisis.

“This pontificate started with the slogan
‘outgoing church’ and now the pope and
cardinals have literally barricaded themselves
in the Vatican (even the Angelus was live-
streamed) because of the coronavirus. [...]
There are no more bridges, but walls, very high
and impassable, behind which the pope,
cardinals, and monsignors hide,” he wrote in a
March 9 piece.

Socci said that the virus has revealed the “great
hypocrisy of the ‘progressive Church’” in that
while Pope Francis said that the “shepherd must
take the smell of the sheep,” he and other
shepherds have holed themselves up and have
decided to stay “well clear of the sheep and
their breath.”

“The other slogan from [Pope Francis] was ‘the
church is a field hospital.’ And here, as soon as

the epidemic broke out, traces of this field
hospital are totally lost,” he wrote.

Socci said that the situation was “completely
confusing for Catholics, who feel as if they
have been abandoned by those who should be
their pastors.”

Socci also said in another piece that closing
down all public Masses “teaches that in
misfortune it is better to leave God behind,
‘because He is of no use.’” (Viganò: I ‘disagree’
with shutting down Masses due to coronavirus,
Lifesitenews, 12/3/20)

Antonio Socci is an Italian media personality,
journalist and book writer. He is best known
for coverage of Catholic Church topics,
including general history and subjects such
the Secrets of Fatima and the works of Pope
John Paul II. (Source: Wikipedia)

In the Fatima Message the nation
of Russia is designated as the
instrument that God will use to
punish the world. Our Lady of
Fatima said that if Her
requests, particularly the
Consecration of Russia to Her
Immaculate Heart, were not
heeded, then Russia would
“spread her errors throughout
the world, causing wars and
persecutions of the Church.
The good will be martyred, the
Holy Father will have much to suffer,
various nations will be annihilated.”

Many times in the Old Testament we
read that God used nations as
instruments to chasten His People.
Thus, Russia, the first ever nation to
publicly deny the very existence of
God, has to be specifically
consecrated to Him in reparation, if we
are to avoid a severe chastisement
See fatima.org for more about Fatima,

Russia has spread her errors,
notably Communism,

to China and other nations…

Satirical,
serious,
straight-
talking

http://www.fatima.org
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No sooner had the March edition hit the
doormats than an email arrived from a reader
[who, incidentally, is no fan of Catholic Truth]
to point out some “howlers” in the piece about
the Bishop of Galloway’s Christmas homily in
which he repeated the popular myth that the
Holy Family were “refugees” - see Bishop of
Galloway: Holy Family Were Once Refugees,
Issue # 116 March, 2020.   The following errors
slipped through unnoticed in the editing stages,
but did not go unnoticed by our eagle-eyed
reader, to whom our sincere gratitude:

(1)  The Bishop of Galloway is William Nolan,
not John Cunningham. Bishop Cunningham
retired in 2014. [Oops!]

(2)  The photograph is not of William Nolan or
John Cunningham, but of Bishop John Mone,
who was Bishop of Paisley, but who retired in
2004 and died in 2016. [Oops! doesn’t quite
cut it this time. Goodness, gracious me!]

Wrong bishop, wrong diocese, wrong photo. I
could hardly have got it more wrong if I’d tried.
And I can be very trying, believe me…

Correction & Apology
From The Editor…

So, that’s the bad news.  I’m not infallible after
all… In all seriousness, I wish, genuinely, to
thank the reader who emailed to point out the
above - inexcusable - errors, which are a result
of sheer carelessness on my part.  Thank you,
sir!

The good news is that our reader made no
criticism of the content of the article so we
may rest assured that the American priest who
challenges the modernist interpretation of the
flight into Egypt, quoted in the article, is in no
need of correction. Indeed, given the frequency
of the claim that the Holy Family were
refugees, we feel compelled to re-print his
commentary in this edition, repetition being
the mother of education.  See below…

he Holy Family goes first to Nazareth
because of the census.  If you are going to your
ancestral town mandated census, you are not
a refugee.  “But Father!”  libs are squealing,
“They were denied a room in the inn.  Those
innkeepers were mean refugee hating
meanies!  They were undocumented migrants
and the haters refused to let them in.

If you register in the census, you are not
“undocumented”. They weren’t migrants,
because they were only there to register and
then return home to Nazareth.

They didn’t get to stay at the inn or the khan,
because – try to follow this – there was no room
at the inn.  Which means there was no room at
the inn.   They weren’t given a room because
there weren’t any.  If there had been a room,
they would have been given a room.   It was
customary to take travelers into homes, as when
people journeyed to Jerusalem to offer
sacrifice.   As Alfred Edersheim explains the
denial of a room had nothing to do with their
poverty.   The rabbinic teaching was that
travelers were to be received as the shekinah
should be received [Ed: as people in whom God
dwells).   So, they weren’t rejected because they
were poor, or “different” or foreigners, blah
blah blah.  The inn or khan was FULL.

The Holy Family went to Egypt.  Why?   Just
before the Patron Saint of Planned Parenthood,
Herod, ordered the slaughter of all the babies,
an angel told Joseph in a dream to take his
family to Egypt.     If an angel tells you to do
something, you do it.  So, the flight into Egypt
was not just due to the awful circumstances
caused by Herod, it is also  divinely  directed
because of what Herod was going to do.

Also, they had to go to Egypt so that the
prophecy would be fulfilled: That it might be
fulfilled which the Lord spoke by the prophet,
saying: Out of Egypt have I called my son.
(Matthew 2:15)

So, no, the Holy Family, seeking refuge in
Egypt at the specific direction of God, is not the
archetype of all refugees today. [Even] if they
were, in a sense,“refugees”… a) they were
three people, not thousands and they were b)
fleeing the concrete danger of murder of their
Child. They sought sanctuary.  Moreover, the
Holy Family were no threat to the national
security of Egypt.  When the danger was over,
they went home.

It is interesting to note that the Joseph of
Genesis was driven into Egypt, which led to the
enslavement of the People. Joseph of the New
Testament was driven into Egypt, which led to
the salvation of the People.   Herod and
Pharaoh both ordered the slaughter of infants.
Moses and Jesus both escaped slaughter in
Egypt and both led an exodus from bondage.2

1 http://www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk/the-bishop-writes

2
https://catholicismpure.wordpress.com/2017/12/27/mar
y-was-an-unwed-mother-the-holy-family-were-
refugees-father-z-replies/

It’s a sign of the times that
popes and bishops do not
recognise the truths revealed to
us in the Gospels for what they
are, but, instead, twist them to
fit popular/liberal agendas,
even when, patently, it  doesn’t
make sense to do so

Footnotes:

Continued in column 3

Continued from column 2
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This is a terrible suffering,
perhaps even the worst the
faithful have ever seen. It is
unbelievable to think such
a thing has been denied to
the dying.

At this juncture, it seems
most that the Hierarchy, with very few
exceptions, had no scruple in closing the
churches and in preventing the participation of
the faithful in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
They have behaved like cold bureaucrats, like
executors of the will of the Prince, and most of
the faithful have taken their actions as a sign of
their lack of Faith. Who can blame them?

I almost wonder – and it is a terrible thing to
think – whether the closure of churches and the
suspension of all Celebrations might not be
another punishment by God, in addition to the
pandemic. That they might know that by what
things a man sinneth, by the same also he is
tormented. (Wisdom 11, 17) Offended though
He is by the slovenliness and lack of respect
shown by his priests, outraged by the
profanation of the Blessed Sacrament which
occurs every day when they give Communion
in the hand, and tired of silly songs or heretical
homilies, He is still – from His place of silence
within the Tabernacle – satisfied by the austere
composed praise offered by the many Priests
who are still saying the Mass of all time. The
Mass which goes back to the time of the

Apostles. And which has always been the
beating heart of the Church down through the
centuries. Let us remember this most solemn
warning: God is not mocked.

Clearly I understand and share the basic worries
about safety and protection which the
authorities require for public health. However,
just as they have the right to pass measures for
things affecting our bodies, so the Church
authorities have the right and the duty to worry
about the health of our souls. They cannot deny
the faithful the spiritual sustenance they receive
from the Eucharist, not to mention the
Sacrament of Confession, Mass, and Viaticum.

When so many shops and restaurants were still
open, the various Bishops’ Conferences had
already suspended all sacred functions, even
when the civil authorities had not asked them
to do so. This is further proof that the Hierarchy
is in a dreadful state and shows that Bishops
are all too willing to sacrifice the well-being of
souls to pacify the power of the state or the
dictatorship of ideas
The above is an extract from an interview with
Archbishop Viganò published on The Remnant
website 29/3/20 under the heading ‘Archbishop
Viganò on COVID-19 and the Hand of God.’
Archbishop Viganò was Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States from 19 October 2011 to 12 April
2016.

Catholic Truth Education Seminar
Cancelled…

Church Measures Show Satan At Work
- Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò…

Education Seminar

Saturday, 23 May, 2020,
10am - 4.30pm

Rutherglen Town Hall,
139 Main Street, Rutherglen, G73 2JJ

(South Lanarkshire, outskirts of Glasgow city centre).

The Challenge of Educating
Catholics… in a World of

“Equality, Diversity,
Victimhood”

Due to all events at the venue being cancelled for the
month of May, the management at the Rutherglen
Town Hall contacted us to inform us that, with regret,
our seminar, was also cancelled.

We have contacted those who booked tickets to refund
payments, but if we have missed anyone, we ask you
to contact us without delay.

If you are due a refund, please ring our Treasurer on
07596285840.

Sr Lucia of Fatima

Father, the Most Holy Virgin is very
sad because no-one has paid any
attention to her message, neither the

good nor the bad. The good continue on their
way but without giving any importance to her
message. The bad, not seeing the punishment
of God actually falling upon them, continue
their life of sin without even caring about the
message. But believe me, Father, God will
chastise the world and this will be in a terrible
manner…

Sr Lucia, in an interview with Father Fuentes,
26 December, 1957 - published in Mark Fellows:
Sister Lucia, Apostle of Mary’s Immaculate Heart,
Immaculate Heart Publications, USA.

“

Note: some Fatima material may be purchased
here in Scotland. For more information
telephone Patricia on 07747075095

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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LifeSiteNews published an important text
issued on 28 Feb by Bishop Athanasius
Schneider [below] in which he comments on
some key questions that have been vexing many
faithful Catholics in the midst of the current
crisis in the Church under Pope Francis.

On the question of the true
pope in the light of the
opinion of the automatic loss
of the papal office for heresy
and the speculations about the
resignation of Benedict XVI

The hypothesis of the
possibility of an heretical pope
derives from the Decree of Gratian (dist. XL,
cap. 6, col. 146) from the 12th century.
According to the opinion expressed in this
decree, the pope cannot be judged by any
human authority, except if he has fallen into
heresy… Basing themselves on this spurious
decree erroneously attributed to St. Boniface
(+754) and accepted by Gratian, the Medieval
theologians and theologians of the subsequent
centuries maintained as possible the hypothesis
– but not the certitude – of a heretical pope. The
eventual condemnation of a pope in the case of
heresy by a so-called imperfect Council of
bishops corresponds to the thesis of mitigated
Conciliarism. The heretical thesis of
Conciliarism holds that a Council is superior to
the pope.

Even if — according to the opinion of the
automatic loss of the papacy for heresy — the
judgment of the loss of the papal office is
pronounced by the heretical pope upon himself,
and he automatically falls from office without
any judgment by the Church, such an opinion
contains a contradiction and reveals a hint of
crypto-conciliarism. For according to this
opinion, the College of Cardinals or a group of
bishops would have to issue an official
declaration about the fact of the automatic loss
of the papal office. According to another
opinion, the automatic loss of the papal office
for heresy would be tantamount to a
renunciation of the papal office. However, one
has to bear in mind the inevitable possibility of
disagreement among members of the College
of Cardinals or the episcopacy regarding
whether or not a pope is guilty of heresy.
Hence, there will always be doubts regarding
the automatic loss of the papal office.

