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Catholic Truth… a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 

Editor writes… 
 

The very best gift for our loved ones, possibly suffering in Purgatory, is the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass.  

 

In addition, you may wish to pray the following devotion, taught to me by my  beloved 

eight year old  Great-Niece recently.  Taking some holy water, bless yourself and pray:   

By this holy water and Thy precious blood, please wash away my sins O Lord, and release 

a soul from Purgatory.  

To read Why Protestants Don’t Believe in Purgatory, visit p.10. 

Are the Bishops of Scotland  
Labelling Catholic Parents “Bigots”? 

Staff Reporter 

In a letter published in The Times (3/9/21), 
Peter Kearney, spokesman for the Bishops 
of Scotland, challenged the claim that 
Catholic schools “somehow contribute to 
sectarianism.”   

 

However, his defence of the Catholic edu-
cation system is based on very shaky 
grounds - “human rights” (which means 
Humanists and Satanists could argue for 
separate schools—they already want their 
beliefs taught in schools), and the claim 
that bigotry is learned in the home, not 
school.   

Kearney describes Catholic schools as “one 
of Scotland’s successes” which implies that 
the aim of Catholic education is to contrib-
ute to the creation of a “better” society.  
While a likely and pleasing side effect, this 
is not the purpose of Catholic schools. The 
separate Catholic education system exists 
for the sole purpose of passing on the Faith 
to the next generation.  That’s it. Zippo else.  

For more on this subject, see p.2—If Only 

the Separate Catholic Schools in Scotland 

Bred Bigotry!  
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If Only the Separate  

Catholic Schools in Scotland Bred Bigotry!  
 

         Patricia McKeever 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The briefest overview of the history of 
Catholic education in Scotland reveals that 
the purpose of the separate school system 
had nothing to do with making society bet-
ter, and everything to do with preserving 
the integrity of Catholic beliefs as they are 
handed on from generation to generation.   

 

Prior to the Reformation, and despite the 
decadence which sadly marked the life of 
too many clergymen, not dissimilar to what 
we are witnessing today1, Catholic educa-
tion was an important feature of life in 
Scotland: “Before the Reformation it was 
the monk not the parish priest who held the 
ecclesiastic power and played the chief part 
in the history of education.”  2   

 

The first universities were founded, thanks 
to the Church:  the University of St An-
drew’s, founded in 1411, (Bishop Henry 
Wardlaw); the University of Glasgow, 
founded in 1451 (Bishop Turnbull); the 
University of Aberdeen in 1495 (Bishop 
Elphinstone).  
 

As an interesting aside… 
 

“The catechisme, 1552—the first book 
printed at St Andrews, and a key work in 
Scottish religious and publishing history. 
The Reformation was closely bound up 
with both the spread of regional printing 
and the use of the language of the people, 
rather than Latin. This book shows both of 
these factors in action in Scotland — but on 
the side of the Catholic party, not the Re-
formers.”3   The National Library of Scot-
land notes that “... institutions owned cop-
ies. Most were Scots Colleges, often based 
in Continental Europe, where for many 
years Scottish Catholics would send their 
children to be educated.” 4  

 

 

Throughout the turmoil of the post-
reformation era, Catholic education re-
mained a priority in the lowlands of Scot-
land, where incoming Irish Catholics 
swelled the numbers. This contrasts with 
the minority Catholic community in the 
Highlands, not least because—historians 
agree—some were later driven out due to 
the anti-Catholicism of some individuals at 
the time of the Highland Clearances in the 
late 18th/19th centuries; it is important to 
note that the Clearances were for economic 
reasons, not, per se, targeting any religious 
group.   

 

In the immediate post-reformation period, 
lowland Catholics were expected to attend 
the Kirk, participate in a Protestant rite and 
subscribe to the Confession of Faith (1581) 
on pain of the loss of offices and confisca-
tion of goods.   

Footnotes: 

1 
“Priests came to the Holy Table who had not slept 

off the night’s debauch.” Gordon Donaldson:  The 

Scottish Reformation, Cambridge University Press, 

1960, p.16  
 

2 Andrew M. Douglas: Church and School in Scot-

land, St Andrew’s Press, 21 George Street, Edin-

burgh, 1985. 
3 

National Library of Scotland 
 

Catechisme 1552 | National Library of Scotland (nls.uk)  
4 

 ibid.     
5 

Peter F. Anson: Underground Catholics in Scotland,     

Montrose Standard Press, 1970, p.17. 

There’s a lot of talk about the wonderful contribution made to society by Scottish Catholic 

schools. Politicians whose beliefs range from atheistic (Nicola Sturgeon) to “Green” ideology 

(everyone else!) with various “belief systems” in between, praise them for their “contribution 

to society”.  But what does that mean?  And why would anyone think that Catholic schools (or 

homes) breed bigotry - the most common criticism against them. What does that mean?   

Jesuit priest, Fr William Christie writes as 
follows to his Superior General: “The evil 
increases daily and in human judgment 
the game is well nigh played out. New 
laws are made every day against Catho-
lics and old edicts revived, judgment of 
unheard of cruelty pronounced. Truth and 
justice are thrown to the winds… We have 
nowhere to go, nowhere to hide.” 5  

 

 

Lowland Catholics were now faced with 
the dilemma of trying to raise their chil-
dren in the Faith while avoiding the Cal-
vinistic influences in the new Protestant 
schools. Those who could afford to do so, 
sent their children to continental Europe to 
be educated; the rest had to settle for the 
lessons taught by parish teachers paid out 
of parish collections, which, unsurprising-
ly, amounted to less than the salaries 
earned by teachers in the state-funded 
schools.  

 

Eventually, dissatisfaction grew with a 
national education system where some 
private schools were given financial sup-
port from the Government while Catholics 
had to resort to fund-raising. As Catholics 
sought more financial support, ultimately 
the Government— recognising the Presby-
terian character of Scottish schools—
agreed to specific safeguards about the 
belief and character of teachers to be ap-
pointed to Catholic schools and about the 
control of religious instruction:  in return, 
the Church surrendered administrative and 
financial control. Say  a warm “Hi!” to 
The Education (Scotland) Act, 1918.  

 

That, you might think, kick-started the era 
of equality and diversity in Scotland. 
Think again. In an anonymous, undated, 
article which I received some years ago 
from the Catholic Education Commission, 
we read: “Since 1918, they [the Catholic 
community] have lived in a state of perma-
nent emergency and the armed siege they 
have had to endure has naturally bred a 
garrison mentality. People who fear being 
mugged contract a habit of looking behind 
and the wonder would be if the Catholics 
of Scotland were not continually appre-
hensive.”  

 

Certainly, even today, the spokesman for 
the Bishops of Scotland is not infrequently 
published in the pages of various newspa-
pers, ineffectually defending the existence 
of separate Catholic schools against critics 
who allege that they are divisive and breed 
bigotry. A straw man argument to which I 
reply:  If only!   

The Oxford Dictionary definition of bigot-
ry: Obstinate or unreasonable attachment 

to a belief, opinion, or faction, in particular 
prejudice against a person or people on the 
basis of their membership of a particular 
group.   

 

Now, for Catholic schools to be reasonably 
accused of causing  “bigotry”, the evidence 
would have to show that they are encourag-
ing in pupils a strong attachment to Catholic 
beliefs which leads to them being preju-
diced against all who are not Catholics.  
Yet, far from being attached to their beliefs, 
most pupils are lapsed from the Faith before 
they even leave their Catholic schools. Case 
dismissed.  

 

Indeed, any bigotry imbibed in Catholic 
schools is that directed at the teaching 
Church. Fully believing Catholic parents are 
today faced with the dilemma of avoiding, 
not Calvinistic influences, but atheistic and 
anti-Catholic propaganda in their local 
Catholic school. Far from being indoctrinat-
ed into bigotry, by the time they leave their 
Catholic schools most students are indiffer-
ent to the Faith, lapsed from the practice of 
it, and/or hostile to the Church itself.  And 
this goes back generations now, since par-
ents and grandparents have not been taught 
the Faith either, thanks to the “new cate-
chetics” brought in by the “experts” in the 
1960’s. However, the good news is that, 
increasingly, young parents choose to home
-school their own children, in order to break 
the cycle of ignorance and apathy.  

 

Bigotry cannot, by definition, exist where 
the Faith is properly taught. Catholic 
schools are failing to do this.  If, then,  the 
Bishops want to credibly claim that the 
Church’s schools benefit society they must 
make them return to producing fully believ-
ing Catholics who live the Faith.  Christ the 
King must reign again. The schools must 
stop peddling secularism and wokeism with 
some “Catholic humanism” added to the 
mix.  This is what the Bishops need to pro-
claim. urgently.  

 

If only!   

https://www.nls.uk/collections/rare-books/collections/catechisme-1552/
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Immaculate Heart of  Mary,  
pray for priests! 

The Priesthood 

 
 

St John Eudes 

In his book ‘The Priest: His Dignity and 
Obligations’ St John Eudes wrote that God 
permits bad priests as a sign that He is  
thoroughly angry with His people. In  
Chapter 11, Qualities of a Priest St John 
Eudes writes:  
 
Bad priests are a sign of God’s anger  

 

‘The  most evident mark of God’s anger and 
the most terrible castigation He can inflict 
upon the world are manifested when He 
permits His people to fall into the hands of 
clerics’ who are priests more in name than 
in deed, priests who practice the cruelty of 
ravening wolves rather than the charity and 
affection of devoted shepherds.  

 

Instead of nourishing those committed to 
their care, they rend and devour them bru-
tally. Instead of leading their people to God, 
they drag Christian souls into hell in their 
train. Instead of being the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, they are its innoc-
uous poison and its murky darkness.  

 

St. Gregory the Great says that priests and 
pastors will stand condemned before God as 
the murderers of any souls lost through 
neglect or silence. Tot occidimus, quot ad 
mortem ire tepidi et tacentes videmus. Else-
where St. Gregory asserts that nothing more 
angers God than to see those whom He 
set aside for the correction of others, give 
bad example by a wicked and depraved 
life.’  

 

Instead of preventing offenses against His 
Majesty, such priests become themselves 
the first to persecute Him, they lose 
their zeal for the salvation of souls and think 
only of following their own inclina-
tions. Their affections go no farther than 
earthly things, they eagerly bask in the emp-
ty praises of men, using their sacred minis-
try to serve their ambitions, they abandon 
the things of God to devote themselves to 
the things of the world, and in their saintly 
calling of holiness, they spend their time in 
profane and worldly pursuits.  

 

When God permits such things, it is a very 
positive proof that He is thoroughly angry 
with His people, and is visiting His most 
dreadful anger upon them. That is why He 
cries unceasingly to Christians, “Return, 0 
ye revolting children . . . and I will give you 
pastors according to my own heart” (Jer. 3, 
14-15). Thus, irregularities in the lives 
of priests constitute a scourge visited upon 
the people in consequence of sin.’  
 
Good priests are a sign of God’s mercy  

 

St John Eudes then goes on to examine the 
signs of good priests, and their value in 
God’s sight. Here is a selection of some of 
the qualities of God priests that are particu-
larly needed in these times, which are a sign 
of divine grace:  

 

On the other hand, the greatest effect of 
God’s mercy, the most precious grace He 
bestows upon mankind, is to send worthy 
priests, men after His own heart, seeking 

only His glory and the salvation of souls. 
The greatest blessing that God bestows 
upon a church, the most signal manifesta-
tion of divine grace, is to have a saintly 
shepherd, be he bishop or priest. This is 
indeed the grace of graces and the 
most priceless of all gifts for it includes 
within itself every other blessing and grace. 
What is a priest after God’s heart? He is an 
inestimable treasure containing an immen-
sity of good things.  

 

‘He is an ever burning and shining light set 
in the candelabra of Mother Church, burn-
ing before God and shining before men: 
burning in his own love for God, shining 
by his charity for his fellow man; burning 
with the perfection of his inner life, shining 
by the perfection of his exterior deport-
ment; burning in fervent prayer for his 
people, shining by his preaching of the 
word of God.  

 

The priest is a sun cheering the world by 
his presence and bearing. He brings heav-
enly blessings into every heart. He dispels 
the ignorance and darkness of error and 
radiates on every side bright beams 
of celestial light. He extinguishes sin and 
gives life and grace to the multitudes. He 
imparts new life to the weak, inflames the 
lukewarm, fires more ardently those who 
are aglow with the sacred flame of divine 
love.  

 

He is an angel purifying, illuminating and 
perfecting the souls that God has entrusted 
to him. He is a seraph sent by God to teach 
men the science of salvation which is con-
cerned only with knowing and lov-
ing Almighty God and His Divine Son, 
Jesus Christ. The priest is an archangel and 
a prince of the heavenly militia, waging 
constant war against the devil who strives 
to drag countless souls into the depths of 
hell.  

