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Priests Suffering “False Allegations” -  
Are they right to issue legal threats designed to prevent 

publicity?  Is this the Catholic way?  

 

Editor 
One of the greatest pastors in the history of 
the Church, St. John Vianney, the patron 
saint of parish priests - the Curé d’Ars - 
had one all-consuming desire, that is, to 
help his parishioners become holy:  “My 
God, grant me the conversion of my par-
ish; I am willing to suffer all my life what-
soever it may please thee to lay upon me; 
yes, even for a hundred years I am pre-
pared to endure the sharpest pains, only 
let my people be converted.”   

 

This may sound crazy to the outside world. 
Someone inviting suffering on himself? 
Most of us do everything we can to avoid 
pain, suffering, or even a little discomfort. 
But as Catholics, we know that our suffer-
ing is not pointless, that it can be redemp-
tive, offered up to God as a sacrifice for 
the sake of others… suffering can produce 
good if we endure it, allow it to purify us...   

 

St. John Vianney had plenty of opportuni-
ties to “offer up” his suffering. When he 
arrived at his parish in 1818 almost no-
body cared what this new priest had to say. 
Even though he would spend up to seven 
hours writing his homilies, he faced what 
we might delicately call a “difficult” 
crowd of listeners. They entered late and 
left early, banging the loud door each time. 
They whispered to each other throughout 
his homily and yawned noisily. Some pa-
rishioners liked to mock the priest’s voice 
and mannerisms. But that still didn’t shake 
his commitment: “When I preach, I speak 
to people who are either deaf or asleep, but 
when I pray, I speak to the God who is not 
deaf.”  

 

Even with this heroic degree of sacrifice, it 
took a long while to see any change. Be-
sides their deplorable behaviour at Mass, 
John’s parishioners accused him of de-
bauchery, wrote songs to taunt him, and 
threw mud and hung crude posters on his 
rectory door. They sent hateful letters to 
his bishop about him. One woman even 
falsely accused him of fathering her child. 
His only response to this vehemence? “We 
must pray for them.”  

 

(The above extracts taken from article: Offer 
up your suffering like St. John Vianney,  
Catholic Herald, Diocese of Madison, USA, 
6/9/18)    

There is a lot of emphasis on so-called 
“safeguarding” in the Church today, the 
buzzword of the hierarchy in response to  
the sex-abuse scandals of various types 
(children, men, women, you-name-it) by 
clergy. However, just how “safe” are the 
faithful, really?  Living in the “age of com-
munications”, with news from around the 
world coming into their living rooms 24/7, 
they could be forgiven for assuming that if 
their priests were living double-lives, they’d 
soon hear about it.   

 

Thus, some in the Archdiocese of Glasgow 
might not be best pleased to discover that 
priests who had contacted Catholic Truth 
with allegations against their parish priest, 
claiming that he was in a “de facto marriage 
with his resident housekeeper”, she who had 
moved with him from parish to parish over 
a period of years, were unable to blow the 
whistle publicly themselves for fear they 
would be “cancelled”, and no longer able to 
operate as priests. Those same lay people 
might be further shocked that Catholic 
Truth has been advised not to publish the 
allegations either, following a threatening 
legal letter. More cover-up. Whatever hap-
pened to all the promises of “transparency” 
which follow every scandal?  In any event, 
reflect: is a legal threat ever the way to go, 
especially if there is no truth in the claims?  
Of course not. It is not the Catholic way.  

 

So, as we did with the (similar) scandal at 
the Sacred Heart, we’ll be keeping a close 
eye on that parish, in the spirit of there  
being more than one way to skin a cat.  
 
For more on this theme, see p.6.  

 

“Whoever wishes to come after Me 

must deny himself, take up his cross, 

and follow Me” (Mt 16:24)  

Honouring the Sacred Heart of  

Jesus in the month of June... 
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Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The following is taken from the website 
of catholictradition.org  

This is a little extract  culled from Father 
Cirrincione's booklet, Fatima’s Message For 
Our Times,  published by TAN Books, the 
part that concerns the Church: to show that 
priests, bishops and all other consecrated 
souls—particularly and most especially— 
need a powerful prayer life—to live their 
particular Christian vocations most effec-
tively, but also, though perhaps to a some-
what lesser degree, that lay people too are 
under exactly the same moral imperative. 
Officially the traditional Catholic prayers 
and devotional practices have not been 
abandoned, but they actually have been 
abandoned by many in the Church, a fact 
too palpable to require illustration, and this 
very abandonment of our prayer and  
devotional traditions, he claims, is the  
fundamental cause of much of the malaise 
in the Church and in the world.  

 

In addition to the traditional devotions of 
the Sacred and Immaculate Hearts, the  
Fatima reparation plan, and the Rosary, 
Father Cirrincione calls for a return to  
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

From the pen of Fr. Cirrincione:  

 

A day or so after Our Lord's Baptism by St. 
John the Baptist, as Jesus walked by, John 
said to two of His disciples: "Behold the 
Lamb of God." The two disciples were 
Andrew and John the Evangelist, the latter 
of whom tells the story in the Fourth Gos-
pel. They decided to follow Jesus. When the 
Master sensed they were following Him, He 
turned and said to them, "What is it you 
seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi, where 
dwellest Thou?" He said to them, "Come 
and see." They came and saw where He was 
staying, and they stayed with Him that day: 
John adds, "It was about the tenth hour [i.e., 
4 PM]. . . At His invitation they spent some 
hours with Him where He was dwelling, 
and when they left Him, they were changed 
men. They could not wait to tell others 
about Him. Among those Andrew sought 
out was his brother Simon. "We have found 
the Messiah," he told him, and led him to 
Jesus.  

 

Were we to ask Jesus today, "Where 
dwellest Thou?" what would He answer but, 
"Come and see." And where would He lead 
us but to where He dwells in our midst, day 
in and day out, namely, the Tabernacle! 
Where else could we spend unlimited time 
in His company? Where else could we be 
converted to Him so thoroughly that our 
first impulse would be to tell others about 
Him? Where else are vocations discovered, 
discipleship established, and missionary 
zeal fired up?     

 

The spiritual benefits of intimate  
association with the Master present in the  

Fatima, the Church and  
THE PRIESTHOOD  

 

Msgr. Joseph Cirrincione, RIP 

Tabernacle are such a proven fact that one 
wonders how any consecrated soul could 
be unaware of it. Yet, here too, the Gospels 
throw light on the subject, for the failure to 
watch and pray is not without precedent in 
Our Lord's lifetime.  

 

In His discourse at the Last Supper, Jesus 
spoke to the Apostles of His imminent 
departure. At one point He said: "And 
where I go you know, and the way you 
know."    

 

Thomas spoke up and said: "Lord; we do 
not know where thou art going, and how 
can we know the way?" Jesus answered, "I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father but through Me. If 
you had known Me, you would also have 
known My Father: And henceforth you do 
know Him and you have seen Him."    

 

Then Philip spoke up and said: "Lord, 
show us the Father and it is enough for us." 
To which Jesus replied: "Have I been so 
long a time with you and you have not 
known Me? Philip, he who sees Me sees 
also the Father." It was obviously a source 
of sorrow to Jesus that after three years 
these men, whom He had just ordained 
priests, saw Him but did not see the Father 
in Him—as it must also be a source of 
sorrow for Him today that there are priests 
who see and handle the Sacred Host that 
they place and that reposes in the  
Tabernacle, but do not see Him.    

 

How carefully the Master had sought to 
prepare them for the events to take place 
that very night. "I am the bread of life," He 
had said in the synagogue at Capharnaum, 
the day after the multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes, "If anyone eat of this 
bread, he shall live forever; and the bread 
that I will give is My Flesh for the life of 
the world . . . He who eats My Flesh and 
drinks My Blood, abides in me and I in 
him."   

 

The Twelve had all heard these words spo-
ken, for they could never forget the crisis 
they had caused among His followers. That 
was the day when many of His followers, 
finding His words a "hard saying," left Him 
and no longer walked with Him. [John 6: 
61, 67] -  the same day that Peter, speaking 
for all Twelve, had pledged their loyalty 
when he said, "Lord, to whom shall we go. 
Thou hast the words of eternal life." Now, 
at the Last Supper their faith had been vin-
dicated, as Jesus had changed bread and 
wine into His Body and Blood and had 
given Himself to them in this form as spir-
itual food and drink. In the hush of the 
spell that gripped them in the ensuing mo-
ments, Jesus pleaded for their abiding un-
ion with Him, saying, "I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He who abides in Me and 
I in him, he bears much fruit; for without 
Me you can do nothing."  

 

 

As the Master spoke on, it seemed at one 
point that they had begun to understand 
what He wanted them to see, for they said: 
"Behold, now Thou speakest plainly, and 
utterest no parable. Now we know that Thou 
knowest all things, and dost not need anyone 
should question Thee. For this reason we 
believe that Thou comest forth from God." 
 

But Jesus was not lulled by these words into 
false optimism, for He replied: "Do you now 
believe? Behold the hour is coming, and has 
already come for you to be scattered, each 
one to his own house, and to leave Me 
alone."     

 

The Apostles meant well, but like Peter, 
who earlier in the evening had pledged to 
lay down his life for the Master, they were 
all too sure of themselves, too confident in 
their ability to cope with and handle any 
problem.     

 

Not surprisingly, then, when later in  
Gethsemane Jesus warned them to "pray," 
that they might not enter into temptation, 
they took His advice lightly and soon were 
fast asleep. Not even when He returned to 
them and reproached them, saying, "Could 
you not then watch one hour with Me? 
Watch and pray, that you may not enter into 
temptation . . ." not even then did they 
"watch and pray." They awoke and became 
alert only when they heard a commotion and 
Jesus, with unmistakable sadness in His 
voice, spoke His last words to them before 
His death: "Sleep ye now and take your rest; 
behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
man shall be betrayed into the hands of  
sinners." [Matt. 26: 45]   

 

Monsignor Cirrincione (Diocese of  
Rochester, New York) died 21/11/02, age 92 

At His invitation they spent 

some hours with Him where He 

was dwelling, and when they 

left Him, they were  

changed men.  
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Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Extracts from the Life of Saint 

John Bosco 

Priest and Educator 

Part 1: Young John Bosco 
 
God, it is said, sends the world saints when 
they are most needed-not men and women of 
"general holiness," but specialized experts 
who fit into the pattern of the times and are 
capable of giving God's tone to their century. 
And so it was that on August 16, I8I5 when 
one era was closing in Europe with the exile 
of Napoleon, and the Industrial Revolution 
was clanging another open, "a man was sent 
by God whose name was John." He came to 
the scrubby stone cottage of Francis and 
Margaret Bosco on the hills of Becchi, at the 
foot of the Italian Alps. "A fine healthy ba-
by," the neighbors all agreed, "fit for the soil, 
to take his father's place on the old home-
stead." But no one went further than that in 
predicting the child's future. 

 

Francis died only two years after John's birth, 
leaving Margaret to raise three boys by her-
self.  She taught them that they each needed 
to carry his weight and help with the upkeep 
of their home and farm.  There were house 
chores to do, firewood to cut and gather, 
fields to plow, and crops to tend. Little John 
and his older brother Joseph, supervised by 
their stepbrother Anthony, tackled the end-
less work with energy.  Margaret taught them 
that work was a privilege and that joy would 
make the work lighter. She was a woman of 
character and tenderness. All who knew her 
called her Mama Margaret. Fathomless was 
the love she showed her sons, not in coddling 
words but in deeds; innumerable were the 
lessons in upright living, Christian fortitude, 
and fear of God, which she taught by her 
example. A pillar of goodness, she stood 
before them as sturdy as the very Alps.  At 
her knee John first heard the voice of the 
Master calling him to a special assign-
ment.  It was a low insistent voice, an urge 
that once in a while manifested itself in a 
sudden outburst, like the time Margaret and 
John were walking along the countryside and 
met one of the local priests.   

