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Rome’s Gain is Oscott’s Loss  
Diocese of Motherwell Set To Ordain An Actively Homosexual Man  

 

Patricia McKeever 

Editor, Catholic Truth 

Some years ago, I contacted the Rector of 
the Scots College in Rome regarding one  
Christopher Morris, a seminarian known to 
be pursuing what is euphemistically termed 
“the gay lifestyle”. I had a pleasant enough 
telephone conversation with Christopher at 
that time and—aware that I was prepared, if 
necessary, to publish the information which 
had been handed to me—he agreed (to para-
phrase) that he’d be better off joining the 
Legion of Mary rather than continuing his 
studies for the priesthood.  In any event, he 
left the Scots College and yours truly was 
duly “credited” with having had him 
“thrown out” - this is how the case is cov-
ered on blogs across the internet, although I 
humbly decline the honour. Rome gained in 
the sense that they had managed to see off 
one of their “gay” students, since Holy 
Mother Church explicitly prohibits the ordi-
nation of homosexual men, for very sound 
reasons (see boxed quote, column 3).   

 

St Mary’s College, Oscott, however turned 
out to be the loser.  Rome’s gain became 
Oscott’s loss, since—incredibly—Morris 
was eventually accepted into Oscott, the 
seminary in Birmingham, England.    

 

My initial reaction to this news was to wash 
my hands; this guy knows that he’s blatantly 
defying the Church’s prohibition on homo-
sexuals entering seminaries, but then I 
thought better of it because this time he’s 
already been ordained deacon and before we 
know it, he’ll have been ordained a priest for 
the Diocese of Motherwell. Bishop Toal, I’m 
reliably informed, has no problem with Mor-
ris’s forthcoming ordination. Not surprising. 
After all, he has no problem with the 
LGBT+ activist priest Fr Paul Morton, PP in 
St Bride’s Cambuslang, so he’s hardly likely 
to suffer sleepless nights worrying about a 
notorious, by all accounts, sexually active 
new addition to the LGBT+ cohort under his 
paternal care.  Indeed, the only priest with 
whom Bishop Toal seems to have any prob-
lem is Father Matthew Despard, who had the 
temerity to expose the reality of the homo-
sexually infested clergy pool in Motherwell 
in his book Priesthood in Crisis. Makes you 
wonder... 

 

In one report, the Bishop addresses  
Fr Despard as follows:  

 

 “...statements by parishioners and Fr Brian 
Lamb, of neighbouring St Joseph’s, show 
that those offended by you find it very diffi-
cult to hold you in any esteem as their parish 
priest.”  

 

However, the members of Fr Despard’s 
support group refuted this claim by immedi-
ately publishing statistics to show that Mass 
attendance had dropped since Fr Despard’s 
departure.1   

 

Interesting, though, that the Bishop should 
mention Fr Brian Lamb.  For the purpose of 
writing this report, I emailed Fr Lamb be-
cause I wanted to let him know that his 
name is linked with Christopher Morris and 
to offer him the opportunity to confirm or 
deny his own “cheerful” orientation, so to 

speak. Could it be that Fr Despard was  
correct in his assessment of Motherwell as 
a Home for Homosexuals, in a manner of 
speaking?  Whatever, I’m still awaiting a 
reply from said Fr Lamb, who, parishioners 
tell me, in his own version of the gift that 
keeps on giving, sings along with the choir/
congregation as he distributes Holy Com-
munion, if that IS what he distributes (see  
p.4 How Do The Sacraments Work? )  
 

Similarly, I emailed the Rector at Oscott to 
seek Morris’s email address but, despite 
giving permission to forward my message 
directly to the star of the show, I heard 
nothing back. I think “brazen” is the word.  
And the bishops are in on it, which is why I 
didn’t bother notifying Bishop Toal that he 
is to enjoy yet another leading role in this 
humble newsletter.  The other reason why I 
didn’t bother my pretty little head contact-
ing Bishop Toal is because he received the 
very same information about Christopher 
Morris and his priest partners which I re-
ceived, so nothing here will be breaking 
news at the New Year’s Eve dinner parties 
across Motherwell Diocese.  Yes, the bish-
ops are in on it. For example... 

 

Here’s an extract from an Open Letter to 
the Bishops of England & Wales, sent by Fr 
David Marsden SCJ, a priest who was fired 
from his job as Formation Tutor at both 
Oscott and St Patrick’s, Maynooth 
(Ireland), for trying to do something about 
the homosexual activity in both seminaries:   

 

One of the spiritual directors at Oscott 
Seminary has admitted to being sexually 
attracted to young men. It is highly inap-
propriate that such an individual hold such 
a post. The rector is aware of this fact but 
seems unable to confront this individual. 
He even noted that the friends who accom-
pany this individual for holidays each year 
are also homosexual. Another of the spir-
itual directors in the seminary thinks that 
homosexual priests are a great idea as they 
can minister to the gay Catholic communi-
ty.  

 

The archbishop of Birmingham and the 
archbishop of Westminster have both been 
informed of these issues and seem to prefer 
to ignore them. Why do we continue to have 
such passive and feeble-hearted clerics in 
such high places of leadership in the 
Church? Why are they afraid to speak out 
on topics such as homosexuality in the cler-
gy and the toxic gender ideology sweeping 
through our schools? 2   

 

 

The administrator of the Buckley Blog in 
Ireland is the “go-to” outlet for at least one 
senior Scots priest, and said administrator 
kindly keeps me informed. Hence, the 
email sent to both Bishop Toal and me 
begins with the misleading line… “… Here 
is a rather sketchy history of Deacon Chris-
topher Morris…”   

 

As I ploughed through it, I couldn’t help 
reflecting that if this is the “sketchy” histo-
ry, I’d need a year off to read the full ver-
sion. Well known priests in Scotland are 

“From the time of the Second Vatican 
Council until today, various Documents of 
the Magisterium, and especially the  
Catechism of the Catholic Church, have 
confirmed the teaching of the Church on 
homosexuality...  

 

Regarding acts, it teaches that Sacred 
Scripture presents them as grave sins. The 
Tradition has constantly considered them 
as intrinsically immoral and contrary to the 
natural law. Consequently, under no  
circumstance can they be approved... 

 

In the light of such teaching, this Dicastery, 
in accord with the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the  
Sacraments, believes it necessary to state 
clearly that the Church, while profoundly 
respecting the persons in question cannot 
admit to the seminary or to holy orders 
those who practise homosexuality,  
present deep-seated homosexual  
tendencies or support the so-called “gay 
culture” 
 

Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the 
Discernment of Vocations with regard to Per-
sons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of 
their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy 
Orders (# 2, Homosexuality & The Ordained 
Ministry) 

named in this “sketchy history” and so, if 
this ordination goes ahead, Bishop Toal is 
100% to blame for the damage which lies 
ahead. He is blatantly disobeying the 
Church’s prohibition on ordaining homosex-
uals. And note, everything contained in the 
Buckley document has been confirmed to 
me by a reliable independent source.  
 

Apparently, the priests of Motherwell Dio-
cese strongly object to the Morris ordina-
tion, but, given their hostile reaction to Fr 
Despard’s exposé of the homosexual state of 
that diocese back in the day, I doubt it. Let’s 
see if the alleged threats to boycott Morris’s 
ordination and to ban him from placements 
in their parishes, come to anything. I can’t 
see it. Crucially, and I’ll finish with this, the 
priest-author of the Buckley report con-
cludes with this stark warning about deacon 
Christopher Morris:   

 

“He’s a safeguarding concern. He’s a dan-
ger to young men. He must be stopped for 
his own sake, for the sake of the Church, the 
priesthood and for the people of God; he’s a 
scandal waiting to burst. He must be 
stopped. We are genuinely fearful he will be 
ordained.”    

 

Footnotes: 
 

1  
Priest in book row quits his parish role, The 

Newsroom, Glasgow World, 14/12/16   
2 

To read Fr Marsden’s Open Letter in full, visit 
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2018/10/18/priests-
open-letter-to-uk-bishops  

  

https://catholictruthscotland.com/2018/10/18/priests-open-letter-to-uk-bishops/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2018/10/18/priests-open-letter-to-uk-bishops/
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What Is A Priest! 

 
 

Saint John Vianney  

Apology  

In Issue # 126, November, 2021 (p.3), I 
published “A Letter to a Brother Priest  
Thinking About Leaving the Priesthood”  by 
Fr David Barnes, priest of the Archdiocese 
of Boston. I read this letter on Fr Barnes’ 
blogspot, shepherdspostblogspot.com, and 
since it was, at that time, publicly available 
to read*, I did not think it necessary to seek 
specific permission to publish.  
 
In my experience over the years, seeking 
permission to reproduce articles and  
images seldom brings a reply, and, general-
ly speaking, authors have no objection to 
their work being published as long as the 
author and source are acknowledged. I 
always do that. In this case, I published Fr 
Barnes’ name as the author, using our in-
house style (as I have done on this page 
above—nobody should think that Saint 
John Vianney has written the sermon oppo-
site exclusively for readers of Catholic 
Truth!); I also included the name of Father’s 
blogspot at the end, thus providing the 
source.   
 
However, Fr Barnes emailed to complain 
about the publication of his letter and insist-
ed that I remove it. Obviously, I was unable 
to remove it from the print copy which had 
already been mailed out to readers, but I did 
remove it from our online edition, replacing 
it with an extract from the writings on the 
Priesthood of St John Eudes, who, thankful-
ly, has not contacted me (yet!) to issue a 
complaint… I also promised to place this 
apology into our next edition, January, 
2022.  
 
I’ve never understood the application of 
copyright law to Catholic writings.  It seems 
to fly in the face of the Gospel injunction to 
spread the Faith, and all that goes with it.  
However, my appeal to Fr Barnes to recon-
sider, since his letter might help some of the 
many priests who read our newsletter, did 
not move him.  

Thus, I now fulfil my promise to apologise, 
unreservedly, for publishing his Letter with-
out first seeking his permission—Ed.  

* Those trying to access Fr Barnes’ blog-
spot now are faced with the following mes-
sage: This blog is open to invited readers 
only.  

  

Perhaps the sole ends of the priesthood are 

to say Mass, and to recite the Office, and 

then to live like seculars?  

No, the end for which God has instituted 

the priesthood has been to appoint on earth 

public persons to watch over the honour of 

his divine majesty, and to procure the  

salvation of souls.  

 

For every high priest,” says St. Paul, taken 

from among men, “is ordained for men in 

the things that appertain to God, that he 

may offer up gifts and sacrifices for sins: 

who can have compassion on them that are 

ignorant and that err.” 

 
(St Alphonsus Maria de Liguori) 

The following Sermon on the Priesthood is 
taken from The Little Catechism of the Cure 
of Ars by Saint John Vianney 1786-1859 
 
My children, we have come to the Sacra-
ment of Orders. It is a Sacrament which 
seems to relate to no one among you, and 
which yet relates to everyone. This Sacra-
ment raises man up to God. What is a priest! 
A man who holds the place of God—a man 
who is invested with all the powers of God. 
"Go," said Our Lord to the priest; "as My 
Father sent Me, I send you. All power has 
been given Me in Heaven and on earth. Go 
then, teach all nations. . . . He who listens to 
you, listens to Me; he who despises you 
despises Me. " When the priest remits sins, 
he does not say, "God pardons you"; he 
says, "I absolve you. "At the Consecration, 
he does not say, "This is the Body of Our 
Lord;" he says, "This is My Body." St. Ber-
nard tells us that everything has come to us 
through Mary; and we may also say that 
everything has come to us through the 
priest; yes, all happiness, all graces, all 
heavenly gifts. If we had not the Sacrament 
of Orders, we should not have Our Lord. 
Who placed Him there, in that tabernacle? It 
was the priest. Who was it that received 
your soul, on its entrance into life? The 
priest. Who nourishes it, to give it strength 
to make its pilgrimage? The priest. Who 
will prepare it to appear before God, by 
washing that soul, for the last time, in the 
blood of Jesus Christ? The priest—always 
the priest. And if that soul comes to the 
point of death, who will raise it up, who will 
restore it to calmness and peace? Again the 
priest. You cannot recall one single blessing 
from God without finding, side by side with 
this recollection, the image of the priest. 
 
Go to confession to the Blessed Virgin, or to 
an angel; will they absolve you? No. Will 
they give you the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord? No. The Holy Virgin cannot make 
her Divine Son descend into the Host. You 
might have two hundred angels there, but 
they could not absolve you. A priest, how-
ever simple he may be, can do it; he can say 
to you, "Go in peace; I pardon you." Oh, 
how great is a priest! The priest will not 
understand the greatness of his office till he 
is in Heaven. If he understood it on earth, he 
would die, not of fear, but of love. The other 
benefits of God would be of no avail to us 
without the priest. What would be the use of 
a house full of gold, if you had nobody to 
open you the door! The priest has the key of 
the heavenly treasures; it is he who opens 
the door; he is the steward of the good God, 
the distributor of His wealth. Without the 
priest, the Death and Passion of Our Lord 
would be of no avail. Look at the heathens: 
what has it availed them that Our Lord has 
died? Alas! they can have no share in the 
blessings of Redemption, while they have 
no priests to apply His Blood to their souls! 
 