The pope as pope cannot fall into formal heresy
in the sense that he would pronounce a heresy
ex cathedra. But according to renowned
traditional theologians he can favor heresy or
fall into heresy as a private doctor or also as
pope, but only in his non-defining and non-
definitive Magisterium, which is not infallible.

St. Robert Bellarmine’s opinion is that “a pope

Bishop: Please Pray – Only Divine
Intervention Will Solve Francis Crisis
From Lifesitenews (LSN)  - published on Catholic Truth blog 6/3/20

 https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/bishop-schneider-releases-essay-on-the-question-of-the-true-pope

who is a manifest heretic, ceases in himself to
be Pope and head, just as he ceases in himself
to be a Christian and member of the body of
the Church: whereby, he can be judged and
punished by the Church” (De Romano
Pontifice, II, 30). The opinion of St. Robert
Bellarmine and other similar opinions on the
loss of the papal office for heresy are based on
the spurious decree of Gratian in the Corpus
Iuris Canonici. Such an opinion has never been
approved explicitly by the Magisterium or
supported by an explicit teaching about its
doctrinal validity by the Roman Pontiffs
during a considerable period of time. In fact,
this matter has not been decided by the
Church’s Magisterium and does not constitute
a definitive doctrine pertaining to the
Universal and Ordinary Magisterium. This
opinion is supported only by theologians, and
not even by all the Fathers of the Church from
antiquity.

This opinion was not taught unanimously and
universally by the bishops and the popes in
their constant Magisterium. Neither Gratian
nor St. Robert Bellarmine, nor St. Alphonsus,
nor other renowned theologians asserted with
their opinions a doctrine of the Magisterium
of the Church. Even some interventions of
individual Fathers of the First Vatican Council,
which seem to support the opinion of the
automatic loss of the papacy for heresy, remain
their personal opinion, but not a formal
teaching of the First Vatican Council. And
even if some few popes seemed to support
such an opinion (as e.g. Innocent III or Paul
IV), this does not constitute a proof for the
constant teaching of the Universal and
Ordinary Magisterium. One also cannot cite
Pope Gregory XVI to support the opinion of
the automatic loss of the papal office for
heresy. For he supported this thesis in his book
The Triumph of the Holy See and the Church
Against the Attacks of the Innovators before
he became pope, hence not in his papal
Magisterium.

The automatic loss of the papal office by a
heretical pope touches not only on the practical
or juridical aspects of the life of the Church,
but also on the Church’s doctrine — in this
case, on ecclesiology. In such a delicate matter,
one cannot follow an opinion, even if it has
been supported by renowned theologians (such
as St. Robert Bellarmine or St. Alphonsus) for
a considerable period of time. Instead, one
must wait for an explicit and formal decision
by the Magisterium of the Church — a
decision which the Magisterium has not yet
issued.

On the contrary, the Magisterium of the
Church, since Popes Pius X and Benedict XV,
has seemed to reject such an opinion, as the
formulation of the spurious decree of Gratian

was eliminated in the Code of Canon Law 1917.
The canons that address the automatic loss of
an ecclesiastical office for heresy in the 1917
Code of Canon Law (canon 188 §4) and in the
1983 Code of Canon Law (canon 194 §2) are
not applicable to the pope, because the Church
deliberately eliminated from the Code of Canon
Law the following formulation taken from the
previous Corpus Iuris Canonici: “unless the
pope is caught deviating from the faith (nisi
deprehendatur a fide devius).” By this act, the
Church manifested her understanding, the mens
ecclesiae, regarding this crucial issue. Even if
one does not agree with this conclusion, the
matter remains at least doubtful. In doubtful
matters, however, one cannot proceed to
concrete acts with fundamental implications for
the life of the Church, such as, e.g., not to name
an allegedly heretical or an allegedly invalidly
elected pope in the Canon of the Mass, or
preparing for a new papal election.

Even if one supports the opinion of the
automatic loss of the papal office for heresy, in
the case of Pope Francis, the College of
Cardinals or of a representative group of
bishops has not issued a declaration regarding
the automatic loss of papal office, specifying
the concrete heretical pronouncements and the
date when they happened.

According to the opinion of St. Robert
Bellarmine, a single bishop, priest, or lay
faithful cannot state the fact of the loss of papal
office for heresy. Consequently, even if a single
bishop or priest is convinced that Pope Francis
has committed the crime of heresy, he has no
authority to eliminate his name from the Canon
of the Mass.

Even if one subscribed to the opinion of St
Robert Bellarmine, in the case of Pope Francis
doubt still remains, and there is still no
statement by the College of Cardinals or a
group of bishops, affirming the automatic loss
of the papal office and informing the entire
Church about this fact.

Faithful Catholics can morally (but not
canonically) distance themselves from
erroneous or evil teachings and acts of a pope.
This has occurred several times in the course
of the Church’s history. However, given the
principle that one ought to give the benefit of
the doubt regarding the position of one’s
superior, Catholics should also consider the
correct teachings of the pope as part of the
Magisterium of the Church, his correct
decisions as part of the Church’s legislation,
and his appointments of bishops and cardinals
as valid. For even if one subscribes to the
opinion of St. Robert Bellarmine, the necessary
declaration of the automatic loss of the papal
office has still not been issued.

Continued on p.5
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A moral and intellectual “distancing” of oneself
from erroneous teachings of a pope also
includes resisting his errors. However, this
should always be done with due respect for the
papal office and the person of the Pope. St.
Bridged of Sweden and St. Catherine of Siena,
both of whom admonished the popes of their
times, are fine examples of such respect. St.
Robert Bellarmine wrote: “Just as it is licit to
resist the Pontiff who attacks the body, so also
is it licit to resist him who attacks souls or
destroys the civil order or above all, tries to
destroy the Church. I say that it is licit to resist
him by not doing what he orders and by
impeding the execution of his will” (De
Romano Pontifice, II, 29).

Warning people about the danger of a pope’s
wrong teachings and actions does not require
convincing people that he is not the true pope.
This is required by the nature of the Catholic
Church as a visible society, in contrast to the
Protestant understanding and to the theory of
conciliarism or semi-conciliarism, where the
convictions of an individual or of a particular
group inside the Church are considered as
having an effect upon the fact of who is the true
and valid shepherd in the Church.

The Church is strong enough and possesses
sufficient means to protect the faithful from the
spiritual damage of a heretical pope. In the first
place, there is the sensus fidelium, the
supernatural sense of the faith (sensus fidei). It
is the gift of the Holy Spirit, by which the
members of the Church possess the true sense
of the faith. This is a kind of spiritual and
supernatural instinct that makes the faithful
sentire cum Ecclesia (think with the mind of
the Church) and discern what is in conformity
with the Catholic and Apostolic faith handed
on by all bishops and popes, through the
Universal Ordinary Magisterium.

One should also remember the wise words that
Cardinal Consalvi spoke to a furious Emperor
Napoleon, when the latter threatened to destroy
the Church: “What we, i.e. the clergy, tried to
do and we did not succeed, you for sure, will
not succeed.” Paraphrasing these words one
could say: “Even a heretical pope cannot
destroy the Church.” The Pope and the Church
are indeed not totally identical. The Pope is the
visible head of the Militant Church on earth,
but at the same time he is also a member of the
Mystical Body of Christ.

The sentire cum Ecclesia requires from a true
son or daughter of the Church that he or she
also praise the pope when he does right things,
while asking him to do still more and praying
that God enlightens him so that he may become
a valiant herald and defender of the Catholic
Faith.

The former Pope Benedict XVI is no longer the
pope. It suffices to re-read the core of Pope
Benedict XVI’s declaration of renunciation to
realize what it meant. The following
affirmations of the former Pope Benedict XVI
eliminate any reasonable doubts about the
validity of his abdication, and his recognition
of Pope Francis as the only true pope: “Among
you, in the College of Cardinals, there is also
the future pope to whom today I promise my
unconditional reverence and obedience”

Bishop: Only Divine Intervention Will Solve Francis Crisis…Continued from p.4

(Farewell address to the Cardinals, 28
February 2013). “I have taken this step with
full awareness of its gravity and even its
novelty, but with profound interior serenity”
(Last General Audience, February 27, 2013).

“There is not the slightest doubt about the
validity of my renunciation of the Petrine
ministry. The only condition of validity is the
full freedom of the decision. Speculation about
the invalidity of renunciation is simply absurd”
(Letter from February 18, 2014, to Andrea
Tornielli, published in La Stampa, February 27,
2014).

During a conversation with a journalist from
the Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera, the
former Pope Benedict XVI said: “The Pope is
one, he is Francis.” These words of Benedict
XVI were reported in the written edition of
Corriere della Sera, June 28, 2019 and
anticipated in the Italian version of Vatican
News on June 27, 2019.

The Church is a visible society. Therefore,
what was essential for the fulfillment of
Benedict XVI’s resignation was not his
possible internal thought but what he
externally declared, for the Church does not
judge about internal intentions. Pope Benedict
XVI’s ambiguous acts, like wearing a white
cassock, keeping his name, imparting the
apostolic blessing, etc., do not affect the
unequivocal meaning of his act of
renunciation. Many of his demonstrable and
unequivocal words and actions after his
resignation also confirm that he considers Pope
Francis, and not himself, to be the pope.

Declaring Pope Francis to be an invalid pope,
either because of his heresies or because of an
invalid election (for reasons of alleged
violations of the Conclave norms or for the
reason that Pope Benedict XVI is still the pope
because of his invalid renunciation) are
desperate and subjectively taken actions aimed
at remedying the current unprecedented crisis
of the papacy. They are purely human and
betray a spiritual myopia. All such endeavors
are ultimately a dead end, a cul-de-sac. Such
solutions reveal an implicit Pelagian approach
to resolving a problem with human means; a
problem, indeed, which cannot be resolved by
human efforts, but which requires a divine
intervention.

One need only examine similar cases of the
deposition of a pope or declaration of the
invalidity of his election in Church history to
see that they provoked rivaling and combatting
claimants to the papal office.

Such situations caused more confusion for the
Church than did tolerating a heretical or
doubtfully elected pope with the supernatural
vision of the Church and trust in Divine
Providence.

The Church is ultimately not a human but a
divine-human reality. She is the Mystical Body
of Christ. Attempts to resolve the current crisis
of the papacy which favor the opinion of St.
Robert Bellarmine with its concrete solution,
or take refuge in the unproven theory of
Benedict XVI still being the only true pope,
are doomed to fail from the start. The Church
is in the hands of God, even in this most dark
time.

We must not be lax in proclaiming Catholic
truth and warning and admonishing when papal
words and actions clearly harm the faith. But
what all true sons and daughters of the Church
ought to do now is launch a serious world-wide
crusade of prayer and penance to implore a
divine intervention. Let us trust in the Lord’s
words: “Will not God give justice to his elect,
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long over them?” (Luke 18:7)
February 28, 2020
+ Athanasius Schneider, Auxiliary Bishop of
the Archdiocese of St. Mary in Astana

“On each occasion I say: ‘Lord, thy will
be done! It’s not what this or that one
wants, but what You want me to do.’ This
is my fortress, this is my firm rock, this is
my sure support.”

St. John Chrysostom

“

Pope Benedict…
From the Catholic News
Agency…

Vatican City, Feb 28,
2013 Pope Benedict XVI
surprised the cardinals and
organizers of a Feb. 28
farewell ceremony by
saying the future Pope is present and that he
already pledges his “unconditional respect
and obedience” to him.” …

“Among you, between the College of
Cardinals, there is also the future Pope, to
whom I already pledge my unconditional
respect and obedience,” he declared.