 

"Hello, Father," cried the boy, to be acknowl-
edged only by a curt bow of the head.  Deep-
ly hurt, he complained that the priest had hurt 
his feelings.  

 

"When I grow up," he told his astonished 
mother, "I'm going to be a priest, and I'll talk 
to children all the time, and I'll do everything 
for them!"  

Again the voice urged John to go among 
the farm boys, not just as a playmate but as 
a leader.  More than once he came home 
with a battered cheek or torn shirt and in 
explanation would say, "But, Mama, those 
boys aren't really bad.  They just don't 
have a good mother like I have, and they 
don't know their catechism, and their par-
ents don't take them to church. When I'm 
with them, they behave better. Please, Ma-
ma, may I go with them?"  

 

Soon the child took over completely, as 
God's plan called for. He learned the tricks 
of magic from traveling showmen.  He 
juggled.  He walked the tightrope.  Then he 
opened his own carnival show.  Admission: 
one rosary to be recited by all spectators; 
added attraction: the Sunday sermon, re-
peated by the little ringmaster.  The show 
grounds were the field in front of the house, 
where Margaret Bosco often watched her 
son at work and wondered what might 
come of it all. 
 
Part 2:  The Call  

When John was nine, the Master called him 
openly.  A mission as important as his 
could not be left to a mere urge. In a 
"dream," John found himself fighting a 
large crowd of rowdy lads who were curs-
ing and carrying on abominably.  He tried 
to stop them, but they refused to listen to 
him.  Suddenly, a Man appeared, who mo-
tioned to John and said, "Not with punches 
will you help these boys, but with goodness 
and kindness!" "Who are you?" gasped the 
astonished boy.  

 

Then a Woman appeared. Putting her arms 
around him, she said, "Watch what I do, 
John." John looked. The boys changed to a 
pack of snarling wild animals whose growls 
sent terror to his heart. Then the woman put 
out her hand. The beasts changed again, to 
a frolicking flock of lambs.  

 

"But what does it all mean? I'm just a farm 
boy. What can I do?" He burst into tears.  

 

The Lady's answer came to him, ever to 
resound in his heart, to be repeated audibly 
several times in his life, "This is the field of 
your work. Be humble, steadfast, and 
strong!'"  

 

John now knew his vocation.  

 

But the priesthood meant studies, and there 
was no money on the Bosco farm. Even 
school was almost impossible. Due to the 
goodness of a farmer who taught him, John 
learned to read and write and do sums at 
the age of eight.  His first schooling came 
the next year, when he hiked some three 
miles every morning to the country school 
of a priest. But the increasing hostility of 
his stepbrother, not pacified by John's  
attempts to put in extra hours on the farm, 
made life at home unbearable.   

And so, for the sake of domestic peace, 
Margaret Bosco divided the paltry estate 
left by her husband and allowed her young-
est son to go to Castelnuovo to attend public 
school and board with a good family she 
knew.  Alone in the town, John soon 
learned the hardships of an orphan's 
life.  He worked after school to support 
himself.  Though he was only 15, he  
laboured in a blacksmith shop, then as a 
tailor, a waiter, a pin-boy in a bowling alley, 
a shoemaker--anything to get a few pennies 
and ease his mother's burden.   

 

At school he did exceptionally well.  True, 
teacher and classmates had looked upon 
him as a country dolt in the beginning, but 
his brilliant memory and steadfast applica-
tion soon won him everyone's respect.  In 
one year he was ready for secondary stud-
ies.  

 

As we look back over the records, we find 
that John did three years of high school in 
one scholastic year and one summer. How 
he ever succeeded is quite unimaginable, 
unless we take into account his exceptional 
memory and intensive study habits.  

 

Throughout his school work John did not 
lose sight of his vocation which was now, 
more than ever, an actual conviction. "I'm 
going to be a priest," he told his friends, 
"and I'm going to give my life to the care of 
boys!"   

 

By 1835, when John was 20, he was ready 
for the seminary, taking with him an envia-
ble record for excellence in studies, a repu-
tation for solid piety, and the friendship of 
countless people in many walks of life. 
Prominent among them was a young priest, 
Father Cafasso, now St. Joseph Cafasso, 
John's confessor, who best understood him 
and helped him to interpret God's plan. 

Part 3: John Bosco's Ministry Begins 

On June 5, 1841, John was ordained to the 
priesthood in Turin.  He celebrated his first 
Mass the next day in the church of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi.  "During my first Mass," he 
said, "I asked for the gift of efficacy of 
speech, and I think I got it!"   

 

With ordination came the release of a  
powerful spiritual energy, which, joined to 
his rare human gifts, was calculated to exert 
a lasting influence on modern youth. 

To read above extracts in full, and/or to 

listen to the audiobooks, visit  

The Life Story of St. John Bosco 

(Biography of Don Bosco) | Salesian Fami-

ly of Don Bosco (donboscowest.org)  

http://donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
http://donboscowest.org/saints/donbosco
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Bad Priests—A Sign of God’s Wrath 

Good Priests—A Sign of God’s Mercy 
St John Eudes 

Bad priests are a sign of God’s anger 

“THE MOST EVIDENT MARK of God’s 
anger and the most terrible castigation He 
can inflict upon the world are manifested 
when He permits His people to fall into the 
hands of clerics’ who are priests more in 
name than in deed, priests who practice the 
cruelty of ravening wolves rather than the 
charity and affection of devoted shepherds.  

 

Instead of nourishing those committed to 
their care, they rend and devour them brutal-
ly. Instead of leading their people to God, 
they drag Christian souls into hell in their 
train. Instead of being the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, they are its innoc-
uous poison and its murky darkness.  

 

St. Gregory the Great says that priests and 
pastors will stand condemned before God as 
the murderers of any souls lost through ne-
glect or silence. Tot occidimus, quot ad mor-
tem ire tepidi et tacentes videmus.  
 

Elsewhere St. Gregory asserts that nothing 
more angers God than to see those whom He 
set aside for the correction of others, give 
bad example by a wicked and depraved life.’  

 

Instead of preventing offenses against His 
Majesty, such priests become themselves the 
first to persecute Him, they lose their zeal 
for the salvation of souls and think only of 
following their own inclinations. Their af-
fections go no farther than earthly things, 
they eagerly bask in the empty praises of 
men, using their sacred ministry to serve 
their ambitions, they abandon the things of 
God to devote themselves to the things of 
the world, and in their saintly calling of 
holiness, they spend their time in profane 
and worldly pursuits.  

 

When God permits such things, it is a very 
positive proof that He is thoroughly angry 
with His people, and is visiting His most 
dreadful anger upon them. That is why He 
cries unceasingly to Christians:  

 

“Return, 0 ye revolting children . . . and 
I will give you pastors according to my own 
heart” (Jer. 3, 14-15).  

 

Thus, irregularities in the lives of priests 
constitute a scourge visited upon the people 
in consequence of sin.’  

Good priests are a sign of God’s mercy  

 

St John Eudes then goes on to examine the 
signs of good priests, and their value in 
God’s sight. Below, some of the qualities of 
good priests which are a sign of divine 
grace…   

 

“ON THE OTHER HAND, the greatest 
effect of God’s mercy, the most precious 
grace He bestows upon mankind, is to send 
worthy priests, men after His own heart, 
seeking only His glory and the salvation 
of souls. The greatest blessing that God 
bestows upon a church, the most signal 
manifestation of divine grace, is to have a 
saintly shepherd, be he bishop or priest. 
This is indeed the grace of graces and the 
most priceless of all gifts for it includes 
within itself every other blessing and grace. 
What is a priest after God’s heart? He is an 
inestimable treasure containing an immensi-
ty of good things.  

 

He is an ever burning and shining light set 
in the candelabra of Mother Church, burn-
ing before God and shining before men: 
burning in his own love for God, shining by 
his charity for his fellow man; burning with 
the perfection of his inner life, shining by 
the perfection of his exterior deportment; 
burning in fervent prayer for his people, 
shining by his preaching of the word of 
God.   

 

The priest is a sun cheering the world by his 
presence and bearing. He brings heavenly 
blessings into every heart. He dispels the 
ignorance and darkness of error and radiates 
on every side bright beams of celestial light. 
He extinguishes sin and gives life and grace 
to the multitudes. He imparts new life to 
the weak, inflames the lukewarm, fires 
more ardently those who are aglow with the 
sacred flame of divine love.  

 

He is an angel purifying, illuminating and 
perfecting the souls that God has entrusted 
to him. He is a seraph sent by God to teach 
men the science of salvation which is con-
cerned only with knowing and lov-
ing Almighty God and His Divine Son, 
Jesus Christ. The priest is an archangel and 
a prince of the heavenly militia, waging 
constant war against the devil who strives 
to drag countless souls into the depths of 
hell.  

 

He is a captain in the mighty army of God, 
always ready to battle for the glory of God 
and the defence of Holy Mother Church.  
He is ever prepared to lay siege to the 
world, the flesh and the devil. For him 
the conquest of kingdoms means only the 
salvation of souls, for each soul is a king-
dom more precious than all the empires of 
the world. 

Bad priests drag Christian souls 
into hell... Instead of being the salt 
of the earth and the light of the 
world, they are its poison.   

Good priests seek only the salvation 
of souls... each soul is a kingdom 
more precious than all the empires 
of the world. 

The extracts in columns two and three 
opposite, are taken from the writings 
of St John Eudes, in his classic work:  
‘The Priest: His Dignity and Obliga-
tions’ , Chapter 11, Qualities of a 
Priest…  
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Traditionis Custodes 
Pope Francis’s Moto Proprio on the Traditional Latin Mass  

“a severe and revolutionary action” - Cardinal Burke*... 

Liturgical Correspondent 

From the Una Voce Scotland website - 

The Latin Mass Society equivalent north of the 

border…  

In response to Pope Francis’s wishes  
expressed in Traditionis Custodes, it was 
announced at Mass this morning that the 
Saturday 10am Traditional Latin Mass at  
St Brigid’s Toryglen [Glasgow] will be 
discontinued after the 7th May.  
The Sunday 9.30am Mass continues as 
normal.  
Ed:  Er… It continues - for now.  Stay awake!   

On 16 July, 2021,Pope Francis issued Traditionis Custodes (Guardians of Tradition) his 

now infamous Motu Proprio (a document written on his own initiative) imposing entirely 

unprecedented restrictions on the ancient Latin Mass.  See below ... 

From Traditionis Custodes… 

...I have considered it appropriate to estab-
lish the following:  

 

Art. 1. The liturgical books promulgated by 
Saint Paul VI and Saint John Paul II, in 
conformity with the decrees of Vatican 
Council II, are the unique expression of 
the lex orandi of the Roman Rite. 
Ed: i.e. the new Mass.  

 

Art. 2. It belongs to the diocesan bishop, as 
moderator, promoter, and guardian of the 
whole liturgical life of the particular Church 
entrusted to him, to regulate the liturgical 
celebrations of his diocese. Therefore, it is 
his exclusive competence to authorize the 
use of the 1962 Roman Missal in his  
diocese, according to the guidelines of the  
Apostolic See. 
Ed: This is a return to the situation prior to Pope 
Benedict’s Motu Proprio, Summorum Pontifi-
cum which released the bishop from having to 
“authorise” the ancient rite. If a priest decided 
to offer it, he could do so, without seeking per-
mission from his bishop.  

