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LGBTQ+  

What does it all (literally) mean?  

 

For Information Only 

Definition From the BBC...   

Pride is a global movement fighting for equal 

rights for LGBT people all over the world.   

 

LGBT stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender. Sometimes a Q+ is added which 

stands for queer and + is an inclusive symbol 

to mean 'and others' to include people of all 

identities.  

 

As well as an opportunity to raise awareness 

of the fight for equal rights for the LGBT 

community, Pride is also a celebration of  

diversity. 

Following conversations with readers who say they don’t understand the whole “Pride” and “LGBTQ+” movement, we decided 
to devote space in this edition to information about this subject.  Society is being hugely influenced by this group, and so we 
begin with a definition taken from the website of the major news broadcaster in the UK, the BBC.  

Note:  all information on this page, is taken from the BBC website, Newsround (part of their televised provision for children—
CBBC).  There is no Catholic Truth commentary on this page so please do not assume our agreement or approval.  Assume the 
opposite!   

Pride began in the USA… 

June is particularly significant as this is 

Pride Month in the US, which is where the 

movement fighting for gay rights began 

with the Stonewall riots in June 1969...   

 

During the 1960s, being gay was classified 

as a mental illness in the US. Gay people 

were regularly threatened and beaten by 

police, and were shunned by many in  

society. 

Even here in the UK, being gay was a crime 
until 1967. 

But the Stonewall riots in 1969 were a land-
mark event in history, which helped to 
fight homophobia and campaign for equal 
rights. 

The Stonewall Riots… 

On 28 June 1969, police raided the Stone-
wall Inn - a bar in the gay area of New 
York, US. 

It was the second time that week the police 
had raided it. They threw 200 people out 
onto the streets and beat some people. 

The gay community were angry about the 
way they were being treated by the police, 
so they chose to fight back. 

This event triggered a week of protests and 
rioting by people from the gay community, 
who were fed up of being harassed by the 
authorities. 

Pride in the UK 

After the Stonewall protests happened, the 
first Pride festival officially took place in 
the UK in 1972.  

 

Around 2,000 people turned out for the 
event back then. But now, more than a 
million celebrate the event every year in 
London.  

 

The charity Stonewall was founded in the 
UK in 1989, named after the bar which 
sparked the famous riots.   

 

It works to fight inequality and homopho-
bia, and campaigned to overturn the  
Section 28 law, which prevented teachers 
from talking about gay relationships at 
school in the UK.  

 

It became illegal to encourage homophobic 
hatred in 2008. 

Gay Marriage 

In 2013, gay marriage became legal in in 
England and Wales, and then later in  
Scotland. In Northern Ireland, gay marriage 
is not allowed.  
 
In 2017, Peter Tatchell - a gay rights cam-
paigner - told [BBC] Newsround: "We have 
made fantastic progress. Compared to two 
decades ago, Britain is almost a different 
country. All the main anti-gay laws have 
been abolished. We are now one of the best 
countries in the world for gay equality."   
 
"Public attitudes are much more supportive, 
although there are still families who reject 
their gay children. We still have too much 
homophobic hate crime, many kids are still 
bullied and a lot of schools don't have an 
anti-bullying programme that specifically 
addresses anti-gay issues.   
 
"There is big progress, but more needs to be 
done." 

News of the riots spread around the world, 
and this inspired others to join protests and 
rights groups to fight for equality. 

A month after the riots, the first openly 
gay march took place in New York,  
demanding equality. 

A Christian mother will sue her son's primary school after he was forced to take park in 
a Gay Pride event.  Izzy Montague said Heavers Farm Primary School in South 
East London did not give parents the option to choose whether their children took part in 
the parade. And parents who complained were treated 'dismissively' and 'barred from the 
school premises', according to Christian Concern, whose legal team are supporting par-
ents. (The above is taken from report: Devout Christian mother sues her son's school for forcing 
him to take part in a Gay Pride parade then barring parents who complained from school grounds, 
Mail Online, 24/3/19)   
 

Note: The above photograph was taken at a parade in the USA—it has nothing to do with the 
Heavers Farm Primary School, but serves to underline the LGBTQ+ influence over children 
who now, routinely, attend Pride Parades.   
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The Ultimate Goal of the LGBTQ+ Lobby  
Approval/Legalisation of Paedophilia?  

 

Patricia McKeever 

Iain Colquhoun is a retired nurse, who, as well 

as revealing the links between homosexual 

rights groups and the Paedophile Information 

Exchange, was at the forefront in exposing the 

dissent being peddled by “Agony Uncle” priest, 

Father [later Canon] Andrew Monaghan on 

Radio Forth 2, over a period of years. In this 

role, Monaghan facilitated all sorts of evil, 

including abortion referrals and gay network-

ing; he openly encouraged contraception,  

adultery and cohabitation.  He had the support 

of Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien in this role.  

He became the subject of a police investigation 

into historic complaints of lewd behaviour from 

two women.  See Daily Record, 17/12/14.  

“The fact that paedophilia is being merged with the LGBT movement is now no longer up for debate. The tip-toeing of the social conditioners 
who started this movement is now starting to come to the surface for all who have been paying attention to see. Paedophilia is being merged 
with the LGBT movement because it is a movement that really propagates that ‘anything goes’. It is an easy route in for the sick people that 
want this accepted in society to muddy the waters in the minds of the easily influenced, and those who lack discernment and critical thinking. 
They have now coined the terms ‘MAP’ (minor appreciation person—Ed: also Minor Attracted Person) and ‘pedosexual’ and lumped them in 
with the 40 odd other labels you can now give yourself …”   Taken from the website Transcending Times 

Asda has apologised for promoting an LGBT 
education pack which parents said normal-
ised paedophilia.  

 

The supermarket’s George department had 
emailed customers with learning packs for 
primary and secondary aged children created 
by a pro-LGBT group called Diversity Role 
Models.  

 

Asda had previously said that it was not re-
sponsible for the content of the packs, but 
Roger Burnley, the supermarket’s Chief Ex-
ecutive, has now said: “I would like to 
wholeheartedly apologise for this situation”.  

 

In response to a complaint by Baroness  
Nicholson, Burnley admitted that Asda 
should have noticed that the material was 
“clearly inappropriate before the email was 
sent”.  

 

He said that he is “completely aghast that we 
have allowed ourselves to be associated in 
this way” and has called for a review so that 
the situation does not happen again.  

 

One exercise in the primary pack told chil-
dren to watch a video and to consider what 
would make a good slogan, giving ‘Love has 
no age limit’ as an example.  

 

Suggested reading material in the secondary 
pack also featured a book called ‘Beyond 
Magenta’, which included explicit sexual 
references including a six-year-old boy en-
gaging in sexual activities with other chil-
dren.  

 

Some of the exercises which were included in 
the packs are promoted by the pro-LGBT 
organisation Educate and Celebrate and are 
the same as those used in Warwickshire 
County Council’s recently withdrawn All 
About Me programme.  

 

The Council withdrew the programme  
following a threat of legal action by The 
Christian Institute. 

Below, Extracts from Report  
published on the website of the  
Christian Institute, 30/6/20. 

The Paedophile Information Exchange 
(PIE) was affiliated to the National Coun-
cil for Civil Liberties (NCCL) - now  
Liberty - in the late 1970s and early 1980s. 
But how did pro-paedophile campaigners 
operate so openly? A gay rights conference 
backs a motion in favour of paedophilia. 
The story is written up by a national news-
paper as "Child-lovers win fight for role in 
Gay Lib".  

 

It sounds like a nightmarish plotline from 
dystopian fiction. But this happened in the 
UK. The conference took place in  
Sheffield and the newspaper was the 
Guardian. The year was 1975.  It's part of 
the story of how paedophiles tried to go 
mainstream in the 1970s. The group be-
hind the attempt - the Paedophile  
Information Exchange - is back in the 
news because of a series of stories run by 
the Daily Mail about Labour deputy leader 
Harriet Harman.  

 

The Daily Mail has revisited the story of 
PIE to ask how much Harman and her 
husband the MP Jack Dromey knew about 
the group during their time working at the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, now 
Liberty, in the late 1970s. PIE was affiliat-
ed to the NCCL from the late 1970s to 
early 1980s.  

 

Many of the revelations are not in fact 
new. The story's return to the front pages 
demonstrates the shock people feel about 
how a group with "paedophile" in its name 
could operate so openly for so long. PIE 
was formed in 1974. It campaigned for 
"children's sexuality". It wanted the gov-
ernment to axe or lower the age of consent. 
It offered support to adults "in legal diffi-
culties concerning sexual acts with con-
senting 'under age' partners". The real aim 
was to normalise sex with children.  