 

He is a captain in the mighty army of God, 
always ready to battle for the glory of God 
and the defence of Holy Mother Church. 
He is ever prepared to lay siege to the 
world, the flesh and the devil. For him 
the conquest of kingdoms means only the 
salvation of souls for each soul is a king-
dom more precious than all the empires of 
the world. 

The above photograph was emailed to us by a reader 
following our report (Issue # 125, September 2021) 
about the wedding of the former Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese of Glasgow, Monsignor Paul Conroy, and 
his housekeeper, Irene McIntosh, on 9 August, 2021 
in County Wexford, Republic of Ireland.  

 

In Issue # 98, January 2017, we reported on the 
scandal of the then Vicar General’s domestic   
situation, where the evidence pointed to a relationship 
that was more typical of a cohabiting couple than a 
priest and housekeeper. At that time we were written 
off as troublemakers who were little better than gossip
-mongers, but we have no interest in gossip; our 
concern is to “Keep the Faith (and) Tell the Truth”  - 
that’s all. Double-living priests do immense damage to  
souls, and it is a false charity—and gravely sinful—to 
assist in any cover-up. We don’t do cover-up.  

 

In any event, pray for the happy [for now] couple,  but 
do not dwell on such scandals. St Francis de Sales 
warned: “Those who commit these types of scandals 
are guilty of the spiritual equivalent of murder.” But… 
“While those who give scandal are guilty of the  
spiritual equivalent of murder, those who take  
scandal, who allow scandals to destroy their faith are 
guilty of spiritual suicide.”      

                           

                   (St Francis de Sales – The Catholic Controversy) 

  

Perhaps the sole ends of the priesthood are 

to say Mass, and to recite the Office, and 

then to live like seculars?  

No, the end for which God has instituted 

the priesthood has been to appoint on earth 

public persons to watch over the honour of 

his divine majesty, and to procure the  

salvation of souls.  

 

For every high priest,” says St. Paul, taken 

from among men, “is ordained for men in 

the things that appertain to God, that he 

may offer up gifts and sacrifices for sins: 

who can have compassion on them that are 

ignorant and that err.” 

 
(St Alphonsus Maria de Liguori) 
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In my editorial, September, 2021, I reported 
that [yet more] scandals involving clergy 
double-living were being uncovered as we 
went to press.  Shockingly, at least three 
bishops are implicated. We can now make 
some sense of the revelation published in 
the [Scottish] Sunday Mail, 23 January, 
2000, where Father Gordon Brown 
(Edinburgh) claims that "There is a whole 
network of gay priests operating under the 
noses of the Scottish Bishops”.  What I 
didn’t know when quoting that Sunday Mail 
report, as I’ve often done in our newsletter 
and on our blog, is that said network has a 
name – “The Daisy Chain”, that the 
“members” meet regularly, every week and 
that the reason they can operate under the 
noses of the bishops is the same reason why 
any armed robber can trust his best friend 
with his secret—they’re in it together.1  

 

A senior priest in Glasgow, identity un-
known—certainly to me—contacted the  
administrator of the Buckley Blog in Ireland 
and passed on the scandalous details of “the 
Daisy Chain.” Don’t get me wrong, I’m no 
green-eyed monster, but not having a first-
hand source is a major constraint on what I 
can report.  

 

This same senior priest-source (unknown to 
me, not that I’m making a big deal out of it 
or anything) confirms, too, a rumour which 
has been circulating for quite some time, 
that Bishop John Keenan, Diocese of Pais-
ley, has paid off rent boys who were being 
used by priests in his diocese, and is shield-
ing those priests. Since we don’t deal in 
rumours, it’s not been reported here, but 
now that there is correspondence between 
the Bishop and the administrator of the 
Buckley Blog, it merits a mention. Note, 
though, that there is no allegation that the 
Bishop himself used rent boys; the claim is 
that he has effectively aided and abetted 
priests under his charge in doing so—
shocking enough.   

 

Bishop Keenan has, in any event, denied the 
allegations but not without first threatening 
legal action and, when that failed, switching 
volume from the roar of “see you in court” 
to a whispered promise of an investigation 
into the priests alleged to have used rent 
boys.  The correspondence is available to 
read online.2 

Bishop John Keenan, Paisley 

Catholic Church in Scotland  

Mired in… Daisies And Daffodils  
Patricia McKeever 

Editor, Catholic Truth 

The Daisy Chain—

Members 

As I read the list, I have to say that —and 
it is an indication of how bad things are—
the majority of the names of the Daisy 
Chain members did not come as any great 
surprise.  The Scottish Bishops were sent 
the list and a message from Pat Buckley as 
follows, dated 17 August, 2021:  

 

I have a detailed report into “The Daisy 
Chain” - the name for the large group of 
gay sexually active bishops and priests in 
Scotland.  My report contains all the 
names of these people, their sexual part-
ners and their whereabouts and activities. 
I intend to write a blog about this tomor-
row, Wednesday, August 18th, 2021.   
I am open to be approached about these 
matters today. +Pat Buckley, 07488 
374364 (published with permission].  

 

The name of one of the bishops did come 
as a surprise, not because I’d not heard the 
rumours but because I’d hoped for better 
from him, based on some limited previous 
email correspondence. “Put not your trust 
in princes” - Psalm 145:3 - springs to 
mind.  

 

As I indicated in the September editorial, 
I’m in two minds about publishing the 
names of double-living clergy these days, 
chiefly because of the apathy of the  
alleged faithful. I’ve asked around in the 
spirit of any market researcher worthy of 
the name, and found that in conversation, 
Catholics will say “yes” they want to 
know if their bishop or priest is engaged in 
sexual affairs with men or women. That’s 
what they say until they (stupidly) check 
with their priest. Gimme a break!   Incred-
ibly, some years ago now, a priest source 
contacted me to break off all contact, be-
cause his spiritual director advised him 
against giving information to Catholic 
Truth. Better, he said, to go directly to the 
priest or bishop causing concern.  Honest-
ly, you could not make this stuff up. I 
never thought to ask the name of his spir-
itual director but I’d bet a bunch of daffo-
dils that he’s a Daisy Chain enthusiast.  

 

Thing is, the source for these revelations 
did not come to my unworthy self, admin-
istrator of the one and only Catholic blog 
in Scotland but to the administrator of an 
Irish blog, and I say this, not meaning any 
criticism.  I mean, honestly, who am I to 
judge?  You may think by now, that I am 
in possession of a pair of very green eyes. 
Not true. However, it means that I am 
constrained.  Full disclosure: one time 
only, I published information from an 
alleged priest source, keeping my fingers 
crossed and my eyes raised heavenwards 

that I wasn’t being duped. I took the chance 
partly because almost every name he put to 
me had already crossed my desk by others 
giving the same details. I decided, however, 
that I would never take such a “chance” 
again: unless I know the identity of the 
source, I’m not publishing even the weather 
forecast.  So—would-be sources—be pre-
pared to meet with me, albeit wearing dark 
glasses and carrying a copy of The Tablet.  
I can live with that.  

Hence, while I’m strongly of the opinion 
that faithful (both lay and ordained) have a 
right to know the identities of priests and 
bishops who are making their living out of 
the Church while living sexually duplic-
itous lives, I can’t publish—in writing—the 
names in my possession without having 
received it first- hand from the original 
source.  Since I have already been ap-
proached by concerned laity about priests I 
now know to be members of the Daisy 
Chain, I intend to pass on that information 
to those parishioners. Catholics do have a 
right to know if their hard-earned collection 
money is being used to fund a lifestyle 
which is entirely counter-cultural to Catho-
lic religious belief and morality.   
In any event, I believe the names are to be 
published  on the Buckley Blog in due 
course, so hang on in there; patience is a 
virtue.    

 

Finally, a report was sent to Archbishop 
Claudio Gugerotti, the papal nuncio, along 
with a copy of the Daisy Chain list, so we 
hope and pray, that he will act speedily to 
deal with these many scandals, and will do 
so before the appointment of the new Arch-
bishop of Glasgow. Grapevine reports re-
veal that Bishop Keenan was the favourite 
for appointment to that ecclesiastical 
hotspot, but if his devotion to the false ap-
parition site of Medjugorje wasn’t enough 
to kill that promotion dead, it’s very likely 
that his alleged cover-up of clergy homo-
sexual activity/payments to rent boys will 
see him languish in Paisley, where it rains a 
lot. For now.  Long-term, without repent-
ance, he may languish in much hotter 
climes—with no flowers in sight.  

Archbishop  
Claudio Gugerotti,   
Apostolic Nuncio in 

Great Britain.  

Footnotes: 

1  The Daisy Chain—Scottish Gay Priests and Bishops 
Network, bishoppatbuckleyblog (Ireland). 

2 (i) 
Solicitor’s Letter From John Keenan—Aka Betty 

Turpin; (ii) A Reading From the Second Letter to  

Glaswegians; (iii) John Keenan Calls Recent Allegations 
False And Signals We Will Not, After All, Be Seeing 
Each Other in Court, bishoppatbuckleyblog (Ireland). 
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Is Akita A Church-Approved Apparition? 

 

 

May Devotions  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Editor writes…  

 

At one time, I was convinced of the truth of 
the Akita apparitions, having enquired and 
accepted them as Church-approved.   The 
alleged statements that "Cardinals [would 
turn] against Cardinals, Bishops against 
Bishops" did it for me.  I didn't join up the 
dots at all.  It didn't occur to me that Cardi-
nals and Bishops had been opposing one 
another since before the Second Vatican 
Council and even publicly during the Coun-
cil; search online for accounts of the micro-
phone being switched off during Cardinal 
Ottaviani's challenge to the liberals on the 
floor, on the third day of the Council - and 
how those Enemies of the Church openly 
laughed at him.   

 

Then there was the public dissent through-
out the Church which followed  the publica-
tion of Humanae vitae,  encyclical of Pope 
Paul VI affirming the Church's teaching on 
Birth Control, dated 25 July 1968 and re-
leased at a Vatican press conference on 29 
July, 1968.  So, well before the alleged 
Akita apparitions, we had cardinals and 
bishops openly opposing one another.  To be 
"prophesied" in 1973, doesn't make 
sense.  As I say, I was an "Akita believer" 
because I failed to join up the dots. Indeed, I 
once posted a discussion on the topic on our 
blog, under the title "Akita Confirms Fatima 
Message".  I was so convinced of the truth 
of Akita that I posted a video without prior 
scrutiny, to launch the discussion. Hence my 
surprise when I read the following comment 
from blogger, Athanasius:  

 

I watched the introductory video for this 
thread and I have to say that a few things 
left me a little concerned about Akita.  The 
first of these was Sister Agnes’ twin refer-
ence to an accompanying angel in prayer as 
“she”. I have never heard of an angel being 
referred to as “she”. The other thing that 
struck me was how modernist the chapel 
and nuns look, and how unbecoming the 
image of Our Lady is. There was no hint of 
a restoration of Tradition there, as I would 
have expected given the warnings of Our 
Lady about the apostasy taking place in the 
Church. It’s almost as if the post-conciliar 
reform is not seen as the principal cause of 
this apostasy.  

 

Fatima indicates the truth of things in the 
opening line of the text of the Third Secret: 
“In Portugal the dogmas of the Faith will be 
preserved…etc.”, indicating that the  

chastisement is primarily spiritual in  
nature. Akita mentions apostasy but seems 
to focus more on a terrible material chas-
tisement of the world by God, to the extent 
that few will be left and the living will envy 
the dead. This seems at odds with Our 
Lady’s Fatima promise that in the end her 
Immaculate Heart will triumph and a time 
of peace will be granted to the world. I’m 
not saying that a Third World War will not 
happen when there is every likelihood at 
this time that such a catastrophe may well 
happen soon. But even if that comes about, 
the punishment of wars and other natural 
disasters belongs properly to the Second 
part of the Fatima Secret, not the Third 
part. The Third Secret of Fatima is exclu-
sively a supernatural chastisement afflict-
ing the Church and the world, there is no 
WWIII in there.  

 

The fall of many consecrated Catholic 
souls and billions of other souls world-
wide, the result of the present universal 
apostasy from God, is by far a greater 
chastisement than any mere material anni-
hilation. So why is emphasis placed more 
on material rather than spiritual loss at 
Akita?  

 

Other things that made me a little uncom-
fortable were 1. The local Ordinary’s 
apparent belief in the apparitions before 
his investigation even began. Bishops 
normally start out with the opposite view. 
2. The three different blood groups identi-
fied by scientists from three separate ex-
aminations of the tears. 3. The mark of the 
Cross appearing on only one hand of Sis-
ter Agnes, the left hand. This is not the 
usual manifestation of the stigmata. 4. 
Sister Agnes said at one point that people 
should pay less attention to the “form” of 
prayers and concentrate more on content. 
Content is of course very important, but 
the form of our Catholic prayers is also 
essential. We all see the bitter fruits of 
changes to the form of the sacred liturgy, 
the Church’s highest and most perfect 
prayer, the Sacrifice of Our Lord. There 
were one or two other anomalies that I’ll 
pass on right now.  