 

Art. 3. The bishop of the diocese in which 
until now there exist one or more groups 
that celebrate according to the Missal ante-
cedent to the reform of 1970:  
 

§ 1. is to determine that these groups do not 
deny the validity and the legitimacy of the 
liturgical reform, dictated by Vatican  
Council II and the Magisterium of the Su-
preme Pontiffs; 
Ed: This is reminiscent of the unfounded claim 
that we must “accept the Council”, when we 
must only accept that part of the Council, in-
cluding liturgical reform, which harmonises 
with the Church’s key mission, to save souls. We 
are never obliged to “accept” or “obey” anything 
which our Catholic sense and the advice of those 
with authoritative pastoral responsibility for our 
spiritual well-being, indicates is a danger to 
souls.   

 

§ 2. is to designate one or more locations 
where the faithful adherents of these groups 
may gather for the eucharistic celebration 
(not however in the parochial churches and 
without the erection of new personal  
parishes); 
Ed: You may still gather for the Traditional 
Latin Mass (TLM), just not in your parish 
church anymore. Justice & Peace, anyone?  

 

§ 3. to establish at the designated locations 
the days on which eucharistic celebrations 
are permitted using the Roman Missal prom-
ulgated by Saint John XXIII in 1962. In 
these celebrations the readings are  
proclaimed in the vernacular language,  
using translations of the Sacred Scripture 
approved for liturgical use by the respective 
Episcopal Conferences; 
Ed: The readings have always, in my experience, 

been read in the vernacular, after having been 
read in Latin. Those of us with missals can 
read the vernacular translation published oppo-
site the Latin. We then listen to the readings in 
the vernacular again when the priest reads 
them before giving his sermon. So we have the 
scripture readings twice!   

 

§ 4. to appoint a priest who, as delegate of 
the bishop, is entrusted with these celebra-
tions and with the pastoral care of these 
groups of the faithful. This priest should be 
suited for this responsibility, skilled in the 
use of the Missale Romanum antecedent to 
the reform of 1970, possess a knowledge of 
the Latin language sufficient for a thorough 
comprehension of the rubrics and liturgical 
texts, and be animated by a lively pastoral 
charity and by a sense of ecclesial com-
munion. This priest should have at heart 
not only the correct celebration of the litur-
gy, but also the pastoral and spiritual care 
of the faithful; 
Ed:  No comment.   

 

§ 5. to proceed suitably to verify that the 
parishes canonically erected for the benefit 
of these faithful are effective for their spir-
itual growth, and to determine whether or 
not to retain them;  
Ed:  No comment.   

 

§ 6. to take care not to authorize the  
establishment of new groups. 
Ed:  A clear intention to eliminate the TLM.  

 

Art. 4. Priests ordained after the  
publication of the present Motu Proprio, 
who wish to celebrate using the Missale 
Romanum of 1962, should submit a formal 
request to the diocesan Bishop who shall 
consult the Apostolic See before granting 
this authorization. 
Ed: This is the same aim (eliminate the TLM), 
different tactic. So, a seminarian, looking for-
ward to learning and offering the TLM once 
ordained, is possibly, if not likely, going to meet 
with obstacles.  

 

Art. 5. Priests who already celebrate ac-
cording to the Missale Romanum of 1962 
should request from the diocesan Bishop 
the authorization to continue to enjoy this 
faculty. 
Ed: Same aim (eliminate the TLM), another 
tactic. Priests, released from seeking permission 
following Pope Benedict’s Motu Proprio 
Summorum Pontificum, are back where they 
started—asking permission, from often hostile 
bishops, to do what priests did routinely for 
centuries.  

 

Art. 6. Institutes of consecrated life and 
Societies of apostolic life, erected by the 
Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei, fall 
under the competence of the Congregation 
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Soci-
eties for Apostolic Life. 
Ed: No comment. 

Art. 7. The Congregation for Divine  
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments and the Congregation for Institutes of  
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic 
Life, for matters of their particular  
competence, exercise the authority of the 
Holy See with respect to the observance of 
these provisions. 
Ed: No comment.   

 

Art. 8. Previous norms, instructions,  
permissions, and customs that do not  
conform to the provisions of the  
present Motu Proprio are abrogated. 
Ed: So, that’s Pope Benedict telt! Summorum 
Pontificum  was so patchily implemented in 
Scotland, anyway, that whenever I mention it to 
Catholics here in Glasgow, they reply “Some 
more what?!”   

 

Everything that I have declared in this  
Apostolic Letter in the form of Motu  
Proprio, I order to be observed in all its 
parts… entering immediately in force and 
that it be published in the official  
Commentary of the Holy See, Acta Apostol-
icae Sedis.  (Given at Rome, at Saint John 
Lateran, on 16 July 2021, the liturgical 
Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in 
the ninth year of Our Pontificate.) 

*Cardinal Burke: Traditionis Custodes is a 

‘severe and revolutionary action’ by the Pope 
against tradition, Lifesitenews, 26/7/21.  

How is Traditionis Custodes 

Affecting the TLM in Scotland?  

 

One of the Scottish Bishops 

has reacted publicly to “that 

awful document”…   

      See Feature Letter, p.8 

Meanwhile, down the map a bit, in the 
Archdiocese of Glasgow, things don’t 
look quite so good... 
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Exposing Double-Living Clergy 

Safety on the road - 
to earthly destination… 

Crime Commissioner hits back at claims of 
‘immoral’ naming and shaming.  

Staffordshire’s Police and Crime Commis-
sioner has hit back at claims naming people 
charged with drink-driving is “immoral”. 

 

Leading lawyer Nick Freeman – nicknamed 
‘Mr Loophole’ – said that police forces who 
adopted the tactic were playing “judge and 
jury”: “I cannot imagine that the releasing 
of these names is a deterrent for anybody, so 
the decision to do so astounds me,” he  
explained. “It is simply not in the public 
interest…” 

But Staffordshire Police and Crime Com-
missioner Matthew Ellis has hit back at the 
claims. “Mr Freeman said it’s immoral that 
the police are naming drink-drivers after 
they’ve been charged but I think it’s  
immoral to miss any opportunity to poten-
tially save just one life,” he said. “Mr Free-
man has obviously earned his nickname, Mr 
Loophole, for a reason. But legal loopholes 
are no solace for families who have lost 
dear ones through injuries caused by drink-
drivers. Staffordshire Police [is] about sav-
ing lives and keeping our roads 
safe.” (Lichfield Live, News, 1/1/14)  

There you have it—a clear-cut case for 
naming drivers who are causing danger on 
the roads, says the Staffordshire Police and 
Crime Commissioner—that is, if the aim is 
to “save lives”.   
 

Given that our bodily lives are going to end 
some day anyway, that’s interesting. We’re 
all going to die, so the police tactic of 
“naming and shaming” is merely (possibly) 
extending the length of the lives of those 
who may otherwise die prematurely due to 
the criminal behaviour of a drunk driver.   

 

If, however, our lives were not going to end, 
if we were destined to live forever, unless 
we were physically killed by another, wheth-
er deliberately or accidentally, then the 
Crime Commissioner’s critics might have a 
point.  Why name and shame, instead of 
merely providing corrective disciplines, 
perhaps education courses rather than pub-
licly name offenders?  

 

If time is of the essence, though… if we only 
have one short life which we want to pre-
serve and enjoy, then surely the naming and 
shaming of drunk drivers is, indeed, justifia-
ble.  

Safety on the road - 
to eternal destination... 

In terms of the supernatural life of the 
immortal soul, however, there is every  
justification for naming those in positions 
of spiritual and moral authority who lead 
people astray; there should be no hiding 
place for those who –by word and/or ex-
ample—lead souls on the path to eternal 
death.  In our time, priests and bishops 
across the western world have hit the tab-
loid headlines, causing scandal upon scan-
dal by their immoral behaviour. We’ve 
read about financial scandals—i.e. the 
worldly clergy version of robbing Peter to 
pay (“Father”) Paul—as well as the utterly 
way-beyond-shocking child abuse cases.  
To boot, there has been a plethora of  
various types of sexual scandals, for years 
now.  

 

Clerics engaging in affairs with both men 
and women have sullied the reputation of 
the once admired Catholic priesthood, and 
brought about a manifest reduction in the 
life of grace in the Church. The current 
dissolute priesthood has led to widespread 
loss of faith, with the clergy more afraid of 
a drink-driving criminal conviction in this 
life than the loss of their place in Heaven 
in the next.  

Yet, Christ Himself teaches that we must 
be prepared to sacrifice this temporal life 
for eternal safety:  "If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow Me. For he that will 
save his life will lose it, but he that will 
lose his life for My sake will find it. For 
what doth it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world, and suffer the loss of his own 
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his own soul?" (Matthew 16:24-26)    

Practical Theology... 

Back in 2007 we published the names of 
priests engaging in affairs—one shocking 
scandal where a family was broken up  
following the wife’s affair with a priest. 
Several actively homosexual priests were 
also named in that edition—each one of 
whom went to The Times to “name and 
shame” Catholic Truth, in the person of my 
unworthy self, for “outing them” - despite 
the fact that they were well and truly 
“outed” already, which was how we came 
to learn about their double-lives.  Now, 
some years on, every one of those scoun-
drels has abandoned his alleged vocation.   

 

Two things which I’ve never revealed about 
that expose, until now, is firstly that I be-
came the target of an intense hate campaign 
which led to one of our donors insisting on 
funding a private detective in order to trace 
the identities of those determined to make 
my life a misery.  It worked.  One of the 
priests involved received a visit from that 
wonderful detective and took to the tele-
phone, as the masses today “take to Twit-
ter”, to verbally savage me after he’d shown 
the detective the (quickest) way out.  

 

Then, the good news: Catholics in the USA 
reading the reports in The Times, (there 
were two, days apart) understood what was 
going on immediately, and invited me to 
join them for a small—very enjoyable—
conference in Woodstock, Virginia.  So, in 
true Pollyanna fashion, I had to admit, 
there’s always something to be glad about...  

 

Still, some months ago, when I was contact-
ed by a group of Scots priests expressing 
the hope that I would alert the faithful to yet 
more double-living clergy, I had to think 
twice.   

 

After consulting those who ought to be 
consulted, I decided to take the first step, 
and so I emailed all 12 priests on the list. 
Some allegedly in affairs with women, two 
with children (one a son in his twenties who 
knows his father’s identity, the other with 
several children) as well as several alleged-
ly homosexually active clergy.  You can 
read how that went down, in my letter to the 
Archbishop of Glasgow, on p.7…       

“Poor Judas! Above seventeen 
hundred years have elapsed since 
he has been in Hell, and his Hell is 
still only beginning.” 

 
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori  
(Bishop, Founder of Redemptorist 
Order—18th century).   

“The road to Hell is paved with the bones 
of priests and monks, and the skulls of 
bishops are the lamp posts that light the 
path.”  
              
                        

                 St. John Chrysostom  
       (Early Church Father, Bishop,  
    Doctor of the Church—5th century)                              

Naming & Shaming—No!   

Naming & Saving—Yes! 

Patricia McKeever  
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P.O. Box 30017, Glasgow, G67 9FS 

Email:  editor@catholictruthscotland.com  

Archbishop William Nolan 

St Patrick’s 

137 William Street 

Anderston 

Glasgow 

G3 8UR 

Dear Archbishop Nolan,  

Some months ago, I was contacted by a group of priests representing various dioceses in Scotland, including the 

archdiocese of Glasgow, with the names of various brother priests who are allegedly living double lives.  I attach that 

list for your information.  

 

In similar situations in the past, Catholic Truth has contacted such double-living priests with a “last resort” stated in-

tention to publish scandals if they continue, because, as well as seeking to prick their consciences for the sake of 

their own souls, we believe that the laity has every right to know if our priests are living scandalous double lives. This 

time, however, with the exception of two priests who deny the allegations and a third who instructed a lawyer to 

threaten us with dire consequences if we published a word of the allegations, the majority have not replied (I have 

asterisked those priests who responded to my email detailing their individual responses—see attached list). Good-

ness, Vladimir Putin has not received a warning from the international community as dire as the epistle from Levy & 

McRae to my unworthy self!  Another one to add to the file.  