The Catholic News Agency report goes on to
explain the surprise of the cardinals present,
because “The cardinals of the Church usually
promise their obedience to the new Pope in
the Sistine Chapel after he is elected…”

However, there is another, more important
reason why the cardinals should express
surprise and that is because there is absolutely
no requirement on any Catholic - including
cardinals -  to give unconditional and
complete obedience to any pope.  To promise
obedience to a bishop or pope is one thing;
but unconditional obedience?  That can never
be right. Every Catholic’s first duty of
obedience is to the Faith, and if anyone, Pope
or not, is contradicting the Faith in his private
speeches and writings, then we are duty bound
to speak out in protest, to correct his errors,
as he is duty bound to correct ours. The Faith
comes first for us all, not any office including
the papal office - Ed
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A Lent challenge: Do I really believe?
(From March 2020 edition of Flourish)

I believe in miracles …
do you? That’s the
powerful question asked
by Archbishop Tartaglia
this month as Lent
begins in earnest. In a
powerful interview with
Flourish, Glasgow’s
Archbishop calls for a
new effort at fostering
devotion to the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist and a renewed sense of the sacred.
Ed: Why’s that, then?  Why the need for “a new
effort… devotion… Real Presence… sense of the
sacred…”?  Whatever happened to the “old”
devotion and sense of the sacred? Could it be that
the “success” of the ecumenical and inter-faith
focus of the Church has led to practical
indifferentism among the faithful who now believe
that one religion / denomination is as good as
another, that we’re all going to Heaven, no need to
be “dogmatic” about anything? Jesus loves us and
we don’t need “organised religion” any more.  Just
a thought.

The Archbishop spoke after a recent survey in
the US showed only 30 per cent of Catholics
fully accepted  the doctrine of
transubstantiation, namely the bread and wine
offered at Mass truly become the body and
blood of Christ at the moment of
consecration.
Ed: Which means that 70% do NOT believe in
transubstantiation… How did that happen, then?

Archbishop Tartaglia speaks frankly in the
interview about the liturgical and catechetical
mistakes which followed Vatican II and
acknowledges that “the Church has gone
through testing times in the post-conciliar
period, much of it self-inflicted. There has
been bad catechesis and bad theology around
the Eucharist, with the result that many
people cannot articulate the Church’s faith in
the Eucharist even in simple terms.”
Ed: well, Glory Hallelujah! That is some
admission. Every word a jewel.  At long last,
Archbishop. Still, a wee apology after the spirit of
the age would be good. It’s called “taking
responsibility”.  And then let’s see some action!
Sacking the entire staff at the Scottish Catholic
Education Service  plus reinstating Thomism in
seminaries would be a start:  producing
theologically literate priests and teachers can only
help…

He adds starkly: “Many supportive elements
of our practice, like fasting and genuflection
and kneeling, and devotional prayers and
practices, have been neglected. None of this
has helped to nourish the faith of the People

of God in the Most Holy Eucharist.”
Ed: “genuflection and kneeling” don’t come
naturally to those who think of Our Lord as merely
their “brother” and who –  as the Archbishop now
acknowledges  – lack belief in His Real Presence.
Who, after all, ordered the tabernacles to be
placed out of sight (and thus out of mind, as the
saying goes), along with the removal of altar rails
and kneelers, because it is that person who bears
massive responsibility before God for causing and
maintaining the apostasy which Pope John Paul II
once described as “silent”, but which is now
screaming from the rooftops.

But the Archbishop is clear that the answer is
not a return to the past or a rejection of the
liturgical changes of Vatican II.
Ed: WRONG!  How on earth does the Archbishop
think we got to the stage where the vast majority of
Catholics, by his own admission, do not believe in
a central dogma of the Faith – the Real Presence –
if not as a result of  “the liturgical changes of
Vatican II”?   This has to be a rhetorical question
because the answer is so painfully obvious.

He says: “The Novus Ordo, the ‘new’ Mass,
is not a defective form of the Mass. Its
structure is based soundly on the great
liturgical tradition. Its theology is orthodox.
Like any other form of the Mass, when
celebrated well, it more fully achieves God’s
purpose. When celebrated poorly, it obscures
God’s purpose.”
Ed: So the poor faithful are to be left at the mercy
of the priest, hoping he does not “obscure God’s
purpose”… What?!  The new Mass is definitely
defective.  Its structure is totally contradictory to
“the great liturgical tradition”: for example, never
before in the entire history of the Church has the
priest faced the congregation at Mass throughout.
This is but one, highly distracting, innovation, one
departure from Catholic Tradition which totally
“obscures  God’s purpose” in the Mass and turns
it into an entertainment platform, and in some cases,
a circus.  So seriously did certain Cardinals regard
this novel Mass, recognising that it was truly
defective, that they wrote to Pope Paul VI, arguing
that “…the Novus Ordo represents, both as a whole
and in its details, a striking departure from the
Catholic theology of the Mass as it was formulated
in Session XXII of the Council of Trent. The
“canons” of the rite definitively fixed at that time
provided an insurmountable barrier to any heresy
directed against the integrity of the Mystery.” To
read the entire letter/critique, simply visit
http://www.catholictradition.org/Eucharist/ottaviani.htm

And he reminds readers that the teaching of
the Church has been clear and unchanging in
recent decades: “There has been good and
faithful catechesis and teaching on the
Eucharist during the post-Vatican II era,
starting from Pope St Paul VI. His successors
Pope St John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI
taught firmly and beautifully on the Mass and
on the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the

Most Holy Eucharist.
Ed: So, how come the majority of Catholics have
lost the Faith – a fact which the Archbishop
acknowledges?

“Pope Francis summed up the Church’s
teaching simply and powerfully last year on the
feast of Corpus Christi: ‘Whenever we
approach the altar to receive the Eucharist, we
must truly renew our ‘amen’ to the Body of
Christ… It is Jesus, it is Jesus who saved me,
it is Jesus who comes to give me the strength
to live. It is Jesus alive.’”
Ed: is that it?  Hardly an explanation, let alone a
ringing endorsement, of transubstantiation – but
merely a vague pious statement to which any
Protestant could subscribe.  Protestants who believe
that they receive Christ “spiritually” in their bread
and wine, could pray those words.

And he ended his interview with a cry of hope
… “There is no pastoral plan that can fix this
situation without insisting upon a renewed and
profound faithfulness to Christ and to his
Gospel. The answer will depend on much more
faithful preaching and teaching at all levels
which will lay out for the faithful the truth,
beauty and wonder of the real presence of
Christ in the Eucharist so that they may receive
him in Holy Communion with faith and
devotion for the salvation of their souls.
Ed: can’t argue with that – but how is this “more
faithful preaching and teaching at all levels…”  to
be achieved? There’s plenty of piously “hopeful”
rhetoric coming from the Archbishop in this
interview, but precious little in the way of concrete
planning to put right the indiscipline, errors,
liturgical and catechetical abuses of the past 50 plus
years. And the check list below, really doesn’t offer
any of that pious “hope”.  Apparently this “more
faithful preaching and teaching at all levels” will be
achieved as follows:

• It will be expressed in more obedient and
authentic liturgy.
Ed: that can only mean the traditional Latin Mass,
offered in every parish in the archdiocese – a solution
rejected by the Archbishop.

• It will be accompanied by a much greater
response to Vatican II’s universal call to
holiness from all sectors of the Church.
Ed: if “Vatican II’s universal call to holiness” is
different from the perennial call to holiness of the
Church since apostolic times, let’s hear it. It is, in
fact, this heresy – that the Church only really began
at Vatican II, with the arrival of the Holy Ghost at
the Council – that has led to the current decline.

Archbishop of Glasgow Admits Failure
of the Liturgical Experiment But
Refuses to Restore Traditional Faith…
The interview below was first published in the March edition of Flourish, official publication of the Archdiocese of
Glasgow, and subsequently was reprinted, with editorial commentary throughout, on the Catholic Truth blog, headlined
Archbishop of Glasgow: Most Catholics Faithless, But No Return To Tradition… 16 March, 2020.

Continued on p.7

http://www.flourishnewspaper.co.uk/
http://www.catholictradition.org/Eucharist/ottaviani.htm
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• It will demand a true conversion to the moral
and social teaching of the Church.
Ed: true.  Which will require priests and bishops to
openly preach true morals, deny pro-abortion
politicians Holy Communion and refuse to permit
scandalous funerals, such as the very public funerals
of partnered homosexuals which have taken place in
Glasgow in recent years.  And in terms of the social
teaching of the Church – that means priests and
bishops preaching that, at the heart of Catholic
Social Teaching is the belief that Christ must be at
the head of every nation under Heaven. The Church
is not an arm of the Social Work Department. She
cannot support immoral national laws, in the name
of Catholic Social Teaching.

• It will be based on a much more frequent and
respectful practice around Mass, the
Sacraments and an increased sensitivity to the
sphere of the sacred.
Ed: that brings us full circle back to the need to
restore that which has been lost – the traditional
Latin Mass, and, in the meantime, an end to the
various liturgical abuses now normalised – such as
Communion in the hand, drinking from the Chalice
and lay people playing at being priests.  We want rid
of Extraordinay Ministers of Holy Communion:
when do we want it? NOW!

• It will be supported by much more prayer,
devotion and penance.
Ed: once the traditional liturgy has been restored,
“all these other things will be given to you”, to
(kinda) quote the Gospel.

Its source and outcome will be a greater faith,
hope and charity. It may well take a miracle of
grace and conversion to restore our Eucharistic
faith … but thankfully, I believe in miracles.”
Ed: yes, it will take a miracle, which is why we, at
Catholic Truth, never lose sight of the need for the
Pope and all the Bishops of the world to unite in
consecrating Russia to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, as Our Lady requested.  Until then, as we can
see from the above interview (notwithstanding his
honest admission of the dire state of the Church on
his watch)  Archbishop Tartaglia is still in denial as
to the only way to put matters right, which is the
restoration of all things in Christ; in other words, he
must give us back what modernist churchmen have
taken from us in the past half-century – our Catholic
heritage.  The spiritual blindness which we are
witnessing in the post-Vatican II churchmen from the
top down, continues to display itself in interviews
such as this, where the Archbishop just cannot see
that it is only when the Traditional Faith in its
theological and liturgical purity is restored, that his
“miracle” will be achieved. Source – March 2020
edition of Flourish – official publication of the
Archdiocese of Glasgow

Archbishop of Glasgow - interview… Continued from p.6

From the outset, the world-wide
Coronavirus crisis was taken seriously by
the Catholic hierarchy; Pope Francis
prayed when he visited the Roman
churches of Saints Mary Major and
Marcello on the Via del Coros: "I asked the
Lord to stop the epidemic: ‘Lord, stop it
with your hand’. That is what I prayed for”.1

There’s no doubt about Pope Francis’s
kind concern for the wellbeing of our
bodies, then, and we thank him for it, as
we thank the Prime Minister of the UK and
the First Minister of Scotland, along with
every other politician who has shown the
same concern.
It’s our supernatural wellbeing that seems
to be of less concern, with our eternal
destiny assumed to be eternal bliss - in
direct contradiction to the warnings of
Sacred Scripture where Our Lord instructs
us to not fear physical ruin but eternal ruin:
“Fear not them that kill the body and are
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in
Hell.” (Matt 10:28).

The fairly short interview in ‘La Repubblica’
sadly underlines  Pope Francis’s shallow
and earthbound philosophy of life. Asked
how we can live these days of self-
imposed isolation, his reply is no different
to that offered by the various gurus of
social attitudes and behaviour, armchair
psychologists who have been pontificating
(note the pun) on our TV screens day in
and day out throughout the Coronavirus
lockdown: hug your family, be kind to
others, phone others, give a hot meal, etc.
Then this question and it’s tell-tale papal
answer:
Journalist: How can those who do not
have faith have hope in days like these?

Pope Francis: “They are all God's children
and are looked upon by Him. Even those
who have not yet met God, those who do
not have the gift of faith, can find their way
through this, in the good things they
believe in: they can find strength in love for
their children, for their family, for their
brothers and sisters. One can say: ‘I
cannot pray because I do not believe.’ But
at the same time, however, he can believe
in the love of the people around him, and
thus find hope”.