The priest is not a priest for himself; he does 
not give himself absolution; he does not 
administer the Sacraments to himself. He is 

not for himself, he is for you. After God, 
the priest is everything. Leave a parish 
twenty years without priests; they will 
worship beasts. If the missionary Father 
and I were to go away, you would say, 
"What can we do in this church? there is 
no Mass; Our Lord is no longer there: we 
may as well pray at home.” When  
people wish to destroy religion, they begin 
by attacking the priest, because where 
there is no longer any priest there is no 
sacrifice, and where there is no longer any 
sacrifice there is no religion. 
 
When the bell calls you to church, if you 
were asked, "Where are you going?" you 
might answer, "I am going to feed my 
soul. " If someone were to ask you, point-
ing to the tabernacle, "What is that golden 
door?" "That is our storehouse, where the 
true Food of our souls is kept." "Who has 
the key? Who lays in the provisions? Who 
makes ready the feast, and who serves the 
table?" "The priest." "And what is the 
Food?" "The precious Body and Blood of 
Our Lord." O God! O God! how Thou hast 
loved us! See the power of the priest; out 
of a piece of bread the word of a priest 
makes a God. It is more than creating the 
world. . . .   Someone said:  "Does St. 
Philomena, then, obey the Cure of Ars?" 
Indeed, she may well obey him, since God 
obeys him. 
 
If I were to meet a priest and an angel, I 
should salute the priest before I saluted the 
angel. The latter is the friend of God; but 
the priest holds His place. St. Teresa 
kissed the ground where a priest had 
passed. When you see a priest, you should 
say, "There is he who made me a child of 
God, and opened Heaven to me by holy 
Baptism; he who purified me after I had 
sinned; who gives nourishment to my soul. 
" At the sight of a church tower, you may 
say, "What is there in that place?" "The 
Body of Our Lord." "Why is He there?" 
"Because a priest has been there, and has 
said holy Mass." 
 
What joy did the Apostles feel after the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, at seeing the 
Master whom they had loved so much! 
The priest must feel the same joy, at see-
ing Our Lord whom he holds in his hands. 
Great value is attached to objects which 
have been laid in the drinking cup of the 
Blessed Virgin and of the Child Jesus, at 
Loretto. But the fingers of the priest, that 
have touched the adorable Flesh of Jesus 
Christ, that have been plunged into the 
chalice which contained His Blood, into 
the pyx where His Body has lain, are they 
not still more precious? The priesthood is 
the love of the Heart of Jesus. When you 
see the priest, think of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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You may have heard it said that the Sacra-
ments work ex opere operato. But what does 
this mean? 

 

Ex Opere Operato – Basic Explanation 
 

In Sacramental Theology, the Church teach-
es that the Sacraments work according to 
the principle ex opere operato (in Latin, 
“from the work performed”). This teaching 
is de fide (of the faith). It is an expression 
immortalized by the dogmatic teaching of 
the Council of Trent.  

 

This simply means that by the very act of 
the rite being performed correctly (i.e., ac-
cording to the Church’s established rubrics), 
we have the divine guarantee that God of-
fers the sanctifying grace promised in the 
respective sacrament.  

 

The sacrament is not just a ‘sign’ that the 
sanctifying grace was previously given. The 
sacrament does not ‘work’ by inspiring faith 
in a believer. Rather, God gives the grace 
signified by the rite as the act is being per-
formed because man is obeying Him by 
performing the act. God freely chooses to 
do this. He has promised to do this and 
binds Himself by His own oath.[1] 
 

Deepening the Explanation 
 

Thus, provided there is no obstacle placed 
in the way (e.g., invalid matter or form, 
absence of right intention on the part of the 
minister), every Sacrament properly admin-
istered confers the grace intended by the 
Sacrament. The reception of a Sacrament 
does not depend on the sanctity of the indi-
vidual priest conferring it since it is ulti-
mately Christ Himself Who confers grace 
through each Sacrament.  
 

St. Augustine famously rebutted the Dona-
tist heretics by stating: “If Peter baptizes, it 
is Christ who baptizes. If Judas baptizes, it 
is still Christ who baptizes.” This captures 
the essence of ex opere operato in a pithy 
statement easy for us to memorize and re-
peat. It also shows this theological principle 
was accepted in antiquity.  
St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) reiterates 
this teaching in his Summa Theologiae, “the 
sacrament is not perfected by the righteous-
ness of the minister … but by the power of 
God.”[2]    
Note, the priest might not believe in the 
dogma of transubstantiation, but so long as 
he uses the proper matter and form and 
intends what the Church intends, then the 
bread and wine will be turned into the Body 
and Blood of Christ at the words of conse-
cration. We commonly refer to this as a 
‘valid’ sacrament.  

 

Even worse, if the priest intentionally wants 
to commit sacrilege and desecrate the Holy 
Eucharist, God will nonetheless turn the 
bread and wine into His Body and Blood if 
the priest employs the proper matter, form 
and intent to consecrate. How this manifests 
the great and incomprehensible humility of 
God! It also shows the power behind the 
teaching ‘ex opere operato.’ 

How Do The Sacraments Work?   

Matthew Plese  
 
 

The extracts below are taken from Fatima.org  
on 15/10/21 (Ex Opere Operato) and (Ex Opere Operato vs. Ex Opere Operantis) 

 

The teaching ‘ex opere operato’ is so es-
sential because it preserves the objective 
truth that a specific sanctifying grace is 
guaranteed to be conferred by God when 
the sacrament is performed validly. Yes, 
the rite must be performed correctly, and in 
turn the corresponding grace is given. Here 
we do well to recall the words of Our Lord 
at the Last Supper: “Whatsoever you shall 
ask the Father in My Name, that will I do: 
that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son” (John 14:13). 
 

Objective vs. Subjective 
 

However, there is an important distinction 
between the objective reality of sanctifying 
grace being conferred and its subjective 
effects within each individual recipient. ‘Ex 
opere operato’ only addresses the objective 
dimension. How each subject chooses to 
cooperate with – or not cooperate with – 
the grace received depends on one’s interi-
or disposition, habitual virtues, and free 
will. This truth is better expressed by the 
twin principle of ‘ex opere operantis.’ [See 
below…] 

 

END NOTES 
[1] As Fr. John Hardon (1914-2000) explains 
in his Modern Catholic Dictionary, the Fathers 
of Trent dogmatically defined that grace is 
always conferred by a Sacrament “in virtue of 
the rite performed and not as a mere sign that 
grace has already been given, or that the 
sacrament stimulates the faith of the recipient 
and thus occasions the obtaining of grace, or 
that what determines the grace is the virtue of 
either the minister or recipient of a sacra-
ment.” 
[2] Summa Theologiae, III, q. 68, a. 8  
(http://www.newadvent.org/
summa/4068.htm#article8). 

Ex Opere Operato  
vs. Ex Opere Operantis 
 

In contrast to ‘ex opere operato’ (see 
above), the principle ‘ex opere  
operantis’ literally translates as “from the 
work of the doer” and is concerned with 
the role and value of the minister’s “moral 
condition in causing or receiving sacra-
mental grace” (Catholic Encyclopedia). 
The Catholic Encyclopedia details the 
historical context and theological develop-
ment of this important principle in sacra-
mental theology.[1] In essence, these two 
sacramental principles uphold the mystery 
of grace and of free will, as well as the 
primary end of God’s action and the re-
quirement of man’s receptivity. God has 
chosen to give grace through His human 
ministers [the priests]. He does this despite 
their unworthiness and sinfulness, so long 

as they exercise their free will by obeying 
what He has decreed through His Apostles 
and the Church. Even a heretical immoral 
priest will offer a valid Mass if he uses 
proper matter, form and intent. [To read a 
Key Question about Intent, see p. 5) 
 

Yet, a man’s free will and his dispositions 
play a crucial role in how God’s grace 
works in his life. Jesus Christ is truly and 
entirely present in every Holy Communion 
(even in the smallest particle). Everyone at 
the communion rail receives ‘the same Je-
sus;’ yet, the effects in each person’s life 
can be very different. The good wrought in 
a person’s life depends on many factors, 
including the sanctity of the minister [the 
priest] and other situational circumstances 
(which could include the reverence of the 
rite, the beauty of the location, the example 
of other Catholics in the pew, etc…) Above 
all, it depends on the individual recipient, 
his desire for holiness, his life of prayer, his 
preparation for the sacrament and thanks-
giving thereafter, his detachment from the 
world, his piety, etc. 

 

Said another way by the Catholic Diction-
ary of Fr. John Hardon, ‘ex opere operantis’ 
is “a term mainly applied to the good dispo-
sitions with which a sacrament is received, 
to distinguish it from the ex opere operato, 
which is the built-in efficacy of a sacrament 
properly conferred. But it may refer to any 
subjective factor that at least partially deter-
mines the amount of grace obtained by a 
person who performs some act of piety. 
Thus, in the use of sacramentals or in the 
gaining of indulgences, the blessings re-
ceived depend largely on the faith and love 
of God with which a sacramental is em-
ployed or an indulgenced prayer or good 
work is performed.” 
  
A Prototypical Example from the Life of 
Christ 
 

St. Luke narrates the well-known story of a 
haemorrhaging woman who touched the 
hem of Jesus’ garment and was healed of 
her twelve-year-long illness (see Luke 8:42-
48). Jesus was in the midst of a huge throng 
and people were pressing about Him on all 
sides. When He asked, ‘Who touched me?,’ 
we can imagine the Apostles reacting, 
‘Master, You can’t be serious, everyone is 
touching You; how does Your question even 
make sense?’ But there was a difference 
in how that particular woman had touched 
the Incarnate God, because virtue [power, 
grace] had gone out of Jesus. Everyone in 
the crowd had an illness – some physical, 
others psychological, and everyone spiritual 
– but St. Luke recounts how one was 
healed. Why? It was on account of her great 
faith and fervor. So, how does this relate to 
our two sacramental principles? 

Continued on p.5 

https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/#_ftn1
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/#_ftn2
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/#_ftnref1
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/#_ftnref2
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/4068.htm%22%20%5Cl%20%22article8
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/4068.htm%22%20%5Cl%20%22article8
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-137/
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-141/#_edn1
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/49008.htm
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/49008.htm
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How Do The Sacraments Work? ....Continued from p.4 

Jesus Christ – true God and true man – was 
fully present to all the people in this throng. 
He did so through the mediation of the hu-
man nature He had assumed. This is analo-
gous to ‘ex opere operato.’ For the objective 
reality was that on that dusty Galilean road, 
God’s grace-filled presence was in the peo-
ple’s midst. This did not depend on the per-
sonal sanctity, morality, or faith of any of 
the individuals in the crowd. God was there. 
God made Himself available to all there. 
God wanted to give Himself to everyone 
there. Yet, only one experienced the miracu-
lous effects of His grace on account of her 
interior dispositions. This is analogous to 
‘ex opere operantis.’ 
 

We see a wondrous parallel to this Gospel 
story every time we go to Holy Commun-
ion. Consider a crowded basilica where the 
crowds are streaming forward to kneel at the 
communion rail. Perhaps it is even a pontifi-
cal Mass presided over by the great Pope St. 
Pius V at the Cathedral of Rome, St. John 
Lateran. All those who approach receive the 
Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord (ex 
opere operato) but not all are healed, not all 
are turned into saints. As with the bleeding 
woman in the Gospel, perhaps only a few 
powerfully experience the effects of God’s 
grace. This is because each person responds 
to God’s grace differently, depending on 
their faith, zeal, piety, etc. (ex opere operan-
tis). Thus, we should each constantly beg 
God to increase our faith and fervour for 
Him! 
  
Grace Produced by the Sacraments  
Varies According to the Disposition of the 
Recipient[2] 
 

Consequently, the Sacraments by them-
selves, by the divine virtue they contain, 
have an essential efficacy, but the measure 
of grace produced by them varies according 
to the dispositions of those who receive 
them. 
 

Taking the Sacrament of Confession as a 
guide, a penitent should confess his mortal 
sins sincerely and clearly at the beginning of 
confession and not allow them to pass un-
perceived amongst all of his venial sins. 
Mortal sins must be confessed in number 
and in kind and cause. They must be con-
fessed along with sincere contrition. Venial 
sins committed with full deliberation are a 
serious obstacle to perfection. Fully deliber-
ate venial sin is like a poison that slowly 
kills an organism. We must also guard 
against semi-deliberate venial sins, which 
are committed with less reflection and into 
which there enters a certain amount of sur-
prise and impulse. Lastly, sins of frailty are 
committed because of human weakness and 
the will has only a small share in them. 
They are atoned for quickly and are not a 
serious obstacle to perfection, but we must 
seek to diminish them in number. 
 