 

It is, in fact, my custom to immediately dismiss legal threats like the one sent by Fr [Name]—I’m afraid I take those 

as a clear sign of guilt. Arguably, it is possible to drive a coach and horses through the excuses given in that letter. 

In any event, that legal threat did not drive my decision not to publish the attached list, at this time.   

 

On the contrary, following much reflection, and discussions with trusted advisers (including close friends of Catholic 

Truth, and legal advisers), I have decided, instead, to place the responsibility for actioning this list, where it rightfully 

belongs—on your shoulders, Archbishop. In the past, when Catholic Truth has written to your predecessors, we 

have been ignored—with, sometimes fatal consequences, such as our warnings to Archbishop Conti about the mon-

umental scandals in the very parish in which you now reside, and where a young Polish student was murdered, and 

later when we contacted Archbishop Tartaglia with our concerns about the domestic living arrangements of the then 

Monsignor Paul Conroy and his live-in housekeeper (now “Mrs” Conroy) in Sacred Heart, Bridgeton. The  

damaging impact of these (and other) scandals on pious lay Catholics, cannot be over-stated.  

 

I write now, therefore, to ask you to act speedily to put an end to the scandals published in the attached list.  

 

Further, I would ask you to respond to this letter either by post or email, with a quote for me to publish in our next 

newsletter, to the effect that priests who have the courage to assume the role of whistle-blower(s) will not be 

punished, but will, in fact, be welcome, and their courage fully appreciated by the archbishop.  

 

Priests should be confident in approaching you, their archbishop, and not have to contact laypeople because we 

have a public platform and are keen, as are they, to flush out what Pope Benedict once termed “the filth in the 

Church”.  I’d sooner report the resolution of such scandals due to the courage of whistle-blowing clergy and their 

conscientious archbishop, than publish a “scoop” in our newsletter.   

I look forward to your reply.   

Kind regards.  

Patricia McKeever 

23 April, 2022 

To read the Archbishop’s reply, see p.16 
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Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
April  newsletter.   

A special word of gratitude to our regular 
donors who support us via Standing  
Orders and PayPal. Your commitment 
helps us with our planning, so be assured 
of our genuine appreciation.   

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink, a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

 Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

Clyde offices 

2nd Floor,  

48 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 1BP. 

Scotland. 
 

Email  
editor@catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

I’ve been having a fair bit of trouble with 
my Catholic mail and the latest is addressed 
to you (enclosed), which was returned to me 
yesterday as “Addressee gone away” even 
though I’d written the correct name and 
address on the envelope.  I took it to my 
main Post Office yesterday, but they could-
n’t help as it was returned by the Royal 
Mail.  

 

I’m delighted to say that the latest edition of 
CT has just arrived and I can’t wait to read 
it. Thank you so very much indeed.  

PS: The Consecration of Russia to Our 
Lady [on 25 March] is invalid, as she told 
Sister Lucia that it must be Russia alone.  
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 
 
Ed: you are not alone in having trouble with our 
PO Box, and there has been a significant  
decrease in the amount of mail arriving in  
recent weeks. I’ve now lodged a complaint with 
Royal Mail, and since actions speak louder than 
words, we have moved to a new business address 
which is operative with immediate effect—see 
Notices opposite. We still hold the PO Box until 
December, so anyone who has written to us 
using that address, might still reach us.  From 
now on, though, safest to use the new address.  

How I wish we lived in ‘normal’ times and 
could have our much needed  Catholic 
Truth Conference!  

 

We live in dangerous times and time is 
short.  

 

Which country will be next to face “the 
errors of Russia”? The world needs to 
waken up and face reality. Hope it won’t 
be too late for a Pope to consecrate Russia, 
as Our Lady has requested.   

 

Soon, it will be her special month; may our 
prayers and rosaries be answered. We can 
but live in hope.  

 

Sent with a special prayer for you.  
Claire Conlon, Dunoon, Argyll 
 

Ed: Thank you for that (much needed) special 
prayer. I notice that the card upon which your 
lovely message is written is dedicated to Saint 
Jude (Patron Saint of hopeless cases) but I 
refuse to take that (too) personally!  
Regarding the Consecration: Our Lady said 
that the Consecration will be done, but “it will 
be late”, not “too late” - otherwise, it would be 
pointless. Perhaps you’ve read material from 
certain outlets which are confusing that state-
ment of Our Lady with the statement of Our 
Lord, in 1952.  
From the Fatima Center: “Since the Pope and 
bishops still had not obeyed Our Lady, in 1952 
Our Lord told Sister Lucia, “It is never too late 
to have recourse to Jesus and Mary.”   
Thus, we continue to pray and hope for a valid 
Consecration to be carried out, i.e. executed 
precisely as Our Lady requested.  

I found the April newsletter very interest-
ing indeed, with one or two articles  
particularly helpful to me, such as the 
Fatima articles.    

 

Also, I don’t think I’m alone in worrying 
about my family; most are lapsed with  
grandchildren being raised without the 
faith. So, I found the article “Faith and 
Freedom: Handing Down the Treasure” by 
Tony and Vickie Ambrosetti, really  
edifying.  It’s so sad to see the  faith  being 
lost within the family—heartbreaking.  

 

In the midst of all the bad news, I was 
taken by their determination to do what 
they could to pass on the faith to their 
children and grandchildren and I’m sure 
they have really motived others to try to do 
the same, against all the odds. God bless 
their great work. Name Withheld 

Hell is not hot enough for these evil  
politicians who have caused mayhem all 
over the world. I've been ploughing through 
Robert Kennedy's book, The Real Anthony 
Fauci, and it could have been written in 
Hell.  It probably was.   

 

Such evil is beyond my comprehension.  
Helen Watson, by email   

Regarding having a Buddha in your home 
(Issue # 128, April 2022).   
 
I was pleased to have my feelings about it 
confirmed, as I’m having a running battle 
with my brother aged 85 years, who has  
taken to bringing these Buddha statues into 
his home, front garden and back garden.   

 

Then, on my next visit, when I’d brought 
holy water with me, he had 3ft high Hindu 
statues in the living room and porch, and  
yes, I argued with him and asked where 
was Jesus in all this.   
Anne Casey, Cumbernauld 

 I hope this envelope has 
the new address!  

From a reader in the Diocese of Dunkeld… 

 

On Sunday, 1st May, After the Confirmation ceremony we went for a celebratory do in the 
hall and Bishop Robson said a few words before grace.  

 

He said something along the lines of how wonderful it was to see so many young people  
and families at a clearly thriving and growing traditional Mass community and he wanted to  
apologise on behalf of the Church for that awful document Traditiones Custodis. [see p.5] 

 

Sorry but I can't remember the details of what else he said - I was so taken aback by his  
apology which was unexpected - although it was along the lines of how unfair the  
document had been to those who attend the old Mass. Thank God for one brave, honest  
Scottish bishop.  Name Withheld 
 

Ed: Worry not! We don’t need to know any more: this is wonderful! Thank you for sharing this very  
encouraging news with us.  

Feature Letter…       
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Priceless Litany for a Happy Death 
Taken from the website of the Universal Living Rosary Association  

 I. O Lord Jesus, God of Goodness and 

Father of Mercies, I approach Thee with a 
contrite and humble heart; to Thee, I rec-
ommend the last hour of my life and the 
decision of my eternal destiny. When my 
feet, benumbed with death, shall admonish 
me that my mortal course is drawing to an 
end, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on me! 

 

II. When my trembling hands shall no long-
er be able to press the Crucifix to my heart 
and, despite my efforts, shall let it fall on 
my bed of sorrows, Merciful Jesus, have 
mercy on me! 

 

III. When my eyes, dim and troubled at the 
approach of death, shall fix themselves on 
Thee, my last and only support, Merciful 
Jesus, have mercy on me! 

 

IV. When my face, pale and livid, will 
inspire the beholders with pity and dismay; 
when my hair, bathed in the sweat of death, 
and stiffening of my head, shall forebode 
my approaching end, Merciful Jesus, have 
mercy on me! 

 

V. When my ears, soon to be forever shut 
to the discourse of men, shall be to hear my 
sentence which is to cut me off from the 
land of the living, Merciful Jesus, have 
mercy on me! 

 

VI. When My Lips, cold and trembling, 
shall pronounce for the last time Thy Ador-
able Name, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on 
me! 

On the 9th of March 1904, Pope St. Pius X granted a Plenary 
Indulgence at the Moment of Death to all who, once during 
life, on one day after Communion, recite the Acts set out  
below... 

VII. When my friends and relations, stand-
ing at my bedside, shall shed a  tear over 
me and invoke Thy clemency on my be-
half, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on me! 

 

VIII. When I have lost the use of my sens-
es; when the world shall have vanished 
from my sight; when my agonizing soul 
shall feel the sorrows of death, Merciful 
Jesus, have mercy on me! 

 

IX. When my sigh shall prompt my soul to 
burst from the embrace of the body and to 
spring to Thee on the wings of impatience 
and desire, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on 
me! 

 

X. When my soul shall bid adieu to the 
world and shall leave my body lifeless, pale 
and cold, receive this separation as a hom-
age which I willingly pay to Thy Divine 
Majesty, and in that last moment of my 
mortal life, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on 
me! 

 

XI. When at length my soul, admitted to 
Thy Presence, shall first behold the splen-
dor of Thy Divine Majesty, reject me not 
but receive me into Thy bosom, where I 
may forever sing Thy praises; and in that 
moment when eternity shall begin for 
me, Merciful Jesus, have mercy on me! 

 

XII. O God, who has doomed all men to die 
but has concealed from them the moment of 
their death, grant that I may pass my days in 
the practice of holiness and justice, so that I 
may deserve to quit this world in the peace 
of a good conscience and in the embrace of 
Thy Love, through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen.  

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

 

OH, MY LORD AND SAVIOR, support me 

in that hour in the strong arms of Thy  

Sacraments and by the fresh fragrance of 

Thy consolations. Let the absolving words 

be said over me, and the holy oil sign 

and seal me, and Thy own Body be my 

food and Thy Blood my sprinkling, and let 

my sweet Mother, Mary breathe on me, 

and my Angel whisper peace to me, and 

my Glorious Saints smile upon me; that in 

them all and, through them all, I may 

receive the gift of perseverance, and die 

as I desire to live, in Thy Faith, in Thy 

Church, in Thy service, and in Thy Love.   

Amen. 

 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Traditionally, Catholics pray to St Joseph for the grace of a happy death;  

to die, as he died, in the arms of Jesus and Mary. St Joseph, pray for us!  
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  

Meditation on The Holy Ghost 

Extracts From the booklet ‘Come Holy Ghost’,  

The Universal Living Rosary Association 

In his Encyclical on he Holy Ghost, Pope 
Leo XIII strongly urged the faithful to have 
a special devotion to this Divine Spirit and 
exhorted all bishops and priests to preach 
this sanctifying devotion with a new and 
burning zeal.  His Holiness pointed out that 
the Holy Ghost is constantly at work in the 
Church, which undertakes nothing of  
importance without invoking His aid in the 
solemn hymn, Veni Creator Spiritus.  

 

The words of the Holy Father were most 
timely, for many of the faithful seem to 
have forgotten the important role which the 
Holy Spirit plays in the life of the Church 
and of the individual.  He is the guide and 
sanctifier of both. Indeed, He is the very 
soul of the Church.   