What an incredibly faithless response…
Where is the exhortation to Faith in God,
not just “the good things they believe in”?
Yet again, Pope Francis neglects his duty
by giving the impression that everyone is
saved. Where is the explanation that there

can be no real hope apart from God?
In the above interview, Pope Francis
wrongly describes unbelievers as “all God’s
children”: it’s a very nice, politically correct,
inclusive, equality blah blah sound-bite but
theologically false. Of course God loves
every soul brought into this world, but we
only become “children of God” after
Baptism. All the more reason, then, for the
Pope, of all people, to use his huge sphere
of influence, his access to media outlets,
to communicate that basic message.
However tactfully, however sensitively, it
must be communicated because the
consequence of not being baptised are
spelt out by Christ Himself: “Unless a man
be born again of water and the Holy Ghost,
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5)

Coronavirus Instructions From
Politicians Religiously Obeyed -
Fatima Message From God, Ignored…

Staff Reporter

When the time comes, as Our
Lady promised it will come, that
Russia is consecrated, albeit
“late” and her promised period
of peace  in the Church and the
world comes to pass, then the
negligence of the recent popes
will be condemned by  all and
sundry, but no pope will be as
harshly judged by those who
are currently praising his
liberalism, as Pope Francis
who has lived through this
period, the first in history,

when the churches were closed
and the sacraments denied to the faithful
without any murmur of protest from him -
quite the opposite. This is the Pope who
exhorted Catholics to obey organisations
such as the United Nations: “When we
recognize international organizations,
such as the International Court of Justice
in The Hague or the United Nations, and
give them the capacity to judge
internationally, when they speak, if we are
(part of) humanity, we must obey.”  It is
true that not all things that are right for
humanity are also right for our pockets
(financial interests) but international
institutions must be obeyed,” he said. 2

A breathtaking approbation from any
professed Christian, given the evil policies
to which the United Nations  is wedded -
but from a pope?

Footnotes:
1Pope Francis on Coronavirus crisis: “Don’t waste
these difficult days. While at home re-discover the
importance of hugging kids and relatives” “La
Repubblica”, 18 March, 2020; also reported on the
Vatican News website
2 Reuters: Pope says Britain should obey U.N., return
islands, including U.S. base, 10 September, 2019

Let Glasgow
flourish by
the praising
of Thy Name
and the
preaching of
Thy Word.

The City Motto "Let Glasgow Flourish", is a
shortened version of the text inscribed on the bell
of the Tron Church in Glasgow, cast in 1631.
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The UK & Irish Bishops plus the Pope and Prefects of every Vatican Congregation no longer receive this publication. The 100th edition was the last copy
sent to them.  No Pope, Bishop,  or Vatican Prefect has ever contacted us to correct anything, despite our standing invitation to do so over a period of
years now, in accordance  with their duty under Canon Law # 823.  Readers may, therefore, be confident that our publication contains nothing that is
contrary to Catholic Faith or Morals.

N O T I C E S
Sincere gratitude to everyone who donated to
our funds following the March
edition.  We are, as ever, deeply
impressed and touched by your

generosity.
And, as always, a special
word of gratitude  to our
Standing Order donors
because these regular donations very
much help us with our  planning.

 Thank you.
Miss McMoneypenny

For whosoever shall give you to
drink a cup of water in My name,
because you belong to Christ:
amen I say to you, he shall not
lose his reward.  (Mark 9:40)

Your Letters

Write to…
Catholic Truth,
PO Box 30017

Glasgow,
G67 9FS

Email
editor@catholictruthscotland.com

Please make cheques payable to
‘Catholic Truth’.

Thanks for the mention in your newsletter.
Many people have contacted me to say
you were kind enough to advertise our
Exposition for vocations on the First Fri-
days [Issue # 116, March 20, p.13]

As our parish is dedicated to the Sacred
Heart it is important to us that we mark this
devotion in any way we can.
[Fr] John G Campbell, Glasgow
Ed: delighted to be of service. However, it would
have been encouraging if you had promised to
correct the errors in your YouTube lecture about
Our Lady and her place in God’s plan of
salvation. Still, we are grateful for small mercies
so thank you for not being mad at us…

I liked the latest CT [Issue # 116, March 20].
I thought the articles on Netflix (p.16) and
Jim Allen (p.14) excellent. I will give a copy
to the chap who saw the Two Popes’ film -
over to  him, then! If you could spare 3
copies of that CT I have people who might
profit from reading it. [Ed: done and dusted].

Have you read “From Kirk to Catholic
Church”? Or have I asked you this before?
[Ed: yes, you have!] This year I hope to
reprint the booklet by the Bishop’s curate,
Mgr Rossi RIP - it’s a real classic.  Humble,
humorous, simple and surprising, which will
make you smile.
Ed: thank you for this kind offer, but I really do
have extremely limited storage space and I am
forever clearing out books and papers, so since
I’ve read “From Kirk to Catholic Church”, albeit
some years ago now, I have to decline your
generous offer. Sounds like your PP could use
a copy, though!

I’ve had three front teeth extracted and I
can’t eat very well.  So, Lent is a dawdle!
George Mills, Glasgow
Ed: lucky you… I think!

Looking forward to Education Seminar in
May…

Much has changed in Catholic schools
these days and not for the better. I have
very fond memories of my childhood
school, St Paul’s Shettleston, followed by
5 years at Notre Dame High School where
prayer and a Catholic ethos were most
evident.
I was blessed with a further 3 years at
Notre Dame [Teacher] Training College
where the knowledge of my Faith
continued.  Morning Mass started each day
and throughout the years we were
spiritually fed. Can this be said of the
present day? Claire Conlon, Argyll
Ed: as you now know our Seminar was
cancelled due to the Coronavirus lockdown.
Thank you for your generosity in returning your
refunded ticket payment (and then some) as a
donation. Most kind and hugely appreciated.
Next time, you’ll receive a complimentary ticket
with no admittance unless you accept it!

Thanks for the March issue of CT.
Especially enjoyed article about St John
Ogilvie, where I once taught (Easterhouse).
We need more people like him today.
No, I don’t have Netflix!
Ontario is in total “lock-down” at present
due to this mysterious virus. I guess you
are experiencing similar in Scotland.
I’m enclosing a small donation In gratitude.
Just wish I could attend your Education
Seminar in May.  Wishing it every success.
The crisis in the Church continues
unabated here, in Canada.  Oremus!
I’m still relying on our dear Holy Father to
consecrate Russia to Our Lady - needs our
prayers badly, enough said!  I often wonder
exactly who is “advising” Pope Francis.  I
wish he would pay more attention to the
“climate” in the Holy Catholic Church, than
in the Amazon wilderness!
Wishing you all a very happy and holy
Easter, good health and many blessings.
Cecilia McCaughey, Canada
Ed: firstly, as I’ve said many times on this page,
there’s no such thing as a “small” donation; in
any case, thank you for your very generous
donation. I’ll take this opportunity, though, to
remind kind donors that cheques should be
made payable to Catholic Truth - not to Catholic
Truth Scotland, not to me, personally, not to
“Catholic Truth Editor”, or “Miss McMoneypenny,
Catholic Truth”, not even to Editor’s New Outfit
& Hairdo Fund - simply “Catholic Truth”.
Otherwise, there is a risk that the bank will refuse
to accept it. Thanks, folks!

Up to age 25,I had lived a careless,
undisciplined life resulting in a breakdown.
Then it became obvious that, if I did not
reform, there would follow an inevitable
descent into deeper darkness and
eventually Hell itself.  By the grace of God,
I did reform and spent the next five years
as a sort of free-range Protestant seeking
out the best preachers, always with a
nameless fear behind me.
Then,on a week in Italy, I sat watching TV
showing Pope John XXIII giving his Easter
blessing. With my customary Protestant
prejudices I regarded this strange foreign
custom when, suddenly a warm pleasant
wind blew through me with the words: “He
is the Holy Father” repeated many times.
No difficulties on this one after that.
On a trip to Rome soon after, looking out
at the countryside, the following beautiful
words impressed themselves on my mind:
“You shall be led out with joy…and the
trees of the field shall clap their hands.”
Some months later I found these exact
words in Isaiah 55:12.  Arrived in Rome I
went, like a homing pigeon, straight to St
Peter’s and in that strange place of a
foreign religion I at once felt more at home

than at any other place in my life! This is
where I belong.
Further light was given me at a side altar
which had a picture of Jesus’ baptism. As
I gazed at Him some amazingly simple
theology came to me, ‘He has got arms, I
have got arms, He has legs, so have I, but
He is God!’  The rest of my stay in Rome
became a tour of as many churches as I
could find.  In the entrance to one, I
involuntarily made the sign of the cross for
the first time in my life, and smelled incense
with a sense of déjà vu.
At the top of the Scala Sancta there is a full
sized picture of Jesus crucified over which
is the Lord’s name in Latin, ‘Jesus
Christus’. At the sight of this all my
Protestant convictions fell away like worn
out garments and it became clear that
God’s Church extended horizontally to the
ends of the earth and vertically from Hell
to Heaven and back in time for 2,000 years.
It took a further two years for all this to be
integrated in my mind before a firm
decision could be made to be received.
This was in 1962 so that I had about four
years of sound Catholic practice before the
rot set in.  This was a greater grace than I
realised at the time. Jim Allen,Torquay,
England
Ed: a wonderful conversion story. Thank you for
sharing that with us!

mailto:editor@catholictruthscotland.com
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Dear Prime Minister,

I received a letter from Downing Street today,
the letter sent out nationally to every citizen,
and I have to say that it reads like a diktat from
the Communist regime in Beijing, which
regime, incidentally, I sincerely hope you
intend to permanently quarantine from UK
business for its criminal part in the spreading
of this virus. Let this be the lesson that
Communists do not share the values of free
nations when it comes to human life, global
domination being their sole aim.

Anyway, what you are attempting to impose on
the British people during this difficult time is
unlawful, there is no precedent in statute that
permits such drastic totalitarian action, not even
in cases of national emergency. You simply
cannot place the people under house arrest,
threatening them with fines and other measures
that are proper to a Communist Police State.
The people of this country have civil liberties
that you must always uphold if this country is
to remain free, regardless of circumstances.

You will recall that in 2009 the virus dubbed
“Swine Flu” developed into a pandemic killing
between 250,000 – 500,000 people globally.
Though the final number of deaths has never
been confirmed, what is certain is that not a
single nation went into lockdown during the
six-month period when the virus was spreading
everywhere. Now, Covid-19, the worst strain
of Coronavirus, is not even close to the 2009
Swine Flu in terms of mortality, so why the
mass hysteria?

Is it because so-called medical “experts”
together with a left wing media with a
geopolitical agenda is forcing the government
to take economy-busting steps that it would
otherwise avoid? Something has to be causing
this governmental insanity.

You should remember that these “experts” are
noted for dire predictions every time a virus
does the rounds or a new disease appears on the
scene. They have built careers on apocalyptic
predictions that never come to pass. They are
at it again and the statistics show that they will
be wrong once more.

Just consider the actual numbers thus far. Of
1.5 million Coronavirus infections the death
toll is 83,000, mostly elderly people and those
with underlying health conditions. While every
death is deeply regrettable, I know because I
lost my sister to blood cancer at 28 years of age,

a 5% mortality rate is hardly the plague upon
us!

Now I have observed that the nations that have
taken the most drastic steps, such as lockdown,
have suffered the most from continued spread
of infection. Italy, France, Spain and the UK,
all countries with neglected and deteriorated
health systems, have suffered much greater
death rates than countries like the U.S. and
Germany.

The U.S., for example, has experienced around
400,500 infections, yet the death count is only
around 12,800. Likewise Germany, 107,000
infections with only 2,500 death toll.