The fruits of confession are those of the 
virtues of humility and penance and espe-
cially those of sacramental absolution. 
These fruits are present in every valid  
confession. One has to humble himself 
(confession of sin), sins are forgiven 
(absolution), and one makes satisfaction 
(penance). However, the subjective effects 
of the sacramental grace are always in pro-
portion to the excellence of the dispositions 
with which the sacrament is received.  

For example, among twenty people who 
go to Confession, each receives a different 
measure of grace, for God discerns the 
differences in each one’s acts. In fact, the 
greater the contrition, the greater the grace 
received. This is why it helps to name a 
past sin which we deeply hate in every 
confession, even if it has been years since 
we committed it. Because the intense con-
trition we have for that abhorred sin ex-
tends to all the sins confessed and the soul 
becomes more receptive to the sacramental 
graces granted by God. 
 

Naturally, a general confession of past sins 
is also effective in order that we might 
have a greater contrition for sins that have 
already been forgiven, and which may also 
diminish the temporal punishments due to 
these sins. 
  
Conclusion 
 

In general, Catholics tend to know and 
understand the principles behind ‘ex opere 
operato’ (even if they don’t know the tech-
nical term). In large measure this is be-
cause we have to defend it so often against 
Protestant challenges. And it certainly is 
important as it lays the solid foundation for 
our confidence and hope in the infallible 
efficacy of the Church’s Seven Sacra-
ments. However, perhaps even more im-
portant for our personal growth in sanctity 
is the principle ‘ex opere operantis’; yet, it 
does not receive nearly the attention it 
warrants. Let us therefore exert ourselves 
in doing everything we possibly can to 
dispose our souls more favourably towards 
receiving God’s sanctifying grace. This is 
a most necessary resolution for anyone 
who wants to grow in sanctity. Our Lady, 
Mediatrix of all Sacramental Graces, pray 
for us! 

Matthew Plese is a traditional Catholic 
convert and Dominican tertiary living in 
Chicago. He is an accountant and MBA 
business professional. Proficient in  
Catholic apologetics, he is president of 
CatechismClass.com and maintains his 
blog, A Catholic Life. He is also the 
author of various publications.  

Could a priest who actually 
doesn’t believe in the doctrine of  
Transubstantiation, honestly have 
the intention of bringing Christ 
down on the altar?   

A Key question  
About Intent... 

“My own experience in questioning four 
post-conciliar priests who say Novus Or-
do Masses, demonstrates that disbelief is 
more common than many realize. I asked 
each of them if they believed in Transub-
stantiation. Three said they believed in Hans 
Küng’s transignification and one said tran-
substantiation was cannibalism. I specifical-
ly asked them if they intended to do what the 
Church does. In all cases, the answer was, 
no.  

 

These were priests who were committed to 
the Novus Ordo. They spoke of the Mass as 
a communal prayer service with the Priest 
presiding. Reception of Communion (never 
Holy Communion) was merely a sign of 
closeness, communion with Christ, quite in 
line with Küng’s definition of transignifica-
tion. This is apparently what has been 
taught, in contradiction to Sacred Tradition, 
Scripture and the Extraordinary  
Magisterium.  

 

How many more priests formed in modern 
seminaries or in the new movements like the 
Neo-Catechumenal Way would also not 
believe in Transubstantiation and have no 
intention of doing what the Church does?  

 

These examples reinforce the theological 
opinion that it is necessary to have a clear 
internal intention to do what the Church 
does.  

 

Personally, I also defend that to intend to do 
that which you do not believe defies reason, 
logic and common sense. I believe the data 
presented in this article confirm this  
conclusion. 
 
To read the above article in full, visit  
The Priest’s Intention in Consecrating the Eucha-
rist - Dr. Remi Amelunxen (traditioninaction.org)  

To read above article in full, with footnotes, 

visit Ex Opere Operantis - The Fatima Center  

 Do you understand 
this, Thomas? Can 
you explain it back 
to me... 

Well, it says if I want to benefit from 
the sacraments I need to do more  
myself. I’ve to Work harder to be holy.  
Is that even fair, Dad?  

https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-141/#_edn2
https://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/f060_Intention.htm
https://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/f060_Intention.htm
https://fatima.org/news-views/catholic-apologetics-141/
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AS an NHS hospital doctor, I have had a 
front-row seat as the drama of the corona-
virus pandemic has unfolded. It has been a 
year and a half of confusion, frustration and 
anger for me as I’ve watched our profession 
drawn into complicity with what I antici-
pate will be regarded as one of the most 
egregious public health disasters in history.  

 

I have watched as ‘the science’ has been 
presented on the national stage flanked by 
Union Jack flags as an unassailable truth. 
For something so apparently inviolable, it 
seems to shift and change disconcertingly 
from week to week, and for those of us 
looking beneath the pomp to the plain data, 
we see the rather unexciting (and unchang-
ing) truth: the novel coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2, as it turns out, has a much lower 
infection fatality rate than early predictions. 
It is less deadly than the seasonal flu in 
children. The Office for National Statistics 
has reported the mean age of a Covid-
attributed death in the UK to be 80.3 years, 
slightly older than deaths from other causes 
(78.2 years over the comparable time peri-
od).  

 

What has been most upsetting for me has 
been the unquestioning compliance from 
the medical community as increasingly 
draconian, non-evidence-based and destruc-
tive virus control measures have been im-
plemented. Some of the overt corruption, 
financial conflict of interests and politicisa-
tion has been laid bare in editorials 
in prominent medical journals such as the 
BMJ. But the vast majority of doctors have 
had no interest in asking questions or look-
ing further.  

 

My concern over our professional passivity 
turned to alarm as our compliance required 
us to support the roll-out of an experimental 
vaccine to a trusting population.  

 

Contrary to the basic tenets of evidence-
based medicine, pronouncing an experi-
mental medical intervention ‘safe and effec-
tive’ now does not seem to require any peer
-reviewed evidence of safety or clinically 
meaningful efficacy. The vaccines have not 
been shown in clinical trials to reduce trans-
mission, hospitalisation or death. The phase 
3 trials are not over and the safety data is 
not complete; the earliest trials will run into 
2023.  

 

The consent form for the Covid-19 vaccine 
does not disclose its status as an unlicensed 
experimental product. The risks remain 
largely unknown, although it is becoming 
clear that the vaccine has resulted in death 
or injury in a rising number of healthy peo-
ple. A growing number of vaccine-induced 
syndromes are being recognised, including 
immune thrombotic thrombocytopaenia, 
myocarditis and menstrual irregularities, 
among many others being published in the 
literature. At the time of writing, there have 
been more than 380,000 reports, 1.2million 

injuries and 1,700 fatalities submitted 
under the MHRA Yellow Card scheme. 

 

The Prime Minister himself has communi-
cated the latest evidence, that two doses of 
the vaccine do not stop one contracting the 
virus, nor do they stop person-to-person 
transmission, they merely reduce the se-
verity of symptoms. Despite this, it is clear 
the public are being subjected to a relent-
less media campaign of shame and coer-
cion, that they must take this experimental 
product ‘for the greater good’ lest they be 
viewed as selfish cowards. A vaccine pass-
port is now likely to be rolled out under 
‘Plan B’, which proposes to return unlaw-
fully usurped fundamental human rights 
and freedoms to only the vaccinated. 
Workers in the care home sector have had 
their livelihoods tethered to their compli-
ance with the vaccine mandates, and a 
recent announcement confirms that this 
will soon include NHS employees. Not 
only is there no scientific basis for these 
mandates, these coercive actions breach 
the Nuremberg Code, as does the unprece-
dented lack of animal safety data for a 
novel medical product. A betrayal of the 
Nuremberg Code constitutes a crime 
against humanity. [Ed: see p.7, column 2] 

It does not end there. The campaign 
marches on, and now includes the vaccina-
tion of children against a disease that has 
a statistically negligible chance of harming 
them. In the world of evidence-based medi-
cine we doctors must weigh risks and bene-
fits, we must ensure the risk of harm is far 
exceeded by the potential for protection or 
cure. In this case, with no real risk to 
healthy children from the infection, any 
harm is utterly unjustifiable. And the risk 
of harm is very real and measura-
ble. Vaccine-related myocarditis is now a 
recognised injury, the risk inversely pro-
portionate to age.  
Although rare, myocarditis can be fatal, 
and fatality is more common in the young-
er population. For reasons that have noth-
ing to do with health, and despite the JCVI 
[Joint Committee on Vaccination and  

Immunisation] advisory board concluding 
that the health benefits do not outweigh the 
risks to children, the government is advis-
ing that we administer a medicine that 
carries a risk of serious injury to children 
who are healthy and who have no signifi-
cant risk from the disease it purports to 
protect them against.  

 

Covid-19 : A Doctor Reflects...  
 

The article below was first published on the website of The Conservative Woman,  

entitled ‘Why have we doctors been silent?’ and is reproduced here with kind permission… 
 

Lucie  Wilk 

Despite all this, and despite our training to 
look at scientific literature and data with a 
critical eye, the silence from the medical 
community in the UK has been deafening. 
Yet we are the ones who should be shouting 
all of this from the rooftops. This is a duty 
of care and an oath we have forgotten.   

 

It is typically those of us most conditioned 
by the expectations of society, utterly obedi-
ent and deferent to authority, who gain entry 
to medicine. One can see the path: we were 
good, compliant children and then good, 
compliant students. Now we are good, com-
pliant doctors. I’m beginning to understand 
that goodness is measured in a different 
way, and obedience is not a virtue.  

 

Obedience is learned through fear, threat 
and intimidation; it is in fact trauma pro-
gramming and achieved through small con-
trol gestures when we were young and help-
less. Now we are adults but still operating 
under these childhood programmes of be-
liefs and fears. We still feel helpless and 
beholden to a higher authority. We still 
submit to an authoritative decree even when 
it overrides our inherent moral compass.  

 

The horrors of the classic Milgram experi-
ment1demonstrated that we live in a deeply 
traumatised culture, and the same condition-
ing, in my view, has shaped the medical 
community and its silence.  

 

Even on the occasion when my counter-
narrative evidence cannot be denied by a 
colleague, the usual response is: ‘It’s com-
ing from the government; our hands are 
tied.’ But the truth is that most of the time 
doctors don’t want to see the evidence; their 
subconscious has prevented them seeing 
that the parent-like authorities of govern-
ment, Sage and the MHRA, upon which we 
project a childlike trust, might be misguid-
ed, corrupted or dishonest.  

 

And so we comment to each other on all the 
changes we are witnessing months into the 
vaccine roll-out: the unseasonal surge in 
hospital admissions, the post-jab autoim-
mune conditions and coagulation disorders, 
the numbers of ‘double-jabbed’ patients 
admitted with severe Covid infection, the 
numbers of lives ruined by lockdown and 
other Covid control policies. I challenge any 
doctor to deny that all of this simply feels 
wrong. To avoid this uncomfortable, au-
thentic, human feeling – important infor-
mation that should be acted upon – we will 
reach for something rote. ‘Anecdote is not 
evidence’ and ‘association is not causation’ 
will be the justification for carrying on, no 
questions asked, even though most of the 
damaging control measures implemented 
from on high were not based on any evi-
dence at all. Meanwhile, an already strug-
gling NHS has been damaged beyond repair 
by many of these policies.  
 

Continued on p.7 

https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/1/20-265892.pdf
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/99/1/20-265892.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/adhocs/12676averageageofdeathmeanofpersonsfromallcausesandthoseinvolvingcovid19bysexdeathsregisteredfromweekending13marchuptoweekending4december2020englandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/adhocs/12676averageageofdeathmeanofpersonsfromallcausesandthoseinvolvingcovid19bysexdeathsregisteredfromweekending13marchuptoweekending4december2020englandandwales
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4425
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4425
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4037
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4037
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4037
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-boris-johnson-urges-those-eligible-to-get-coronavirus-booster-jabs-this-winter-12442495
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-boris-johnson-urges-those-eligible-to-get-coronavirus-booster-jabs-this-winter-12442495
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57766717
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57766717
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S221475002100161X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S221475002100161X
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2109730
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2109730
https://academic.oup.com/aje/article/165/5/570/67614
https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html
https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html
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Covid-19: A Doctor Reflects… Continued from p.6  

We are overwhelmed by the demand that we 
cannot meet, and the complexity of the crisis 
feels far beyond just one hospital Trust.  
The locus of responsibility to investigate 
remains above us and we wait for someone 
with more authority to come round and 
make sense of it.  

 

And as we remain silent, the destruction 
continues.  

 

Most of us went into medicine for the right 
reasons: to help the vulnerable, to reduce 
suffering. I know my colleagues are kind 
and well-intentioned and that their faith in 
our unelected public health policymakers is 
the result of a lifetime of conditioning. For 
those of us who have looked at the data and 
see the truth, I understand the fear: the risk 
of non-conformity is immense; careers, 
reputations and livelihoods are at stake. I 
recognise an even larger threat: a threat to 
our chosen profession, our life purpose, the 
possibility that we have been following a 
false god in our honest intentions to help the 
ill. We are at a difficult crossroads, but the 
choice for me is clear.  