 

Shortly before His Ascension into Heaven, 
Jesus commended this devotion to the 
Apostles and promised to them, the coming 
of the Holy  Ghost: “But, the Paraclete, 
the Holy Ghost” He said, “whom the 
Father will send in My Name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your mind, whatsoever I shall have 
said to you” (John 14:26).   

 

In order to understand the powerful influ-
ence exercised upon the Apostles, consider 
how timid they were when they assembled 
in the cenacle after the crucifixion of their 
Divine Master and Leader, Jesus Christ. 
They undertook no missionary work: they 
remained in prayer, awaiting the coming of 
the Holy Spirit who would transform them 
into intrepid Apostles, proclaiming the 
Gospel of Christ in all lands.   

 

“And when the days of the Pentecost 
were accomplished,” relates the Acts, 
“they were all together in one place and, 
suddenly, there came a sound from 
Heaven, as of a mighty wind coming and 
it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. And, there appeared to them 
parted  tongues, as it were of fire, and it  
sat upon everyone of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
they began to speak with divers tongues, 
according as the Holy Ghost gave them 
to speak.” (Acts 2:1-4).  

 

Not only did the Apostles receive the gift of 
tongues but they received the courage, 
strength and fortitude to use that gift and, 
thus, to proclaim the Gospel of Christ to 
friend and foe. They became valiant and 
fearless men:  instead of fleeing danger, 
they esteemed it a privilege to face perils of 
all kinds and even to die for the Faith of 
Christ.  

 The Seven Gifts of The Holy Ghost... 

Before ascending into Heaven, Christ 
instituted a Sacrament through which the 
Holy Ghost comes to us in a special way 
and enables us to profess our Faith as 
strong and perfect Christians and soldiers 
of Jesus Chist. That is the Sacrament of 
Confirmation: it is so called because it 
confirms and strengthens us in the Faith. 
The Acts relates two incidents of the 
Apostles administering this Sacrament.  

“When the apostles in Jerusalem,” Acts 
says, “heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent to them  
Peter and John.  On their arrival, they 
prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Ghost for, as yet, He had not 
come upon any of them, but they had 
only been baptized in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus.” (Acts 8: 14-16)   

 

Equally explicit is the second case related 
in Acts: “On hearing this, they were  
baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus; 
and when Paul laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they  began to speak in tongues and to 
prophesy.” (Acts 19: 5-6)  

 

What a pity it is for a person seeking to 
advance in holiness not to go to the Holy 
Spirit, the source of holiness, light, 
strength and consolation!  Pray to the Holy 
Ghost and He will multiply His holy inspi-
rations in your soul; He will pour His gifts 
into it and H will take up  His dwelling 
within you.    

 

Resolution:   

 

I shall cultivate a special devotion to the 
Holy Ghost and come to Him for light to 
know my duty and strength to fulfil it. 
Every day, I shall say some prayers in His 
honour.  

Prayers to the Holy Ghost  
For Light and Love 

Antiphon. Come, Holy Ghost, fill the 
hearts of Thy faithful, and kindle in them 
the fire of Thy  love. Send forth Thy Spirit, 
and they shall be created. And Thou shalt 
renew the face of the earth.  

                         Let us pray  

 

O God, Who has taught the hearts of the 
faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
grant that by the Gift of the same Spirit we 
may be always truly wise, and ever rejoice 
in His consolations, through Christ Our 
Lord. Amen.  

Short Act of Consecration 

O Holy Spirit of God, take me as Thy 
Disciple: Guide me, illuminate me, 
sanctify me.  

Bind my hands that they may do no evil; 
cover my eyes that they may see it no 
more; sanctify my heart that evil may 
not dwell within me. Be Thou my God; 
be Thou my guide. Wherever Thou lead 
me, I will go. Whatever Thou forbid me, 
I will renounce; and whatever Thou 
command me, in Thy strength I will do.  
Lead me, then, into the fullness of Thy 
truth. Amen.  

To enquire about above booklets, contact 
The Universal Living Rosary Association,  
PO Box 1303,Dickinson, Texas 77539, USA.  
Email: filomena@philomena.org 
visit website, www.philomena.org 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

http://www.philomena.org/
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Edward from Edinburgh asks if the 
Church will ever allow same-sex marriage. 
He has friends who think it’s inevitable and 
he’s not sure how to answer them. Just say-
ing “The Church’s teaching cannot change” 
isn’t enough. How do I explain it, Edward 
asks…  

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Happy Christmas! 

Happy Christmas! 

The Sins That Cry Out  
To Heaven   

 
 
 

Eduardo Andino  

To read quotes from some great 

saints on this subject, see p.14 

Well, how do you explain that 
the Church cannot change the 
teaching which forbids stealing 
a man’s wallet or his wife? It’s 
the very same principle.  It’s 
not within the power or  
authority of the Church to legalise breaking 
any of those Commandments which are 
really nothing more than the natural law. 
Theft and/or adultery are, of themselves, 
wrong, immoral. Nobody has the authority 
to permit them—neither the Church nor the 
State.   

 

From the earliest times, homosexual behav-
iour was condemned by Christians—to the 
point where they listed it as one of the sins 
“crying to Heaven for vengeance” *  

 

Here’s the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church:  
 

Homosexuality refers to relations between 
men or between women who experience an 
exclusive or predominant sexual attraction 
toward persons of the same sex... Basing 
itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents 
homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, 
tradition has always declared that 
“homosexual acts are intrinsically disor-
dered." They are contrary to the natural 
law. They close the sexual act to the gift of 
life. They do not proceed from a genuine 
affective and sexual complementarity.  
Under no circumstances can they be ap-
proved. (#2357)   

 

Even pagan philosophers who lived  
centuries before Christ,  such as Aristotle  
(384-322 BC), recognised that same-sex 
activity is unnatural. It is not in accordance 
with God’s plan for marriage, which is why 
it cannot be approved by the Church.  Your 
friends need to understand that they are 
wrong—the Church will never approve 
same-sex “marriage” because it is not 
God’s will for people to engage in same-sex 
activity.  The Church is the Guardian of the 
moral order—she cannot change it, but is 
merely charged with protecting it.   

 

To learn more about how to recognise and 
understand unchangeable teachings, read 
‘Crucial Truths to Save your Soul’  by  
Father Nicholas Gruner (RIP), which you 
can download in pdf format at the Fatima 
Center: Crutial Truths to Save Your Soul 
(fatima.org)  

 

* See article on The Four Sins that Cry  
   Out to Heaven, opposite…   

The Christian tradition speaks of 
four peccata clamantia, or sins that cry out 
to heaven for vengeance: murder, sodomy, 
oppression of the poor, and defrauding 
workers of their wages. The list derives 
from Scripture passages. The blood of 
Abel cries to God from the soil after Cain 
murders his brother. Before God destroys 
Sodom and Gomorrah, he sends angels to 
investigate the clamor that has reached 
heaven from the cities of the plain. When 
the Egyptians oppress the Hebrews, God 
responds to the cry of his people. Passages 
throughout Scripture reinforce the Psalm 
that “God hears the cry of the poor.” 

 

This is not an arbitrary collection of sins. 
Though Scripture reveals that all 
four peccata clamantia “cry out to heav-
en,” Aristotelian philosophy also explains 
what links them: They are all sins against 
nature. Aristotle identifies man as a social 
animal that naturally forms a number of 
communities, including the family and 
political society. Murder is extreme anti-
social behavior, a negation of man’s natu-
ral tendency to collaborate with others for 
the sake of achieving common goods. Sod-
omy, or perverse sexual activity more 
broadly, is a violation of the natural order 
of procreation, for it makes barren humani-
ty’s natural fruitfulness.  

 

Aristotle rejected usury, or the making of 
profit from a loan of money. Money, as a 
means of exchange, is inherently sterile. It 
is therefore unnatural, Aristotle held, to 
make it multiply and become “fruitful” 
without any productive work. While 
sources as old as Roman Law recognize 
the justice of charging interest, defined as a 
compensation for loss on reasonable ex-
penses—paying bank employees, legal 
fees, and rent, for example—making profit 
on a loan violates the idea of a just ex-
change. To give one hundred drachmas and 
receive back one hundred and twenty-five 
without a just reason violates proportional-
ity in commutative justice, the justice be-
tween individuals. Rates of interest in an-
cient Athens rose as high as 9,000 percent; 
it is no surprise that Aristotle saw usury as 
a violation of natural and just rates of ex-
change. Since it is usually the poor who 
require loans, usury makes profit from 
those who already do not have enough.  

 

Defrauding workers of their wages also 
violates the idea of a just exchange. A 
worker has a right to the fruits of his labor. 
When he works the soil to produce a har-
vest, the use of the grain is his natural due 
as a result of his work. Therefore, to de-
fraud workers of their wages, or to pay less 
than what their work merits, is also a viola-
tion of the nature of commutative justice. 

Murder, sodomy, oppression of the poor, 
and defrauding workers of their wages are 
sins against nature and against the fraternal 
justice required for a human society to func-
tion harmoniously. These four injustices are 
at the heart of the challenges facing contem-
porary American society. Abortion claims 
millions of innocent lives annually, and is 
all the more grave because it is carried out 
within the natural family. Perverse sexual 
activity and deliberate sterility are promoted 
by the rich and powerful, from the media to 
the non-profit sector and the corporate 
world. As family life evaporates, politics 
becomes more extreme and violent.  

 

We also have a particularly advanced usury 
regime in the United States. In the past, 
most societies left the minting of coin in the 
hands of governmental authorities. But to-
day, we allow banks to create money by fiat 
for the sake of making loans. Through this 
system, banks increase debt, cause inflation, 
and sap value from the economy as they 
collect interest from millions of Americans 
on money that bankers created out of thin 
air.  

 

A well-compensated workforce keeps the 
economy moving, for money circulates 
between those with the capacity to spend 
and those with services and goods to pro-
vide. In contrast, today’s conventional eco-
nomic wisdom tells us to find the cheapest 
labor we can. We defraud workers of their 
wages and gradually choke the spending 
power of what should be a vibrant market 
economy. A lifetime of usurious interest on 
mortgages, credit cards, and student debt 
adds insult to the injury of low wages.  

 

To solve our national challenges, we must 
recognize that these four problems go to-
gether. While Christian conservatives have 
attempted various forms of legal theorizing 
based on the natural law, their efforts have 
largely failed—in part because they general-
ly ignored the wider demands of nature. It is 
in red states like Utah, after all, that laws 
against usury have most thoroughly disap-
peared.  

 

The politician [who] can recognize this and 
form a consensus that is “for nature,” and 
against the four sins that cry out to heaven 
for vengeance, holds the key to a just future 
and an American common good.  

 

Eduardo Andino is director of development 
for the Institute on Religion and Public Life. 

The above article was originally  

published at First Things, 27/10/20, 

and is reprinted here by kind  

permission. 

https://fatima.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Crutial-Truths-to-Save-Your-Soul.pdf
https://fatima.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Crutial-Truths-to-Save-Your-Soul.pdf
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Leprechaun 

The website of the Conference of Irish  
Bishops publishes a favourable review of the 
controversial film ‘Father Stu’… without any 
mention of the controversy—no warning 
whatsoever about the bad language and  
blasphemy. To be released in cinemas across 
Ireland on Friday 13 May.  