 

Suffice it to say I have been left very un-
certain about Akita. The people inter-
viewed, including Sister Agnes, seemed 
sincere enough, and nothing was said that 
was obviously contradictory of Catholic 
doctrine, yet I have problems believing it. I 
have no such problems with Fatima and 
Quito, but Akita troubles me. I think the 
Vatican should investigate Akita and give 
a definitive decision on it.   

Another blogger (Westminster Fly) pointed 
out that “The Akita statue itself was carved 
by a Buddhist using the image of the now-
discredited ‘Our Lady of All Nations’ appa-
ritions. Would God permit an image of a 
false apparition to be used in order to con-
vey a genuine heavenly message? That 
seems unlikely to me.”   

 

Then, there’s the article, which we  
published in our newsletter, Issue #103,  
December 2017—extracts below, which are 
relevant to the issue of “approval” …  
 

Thomas J. Craughwell writes...  

 

Since the calamitous earthquake and  
tsunami struck Japan on March 11 2011, 
followed by explosions of one of Japan’s 
nuclear power plants, the Catholic blog-
osphere has been buzzing with assessments 
of the disaster in light of the messages of 
Our Lady of Akita.  Invariably, these online 
sites describe the Akita phenomenon as a 
Church-approved apparition, and state that 
in the 1980s the head of Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger [later Pope Benedict XVI] judged 
the Akita apparitions and messages as 
“worthy of belief”. In fact, those statements 
are misleading.  

 

In April, 1984 Bishop John Shojiro Ito of 
Niigata, the diocese in which Akia is  
located, was ready to retire. Before handing 
over the diocese to his successor, Bishop Ito 
published a letter regarding the Akita case,  
in which he declared that on four separate 
occasions he witnessed the statue of the 
Mary weeping. He stated that he had known 
Sister Agnes for 10 years, that he had al-
ways found Sr Agnes to be “sound in  
spirit” and “a balanced person”.  In this 
letter, Bishop Ito declared “I do not find, in 
these events, any elements which are  
contrary to Catholic faith and morals.  
Consequently, I authorize, throughout the 
entire diocese, the veneration of the Holy 
Mother of Akita, while awaiting that the 
Holy See publishes definitive judgement on 
the  matter.”    

 

In 1981,  after studying the case, the  
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(CDF) had reached a negative decision 
regarding the visions and messages of Akita 
and the supposed supernatural events that 
took place there. After reading the report, 
Bishop Ito found that a number of details 
had not been submitted to the congregation 
so he sent them to Rome, with a request that 
the case be re-evaluated in light of this new 
information. By the time Bishop Ito was 
ready to retire, the congregation had not 
reached a decision which explains his state-
ment about waiting for the Holy See’s 
“definitive judgment on this matter.”  

The Claim… 

 

In 1973, Sister Agnes Katsuko Sasagawa, a 
Handmaid of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the 
Holy Eucharist, reported several visions of the 
Blessed Mother. In the wake of the visions there 
were reports that a statue of Mary at the Akita 
convent shed blood, sweat and tears, and that 
Sister Agnes bore the stigmata, the wounds of 
Christ suffered in His hands, feet and side on 

the cross.  

The Akita statue 

itself was carved 

by a Buddhist.  

Continued on p.6 
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Covid:  
An Undertaker  

Speaks Out 
England Correspondent 

 

In a video interview in September 2021 
John O’Looney, explained to Max Igan of 
the Crow House why, as a funeral director 
of Milton Keynes Family Funeral Services 
and from his first-hand observations be-
tween November 2019 and September 
2021, the Covid-19 (so-called) pandemic 
is not simply a criminal fraud but one 
which has been deliberately mishandled to 
bring about  the deaths of millions of peo-
ple. You can see his 40-minute-long inter-
view at https://www.bitchute.com/video/
gigUyK3yLtMU/ 

The following notes from the video 
(extracts only, for reasons of space) are 
intended to be a summary of that inter-
view. These notes have been taken by 
Hugh Williams (HW) author of Covid 
Crisis – 101 Unanswered Questions. 
HW’s own comments are added.  

1)  In November 2019 John O’Looney was 
shown an inflatable (i.e. temporary) mor-
tuary at a hospital near Northampton and 
was told that it had been erected because 
there was “Something horrible coming.” 

HW: How come the authorities knew at 
this early stage what would happen in 
2020 and why were we, the public, never 
warned at that stage? 

2)  Early in 2020 the local BBC came to 
interview John about the burgeoning crisis. 
They asked him to dress up in full PPE 
(Personal Protective Equipment for Infec-
tion Control.) This included wearing a 
mask. The only time John would wear a 
mask as an undertaker would be if the 
corpse smelled. i.e., The mask was worn to 
protect the wearer from the smell. A mask 
offers no protection at all against disease, 
least of all against a virus. The BBC told 
him what they wanted him to say, so that 
they could promote the planned hysteria. 
At that stage John believed that the Covid 
crisis was genuine and so he unwittingly 
helped to spread the hysteria.  

 

3)  In the spring of 2020, the medical au-
thorities streamlined the process that usu-
ally takes place when somebody dies. 
From that moment it was deemed that 
there was no longer any need for a doctor 
to be in attendance.  

 

HW: And this at a time when the  
government had stopped all autopsies.   
4)  John’s wife assists him in his work and 

The above extracts taken from an article by author, 

Thomas J. Craughwell, published on the website of 

Our Sunday Visitor, 23/3/2011 
https://www.osv.com/...Is-Japan-Our-Lady-of-Akita-

apparition-worthy-of-belief.aspx 

Is Akita A Church-Approved Apparition? Continued from p.5 

Nevertheless, statements that the CDF, and 
Cardinal Ratzinger specifically, had recog-
nized Akita as an approved apparition 
circulated soon after Bishop Ito released 
his letter.   

 

Then, in 1990, Cardinal Peter Seiichi  
Shirayanagi, president of Japan’s confer-
ence of bishops, gave an interview to 30 
Days, an Italian Catholic magazine, in 
which he said bluntly: “The events of Akita 
are no longer to be taken seriously.”  

 

Given all the conflicting information, in 
the 1999 Christian Order, a British Catho-
lic magazine sent a formal query to the 
apostolic nuncio in Japan, Archbishop 
Ambrose de Paoli.  He replied:  “The Con-
gregation for the Doctrineof the Faith has 
asked me to respond to your query  re. 
Akita… The Holy See has never given any 
kind of approval to either the events or 
messages of Akita.”   

 

It appears, then, that Akita is not an ap-
proved apparition and the apocalyptic 
warnings we have read recently are not 
“worthy of belief.”  

Editor concludes… 

I repeat the statement published in our 

newsletter Issue # 103, December, 2017...  

 

“Over the years, from time to time, we 

have quoted Akita in this newsletter.  
 

Believing it to be an approved apparition, 

we have quoted the alleged warnings 

associated with it in various editorials, 

reports and articles.   

 

In compliance with our policy of never 

giving credence to unapproved appari-

tions, however, we will not quote from the 

alleged Akita “message” again.” 

I would only add that—as in this report—

the only (obvious) exception to that  

promise would be quoting the claims in 

an article or report.  We may have to do 

that, but we will not promote Akita as 

“worthy of belief” - the Church’s term for 

approving (albeit not mandating) specific 

alleged apparitions.  

It’s easier to fool people than to 

convince them they’ve been fooled.  

                          Mark Twain 

To order a copy of Covid 

Crisis—101 Unanswered 

Questions, by Hugh Williams, 

contact St Edward’s Press. 

As follows… 

Email Hugh Williams, at 

info@stedwardspress.co.uk 

or telephone 07812 426538.  

he also employs an embalmer. During all 
this time none of them has ever worn a mask 
when dressing corpses (most of whom had 
been declared as Covid cases) and none of 
the three has contracted Covid. 

After viewing the video,  

American commentator,  

Marinaio, writes as follows on the 

Catholic Truth blog... 

[This video]  is chock full of nuggets of 
truth that should make the hair stand 
up on the backs of our necks.  
 
Mr. O’Looney’s description of the in-
creased death rate after the  
vaccination regimen began is  
particularly alarming. His details and 
descriptions are new, but the linkage of 
the higher number of deaths to the vac-
cines is something we have discussed 
[here] before — “chilling” is indeed the 
right word to describe his revelations.  
Particularly concerning is his reference 
to the possible “overdoses,” presuma-
bly in nursing homes and hospices. 
There is so much to digest in this video; 
I must watch it again. 

RCA Victor, another American  
blogger writes:  

If anyone needed more evidence that 
there is an unspeakable evil afoot, this 
will hopefully convince them. I don’t 
know if this level of coordinated lies 
was ever reached in Nazi Germany, but 
I’m beginning to think that this scam 
makes the Nazis look like Sunday 
School teachers. 

The only thing that was missing from 
the funeral director’s testimony was the 
fact that there is indeed a disease with 
flu-like symptoms, but certainly no  
pandemic. 

Continued, top of column 3...  

https://www.bitchute.com/video/gigUyK3yLtMU/
https://www.bitchute.com/video/gigUyK3yLtMU/
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Mon Oct 4, 2021 … 

 

FAIRFIELD, Pennsylvania Lifesitenews 

 

A plan by Pope Francis ‘to overhaul’ the 
communities of cloistered nuns is threaten-
ing their way of life.  

 

LifeSite has published today an interview 
with Father Maximilian Mary Dean, a for-
mer Franciscan Friar of the Immaculate and 
the chaplain to the discalced Carmelite nuns 
of Fairfield, Pennsylvania, who received an 
Apostolic Visitation last week. In light of 
this development, Father Maximilian de-
scribed to LifeSite’s Jim Hale the recent 
history of the visitation to these nuns, and 
how there now exists a plan to “overhaul 
cloistered women’s communities.”  

 

As LifeSite reported earlier, these Carmelite 
nuns live with the traditional Latin Mass 
and altogether desire to live the traditional 
rule of life as prescribed by St. Teresa of 
Avila. From September 25-29, they received 
an Apostolic Visitation. It was not clear at 
the time what the purpose of this visitation 
really was. In Fairfield, there is a thriving 
community of 25 nuns. Valparaiso, Nebras-
ka is their motherhouse.  

 

However, as their chaplain, Father  
Maximilian, now tells Jim Hale, the  
Congregation for Religious under Cardinal 
JoãoBraz de Aviz aims at reforming the 
Carmelite charism altogether. This develop-
ment goes back to 2016, says the priest. At 
that time, Pope Francis published a docu-
ment [Vultum Dei quaerere ] “basically 
announcing that he was going to overhaul 
cloistered women’s communities,” Father 
Maximilian explains. In May of the follow-
ing year, 2017, the Father General of all the 
Discalced Carmelites in the U.S., Father 
Saverio Cannistrà, then met with 162 Car-
melite nuns in St. Louis, Missouri from 
May 25-29, explaining to them the meaning 
of the papal document. (Important to men-
tion here is that two years later, Father Sav-
erio was made a member of Braz de Aviz’ 
Congregation by Pope Francis.)  

 

Father Maximilian describes what then 
happened. At that Missouri meeting, repre-
sentatives of the Carmelites of Valparaiso 
and of Fairfield were present, as well. These 
cloistered nuns, who usually never leave 
their cloisters “had to leave, under obedi-
ence,” which was “kind of shocking.” And 
then they had to “stay in hotels, not even a 
seminary or a monastery,” Father explains. 
“It’s bizarre.”  

 

Father went on to tell Jim Hale that he later 
received several reports of what had hap-
pened during that meeting with Father Gen-
eral. Father General told these nuns “that 
the times have changed and that they, con-
templative, cloistered nuns, need to adapt to 
the times… that they can’t live the way they 
were living before,” the priest recounted. 

Pope Francis:   

Some (Very) Bad News...   
He’s Out To Destroy Contemplative Life  

Father General told these nuns, according 
to Father Maxilimilian, that  “they had to 
get rid of the grates, the turn, the grill, even 
that they needed to start teaching.” These 
elements here mentioned – the turn, or the 
grate – are each elements that keep the 
Carmelite nuns reverently separate from 
the world. One may usually only speak 
with these nuns through a wooden grate, or 
grill, never in direct contact.  

 

Father shows his indignation with these 
novelties and insists that “these are clois-
tered Carmelite nuns. They’re called to be 
a hidden heart, love in the Church.” He 
describes the nuns’ “charism, you know, to 
be love in the heart of the church. So he 
[Father General] is telling them that they 
have to get with the times,” Father Maxi-
milian continued.  

 

Father General essentially told the Carmel-
ite nuns of the entire U.S. that they had to 
give up their Carmelite charism and specif-
ic identity and way of life.  