 

Although I am not on the front line in the 
‘fight’ against coronavirus, and have had 
nothing to do with the vaccine campaign, I 
feel complicit in this public deception. I can 
no longer hide within a system that has 
proved itself to be weak-willed and unwill-
ing to stand against the irrevocable erosion 
of inalienable human rights and freedoms in 
the name of public health safety. It is past 
the time for us to grow up, stand up and 
speak out. 

To read the above article at source, visit 

https://www.conservativewoman.co.uk/why-

have-we-doctors-been-silent/ 

Team of 1,000 lawyers  

and 10,000 Medical Experts  

Start Nuremberg 2 Trial against 

World Leaders for Crimes Against Humanity 

Footnote: 
 
1
 In the 1960s, psychologist Stanley Milgram conducted 

a series of studies on the concepts of obedience and 
authority…   
 

Key Takeaways: The Milgram Experiment 

• The goal of the Milgram experiment was to test the 

extent of humans' willingness to obey orders from 
an authority figure. 

• Participants were told by an experimenter to ad-

minister increasingly powerful electric shocks to 
another individual. Unbeknownst to the partici-
pants, shocks were fake and the individual being 
shocked was an actor. 

• The majority of participants obeyed, even when 

the individual being shocked screamed in pain.  

• The experiment has been widely criticized on 

ethical and scientific grounds. 

A team of over 1,000 lawyers and over 
10,000 medical experts led by Dr. Reiner 
Fuellmich have begun legal proceedings 
against the CDC, WHO & the Davos 
Group for crimes against humanity. 
Fuellmich and his team present the faulty 
PCR test and the order for doctors to label 
any comorbidity death as a Covid death as 
fraud. The PCR test was never designed to 
detect pathogens and is 100% faulty at 35 
cycles. All the PCR tests overseen by the 
CDC are set at 37 to 45 cycles. The CDC 
admits that any tests over 28 cycles are not 
admissible for a positive reliable result. 
This alone invalidates over 90% of the 
alleged covid cases / ”infections” tracked 
by the use of this faulty test.  

 

In addition to the flawed tests and fraudu-
lent death certificates, the “experimental” 
vaccine itself is in violation of Article 32 
of the Geneva Convention. Under Article 
32 of the 1949 Geneva Convention IV, 
“mutilation and medical or scientific ex-
periments not necessitated by the medical 
treatment of a protected person” are pro-
hibited. According to Article 147, conduct-
ing biological experiments on protected 
persons is a grave breach of the Conven-
tion.  

 

The “experimental” vaccine is in violation 
of all 10 of the Nuremberg Codes which 
carry the death penalty for those who seek 
to violate these International Laws.  

 

The “vaccine” fails to meet the following 
five requirements to be considered a vac-
cine and is by definition a medical 
“experiment” and trial:  

 

Provides immunity to the virus  

This is a “leaky” gene therapy that does 
not provide immunity to Covid and claims 
to reduce symptoms yet double-vaccinated 
are now 60% of the patients requiring ER 
or ICU with covid infections.  

 

Protects recipients from getting  
the virus  

This gene-therapy does not provide im-
munity and double-vaccinated can still 
catch and spread the virus.  

 

Reduces deaths from the virus infection  

This gene-therapy does not reduce deaths 
from the infection. Double-Vaccinated 
infected with Covid have also died. 

Reduces circulation of the virus  
This gene-therapy still permits the spread 
of the virus as it offers zero immunity to 
the virus.  

 

Reduces transmission of the virus  
This gene-therapy still permits the trans-
mission of the virus as it offers zero im-
munity to the virus.  

 

The extracts below are taken from reports widely published across the internet (original 

report in The European Union Times, 9/5/2021). To see/hear the leading lawyer, Dr Reiner 

Fuellmich, speak about this matter on video, visit #reiner-fuellmich - BitChute  

The violations of the Nuremberg 
Code are as follows: 

Nuremberg Code #1: Voluntary Consent 
is Essential  
No person should be forced to take a medi-
cal experiment without informed consent. 
Many media, political and non-medical 
persons are telling people to take the shot. 
They offer no information as to the adverse 
effects or dangers of this gene-therapy. All 
you hear from them is – “ safe and effec-
tive” and “ benefits outweigh the risks.” 
Countries are using lockdowns, duress and 
threats to force people to take this vaccine 
or be prohibited to participate in free society 
under the mandate of a Vaccine Passport or 
Green Pass. During the Nuremberg trials, 
even the media was prosecuted and mem-
bers were put to death for lying to the pub-
lic, along with many of the doctors and 
Nazis found guilty of Crimes Against Hu-
manity.   

 

Nuremberg Code #2: Yield Fruitful Re-
sults Unprocurable By Other Means  
As listed above, the gene-therapy does not 
meet the criteria of a vaccine and does not 
offer immunity to the virus. There are other 
medical treatments that yield fruitful results 
against Covid such as Ivermectin, Vitamin 
D, Vitamin C, Zinc and boosted immune 
systems for flu and colds.  

 

Nuremberg Code #3: Base Experiments 
on Results of Animal Experimentation 
and Natural History of Disease  
This gene therapy skipped animal testing 
and went straight to human trials. In mRNA 
research that Pfizer used – a candidate study 
on mRNA with rhesus macaques monkeys 
using BNT162b2 mRNA and in that study 
all the monkeys developed pulmonary in-
flammation but the researchers considered 
the risk low as these were young healthy 
monkeys from the age of 2-4. Israel has 
used Pfizer and the International Court of 
Law has accepted a claim for 80% of the 
recipients having pulmonary inflammation 
from being injected with this gene-therapy. 
Despite this alarming development Pfizer 
proceeded to develop their mRNA for 
Covid without animal testing.  

 

Nuremberg Code #4: Avoid All  
Unnecessary Suffering and Injury  
Since the rollout of the experiment and 
listed under the CDC VAERS reporting 
system over 4,000 deaths and 50,000 vac-
cine injuries have been reported in America. 
In the EU over 7,000 deaths and 365,000 
vaccine injuries have been reported. This is 
a grievous violation of this code. 

Continued on p.9 

The Scottish Variant…  

You can hear it coming! 

https://www.conservativewoman.co.uk/why-have-we-doctors-been-silent/
https://www.conservativewoman.co.uk/why-have-we-doctors-been-silent/
https://www.bitchute.com/hashtag/reiner-fuellmich/
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Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
November newsletter. A special word of 
gratitude, too, to our regular donors who 
support us via Standing Orders and Pay-
Pal. Your commitment helps us with our 
planning, so be assured of our genuine 
appreciation. Thanks to all our donors—
we greatly value your generous financial 
support.  

 

We are continuing to work on the possi-
bility of organising some kind of meeting 
at the earliest possible opportunity to 
thank all who contribute to our work in 
various ways. We are aiming to advertise 
something, if only a cup of tea (!)  to mark 
the Fatima anniversary in May, so, if we 
succeed, we’ll publish details in the next 
edition.  
 

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink a cup of 
water in My name, be-
cause you belong to 
Christ: amen, I say to 
you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

PO Box 30017 

Glasgow 

G67 9FS 

Scotland 
 

Email  

editor@catholictruthscotland.com 
 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

 

You and I have talked about the subject of 
kindness. Might I put in a word for not 
necessarily always being kind. Anyone 
who reads this must be aware that I am, 
and have, no authority to interpret Holy 
Scripture, but, as a private believer, this is 
my understanding…  

 

Our Blessed Saviour certainly spoke His 
mind when talking about the scribes and 
pharisees, and when He drove out the mon-
ey changers, that must have raised a few 
eyebrows.  

 

It was put to me this way by a wonderful 
French Catholic lady when I owned up to 
her that I had not written charitably to my 
MP a year ago when he kept voting for all 
these satanic restrictions – and he still is.  

 

She said (words to the effect), while we 
must love our neighbour, if that neighbour 
is also the mayor of the town and doing 
something wrong, we are at liberty to blast 
off in any way we think will stop him do-
ing harm. I believe that advice to be sound.  

 

What I said to my MP was that he and his 
fellow MPs were just like a row of washing 
machines in Curry’s. They might each look 
a bit different, but they have all been pro-
grammed to do the same thing.  It’s time I 
said that to him again, methinks!”  
Hugh Williams, England 
Ed: In our email exchange, Hugh recommended 
an essay by Fr Faber, entitled Kindness, which is 
available to read online at the following link   
https://archive.org/details/kindness00fabe/page/n3/mode/2up 

One cannot help feeling some 
despair at the success of those 
deep malign forces attacking the 
Church and the world, even diso-
rienting popes and bishops. 
Viewed sub specie aeternitas, 

[from the perspective/aspect of eternity] how-
ever, the picture is very different.   

 

After a few  years of success, these servants 
of the prince of this world will all die and, 
unless they repent, be drawn inexorably 
down into the darkness of endless misery.  
They are rather to be pitied for their folly.  

 

Although they appear to be strong and po-
tentially dominant, from a spiritual perspec-
tive where the real power lies they are weak 
and shallow. The damage they do is actually 
superficial and does frighten a lot of people. 
But we have to believe that when Almighty 
God gives the word, all the invincible hosts 
from Heaven could descend and render 
them completely impotent. At the moment 
they are just below the horizon; out of our 
sight, so to speak!   

 

Mortal sinners and non-believers are shut 
off from their deep secure self in Christ. 
They are like home-owners who live in their 
gardens or on their doorsteps instead of their 
houses or, to use Our Lord’s words, like 
seeds sown in too shallow soil so that, when 
floods and tempests come, they are uprooted 
and swept away. Lukewarm Catholics are 
likewise [in spiritual danger].  

As for those souls who have “fought the 
good fight to the end” [St Paul], they will, 
after much suffering in this life, rise effort-
lessly into God’s glorious light and everlast-
ing perfect happiness.  
                            Jim Allen, Torquay 
 

Ed: See  p12 for a short reflective piece from Jim 
Allen on The Transience of Worldly Things. 

I enclose a photocopy of a letter sent to me 
re HSE [which] jabbed my sister (autism 
and epilepsy) “in care” despite me sending 
solicitors letters, emails, and very angry 
phonecalls to CEO, Area Director(s) etc to 
stop it—criminals!  
Also, disgraceful how many so-called  pro-
life people here got jabbed, many of whom 
were aware of the abortion connection, as I 
gave out and/or posted leaflets telling them 
to refuse it. Ireland is a cesspit, it seems to 
me is run on bribery, i.e. doctors, nurses 
etc getting big money to jab society.  
Ann Campbell, Co. Monaghan, Ireland 
Ed: The letter from the “care” home is utterly 
disgraceful. We’re all now living in dictator-
ships.   

Thank you for all the Catholic Truths you 
have sent me this past year. Hope you will 
continue to do so. I will be Glasgow in 
August 2022, and hope to see you then.  

 

Stay safe—stay well—continue “telling the 
truth”.  St John Ogilvie, ora pro nobis!  
Cecilia McCaughey, Canada  
Ed: Your lovely letter much appreciated, but, for 
the record, “stay safe” is part and parcel of the 
Covid propaganda and I don’t buy into any of it. 
What they really mean is “stay scared”!  

Thank you so much for all the wonderful 
inspiring research you do for all your read-
ers in this unspeakable apocalyptic age in 
which we live. May God love you and bless 
you always.  
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 
Ed: Thank you for all you do all year round to 
keep us informed about the state of the Church in 
your neck of the woods. Invaluable.   

It’s not easy for parents like  us who cannot 
get through to some family members re-
garding the vaccine. It is dividing families 
for sure and our greatest worry is that of 

the possibility of vaccine injury but they 
don’t want to hear that. I think Robert Ken-
nedy was right when he said that a big 
percentage of people are hypnotised and 
the rest are awake. Deo Gratias for opening 
our eyes.  

 

Enjoying Catholic Truth as always. Thank 
you for keeping us informed, sad as it may 
be, of the state of the Church that we all 
love so much. Kathleen James, Co. Sligo, 
Ireland 
Ed: I am in touch with parents who express the 
same concerns, so, you are not alone in this—
your honest commentary will console many of 
our readers, be assured.  

We really are living in dire times and I feel 
they will worsen. Our liberty, freedom of 
speech is almost a previous thing of the 
past. Satan surely is running rampant 
through the world having his, hopefully, 
last fling.  