 

Elsewhere, a lay Catholic writes…   

 

Particularly offensive scenes open Father Stu, 
the new film about Stuart Long, a boxer of appar-
ently questionable morals who became a Catho-
lic priest. Mark Wahlberg plays our hero. In those 
early scenes, Mel Gibson, as Stu’s father, Bill, 
taunts the boy Stu (Tenz McCall) with a mono-
logue about excretion, which transitions into 
scenes from the grown Stu’s amateur boxing 
career. Mr. Wahlberg shadow boxes wearing 
only a groin guard – very much like the under-
wear ads he used to do for Calvin Klein. Then in 
the ring, there are violent punches, spitting of 
blood, and copious F-bombs. There is swearing. 
And drunkenness. Mr. Wahlberg is reasonably 
convincing as a scumbag, as is Mr. Gibson.  
The more interesting real-life story of Fr Long is 
lost. For instance, the film deals not at all with 
Long’s education until he is admitted to a semi-
nary. No mention is made of the fact that he was 
a college graduate. If only Stu, his father, and 
mother (Jacki Weaver) would say the F-word in 
Spanish, the film would be less offensive, unless 
you’re a Spanish speaker, of course. In any case, 
the relentless obscenities and the aforemen-
tioned violence are why this is an R-rated film. 
 

And then it happens: A lady in white and blue 
comes to Stu at his lowest point...and her words 
of reassurance propel him into a new life. The 
film’s very moving end, which includes brief ar-
chival footage of the real Fr. Stuart Long’s testi-
mony, was almost spoiled by dialog in which Mr. 
Wahlberg (as Stu, ballooned by the disease) 
says, “The experience of suffering is a chance to 
grow closer to Christ.” That’s fine, but [adds] that 
even Christ had his moment of despair on the 
Cross. I’d have thought [the actors] would know 
that Our Lord was quoting the 22nd Psalm. “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” is 
not an expression of despair but Christ’s last 
prophetic utterance, to wit: I am He of whom the 
psalmist wrote. (The above extracts taken from a 
review by Brad Miner, The Catholic Thing, 19/4/22).  

 

Ed: Note: other reviewers point out that some of the 
bad language is blasphemously put into the mouth 
of Our Lord. We do NOT recommend this film. 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The John Fisher School  

Vs  

The LGBTQ+ Lobby 
  Reporting from the British Biased Corporation … 

Media Correspondent 

In our April edition (Issue No. 128—p.13), we 
reported on the scandal which unfolded at the 
John Fisher School (JFS) in Purley, England, 
when an invitation to “gay author”, Simon James 
Green, was withdrawn. He had been invited to 
speak to pupils in Years 8 and 9 (second and 
third year in Scotland) and to sign his book Noah 
Can’t Even.  We have been following this  
scandal and discussing it on the Catholic Truth 
blog, reporting developments as they are  
brought to our attention. Following publication of 
our April edition, the shock news that teachers at 
the JFS had gone on strike over the matter, hit 
the headlines, nation-wide.   

 

On 28 April, Editor was contacted by BBC Lon-
don, asking her to speak with their reporter by 
Zoom, in an interview for the 6.30pm local BBC 
London news report. Aware that this was to be a 
pre-recorded interview, Editor expressed reluc-
tance, having been misrepresented in a Channel 
4 edited interview some years previously—to the 
point where she was made to appear to be 
agreeing with the opposite point of view!  
However, pressed by the researcher who said 
they had several interviews already with those 
who were in disagreement with the archdiocese 
and wanted someone who would “balance” that 
by speaking on the side of the Church, she 
agreed. It was all very rushed, with the approach 
by the BBC coming mid-afternoon and the inter-
view scheduled for around 4pm.  

 

Editor stressed that the problem was not that the 
author was himself “gay” but that he was  
promoting a lifestyle which is unacceptable. The 
Church teaches that ALL sexual activity outside 
of marriage is immoral, and thus, even promot-
ing a book which normalises cohabitation would 
be unacceptable. Everyone knows what the 
Church teaches about marriage and about  
homosexuality, there is no doubt about that, so 
the event had to be cancelled. The author has 
not been truthful about the fact that he promised 
his book merely “featured a gay character” - on 
the contrary, it contains graphic sexual descrip-
tions, that don’t even pass the 9pm watershed 
test.  That is the sum and substance of what  
Editor said, but since the archdiocese had fo-
cused only on the blasphemous, homosexual-
ised Lord’s Prayer, the reporter tried to keep the 
conversation on that, quoting the author’s justifi-
cation for it “in context”. The excuse for graphic 
sexual scenes is always “the context”.     

 

The 6.30pm BBC London news led with the JFS 
teachers’ strike filmed at the school gates where 
rainbow-flags were waved; a teaching union 
representative spouted the usual shallow 
“inclusive” nonsense, and a mother whose son 

is a pupil at the school was interviewed to ex-
press her disappointment, she being in a “gay 
marriage”; an obvious choice - representative of 
parents with offspring at a Catholic school - 
NOT!   A statement from the archdiocese was 
shown on screen, and that was IT.  Nobody 

spoke on behalf of the Church. Not 
one.  So, editor fired off a complaint 
to the BBC, received the predictable 
response, citing that word again -

”context” - with  patronising sympathy that she 
was “upset” Editor then submitted a second, 

follow-up complaint, as follows… 

The John Fisher School Report, 
BBC London, 28/4/22, 6.30pm.  
Bias in London News Report…   

 

I wish to record that I was not "upset" in the 
emotional sense that my contribution was 
not included, but I remain appalled that your 
report was entirely biased against the 
Church, in this case, the Archdiocese of 
Southwark. That my comments "did not work 
within the context of the wider piece" is 
because your wider piece was geared to 
supporting the false narrative about the 
cancellation of the visit to the Catholic 
school of a gay author peddling explicit 
homosex to young people (Years 8 and 9). 
My comments refuted the false narrative 
about both the author and the nature of his 
book. That didn't fit your agenda to portray 
the archdiocese as "homophobic". The BBC 
isn't interested in truth-finding, just sleaze 
and anti-Catholic bias. I am currently  
examining ways to cancel my licence pay-
ment, if Nadine Dorries MP doesn't do it for 
me. I haven't watched the BBC news since 
the Covid brainwashing became apparent - 
GB News is my go-to source for news and  
current affairs now. And, I repeat, I do not 
want to be approached by any BBC  
producer again for any kind of pre-recorded 
involvement in anything Church related. My  
answer will be a firm "no".  Ends  

Ed: Now, to be  fair to the BBC, in a later radio report 
(12 May), Vanessa Feltz, sounding utterly puzzled by 
the whole situation, did interview a mother at some 
length, a mother who was leading a protest against the 
teachers’ strike, and who was terrific on radio; she had 
read the book, but said she couldn’t quote from it, as it 
wouldn’t be allowed on air, it’s that shocking. Vanessa 
said she would go to break, take a look at the material, 
and tell listeners on her return if it was really that bad.  
After said break, Vanessa  summed up the dispute but 
passed no comment on the (pornographic) contents. 
‘Nuff [not] said!   

 

Tweets have now emerged which reveal Simon James 
Green to be wholly anti-Catholic—a bigot. Visit our 
blog and search for “Tweets Reveal...Gay Author 

Blatantly Anti-Catholic Bigot—And Then Some!” 
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Chasubles: To Remove or Not to Remove 
That is the Question! 

Staff Reporter  

  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Continued top of column 3  

Then, a couple of Americans who attend 
both FSSP and SSPX Masses, inputted the 
following…  

“Dr. Kwasniewski writes in a Jan 2021  
Remnant article:  
 

. . .when the minister undertakes to preach, 
to some extent he puts off Christ and 
“resumes himself.” This is why, traditional-
ly, the priest removes at least the maniple, 
and sometimes the chasuble too, prior to 
preaching, as a symbolic indication that he 
is “resuming himself,” speaking in his own 
voice, obviously (one hopes) not against the 
voice of Christ and the Church, as in the 
preaching of Arius or Luther, but not  
simply to be equated with them.2    

 

Still, we’ve never seen the chasuble re-
moved – in the U.S., Canada, Continental 
Europe (Masses we’ve attended in  
Germany, Italy, Spain, France,  
Switzerland), and the old St. Padarn’s in 
London in 1985.)  The maniple, yes – but 
not the chasuble.  And I never, ever saw it 
in pre-Novus Ordo 50s and 60s Masses.   

 

I can’t say that the chasuble removal really 
was ingrained so much in our liturgical 
practices that we ought to be resurrecting 
it. Ends.   
Ed:  I agree. I’ve never seen it either—ever, 
whether before or after Vatican II; not until it 
was introduced into the  
Scottish churches of the 
SSPX in recent years. It’s 
neither dogma nor rubri-
cal, as we have just read, 
so it seems to be merely a 
matter of taste.  It strikes 
me that, at a time of un-
precedented crisis in the 
Church, it would be good 
to minimize the sense of 
confusion and chaos 
which we are all witness-
ing in the wider Church. 
Many of the laity have had to sacrifice cherished 
customs which we all remember from our youth 
growing up with the traditional Mass, so it is a 
little dispiriting to find traditional priests impos-
ing their preferences for customs which are, at 
best obscure, and at worst, undignified, at least 
in the opinions of some faithful. “Far, far from 
the clergy be the love of novelty.” (Pope Saint 
Pius X: Pascendi Dominici Gregis, #49) 

The Question…   

 

Dear Father,  

 

I attend weekly Mass at an institute of 
Christ the King oratory and in our Masses 
after the priest reads the gospel in Latin he 
not only removes his maniple before reading 
the Epistle and Gospel in English and  
delivering his sermon but he also removes 
the outer vestment (Dalmatic ?) and leaves 
it folded on the altar.  What is the symbol-
ism in not only removing the maniple but 
also the dalmatic?  All I was able to find on 
line was that this was practiced by some  
Dominicans but by the same token they 
leave the maniple attached while delivering 
the sermon.  Help! I am stumped and it’s 
driving me crazy!  
 
The Answer—Fr Z Replies…  

 

The dalmatic is the vestment of the deacon, 
while the chasuble is the vestment of the 
priest.  You probably saw the priest take off 
his chasuble and maniple1 before the ver-
nacular readings and sermon.  

 

Before the Conciliar reforms the repetition 
of the readings in the vernacular and the 
sermon in the vernacular were not consid-
ered to be part of the Mass.  Therefore, there 
was a customary way to demonstrate that 
the priest was, for a moment, stepping out of 
the Mass: the removal of the maniple and 
perhaps also the chasuble.  

 

And as often happens pragmatic things and 
actions can, over time, take on symbolic 
meanings.  It could be that in some places 
for ease of ascending a narrow or lofty pul-
pit or ambo, it was best for the priest to 
remove his vestment so that he wouldn’t be 
hindered and it wouldn’t be damaged...  

 

As for the Dominicans, well… they are a 
peculiar lot with their own odd and endear-
ing ways.   I can’t speak to their  
maniplology…   

A few readers who regularly attend Traditional 
Latin Masses in Scotland have expressed  
surprise at finding (what is for them) a new cus-
tom whereby some priests have taken to remov-
ing their outer vestment, the chasuble, during 
Mass just before giving the sermon. They were 
used to seeing the maniple removed, but not the 
chasuble. One mentioned the fact that the vide-
os of sermons delivered by the well-known tradi-
tional priest, Fr Andrew Southwell, show him 
fully vested in the pulpit, although he does raise 
his biretta every time he says the Holy Name—
the traditional practice. Expressing curiosity 
about the chasuble removal then, our research-
ers set to work to learn more.  Below, you can 

study their findings…  

The American priest-blogger Fr Z gives a 

concise but fairly comprehensive response 

to a question on the subject, dated 

29/06/21—extracts follow:  

In the post-Conciliar way of seeing things, 
the sermon or homily is considered to be 
part of the Mass...   

 

Mind you, there is no rubric in the tradi-
tional form of Mass that directs the priest 
to remove either maniple or chasuble to 
preach.  This is a custom.   

 

Some might say it should not be 
done because there is no  
rubric... a bishop preaches fully 
vested, etc.   On the other hand, 
there are no rubrics for lots of 
the things we do and do so with 
a happy heart because they are 
customary.   