 

Journalist Christian Wolmar remembers 
their tactics. "They didn't emphasise that 
this was 50-year-old men wanting to have 
sex with five-year-olds. They presented it 
as the sexual liberation of children, that 
children should have the right to sex," he 
says. 

Below, Extracts from BBC News  
Report , 27/2/14 

To read at source, visit Christian Institute at 

Asda apologises for LGBT kids' pack parents 

said 'promoted paedophilia' - The Christian 

To read entire report at source visit 

BBC website at  

How did the pro-paedophile group PIE exist 

openly for 10 years? - BBC News  

Below, Extracts from Report published 
in Catholic Truth, Issue # 63, October, 
2010—Iain Colquhoun writes... 

Two priests—Fr Anthony Ross OP,  
Chaplain at Edinburgh University, and  
Fr John Breslin of Motherwell [both now 
deceased]  were responsible for the launch 
[in Scotland] of a paedophile organisation 
called Paedophile Information Exchange: 
PIE.   

 

In 1972, Fr Ross allowed gay students in an 
organisation called Scottish Minorities 
Group (SMG) to hold their meetings in his 
chaplaincy. In 1974, they set up PIE, with Fr 
Breslin, advertising its launch in the SMG 
house-journal and advising new members to 
apply through its mail-box, which he held. 
Within months, PIE was operating on an 
international scale. Later, SMG changed its 
name to Scottish Homosexual Rights Group 
(SHRG) but it retained its links with PIE.   

 

As SHRG was being recommended by an-
other priest, Fr Andrew Monaghan, on his 
local radio phone-in, complaints were made 
to the Vatican, but the Pope’s delegate in 
Britain intervened to allow him to continue 
broadcasting. Later, PIE moved its base to 
London where its leaders were jailed for 
mailing child pornography… I am mailing 
this   to the Daily Star/Express, who have 
run my evidence on PIE previously.    

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/forth-2-radio-presenter-priest-4824929
https://transcendingtimes.org/2018/08/03/paedophilia-is-being-merged-into-the-lgbt-movement/
https://www.christian.org.uk/news/asda-apologises-for-lgbt-kids-pack-parents-said-promoted-paedophilia/
https://www.christian.org.uk/news/asda-apologises-for-lgbt-kids-pack-parents-said-promoted-paedophilia/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26352378
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26352378
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Why Avoidance of Public  
Reparation for “Pride” Events?  

 
 

Prudence, Laziness, or Cowardice? 
 

Tony Ambrosetti 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells 
us that the Four Cardinal Virtues are Pru-
dence, Justice, Fortitude, and Temperance.  
Among many good descriptions of Prudence, 
Fr. Hardon put it simply: “The knowledge of 
things that ought to be done and of things 
that ought to be avoided.”  But is it possible 
to sin against Fortitude by “hiding behind” 
the virtue of Prudence?    

 

On Saturday, June 11, normally peaceful 
North Idaho was the venue for an LGBTQ 
“Pride” event.  The organizers chose the city 
of Coeur d’Alene, a municipality that has, in 
the last couple of decades, become the most 
progressive location in a generally 
“conservative” region. Early on, Catholic lay 
people in the area decided to organize a  
Rosary Walk, presumably to make reparation 
for what they anticipated would be an affront 
to Almighty God.  The Rosary Walk was 
planned for the afternoon of June 11, to coin-
cide with the unsavory event, dubbed “Pride 
in the Park”.  Frankly, “unsavory” is a signif-
icant understatement, as the disgusting activ-
ities that occurred that day were a monstrous 
rejection of all that is good and decent, in-
cluding several “drag” performances at the 
band shell in Coeur d’Alene’s City Park as 
impressionable children watched.    

 

The flyer advertising the Rosary Walk was 
reportedly displayed for several days on the 
bulletin board in the vestibules of some of 
the local Catholic churches, including the 
Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) chapel in near-
by Post Falls. The route of the Rosary Walk 
was prominently shown on the flyer as 
planned through Coeur d’Alene, though the 
Walk’s proximity to City Park may have 
caused concern to some. In fact, that may 
have been what prompted the clergy of the 
two local traditional Catholic churches of 
both the SSPX and the Fraternity of St. Peter 
(FSSP) to look more closely into the Rosary 
Walk. Consequently, just a few days prior to 
the event, the clergy of both traditional 
churches issued separate emails to their re-
spective faithful, warning that the legitimacy 
of the Rosary Walk could not be verified. It 
was even speculated in one of the emails that 
the Walk could be an attempt to provoke a 
confrontation – which was certainly a possi-
bility if, as suspected, the Rosary Walk was a 
ruse.  Faithful at both churches were strongly 
dissuaded from attending the Walk.      

 

An unexpected twist to the entire saga, how-
ever, developed late on the afternoon of June 
8. A follow-up email from the local SSPX 
priory admitted that the Rosary Walk seemed 
to be legitimate after all.  Attending the Ro-
sary Walk, however, was still strongly dis-
couraged. It was stated that participation in 
the Walk would be “imprudent” and perhaps 
even dangerous.   

Unfortunately, for various reasons, the 
clergy at neither church would be attending 
the Rosary Walk.  It was suggested, in-
stead, that the faithful gather to pray the 
Rosary in their respective churches on 
Saturday, June 11, for the intention of  
making reparation for what was transpiring 
at the “Pride” event.    

 

Meanwhile, a few dozen loyal Catholics 
took it upon themselves to kneel at a Coeur 
d’Alene park and pray the Rosary. They 
stayed at an appropriate distance from the 
freak show that was occurring at City Park 
– far enough to assure that the heavy-
handed Coeur d’Alene police (who were 
arresting Christian preachers too near the 
supposedly family-oriented Pride celebra-
tion) would be satisfied that the Catholics 
were not trying to cause a public disturb-
ance.  The images this whole episode 
evokes are pathetic, really, with most  
Catholics who even thought about making 
reparation for the disgusting display in 
Coeur d’Alene hunkering down safely in 
their churches.  But how does this make 
public reparation for the very public sins 
(including corruption of children) that were 
occurring at “Pride in the Park”?     
 
Look at the photos below of the faithful 
Catholics who publicly, and in full view of 
passersby, proclaimed their Faith and de-
fended Our Lord and His laws. They truly 
evince all the best qualities of Members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. There are, by 
all accounts, nearly 4,000 “traditional” 
Catholics in the immediate area. If half of 
them are men, and half again are of majori-
ty age, where were all the Catholic men? 
What has happened to manliness and virili-
ty?  Where did Catholic men disappear to? 
Apparently, to attend graduation festivities 
and to work in their gardens.      

In retrospect, I deeply regret that I did not 
participate, having convinced myself that 
both SSPX and FSSP priests were most 
likely right in labeling participation in the 
Rosary Walk as “imprudent”.  In thinking 
back over the events of the last week or so, 
however, I have to honestly admit that 
sometimes we Catholics substitute the word 
“prudence” for the more accurate words 
“cowardice” or “laziness”.  May God for-
give us for our lame excuses and our failure 
to defend Him publicly before a decadent 
culture. 
 

“We've had enough of exhortations 

to be silent. Cry out with a hundred 

thousand tongues - I see that the 

world is rotten because of silence.”    

             St. Catherine of Siena  

Tony Ambrosetti, together with his wife, Vickie, 
administers the excellent blog, Tradidi quod et 
Accepi which deals with Catholic Culture and 
current issues.  They have lived in various  
locations in the United States, as well as Spain 
and Italy. Their extensive travels have taken them 
all over North America, Australia, and Western 
Europe, as well as to Asia Minor and North 
Africa. They live in a cottage on a pine-covered 
hill overlooking the Spokane River Valley. A visit 
to their blog is highly recommended.    

https://aaambrosetti.wordpress.com/category/catholic-issues/
https://aaambrosetti.wordpress.com/category/catholic-issues/
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Pope Francis Preaches Politics (Again)…  

 

Recommends eating less meat to save the planet 
 
 

Rome Correspondent 

Pope Francis has told young Europeans that 
they should eat less meat, as it is part of a 
“self-destructive trend.” Francis penned a 
letter to the EU Youth Conference held in 
Prague this week, a gathering of young peo-
ple from across the supranational union. In 
the letter, the Pope invited the attendees to 
“transform the ‘old continent’ into a ‘new 
continent’,” praising them for being less 
ideological, and “sensitive to environmental 
issues.” 