 

These evil times need our prayers and sacri-
fices even more. How I wish Pope Francis 
would have a Damascene conversion and 
obey Our Lady’s request for the Consecra-
tion of Russia. St Joseph, Patron of the 
Universal Church, intercede for us all.  
Claire Conlon, Dunoon 

https://archive.org/details/kindness00fabe/page/n3/mode/2up
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Nuremberg Code #5: No Experiment to 
be Conducted if There’s Reason to Think 
Injury or Death Will Occur 
See #4, based on fact-based medical data 
this gene-therapy is causing death and inju-
ry. Past research on mRNA also shows sev-
eral risks that have been ignored for this 
current trial gene-experiment. A 2002 study 
on SARS-CoV-1 spike proteins showed they 
cause inflammation, immunopathology, 
blood clots, and impede Angiotensin 2 ex-
pression. This experiment forces the body to 
produce this spike-protein inheriting all 
these risks.  

 

Nuremberg Code #6: Risk Should Never 
Exceed the Benefit  
Covid-19 has a 98-99% recovery rate. The 
vaccine injuries, deaths and adverse side-
effects of mRNA gene-therapy far exceed 
this risk. The use of “leaky” vaccines was 
banned for agriculture use by the US and 
EU due to the Marek Chicken study that 
shows ‘hot-viruses’ and variants emerge… 
making the disease even more deadly. Yet, 
this has been ignored for human use by the 
CDC knowing fully the risk of new deadlier 
variants emerge from leaky vaccinations. 
The CDC is fully aware that the use of leaky 
vaccines facilitates the emergence of hot 
(deadlier) strains. Yet they’ve ignored this 
when it comes to human [use].  

 

Nuremberg Code #7: Preparation Must 
Be Made Against Even Remote Possibility 
of Injury, Disability or Death  
There were no preparations made. This gene 
therapy skipped animal trials. The pharma-
ceutical companies’ own Phase 3 human 
clinical trials will not conclude until 
2022 /2023. These vaccines were approved 
under an Emergency Use only act and 
forced on a misinformed public. They are 
NOT FDA-approved. 

Covid-19: Crimes Against Humanity… Continued from p.7  

 

Nuremberg Code #8: Experiment Must 
Be Conducted by Scientifically Qualified 
Persons  
 

Politicians, media and actors claiming that 
this is a safe and effective vaccine are not 
qualified. Propaganda is not medical  
science. Many retail outlets such as Walmart 
& drive-through vaccine centers are not 
qualified to administer experimental medical 
gene-therapies to the uninformed public.  

 

Nuremberg Code #9: Anyone Must 
Have the Freedom to Bring the Experi-
ment to an End At Any Time  
 

Despite the outcry of over 85,000 doctors, 
nurses, virologists and epidemiologists – 
the experiment is not being ended. In fact, 
there are currently many attempts to 
change laws in order to force vaccine 
compliance. This includes mandatory and 
forced vaccinations. Experimental 
‘update’ shots are planned for every 6 
months without any recourse to the grow-
ing number of deaths and injuries already 
caused by this experiment. These ‘update’ 
shots will be administered without any 
clinical trials. Hopefully this new Nurem-
berg Trial will put an end to this crime 
against humanity.  

 

Nuremberg Code #10: The Scientist 
Must Bring the Experiment to an End 
At Any Time if There’s Probable Cause 
of it Resulting in Injury or Death  
 

It is clear in the statistical reporting data 
that this experiment is resulting in death 
and injury yet all the politicians, drug 
companies and so-called experts are not 
making any attempt to stop this gene-
therapy experiment from inflicting harm 
on a misinformed public.  

 

What can you do to help put an end to this 
crime against humanity? Share this infor-
mation. Hold your politicians, media, 
doctors and nurses accountable – that if 
they are complicit in this crime against 
humanity they too are subject to the laws 
set forth in the Geneva Convention and 
Nuremberg Code and can be tried, found 
guilty and put to death. Legal proceedings 
are moving forward, evidence has been 
collected and a large growing body of 
experts are sounding the alarm.  
Visit the Covid Committee website at: 
https://corona-ausschuss.de/ and if you 
have been affected by this crime, report 
the event, persons involved, and as much 
detail to the following website:  

https://www.securewhistleblower.com/ 

Crimes against humanity affect us all. 
They are a crime against you, your chil-
dren, your parents, your grandparents, 
your community and your country and 
your future. 

To read the above article at source, visit  

Team of 1000 Lawyers and 10000 Medical 

Experts Start Nuremberg 2 Trial against 

World Leaders for Crimes Against Humanity 

(eutimes.net)  

Any idea 
when we’ll 
get to 
take part 
in the 
vaccine 
trials?   

It’ll be a 
while —
they’re still  
experiment-
ing on  
humans.  

“The best way to prepare for death is to spend every day of life as though it were 

the last.” ― St. Philip Neri  

No Regrets 
How is that possible?  

 

Life Coach  

Recently visiting YouTube, I came across 

the English version of the popular song, 

“No Regrets” made popular by Édith Piaf, 

“the French singer noted as France's na-

tional chanteuse and one of the country's 

most widely known international 

stars.” (Wikipedia).   

 

Many times, I’ve marvelled to hear well-

known people, celebrities, when asked 

about their lives and their work, saying in 

interviews that they have no regrets.  They 

would do the same things all over again, if 

they had the chance.  Never mind that 

they’re into their third or fourth “marriage” 

or spent time in drug rehabilitation, and the 

rest.  Somehow, they think it’s cool to  

think they’ve done nothing wrong in their 

lives, made no bad decisions, regret noth-

ing, would change nothing. Incredibly, over 

time, I’ve heard plain old Mr & Mrs Joe 

Bloggs saying the same thing. No regrets: 

“I’d do all the same things all over again.”  

I find that utterly astonishing.   

 

I say that, because, given a second chance 

at life, I’d change just about everything.  

I’d make a list of things to do, in order to 

live the best possible life. Did I say “list”?  

Not necessary because the only thing I 

really need to change in any way is me, 

myself—the two of us!    

 

Ed: It would be interesting to hear from 

readers on this subject, whether you fall 

into the “I have no regrets about anything” 

category, the “I regret just about every-

thing” category, or the “somewhere in-

between” category. Specific examples—if 

appropriate— would be interesting; just 

remember, this is not the confessional box 

so be circumspect with your examples!   

 

…let us be what God wishes, since we are 

entirely devoted to Him, and would not 

wish to be anything contrary to His will; 

for were we the most exalted creatures 

under the heaven, of what use would it be 

to us, if we were not in accord with the will 

of God?   

                        St Francis De Sales 

https://corona-ausschuss.de/en/whistleblower/
https://www.eutimes.net/2021/05/team-of-1000-lawyers-and-10000-medical-experts-start-nuremberg-2-trial-against-world-leaders-for-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.eutimes.net/2021/05/team-of-1000-lawyers-and-10000-medical-experts-start-nuremberg-2-trial-against-world-leaders-for-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.eutimes.net/2021/05/team-of-1000-lawyers-and-10000-medical-experts-start-nuremberg-2-trial-against-world-leaders-for-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.eutimes.net/2021/05/team-of-1000-lawyers-and-10000-medical-experts-start-nuremberg-2-trial-against-world-leaders-for-crimes-against-humanity/
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
We Have Seen His light! 

The commentary below is taken from the website of the Society of St Pius X, District of the USA, 5/1/21 

Continued on p.11, column 2 

The Epiphany of Our Lord is upon us! 
What spiritual lessons does this great feast 
present to us through the supernatural light 
of the Church's worship of Christ in her 
sacred liturgy? Fr. Leonard Goffine offers 
us some practical spiritual advice from his 
work, The Church's Year, applying the 
lessons from the sacred liturgy [prayers and 

readings of the Mass] for the feast of the 
Epiphany of Our Lord. 
 

This festival is set apart to solemnly com-
memorate the coming of the three wise men 
from the East, guided by a miraculous star 
which appeared to them, and directed them 
to Bethlehem, where they found Christ in 
the stable; here they honored and adored 
Him and offered gifts to Him.  

 

Why is this day called Epiphania Domini, 
or Apparition [Revealing] of the Lord? 
Because the Church wishes to bring before 
our mind the three great events in the life of 
Christ, when He made known to man His 
divinity: the coming of the wise men from 
the East, through whom He revealed Him-
self to the Gentiles as the Son of God; His 
baptism, on which occasion His Divinity 
was made known to the Jews, and His first 
miracle at the marriage of Cana, by which 
He revealed Himself to His disciples.  

 

INTROIT Behold the Lord the Ruler is 
come; and the kingdom is in his hand, and 
power and dominion (Mal. 3). Give to the 
king thy judgment, O God; and to the king's 
son thy justice (Ps. 71:1). Glory be to the 
Father.  

 

COLLECT God, Who on this day by the 
leading of a star didst reveal Thine only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles; mercifully 
grant, that we who know Thee now by faith 
may be brought to contemplate the beauty 
of Thy majesty. Through Our Lord, etc.  

 

EPISTLE (Is. 60:1-6). Arise, be enlight-
ened, O Jerusalem; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee, 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and a mist the peoples; but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee. And the Gentiles shall walk in 
thy light, and kings in the brightness of thy 
rising. Lift up thy eyes round about, and 
see; all these are gathered together, they are 
come to thee: thy sons shall come from afar, 
and thy daughters shall rise up at thy side. 
Then shalt thou see, and abound, and thy 
heart shall wonder and be enlarged, when 
the multitude of the sea shall be converted 
to thee, the strength of the Gentiles shall 
come to thee. The multitude of camels shall 
cover thee, the dromedaries of Madian and 
Epha; all they from Saba shall come, bring-
ing gold and frankincense, and showing 
forth praise to the Lord.  

 

EXPLANATION The Prophet Isaias, in 

this epistle, predicts that the light of the 
Lord, which is Christ, will rise over Jerusa-
lem, the prototype of the Church, and that 
the Gentiles who knew nothing of the true 
God, would come to walk in that light 
which Christ, by His doctrine and holy life, 
would cause to shine, and that numberless 
nations, from all parts of the world, would 
assemble as her children to adore the one 
true God. The fulfilment of this prophecy 
commenced with the adoration of the Ma-
gi, who are to be regarded as the first 
Christian converts of the Gentiles; the 
Church, therefore, very properly celebrates 
this day with great solemnity. We ought 
also to share in the joy of the Church, be-
cause our ancestors were Gentiles, and like 
the three wise men were called to the true 
faith. Let us exclaim with Isaias: Give 
praise, O ye heavens, and rejoice, O earth, 
ye mountains give praise with jubilation: 
because the Lord hath comforted his peo-
ple, and will have mercy on his poor ones 
(Is. 49:13).  

 

GOSPEL (Mt. 2:1-12). When Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Juda, in the days of 
king Herod, behold there came wise men 
from the East to Jerusalem, saying: Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews? For we 
have seen his star in the East, and are come 
to adore him. And King Herod hearing 
this, was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. And assembling together all the chief 
priests and the scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where Christ should be 
born. But they said to him: In Bethlehem 
of Juda; for so it is written by the prophet: 
And thou, Bethlehem, the land of Juda, art 
not the least among the princes of Juda, for 
out of thee shall come forth the ruler that 
shall rule my people Israel.  

 

Then Herod, privately calling the wise 
men, learned diligently of them the time of 
the star which appeared to them; and send-
ing them into Bethlehem, said: Go and 
diligently inquire after the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word again, 
that I also may come and adore him. Who 
having heard the king, went their way; and 
behold, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them, until it came and 
stood over where the child was. And see-
ing the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. And entering into the house, they 
found the child with Mary his mother and 
falling down they adored him. And open-
ing their treasures, they offered him gifts; 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
received an answer in sleep that they 
should not return to Herod, they went back 
another way into their own country.  

 

What caused the three kings to undertake 
so tedious a journey?  

 

A star which God permitted to appear in 

their land, at the sight of which they were 
inwardly enlightened, so that they at once 
recognized its signification. Let us learn 
from these kings who so readily responded 
to the inspiration of God, by immediately 
undertaking so difficult a journey, to follow 
without delay the promptings of divine 
grace, and from their zeal, and the fearless-
ness with which they asked Herod where the 
Messiah would be found, we should learn to 
seek and practice, without fear of men, 
whatever is necessary for our salvation.   

 

Why did Herod fear, and all Jerusalem 
with him?  

 

Because Herod, a proud, imperious, cruel, 
and therefore jealous king, was afraid, when 
he heard of a new-born king, that he would 
be deprived of his throne, and punished for 
his vices. A bad conscience is always ill at 
ease, and has no peace. There is no peace to 
the wicked, saith the Lord God (Is. 57:21). 
Jerusalem, that is, the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem, feared because many of them were 
attached to Herod, and others, especially the 
chief priests and the scribes, feared they 
would be punished for their secret crimes, 
when the Messiah would come, of whom 
they knew that He shall judge the poor with 
justice, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall slay the wicked (Is. 11:4).  

 

Why did Herod assemble the chief priests 
and the scribes?  