 

My view is that the removal of the maniple 
is a good thing.  Chasuble?  Sure, if Father 
wants to do that, fine.   
Ed: But maybe if priests saw how untidy they 
look without the chasuble, revealing screwed 
up alb, they might not want to do that.    

 

The removal of the vestments made you 
think, didn’t it, dear reader?  “What’s up 
with that?”  
 Ed: What’s up with that, dear Fr Z, is that it is 
making too many of us think, with irritation, 
that we thought we’d left innovations behind us 
when we abandoned our novus ordo parishes, 
where one novelty after another is introduced, 
all in the name of restoring earlier “customs”.   

 

You were pushed to pay attention and then 
seek understanding.  The removal of the 
maniple before leaving it, lonely, at the 
altar is a way of signalling to the congrega-
tion that something different is about to 
take place.  
Ed: Well, the removal of the maniple is a whole 
different kettle of vestments, because it takes a 
few seconds to remove that and it does not in 
any way affect the dignity of the priest’s  
appearance. Until recently, in Scotland at least, 
that has sufficed to “signal to the congregation 
that something different is about to take place.”   

 

It is, as a matter of fact, in the vernacular 
readings and sermon, that the priest is more 
“his own man” than at any other time.  At 
all other time during Mass he is under strict 
control concerning his words and gestures. 
Ed: Which all goes to prove the truth of the old 
saying “give them an inch and they’ll take a 
mile.”  
  

Again, custom, not obligation.  Practices 
will vary. 

Conclusion…   

 

As part of our research, Editor contacted 
some American readers to ask if they had 
experienced this at Mass.  

 

First up, a reader whom she mistakenly 
thought attended the Fraternity of St Peter 
(FSSP) Masses, who writes:  “Never heard 
of that – no, our priests don’t do it (they’re 
not FSSP, but a traditional order).  
 

Doesn’t seem appropriate at all!”  Ends.  

Footnotes:  

1 Maniple: originally served as a cloth to wipe  
perspiration, also an ornamental handkerchief .  

Chasuble: the principal and most conspicuous Mass 
vestment, covering all the rest. Nearly all ecclesiologists 
are now agreed that liturgical costume was simply an 
adaptation of the secular attire commonly worn 
throughout the Roman Empire in the  
early Christian centuries. The priest in discharging his 
sacred functions at the altar was dressed as in civil life, 
but the custom probably grew up of reserving for this 
purpose garments that were newer and cleaner than 
those used in his daily avocations, and out of this 
gradually developed the conception of a 
special liturgical attire. In any case the chasuble in 
particular seems to have been identical with the  
ordinary outer garment of the lower orders.  (From the 
Catholic Encyclopaedia Online) 
 

2 https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/
fetzen-fliegen/item/5234-the-homily-is-not-part-of-the
-liturgy 

Chasuble 

Maniple 

https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/fetzen-fliegen/item/5234-the-homily-is-not-part-of-the-liturgy
https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/fetzen-fliegen/item/5234-the-homily-is-not-part-of-the-liturgy
https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/fetzen-fliegen/item/5234-the-homily-is-not-part-of-the-liturgy
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Homosexual Sin 
What The Saints Say…  

 

Dinah Myte 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

St. John Chrysostom 
 
“There is nothing, absolutely nothing more 
mad or damaging than this perversity.”  
(St. John Chrysostom, In Epistulam ad Romanos 
IV, in J. McNeill, op. cit., pp. 89-90)  

 
St. Thomas Aquinas  
 
“However, they are called passions of  
ignominy because they are not worthy of 
being named, according to that passage in 
Ephesians (5:12): ‘For the things that are 
done by them in secret, it is a shame even to 
speak of.’  
For if the sins of the flesh are commonly 
censurable because they lead man to that 
which is bestial in him, much more so is the 
sin against nature, by which man debases 
himself lower than even his animal nature.”  
(St. Thomas Aquinas, Super Epistulas Sancti 
Pauli Ad Romanum I, 26, pp. 27f) 

St. Bernardine of Siena  
 
“No sin has greater power over the soul than 
the one of cursed sodomy, which was always 
detested by all those who lived according to 
God… Such passion for undue forms bor-
ders on madness. This vice disturbs the intel-
lect, breaks an elevated and generous state of 
soul, drags great thoughts to petty ones, 
makes [men] pusillanimous and irascible, 
obstinate and hardened, servilely soft and 
incapable of anything.  

 

Furthermore, the will, being agitated by the 
insatiable drive for pleasure, no longer fol-
lows reason, but furore… Someone who 
lived practicing the vice of sodomy will 
suffer more pains in Hell than any one else, 
because this is the worst sin that there is.”  
(St. Bernardine of Siena, Predica XXXIX, in Le 
prediche volgari (Milan: Rizzoli, 1936), pp. 
869ff., 915, in F. Bernadei, op. cit., pp. 11f)  
 
St. Catherine of Siena  
(a mystic, says God revealed the following to her, 

in prayer, speaking of “that accursed sin 
against nature”…   
 
“It is not only that this sin stinks before me, 
who am the Supreme and Eternal Truth, it 
does indeed displease me so much and I hold 
it in such abomination that for it alone I 
buried five cities by a divine judgment, my 
divine justice being no longer able to endure 
it. This sin not only displeases me as I have 
said, but also the devils whom these wretch-
es have made their masters. Not that the evil 
displeases them because they like anything 
good, but because their nature was originally 
angelic, and their angelic nature causes them 
to loathe the sight of the actual commission 
of this enormous sin.”  
(St. Catherine of Siena, The Dialogue of the 
Seraphic Virgin (London: Burns, Oates and 
Washbourne, Ltd., 1925), p. 255) 

Saint Basil of Caesarea  

 

“The cleric or monk who molests youths or 
boys or is caught kissing or committing 
some turpitude, let him be whipped in pub-
lic, deprived of his crown [tonsure] and, 
after having his head shaved, let his face be 
covered with spittle; and [let him be] bound 
in iron chains, condemned to six months in 
prison, reduced to eating rye bread once a 
day in the evening three times per week.   

 

After these six months living in a separate 
cell under the custody of a wise elder 
with great spiritual experience, let him 
be subjected to prayers, vigils and  
manual work, always under the guard of 
two spiritual brothers, without being  
allowed to have any relationship … with 
young people.”  
(St. Basil of Caesarea, in St. Peter Damien, 
Liber Gomorrhianus, op. cit. cols. 174f)  
 
St Peter Damian  
 
“This vice strives to destroy the walls of 
one’s heavenly motherland and rebuild 
those of devastated Sodom. Indeed, it  
violates temperance, kills purity, stifles 
chastity and annihilates virginity … with 
the sword of a most infamous union. It 
infects, stains and pollutes everything; it 
leaves nothing pure, there is nothing but 
filth …  

 

This vice expels one from the choir of the 
ecclesiastical host and obliges one to join 
those who work in league with the devil; it 
separates the soul from God and links it 
with the demons…” 

(St Peter Damian, Liber Gomorrhianus, in PL 
145, col. 159-178)   
 
Saint Augustine  

 

“Sins against nature, therefore, like the sin 
of Sodom, are abominable and deserve 
punishment whenever and wherever they 
are committed. If all nations committed 
them, all alike would be held guilty of the 
same charge in God’s law, for our Maker 
did not prescribe that we should use each 
other in this way. In fact, the relationship 
that we ought to have with God is itself 
violated when our nature, of which He is 
Author, is desecrated by perverted lust.”  

 

“Your punishments are for sins which men 
commit against themselves, because,  
although they sin against You, they do 
wrong in their own souls and their malice is 
self-betrayed. They corrupt and pervert 
their own nature, which You made and for 
which You shaped the rules, either by mak-
ing wrong use of the things which You 
allow, or by becoming inflamed with pas-
sion to make unnatural use of things which 
You do not allow” (Rom. 1:26).  
(St. Augustine, Confessions, Book III, chap. 8) 

Reporting Scotland... 

The Scandal of Clergy Child Sex-Abuse 

In 2015, after a spate of scandals, including 
revelations about the now disgraced  
Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien of  
St Andrew’s and Edinburgh who resigned 
under a homosexual cloud in 2013, the then 
Archbishop of Glasgow, Philip Tartaglia 
(RIP) extended a sincere apology to 
“victims of abuse” in his cathedral, follow-
ing release of the McLellan Commission 
report into abuse by Catholic clergy in  
Scotland. Reported in The National newspa-
per, he said: “As President of the Bishops’ 
Conference and on behalf of all the Bishops 
of Scotland I want to offer a profound apol-
ogy to all those who have been harmed and 
who have suffered in any way as a result of 
actions by anyone within the Catholic 
Church. Child abuse is an horrific crime. 
That this abuse should have been carried out 
within the Church, and by priests, takes that 
abuse to another level. Such actions are 
inexcusable and intolerable… “I would like 
to assure the survivors of abuse that the 
Catholic Bishops of Scotland are shamed 
and pained by what you have suffered. We 
say sorry. We ask forgiveness… We will 
act on every recommendation [in the 
McLellan report]…” 
('We say sorry. We ask forgiveness.’ Act of 
contrition by Archbishop over Catholic abuse 
scandal, The National, 19/8/15) 
 

Ed: It is telling that the Scottish Bishops chose to 
follow the advice of the author of the McLellan 
Report, the Very Reverend Dr Andrew McLellan, 
a former Church of Scotland moderator over the 
advice of the great Saint Basil of Caesarea—
although, in fact, Dr McLellan later  
complained—in 2018—about the Bishops’ delay 
in contacting abuse victims.  
(Former Kirk moderator Dr Andrew McLellan 
hits out over "astonishing" delay in abuse  
response from Catholic Church, The Herald, 
2/01/18) 

It is particularly noteworthy that the focus is on 
apologising to, if not financially compensating, 
victims of clergy abuse, without any mention of 
[severe] punishment for the guilty clergy.  
 

St Basil of Caesarea, pray for us!  

Even the devils who tempt souls to this 

“enormous” sin, loathe seeing it committed. 
 

                            (St. Catherine of Siena) 



 15 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Fatima Event 
15 May, 2022 

“Enjoyable—every minute!”  

 

Events Manager 

As reported in our April newsletter (Issue # 
128), we organised a small event to  
celebrate the reception into the Church of 
Carole, who had attended our 2017 Fatima 
Conference, marking the 100th anniversary 
of the first Fatima apparition (13 May, 
1917).  The front page of our July 2017 
newsletter led with the account, from Carole 
herself, of her “instant conversion” to the 
Faith (see headline, opposite).  Now,   
Carole’s husband, Tim, had also been  
received into the Church.   

 

Given that our venue was the home of our 
Fatima Co-ordinator, Patricia, numbers had 
to be small, so we were forced to restrict 
invitations, primarily to some of those who 
had attended the 2017 Fatima Conference. 
In all, 22 people attended. For practical 
reasons, we had chosen Sunday, 15 May (as 
close as possible to the Fatima apparition 
date, 13th), timed for a 1pm kick-off, to 
allow everyone to get to Mass first. Our 
guest list included one of the diocesan 
priests who led us in  prayer—including the 
Grace Before Meals, as we settled to enjoy 
the light sandwich lunch prepared for us by 
our hostess. Our purpose was as much social 
as anything else:  over the months when we 
explained the problems we were encounter-
ing in  trying to organise a “proper confer-
ence”, more than one reader had been en-
couraging us to arrange “something, if it’s 
only a cup of tea!” because, they rightly 
pointed out, there is a need for like-minded 
Catholics to support one another through 
this time of crisis in the Church.   