Compare those figures with the locked down
UK – 55,000 infections with 6,800 deaths and
you should begin to see that the UK’s problem
is less the virus than our not-fit-for-purpose
NHS. Now it may please some to cover this
up with infantile gestures of applause for our
brave health workers, but the fact is our NHS
has declined to the point of being a Third
World service. The same can be said for
France, Spain and Italy, the other three nations
whose death toll from this virus exceeds the
numbers of better equipped countries, such as
the aforementioned U.S. and Germany.

This is the problem our country needs to face
up to instead of risking economic suicide with
draconian measures such as national
lockdown, which is insanity and is proving
counter-productive in every nation that goes
down that fatal road.

You simply cannot lock down a nation for
weeks or months on end and expect life to
return to normal once the virus passes. What
happens when it returns, as it surely will? You
have to consider the greater picture regarding
people’s lives, their jobs, their mental health,
etc. The present course of this government is
sure to create a truly apocalyptic outcome,
economically speaking, if this hysterical
response remains in place.

I should point out here that I had this virus
back in December 2019, as did many others I
know. We all spoke of its virulence at the time
and I suspect I had it again a few weeks ago,
as did my brother and my 82-year-old mother.
We all suffered symptoms, some of which we
still have in mild form, but we get on with life.

The proper thing for the government to do
right now is target primary NHS care at the
elderly and those with underlying health
conditions and let all others, those with non-
life-threatening symptoms get on with
developing natural immunity. That’s the wise
course to take, it’s the course the Swedish
government is following with success. The
alternative, totalitarian lockdown, will only
result in a worse national disaster than

Letter to Prime Minister
Boris Johnson MP -
from Martin Blackshaw…

Coronavirus, an economic one that we will all
have to suffer for many years to come.

You could also look at authorising the use of
the anti-malaria drug combined with antibiotic
that is enjoying some success in the U.S. and
elsewhere. I read only today on Fox News that
a contributing doctor and a Senator have
confirmed by personal experience the life-
saving effects of this combination of drugs.
Also, where are the testing kits that would allow
people free of the virus to return to work? There
seems to be an uncanny reluctance to get these
kits into the public domain.

Finally, and this is the most important point of
all, your government has included a lockdown
of churches in its Police State policy, and this
at Easter of all times.

Now I know from my experience of 57 years
residence in the UK that our country has largely
abandoned its Christian culture in favour of the
principles of Cultural Marxism, particularly as
regards morals. But to remove the source of
supernatural grace and comfort from those who
still believe in God at this time is reprehensible
and is sure to be very negative for the country
as a whole. God will not bless a nation that so
openly rejects Him and tramples His divine
laws.

Perhaps the national day of prayer declared by
President Trump is the reason why 400,500
infections from Coronavirus has resulted in
only 12,800 deaths while the UK, whose
government is suppressing public Christian
worship at Easter of all times, has a much
higher death toll on a far lesser infection rate.
You may wish to reflect on that!

Sincerely,

Martin Blackshaw
Scotland

On receipt of the letter sent out to
everyone in the UK from 10 Downing
Street, one of our bloggers shared his
reply to the Prime Minister, Boris
Johnson, dated 8 April…

You must stay at home.
You may only leave your home
for  very limited purposes…to
buy food,medicine, seek
medical attention, exercise,
work - if you cannot work from
home.
You should  not meet friends
and relatives who do not live in
your home.
If you break the rules, the
police will issue fines and
disperse gatherings.
We will not hesitate to go
further…
Stay at home, protect the NHS
and save lives.

Continued from column 2
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“I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls”

St John Ogilvie SJ
Feast: 10 March
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Fatima & Contemporary Events
Extracts from…

Towards World Government - New World Order
by Deirdre Manifold

ISBN 0 9511981 2 2 (Firinne Publications)

When Our Lady appeared to three
illiterate children in Fatima,
Portugal on 13 May,1917, she
said: “Do not be afraid. I will do
you no harm. I am from Heaven

and I have come to ask you to
come here for six months on
the 13th day at the same time.
Later on I will tell you what
I want and I will return here
a seventh time.”

In June, she promised to
take two of the children -
the siblings Jacinta and
Francisco - to Heaven
soon. Francisco died in
1919 and Jacinta in 1920,
both having suffered,
gladly, a great deal for the

conversion of sinners.

The 13th July, 1917, will stand out as one of the
most momentous days in history, for on that
day, Our Lady prophesied the history of the
world down to the present day. She asked the
children to pray for the conversion of sinners
and to say: “Oh Jesus, this is for the love of you,
for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation
for the sins committed against the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.”  Then the children were given
a vision of Hell in which they could see demons
and those who were damned.  Lucia cried out
in terror calling upon Our Lady:

“We could see a vast sea of fire” she revealed
later. “Plunged in the flames were demons and
lost souls, as if they were red hot coals,
transparent and black or bronze coloured, in
human form, which floated about in the
conflagration, borne by the flames which issued
from them, with clouds of smoke falling on all
sides as sparks fall into a great conflagration
without weight or equilibrium, amid shrieks
and groans of sorrow and despair that horrified
us and caused us to tremble with fear. The
devils could be distinguished by horrible and
loathsome forms of animals, frightful and
unknown, but transparent like black coals that
have turned red-hot.”

Full of fear, the children raised their eyes
beseechingly to the Lady who said to them,
with unspeakable sadness and tenderness:

“You have seen Hell — where the souls of poor
sinners go. To save them God wills to establish
throughout the world the devotion to My
Immaculate Heart. “If people will do what I tell
you, many souls will be saved, and there will
be peace. The war is going to end. “But if they
do not stop offending God, another and worse

war will break out in the reign of Pius XI.
When you see a night illumined by an unknown
light, know that it is the great sign that God
gives you, that He is going to punish the world
for its crimes by means of war, hunger,
persecution of the Church and of the Holy
Father. “To forestall this, I shall come to ask
for the Consecration of Russia to My
Immaculate Heart and the Communion of
Reparation on the First Saturdays. “If they
heed My requests, Russia will be converted,
and there will be peace. If not, she shall spread
her errors throughout the world, promoting
wars and persecutions of the Church; the good
will be martyred, the Holy Father will have
much to suffer, various nations will be
annihilated; in the end, My Immaculate Heart
shall triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate
Russia to Me, which will be converted, and
some time of peace will be given to the world.
“In Portugal, the dogma of the faith will
always be preserved etc.” (Here follows the
third secret, which has never been [fully]
revealed).

Lucia had asked for a miracle and Our Lady
promised it. The miracle of the sun on 13
October, 1917 was the great heavenly sign
given by God to confirm that reality of the
divine intervention at Fatima and the
seriousness of His message for mankind. The
children had told of the promise, which spread
through Portugal like a prairie fire and was
splashed across the pages of the anti-clerical
press. As far as is known, for the very first time
in history, a prophet or seer was asking all the
people to assemble at a certain place and time
to witness a public miracle to prove that the
message which had been received came from
God. The revolutionary Government, which
had vowed to stamp out religion in two
generations, was taking no chances with what
they regarded as sheer religious fanaticism.
Armed soldiers were sent to the Cova on the
morning of the 13 October to prevent people
gathering there. The press lampooned the
whole affair. Yet, despite the armed guards and
appalling weather conditions, 70,000 people
gathered at the Cova…

Some of the most eloquent descriptions of
what happened have been given by reporters
for the secular press who came to scoff.
According to the testimony of thousands
present there, the sun appeared like a dull
silver plate spinning round in a circular
movement as if it were moved by electricity.
On the faces of the people an expression of
ecstatic rapture could be observed. The sun
neither burned nor blinded their eyes.

According to Diario de Noticias (Daily News)
of 15 October, 1917: “Before the astonished
eyes of the crowd, whose aspect was biblical,
as they stood bareheaded, pale with fright,
eagerly searching the sky, the sun trembled,
made sudden incredible movements outside all
cosmic laws - the sun ‘danced’ according to the
typical expression of the people.”

Prior to the miracle, on 13 July, Our Lady said
the Second World War, worse than the one then
raging, would begin in the reign of Pius XI.
Pius XI did not become Pope until 1922, and
in 1917 it could not be known that there would
ever be a Pope called Pius XI. World War II
actually began with the invasion of Austria
while Pius XI still reigned, as did the Spanish
Civil War, being essentially a war against God
in which untold numbers of churches were
destroyed, 14 Bishops and 7,000 priests and
religious were martyred. The unknown light,
which was to be the “great sign” given by God
that the punishment of the world was at hand,
got extensive coverage in the national press in
every country; the New York Times accorded
it almost an entire page.  Following its
appearance, Lucia wrote to the Cardinal
Patriarch of Lisbon, to this effect: “War is
imminent. The sins of men will be washed in
their own blood.  Those nations will suffer most
in the war which tried to destroy the Kingdom
of God. Portugal will suffer some of the
consequences of the war, but because of our
country’s consecration to the Immaculate
Heart, she will not suffer them all. (See Fatima:
The Great Sign by Francis Johnson, p.39).

Our Lady said at Fatima that war was a
punishment for sin. Since 1917, many of the
worst sins have become legalised in nearly
every country in the world, principally that of
abortion which is mass murder. This is made
possible by the great apostasy which we see
before our eyes [Ed: published in  1990, we can
now add the legalisation of homosexual unions and
that attack on our very humanity, known as
transgenderism].

Plans are afoot to bring about total world
slavery from which the planners intend there
will be no escape. What is going on behind the
scenes to bring this about is far more amazing
than anything that could be imagined

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!
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Faith &
Morality
Matters

Your Problems Answered
Aunt Evangeline

Anthony from Alloa asks how we can have
free will if God knows everything.  If He
knows what we are going to do, how can we
be truly free to make our own decisions and
choices? In the Bible, Ephesians 1:4, it says
that God “chose us before the foundation of
the world…”  How can this be the case, if we
are genuinely free individuals?

Aunt Evangeline replies…

It is certainly true that God knows
everything; He is all-powerful
(omnipotent) and all-seeing
(omniscient) and He does
know, in advance, what we are
going to do.  This does not, however, in any
way, mean that we do not have free will.  A
simple analogy might help: think of a mother
who knows her child well; she will know in
advance what her child’s decision will be if
she makes it a choice between watching a
comedy film while enjoying a pleasurable
snack, or washing the dishes and tidying the
messy living room.  The child still has to make
the decision, though, and is free to choose as
she pleases.
In the Gospel, we find Our Lord lambasting
the Scribes and Pharisees for their bad
behaviour. He warns them: “Woe to you…”
saying  “…outwardly [you] appear to men just;
but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity.” (Matthew 23:28).

Then, unexpectedly, the tone changes: angry
at their wilfulness, Our Lord suddenly speaks
sorrowfully:  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kill the prophets and stone those sent to you,
how often I have longed to gather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, and you were not willing.”
(Matthew 23:37)

In those words, we learn both that God knew
in advance that the Chosen People would reject
the Saviour, but also that this need not have
been the case.  God’s grace was there for them
to make a different decision. He refuses,
however, to force them (or us) to accept Him.

To return to the simple analogy above, think
of the mother, seeing her child tempted to
make the wrong choice, prompting her child
towards the right decision. As a good mother
surely would do, she attempts, metaphorically
speaking, to edge her daughter towards the
kitchen sink. However, if the child stubbornly
sticks to her preferred choice, that is an end to
it. Similarly, God tries to help us, through His
grace, which may manifest itself in advice
from people acting as His agents who offer
exhortations to prayer, reading etc. but we are
not puppets controlled by God. He laments the
loss of souls, but He will never force us to
choose that narrow path to Heaven

The Old Certainty - Has It
Really Gone Forever?