He applauded the young Europeans for be-
ing “capable of concrete initiatives,” and 
said that they should turn around the “self-
destructive trend” of reserving “a life of 
luxury… for a small slice of the world.” 
Instead, they must follow a path of “dignity 
and sobriety,” by reducing the consumption 
of “superfluous things,” including eating 
meat, in order to save the environment. 

Specifically, the Pope argued that “in certain 
areas of the world,” less meat should be 
consumed. It is unclear exactly what Francis 
meant by this, but as the speech was ad-
dressed to Europeans, they would most like-
ly be included in that. 

A study from the University of Helsinki 
published in April suggested that eating 
meat grown in a lab and mashed-up bugs is 
good for the environment. In May, a study 
was undertaken in a number of primary 
schools in Wales where children were given 
the option to eat bugs, with the scientists 
hoping they would persuade their parents to 
do so as well. 

Francis referred to his previous publication 
of “Laudato si,” a 2015 letter that attacked 
global warming, and demanded that the 
entire world take “swift and unified global 
action” in order to stop it from happening. 

The Pope also instructed the young Europe-
ans to “present the world with a new face” 
of the continent, as their ancestors had in the 
past “went to other continents, not always 
for noble interests.” 

Discussing the current conflict in Ukraine, 
Francis repeated the claim that “if the world 
were ruled by women, there would not be so 
many wars, because those who have the 
mission of giving life cannot make death 
choices.” Over the past 500 years in Europe, 
queens were 27% more likely to wage war 
than kings.1 

The above article taken from Valiant News—

visit valiantnews.com to read at source:  

“Pope Francis Tells Young Europeans That 

Eating Meat Is “Self-Destructive,” Bad For 

The Environment.” 

Each year, Earth Day is accompanied by 
predictions of doom. Let’s take a look at 
past predictions to determine just how 
much confidence we can have in today’s 
environmentalists’ predictions.   

 

In 1970, when Earth Day was conceived, 
the late George Wald, a Nobel laureate 
biology professor at Harvard University, 
predicted, “Civilization will end within 15 
or 30 years unless immediate action is 
taken against problems facing mankind.” 
Also in 1970, Paul Ehrlich, a Stanford 
University biologist and best-selling author 
of “The Population Bomb,” declared that 
the world’s population would soon outstrip 
food supplies.  
 

In an article for The Progressive, he pre-
dicted, “The death rate will increase until 
at least 100-200 million people per year 
will be starving to death during the next 10 
years.” He gave this warning in 1969 to 
Britain’s Institute of Biology: “If I were a 
gambler, I would take even money that 
England will not exist in the year 2000.”   

 

On the first Earth Day, Ehrlich warned, “In 
10 years, all important animal life in the 
sea will be extinct.” Despite such predic-
tions, Ehrlich has won no fewer than 16 
awards, including the 1990 Crafoord Prize, 

Past Dire Predictions... 

Footnotes:  

1 Don't mess with a queen! Female rulers  over the past 
500 years have waged war more often than kings, Mail 
Online,  28/4/17 

 

Talking point…  

The sum and substance of the 

Pope’s message seems to be…  

“Take swift and unified global 

action” to save the planet.  Oh, 

and  don’t worry about saving 

souls… Just accompany them 

on their way to Hell.”  

the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences’ 
highest award.   

 

In 2000, climate researcher David Viner told 
The Independent, a British newspaper, that 
within “a few years,” snowfall would be-
come “a very rare and exciting event” in 
Britain. “Children just aren’t going to know 
what snow is,” he said. “Snowfalls are now 
just a thing of the past.” In the following 
years, the U.K. saw some of its largest snow-
falls and lowest temperatures since records 
started being kept in 1914.   

 

In 1970, ecologist Kenneth Watt told a 
Swarthmore College audience: The world 
has been chilling sharply for about 20 years. 
If present trends continue, the world will be 
about 4 degrees colder for the global mean 
temperature in 1990 but 11 degrees colder in 
the year 2000. This is about twice what it 
would take to put us into an ice age. 

Also in 1970, Sen. Gaylord Nelson, D-Wis., 
wrote in Look magazine: “Dr. S. Dillon Rip-
ley, secretary of the Smithsonian 
(Institution), believes that in 25 years, some-
where between 75 and 80 percent of all the 
species of living animals will be extinct.”  

 

Erroneous predictions didn’t start with Earth 
Day. In 1939, the U.S. Department of the 
Interior said American oil supplies would 
last for only another 13 years. In 1949, the 
secretary of the interior said the end of U.S. 
oil supplies was in sight. 

Having learned nothing from its earlier erro-
neous claims, in 1974 the U.S. Geological 
Survey said the U.S. had only a 10-year 
supply of natural gas. 

The fact of the matter, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration, is that 
as of 2014, we had 2.47 quadrillion cubic 
feet of natural gas, which should last about a 
century. 

Hoodwinking Americans is part of the envi-
ronmentalist agenda. Environmental activist 
Stephen Schneider told Discover magazine 
in 1989: 

We have to offer up scary scenarios, make 
simplified, dramatic statements, and make 
little mention of any doubts we might have. 
Each of us has to decide what the right bal-
ance is between being effective and being 
honest. 

  (The above extracts are taken from an arti-
cle by Walter E. Williams, Here’s How 
Wrong Past Environmental Predictions Have 
Been, The Daily Signal, 26/4/17) 

Walter E. Williams, Ph.D., a columnist for The 
Daily Signal, was a professor of economics at 
George Mason University until his death Dec. 2, 
2020. 

Past Dire Predictions continued... 

Continued, column 3... 

https://valiantnews.com/2022/07/pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-environment/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-
https://valiantnews.com/2022/07/pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-environment/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-
https://valiantnews.com/2022/07/pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-environment/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=pope-francis-tells-young-europeans-that-eating-meat-is-self-destructive-bad-for-the-
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 Catholic Truth Conference  
Saturday,  25 March, 2023 

1pm—6.30pm 
Registration 12.30pm 

 

Feast of the Annunciation of The Lord 
 “And the angel said to [Mary]... Behold, you shall conceive in your womb and shalt bring forth a son;  

and you shall call his name Jesus” (Luke 1:30-31) 

The Incarnation—God Become Man— is thus announced and commemorated on this Feast when we  

celebrate the great Truth that God became Man and lived among us. At this Conference we ask… 
 

Where is He now?   

 Speakers to be advertised in a future newsletter. 

 

All speakers will address this key question by examining  

a range of topics, under the umbrella of  
 

The Church & The World 

The Mass & The Priesthood  
in 

The Burnside Hotel 

7 East Kilbride Rd, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 5EA   
The Burnside Hotel is on the outskirts of Glasgow and is twenty minutes from Glasgow International Airport.  

There is free on-site car parking, and good public transport links close by, both bus and train.  
 

 

Tickets £10/£5 Senior Citizens and under 16s (includes afternoon Tea/Coffee/Biscuits)  

If you wish to stay on for the evening meal, add £20.95 pp / £8.95 per child’s meal, and state choices—see p.7.  
 

To book write to:  

Catholic Truth, Clyde Offices, 2nd Floor, 48 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 1BP, Scotland,  

Make cheques payable to Catholic Truth; or, to pay by bank transfer,  

email editor@catholictruthscotland.com to request our bank details.  

In either case, if you prefer, and include your email address, Email ticket(s) will be sent to you.   

Otherwise, remember to include your postal details when ordering your tickets.  
 

 

Note:  Be assured that, in the (we hope) unlikely event of a Government intervention such as the lockdown which forced the venue  

to cancel our March 2020 Conference, all monies will be refunded.  

Due to limited availability and anticipated demand, early booking is recommended.  
 

 

For those who wish to stay overnight, special discount applies: £70.00 for a single room and £80 for a twin/double.  

To book B & B, contact hotel direct on 0141. 634. 1276 and mention the Catholic Truth Conference discount. 

Directions:  

From Airport/Greenock M8, Junction 20: Take the East Kilbride/Tradeston (A730). Exit at junction then turn right onto Paisley Road and follow signs for 

East Kilbride for approximately 3 miles. At crossroads turn left onto Rutherglen Main Street.   

 

Heading to Hamilton (B768), then right at the first major junction (traffic lights) onto Stonelaw Road, and continue until you go under the Burnside Station 

Railway Bridge. Immediately turn left and the Hotel is 100 meters along, on the left hand side.  