 

Some of the nuns at that 2017 meeting, 
Father reveals, “were just in tears.” They 
were “no longer allowed to live their  
charism.” 
Ed:  Visit YouTube to see the interview with 
Father Maximilian Mary Dean—but, be warned, 
this conversation is not for the faint-hearted. 
EXCLUSIVE: 'I am not suicidal': Hermit Priest of 
Fairfield details Vatican attack on nuns - YouTube  

Lifesitenews 

 

It is love alone that gives worth to all 

things.   St Teresa of Avila 

 

At last I have found my vocation.  

In the heart of the Church, I will be 

Love!    St  Thérèse of Lisieux 

POPE Francis will not attend the UN’s 
COP26 climate conference in Glasgow  
[31 October – 12 November 2021]…  

 

The head of the Catholic Church previous-
ly said his attendance at the summit would 
depend on his health – but last month said 
his speech was “already being prepared”.  

 

His change in decision comes as tensions 
heighten over security fears around 
COP26, with key delegates including US 
President Joe Biden and the Queen both 
travelling from Edinburgh to the city.  

 

Police Scotland is understood to have been 
informed of planned protests near Junction 
19 of the M8 during the conference, ac-
cording to reports in the Scotsman. (The 
Herald, 8/10/21) 
 

Ed: So “stay safe” trumps the alleged climate 
“emergency”. Laugh? I thought I’d never start.  

Now for Some 
(Very) Good  
Francis News 

Pope is NOT coming to Glasgow 

 

Nettie E. Mishuns  

 

I would create the universe again just 

to hear you say you love Me.   

                                

                                       Our Lord to St Teresa of Avila 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2016/07/22/160722a.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxMFPsYfnAk&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxMFPsYfnAk&t=1s
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Your Letters 
Firstly, may I thank you for the lovely com-
ments in your July magazine, with regards 
to John and myself.   

 

Could you thank Rev Fr Dunn for saying a 
Mass—traditional and Latin for us.  

 

John went to the Lord on the 9th June, 
2021.  

 

Thanks again. God bless  
Patricia Baxter, Manchester 
Ed: Hopefully, you will have received the card I 
sent on behalf of our readers, offering our condo-
lences and prayers.  You continue to be held in 
our thoughts. God bless you.  

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
September newsletter. A special word of 
gratitude, too, to our regular donors who 
support us via Standing Orders and Pay-
Pal. Your commitment helps us with our 
planning, so be assured of our genuine 
appreciation. Thanks to all our donors—
we greatly value your generous financial 
support.  

 

We are continuing to consider the possi-
bility of organising some kind of meeting 
at the earliest possible opportunity to 
thank, personally, all who contribute to 
our work in various ways, including fi-
nancially, especially during these trying 
Covid months. The uncertainties are com-
plicating matters since we don’t want to 
risk booking a venue and then, perhaps, 
having to cancel again. Be assured 
though, that this matter is at the top of our 
“to do” list. Meeting readers at our past 
conferences was the highlight of the event 
for the team. So, hang on in there—we’ll 
arrange for  something—even if it’s only 
a cup of tea! —as soon as possible.  
 

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Sorry for the delay in contacting you with a 
small donation. I trust you are Covid-free. 
Mrs F Morant, Lancaster   
Ed: Thank you for your good wishes and  
donation, but please do not apologise. There is no 
such thing as a “small donation” - be assured that 
we greatly appreciate your kindness. I am “Covid
-free” but even if not, I’d have a 99.97% chance 
of recovery, so you’ll not find me “masked up” 
or worrying about “staying safe”!  I value my 
freedom too much.  

Enclosed, please find [some] newspaper 
articles—e.g. a newspaper article about how 
a teacher found a statue of Our Blessed 
Lady “offensive” !  And how do I just know 
that he wouldn’t find Buddhas or demonic 
statues offensive!  [Also] The Matt Cooper 
column sums up the complete and utter 
idiocy of how brainwashed he is and others 
like him, who have been conned into be-
lieving every word dictated to them by their 
global masters regarding ‘vaccines’ which 
don’t work! Who has ever heard of a 
(genuine) vaccine which doesn’t work and 
has people queuing and all eager for booster 
jabs which are also useless (and dangerous 
to boot). Like they say, you couldn’t make 
it up!  

 

As ever, thank you so much for the latest 
issue of CT—great (New Look) Newslet-
ter—as good and  informative as always. 
Fantastic! God bless you always.  Patricia 
Shepherd, Republic of Ireland  
Ed: to read about the “offended” teacher, visit 
Leprechaun, p.12. I can tell you, Leprechaun is 
truly disgusted. And for a report, with biting 
commentary on the Matt Cooper column, as well 
as the latest episcopal nonsense from an arch-
bishop in Ireland, Kieran O’Reilly of Cashel and 
Emly, see p.9—and don’t miss Superstitious 
Secular Ireland on the same page (in every sense 
of the term!) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

PO Box 30017 

Glasgow 

G67 9FS 

Scotland 
 

Email  

editor@catholictruthscotland.com 
 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

I have thought for some time that if you 
give Pope Francis enough rope he will 
hang himself [as the old saying goes]. 
With his latest attack on Tradition, perhaps 
this has happened? (Re: ‘Traditionis  
Custodes, Issue #125, September, 2021)  

 

To all who practice the black arts of 
“traditional” Catholicism, Grzllxor, or in 
our modern parlance, Grtqqanz which, for 
the poorly educated, translates from Sibe-
rian into ‘Wotcha’ or the more mundane 
‘Greetings’.    

 

I think that theology needs some humour 
in it (like your mag) so that we don’t get 
the idea that God can be contained within 
human words.   

 

I once heard the opinion that St Thomas 
Aquinas was the greatest of heretics. Once 
you have recovered your composure and 
are sitting upright again, here is the ra-
tionale for this.  

 

His great ‘Summa’ of thousands of words 
could imply, for those who  wish it to, that 
God can indeed be contained adequately in 
human language, which I am sure was not 
his intention for he declared on  his death-
bed that “What had now been revealed to 
him made his writings look like straw.”   

 

But enough of this seriousness!   
Jim Allen, Torquay 
Ed: Thank you for the fun. To be clear, though, 
anyone who think that St Thomas Aquinas was 
“the greatest of heretics” needs the kind of 
vaccine that is not on offer anywhere in the 
world.  Of course, St Thomas did not imagine 
that “God can be adequately contained in human 
language…”  A fact that was confirmed to him 
in a vision: On the feast of St. Nicholas [in 
1273, Aquinas] was celebrating Mass when he 
received a revelation that so affected him that he 
wrote and dictated no more, leaving his great 
work the Summa Theologiae unfinished, saying: 
“The end of my labours has come. All that I 
have written appears to be as so much straw 
after the things that have been revealed to 
me….” [and later]  I can write no more. I have 
seen things that make my writings like straw.” 
He died three months later while on his way to 
the ecumenical council of Lyons.   
 

However, this, in no way, detracts from the 
wealth of knowledge about God which is availa-
ble to us through  his writings. Indeed,  it is also 
reported that Aquinas had another mystical 
experience in which the voice of Christ said to 
him, “You have written well of me, Thomas”  
 

That’s some review, our Jim! See also From 
Atheism to Catholicism, p.12.  
 

Finally, We can only speculate on [what the 
saint saw in the vision which led to his belief 
that his writings were “so much straw”].   

Reminder from the Editor… 

Please keep letters short: those commenting on newsletter content or current issues within 

the Church, are given preference. We prefer no satire—that’s my job!  Please, too, resist the 

temptation to send [albeit lovely] photos/artwork. We don’t have the storage space, and we 

cannot return such items. Thank you all, though, for your kind thoughtfulness.  

However, scholars, hagiographers, and Catholics 
in general have never understood Aquinas’s 
comment to be a retraction or refutation of any-
thing he wrote. If it had been, Pope Leo XIII 
would not have encouraged a renewed interest in 
Thomistic theology and philosophy, and Aquinas 
would not have been named a Doctor of the 
Church.   

 

How’s that for a laugh?  

Continued top of column 3 
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Above extracts from The Matt Cooper Col-

umn: Yes, I’m fully vaccinated. Yes, I have 

Covid. Yes, I’m grateful for the jab, Irish 

Daily Mail: 15/9/21. 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Superstitious 

Secular  

Ireland 

Journalist: “Yes I’m fully vaccinated, 

yes, I have Covid. Yes I’m grateful for 

the jab”… And yes, he’s Irish!  

Ireland Correspondent 
Includes editorial comment... 

According to his Wikipedia entry, Matt 
Cooper was born (in Cork) on 21 July 1966 
and is an Irish journalist, author, television 
presenter and radio presenter of The Last 
Word on Today FM. He is also a former 
editor of the Sunday Tribune.   
 

Ed: Not someone you’d expect to fall for Govern-
ment propaganda, but then he’s a  Cork man and 
the last Cork man I knew wasn’t great at joining 
up the dots.  I’ll give you an example.  He was 
frustrated trying to find a parking space at the 
local supermarket one day and he prayed:  
"Lord, I can't stand this. If you open up a space  
for me, I swear I'll give up the Guinness and go 
to Mass every Sunday." Suddenly, the clouds 
parted and the sun shone on an empty parking 
spot. Without hesitation, he says: "Never mind, I 
found one!"  

 

In an Opinion piece in the Irish Daily Mail, 
dated 15/9/21, Cooper reveals that he is 
recovering slowly from Covid-19, adding 
“Yes, I am double vaccinated and yes, I 
thought, I was being careful in all of my 
behaviours.”.   

 

He acknowledges that having caught the 
virus post-vaccination is “personally ob-
tained proof that the vaccine is not a magic 
prophylactic that would have prevented me 
from getting the illness, but (he adds) I also 
knew that nobody ever said that it was—and 
that if people believed that then they were-
n’t really listening properly.” 
Ed: On the other hand, some of us were listening 
really properly, which led us to question various 
aspects of the drive to mass-vaccinate entire 

populations, not least of which is the fact  that 
this rushed injection is not even guaranteed to 
work. DUH!     

A description of Cooper’s symptoms and 
suffering follows plus some commentary 
on his family situation: “The rest of  my 
family are fully vaccinated with the ex-
ception of my 14 year-old son, the young-
est, who had received his first dose and 
was days away from getting his second. 
He is now off school… which is a real 
shame. He has had a negative PCR test 
but is more or less locked in his room…”  
Ed:  Visit our blog to read Dr William Philip’s 
excellent letter on vaccination of children: 
“Protestant Pastor in Glasgow on Vaccination 
of Children & State Intrusion into Family 
Life”.  Search for “Vaccination of Children”.   

 

The remainder of Cooper’s article was nothing 
short of hilarious as we mused about how he 
might have caught the virus a second time:  “… 
lying here at home, miserably but still con-
scious that it could have been so much worse, 
got me thinking. What unnecessary or uncon-
scious risks might I have taken? … Did I be-
come complacent because I had been un-
touched by being part of the large crowd at the 
All-Ireland senior hurling final at Croke Park 
last month? Because I had flown to Spain in 
early August for a two-week holiday… But, yet 
I was still careful enough to stop using the bus 
as soon as it returned to 100% capacity. Was it 
eating indoors rather than outdoors, at a local 
restaurant? Or having guests into my radio 
studio for interview? All of these questions will 
inform my future behaviour over the coming 
months…”  Cooper finishes by explaining that 
he will take the booster jab when it is available, 
as well as the flu jab “as soon as possible.”  
Ed:  Yikes! Were this man to invite me to be a 
guest on his radio show, I’d refuse politely but 
firmly.  He’s a real corker, so to speak  

Archbishop  
Kieran O’Reilly 

of Cashel & Emly 

Holy Spirit Wants 

‘Inclusive’ Church 
Editor writes: O, really? 

( I’m only now realising why so 

many Irish names begin  

with ‘O’…) 

 

Archbishop O’Reilly’s desire for an 
“inclusive” Church is but one more exam-
ple of Modernist double-speak for a Church 
which promotes sexual sins (although he 
throws “migrants” into the mix, as well).  
His pastoral plan “Seeds of Hope” is men-
tioned. This is his personal challenge to 
Moses’ presentation of the Ten Command-
ments.  “The Church must change” he said 
“not because of necessity or because of 
declining vocations and attendance at Mass-
es, but because it is the right thing to do. 
What we are now embarking on is about 
delivering a new and inclusive Church and 
in doing so, it is the Holy Spirit that is guid-
ing us [Ed: albeit, a bit late in the day].   

 

O’Reilly then goes on to say that the 
Church must “step out of the past, embrace 
the present and move to the future.” Next 
up, a dismissal of the Sunday Mass obliga-
tion in favour of “the Church being out in 
the community rather than the community 
being in the Church.”  [Ed: that’s “Keep holy 
the Sabbath Day cancelled].   