Extracts from the writings of Robert McGlame RIP

Robert (Bobby) McGlame was a
Scotsman and Catholic Truth reader
who is counted among those who were
very quick to recognise the crisis in the
Church in the UK.  Knowing that he
had been diagnosed with Dementia
towards the end of his life, Bobby
passed an envelope to Catholic Truth
which contained various letters that he
had written to the clergy and to the
Catholic press, challenging false
teaching.
Over the next few editions, we intend to
publish extracts from Bobby’s letters.
We begin with his letter to The
Universe, dated 23 April, 1983 in which
he corrects the  priest - Fr Paul -  who
was  appointed by the newspaper to
answer readers’ questions.

An unnamed enquirer wrote: “Your letters
page makes me more and more annoyed when
I find such a wide diversity of opinions on
matters of Church doctrine, and even your
counselling column frequently refers to
people who are not only confused by the
changes since Vatican II, but really hurt by
having their traditional beliefs challenged.

Do you think there is any hope that we can
return to the simple, straightforward situation
we had in the thirties and forties when we all
had the same catechism and all priests had
the same theology and unanimously defended
the teaching of the Holy See?

Part of me longs for that simplicity, uniformity
and certainty, or indeed security, but another
part of me wonders if it is possible at all now,
or even desirable. (The Universe, 15/4/83)

“Fr Paul” Replies…

I suppose the simple answer to your question
is just No. It is most unlikely that Catholics
throughout the world will ever have that
uniformity of thought again. There will be
agreement on the basic truths of faith, our
fundamental beliefs, but there will be different
interpretations of them, just as there are at
present.

But it doesn’t follow that all interpretations
will be equally acceptable. Church authorities
(Pope, bishops, councils) have the ultimate
right and duty to reject a new interpretation
as unacceptable, as going beyond the limits
of Catholic belief.

I think that insight into the experience of Jesus
should make all of us a little more humble
with regard to truth, a little more open to learn
from each other, and a bit less hasty in judging
and condemning each other. Ends.

 Bobby Writes:

Dear Rev Father,

Your double-dealing answer to the question in
the enclosed newspaper cutting [The Universe,
Q & A, 15/4/83], gives the impression you want
to run with the hare as well as the hounds!

The uniformity of Faith in Catholic thought
and belief must be essential within the Catholic
Church.

It is precisely to make sure that the Church will
not be mistaken in the supremely important
matter of religion (God knew that so many
sincere men would make mistakes) that He
deliberately established an infallible Church
to preserve them from error, where it was most
important they they should not go wrong.

We must have Christian charity to others
outside the Church, and we are obliged by the
law of charity not to condemn anyone, but
charity does not forbid one to tell the truth. It
forbids blaming people who, through no fault
of their own, do not know the truth.

Nor would the Catholic Church wish
Protestants to admit that she is right if she were
not right. And since she can prove that they are
not right, she is not doing to them what she
would not have them do to her, in denying the
correctness of their religion.

But, your answer is to deviate from the truth,
and I am bound by the law of charity to
question your statements.

Yours sincerely in Jesus Christ,
Robert McGlame

Robert McGlame
7 July, 1921-15 June, 2015

Robert (Bobby) McGlame was an active
member of the Legion of Mary over a number
of years in two different parishes in Glasgow
- St Teresa’s, Possilpark (where he also
organised retreats for men)  and St Catherine
Laboure, Balornock.

Employed as a gas engineer, Bobby was
married to Esther for 57 years; they had five
children, three sons and two daughters.

A personal note from the Editor:

Bobby was the first person in my parish (St
Catherine Laboure) who could see the
implications of the changes, notably the new
Mass,  following Vatican II; he was the only
person in my parish, to my knowledge, who
returned to the Traditional Latin Mass very
early in the current crisis, if not at the very
outset.

Reading his correspondence has underlined
for me how little most of us (myself included)
understood the ramifications of what we were
witnessing in our parishes, although he did
try to tell us. He was a true Soldier of Christ.
May he rest in peace
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Pope Gregory the Great
On Negligent Leaders…
“Dumb Dogs - They Cannot Bark!”

When Irish
Eyes Are

NOT
Smiling

Leprechaun
A Letter From Irish Reader…

The newsletter from the parish church of
Listowel, St Mary’s, contains the following
statement: “There is ‘true religion’ and ‘false
religion’. False religion has been used to
promote war and violence over the centuries
and, in fact, still does so in many countries.
Religion and Christianity have been used to
violate the dignity and rights of many groups
of people like the single parent, LGBT men
and women and others over the years. True
religion is the religion of the heart, rooted in
compassion for all God’s creation. Any
religious practice like living by rules,
participating in worship and our relationship
with God is to come from the heart and from
the desire only to do what God wants and give
God first place in our lives…True religion is
humble and unlike the false religion which
puts traditionalism and its practices above
compassion.” (Focus on Sunday, 16/2/20).

The parishioner [friend] who showed me this
newsletter said she just couldn’t believe what
she’d read and was absolutely horrified that
a priest could write something so Satanic and
anti-Catholic under the guise of false
compassion.
The idea is, quite obviously, to brainwash the
congregation into acceptance of immorality
and also to put the seed of doubt into their
minds about the Church resulting, eventually,
in hatred of traditional Catholicism and a
complete loss of faith

Ed: The identity of the author of the above
letter is being withheld because dissenting
priests do not display any of their professed
“compassion” to those who defend Christ and
his true (to use the in-word) teaching. Their
pseudo-compassion is actually approval for
grave sin, nothing less. And  anyone who
challenges their Theology for Dummies, can
find his/her livelihood put at risk.

But note this:  there’s not a shred of evidence
in that daft newsletter for any of the shocking
claims therein. The Church has not promoted
wars and violence any more than the Church
has promoted sexual sin - individual priests
like the priest at St Mary’s, who poisons his
people with the “Focus” rubbish, does that.
But not the Spotless Bride of Christ. Pray for
the faithless, clueless clergy who promote
these ignorant newsletters in parishes. "Watch
out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”
(Matthew 7:15)

A religious leader should be careful in deciding
when to remain silent and be sure to say
something useful when deciding to speak. In
this way, he will avoid saying things that would
be better not said, or leaving unsaid things that
ought to be said. For, just as thoughtless
remarks can lead people into error, so also
ill-advised silence can leave people in their
error, when they could have been shown where
they were wrong. Negligent religious leaders
are often afraid to speak freely and say what
needs to be said for fear of losing favour with
people. As Truth Himself says: they are
certainly not guarding their flock with the care
expected of a shepherd but are acting like
hirelings, because hiding behind a wall of
silence is like taking flight at the approach of a
wolf.

These are the people whom the Lord is
reproaching through the prophet when he says:
“They are all dumb, dogs that cannot bark.”
And again He complains: “You have not gone
up into the breaches, or built up a wall for the
house of Israel that it may stand in battle in the
day of the Lord.”  To go up into the breaches
means to withstand the powers of this world
and defend the flock by speaking out freely.
And to stand in battle in the day of the Lord is
to resist the forces of evil out of a love of
justice.

If a religious leader is afraid to say what is right,
what else can his silence mean but that he has
taken flight? Whereas, if he stand firm in
defence of his flock, he is building up a wall
for the house of Israel against its enemies. And
so again the sinful people are told: “Your
prophets have seen false and foolish visions for
you; they have not exposed your iniquity in
order to provoke you to repentance.”
Sometimes Holy Scripture calls the prophets
teachers who reveal what is to come while they
point out the fleeting nature of the present. The
word of God accuses them of having false
visions because they flatter sinners with empty
promises of safety but are afraid to correct their
faults. They utterly fail to expose the
wickedness of the sinners because they are not
ready to take them to task.

Now, the way to expose this sinfulness is to
denounce it, because a word of reproof points
out the sin that even the guilty party himself
often fails to recognise. So, Paul says: “He must
be able to give instruction in sound doctrine
and to confute those who contradict it.”  And
Malachi too says: “The lips of a priest shall
guard knowledge, and men shall seek
instruction from his mouth” for he is the
messenger of the Lord of Hosts. And so the
Lord gives a warning in the words of Isaiah:
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voices like
a trumpet.”

For, it is a fact that anyone entering the
priesthood accepts the office of herald and

must, by his words prepare the way for the
terrible judgment of the one who follows. If,
then, the priest neglects his preaching, what sort
of a warning cry can he, a dumb herald, give?
That is why the Holy Spirit settled on the first
religious leaders in the form of tongues:
because those whom He fills, He fills with His
own eloquence.  (From ‘The Pastoral Rule of
Saint Gregory the Great, Book 2, 4)

Jeremiah, [O.T. Prophet], repeatedly conveyed
the anger and resentment of Yahweh to his
people, deploring their apostasy and the
immorality of their lives and the insincerity
and superficiality of their leaders…
“To believe,” wrote André Frossard1 “is to
learn to think like God.”
[And] as Dominic Barberi2 noted about the
distressing lack of zeal demonstrated by
recusant Catholics last century:“Everything is
calculated, but calculations serve to make good
mathematicians,but not good Catholics.”
Just so, thirty years3 into the most cataclysmic
epoch in Church history, with no end in sight,
a goodly number of today’s orthodox
“recusants” remain soaked in human respect,
blind to the ‘big picture’ and paralysed by false
charity towards the consecrated elite who have
over-sighted England’s demise4 whether
individually or as part of the collegial herd…
[They lack] Godliness and courage. Lethargy
and complacency are the nouns that spring to
mind. Barberi would have recognised it and
wept again for his beloved England.

Beneath this wearing pacifism and
lukewarmness lies the very natural desire to be
seen as reasonable men. St Peter was prone to
this tendency himself, until sharply rebuked by
the Lord and reminded that “these thoughts of
thine are man’s not God’s.” (Matt.16:23-24). Once
we forget that what seems reasonable to man is
often intolerable to God - when our belief stems
from something less than “thinking like God”;
seeing all from His perspective - we
immediately become ‘easy meat’ for slippery
tongued liberals, within and without the
Church, forever urging us on to endless, civil
“dialogue”

Footnotes:
1 1915-1995: French journalist,
2 Dominic Barberi was a 19th century priest, a member
of the Passionist Congregation prominent in spreading
Catholicism in England. He contributed to the
conversion of John Henry Newman. In 1963, he was
beatified by Pope Paul VI.
3 This was written in 1998 - we are now fifty five years
since the closing of the Second Vatican Council.
4 For which now read the rest of the UK, as well!

Reasonable Men
Editor, Christian Order…

Extracts below from the Editorial, January, 1998.
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From the Blog…
Josephine on
Coronavirus Lockdown: Is it
Sinister – are we losing our civil
liberties forever?

You’ll see me wearing a mask
if I decide to rob a bank.
There’s no way I’ll be wearing
a mask to conform to the
diktats of this authoritarian
elite. This is the beginning of

the one-world government in action. It’s
very frightening but we need to hold our
nerve – surely somebody in authority in the
UK will see what it going on and refuse to
go along with it?

April 2, 2020 (LifeSiteNews) – In a surprise
move, Pope Francis has dropped the historic
and essential title “Vicar of Christ” from the
2020 Pontifical Yearbook, the Holy See’s
annual directory, relegating the title to a
footnote, calling it an “historical title.”

While previous yearbooks listed the title “Vicar
of Christ” and the name of the reigning Pope
under that title, this year’s annual directory
simply lists the name “Jorge Mario Bergoglio,”
the name of the man who became Pope Francis
in 2013.

[German] Cardinal Gerhard Müller, former
prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, called the change “theological
barbarism.”

…this new entry has astonished well-informed
Vatican experts. [One] writes that this year’s
Annuario Pontificio has “banned” the Pope’s
title ‘Vicar of Christ,’ making it an “historical
title” that now belongs to a footnote.

The title “Vicar of Jesus Christ,”  “stems from
Holy Scripture, in which Jesus has granted St.
Peter the power of the keys in the Church…
such a change of the presentation of the Roman
Pontiff in the Annuario Pontificio “could only
have happened upon request by Francis
himself.”