 

Partly to find from them where the Messiah 
was to be born, partly and principally be-
cause God so directed it, that Herod and the 
chief priests, knowing the time and place of 
the Messiah's birth, would have no excuse 
for their infidelity. In the same way God 
often makes known to us, in the clearest 
manner the most wholesome truths, yet we 
heed them as little as did the Jews who had 
sufficient knowledge of the Messiah, in-
deed, even showed the way to the three 
kings, but made no use of it for themselves, 
and were therefore cast away.  

 

Why did Herod say he wished to adore the 
child?  

 

This he did out of wicked hypocrisy and 
dissimulation. He had no other intention 
than to put Jesus to death, and therefore 
affected piety to find out exactly the time 
and place of His birth. Thus do those mur-
derers of souls who desire the fall of the 
innocent; they do not let their evil intentions 
be made known at once, and so they put on 
sheep's clothing, feign piety and devotion, 
until they creep into the heart from which, 
by flattery and irony about religion and 
virtue, and by presents, they expel shame, 
the fear of God, and thus murder the soul.  

https://sspx.org/en/media/books/the-churchs-year-fr-goffine
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Gerard from Glasgow has friends who say 
they don’t believe in giving cards because 
they don’t want to contribute to the com-
mercialisation of Christmas. Gerard doesn’t 
know how to answer this claim and also 
wonders if he should stop sending them 
cards in  case they’re offended.  

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

To read the above article at source, visit  
Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ: We Have 
Seen His light! - District of the USA (sspx.org)  

This is a not an uncommon 
mindset, these days.   

Religion teachers will tell you 
that they use the Feast Day cards of the vari-
ous “world religions” to teach their pupils 
about what the followers of those Faiths be-
lieve. Students are helped to understand that 
because their religion is so important to them, 
they want to mark its major festivals with 
gifts and cards. For example, when Muslims 
celebrate Eid-UL Fitr (‘Blessing at the end of 
the fasting month of Ramadan’)  they not 
only exchange cards and gifts, but they buy 
new clothes to wear for their worship on the 
Feast. And Jews send Happy Hanukkah cards 
to mark Hanukkah, also known as the Festi-
val of Lights. 

 

Similarly, the Hindus celebrate Diwali to 
honour Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. 
“Happy Diwali” cards with their poetic mes-
sages—as with Happy Hanukkah cards and 
Eid cards—show the importance which the 
Jews, Hindus and Muslims attach to their 
beliefs and most central Feasts. It is a little 
sad, then to find Catholics who don’t appear 
to attach the same importance, in cultural and 
social terms, to the entry into the world of 
Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.    

 

Of course, the underlying answer to the prob-
lem of the secularisation of Christmas is to 
avoid buying secular Christmas cards, mak-
ing sure, instead, that we purchase cards 
which depict an aspect of the Feast—most 
obviously, a Christmas nativity scene. One 
thing we could all do when out and about in 
the run up to Christmas, is to ask for reli-
gious  Christmas cards in the local shops. If 
every Catholic in the UK wrote to Hallmark 
(and other card manufacturers) with what 
amounts to an ultimatum, promising not to 
buy any more cards from them until they 
begin producing/increasing the range/choice 
of such religious Christmas cards, that would 
make a difference. Alternatively, we can re-
focus a secular card by including a quote 
from the Gospel:  For this day is born to you 
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord... Luke 2:11   

 

Regarding the second part of your question, it 
is probably inappropriate to send cards to 
someone who disapproves of them, for what-
ever reason, and who may be somewhat scan-
dalised that fellow-Catholics are (in their 
view) contributing to the commercialisation 
of Christmas.  Perhaps switch to a “happy 
Christmas” phone call, email or text  next 
year, instead.  

Why did the kings fall down and adore 
Christ?  

 

Because by the light of faith they saw in 
the Infant at Bethlehem God Himself, and, 
notwithstanding the poverty of His sur-
roundings, recognized in Him the expected 
Messiah, the new-born king of the Jews, 
and by prostrating themselves before Him 
paid Him the homage of their country.  

 

Why did the kings offer gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh?  

 

Because it was the ancient Eastern custom, 
never to appear without presents before a 
prince or king, and the three kings, as the 
holy Fathers universally teach, enlightened 
by the Holy Ghost, desired by their pre-
sents to honor Christ as God, as king, and 
as man. Of this the Venerable Bede writes:  

 

The first of the kings, named Melchior, 
offered gold to Christ the Lord and king; 
the second, named Caspar, frankincense to 
the divinity of Christ; and the third,  
Balthassar, myrrh, by which was  
expressed that Christ, the Son of man, 
must die."  

 

How can we bring similar offerings to 
Christ?  

 

We offer gold to Him, when we love Him 
with our whole heart, and out of love to 
Him, present Him our will by perfect obe-
dience and continual self-denial, as our 
will is our most precious treasure. We also 
offer Him gold when we assist the poor by 
alms given in His name. We offer Him 
frankincense when we devoutly and ar-
dently pray to Him, especially when we 
meditate upon His omnipotence, love, 
goodness, justice and mercy. We offer 
Him myrrh when we avoid carnal desires, 
mortify our evil inclinations and passions, 
and strive for purity of body and soul. 

Feast of the Epiphany… Continued from p.10  

Why did the kings return by another way to 
their own country?  

 

This they did by command of God. From the 
example of the three wise men we should 
learn to obey God rather than man, that we 
must be obedient to His directions, even if 
we do not understand them; so the three 
kings obeyed, although they may not have 
understood why God commanded them to 
flee from Herod. After we have found God 
we should walk in the path of virtue, and not 
return to our old sinful ways. "Our father-
land is paradise, heaven," writes St. Grego-
ry: We have departed from it by pride, diso-
bedience, abuse of the senses, therefore it is 
needed that we return to it by obedience, 
contempt of the world, and by taming the 
desires of the flesh; thus we return to our 
own country by another road. By forbidden 
pleasures we have forfeited the joys of para-
dise, by penance we must regain them." 
 

ASPIRATION Give me, O divine Saviour, 
the faith of those Eastern kings. Enlighten 
my understanding with the light which en-
lightened them, and move my heart, that I 
may in future follow this light, and sincerely 
seek Thee who hast first sought me. Grant 
also, that I may really find Thee, with the 
wise men may adore Thee in spirit and in 
truth, and bring to Thee the gold of love, the 
frankincense of prayer, and the myrrh of 
penance and mortification, that, having here 
offered Thee the sacrifice of my faith, I may 
adore Thee in Thy eternal glory. Amen. 

Happy Christmas! 

Happy Christmas! 

To read 

about Eid 

&  

Hanukkah 

cards, see 

Aunt 

Evangeline, 

column 1 

https://sspx.org/en/news-events/news/epiphany-our-lord-jesus-christ-we-have-seen-his-light-3075
https://sspx.org/en/news-events/news/epiphany-our-lord-jesus-christ-we-have-seen-his-light-3075
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

On The  

Transience of 

Worldly Things 
Jim Allen 

Leprechaun 

From the Irish Catholic, 23/12/21…  

 

The Irish bishops’ council for catechetics has 
launched a new religious education pro-
gramme to “foster religious literacy” in 
Catholic secondary schools. 
Ed: Well this sounds like good news is the midst 
of darkness. If only I could quell that “voice of 
experience” whispering in my ear.  

 

The ‘Credible Catholic’ programme is aimed 
at senior-cycle non-exam RE, having been 
designed in line with feedback from teachers 
and theological advisors in Ireland, a press 
statement from the council said. 
Ed: The problem there is that the “experts” have 
spent years telling teachers and students alike that 
for a subject to have any worth, it has to be at-
tached to an examination and certificate. Still, if 
they can roll back the frontiers of the exam gurus, 
that’ll be great news.  

 

Drawing on an earlier version by Fr Robert 
Spitzer SJ and the Magis Centre in the Unit-
ed States, Credible Catholic is a “a support 
to the wider mission of the Catholic school 
which lies ultimately in helping students 
know how much they are loved by God”, the 
council added. 
Ed: They need to roll back on that nonsense, too. 
Of course God loves everyone. For pity’s sake. 
There’s no need to build schools to teach that, for 
(literally) Heaven’s sake. The wider mission of the 
Catholic school lies in teaching pupils how to 
know and love God—not the other way round. To 
know God and explain the Faith. That’s the 
“wider mission” of the Catholic school if you 
must categorise it into “narrow” and “wider” 
purposes/missions. Gimme strength!  

 

The optional programme is designed “to 
stimulate dialogue, encourage reflection and 
critical reasoning, foster religious literacy, 
build community, and nurture faith, and in 
doing all of these things, to promote student 
wellbeing”. 
Ed: When I see an end to “dialogue”, and the 
concept of “critical reasoning” is applied to the 
world and not to the Church—i.e. students ques-
tion the enemies of the Faith, not the Faith, then 
I’ll welcome this new programme. A “Credible 
Catholic” is one who knows the Faith and how to 
defend it against critics. It’s that simple.  

 

It is important that RE shows “that there are 
credible answers to the vitally important 
questions students have about faith”, the 
release finished. 
Ed: What took you so long?   

 

The programme is free and the multi-media 
materials can be downloaded here: 
www.catholicschools.ie/

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

“Vanity of vanities, said Ecclesiastes vanity 

of vanities, and all is vanity.”  (Eccles 1:2)
1   

“For here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek one that is to come.” (Heb.13:14) 

Some time ago, I was in London during the 
rush hour. Seeing all those people hastening 
along the pavements totally absorbed in the 
worldly tasks ahead of them, the above quo-
tations struck me with some force.   

 

How many of these people had fortified 
themselves with early morning prayer so as 
to be not totally distracted from their Creator 
during the necessary activities of the day?   

 

To make earthly things more important than 
God is the basic sin of idolatry.   

 

On TV there was a programme on life in 
Monaco, a city in which the rich and super-
rich can afford to live. Here they  were, 
absorbed in their villas, casinos and luxury 
yachts, with thoughts of the four last things, 
death, judgement, heaven and hell, far from 

their minds; completely unaware that Mon-
aco was a city not going to last and that it 
was “easier for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle than for these rich to enter 
heaven.” (Luke 18:25)    

 

Again, I wondered if anybody at all in that 
city were on the road to salvation.  Perhaps 
the odd cleaner or porter might have es-
caped that deadly materialistic atmosphere?  

Note that the epistles of St Paul were not 
just directed at professional religious—
there were no Carmelite or Benedictines 
around in his time.  

 

Our immediate future today looks bleak 
indeed and to survive it with our faith intact 
we must, as far as our time and abilities 
allow, give all our energies and attention to 
the only thing that is important, the salva-
tion of our souls!   

 

“Enter ye in at the narrow gate, for wide is 
the gate and broad is the way that leadeth 
to destruction and many there be that go 
that way.” (Matt 7:13)   

 

Those rich with their minds totally on their 
possessions are, unless they very seriously 
repent, obviously damned, but you don’t 
have to be rich to have your minds on the 
things of this world and not on your Crea-
tion, and thus to “walk I the way that leads 
to destruction.”  So, “Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling”.  
(Philippians 2:12)   

Book Review  

St Thérѐse of Lisieux:  

Letters To Her Spiritual  

Brothers  

 

“We are brothers on the way to heaven!” 
writes St. Thérèse, referring to the union of 
her life of prayer and sacrifice within the 
Carmel at Lisieux with the dangerous and 
compelling work of the priest in the mis-
sionary fields abroad.  From 1896 to her 
death on September 30, 1898, St. Thérèse 
penned a series of letters each to two French 
men aspiring to priestly work in French 
foreign missions. Her correspondence with 
these spiritual brothers provides a fascinat-
ing exploration of their profound union, as 
well as a truly unforgettable and inspiring 
experience for the reader.   

 

In her correspondence, Thérèse encounters 
two men possessing remarkably different 
personalities, traits, and temperaments. 
Holding fast to her task, Thérèse sustains 
both, laboring to obtain for them the plenti-
tude of graces they need.   

 

In one of his letters to Thérèse, Père Adol-
phe Roulland expresses his zeal for mis-
sionary work: “There is one cross that I ask 
God not to impose upon me: that of being 
given a position in a Mission Seminary, and 
then of returning as director of the Seminary 
in Paris.”  Her encouragement to him is 
profound, and her words go beyond the time 
and place of the writing: “My weapon is 
love and suffering, whereas your sword is 
that of the Word, and of apostolic works.” 
She ends: “Farewell, my Brother…distance 
will never be able to separate our souls; 
even death will render our union more inti-
mate.”   

Less resolute than Fr. Roulland, Abbé Mau-
rice Bellière requires spiritual guidance and 
empathy from Thérèse.  She writes to him:  

 

“Ah! My dear little Brother, since it has 
been given to me also to understand the love 
of the Heart of Jesus, I assure you that it has 
chased all fear from my heart. The memory 
of my faults humiliates me, reminding me 
never to rely upon my own strength, which 
is only feebleness; but this reminder speaks 
to me constantly of mercy and love.”  