 

The piece concludes with another dismis-
sal—that of the role of the priest who is 
now reduced to being in a “partnership with 
the people” (Ed: Which people? Where?)   

 

At the finishing line, the usual blah blah about 
making the Church more appealing to “minority 
groups” and a promise to “appoint more women 
to leadership roles”. (Ed: Yawn, yawn).  

Extracts below from Archbishop: ’Inclusive’ 

Church must appeal to gay people, Irish 

Daily Mail, 13/9/21. 

 From the archdiocesan website…  
 

Archbishop Kieran was born in Cork City on 8th 

August 1952. 

Ed: Another “Corker” -  see Matt Cooper, the 

vaccine genius, column 1... 

He attended Scoil Chríost Rí and Colaiste 

Chríost Rí for his primary and secondary edu-

cation. 

Ed: He should sue.  

The Irish Daily Mail, 11/9/21, carries a 
report on the All-Ireland football final to be 
played at Croke Park in Dublin between 
counties Tyrone and Mayo on that date —
this would be their first ever meeting in a 
final.  Tyrone won.  But not because of any 
religious apathy on the part of the teams’ 
respective supporters. Far from it.   

 

Publishing prior to the result, the Daily Mail 
reports that “fans are trying to influence the 
outcome through prayer, flags, St Antho-
ny’s candles and porter cakes” (Ed: rich 
fruit cake with the added flavour of Porter 
Ale).   Continued foot of column 2, opposite... 

Superstitious Secular Ireland Continued... 

Knock shrine was illuminated in the green 
and red team colours of “Mayo Day”. 
There were also the inevitable “bidding 
prayers” at Mass, with one reader clearly 
participating more in the football game-to- 
come, than the Mass as he/she “prayed:   

“The very best of luck to our own 
Tommy Conroy and all the Mayo 
team as they take on Tyrone next 
Saturday. May the Holy Spirit be 
ever-present in directing the ball 
in our favour. Lord hear us…”   

Ed: St Patrick, you chased out the snakes—now  

remove the nutters! Please and thank you!  
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Protestants object to the teaching about 
Purgatory on three grounds.  

1)  it seems to contradict the finished work 
of Christ and offend the basic understanding 
of God as a loving, all-caring, all-merciful 
God who has forgiven our sins in Christ 
Jesus.  
2)  it seems to offer a second chance for 
those who did not follow Christ in this life.  
3)  purgatory does not appear to be a biblical 
teaching.  

 

Before examining the truth about Purgatory, 
let’s look at these objections and see why 
they should be taken seriously.  

 

Scripture stresses the truth of God’s love, 
and Evangelical Protestants have fre-
quently had a powerful experience of 
Christ's forgiveness. St. John explains: In 
this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his son to be the expia-
tion for our sins (1 Jn. 4:10).  Jesus Christ 
Himself stresses mercy over judgment, stat-
ing, Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears 
my word and believes him who sent me, has 
eternal life; he does not come into judgment, 
but has passed from death to life (Jn. 5:24).  

 

Scripture teaches us about a God who so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life (Jn. 3:16). The 
Christian believer is called to accept the 
mercy of God as all-powerful, capable of 
overcoming all sin, and yet the Catholic who 
holds the teaching of purgatory seems to 
belittle God’s forgiveness. From this per-
spective, God appears almost schizophrenic, 
wanting to forgive our sins and yet meticu-
lously hold us accountable for them, at one 
time cleansing us from all unrighteousness 
(cf. 1 Jn. 1:9) and then later deciding to 
[punish] us for displeasing Him. Have we 
passed out of judgment (cf. Jn. 5:24) or have-
n't we? Has Christ forgiven our sins, or has-
n’t He?  

 

The second objection against purgatory is 
that it is a manufactured second chance. 
If you don't really want to follow Christ, you 
can still get to heaven through the backdoor. 
Yet Scripture is clear that spiritual mediocri-
ty is unacceptable (cf. Rev. 3:15-16). Jesus 
calls for complete commitment. He is either 
Lord of all, or He isn’t Lord at all. There is 
no second chance; we are either for Christ or 
against Him (cf. Lk.11:23). The doctrine of 
purgatory seems to be an end run. But Jesus 
said, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father, but by me 
(Jn.14:6).  

 

The third argument against the doctrine 
of purgatory flows from a main dogma of 
Protestant theology, sola scriptura (the 
Bible alone). After all, where in the Bible 
do we find purgatory? A quick word check 
in any concordance will demonstrate that the 
word is nowhere to be found in Scripture. 
There’s no discussion of some third place 

between heaven and hell. Surely some-
thing as important as purgatory would be 
clearly taught in the pages of Scripture! 
Purgatory also appears to be guilty by 
association: The doctrine is caught up in 
the Catholic collection of the intercession 
of the saints, indulgences, the sacrifice of 
the Mass, and other items that are per-
ceived as unbiblical and the fruit of mere 
human tradition. As Christ warns, [F]or 
the sake of your tradition, you have made 
void the word of God (Mt. 15:6).  

 

These views are held by very sincere 
Christians; Catholics have an obligation to 
take these issues seriously.  

 

[However] it isn’t enough to simply ask, 
where in the Bible is purgatory? As a 
Christian, the two most fundamental truths 
that I hold are the Trinity, three Persons in 
one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and 
the Incarnation, that the eternal Son took 
on human nature and became man like us 
in all things but sin. And yet the words 
Trinity and Incarnation are nowhere in 
Scripture. That is to say, the words aren't, 
but the teachings are.  

 

I began to search the Gospels to see if 
Jesus gave any teachings concerning judg-
ment or purification at the end of our 
earthly life. I began to see that several of 
Our Lord’s teachings, far from disproving 
purgatory, seemed to point to the possibil-
ity that there might be some debt of justice 
that would be paid after our earthly life.  

 

As Christ teaches about the importance of 
forgiveness, He gives the example of a 
king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. He brought in a man who owed 
a great deal of money and forgave him the 
debt. The forgiven man in turn went out 
and met one of his fellow slaves, who 
owed him but a fraction of the amount, 
and demanded repayment. The just king 
summoned his slave back and said: You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you besought me; and should not 
you have had mercy on your fellow serv-
ant, as I had mercy on you? And in anger 
his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he 
should pay all his debt (Mt. 18:32-34).  

 

What was Jesus talking about? Scripture 
clearly teaches there is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus (Rom. 8:1). And yet Our Lord Him-
self gives the example of a man who had 
been forgiven, afterward acted unjustly, 
and finally was handed over to repay all 
that he owed.  

 

Again in St. Luke's Gospel, Our Lord 
challenges His followers to make peace 
with one another, so that they will not be 
handed over to the magistrate who would 
throw them into prison: I tell you, you will 
never get out till you have paid the very 
last copper (Lk. 12:59; cf. Mt. 5:26).         

Christ calls the believer, who has passed out 
of condemnation the sentence of hell, to live 
a life of justice which will be exacted to the 
last cent. If this is not the case, then the 
teachings of Jesus make no sense. The 
Catholic teaching about purgatory is that if, 
at the end of a Christian’s earthly life, this 
debt of justice was not satisfied, he shall be 
purified in purgatory before entering heav-
en. The teachings of Christ did not seem to 
contradict this. But lack of contradiction is 
still a long way from proof.  

 

In St. Matthew’s Gospel there is a tremen-
dous confrontation between Christ and the 
Pharisees, in which they accuse Him of 
exercising authority over demons by the 
power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons 
(Mt. 12:24). Jesus then warns them of the sin 
against the Holy Spirit and states: Therefore 
I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be 
forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 
Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever 
says a word against the Son of man will be 
forgiven; but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in 
this age or in the age to come (Mt. 12:31-32). 

 

If this sin cannot be forgiven either in this 
age or in the age to come, some sins might 
be able to be forgiven in the age to come. 
Without using the word purgatory, Jesus is 
presenting teachings that seemed in harmo-
ny with the Catholic teaching on purgatory 
and were a bit difficult to interpret from an 
Evangelical perspective. While I was far 
from ready to accept that Jesus was refer-
ring to purgatory, I was finding myself hard
-pressed to come to any other conclusion.  

 

This forgiveness of sins and the age to 
come, the reference to a prison in which we 
would not be released until we had paid the 
last cent, this is certainly not heaven or hell. 
We never get out of hell, and heaven is no 
prison.  

 

I came across a passage in the New Testa-
ment that I found very surprising. While 
addressing the very issue of sin within the 
Christian community those who were be-
lievers and had accepted the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ into their lives St. Paul writes: 
For no other foundation can any one lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if any one builds on the founda-
tion with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble each mans work will 
become manifest; for the Day will disclose 
it, because it will be revealed with fire, and 
the fire will test what sort of work each one 
has done. If the work which any man has 
built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. If any man’s work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as through 
fire (1 Cor. 3:11-15).  

Why Protestants Don’t Believe in Purgatory  
Curtis Martin 

Continued on p.14 
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Diane from Dumbarton asks how to  
answer friends who say that they don’t want 
to be a burden to their family or to society, 
so perhaps assisted suicide is a good thing.  

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Catholics throughout England and Wales 
are to be called to nine days of prayer at 
the intercession of Pope St John Paul II as 
part of their collective attempt to help to 
defeat the new assisted suicide Bill. The 
Bishops of England and Wales are drawing 
up a “novena” to the saint after they saw 
that peers will debate the Assisted Dying 
Bill of Baroness Meacher at Second Read-
ing in the House of Lords on his feast day 
of October 22. 
Ed: This is one of those rushed canonisations 
which will, without doubt, be given its very own 
“second reading” when the current madness in 
the Church passes.  

 

Auxiliary Bishop John Sherrington of 
Westminster, lead bishop for life issues, 
said: “Jesus told his disciples to pray at all 
times and not lose heart.  “Providentially, 
the discussion of Baroness Meacher’s Bill 
in the House of Lords falls on the feast of 
St John Paul II. 
Ed:  On the Traditional calendar, October 22 is 
the Feast of the saint and martyr, Philip of Her-
aclea who was bishop of Heraclea in Thrace 
during the persecutions of emperor Diocletian. 
Philip refused to hand over sacred vessels and 
books from the church to him, including the 
Scriptures. He was then scourged and the de-
manded materials and books were seized. Then 
Philip and his deacon refused to worship the 
emperors, the goddess Fortune, and Hercules, 
the deity of Heraclea.  After spells of imprison-
ment, they were eventually burned at the stake. 
It’s not really “a good look” as they say these 
days, to replace that great saint with a pope who 
scandalised the Catholic world in many ways—
including his Assisi events, where he facilitated 
the worship of false gods. Talk about irony.  

 

“The novena, asking the intercession of St 
John Paul II, who spoke courageously 
about the infinite worth of each human 
person and witnessed to the cross in his 
final illness, calls upon Catholics and all 
who share our view that assisted suicide is 
wrong, to pray with perseverance that this 
Bill will be defeated.”  

Bishop Sherrington said that Pope Francis 
has continued to speak out against euthana-
sia and assisted suicide with the same con-
viction as his predecessor, whom he canon-
ised in 2014, making it absolutely clear to 
Catholics that such practices are gravely 
wrong. 
Ed:  Pope John Paul II canonised anything that 
could move, if you recall.  His record speaks for 
itself. He canonised 482 saints, at that time more 
than any of his predecessors.  His successors 
have called his bluff, though— Pope John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have 
canonized a total of 1,375 saints. That number 
far exceeds the combined total of saints canon-
ized since 1588, the year the Congregation for 
the Causes of Saints was established! Pope 
Francis alone has canonized 848 saints, more 
than any of his predecessors (his first canoniza-
tion involved around 800 Italian martyrs). From 
the Alateia website.  

 

Pope Francis, he added, described physi-
cian-assisted suicide is part of  “throwaway 
culture” which offers a “false compassion” 
and treats a human person as a problem.  

 

The last time the bishops invited all Catho-

lics to pray a novena was in early 2020 when 
England was rededicated as Mary’s Dowry. 
At present, the bishops have no details about 
what the novena to St John Paul will contain 
and say only that resources will soon be 
made available. It is highly likely, however, 
that the bishops will draw on the deep body 
of teaching on the sanctity and inviolability 
of human life handed down by a pope whom 
many consider to be one of the most im-
portant figures of the 20th century. 
Ed:  “Important” - indisputably so. He paved the 
way for Francis and our march into Communism. 
Given his own life under Communism in Poland, 
this is yet another irony.   

 

Most significantly, on the feast of the An-
nunciation in 1995 he published Evangelium 
Vitae (the Gospel of life), a 48,000-word 
encyclical denouncing abortion, euthanasia, 
assisted suicide and other threats to innocent 
human life. 
 