The German cardinal goes on to speak about
the “embarrassment” that the Annuario
Pontificio has “demeaned essential elements of
the Catholic teaching on the primacy [of the
Pope] as mere historical appendix.” He insisted
that it is “a theological barbarism to demean as
historical burden the titles of the Pope
‘Successor of Peter, Representative of Christ,
and visible head of the entire Church.’” He
stated that the bishops, as successors of the
Apostles, “together with the ‘Successor of
Peter, Representative of Christ, and visible
head of the entire Church, rule the house of the
Living God.” (Lumen gentium 18)

“No Pope or Ecumenical Council,” the German
prelate continued, “could, with reference to
their highest authority over the Church, do
away with the primacy, the episcopacy, or the
Sacraments, or to re-interpret them in their
essence.”  A commentator noted that the change
in the yearbook denotes a “defective
understanding of the office,”
pointing out that important titles
such as “Successor of the Prince
of the Apostles” have also been
downgraded as mere historical
titles.

Pope Francis:
I’m Not

The Vicar of Christ
or Successor of the

Apostles!
Central papal titles now a mere historical

footnote…Shows “a defective understanding
of the office” - Commentator…

Laura on
Coronavirus: Archbishop Says
Church Measures Show Satan At
Work … [Interview, online]
What a blessing Archbishop Vigano is! He
has called for the consecration of Russia in
that interview! He said:

“Our Lady of Fatima asked the
Pope and all Bishops to
consecrate Russia to Her
Immaculate Heart, and
announced wars and disasters
until this came about. Her calls

have gone unheard. The Hierarchy must now
reform and obey the Mother of God!”

If that had been the only thing he’d said, it
would still be a fabulous interview!

Prognosticum on
Name Patron Saint of Snitching

The police have moved from
being a force primarily engaged
in the prevention of crime to
being an instrument of social
control…[Regarding]snitching,

there seems to be a need in people to feel
virtuous [whether] real, or  just what the herd
approves of at any given time. Real virtue is
always in relation to our conscience, the voice
of God within us, and is not afraid to
differentiate itself from the herd; false virtue is
a matter of social consensus and a function of
personal pride, whose essence is to go with the
flow, but seemingly just that bit faster than the
rest of the herd.

Lily on Vatican Protects Pope
Francis’ Image: Can’t Be Seen
Endorsing Whisky. [Pope’s quip  that
“whisky is the real holy water” was cut from
video chat with seminarians]

LOL! What a scream! I think what
the Vatican were really worried
about was him seeming to endorse
holy water !

What The Papers Say

Australia: Cardinal
Pell Acquitted

World News April 7, 2020…
Ex-Vatican treasurer Cardinal Pell acquitted
of sex offences, leaves jail

MELBOURNE (Reuters) - Australia’s highest
court acquitted former Vatican treasurer George
Pell on Tuesday of sexually assaulting two
teenaged choirboys in the 1990s, freeing the
78-year-old cardinal after 404 days in jail. The
Vatican welcomed the decision and praised Pell
for having “waited for the truth to be
ascertained”.

In a statement it said it always had confidence
in Australian justice, that Pell had always
maintained his innocence and that the Holy See
reaffirmed its “commitment to preventing and
pursuing all cases of abuse against minors”.

The High Court, ruling from Brisbane, ordered
Pell’s convictions be quashed and verdicts of
acquittal be entered in their place, ending the
most high profile case of alleged historical sex
abuse to rock the Catholic Church.

The seven judges of the High Court agreed
unanimously that the jury in the cardinal’s trial
“ought to have entertained a doubt” about his
guilt. Pell, who has maintained his innocence
throughout the lengthy court process, cannot be
retried on the charges

Coronavirus Coverage - Wall to Wall…

Amidst widespread media reporting of acts
of “Coronavirus kindness”, we read this…

I heard, only a few days ago, that an elderly
lady was refused a single packet of pasta from
a young shopper whose trolley was filled to the
brim with the remnant of a shop’s entire pasta
shelf.

This is surely a dangerous symptom of a serious
virus which we might call selfish individualism
where personal needs are unrestrained by
charity and kindness.

We live in strange times, marked by a
prevailing sense that life may indeed become
more difficult for us all. (Fr Michael Kane: A
time to look out for one another, Scottish Catholic
Observer, 20/3/20)
Ed: and if we add to that particular example of
“selfish individualism” the fact that there was
an unholy rush to close our churches before any
Government instruction - illegal or otherwise -
was handed down, and I think we have to agree
with Fr Kane that we do, indeed, live in strange
times and life may, indeed, become more
difficult for us all.  Let’s hope we don’t see a
re-run of the Reformation period when the
priests were put to death for offering Mass and
the Catholic religion outlawed. Where would
we look for help?

Do I look like I want
stupid answers to my
rhetorical question?
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Bishops of England & Wales
Supporting ‘The Work of Satan’

Blog Watcher

From the SPUC blog-spot,
John Smeaton writes…

The terrifying moral seriousness of what the
Catholic bishops’ Conference (CBCEW) of
England and Wales a[is] doing in supporting
the Government’s Relationships and Sex
Education legislation can be better understood
by reflecting on the unforgettable address given
by the late Carlo Cardinal Caffarra at the fourth
annual Rome Life Forum, organised by Voice
of the Family, on May 19, 2017. His Eminence
said:

“… In our Western culture, have there been
developments that evidence with particular
clarity the conflict between the attractive power
of the Crucified and Risen Lord and the culture
of the lie constructed by Satan? I answer in the
affirmative, and I wish to note two such
developments in particular … The first
development is the transformation of the crime
of abortion (nefandum crimen, “unspeakable
crime,” in the words of the Second Vatican
Council) into a right. Note well, here I am not
speaking of abortion the act. I am speaking of
the greatest legitimation the juridical order can
bestow on a behaviour – that of subsuming it
into the category of a personal right, which is
an ethical category. This means to call evil
good, to call darkness light. “When he lies, he
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a
liar and the father of lies.” This is an attempt
to produce an “anti-Revelation”. What is the
logic that ushers in this ennoblement of
abortion? It is first of all the uttermost negation
of the truth of man …

“… The second development is the ennoblement
of homosexuality. Here we find the complete
rejection of the truth of marriage, of the mind
of God the Creator with regard to marriage.
Divine Revelation has communicated to us
God’s design for marriage: the rightful union
of man and woman, font of new life. In the mind
of God, marriage has a permanent structure
rooted in the duality of the human mode of
being: feminine and masculine. Not two
opposite poles, these, but the one with and for
the other. Only in this way does man emerge
from his original solitude. One of God’s
fundamental laws in governing the universe is
that He does not act alone, but enlists our
cooperation. The union of man and woman who
become one flesh constitutes human
cooperation with the creative act of God …

“… Let us summarize, then. The pillars of
creation are two: the human person in his
irreducibility to the material universe, and the
conjugal union between man and woman, the

locus in which God creates new human
persons “in His image and likeness.” The
axiological elevation of abortion to the status
of a personal right is the demolition of the first
pillar. The ennoblement of homosexual
relationships as equivalent to marriage is the
destruction of the second pillar. At the root of
this is the work of Satan, who wants to
construct an actual anti-creation. He is
hurling at God a final, terrible challenge. “I
will show you that I can create an alternative
to your creation.  And man will say he is better
off in my alternative creation than he is in
yours.” Using a horrifying strategy of lies,
built upon a profound contempt for man, Satan
declares that the human person is incapable
of ascending to the splendour of Truth; that he
is incapable of enduring the paradox of an
infinite desire for happiness; that it is not
possible for him to find himself in the sincere
gift of himself.”

Reflecting on these words of Cardinal Caffara,
I would make the following observations
concerning the position of the CBCEW on
abortion and on the ennoblement of
homosexuality:

His Eminence Cardinal Caffara speaks, above,
of the transformation of the “crime of abortion
… into a right” as Satan’s demolition of the
first pillar of God’s creation.

The right of access to abortion, as I explained
in my last blogpost, is fundamental to the
Government’s statutory guidance which has
been approved by Parliament and supported
by the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales.
And His Eminence speaks of the “ennoblement
of homosexuality” as involving the destruction
of the second pillar of God’s creation.

The CBCEW, in an RSE guide for Catholic
educators Learning to Love published in 2017,
say:

“ … we would like to emphasise that an exalted
form of love exists just as powerfully in
relationships between people of the same sex
as it does in heterosexual relationships”.

His Eminence Cardinal Caffara concluded his
address to the Rome Life Forum by telling us
what must be done. He said: “ … In this battle
between creation and anti-creation, we are
called upon to bear witness. Testimony is our
mode of being in the world. The New
Testament provides extremely rich teaching on
this matter. I will limit myself to articulating
the three fundamental meanings of bearing
witness.

(i)  To bear witness means to proclaim, to
speak openly and publicly. He who does not
bear witness in this way is like a soldier who
flees from battle at the decisive moment. We
are no longer witnesses, but deserters, if we
do not speak openly and publicly.

(ii) To bear witness means to announce, to
proclaim openly and publicly, divine
Revelation, which implies also the primordial
evidence discoverable by right reason alone
[the natural law]. It is to proclaim in particular
the Gospel of Life and Marriage.

(iii) To bear witness means to announce, to
proclaim openly and publicly, the Gospel of
Life and Marriage as it is put on trial (cf., Jn
16:8-11). Let me explain. I have spoken several
times of a battle. This conflict more and more
resembles a trial, a legal proceeding, in which
the accused is Jesus and his Gospel. As in every
trial, there are also witnesses for the defence,
witnesses in favour of Jesus and his Gospel. In
today’s world, the proclamation of the Gospel
of Marriage and of Life takes place in a context
of hostility, of contestation, of unbelief. For it
to be otherwise, we would have to accept one
of two options: either to be silent about the
Gospel, or to proclaim something else entirely.
Of course, I do not mean to imply that
Christians must intentionally foster a spirit of
antagonism with others.

Once again, reflecting on Cardinal Caffara’s
words, Catholic parents in England and Wales
have a particular obligation to bear witness –
and in particular, perhaps, Catholics in SPUC
and in the pro-life movement generally have
such an obligation – to the terrifying moral
seriousness of what is being done in the name
of the CBCEW particularly in relation to
abortion and homosexuality, “at the root” of
which, for reasons explained by Cardinal
Caffara in a wider context, “is the work of
Satan”.

At the root of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales support for compulsory
Relationships and Sex Education is the work of
Satan

Parents are not to send
their children to any school
which sets itself against
their moral and religious
convictions.

Pope John Paul II
Charter of the Rights of the Family (1982)

(From the SPUC website
https://www.spuc.org.uk/)

https://www.spuc.org.uk/
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Catholics & Coronavirus Compliance
Denied Our Personal Protective Equipment  - The Sacraments…

Patricia McKeever - Editor, Catholic Truth

Any novice in the Religious Life will tell you
that one of the most common questions asked
by visitors, family and friends, is about the vow
of obedience: “Isn’t it difficult to be obedient
to a Superior, to another human being? Don’t
you find the Rule too restrictive?” And to the
novice who finds him/herself in an enclosed,
contemplative monastery: “How can you bear
not being free to go out whenever you want?”

Psychologists have written books on the subject
of religious obedience, fascinated because, as
one writer put it: “…obedience may be the most
personal and most painful sacrifice of one’s
ego…”1

Yet, at the time of publishing this edition,  and
for the apparent purpose of reducing the spread
of the Coronavirus, people around the world
are willingly sacrificing their personal freedom.

Almost overnight and without question, people
accepted the secular Government’s restrictions
on our freedom to leave our homes, unless for
“essential items” (if shopping) or for “essential
journeys”(although we are discouraged from
using public transport -  overturning, without a
blush, the hitherto infallible doctrine of the
Climate Change lobby. Now, it’s preferable to
use our cars, if we have to travel. Make it up,
you could not.)