 

In an effusion of gratitude he responds: “Do 
you know that you open up new horizons for 
me? In your last letter particularly, I find 
insights on the mercy of Jesus, on the famili-
arity that He encourages, on the simplicity in 
the relations of the soul to Almighty God 
which had, until now, scarcely occurred to 
me.”  He ends: “My dear, very dear little 
Sister, I leave you in the Heart of Jesus, 
where I often find you, and where I will 
hope to meet you always.”   
 

Finally, the character and interior life of 
Thérèse emerges in great depth and beau-
ty.  We find that she has not written solely to 
Fathers Roulland and Bellière, but to us, and 
we realize her intercession is ongoing, as she 
says:  

 

“I certainly do not intend to remain inactive 
in Heaven; my desire is to work still for the 
Church and for souls…Are not the Angels 
continually occupied with us, without ever 
ceasing to see the divine Face, losing them-
selves in the boundless ocean of Love? Why 
should Jesus not permit that I should imitate 
them?”   
 

Above Book Review taken from Angelus Press. 
To read at source, visit https://angeluspress.org 
and search title.  
 

https://angeluspress.org
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Is The Mass Non-Essential? 

Liturgy Correspondent  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

From Catholic Herald (with editorial 
comment from Catholic Truth)…  

 

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and holy days will not be restored in time 
for Christmas because of the continuing 
threat from COVID-19.  
Ed:  Gimme a break.  Any “threat” is limited 
to the very old, and even then only those with 
other underlying conditions are at any risk. 
Gerragrip.   

 

The bishops of England and Wales wanted 
to bring back the obligation by the First 
Sunday of Advent but have conceded that 
the pandemic meant it was still too danger-
ous to expect vulnerable people to go to 
church.  
Ed:  Conceded?  To whom? Lazy lay Catho-
lics-in-Name-Only?  Lazy episcopal or clergy 
Catholics-in-Name-Only?  There’s nothing to 
“concede” – the alleged vulnerable (elderly, 
e.g.) are never obliged to attend Mass.  It’s the 
rest of us who are obliged, as if you don’t 
know that.  Some of us haven’t missed a single 
Sunday Mass since the churches were re-
opened (thanks to the 27 Protestant Ministers 
who challenged the Scottish Government in 
court – and won.) So, stop  trying to pull the 
wool.  We’re onto you. The lot of you.   

 

Canon Christopher Thomas, the general 
secretary of the Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales, said the prevalence of 
the virus and the potentially deadly risk of 
infection meant that many people were still 
not free to attend Mass.  
Ed:  Nonsense.  To repeat: that’s no reason to 
ditch the obligation for everyone else.  That 
didn’t used to happen.  Priest: Old Mrs Smith 
isn’t feeling well this week, so the rest of you 
can stay home / support the sports & leisure 
centre / save your local shops. Gerragrip.  

 

It means that this year there will be no 
obligation for Catholics to go to church 
either during Advent or on Christmas Day. 
Ed: Disgraceful.  I can’t find the words to 
express my shock.  But read on – I’ve found 
some…  

 

When asked at a London press conference 
if it would be a sin not to attend Mass on 
the Nativity of the Lord, he replied: “No.” 
Ed:  Pity nobody asked if the bishops were 
guilty of sin by belittling the Sunday obliga-
tion to worship God… or something. There 
has to be an episcopal sin in there somewhere, 
surely?   

 

The bishops are encouraging people who 
are not vulnerable to make going to Mass a 
higher priority on Sundays than “sports or 
shopping”, however.  
Ed:  That’s priceless. The perfectly healthy 
are “encouraged” (not obliged) to put Mass 
over sports or shopping. Shucks. Talk about 

lowering the bar. I don’t drink, but if I could 
find a real bar right now, I’d order a stiff 
whisky or ten.  

 

“The Sunday Eucharist is a gift,” the bish-
ops said in a statement called “Honouring 
Sunday” at the end of their autumn plena-
ry meeting in Leeds, the first they have 
attended in person since the pandemic that 
has killed 144,000 people in the UK.  
Ed:  Oh for the email address of that lucky 
fly on the wall – assuming (perhaps unchari-
tably) that their meeting in Leeds was held at 
some posh venue, nice meal(s) etc. I wonder 
if they discussed where they’d be spending 
Christmas, their preferred main course 
(turkey, chicken or, let  me think.. goose).  

 

“As God’s holy people we are called to 
praise and thank God in the most sublime 
way possible,” they said.  
Ed: That means the Traditional Latin Mass.  

 

“When the Church speaks of the Sunday 
obligation, it reminds us that attending 
Mass is a personal response to the selfless 
offering of Christ’s love.  
Ed:  Attending Mass is a tad more than that, 
to quote the Catechism of the Council of 
Trent: “… it must be taught without any hesi-
tation that, as the holy Council (of Trent) has 
also explained, the sacred and holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass is not a Sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving only, or a mere commemoration 
of the Sacrifice performed on the cross, but 
also truly a propitiatory Sacrifice, by which 
God is appeased and rendered propitious to us. 
If, therefore, with a pure heart, a lively faith, 
and affected with an inward sorrow for our 
transgressions, we immolate and offer this 
most holy victim, we shall, without doubt, 
obtain mercy from the Lord, and grace in time 
of need; for SO delighted is the Lord with the 
door of this victim that, bestowing on us the 
gift of grace and repentance, He pardons our 
sins. Hence this usual prayer of the Church: 
As often as the commemoration of this victim 
is celebrated, so often is the work of our salva-
tion being done; that is to say, through this 
unbloody Sacrifice flow to us the most plente-
ous fruits of that bloody victim.”  Ends.  

 

“At this time, we recognise that for some 
people there may be certain factors which 
hinder attendance at Sunday Mass,” they 
continued. “The pandemic is clearly not 
over.  The risk of infection is still present.  
For some, there is legitimate fear in gath-
ering together.  
Ed:  Except, it seems, for sports, shopping 
and other leisure and social activities.  

 

“As your bishops, we recognise that these 
prevailing circumstances suggest that not 
everyone is yet in the position to fulfil the 
absolute duty to attend freely Sunday 
Mass.”  

Ed:  At the time of this announcement, the 
prevailing circumstances included fewer 
hospitalisations and deaths. No need for any 
fear. Never has been, of course.   

 

“We now encourage all Catholics to look 
again at the patterns which they have 
formed in recent months with regard to 
going to Mass on Sundays,” the bishops 
added. “This would include consideration 
and reflection about what we might do on 
Sundays, such as sports or shopping, or 

other leisure and social activities.  
Ed:  er… if folks are so fearful of “the virus”, 
this deadly virus from which almost 100% of 
those who become infected recover, surely they 
won’t be gathering for sports, shopping or 
other leisure and social activities – although 
the bishops fail to point that out... just sayin’  

 

“This review, and the decisions which arise 
from it, fall to every Catholic and we trust 
this will be done with honesty, motivated by 
a real love for the Lord whom we encounter 
in the Mass.”  

Ed:  Notice that the talk is all about the love of 
the Lord, with no mention of the importance 
of a healthy fear of the Lord.  That’s because 
the bishops don’t appear to have any.  

 

From the early days of the pandemic many 
churches and cathedral (sic) in the UK have 
broadcast live Masses over the internet, and 
such live-streaming permitted many people 
to practise their faith differently, including 
by making acts of “spiritual communion”. 
Ed:  Isn’t it odd that spiritual communions are 
not good enough for those living in manifest 
public sin – they must be admitted to sacra-
mental Holy Communion – but now that it 
makes episcopal and clergy life easier, spiritu-
al communions for all and sundry are all the 
rage.   

 

The bishops said they wanted to make a 
statement about the importance of Sunday 
Mass as people “begin returning to more 
regular patterns of parish life”.   
Ed:  “…the importance of Sunday Mass”… 
yeah right.  The entire statement is saying 
precisely the opposite.   

 

Meanwhile, north of the border…  

 

Scotland’s bishops likewise want everyone 
to enjoy a God-free Christmas. Seems a bit 
extreme, right enough, to drag religion into 
everything, even Christmas. They have 
chosen 2nd January, to reinstate the obliga-
tion. Their equally weak – and revealing – 
Pastoral Letter on the subject is available to 
read on the website of the Scottish Catholic 
Media Officer at https://scmo.org 

Editor writes…  

 

I can’t see a sudden rush of Catholics keen 
to observe the once-sacred Sunday/Holy 
Days’ obligation breaking down their local 
church doors any time soon (or perhaps 
more accurately, ever again) – do you?  I 
think removing the obligation will prove to 
have been the own goal to beat all own 
goals.  Personally, I know of at least two 
people, previously attendees at the Tradi-
tional Latin Mass, who haven’t been back 
since the removal of the obligation.  I doubt 
if they’ll ever return—the original goats in 
the award winning production The Sheep & 
The Goats. Any Catholic who is so terrified 
of this virus and, by extension, possible 
(albeit very remotely possible) death, is 
about as Catholic as the nearest Jehovah’s 
Witness.  And if they’re NOT terrified of a 
“Covid-related death” and have just gotten 
used to a relaxing Sunday without the hassle 
of getting to Mass, then, again, they’re 
about as Catholic as… you’ll get my drift. 

Below, a report from the Catholic Herald 

on the subject of the obligation to attend 

Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  

obligation, which was suspended when 

lockdown was imposed in 2020. Although 

restrictions have been eased or removed 

elsewhere, however, the dispensation from 

the Mass obligation remains... 

https://scmo.org
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In this confusion of ideas (in which some 
Catholics now seem to be quite at ease), 
there is a tendency especially dangerous to 
the Faith, the more so because it masquer-
ades as charity.  The word which appeared 
in 1927 during a congress held at Lausanne, 
Switzerland, would have put Catholics on 
their guard if they had consulted their dic-
tionaries. “Ecumenism: a movement toward 
reunion of all Christian churches in a single 
church.” Now it is clear that we cannot 
combine contradictory principles. We can-
not unite truth and error so as to form one 
thing, except by adopting the error and 
rejecting all or part of the truth. Ecumenism 
is self-condemnatory. 

 

The expression has become so fashionable 
since the last Council that it has slipped into 
everyday speech.  We speak of universal 
ecumenism, of exploratory ecumenism and 
whatever else, to express a taste or a prefer-
ence for diversity and eclecticism. In reli-
gious language ecumenism has recently 
been extended to non-Christian religions 
and translated straightway into action. A 
newspaper in western France gives us a 
perfect example of the way this evolution-
ary process works. In a small parish near 
Cherbourg, the Catholic population showed 
concern for the welfare of the Muslim 
workers who had arrived to work on a 
building site. For this charitable action they 
can only be praised. In the next stage, how-
ever, the Muslims asked for a place to cele-
brate the fast of Ramadan, and the Chris-
tians offered them the basement of their 
church. Then a Koranic school 
opened.  After a couple of years the Chris-
tians invited the Muslims to celebrate 
Christmas with them “around a common 
prayer made up of extracts from the Koran 
and verses from the Gospels.” Misplaced 
charity had led these Christians to come to 
terms with error. 

 

In Lille the Dominicans have offered the 
Muslims a chapel to be turned into a 
mosque.  In Versailles collections have 
been taken up in the churches for the 
“purchase of a place of worship for the 
Muslims.” Two other chapels have been 
handed over at Roubaix and at Marseilles, 
together with a church at Argenteuil. Cath-
olics have become the apostles of the worst 
enemy of the Church of Christ--which is 
what Islam is--and are offering their money 
to Mohammed. It appears that there are 
more than four hundred mosques in France, 
and in many cases Catholics have given the 
money for their construction. 

 

Nowadays all religions have the Freedom 
of the City within the Church.  A French 
cardinal celebrated Mass in the presence of 
some Tibetan monks, dressed in their cere-
monial robes and seated in the front row, 
bowing before them while a commentator 
announced: “The bonzes share with us in 
the Eucharistic celebration.”  In a church at 
Rennes,  worship of Buddha was celebrat-
ed. In Italy, twenty monks were solemnly 

The Confusion of Ecumenism 
 

Taken from Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre:  
 

An Open Letter to Confused Catholics, Chapter 10,  

available to read online at www.sspxasia.com  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

initiated into Zen by a Buddhist. 

 

I could cite endless examples of such syn-
cretism going on around us.  We see asso-
ciations developing, movements being 
born which always seem to find an ecclesi-
astic as leader who wants to join in the 
quest to “blend all spiritualities in love.” 
Or astounding projects like the transfor-
mation of Notre Dame de la Garde (at 
Marseilles) into a place of monotheistic 
worship for Christians, Muslims and Jews, 
a project which fortunately was stopped by 
some groups of lay people. 

 

Ecumenism in the strict sense, i.e., as prac-
tised among Christians, has motivated 
joint Eucharistic celebrations with 
Protestants, such as at Strasbourg.  The 
Anglicans were invited to Chartres Cathe-
dral to celebrate “Eucharistic Commun-
ion.” The only celebration which is not 
allowed, either at Chartres, or at Stras-
bourg, or at Marseilles, is that of Holy 
Mass according to the rite codified by 
Saint Pius V. 