 

From M74, Junction 1: Turn left following signs to Cambuslang. Turn right at the 2nd roundabout and straight on at the third roundabout, heading for Burn-

side. At the next junction turn right onto Glasgow Road then bear left onto Main Street. Stay on this road until you pass Kwik-Fit/Petrol Station turn left at 

lights onto Stonelaw Road and continue under the railway bridge. Immediately turn left and the Hotel is 100 meters along, on the left hand side.  

                                                                                                                  (Taken from the website of The Burnside Hotel, Rutherglen).   
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Conference   

Evening Meal  
If you wish to book for the evening meal at the end of the Conference on  25 March 2023, please add the price of the 

meal(s) to your ticket booking, and include your preferences from the menu (s) below. Please also  advise of any 

necessary dietary requirements.  Thank you.   

Note: if you are coming alone to the conference, please do not let that prevent you from booking for the meal—you 

will be made very welcome and you will, without doubt, enjoy the friendliness which is a feature of our conferences.  

 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

Function Menu £20.95           
                                                                                                                                    

Smoked Salmon & Prawn Roulade 

Served with Lemon Crème Fresh 

 

Chicken Liver Pate 

With Oaties, Chutney and dressed leaves 

 

Tomato & Red Pepper Soup 

Served with a Crusty Roll 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding 

In a Red Wine Jus 

Goose Fat Roast Potatoes & Panache of Vegetables 

 

Pan Seared Supreme of Chicken 

Served in a White Wine & Asparagus Cream 

Panache of Vegetables & Fondant Potato 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Chocolate Delice 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

 

Vanilla Cheesecake 

Served with Chantilly Cream & Fruit Compote 

 

* * * * * 
 

Freshly Ground Coffee and Mints 

                                                                            
Kids Menu 

3 Course £8.95 

 

Soup 

 

Garlic Bread 

 

******** 

 

Chicken Nuggets & Fries 

 

Pizza & Fries 

 

Macaroni & Fries 

 

Burger & Fries 

 

******** 

2 scoops of Ice Cream 

 

Chocolate Brownie & Ice 
Cream 

B 
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Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
June newsletter.   

A special word of gratitude to our regular 
donors who support us via Standing  
Orders and PayPal. Your commitment 
helps us with our planning, so be assured 
of our genuine appreciation.   

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink, a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

 Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

Clyde offices 

2nd Floor,  

48 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 1BP. 

Scotland. 
 

Email  
editor@catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

Grateful thanks for yet another superb  
edition of CT.  

 

Enclosed, a few clippings from the Irish 
Daily Mail which may be of interest, in-
cluding one from the Daily Express show-
ing a Police Superintendent wearing an 
LGBT decorated helmet!  

 

It was particularly galling to us as a family 
as my late father-in-law (RIP) was a much 
respected Chief Superintendent in the Staf-
fordshire Constabulary just a few decades 
ago, when the police force was a highly 
regarded institution.   

 

I only mention this as it’s similar to the 
LGBT stickers plastered all over the Garda 
car my son and I witnessed as we were 
driving home after an early Latin Mass last 
Christmas morning (and the roads were 
virtually empty, thank goodness).   

 

These disgusting displays would have 
shocked, horrified and infuriated my father-
in-law and probably left him speechless in 
disbelief.   

 

Society is rapidly crumbling and hurling at 
breakneck speed into the Apocalyptic 
Abyss and, as in a bowl of filthy water, the 
scum always floats to the surface revealing 
exactly who the evil ones are by their  
actions. Unfortunately, though, there are 
very many who are blindly unaware of 
what’s happening right in front of them or 
they continue in abject obedience to what-
ever the media wants them to believe as 
ordered by the Totalitarian Global masters 
under the rule of Satan.    

God bless the wonderful CT apostolate. 
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 

 

Re. article on chasubles in the June 2022 

newsletter (Issue # 129) 

I was helped by the article on chasubles, 
because I couldn't understand it when I saw 
the priest removing the vestment—I’d  
never seen that before and I couldn’t see 
any reason for it.  I agree that it looks un-
dignified and it does get a bit wearing when 
new things keep happening at Mass, so I 
just wanted to say “thank you” for the  
explanation.  Louise Sweeney, Glasgow 

On June 23rd there was a new Bishop in-
stalled in our diocese, Menevia, attended by 
an Anglican 'bishop' Joanna Penberthy, so 
called bishop of St David's Pembroke-
shire.  Seated in  our Cathedral this suggests 
Anglican 'orders' are valid in this PC-
type  ecumenical world, when they aren't.* 

 

Who must have authorised this? In hierar-
chical terms the onus falls on Cardinal 
Nichols, who has mileage in such ecumen-
ism, since 1986. It was that year as mere 
Mgr Nichols, Secretary of the Bishops of 
England and Wales Episcopal Conference, 
that he played a major role in signing the 
Church up to the 'Inter-church process'   
which secured Catholic entry into the na-
tional Protestant 'ecumenical' organisations. 
And who originated this scheme and organ-
ised it in Scotland... the Episcopal Canon 
Kenyon Wright, a member of a Soviet 'front' 
organisation. So it was by securing the 
Church's entry, that Nichols was rewarded 
by episcopal rank which in turn led to the 
Cardinalate.  

 

It may be significant  that the new bishop, 
Mark O'Toole originated in London and 
rose from being secretary to Cardinal Cor-
mac Murphy O'Connor, later of the  
St Gallen mafia. So, it appears that under 
Nichols’ hand, the selection of bishops per-
petuates the same tendency as indicated by 
the Inter-Church Process.  It is also signifi-
cant that the arrangement in Menevia avoids 
our being allocated a bishop solely devoted 
to our needs, for Mark O'Toole has a dual 
role, being both bishop here, and archbishop 
of Cardiff.  Of course from Cardinal 
Nichols’ viewpoint, this suits his ecumeni-
cal purposes', as the fewer bishops there are, 
the less chance one of them can break rank, 
as the later Bishop Walker did, and  speak 
words of Catholic Wisdom to the media.   

 

So Mark O'Toole  is a prelate with two  
Mitres and 'to cap it all'  there was also an 
Anglican female ‘bishop’ [attending] his 
balancing-act.  Iain Colquhoun, Wales 

* Anglican Orders… 

Apostolicae curae is the papal bull, is-
sued in 1896 by Pope Leo XIII, declaring 
all Anglican ordinations to be 
“absolutely null and utterly void". 

15 August…  

Remember to honour  

Our Lady on the  

Feast of her Assumption 

into Heaven... 
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Spiritual Superficiality  

And How To Spot It… 

OR  

The Forgotten Commandment 

Love my enemies?—Have you met them? 

Holly Wood  

There is, apparently, no shortage of people 
willing to identify themselves as 
“Christians” of one kind or another, even in 
these secular times. In fact, it has become 
quite fashionable for Catholics to eschew 
their Catholicism in  favour of declaring 
themselves to be “Christians”.  These 
“Christians”, keen to hide their Catholic 
Faith, are clearly ignorant of the truth that 
the Catholic Church is Christianity:  

“Christ has so willed it that we should get 
at the Truth, not by ingenious specula-
tions, reasonings, or investigations of our 
own, but by teaching. The Holy Church 
has been set up from the beginning as a 
solemn religious fact… as a picture, a 
revelation of the next world, as itself the 
Christian dispensation. (St John Henry  
Cardinal Newman, PS ii, 66).1  

 

 

Despite this preference for “Christianity” 
over Catholicism, there is no discernible 
sign of the bar being set terribly high  
regarding the way these “Christians” live, 
work and take their leisure.    

 

Gossiping “Christians” are now par for the 
course. Do any of them live according to 
the advice of the patron saint of priests, St 
John Vianney, to remove themselves from 
company whenever uncharitable talk  
begins, if attempts to change the subject 
fail? 2  

I could rest my case there, but a piece on 
Christian living would not be complete 
without a quote from the Gospels, and my 
favourite is from Matthew 5:43-48 where 
Jesus speaks about loving enemies. This, to 
me, is the Christian challenge, the ambition 
which should drive every true follower of 
Christ:  

 

“You have heard it said: ‘love thy neigh-
bour and hate thy enemy.’ But I say to you 
love your enemies: do good to them that 
hate you; and pray for them that persecute 
and calumniate you… For if you love 
them that love you, what reward shall you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
this? And if you salute your friends only, 
what good is that? Do not the pagans also 
do this? Be you, therefore, perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt 5:43-48)  

 

Jesus goes on to speak about not trumpeting 
our good needs, giving alms without letting 
our left hand know what the right hand is 
doing, so keeping our good works between 
God and ourselves.   