St John Paul notably argued that democra-
cies risked self-destruction if moral wrongs 
were defended legally as rights.  He de-
scribed as “tyrant states” those which per-
mitted the killings of the innocent and ac-
cused them of betraying “the long historical 
process … that once led to the discovering 
of the idea of human rights”. 
Ed:  Well, that’s the fault of those popes who 
lauded the concept of human rights, the whole 
man-centred rhetoric in speeches and writings this 
past 60+ years. No mention of the rights of the 
Creator.  

He quoted St Augustine of Hippo in support 
of his specific objection to assisted suicide, 
which he also described as “an injustice 
which can never be excused”. 

Extracts from “Bishops’ plan novena to ‘St 
John Paul the Great’ in bid to halt assisted 
suicide bill”, Catholic Herald, 21/9/21. 

Bishops of UK:  

Say “No” to Assisted Suicide Bill 
Extracts from Catholic Herald Report 

The Bishops of Scotland, 
through the Church’s parliamentary liaison 
officer Anthony Horan, said Catholics must 
make politicians aware of the “serious dan-
gers of assisted suicide” ahead of a public 
consultation over new legislation, before it 
is considered by the Scottish Parliament 
next year. Horan, Director of the Catholic 
Parliamentary Office, said Catholics must 
warn elected representatives of “the deadly 
and irreparable consequences of its legali-
zation.” He added: “We are once again 
being confronted with the frightening pro-
posal that doctors be legally permitted to 
help patients kill themselves by providing 
them with a lethal cocktail of drugs [which] 
would put “immeasurable pressure on vul-
nerable people, including those with disa-
bilities, to end their lives prematurely for 
fear of being a financial, emotional or care 
burden on others.”  
Importantly, he added “Incremental exten-
sions and the removal of protections and 
safeguards are inevitable.”  
Ed: Not keen on spokesmen” lecturing us on 
behalf of the bishops, so I hope they and their 
priests (who should be preaching about this loud 
and clear from their pulpits) show good example 
by contacting their MSPs.  

I tried, without success, to 
find an article that you might 
recommend to your friends. 

I did find an essay online, intended to assist 
students writing an essay on the subject. It 
makes sobering reading.   

 

The piece began: “Elderly people ae not 
always a burden to society if healthy, have 
planned well and are well prepared for their 
post-retirement and old age.”    

 

The ensuing paragraphs focused on the vari-
ous ways the elderly can be helped not to be 
a burden on society: Governments providing 
ramps, wheelchairs etc for the disabled and 
other practical means of making the elderly 
productive—i.e. useful to society.   

 

The piece concludes: “ I can understand 
why family members, government and car-
ers perceive the elderly as a burden. This is 
unfair because they can be an asset to  
society.”   

 

With this mentality abroad in western  
societies, it is hardly surprising that so many 
elderly people are readily persuaded that it 
may be more “dignified” for them to choose 
the time and place of their own death. There 
is, however, nothing dignified about assisted 
suicide, once known as wilful murder.  So, 
here’s how to counter this “culture of death” 
as Pope John Paul II described it...   

 

Long-term, it must be replaced with a cul-
ture of life, a culture in which no human 
being, from conception to end of life, is 
considered, a “burden”.   
Short-term, Catholics must be at the fore-
front of rejecting the concept of burdensome 
human beings, promoting the truth that  
caring for elderly relatives, especially  
parents, is a moral duty, that some things are 
more important than productivity and  
“contributing to society”;   

 

We used to believe that education for its 
own sake was important. That changed 
when the focus switched to education for 
work. Similarly, the belief that life is  
precious for its own sake changed when 
abortion was legalised and placed on the 
slippery slope which has brought us to the 
point of legalising the murder of the elderly, 
exactly as the pro-lifers predicted prior to 
the passing of the Abortion Act (1967). I 
can still hear the howls of “no way” from 
the pro-abortion lobby at that time.   
 

Hope this helps answer your friends.   
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Are Atheists Unhappy? 
Below, letters from two atheists in response to commentary from Dennis Prager, 

with rebuttal from Prager, published in the Jewish Journal, 22/6/16. 

 

Staff Reporter 

Leprechaun 

From the Irish Daily Mail 20/8/21…   

 

A school caretaker called a teacher a 
‘disgrace’ in a row over the [teacher’s] 
attempted removal of a statue of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.    

 

In the verbal and physical altercation on 
May 1, 2015, caretaker Noel Lonergan 
tussled with computer science teacher and 
Humanist, Fachtna Roe over the statue.  

 

The caretaker had erected the statue as part 
of a May altar at Central Technnical Insti-
tute (CTI) in  Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. But 
Mr Roe had previously complained to insti-
tute authorities in 2012 concerning the 
erection of the May altar.  He claimed that 
he views the statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary as a symbol associated with oppres-
sion, cruelty and humiliation of women and 
children.   

 

He said that the statue has caused him 
‘offence and upset’ and argued that the 
statue represents Catholic dogma and Hu-
manists oppose dogma. (Ed: and, clearly, 
they oppose it dogmatically!)  

 

After Mr Roe first complained about the 
statue in 2012, the school management 
relocated the May altar in a bid to diffuse 
the issue. He argued that the placement of 
the statue in 2015 was being done to  make 
him feel inferior as a humanist in his place 
of work.   

 

The institute argued that CTI is a multi-
denominational school and has a Christian 
ethos and the placement of a May altar 
annual at the school—a practice that has 
endured for several decades—is carried out 
in preservation of that ethos.  

 

Concerning the May 2015 scuffle, Mr Roe 
told the Labour Court that he attempted to 
remove the statue as he viewed it as vic-
timation of him. He stated that Mr Lon-
ergan intervened and the tussle and a heated 
exchange ensured… Mr Lonergan accepted 
that he was angry and stressed, and called 
Mr Roe ‘a disgrace” for which he is apolo-
getic. End of Extract.    
 

Ed:  I’ve got some choice names for this alleged 
humanist and ‘a disgrace’ is way down the list. If 
he’s worried about the degradation of women 
and children, his time would be better spent 
calling out the totalitarian atheistic regimes (e.g. 
China) around the world. And he might read 
Are Atheists Unhappy? opposite.  

Atheists Are Unhappy — With Prager  

 

Here is Dennis Prager’s statement of faith 
and ironically the reason that so many of us 
have become atheists: “For to know how 
awful the consequences of atheism are and 
still be convinced that there is no God is an 
unhappy fate indeed” (“Two Questions for 
Atheists,” June 10).   

 

To assume that atheists cannot possibly be 
happy and are deluded is a form of moral 
supremacism. Atheists have moved past 
that.   Larry Shapiro, Rancho Mirage.  
 
Why does Dennis Prager persist in ped-
dling his discredited myth that because they 
don’t believe in God, heaven or hell for 
atheists “there is no ultimate meaning in 
life,” no “objective morality” and “no ulti-
mate justice in the universe”? Far more 
profound thinkers than Prager have long 
rejected the idea that there is no morality 
without religion.  
 
The Dalai Lama has pointed out that “the 
reality of the world today is that grounding 
ethics in religion is no longer adequate. 
This is why I am increasingly convinced 
that the time has come to find a way of 
thinking about spirituality and ethics be-
yond religion altogether.” According to 
Albert Einstein, “Man’s ethical behavior 
(sic) should be based effectually on sympa-
thy, education, and social ties and needs; no 
religious basis is necessary. Man would 
indeed be in a poor way if he had to be 
restrained by fear of punishment and hopes 
of reward after death.”   

 

According to Greg Epstein, a Humanist 
chaplain at Harvard University, to “suggest 
that one can’t be good without belief in 
God is not just an opinion … it is a preju-
dice. It may even be discrimination.”  

 

Prager needs to practice what he preaches 
by extending as much tolerance and mutual 
respect to nonbelievers as he does to believ-
ers. It’s called the Golden Rule.  Stephen F. 
Rohde, Chair of Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice and Peace, Los Angeles 

Prager responds:  
 
To Mr. Shapiro: Regarding atheists and 
happiness, I stand by the common sense 
position that to care about human suffering 
yet be convinced that there is no beneficent 
God and no ultimate justice — so that, for 
example, the Six Million and their murder-
ers have identical fates — must make any 
sensitive human being unhappy. If it 
doesn’t, there is something wrong with the 
person’s heart.  
 
To Mr. Rohde: When I debated the subject 
of God and ethics at Oxford University, the 
first thing the Oxford professor of morals, 
Jonathan Glover, an atheist, acknowledged 

was that if there is no God, ethics is subjec-
tive. I know of no serious philosopher who 
denies that. Thus, one of the greatest liberal 
philosophers of the 20th century, Prince-
ton’s Richard Rorty, a nonbeliever, wrote 
that for nonbelieving liberals such as him-
self, “There is no answer to the question, 
‘Why not be cruel?’”  

 

Finally, I have never written, implied or 
said that an atheist cannot be a good  
person.  

Kevin Vost’s mother had experienced five mis-
carriages before her pregnancy with him. When 
she was bedridden for months leading up to his 
birth, his mother prayed to Saint Gerard of Majel-
la, patron of expectant mothers. “I was Catholic 
even before my birth,” he jokes. 
Kevin grew up in the Catholic school system, 
taught by religious sisters and brothers. He had a 
spiritual break-through moment in high school 
when he realized that if God was real, he needed 
to try to live by His guidelines. But Kevin’s 
growing passion for body building led him in the 
opposite direction. 
 

His hero in the bodybuilding world was Mike 
Mentzer – who introduced Kevin to Friedrich 
Nietzsche, Bertrand Russell, and Ayn Rand. He 
abandoned his faith in God in his late teens. He 
married in the church to please his mother, and 
let his children decide for themselves whether to 
believe in God or not. All in all, he spent twenty-
five years in what he calls “the Atheistic Wilder-
ness”. 
 

But after seeing his son on a sonogram machine 
and experiencing a bout with depression, Kevin 
became more receptive to the faith. But it wasn’t 
until he encountered the writings of Saint Thom-
as Aquinas that he realized all the atheistic philos-
ophers he’d read in his life “were mere school 
boys compared with Old Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas!” (Extract, From Atheism to Catholicism, EWTN) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

 

 

 

Dennis Prager is an American radio talk 
show host and writer.  His views generally 
align with social conservatism. He left the 
Modern [Jewish] Orthodoxy in which he 
had been raised, but maintains many  
traditional Jewish practices; he remains a 
religious Jew.          

           Information taken from  Wikipedia 

“A man can no more diminish God’s glory 
by refusing to worship Him than a lunatic 
can put out the sun by scribbling the word 
‘darkness’ on the walls of his cell.”   
                                             – C. S. Lewis  

From Atheism  

to Catholicism 

A Convert speaks... 
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Modern myths about the “gentle  

ecumenical saint”, Francis of Assisi, 

are debunked in the following extracts 

from Catholic World Report (CWR), 

13 October, 2016.1  

There is a famous story about St. Francis of 
Assisi meeting the Sultan of Egypt during 
the Fifth Crusade. The poor Christian monk 
sought an audience with the great Muslim 
leader al-Malik al-Kamil in 1219 to talk 
about religion and try to agree on peace, the 
story often goes. Today this episode is fre-
quently used to portray St. Francis as a 
peacemaker and proponent of interreligious 
dialogue. For example, at the Mass celebrat-
ing the feast of St. Francis this year, I heard 
a homily in which the priest said St. Francis 
provides an example of ecumenism with 
“our Muslim brothers and sisters” that is 
being followed by Pope Francis. It was not 
the first time I’ve heard this comparison.  
It is such a common story, in fact, it has 
become almost cliché, at least among Fran-
ciscans and ecumenists: 750 years before the 
Second Vatican Council, St. Francis antici-
pated the modern ecumenical movement. 
Based on this story, one US Franciscan web-
site advises young Catholics to “Ask your 
parish youth leader or your religious educa-
tion teacher to organize a trip to a local 
mosque. Talk with Muslims to better under-
stand their faith and pray with them.” But 
the historical record suggests [that] St. Fran-
cis [would not have] had the modern idea of 
ecumenism or interfaith dialogue in mind 
when he crossed the battle lines and entered 
the sultan’s tent. What really happened at 
that meeting in 1219, and what meaning 
does this encounter have for Catholics and 
Muslims today? 
 

As Fr. Augustine Thompson, OP, notes in 
his acclaimed Francis of Assisi: A New Bi-
ography (Cornell University Press, 2012), 
“while modern writers often reconfigure 
it”—the meeting of Francis with the Sul-
tan—“as pacifistic, anti-war preaching, 
Francis’ real motives seem very personal, 
not visionary or ideological.”  
 

As Fr Thompson explains, Francis “skipped 
over the question about messages from the 
leaders of the Crusade and got immediately 
to the point. He was an ambassador of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and had come for the sal-
vation of the sultan’s soul. Francis expressed 
his willingness to explain and defend Chris-
tianity.” Francis made it clear that he was 
willing to die for his beliefs.  
 