That individuals were filmed being questioned
about what items they had in their shopping
bags (this by a TV reporter trying to ascertain
what we all think is “essential” to purchase)
without any sign of concern, let alone objection,
is chilling. That police were televised pulling
over compliant drivers to ask where they were
going, indicates just how seriously the
authorities are taking these new restrictions and
how obediently the public has accepted them.
If, as I did, anyone shows any sign of thinking
the whole thing is over the top, they meet with
disapproval and a parroted reminder that we are
all  “saving lives”.

Nobody blinked an eyelid when told that we
are permitted to go out for a walk only once a
day; quite the reverse - the police were
inundated with calls from people keen to report
neighbours who had the temerity to go out
twice in the same day, for a walk.2

Dissent from the “new normal” has been
actively discouraged.  The occasional journalist
who expresses concern risks a
grilling by the gurus in the
broadcast media.3

Certainly, any time I’ve shown my
exasperation, however slight, for
example when forced to take my
place at the end of a lengthy queue
in a supermarket, I’ve  received a
disdainful look of disapproval that
says, loud and clear: “Well, there’s always
one.”

I am constantly reminded of the fictional
prophecies in Aldous Huxley’s classic novel of
the future, Brave New World4 - specifically two
key observations in the Foreward where we
read: “A really efficient totalitarian state would
be one in which the all-powerful executive of
political bosses and their army of managers
control a population of slaves who do not have
to be coerced, because they love their
servitude.” And “...Brave New World is a book
about the future and…the future can interest us
only if its prophecies look as though they might
conceivably come true… This really
revolutionary revolution is to be achieved not
in the external world, but in the souls and flesh
of human beings.”

Debate raged on our blog about the
Government’s strict “stay-at-home” / social
distancing policy. I was happy enough just
washing my hands and singing Happy Birthday
but things were moving apace.  The news broke
that our churches would be closed and Masses
cancelled - but this news came from the bishops
and priests; not from the Government.

The  significance of this did not fully register
with some of us at the time, and so, initially,
the consensus was, broadly, that we ought to
accept this decision, calling on the Gospel spirit
of “giving unto Caesar, the things that are
Caesar’s…” without fully realising that by
doing so we were not “giving unto God, the
things that are God’s” - notably the public
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
Sadly, we saw Catholics - ordained and lay -
throughout the UK and beyond, accepting this
“new normal”  without a murmur.

Not so Archbishop Viganò, former Papal
Nuncio to the USA, who lambasted the

Hierarchy: This is a terrible suffering, perhaps
even the worst the faithful have ever seen. It is
unbelievable to think such a thing has been
denied to the dying.
At this juncture, it seems that most of the
Hierarchy, with very few exceptions, had no
scruple in closing the churches and in
preventing the participation of the faithful in
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. They have
behaved like cold bureaucrats, like executors
of the will of the Prince, and most of the faithful
have taken their actions as a sign of their lack
of Faith. Who can blame them?5

If any Government decides to place us under
virtual house arrest again in the future, we
really can’t complain.  Never before have we
been told what to do in the details of our life,
such as when and how often and for what
purpose we may leave our homes; to whom
[and in what numbers] we may speak; where,
when and how we may travel; what kind of
purchases we may make - food and medicine
only: clothes shops, restaurants and cafes being
closed.
And at the time of this writing, discussion is
focused on whether or not we are going to be
told what to wear, for despite the consistent
medical and scientific opinion  that face masks
can do more harm than good in the wider
population, still the useful idiots in the media
are pressing for the Government to mandate
them for everyone - the illusion of action being
more comforting to the brainless, than leaving
well alone. The reaction from the populace to
this intrusion into our personal lives has been
blind obedience to a degree never required in
any convent. It’s taken meekness to a whole
new level. “The Government is looking after
us.”… Yeah right. To  posit even a remote
possibility that something more sinister might
be at work here, brings howls of “conspiracy
theory”.  So, be prepared for this to happen
again, because we’ve proven to be so easily
manipulated, even brainwashed - “stay home,
protect the NHS, save lives” - and frightened:
think snitching neighbours, police, fines, jail
for breaking the rules.

Regarding the Faith at a time of national or
global “crisis”: we now know to rely on our
rosary, spiritual reading, spiritual Communions
and acts of perfect contrition. Stock up on holy
water and… pray for priests

Footnotes:
1 Babu Sebastian CMF,  Living the vow of religious
obedience seen through a psycho-spiritual lens Istituto
Claretianum
2 Residents asking Northants police to arrest neighbours
disobeying coronavirus lockdown: Northamptonshire
police chief constable Nick Adderley says his force has
received dozens of calls from people reporting their
neighbours for running outdoors twice a day rather than
once. Northampton Chronicle & Echo, 26/3/20
3 For example, Journalist Peter Hitchens was grilled by
Piers Morgan on Good Morning Britain, published on
YouTube 31/3/20 - you can view the clip at this link…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4xsk-SMA_8
4 Aldous Huxley: Brave New World, Foreword, 1932;
ISBN 0 586 04434 5
5 Church Measures Show Satan At Work -  See p.3

Continued top of column 3

Motherwell: Laity Rebuffed in
Efforts to have Priest-
Whistleblower Reinstated…
A simple, respectful email request to Bishop
Toal reads: “I think maybe now is the time to
let Fr Despard back to his Priestly duties as
all the Clergy are busy going live with the
Mass, bringing it into our homes; please
please think about it as we are soon heading
for Holy Week, when I watch Pope Francis
we are facing difficult times in our World.”

Like one of the “cold bureaucrats” described
by Archbishop Viganò (see p.3), the Bishop
replied: “Thank you [Name] for your emails.
I do not intend to do what you ask. With my
prayer at this difficult time.” +Joseph Toal

So, for publishing a book exposing something
of the extent of homosexuality within the
Church in Scotland, Fr Despard continues to
be ostracised, while the “gay” activist priest,
Fr Paul Morton, remains a Parish Priest in
Cambuslang. Words fail. Again

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4xsk-SMA_8
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Imprisoned seventeen times (twelve times in
HMP Norwich, four in HMP Pentonville and
once in HMP Brixton), issued with curfew
restrictions under an Anti Social Behaviour
Order (ASBO), and refused a hip operation by
his local hospital because of pro-life work,
Ted’s life and combat for the Moral Order puts
the rest of us to shame. (From The Saint George
Educational Trust - SGET).

Ted was a true Soldier of Christ, and he put the
rest of  us well and truly to shame.  He has been
on our mailing list for years, always a generous
supporter of our newsletter. Some years ago,
he booked to attend one of our Conferences.
Not having met him, only knowing of him
through his pro-life work, I couldn’t believe it
when he appeared in the hall on the day of our
Conference, barely able to walk, even with the
use of two sticks.  He had travelled up from his
home in England despite his serious mobility
and health problems while, as I drily pointed
out at the time, the majority of our local readers
hadn’t bothered to cross the city of Glasgow
(where the Conference was held) to attend.

He really was a first-class example of what it

Yet again, we marvel at the sheer blindness of
those charged with caring for souls.  We see the
Bishops of England and Wales willingly co-
operating in the corruption of children [p.14],
as we have reported the same scandal involving
the Scottish Bishops more than once [e.g. Issue
# 113, September, 2019.]

From the beginning of our publication, we have
pointed out the various  signs revealing the lack
of divine and Catholic Faith in the episcopate
of the UK, if not the entire world. The anxiety
to poison the minds and hearts of very young
children with sexual talk, images and “values”,
speaks for itself - it is a major warning sign.

As we quote elsewhere in this edition, in order
to please God we need to learn to think like
God, and I’d like to meet the Bishop who can
tell me, with a straight face, that God thinks
children and young people ought to be told that
promiscuity is a good thing; that same sex
couples can live happily ever after (and I do
mean “ever after”) if they “marry”. Who
believes that?
This episcopal determination to corrupt
children through explicit and pornographic sex
education points to the likelihood of disorder
(to put it mildly) in their own personal lives.
We were shot down in flames for saying the
same thing about the now deceased Cardinal
O’Brien’s persistent defence of two major
dissenting priests - until the flames were doused
by the very public exposé of his own immoral
sexual behaviour. I mean, who needs Sherlock

on the case?  If we hear someone defending
theft, we don’t leave him in the room with our
purses, do we? Thus, the ongoing episcopal
support for what is self-evidently child abuse,
at least to anyone who “thinks like God” is
staggering.

That the Bishops are co-operating in the moral
corruption of children means that their
consciences are so dead that it should have
come as no surprise, really, that they
anticipated  the Government’s lockdown, beat
them to it, so to speak,  by announcing the
closure of churches and the withdrawal  of all
religious and spiritual provision for the
foreseeable future. “Thinking like God”? Not
a chance.  Archbishop Vigano put it succinctly
when he said: I understand and share the basic
worries about safety and protection which the
authorities require for public health. However,
just as they have the right to pass measures for
things affecting our bodies, so the Church
authorities have the right and the duty to worry
about the health of our souls...  (see. P.3)

The Fatima prophecies are unfolding now, at
a very speedy pace. Our Lady warned us that
Communism would spread unless Russia - the
first ever nation to publicly deny God - was
consecrated to her Immaculate Heart, in the
manner decided by God and revealed at
Fatima. Communism has spread - notably to
China; it is undeniable that  the reason for the
current meltdown in civic life, with the
removal of our basic liberties, emanates from
Communist China. This is not about a virus.
This is about the aim of Communism - global
domination. Things will never be the same
again, the politicians admit. That’s for sure.

So, we need to pray the Rosary, daily; urgently.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

Are you ready to take notes,
Eileen?  Let’s go.  Fr Dan Druff
sent me a Whats-Up message, He
said we need to get it across to
parishioners that things will not
return to normal.  We’ve a “new
normal”now, Father wants to bring
back some of the old customs in
modern form. For example, we’ve
all become used to queuing up at
the shops, so we’re going to
continue that at church,  kind of a
revival of the old processions,
except that everyone should
practice meditation by standing
two metres apart while chanting
in reparation for the injustice to
Mother Earth.  It’ll be Gregorian
chant, of course.

Face masks, too.  That will put an
end to Communion on the tongue.
Our people must become liberal.
There’s no choice now.  We’re all in
this together.

And about testing, Fr Druff wants
us to devise a simple test to root
out anyone who still thinks the Ten
Commandments apply to modern
people.  Also, there has to be a
section on the pope’s infallibility
to make sure everyone knows this
is a lie, fabricated by St Peter to
secure his place in the patriarchy
which has held power over women
for far too long.  Father wants our
opinion, what do you think?

Paige Turner & Eileen Dover
Pastoral Assistants

Eileen: how do you spell
‘procession’?

Coronavirus content & news…

In Memory of Edward (Ted) Atkinson
11 July, 1931 - 22 February, 2020

On the Catholic Truth blog, we paid tribute to the heroic pro-lifer Ted Atkinson, RIP,
under the heading: Jailed In Defence of the Unborn & Purity – And Proud Of It! (27/2/20)

means to be a fighter for the Faith and Morals,
notably for the unborn child.

Ted’s zeal for purity saw him rendering
pornographic literature un-saleable in shops,
for which he was arrested and fined. He was
also put on trial for damaging a cinema
projector during the screening of ‘Last Tango’.
The Judge asked him if he had anything to say
before sentencing, to which Ted replied:
“Yes. I should have used a bigger hammer!”

In court, Ted would disrupt the proceedings
by pointing to the clock and saying it was time
to pray the Angelus, which would take just a
few minutes - at which the Judge would
adjourn the court.  AND he always insisted on
the Douay Rheims Catholic Bible to swear the
oath - this sometimes took time, while the
court officers sought to locate a copy. Ted was
a combination of zealous, mischievous and
incorrigible!

Already sorely missed, we know that we enjoy
unity with Ted in the Communion of Saints.
Please, therefore, pray for the repose of his
soul. May he rest in peace…