This can be taken literally as meaning to 
give material charity, money, food and 
drink to the needy etc.  It can also mean 
that if we are struggling to be charitable 
about another person, we should keep that 
secret as well.  In other words, nobody 
should know who we dislike or even  
detest. There is an incident in the life of  
St Thérèse of Lisieux, the French Carmel-
ite nun, also known as the Little Flower, 
where she was so kind to one of the Sisters 
whom she really didn’t like, that after the 
saint’s death that nun was heard telling 
others that Thérèse seemed to have a spe-
cial liking for her, that she would seek her 
company at recreation times.  In fact, it 
was the very opposite!  St Thérèse was 
making a personal sacrifice in showing 
charity towards someone whose character, 
personality, whatever it was, did not attract 
her. That is genuine  Christianity in action. 
Everything else is superficial.  

 

Joining church groups, helping with the 
cleaning, arranging the flowers of the altar, 
running the church books and devotional 
objects sale stall, serving the tea and coffee 
after Mass, being a “welcomer” at the front 
door, volunteering for anything and every-
thing, all of that becomes nothing more 
than superficial gloss, if the one thing nec-
essary is missing—treating people we 
don’t like with respect, not bad-mouthing 
them behind their backs, or insulting them 
in one way or another.  

 

Why am I writing about this now? It’s 
because I’m only now seeing how few 
Catholics show any sign of living up to this 
Commandment of Jesus, to love enemies. 
Only recently, I’ve found myself recognis-
ing the slights that I’ve seen inflicted on 
others, and some which came to me, for 
what they are. Dislike, even hatred.  Very 
personal hatred.   

What brought it to my attention recently 
was the fact that I was seated only a few 
feet away from certain of those who sadly 
clearly regard me as their enemy and who 
make it obvious from their manner and 
sharp, sometimes insulting, words.   

Maybe, you might fairly ask, this dislike is 
two-way and that person(s) thinks that I 
dislike them?  Well, that doesn’t work be-
cause I don’t dislike that person.  

 

In any case, isn’t that, in itself,  the very 
challenge of Jesus’ words in the Gospel of 
St Matthew chapter 5, verse 44: “Love your  
enemies.”  

 

Even if I am, without realising it, behaving 
in an unfortunate manner towards that  
person(s), isn’t that all the more reason for 
them to treat me with the love commanded 
by Christ?  

 

As Christians, we are in a win-win situa-
tion. We can’t lose out, even humanly 
speaking, by showing charity towards  
others, even—or especially— those who 
treat us as their enemies.  If our charity 
towards them doesn’t soften their heart 
towards us, we will be, at least, at peace 
within ourselves. So, in that sense, we can’t 
lose out. 

 

We certainly can’t lose out when we face 
our Maker at the moment of our death.  

Footnotes: 

1 
Sermon dating from 1833... 

Newman Reader - Works of John Henry Newman  

2 The obligation we have to love our neighbour is so 
important that Jesus Christ put it into a Commandment 
which He placed immediately after that by which He 
commands us to love Him with all our hearts. He tells 
us that all the law and the prophets are included in this 
commandment to love our neighbour. Yes, my dear 
brethren, we must regard this obligation as the most 
universal, the most necessary and the most essential to 
religion and to our salvation. In fulfilling this Com-
mandment, we are fulfilling all others. St. Paul tells us 
that the other Commandments forbid us to commit 
adultery, robbery, injuries, false testimonies. If we love 
our neighbour, we shall not do any of these things 
because the love we have for our neighbour would not 
allow us to do him any harm.  (Sermon of St John 
Vianney on Love of Our Neighbour). 

 

“For, if you love them that love you, 

what reward shall you have?  Do not 

even the publicans do this?”  

                           (Matt 5:46)    

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

https://www.newmanreader.org/index.html
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  

The “Weighty” Mass... 

 

The following true story was related to Sr. M. Veronica Murphy by an elderly nun  
who heard it from the lips of the late Reverend Father Stanislaus SS.CC. 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

In a little town in Luxembourg, a Captain of 
the Forest Guards was in deep conversation 
with the butcher when an elderly woman 
entered the shop. The butcher broke off the 
conversation to ask the old woman what she 
wanted. She had come to beg for a little 
meat but had no money. The Captain was 
amused at the conversation which ensued 
between the poor woman and the butcher:  

 

“Only a little meat, but how much are you 
going to give me?” the butcher asked her.  
 
“I am sorry,” the woman responded, “I 
have no money but I will hear Mass for 
you.” 
 
Both the butcher and the Captain were very 
indifferent about religion, so they at once 
began to scoff at the old woman's answer. 
 
“All right then,” said the butcher, “you go 
and hear Mass for me and when you come 
back I'll give you as much meat as the Mass 
is worth.” 
 
The woman left the shop and returned an 
hour later. She approached the counter and 
the butcher, seeing her, said, “All right, 
then, now we will see.” 
 
He took a slip of paper and wrote on it "I 
heard a Mass for you." He then placed the 
paper on the scales and a tiny bone on the 
other side but nothing happened. Next he 
placed a piece of meat instead of the bone, 
but still the paper proved heavier. 
 
The Captain, who had decided to stay on at 
the shop to see how the small drama would 
end, looked at the butcher. Both men were 
beginning to feel ashamed of their mockery. 
 
The butcher placed a large piece of meat on 
the balance, but still the paper held its own. 
The butcher, exasperated, examined the 
scales, but found they were all right. Placing 
an extremely large piece of meat on the 
scale, it still favoured the weight of the 
paper. 
 
Removing both items, he again checked the 
mechanism of the scale and then weighted 
several other items, and the scale proved to 
be exactly accurate. 
 
Exasperated, the butcher said kindly to the 
woman, “What do you want my good wom-
an, must I give you a whole leg of mutton?” 
 
At this he placed the leg of mutton on the 
balance, but the paper outweighed the meat. 

An even larger piece of meat was put on, 
but again the weight remained on the side 
of the paper. 
 
This impressed the butcher so much that he 
converted and promised to give the woman 
her daily ration of meat.  
He kept his promise and the business flour-
ished more than it ever had before. 
 
As for the Captain, he left the shop a 
changed man, and became an ardent lover 
of daily Mass. Because of that incident, he 
became a daily attendant at Mass and his 
children were trained to follow his exam-
ple. Peace and happiness in the home in-
creased as the love of God grew in the 
family. Two of his sons became priests, 
one a Jesuit and the other a Father of the 
Sacred Heart. 
 
Later when his sons became priests, the 
Captain advised them to say Mass well 
every day and never miss the Sacrifice of 
the Mass through any fault of their own. 
 
Father Stanislaus finished by saying “I am 
the Religious of the Sacred Heart, and the 
Captain was my father.” 

Fr Martin von Cochem, in his excellent 

book The Incredible Catholic Mass: 

An Explanation of the Mass writes 

about the "exalted dignity of the  

Sacrifice of the Mass”, which, he says, 

"we shall comprehend more fully when 

we consider who it is who offers this 

divine oblation" 1  

"Who, indeed? Is it a priest, a bishop, a 

pope, an Angel, a Saint or perhaps the 

Blessed Mother of God? Not so; it is 

none other than the greatest of all 

priests and bishops, the only-begotten 

Son of the Eternal Father, Jesus Christ, 

anointed by the Father a high priest, a 

priest forever according to the order of 

Melchisedech. This is what gives to the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass its immense, 

all-surpassing excellence and renders it 

in very truth a divine oblation..” [and, 

quoting St John Chrysostom]: "The 

priest is only a minister, for He who 

sanctifies and transforms the Victim is 

Christ Himself, who, at the Last Supper 

changed the bread into His flesh. That 

He continues to do now.  

Therefore, O Christian, when you see 

the priest at the altar, think not that it is 

he who offers the Sacrifice, but believe 

that it is the hand of Christ, invisible to 

mortal sight." 2  

Footnotes: 

1 
An oblation:  something offered to God,  

something that is presented to God.   
 

2  Fr Martin von Cochem: The Incredible Catholic 
Mass—An Explanation of the Mass, p.37-38. 
ISBN 0-89555-608-1  

“When Mass is being celebrated, the  

sanctuary is filled with countless angels who 

adore the Divine Victim immolated on the 

altar.”  