The truth, then, is that St. Francis’ purpose 
was to evangelize the Muslims. He was 
inspired by God to preach the gospel to the 
sultan. He boldly, bravely, and unapologeti-
cally proposed the truths of the Catholic 
faith to him at great personal risk. He did so 
with respect – peacefully, humbly, without 
denigrating or attacking Islam, and with 

good will. In this sense, he is a good model 
for interreligious dialogue today. It is vital 
for Catholics to be able to talk with people 
of other faiths – to be able to share the 
gospel truth, to be able to listen respectful-
ly, and to look for common ground. 
 

St. Francis sought peace, yes – but not by 
means of political negotiations or a legal 
treaty or by compromising his faith in 
exchange for coexistence with Islam, but 
by converting the enemies of the faith to 
Christianity. He did not dialogue with the 
sultan with the limited aim of improving 
mutual understanding; he wanted to save 
the sultan’s soul by offering him the Good 
News, or to die a martyr’s death trying. 
And it was a reasonable expectation that 
he would be killed for his faith, since a 
fundamental doctrine of Islam both then 
and now is that Muslims are obliged to 
either kill, convert, or totally subject all 
non-Muslims to Islam. 
 

In his classic book St. Francis of Assisi: A 
Biography, Omer Englebert tells us that 
immediately after returning from his visit 
with the sultan, St. Francis learned that 
five Franciscan brothers had been mar-
tyred in Morocco. While passing through 
Moorish Spain they had entered a mosque 
and denounced the Koran. They told the 
local ruler, “We have come to preach faith 
in Jesus Christ to you, so that you will 
renounce Mohammed, that wicked slave of 
the devil, and obtain everlasting life like 
us.” Hearing this report, St. Francis ex-
claimed, “Now I can truly say that I have 
five Friars Minor!” 
 

St. Francis was above all a faithful  
Catholic, a fact that is sometimes missed 
by depictions of him as a modern ecumen-
ist. In the First Rule of the Friars Minor 
(no. 19), he writes: “Let all the brothers be 
Catholics, and live and speak in a Catholic 
manner. But if anyone should err from the 
Catholic faith and life in word or in deed, 

and will not amend, let him be altogether 
expelled from our fraternity.” 2 

 

In his Letter to All the Faithful he advises, 
“We ought also to fast and to abstain from 
vices and sins and from superfluity of food 
and drink, and to be Catholics. … And let 
us all know for certain that no one can be 
saved except by the Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the holy words of the Lord 
which clerics say and announce and  
distribute and they alone administer and 
not others.” 3  
 

A new film, “The Sultan and the saint”,  
scheduled for release in November 2016,  
implies that the crusades were evil both in 
intent and in practice. This is a common 
misconception used as a slur against the 
Church. The lands around the Mediterrane-
an were predominantly Christian by the AD 
700s. Most people there did not convert to 
Islam voluntarily, but forcibly by Moham-
med’s invading armies. The idea of taking 
up arms to defend themselves against Mus-
lim expansionism – which was the basic 
motive of the Christian crusades – was 
reasonable under such conditions. 
 

Sadly, the religious wars continued after the 
time of St. Francis. Over the centuries there 
have been innumerable Muslim land and 
sea attacks, with marauding and long-term 
occupations throughout Christendom. Some 
major conflicts that come to mind include 
Kosovo in 1389, Constantinople in 1453, 
Belgrade in 1521, Vienna in 1529, Hungary 
in 1526 and 1566, Lepanto in 1571, and 
Vienna again in 1683. Wars with, and loss 
of territory to, the Ottomans continued for 
centuries as they pushed relentlessly to 
impose Islam on Europe. 
 

St. Francis was a man of peace, but there is 
no evidence that he opposed the crusades. 

Did Pope Francis Choose The Wrong Saint 

As His Pontifical Patron? 

Saintly Watcher  

St Francis meeting with the Sultan of Egypt, al-Malik al-Kamil, explaining that he had come to 

tell him about Christ, for the salvation of his soul; this  was a missionary attempt to propagate 

the faith, not “interfaith dialogue” as it is commonly understood today.  

Continued on p .15 
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The passage is quite clear: Gold and silver, 
when placed into a furnace, would be puri-
fied; wood and hay would be burned away. 
As this is done, Scripture says we will suffer 
loss, but be saved as through fire. The image 
of purgatory was becoming more vivid as I 
read. What else could St. Paul [mean]?  He 
can’t be referring to hell, because its clear 
that the people who undergo this purifying 
fire will be saved, while those who are in 
hell are lost forever. And yet he can’t be 
referring to heaven, because he mentions the 
suffering of loss, while in heaven every tear 
will be wiped away (cf. Rev. 21:4).  

 

Scripture teaches that God is a consuming 
fire (Heb. 12:29).  The point St. Paul seems to 
make is that, as God draws us to Himself 
after death, there is a process of purification 
in the fire of God’s holy presence. God 
Himself purifies us of those imperfect 
deeds: the wood, hay, and stubble. And 
those works that are performed in faithful-
ness and obedience to Christ by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, those of gold and silver, 
are purified. This purification is necessary 
because, as Scripture teaches of heaven the 
new Jerusalem and the temple within it, 
nothing unclean shall enter it (Rev. 21:27). 

The biblical images of the purifying fire, 
through which the believer is saved while 
suffering loss, were now beginning to sound 
more and more like purgatory.  

 

But where is the word purgatory? I began to 
see that this question revealed an ignorance 
on my part. The Scriptures were written in 
Hebrew and Greek. Purgatory comes from 
the Latin word purgatorium. In Scripture, 
we do find references to an afterlife that is 
neither the hell of the damned nor heaven.  

 

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word 
sheol is used to describe this condition; in 
the New Testament, the Greek term is hades. 
I had always thought that hades was hell, but 
Scripture teaches very clearly that hades is 
not hell; it is distinct from gehenna, or the 
lake of fire which is the hell of the damned. 
In fact, the Book of Revelation describes 
how, at the end of time, death and hades are 
thrown into hell (gehenna). This is the sec-
ond death, the lake of fire. Scripture teaches 
that at the end of time, there is no more 
death; and once the purification of all souls 
has taken place, there is no more need for 
hades. This same concept of sheol (in He-
brew), hades (in Greek), and purgatorium 
(in Latin) is purgatory as we have come to 
know it today (cf. Catechism, nos. 1030-32).  

 

The major objection to purgatory is that 
somehow it undermines the finished work of 
Christ. Is Christ's death sufficient? Of 
course it is! It is sufficient to win our re-
demption and to allow the Holy Spirit to 
sanctify us. The work of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the believer, however, is the work 
of purification and sanctification. It is the 
application of the divine life won by Christ. 
Purgatory in no way should be viewed as a 
second chance, by which those who did not 
believe in and follow Christ can somehow 
suffer their way into heaven, despite their 
rejection of the Christian life. Jesus is clear 
that those who refuse to follow Him are 
guilty: [H]e who does not believe is con-
demned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God (Jn. 

3:18).  Spiritual purification is possible only 
for those who have been reconciled to God 

in this life (cf. 2 Cor. 5:18-20).  

 

The concept of purification after death 
dates back to the Jews of pre-Christian 
times. Evidence of this can be seen in the 
Second Book of Maccabees. Catholics will 
quickly cite this as scriptural evidence for 
the reality of purgatory, but we must re-
member that Protestants do not accept 2 
Maccabees as scriptural. Nevertheless, 
objective readers will have to note that, 
even if the seven books of the Old Testa-
ment accepted by Catholics and rejected by 
Protestants are not biblical, they are godly 
writings and worthy of our consideration. 

In 2 Maccabees, following a battle, the 
faithful Jews found out that their fallen 
comrades each carried with them sacred 
tokens of idols, which the law forbade the 
Jews to wear: [T]hey turned to prayer, 
beseeching that the sin which had been 
committed might be wholly blotted out. 
And the noble Judas exhorted the people to 
keep themselves free from sin, for they had 
seen with their own eyes what had hap-
pened because of the sin of those who had 
fallen. He also took up a collection, man by 
man, to the amount of two thousand drach-
mas of silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to 
provide for a sin offering (2 Mac. 12:42-43).  

 

The sacred text notes that this was an hon-
orable deed, and the passage closes with 
the statement, Therefore he made atone-
ment for the dead, that they might be deliv-
ered from their sin (2 Mac. 12:45).  

 

What is striking about this passage is not 
what it asserts, but what it takes for grant-
ed. This episode is not told in an apologetic 
style, as if to prove that prayer for the dead 
was a pious act, but rather assumes it. 
Moreover, once the Catholic Church is 
accepted as the Church that Christ found-
ed, and thus as the Church that defines the 
canon of Scripture, the teaching in Macca-
bees takes on greater weight as inspired 
Scripture (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16).  

 

What is clear and undeniable is the solidar-
ity the early Christians felt with the de-
ceased. Many ancient Christian monu-
ments call out for prayer. For example, the 
epitaph of a bishop named Abercius, com-
posed toward the end of the second centu-
ry: Standing by, I, Abercius, ordered this to 
be inscribed; truly, I was in my seventy-
second year. May everyone who is in ac-
cord with this and who understands it pray 
for Abercius. This practice of prayer for the 
deceased predates a fully developed de-
fence of this practice, which was provided 
at the ecumenical councils of Lyons II 
(1274), Florence (1439-45), and Trent 
(1545-63).  

 

As I began reading the Church Fathers, I 
was struck not only by the confidence of 
these holy men and the reality of the puri-
fying fire (cf. 1 Cor. 3:15), but also by how 
deeply the teaching was rooted in the apos-
tolic Tradition. The historic evidence clear-
ly pointed to a belief in a state of purifica-
tion that would later be called purgatory. 

Curtis Martin: Of all the misunderstood Catholic 
teachings… purgatory is often seen as the most 
embarrassing. (To read in full visit Catholic 
Education Resource Center and search title.)  

This term corresponded to the Hebrew con-
cept of sheol, and to the Greek term hades 
in the New Testament. This third and tem-
porary state of purification is biblical, apos-
tolic, historical and, most of all, true and 
completely reconcilable with the teachings 
of Jesus Christ in the Gospels. The doctrine 
of purgatory is completely reconcilable with 
a loving God who is a consuming fire. As 
we are drawn up into His love, into His very 
divine life Father, Son, and Holy Spirit we 
begin to burn with that same divine fire, and 
those impurities to which we have clung in 
this life must be burned away. This will 
inevitably involve suffering, as we let go of 
those imperfect things to which we are at-
tached.  

 

The hidden mystery behind the teaching of 
purgatory is our calling to live in God for all 
eternity, which requires us to give perfectly 
of ourselves (cf. Mt. 5:48).  Even with deep 
faith, the Christian life is difficult. We are 
called to manifest heroic generosity, and yet 
generosity hurts in this life. No matter what 
we’re asked to give, we seem to run out of 
time, of energy, of money. God calls us to 
acknowledge this weakness, this poverty, 
and to turn to Him and cry out for help that 
He might fill us with His grace.  

 

In heaven, generosity will not hurt; the lack 
of generosity will hurt. That is because in 
heaven God will give Himself to us fully 
and completely, holding nothing back. Our 
ability to receive from Him will be com-
pletely contingent upon our ability, in turn, 
to immediately give back. Otherwise, the 
gift of God would destroy us. Like strapping 
a water balloon onto a fire hydrant nozzle, 
we would explode! It is only when we learn 
the habit of complete and total self-giving 
that we will be able to experience the joy of 
heaven.  

 

Christians are called to accept the finished 
work of Jesus Christ, and to allow that work 
to be applied to our lives by the work of the 
Holy Spirit, so that those who are justified 
will be sanctified. For us it is impossible. 
But with God, all things are possible. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them, may they rest in peace... 

May the souls of the faithful  

departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace…  

Why Protestants Do Not  Believe in Purgatory...... Continued from p.10 
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The notion that the crusades were contrary 
to Franciscan spirituality is belied by the 
fact that one leader of later crusades was St. 
Louis IX, the king of France, a Franciscan 
tertiary who is now patron saint of the Secu-
lar Franciscan Order. Obviously, he and the 
Church saw no contradiction between Chris-
tian faith and morals, or Franciscan princi-
ples, and fighting a war of defence against 
Muslims. The Franciscan Poor Clare monas-
tery in Assisi was even attacked by Muslims 
in 1240 and successfully defended by St. 
Clare herself. 
 

In the end, the record shows that St. Francis 
did make an extraordinarily daring effort by 
reaching out to al-Kamil, which resulted in a 
unique personal relationship between the 
two men. He charmed the sultan with his 
simplicity and authenticity, and was granted 
safe passage for a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. But his “outreach” was a missionary 
attempt to propagate the faith, not interfaith 
dialogue as it is typically conceived today.  