 

What conclusion can be drawn from all 
this by a Catholic who sees Church author-
ities condoning such scandalous ceremo-
nies? If all religions are of equal value, he 
could very well work out his salvation 
with Buddhists or Protestants. He is run-
ning the risk of losing faith in the true  

Church.  This in fact is what is suggested 
to him. They want to submit the Church to 
natural law;  they want to put it on the 
same footing with other religions.  They 
refuse to say--even priests, seminarians 
and seminary professors--that the Catholic 
Church is the only Church, that she pos-
sesses the truth, that she alone is able to 
lead men to salvation through Jesus Christ. 
“The Church is only a spiritual leaven 
within society, but the same as other reli-
gions; a bit more than the others, per-
haps...” They sometimes grant it a slight 
superiority, if you press them. 

 

If this is the case, then the Church is mere-
ly useful; she is no longer indispensable. 
She is only one of the means of salvation. 
We must say it clearly: such a concept is 
radically opposed to Catholic dogma. The 
Church is the one ark of salvation, and we 
must not be afraid to affirm it.  You have 
often heard it said, “Outside the Church 
there is no salvation”-- a dictum which 
offends contemporary minds. It is easy to 
believe that this doctrine is no longer in 
effect, that it has been dropped. It seems 
excessively severe. 

 

Yet nothing, in fact, has changed; nothing 
can be changed in this area. Our Lord did 
not found a number of churches: He 
founded only One.  There is only one 
Cross by which we can be saved, and that 
Cross has been given to the Catholic 
Church. It has not been given to oth-
ers.  To His Church, His mystical bride, 
Christ has given all graces.  No grace in 

the world, no grace in the history of human-
ity is distributed except through her. 

 

Does that mean that no Protestant, no Mus-
lim, no Buddhist or animist will be saved? 
No, it would be a second error to think that. 
Those who cry for intolerance in interpret-
ing St. Cyprian's formula, “Outside the 
Church there is no salvation,” also reject the 
Creed, “I confess one baptism for the remis-
sion of sins,” and are insufficiently instruct-
ed as to what baptism is. There are three 
ways of receiving it: the baptism of water; 
the baptism of blood (that of the martyrs 
who confessed the faith while still catechu-
mens) and baptism of desire. 

 

Baptism of desire can be explicit. Many 
times in Africa I heard one of our catechu-
mens say to me, “Father, baptize me 
straightaway because if I die before you 
come again, I shall go to hell.” I told him 
“No, if you have no mortal sin on your con-
science and if you desire baptism, then you 
already have the grace in you.” 

 

The doctrine of the Church also recogniz-
es implicit baptism of desire.  This consists 
in doing the will of God. God knows all 
men and He knows that amongst 
Protestants, Muslims, Buddhists and in the 
whole of humanity there are men of good 
will. They receive the grace of baptism 
without knowing it, but in an effective way. 
In this way they become part of the Church. 
The error consists in thinking that they are 
saved by their religion.  They are saved in 
their religion but not by it. There is no Bud-
dhist church in heaven, no Protestant 
church. This is perhaps hard to accept, but it 
is the truth. I did not found the Church, but 
rather Our Lord the Son of God.  As priests 
we must state the truth.  

 

But at the cost of what difficulties do people 
in those countries  where Christianity has 
not penetrated come to receive baptism by 
desire! Error is an obstacle to the Holy 
Ghost.  This explains why the Church has 
always sent missionaries into all countries 
of the world, why thousands of them have 
suffered martyrdom. If salvation can be 
found in any religion, why cross the seas, 
why subject oneself to unhealthy climates, 
to a harsh life, to sickness and an early 
death? From the martyrdom of St. Stephen 
onwards (the first to give his life for Christ, 
and for this reason his feast is the day after 
Christmas), the Apostles set out to spread 
the Good News throughout the Mediterrane-
an countries. 

 

Would they have done this if one could be 
saved by worshipping Cybele or by the 
mysteries of Eleusis?  Why did Our Lord 
say to them, “Go and preach the Gospel to 
all nations?” 

Continued on p.15 

https://www.sspxasia.com/Documents/Archbishop-Lefebvre/OpenLetterToConfusedCatholics/index.htm
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It is amazing that nowadays certain people 
want to let everyone find his own way to 
God according to the beliefs prevailing in 
his own “cultural milieu.” A bishop once 
told a priest who wanted to convert the little 
Muslims, “No, teach them to be good Mus-
lims;  that will be much better than making 
Catholics of them.” I am assured and know 
for certain that before the Council the Taizé 
community wanted to abjure their errors and 
become Catholics. The authorities said to 
them, “No, wait. After the Council you will 
be the bridge between Catholics and 
Protestants.”  Those who gave this reply 
took on a great responsibility before God, 
because grace comes often only at a given 
moment; it may perhaps not come again. At 
the present time the brethren of Taizé are 
still outside the Church, sowing confusion in 
the minds of the young people who visit 
them. 

 

I have spoken of the conversions which have 
abruptly fallen in countries like the United 
States--where they used to amount to 
170,000 a year--and Great Britain and Hol-
land. The missionary spirit has faded away 
because of the wrong definition of the 
Church and because of the conciliar declara-
tion on religious liberty of which I must now 
speak. [See chapter 11, Religious Liberty, An 
Open Letter to Confused Catholics]

 

Ecumenism… Continued from p.14  

VATICAN CITY (LifeSiteNews) — Pope 
Francis met with a group of some five 
hundred Lutherans from Germany on 
Monday morning as part of an ecumenical 
pilgrimage called “better together.” The 
statue of Luther erected for the 500th anni-
versary of the Protestant Reformation ap-
peared once again on the stage of the Vati-
can’s Paul VI hall. 

 

The 500 pilgrims, made up of young Cath-
olics and Lutherans from central Germany, 
greeted the Pope with a song. They had 
traveled from Germany to Rome as part of 
a joined initiative of the office for youth 
ministry of the Diocese of Magdeburg and 
the evangelical church of central Germany.  

 

In his address to the pilgrims, the Pope 
first alluded to the group’s previous visit in 
October of 2016, to celebrate the anniver-
sary of the Protestant Reformation.  

 

“Some of you had already taken part in the 
ecumenical pilgrimage ‘with Luther to the 
Pope’ which took place five years ago,” he 
said.                 

Statue of Martin Luther displayed at Vatican for 

second time as pope addresses German 

protestants, Lifesitenews, 26/10/21 

Back in 2016, the sight came as a shock to 
many Catholics because Luther 
was excommunicated and his theses reject-
ed by Pope Leo X in 1520. The split he 
caused in Christianity remains one of the 
most damaging in the Church’s 2,000-year 
history.  

 

Some Catholics have also criticized Pope 
Francis for his approach to ecumenism, 
often citing Pope Pius XI’s encycli-
cal Mortalium Animos which had con-
demned the ecumenical movement of the 
1920s. Others have challenged the synodal 
path Francis praised in his address to the 
Lutheran pilgrims, and have accused it of 
“paving the way towards schism.”  

 

Despite his critics, Francis has continued to 
promote ecumenism throughout his pontifi-
cate. 

Pope Francis Promotes Ecumenism... 

    Continued top of column 3 

Look, these are not real problems. Sure, there are different interpretations of the Scriptures but this is how I see 

it. The Catholics know they’re going to have to stop interpreting some things literally, such as “This is My Body…”  

and “Unless you eat My flesh…”  And us Protestants are going to have to start believing that we just might be 

wrong about some other things, like, “if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out” - there has to be a limit to literal 

interpretation of the Bible:  what do you think, folks—time to throw a Unity in Diversity party? 

St Jude’s Ecumenical Scripture Group—Monthly Meeting... 
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From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

In the spring of 1916, three young  
Portuguese shepherds, Lucy dos Santos and 
her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, led 
their sheep to graze on a hill called the 
Cabeço. Rain began to fall, so the children 
found a place on the hillside to serve as a 
shelter. Even after the rain had passed and 
the sun had returned, the little shepherds 
spent the day at this spot, eating lunch, say-
ing the Rosary and playing games. Lucy was 
then only nine years old, Francisco was 
eight, and Jacinta was six.  

 

As they were playing, a strong wind  
suddenly blew, shaking the trees, and the 
children saw a figure approaching above the 
olive trees. Lucy described the figure as 
having “the appearance of a young man of 
fourteen or fifteen, whiter than snow, which 
the sun rendered transparent as if it were of 
crystal, and of great beauty. We were sur-
prised and half absorbed. We did not say a 
word.   

Fatima: The Angel of Peace... 
“While coming closer to us, the Angel 
said: ‘Do not fear! I am the Angel of 
Peace. Pray with me.’ And kneeling on the 
earth, he bent his forehead to the ground. 
Prompted by a supernatural movement, we 
imitated him and repeated the words which 
we heard him pronounce: ‘ 

 

My God, I believe in Thee, I adore Thee, I 
hope in Thee and I love Thee. I ask pardon 
for all those who do not believe in Thee, do 
not adore Thee, do not hope in Thee and 
do not love Thee.’ 

 

“Having repeated that prayer three times, 
he got up again and said to us: ‘Pray in this 
way. The Hearts of Jesus and Mary are 
attentive to the voice of your supplica-
tions.’ And he disappeared.”    

 

(The above, taken from the website of The 
Fatima Center at www.fatima.org)   

N O T I C E . . .  

This first edition of 2022, is late due to 

unforeseen circumstances, including 

(non-Covid!) illness,  beyond our  

control.  

Thus, the next edition will not be  

published in March, but in April.  

Thereafter we hope to return to our 

regular bi-monthly publication.  

Please accept my apologies for any 

inconvenience—Ed. 

 

There has been a deafening silence from the 
Catholic hierarchy across the world 
throughout the pandemic “emergency” in 
terms of its spiritual and religious signifi-
cance. Far from recognising its spiritual and 
religious significance, not least in relation 
to the Fatima apparitions in 1917, the 
shocking response of the clergy has been to 
shut down churches and effectively declare 
God “non-essential.”  

 

This scandalous complicity has extended to 
the occupiers of the  “lifeboat” (the bishops 
and priests of the Society of St Pius X) who 
are credited by many of us as having been, 
literally, Heaven-sent to see us through the 
wider (Modernist) crisis in the Church since 
the latter part of the 20th century.  Maybe a 
priest or bishop somewhere has made the 
spiritual and religious connection in their 
pulpit, but I’ve asked around and it seems 
I’m not the only person to have missed it.  

Add to this the silence from the Fatima 
Center in Canada and we’re entitled to ask 
questions.  

 

From the get-go Catholic Truth recognised 
the Fatima warning about the spread of 
Communism across the world in this pan-
demic,  quoting, more than once, the words 
of Sister Lucia to the American historian 
Professor William Thomas Walsh, that, 
unless the Consecration of Russia is com-
pleted as requested by Our Lady, then that 
“error of Russia” will spread to every nation 
in the world.  

 

Atheistic totalitarian governance is the very 
definition of Communism and if that’s not 
what we are witnessing right now, would 
someone like to explain to me what IS it 
that’s happening?  

 

Our freedoms curtailed and removed in 
order to minimise the spread of a flu virus 
from which 99.97% of those who become 

infected, recover?  Nothing more than 
that?  Really?   

 

As the silence from bishops and priests, 
including so-called traditionalist groups 
deepens, so does the modernist crisis in the 
Church where there is an equally loud 
silence. Pulpits are very quiet places these 
days.   

 

The planned ordination of an openly and 
actively homosexual man for the Diocese 
of Motherwell is the latest scandal (of 
which we are aware) to hit the faithful.  
This, remember, is the same diocese where 
the bishop promised a full investigation 
into the claims of widespread homosexual-
ity, made in Fr Matthew Despard’s book 
Priesthood in Crisis. We’re still waiting. 
Indeed, instead of launching that promised 
investigation, the bishop has decided to 
ordain yet another homosexual, dismissing 
the credible reports put to him about the 
now Deacon Christopher Morris (see p.2).  

The state of the Church in Scotland has 
been dire now, for many years.  It’s almost 
impossible to over-state the situation 
where a priest warning of homosexual 
infestation within the priesthood remains 
suspended while the bishop prepares to 
ordain another known homosexual man.  

 

For now, all any of us can do is to pray and 
do penance and keep ourselves informed. 
We must take advantage of every oppor-
tunity to speak up, to exercise our prophet-
ic Confirmation duty which means  
warning  others of the spiritual, religious 
and moral dangers afflicting the Body of 
Christ today. To quote Bishop Fulton 
Sheen:  
 

Who’s going to save our Church? It’s not 
our bishops, it’s not our priests and it is 
not the religious. It is up to you, the peo-
ple. You have the minds, the eyes and the 
ears to save the Church. Your mission is to 
see that the priests act like priests, your 
bishops act like bishops, and the religious 
act like religious.”  (Shrine of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA, 28 May, 1972)   