                              – St. John Chrysostom 

From the Publisher’s Preface:   
“… probably not ten percent of lay adult 
Catholics today, know even ten percent 
of what this book contains.”  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Incredible-Catholic-Mass-Explanation/dp/0895556081
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Incredible-Catholic-Mass-Explanation/dp/0895556081


 11 

Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Sarah from Shawlands asks if doubting is 

now OK in the Church, as she was taught it 

was a sin to doubt what God has revealed.  

Sarah quotes from an article she read online 

in the Catholic Herald:  

 

“Doubt is... a form of faith. This statement 

might strike some readers as contradictory, 

but a moment of reflection will show that 

this must be the case. To doubt is to have a 

doubt about something, to stand 

in relation to something. You must have a 

good degree of faith in order to doubt it – 

otherwise, you would reject it and no longer 

have faith. We do not speak of those who 

lack faith as doubting, but rather as  

rejecting faith.”   

( Karl Gustel Wärnberg:  St Thomas and the 

benefits of doubt, Catholic Herald, 4/7/22) 

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Happy Christmas! 

Doubt Vs 
Faith Seeking Understanding 

 
 
 

Thinking Through Theology Department  

You were correctly taught that it 
is a sin to doubt what God has 
revealed.  The above writer may 
be trying to be clever, but he 
seems to be confusing honest  
questioning with doubting.  

 

When the Angel Gabriel told Our Lady that 
God had chosen her to be the mother of the 
Messiah, she asked a question:  how can 
this be, since I am a virgin?  She was not 
doubting God’s all-powerful nature, that He 
can do all things, but she was asking for 
clarification on how she could fulfil this 
particular desire of God, given her personal 
state in life.  She was married to St Joseph 
at that point, having celebrated the first part 
of the Jewish wedding ceremony, but they 
had not consummated the marriage; nor 
would they. Catholic teaching on this matter 
is that Our Lady was a virgin before, during 
and after the birth of Our Lord.  Her perpet-
ual virginity is a dogma of the Faith.   

 

The answer to her question was simply that 
God would do this (not a detailed explana-
tion of how!) at which response, Our Lady 
expressed her faith, saying that she was 
God’s handmaid, ready to do His will. She 
didn’t belabour the point, repeat the ques-
tion, wrestle with it all—she simply accept-
ed that, while she didn’t understand it, all 
things are possible to God.  Such is our 
model of Faith.  In the very nature of things 
we cannot understand every dogma fully, 
from the Trinity to the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist, given that we have 
limited human intelligence. However, it 
doesn’t make sense to say we doubt a doc-
trine and yet believe it.  That IS contradicto-
ry. We may say that we don’t fully under-
stand teachings and want to study more, 
pray for grace to deepen our comprehen-
sion—that is not to doubt. That is “Faith 
Seeking Understanding” - see opposite.   

The motto “faith seeking understanding” is 
considered one of the classical definitions 
of theology. The statement is originally 
translated from the Latin fides quaerens 
intellectum. “Faith seeking understanding” 
means that faith in God revealed in Jesus 
Christ prompts a questioning search for 
deeper understanding.  

 

The exact phrase “faith seeking under-
standing” was introduced by Anselm of 
Canterbury (1033–1109), a monk,  
theologian, and Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in his book Proslogium.  

 

Before Anselm, Augustine of Hippo (AD 
354–430) coined a similar Latin phrase: 
Crede ut intelligas, or “believe that you 
may understand.” Augustine believed that 
knowledge of God comes before faith in 
Him, but faith in God brings with it a  
constant desire for deeper understanding. 
To phrase it simply, Christians earnestly 
want to understand what they believe.  

 

Anselm agreed with Augustine. He be-
lieved that faith is required for understand-
ing, but also that reason is essential to 
understanding. To Anselm, Christian faith 
sets in motion a quest to know and under-
stand God and what we believe about Him.  

 

Faith, according to Anselm, causes believ-
ers to seek understanding for the joy of 
knowing God and loving Him. In his book 
Faith Seeking Understanding: An Intro-
duction to Christian Theology, Daniel L. 
Migliore explains, “For Anselm, faith 
seeks understanding, and understanding 
brings joy.” Anselm himself wrote in 
Proslogium, “I pray thee, O God, let me 
know thee and love thee so that I may 
rejoice in thee.”   

 

The Bible promotes the idea of faith seek-
ing understanding. Jesus taught that the 
greatest commandment adjures us to love 
the Lord with all our minds (Matthew 
22:37). Speaking to the disciples in one of 
His post-resurrection appearances, Jesus 
“opened their minds so they could under-
stand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). Faith is 
what overcomes the world (1 John 5:4), 
but that faith is accompanied by an under-
standing of God: “We know also that the 
Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him 
who is true” (verse 20).   

 

In a discussion of Anselm’s motto, the 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
clears up two misconceptions. Many have 
mistaken “faith seeking understanding” to 
mean that Anselm hoped to replace faith 
with understanding, but this is far from 
true. Faith for Anselm is an active love for 
God in pursuit of deeper knowledge of 
God.  

Second, many philosophers have thought 
“faith seeking understanding” pertains only 
to believers because it begins with faith. But 
Anselm believed that reason alone was 
enough to convince even a moderately  
intelligent person of God’s existence.  

 

Anselm’s book Monologion begins with 
these words: “If anyone does not know, 
either because he has not heard or because 
he does not believe, that there is one nature, 
supreme among all existing things, who 
alone is self-sufficient in his eternal happi-
ness, who through his omnipotent goodness 
grants and brings it about that all other 
things exist or have any sort of well-being, 
and a great many other things that we must 
believe about God or his creation, I think he 
could at least convince himself of most of 
these things by reason alone, if he is even 
moderately intelligent.”  

 

Anselm’s motto of “faith seeking under-
standing” formed the foundation of the  
medieval theological and philosophical 
system known as Scholasticism, which 
sought to unite faith and reason into one 
coherent system. 

The above article is taken from the website 

Got Questions: Your Questions, Biblical  

Answers, at the GotQuestions.org site. 

 

 

And immediately, Jesus 

stretching forth his hand 

took hold of [Peter] and 

said to him: “O thou of little 

faith, why didst thou 

doubt?”   

 Matt 14:30-31 

Lord, 
save 
me!  
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Leprechaun 

From the Irish Daily Mail, 23/5/22, Mary 
Carr (described by our Irish correspondent 
as a “mega-major mod/lib!”) writes about 
Ireland’s “unique brand of à la carte  
Catholicism, noting that “Under the hyper-
relaxed rules of à la carte Catholicism, any-
thing goes.  Faith is no longer an all-or-
nothing business, so much so that we can 
cherry-pick exactly what we want from it. If 
the best school in our neighbourhood is 
Catholic, then that is where our little darlings 
will go, and to hell with the ethos.”   

 

“We can enjoy the splendid aesthetic of our 
local church as a setting for our dream wed-
ding and never give the place a second 
glance until we have a baby and decide it 
might be in their best interests to be  
Christened.  
Ed: I beg to differ here.  If they had a clue about 
Baptism, they’d be practising the Faith—the 
“Christening” is just an excuse for a party,  
nothing to do with the child’s “best interests”.  

 

“The dominance of  à la carte Catholicism is 
most obvious at this time of the year [May], 
when churches that usually stand empty or 
dark are suddenly packed to capacity with 
young families proudly presenting their 
beautifully turned-out offspring for their next 
Catholic rite of passage [First Holy  
Communion].  That most of the families 
won’t darken the door of the church again 
until it’s a younger child’s turn [or for  
Confirmation], won’t affect their enthusiasm 
for the occasion.”   

 

“For all its paradoxes, à la carte Catholicism 
is infinitely better than the religious dogma 
of my childhood, which controlled the  
country’s education and health services and 
had enormous influence on social policy and 
legislation”  
Ed: this translates as when people actually held 
to Catholic Faith and Morals, and you couldn’t 
easily contracept or murder unborn babies.    

 

“Back then, Mass attendance was buoyant, and the 
churches...heaved every Sunday with hourly morn-
ing Masses. But once the lid was blown off the 
scandal of clerical sex abuse and institutional 
brutality towards children, social conformity dis-
solved. The change suggested that it was fear, 
coercion, and conditioning, rather than genuine 
conviction that had been keeping the flock intact. 
Today’s Catholic Church is a more honest place, 
with a diminished influence on Irish life, but its 
challenge now is to survive and not shrink further 
until it’s a tiny cult.”  
Ed: in short,  now that bad clergy and anti-
Catholic media reporting has destroyed the 
Church’s influence and we can live as we choose 
without  those pesky “rules” (God’s  Law), we 
don’t want to lose our fancy wedding settings and 
excuses for parties, so hang on in there... 