 

This historical episode is often appropriated 
by the modernist ecumenical movement 
which downplays or even rejects the 
Church’s mission to evangelize. Zeal for 
souls and trust in providence were the core 
of St. Francis’ spirituality and motivated his 
excursion to the sultan. The advertising for 
the [then—2016] new film, “The Sultan and 
the Saint,” suggests it presents revisionist 
history in line with the modernist ecumeni-
cal agenda.  

Editor writes... 

Compare St Francis’ interaction with the 
then Sultan of Egypt with the anything-but-
saintly-Pope Francis’ ongoing “inter-faith”  
shenanigans, and it’s easy to wonder if this 
pontiff has chosen the wrong saint as his 
patron.  Indeed, it’s very clear that he, him-
self, thinks he’s not only chosen the wrong 
saint, but the wrong religion. Everyone else, 
religious and non-religious alike, are also 
realising that fact.  Opposite (column 2), 
extracts from a  report on the shocking 
agreement signed by Pope Francis and  Ah-
mad Al-Tayyeb, the Islamic Grand Imam 
Leader of Egypt who occupies the highest 
seat of learning in Sunni Islam—a treaty 

signed in Abu Dhabi, dated 4 February, 
2019  entitled “ “Document on Human  
Fraternity for World Peace and Living  
Together.”    

 

Importantly, the report opposite from  
Technocracy News is prefaced as follows…  

 

Pope Francis and Islam are both steeped in 
Sustainable Development, aka Technocracy. 
The Pope’s chosen papal name honoured  
St. Francis, who was the Islamic unifier 
during his lifetime. The merger solidifies the 
movement toward a one-world religion.  
                                                   

                                                                                                                 (TN) Editor  

Footnotes: 

1 
Debunking the Myth of St. Francis as a Modern Ecu-

menist, Catholic World Report, 13/10/16 

2 A Place for Zinnias: "First Rule of the Friars Minor" 

by St. Francis of Assisi (in English)  

3 The Writings of St. Francis of Assisi: Part II. Six 

Letters of St. Francis: I. Letter to All The Faithful 

(sacred-texts.com)  

St Francis of Assisi... Continued from p.13 

An historic interfaith covenant was signed 
in the Middle East on Monday, and the 
mainstream media in the United States has 
been almost entirely silent about it. Sheikh 
Ahmed al-Tayeb is considered to be the 
most important imam in Sunni Islam, and 
he arrived at the signing ceremony in Abu 
Dhabi with Pope Francis “hand-in-hand in 
a symbol of interfaith brotherhood”. But 
this wasn’t just a ceremony for Catholics 
and Muslims. According to a British news 
source, the signing of this covenant was 
done “in front of a global audience of reli-
gious leaders from Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism and other faiths”… 
The pope and the grand imam of al-Azhar 
have signed a historic declaration of frater-
nity, calling for peace between nations, 
religions and races, in front of a global 
audience of religious leaders from Christi-
anity, Islam, Judaism and other faiths. 
Pope Francis, the leader of the world’s 
Catholics, and Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb, the 
head of Sunni Islam’s most prestigious seat 
of learning, arrived at the ceremony in Abu 
Dhabi hand-in-hand in a symbol of inter-
faith brotherhood. 
 

In other words, there was a concerted effort 
to make sure that all of the religions of the 
world were represented at this gathering. 
According to the official Vatican website, a 
tremendous amount of preparation went in 
to the drafting of this document, and it 
encourages believers from all religions “to 
shake hands, embrace one another, kiss one 
another, and even pray” with one another… 
The document, signed by Pope Francis and 
the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Ahmed el-
Tayeb, was prepared “with much reflection 
and prayer”, the Pope said. The one great 
danger at this moment, he continued, is 
“destruction, war, hatred between us.” “If 
we believers are not able to shake hands, 
embrace one another, kiss one another, and 
even pray, our faith will be defeated”, he 
said. The Pope explained that the document 
“is born of faith in God who is the Father 
of all and the Father of peace; it condemns 
all destruction, all terrorism, from the first 
terrorism in history, that of Cain.” 
There is a lot of language about peace in 
this document, but it goes way beyond just 
advocating for peace. 
Over and over again, the word “God” is 
used to simultaneously identify Allah and 
the God of Christianity. Here is just one 
example… 
 

We, who believe in God and in the final 
meeting with Him and His judgment, on the 
basis of our religious and moral responsi-
bility, and through this Document, call 
upon ourselves, upon the leaders of the 
world as well as the architects of interna-
tional policy and world economy, to work 
strenuously to spread the culture of toler-
ance and of living together in peace; to 
intervene at the earliest opportunity to stop 
the shedding of innocent blood and bring 
an end to wars, conflicts, environmental 
decay and the moral and cultural decline 

that the world is presently experiencing. 
On top of that, the document also boldly 
declares that “the diversity of religions” that 
we see in the world was “willed by God”… 
Freedom is a right of every person: each 
individual enjoys the freedom of belief, 
thought, expression and action. The plural-
ism and the diversity of religions, colour, 
sex, race and language are willed by God in 
His wisdom, through which He created hu-
man beings. This divine wisdom is the 
source from which the right to freedom of 
belief and the freedom to be different de-
rives. Therefore, the fact that people are 
forced to adhere to a certain religion or 
culture must be rejected, as, too, the  
imposition of a cultural way of life that  
others do not accept; 
 

In essence, this is saying that it is the will of 
God that there are hundreds of different 
religions in the world and that they are all 
acceptable in His sight. 
 

We know that the elite want a one world 
religion, but to see the most important cler-
ics from both Catholicism and Islam make 
such a dramatic public push for it is abso-
lutely stunning. 
 

You can find the full text of the covenant 
that they signed on the official Vatican web-
site.   

Pope Francis Promotes  

One-World Religion  

St Francis of Assisi, pray for us!   
Roving Reporter  

See p.7—Pope out to destroy 

contemplative religious life.  

Extracts above taken from One World Religion: 
Pope Francis Signs Historic Covenant With 
Islam, Technocracy News & Trends, 11/2/2019.  
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“Let all the brothers be Catholics, 

and live and speak in a Catholic 

manner. But if anyone should err 

from the Catholic faith and life in 

word or in deed, and will not 

amend, let him be altogether  

expelled from our fraternity.”  

                              St Francis of Assisi 

From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

Persistent rumours say that the 2020 survey 
regarding the bishops' experience with 
Summorum Pontificum yielded the oppo-
site result than what Francis is claiming in 
Traditionis Custodes (TC).  

 

Francis is keeping the results secret. How-
ever, Diane Montagna received access to a 
report on the questionnaire. At a Remnant-
Newspaper.com conference (Catholic Iden-
tity Conference), she stated that the results 
were largely POSITIVE, and that the  
bishops of the world asked Francis to keep 
Summorum Pontificum in full force.  
 

A German acquaintance confirmed to Peter 

Kwasniewski that the outcome of the 
questionnaire was contrary to what  
Francis claims in TC.   

 

This person referred to Monsignore 
Gänswein* who told him that he had seen 
the report, "Gänswein was profoundly 

worried that the pope could lie. I was 
less surprised,” the acquaintance wrote 
Kwasniewski. 
 

* Monsignor Georg Gänswein is a German 

prelate of the Catholic Church, personal 

secretary to Pope Benedict XVI. He is a  
professor of canon law at the Pontifical  

University of the Holy Cross.  

Latin Mass Clampdown, 

Secrecy and… Lies?  
Liturgy Correspondent 

While Pope Francis is an enthusiastic  
supporter of mask mandates and vaccine 
mandates, and will surely embrace whatever 
ecological mandates flow from the Confer-
ence of Parties (COP) in Glasgow this 
month, he has no apparent interest in his 
own mandate, spelt out beautifully by Pope 
St Pius X…  

 

Catholic doctrine tells us that the primary 
duty of charity does not lie in the toleration 
of false ideas, however sincere they may be, 
or in the theoretical or practical indiffer-
ence towards the errors and vices in which 
we see our brethren plunged...Further, 
whilst Jesus was kind to sinners and to 
those who went astray, He did not respect 
their false ideas, however sincere they might 
have appeared. He loved them all, but He 
instructed them, in order to convert them 
and save them.  
               (Our Apostolic Mandate -  
                Pope (Saint) Pius X, 25 August, 1910).  

At the very moment when the world needs 
spiritual, religious, and moral leadership—
perhaps more than ever before—we have a 
buffoon in the chair of Peter. Oops! I’m 
thinking of the mistake Francis himself 
made when he was gifted a T shirt display-
ing the surname of the Italian footballer 
Gianluigi Buffon – crudity censored:  

 

I thought at first they were taking a p*** . I 
read the jersey as ’Buffoon’ at first. I  
almost punched him. But then I realised 
Gigi wanted me to play a goal for him and 
we all had a good laugh.1     

 

 

If he has a sliver of Catholicity left in his 
soul, Gigi won’t be laughing now, and not 
just because Francis is an uncouth man.  If 
nothing else, this pontificate should cure the 
ignorant who cling to the false belief (never 
taught by the Church) that the Holy Ghost 
picks the pope. We can ask, of course, but 

Footnotes: 

 
1   The Versed:  The Stories that go further, 21/5/16 

2   
G.K. Chesterton, The Twelve Men.     

3
   Simon Heffer: Daily Mail, 8/3/03. 

4 
  Matthew 26:74 

5 
  Luke 22:61    

6 
  Fulton J. Sheen, Life of Christ.  

7    
Luke 22:62 

8   
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre: Open Letter To   

    Confused Catholics, closing words.         

there’s no guarantee.  

 

G.K. Chesterton wrote of the British jury 
system: Whenever our civilization wants a 
library to be catalogued, or a solar system 
discovered, or any other trifle of this kind, 
it uses up its specialists. But when it wish-
es anything done which is really serious, it 
collects twelve of the ordinary men stand-
ing around. The same thing was done, if I 
remember right, by the Founder of  Chris-
tianity.2  

 

 

Priests, including popes, are frail human 
beings like the rest of us; we appreciate 
that, but it is increasingly difficult to com-
prehend the scale of the scandals in our 
time. One secular journalist writes:   
Clearly, it is not compulsory to be a sex-
crazed maniac with paedophiliac tenden-
cies to enter the Catholic priesthood... but 
it obviously helps.3 

 

 

Never forget, though, that two, at least, of 
the first Twelve betrayed Christ: Judas 
Iscariot and Peter, who, when he denied 
Our Lord, even shockingly invoked an 
oath to convince his accusers of his lie: I 
do not know the man.4   Not to make any 
excuses, but the betrayal of Christ by His 
own—sadly—is not a new phenomenon.  

 

Then, touchingly, as He was led from 
being spat upon, mocked and scourged, 
Jesus turned and looked at Peter.5  Sheen:  
The very fact that the Lord had to turn to 
look on Peter, meant that Peter’s back had 
been turned on the Lord...6  

 

 

This scene from the Gospel serves as a 
microcosm of the Francis pontificate. 
Francis has effectively turned his back on 
Christ by welcoming false religions, at-
tacking Catholic Tradition in various ways 
and even attending an act of idolatrous 
worship of the pagan goddess Pachamama 
in the Vatican, of all places, in 2019 - a 
scandal which was reported worldwide at 
the time, including in this newsletter.    

 

It is what happens next, however, that 
offers some hope. At that very moment, 
when he caught Our Lord’s eye, Peter 

“wept bitterly”,7 filled with sorrow for hav-
ing hurt Christ, unlike the remorse of Judas 
Iscariot which was inspired by his own self-
pity.  

 

We must pray that Pope Francis will catch 
Our Lord’s eye, that is, repent, before death 
when his eternal destination is decided. We 
must pray, too, for all those priests, bishops 
and laity who are mimicking this pontiff’s 
anti-Catholic behaviour. To whom should 
we address urgent prayers on their behalf? 
A young relative suggests “Our Lady of 
Perpetual  Suckers”… Well, at eight years 
of age, she can be forgiven for that Freudian 
slip of the tongue!  The fact of the matter is 
that any lay person, priest, bishop or pope 
who thinks he can fool his way into Heaven 
by being an ecumenist or a good humanist 
is—by definition—a sucker, so that answer 
isn’t too far wide of the mark, if not entirely 
appropriate. Our Lady will have smiled!  

 

The words to follow, with which I’ll close, 
are those of Archbishop Lefebvre, and 
should stir the consciences of lukewarm 
Catholics everywhere. Instead of speaking 
out and acting to defend the Faith, these 
“concerned Catholics” settle for bemoaning 
the situation. Useless. The Archbishop 
speaks of the graces given him to fulfil his 
duties as a priest and bishop but his words 
apply, also, to our Baptismal and Confirma-
tion graces: “At the hour of my death, when 
Our Lord asks me: ‘What have  you done 
with your episcopate, what have you done 
with your episcopal and priestly grace‘ I do 
not want to hear from His lips the terrible 
words ‘You have helped to destroy the 
Church along with the rest of them.” 8    

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, pray for us! 