 

Thus, we chatted over lunch, some drifting 
into the garden to sit and chat there, while 
others enjoyed the cosiness of Patricia’s 
living room, until everyone was called to-
gether to participate in our little presentation 
of a “book token” gift to each of our Guests 
of Honour, Carole and Tim, with a couple of 
suggestions from the group about possible 
choices—an impromptu “recommended 
reading” slot.  

 

At this point, Carole first, then Tim,  
answered questions about their journey into 
the Church, and it was marvellous to listen 
to how God had worked in their lives to 
bring them to the Faith.   

 

In turn, this led to a conversation about how 
to approach potential converts—do we tell 
someone we meet who expresses an interest 
in the Church about the dire state of things, 
or do we simply focus on developing their 
knowledge and  understanding of Our Lord, 
the sacraments etc.  

 

Editor was alone in opining that she would 
feel obliged to ensure that any potential 
convert knew about the crisis in the Church, 
using that to underline the indefectibility of 
the Church, but she was out-voted.  The 
general feeling was that it is better not to put 
people off, that it would only confuse  
people.  

Recommended 
Reading… 

 

The Incredible Catholic Mass  
An explanation of the Mass 

  

by  
 

Fr Martin von Cochem O.S.F  
(1625-1712) 

 

Tan Books and Publishers Inc 
Rockford Illinoi 61105 

 

Originally published 1704 
 

ISBN 0-89555-608-1 

 

From the publisher’s preface…  
 

“… probably not ten percent of lay 

adult Catholics today know even ten 

percent of what this book contains.”   
 

So, that was the end of that conversation. 
However, Editor does not give up easily 
and she was later heard saying that she 
would soon take her revenge, mark her 
words.  She was heard saying “I know 
Karate, Judo, Jiu Jitsu, Kung Fu. And 28 
other dangerous words…”  

After the above lively discussion, time for 
the delicious buffet which we enjoyed in 
the garden since, at last, the sun was  
shining.  The day had started with rain,  
then dry but still cool, proving that the 
weather forecasters, who had promised a 
“baking” weekend in Scotland, had got it 
wrong, yet again. These are the folks who 
want us to believe their long-range 
“climate emergency” forecasts.  Reflect.  

 

Charles, from the Diocese of Galloway, 
who is a singer-songwriter, had agreed to 
bring his guitar and sing one of his songs, 
a folk song about the First World War, 
which is really a Fatima song. You can 
check out his music at this link  
https://soundcloud.com/ - if necessary, 
then search for user 548645011, but we 
found that the link goes straight to 
Charles’ song list.   

Scroll to Dulce et Decorum Est.  Charles 
explains:  [the song] is based on the poem 
"Dulce Et Decorum Est" (It is sweet and 
fitting to die for ones country) by Wilfred 
Owen who called the phrase the "Old 
Lie".     

 

We had enjoyed the Fatima song earlier in 
the afternoon, but now, after the evening 
buffet meal, Charles led us in a camp-fire 
sing-song.  It is widely believed that the 
group dispersed, in the main, after Editor 
sang St Teresa’s bookmark: Let Nothing 
Trouble Thee—but this is an unconfirmed 
report.   

 

All in all, the day was a pleasing success.  
It was described, variously, as “excellent”; 
“informative”; “productive”; “fun”. One 
young woman who has recently started 
attending the Traditional Latin Mass said 
that she learns something new about the 
Faith every time she is in the company of 
“traditional” Catholics—that is, no more, 
no less, those of us who simply believe 

what “All Christians have believed, at all 
times, in all places, everywhere” to quote St 
Vincent of Lerins. There’s no hidden magic 
ingredient. That’s it!   

 

Sincere thanks to all who attended and who 
made this event such a success. Much  
gratitude, too, of course, to Patricia, our 
hostess. Five Star rating, for sure!   

 

Several very kind attendees wrote to Editor, 
while others verbally expressed their  
appreciation of the event. The following 
gives a flavour of these generous remarks, 
which Editor & Team find truly humbling...  

It was very interesting to meet Carole and 
Tim and to chat with you and other  
Catholics. It was also heartening to see all 
the good fruits of Catholic Truth; so many 
people who have come to know the faith 
through reading the blog, myself included. 
Thank you for that for which no thanks can 

ever be enough. Name Withheld. 

https://soundcloud.com/search?q=548645011
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Reply from Archbishop of Glasgow 

to Editor’s Letter (P.7) 

And why he is highly unlikely to do anything about double-living clergy…  

as long as they “obey” him…  

 

Claire Voyant 

We didn’t need to consult a prophet to 
know that Editor’s letter would be ignored. 
Clergy these days generally ignore letters 
from “troublesome” laity, especially lay 
women. Catherine Benincasa (1347-1380),  
now St Catherine of Siena, Doctor of the 
Church, seems to have been the exception. 
Surprising, really, because she didn’t mince 
her words: she castigated  popes and prel-
ates for failing to do their duty. She’d have 
written a humdinger to Archbishop Nolan, 
instead of Editor’s measured epistle (p.7), 
as exampled in this snippet from her letter 
to Pope Gregory XI: “[God] has given you 
authority and you have assumed it, you 
should use your virtue and power: and if 
you are not willing to use it, it would be 
better for  you to resign what you have 
assumed; more honour to God and health to 
your soul would it be.”  
(Letters of St Catherine of Siena, Translated by 
Vida D  Scudder, London: J.M. Dent & Sons 
Ltd, 1927, p.234). 

Priests in the Archdiocese of Glasgow 
were already demoralised by the time 
Archbishop Tartaglia passed away and, 
realistically, few seriously hoped for a 
strong, truly Catholic replacement, a man 
who, again quoting St Catherine of Siena 
to Pope Gregory XI, would rid the Church 
of “the bad priests who poison and rot that 
garden” - the Church. (Scudder: p. 131).    

With the appointment of Archbishop  
Nolan, disappointment and demoralisation 
turned to undiluted dismay.  
 

That Archbishop Nolan is unlikely to rid 
the Church in Glasgow of clergy scandals 
is evident from his aggressive opposition to 
Fr Matthew Despard, a priest of the Dio-
cese of Motherwell who remains suspend-
ed for the “crime” of publicising the cor-
ruption of homosexual clergy in that dio-
cese.  What happened on the occasion 
described opposite just beggars belief... 

Diocese of Motherwell—A member of  
Fr Despard’s support group writes... 

“A group of us used to go [to Fr Despard’s 
parish, St John Ogilvie’s in Blantyre]  in-
cluding elderly and infirm, and we would 
meet at the end of [Saturday Vigil] Mass to 
say the rosary for Father Despard, sing a 
hymn and have a wee collection to help him 
out, as at that time he was receiving no 
income from the bishop.  

 

We were advised by Father Lamb that we 
were not allowed to collect money in the 
grounds outside the chapel (as he knew 
exactly what it was for). We had also been 
advised by Father Nolan that we were not 
allowed to pray inside the church for Father 
Despard.  

 

After some time, the Polish priest had been 
saying the evening Mass on a Saturday 
night and at one point in the winter when it 
was cold and rainy outside for the elderly, 
he told us to go inside and pray, which we 
did.  

 

Someone must have reported us because the 
following week we did the same only to 
have Father Nolan march in after Mass and 
catch us praying together in the church.  

 

He immediately told us to remove ourselves, 
which we did.  

 

I then went up to him and asked why it was 
that we could not pray inside the church 
especially as there were elderly people  
having to stand out in the cold, come rain, 
snow, ice or sunshine, and his answer was 
that we could not pray inside the church for 
Father Despard until he had obeyed his 
bishop. I told him he was a disgrace and 
would have to answer to God for this.” 
 

Ed: So, just to think this through...  
“Father” Nolan believed that Fr Despard was a 
sinner because he was not obeying the bishop.  
But, er, cough, not wanting to sound uppity, like 
somebody with a degree in theology or anything 
like that, doesn’t that make Fr Despard more, not 
less in need of prayers?  And shouldn’t we pray 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament whenever pos-
sible?  Don’t yell, I’m just a simple gal asking a 
simple question.  Didn’t Our Lord show mercy to 
the woman caught in the very act of serious sin-
ning, reminding her accusers of their own sins? 
And didn’t He teach us to pray for sinners … 
(see, e.g. 1 John 5:16) 
 

Oh, and whatever happened to all the talk  about 
“safeguarding” here? Why insist that the elderly 
and infirm stand outside in the wintry, very cold 
weather to pray the rosary, especially if it’s for a 
“terrible sinner” like Fr Despard?   

 

What a hypocrite. And this callousness comes 
from the future Archbishop of Glasgow.  Yikes!  

To quote Helen Watson (Letters, p.8), I’m  
increasingly of the view that Hell could never be 
hot enough for these disgraceful apostate bishops.  
Again, don’t yell… I’m only just sayin’  

From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

The Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens 
us to do battle with ourselves, to fight temp-
tation, to “Labour as a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus” to quote St Paul’s second 
letter to Timothy (2 Tim 2:3). Traditionally, 
Confirmands were also taught to spread the 
Faith, and defend it when it is under attack.  
Of course, we were also taught to pray for 
the grace to love the Faith—it’s that love of 
the Faith which makes it easy to defend.  
St John Vianney, patron saint of priests, 
preached that since we cannot easily love 
that which we cannot see, we must pray for 
the grace to love Christ and His Church.  
A key problem in the Church today is, self-
evidently that we have too many priests 
who do not love Christ and His Church.  

 

In this second letter, Paul is instructing 
“Bishop” Timothy to deal with heretics, 
doing a bit of naming and shaming, in the 
process. Paul identifies “Hymeneus and 
Piletus, who have erred from the truth” [in 
the matter of the Resurrection, no less!]   

 

Paul is exhorting Timothy to correct these 
men because they have “subverted the faith 
of some.” There is a sentence in Paul’s 
letter that should send a chill down the 
spine of every bishop who is failing to 
discipline unfaithful priests: “...If we be-
lieve not, He continues faithful: He cannot 
deny himself.” (2 Tim: 2:13) Emphasis 
added.   
 

This is not poetry—I looked it up! “He 
cannot deny Himself” means that God will 
never deny or contradict His revealed 
truths.  Thus, since He has given us free 

will so that we may freely choose Him, 
God accepts our decision to reject Him. 
Nobody, not even a bishop, is going to be 
forced into Heaven.  Did I say “chill”? Try, 
“Phew! It’s hot in here…” 

 

That’s why it would be extremely foolish 
of Archbishop Nolan to fail to deal urgent-
ly with the list which I’ve passed to him of 
priests in Glasgow living dreadfully scan-
dalous double-lives. Bad enough that he 
didn’t reply to my letter, given that “the 
grace of God is found in courtesy” (Belloc) 
but even in his Ad Clerum (letter to clergy) 
dated some weeks later,17 May, he does 
not issue my requested assurance that 
priests with concerns about potential scan-
dals should contact him in confidence, with 
no fear of reprisals (see p.7).  

 

The fact is, too many Scottish bishops pre-
fer to preach politics instead of reforming 
their dissolute clergy:“… priests who see 
and handle the Sacred Host that they place 
and that reposes in the Tabernacle, but do 
not see Him.” (p.2)   Such deadly blindness!  

 

Infidelity to promised priestly celibacy, 
even at the level of an exclusive friendship, 
is displeasing to God. It has to be, given 
these pagan times full of ugly rampant 
impurity and promiscuity. The Catholic 
priesthood should remind the world of the 
utter holiness of God, of He who is Purity.   

We need, urgently, priests who pray for the 
grace to love their vocation, for the grace to 
love the Church, the grace to love Christ—
Christ, who is the Church. The rest, then, is 
easy. “The true soldier fights not because 
he hates what is in front of him, but be-
cause he loves what is behind him.”  
(G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)   

Our Lady, Queen of the Clergy,  
pray for us! 