VATICAN CITY, July 5 (Reuters) - Pope 
Francis said that while the Vatican's secret 
and contested agreement with China on the 
appointment of Catholic bishops is not ideal, 
he hopes it can be renewed in October be-
cause the Church takes the long view. 

The deal, which was first struck in 2018 and 
comes up for renewal every two years, was a 
bid to ease a longstanding divide across 
mainland China between an underground 
flock loyal to the pope and a state-backed 
official church. 

Both sides now recognise the pope as  
supreme leader of the Catholic Church. 
Ed: meaning what, precisely?  

The accord, which is still provisional, cen-
tres on cooperation over the appointment of 
bishops, giving the pope the final say.  
Ed: shucks, thanks.  

Its details have not been made public. 
Ed: You don’t say…   

"The agreement is moving well and I hope 
that in October it can be renewed," Francis 
said. 
Ed: You couldn’t make it up…   

COMPARISON TO SOVIET BLOC 

Francis defended the deal as being the state-
craft of working with the little available and 
trying to improve it. 

He compared its opponents to those who 
criticised Popes John XXII and Paul VI in 
the 1960s and 1970s over the so-called small 
steps policy in which the Vatican struck 
sometimes uncomfortable deals with Eastern 
European communist nations to keep the 
Church alive during the Cold War and limit 
its persecution there. 

"Diplomacy is like that. When you face a 
blocked situation, you have to find the pos-
sible way, not the ideal way, out of it," Fran-
cis said. 
 
"Diplomacy is the art of the possible and of 
doing things to make the possible become a 
reality," he said. 
Ed: To quote Mother Angelica who founded 
EWTN: “Diplomacy stinks.”  

The chief architect of the Vatican's policy 
towards the communist East Bloc was  
Agostino Casaroli, a diplomat who served 
under three popes between 1961-1990 and 
ended his career as Secretary of State. 

"Many people said so many things against 
John XXIII, against Paul VI, against  
Casaroli," Francis said. 

Casaroli's critics accused him of dealing 
with a Godless enemy, but most historians 
agree that his work kept the Church alive in 
Eastern Europe until the fall of the  
Berlin Wall in 1989. 

Comparing the current situation to the pre-
1989 era, Francis said his appointment of 
bishops in China since 2018 "is going 
slowly, but they are being appointed". 

Only six new bishops have been appointed 
since the deal, which its opponents say 
proves it is not producing the desired  
effects. In addition, the deal regularised the 
position of seven bishops who had been 
ordained before 2018 without Vatican 
approval. 
Ed: Shocking, beyond words.  

The pope called the slow process "'the 
Chinese way,' because the Chinese have 
that sense of time that nobody can rush 
them". 
Ed: Unfortunately for Papa Francis, the 
“Chinese way” is not Christ’s way, not, that is, 
if His urgent words in the Gospels are to be 
believed: “Go” [as in immediately] “teach all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.” (Matthew 28:19) Sounds like Our 
Lord is in a rush even if the Chinese are not!  

Pope hopes China deal on 

bishops will be renewed soon 

Reuters International News Agency 

VOCAL OPPOSITION  

One of the most vocal opponents of the 
deal is Cardinal Joseph Zen, 90, the former 
archbishop of Hong Kong, who was  
briefly arrested there in a national security 
case in May. 

"The Vatican may have acted out of good 
faith, but they have made an unwise  
decision," Zen told a gathering of 300 
people at a small neighbourhood church on 
Hong Kong island last month. 

Zen and others have accused the Vatican 
of turning a blind eye to human rights 
violations in China. The Vatican says it 
needs to have means to enter into dialogue 
with Beijing. 
Ed: Co-operating with grave evil, is the price 
to pay, the “means” for entering into 
“dialogue”?  

The level of freedom for Catholics in  
China since the accord varies according to 
areas.  "They (the Chinese) also have their 
own problems because it is not the same 
situation in every region of the country. It 
(the treatment of Catholics) also depends 
on local leaders," Francis said. 
Ed: The poor faithful, betrayed by the Pope 
himself.  God help them…   

https://www.reuters.com/world/exclusive-pope-hopes-china-deal-bishops-will-be-renewed-soon-2022-07-05/
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Archdiocese of Glasgow, Scotland. 
Friday 1st July,  2022 – Feast of the Most 
Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Last day of Octave to remember St John the 
Baptist’s birth, he who leapt in his mother’s 
womb when the Lord Jesus entered the room 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, he who 
was beheaded because he stood for the Truth 
and of whom Christ said, no greater man 
was born of woman. 
“Then he said, Son of man, remember every-
thing I say to you, listen closely, and go to 
your exiled countrymen and talk to them. 
Tell them, ‘The Lord says this whether they 
listen or not.’”   – Ezekiel, 2, 10-11. (Office 
of Readings, Monday, week 24)  –  my  
reason for writing this letter. 
 

Dear fellow Catholics in Scotland, 
 

Truth: What is it?  Where should we 
Catholics place it in our daily lives? 
 

For the good of our souls, and our eternal 
destination, we need to ask ourselves this 
key question in these traumatic, frightening 
times. 
 
Jesus answered “It is you who say that I am 
a King. I was born for this, I came into the 
world for this, to bear witness to the truth; 
and all who are on the side of truth listen to 
my voice.”  “Truth? said Pilate. What is 
that?” The chief priests and the scribes hated 
and crucified Christ because He brought, 
and made known the Truth. 
There have been many frightening things 
happening in our world which endanger the 
eternal future of our souls.  Hence, I feel 
moved to write this letter. 
 

To outline: 

 

1) I intend to address priests, myself includ-
ed, to consider the meaning of Christ’s 
priesthood and what it should mean to us.   
 

2) Actions of both priests and then of Pope 
Francis and of bishops both in Scotland and 
the World which are contrary to our  
priesthood.  
 

3) I shall address events recently in Scotland 
and the UK, as well as the events in the 
world which we should fear, because they 
could result in my soul, your soul being 
lost;  Our Lady of Fatima showed the three 
children of Fatima that any one of us could 
end up being a soul suffering in Hell for all 
eternity.  

 

Let me start by addressing one grave lie 
told by Priests, Bishops, Cardinals . . . 
 

“There is no Hell. That is rubbish those 
priests and people are frightening you with 
about Hell.  God loves us all; we are all 
going to heaven.”  Satanic deceit! 
 

St John Chrysostom, Bishop and one of the 
36 Doctors of our Catholic Church said 
“The road to Hell is paved with the bones of 
priests and monks, and the skulls of bishops 
are the lamp posts that light the path.” 
 

Open Letter from Glasgow Priest 
“Why do so many of us lie to the people about Hell and Damnation?” 

 

Father Stephen Dunn  

St. Athanasius, another Doctor of the 
Church goes further than Chrysostom by 
saying, “The floor to hell is paved with the 
skulls of priests.”          
St Teresa of Avila, also a Doctor of the 
Church warns us “Remember dear Chris-
tian, you have but one soul to save, one 
God to serve, one Eternity to expect, Death 
will come soon, Judgement will follow, and 
then Heaven or Hell forever”    
 

These are all Doctors of the Church people 
whose teaching and example are held in 
high esteem by the Church which is why 
they are given the title of Doctor of the 
Church, and there are only 36 of them, so 
the Church does not hand this title out 
willy-nilly! Why is it that so many of we 
priests deceive, continually, lie to our 
flocks about Hell and Damnation? Christ 
tells us very clearly of its existence in the 
Gospel – “the chaff will he will burn on a 
fire that never goes out” Parable of rich 
man and Lazarus – “it is not possible for 
anyone to cross over”; and yet I recently 
heard to my amazement one such priest/
bishop claim that “there is no hell; some-
one would have come back by now to tell 
us.” So was Jesus lying in that parable? 

 

Brothers, for the good of your souls, and 
the souls of the sheep whom you and I will 
be called to give account for on the day of 
Judgement, should ask yourselves “Would 
Jesus have lied to us? He who died on the 
Cross for our sins and the salvation of our 
souls?  And forget not what the Father said 
at the Transfiguration, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, listen to him.” 
 

Regarding the little children: “Anyone who 
would do any harm to the least of these 
little ones, would be better cast into the sea 
with a great millstone round his neck.” If 
the actions of we priests are endangering 
the little ones, Christ will be there at the 
right hand of the Father at our Judgement 
to confirm these great evils committed by 
us. I fear the Father’s wrath. 
The Queen of Heaven, Our Lady of Fati-
ma, did not lie to the three children of Fati-
ma when showing them the vision of souls 
suffering, for all eternity in Hell.  Please, 
accept and realise this Truth, for the good 
of your soul and the well being of the souls 
entrusted to your care. 
 

Priesthood: As Catholic Priests what is 
our priesthood? What should we be 
seeking to do through it? 
 

As we address this question let us remem-
ber John the Baptist’s actions, he who be-
cause of his behaviour pleased the Son of 
God so much to say “No greater man born 
of woman.” Are we similarly trying to 
please God in our priestly actions or is it 
the world we are more interested in  
pleasing? 
 

Our Priesthood is that which we ask Jesus 
Christ to share with us on the day of our 
ordination, Christ’s priesthood, conferred 

on Christ by the Father, which we ask  
Jesus to share  as we go forward for priest-
hood. In that priesthood, which because of 
the Father’s wish, we re-enact the perfect 
sacrifice of Christ at the last supper and on 
Calvary for the sins of the mankind. Or do 
we?!  The offering made in complete obedi-
ence to, and love of the Father, and love of 
us, His brothers and sisters on earth, created 
in His image and likeness. It is that attempt 
to please the Father, that we as priests 
should be fervently trying to do, every time 
we celebrate the Mass. 
 

The Mass: What is the Mass to Catholics 
– Especially Priests? What should it be? 

 
The Mass is the re-enactment in full, not a 
symbol as some deceitfully propagate, (just 
like Satan deceiving Adam and Eve that 
they would become gods if they ate the for-
bidden fruit) the perfect Sacrifice of Christ 
where he gives us His Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity, in the Mass.  Christ says, 
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, 
you will not have life within you.” When the 
crowds departed when He taught them this, 
He turned to the apostles and said “and do 
you also wish to go?”  Peter answered, (as 
we should be answering especially in these 
times of grave evil) “Lord, to whom will we 
go. You have the message of eternal life.” 
And never forget it is God who substantiates 
this in the consecration of the bread and 
wine to His body and Blood. And to those 
who don’t have faith in Transubstantiation, 
who claim the consecrated species is simply 
a symbol, who draw their minds to “Why 
doesn’t it taste like a piece of meat? Why 
does it not taste like the blood from 
meat?”  Because it is God, who can do any-
thing! God the Son has said so; He who died 
for our sins would not sin and lie to us! 
 

Fr Martin von Cochem, in his excellent 
book The Incredible Catholic Mass: An 
Explanation of the Mass writes about the 
“exalted dignity of the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
which, he says, “we shall comprehend more 
fully when we consider who it is who offers 
this divine oblation” (i.e. something offered 
to God, presented to God):  “Who, indeed? 
Is it a priest, a bishop, a pope, an Angel, a 
Saint or perhaps the Blessed Mother of 
God?  

Continued on p.14 Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Incredible-Catholic-Mass-Explanation/dp/0895556081
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Incredible-Catholic-Mass-Explanation/dp/0895556081
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Open Letter, continued from p.13 

Not so; it is none other than the greatest of 
all priests and bishops, the only-begotten 
Son of the Eternal Father, Jesus Christ, 
anointed by the Father a high priest, a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchise-
dech. This is what gives to the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass its immense, all-surpassing ex-
cellence and renders it in very truth a divine 
oblation.. [quoting St John Chrysostom]: 
“The priest is only a minister, for He who 
sanctifies and transforms the Victim is 
Christ Himself, who, at the Last Supper 
changed the bread into His flesh. That He 
continues to do now. Therefore, O Christian, 
when you see the priest at the altar, think not 
that it is he who offers the Sacrifice, but 
believe that it is the hand of Christ, invisible 
to mortal sight.”  (p,37-38) 

 

The following prayer from the Traditional 
Latin Mass greatly helps one to be drawn to 
the Father and helps us to reflect on how we 
should have pleased the Holy Trinity. 

    

“May the tribute of my homage be pleasing 
to you, most holy Trinity. Grant that the 
sacrifice which I, unworthy as I am, have 
offered in the presence of thy Majesty, may 
be acceptable to you.  Through your mercy, 
may it bring forgiveness to me and to all for 
whom I have offered it, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 
 

The above brings us to briefly focus on 
the grave question of corrupt sexual  
practices, and bishops and priests sup-
porting it – we need to ask the question:  
 

Are priests and those studying for the priest-
hood who practice and support such sexual 
deviancies worthy of sharing Christ’s priest-
hood?  Are they fit to celebrate Christ’s 
Mass? 
 

Bishops of the world, chief shepherds 
your duty is to serve Christ’s Church in 
Truth, nothing less.   
 

Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome, you have 
sold the Catholic Church in China for a 
yearly payment made to Vatican Bank, to 
the Chinese Communist party to appoint its 
bishops, (a deal you did through Cardinal 
McCarrick who advocated and freely prac-
ticed sodomy and such devious sexual prac-
tices) just like Judas Iscariot sold Christ to 
the chief priests. 
 

Francis, you favourably meet with Nancy 
Pelosi and Joe Bidden who advocate abor-
tion up to 9 months, who I state without 
doubt, whilst they continue to advocate this 
grave evil, are false Catholics, Judas Iscari-
ots. Francis, you say that it they should 
freely and without any fear receive the most 
Holy Eucharist, whilst they support and 
stand for such abortion. “For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
his own damnation, because he discerneth 
not the Lord’s body.” You, Francis say they 
should do it when the Lord’s chosen apostle 
to the gentiles, St Paul, says to the contrary.   

 

Francis you have no authority, I repeat, no 
authority, Pope or not, to contradict what 
God has given to His flock through the Sa-
cred Scriptures of St Paul.  You are advocat-
ing the will of Satan and the world, which 
continuously fights against the will of God. 
 

You have met with those who advocate, 
sodomy, one of the sins crying to heaven for 
vengeance, those who are for transgender-

ism, something that accuses God of mis-
creating us. You say that the Church has to 
change, and accept people who openly ad-
vocate and practise similar grave sexual 
practices, evils of Satan.  Absolutely not!
The Church, is the Church of Jesus Christ, 
God the Son, founded as he told us, on St 
Peter’s profession of faith in who Jesus is, 
something the Church celebrated a couple 
of days ago, 29 June. You are advocating 
evil solutions to the Lord’s flock, and thus I 
seriously fear for your soul. 

 

You have nominated a priest, Arthur Roche 
to lead the Congregation for the Faith, and 
suppress and eliminate the celebration of the 
Traditional Mass which many of the great 
saints, doctors, martyrs celebrated. Francis, 
I say directly to you, this is not the action of 
God, but is of Satan, who is trying to sup-
press the true celebration of the Most Holy 
Mass. You are suggesting that God, though 
the Second Vatican Council wished to sup-
press and eliminate the Traditional Latin 
Mass and this is nothing less than deceit, 
just like Satan deceived Adam and 
Eve.  Please Francis, turn from this evil, 
from the deceits of Satan, return to the True 
Church, that of Jesus Christ, and as Christ 
says, “There will be more rejoicing in 
Heaven over the repentant sinner than nine-
ty-nine good men.” 
 

Bishops carrying out actions 
clearly not of God. 
 

Bishop Joseph Toal: by ordaining  
Christopher Morris whilst he allegedly 
continues to engage in the gay lifestyle, 
something made very clear to you by  
numerous priests in the Diocese of Mother-
well, you betrayed Christ’s priesthood. You 
cast the great pearl (priesthood) of the 
Church before swine to be trodden. Wicked! 
 

Bishop Joseph Toal: I say to your face, re
–instate Fr Mathew Despard now to his 
full duties as a priest for the people of 
Motherwell diocese.  You had no right to 
remove him and suspend him for showing 
the priesthood in crisis in Motherwell,  
information since shown to be true. By sup-
pressing such Truth you were doing the 
work of Satan, and by continuing to fail to 
re-instate Fr Despard, Bishop Toal, you 
suppress the Truth – you are thus doing the 
work of Satan. 
 

Archbishop William Nolan: by your  
actions in stopping the people of  
Fr Despard’s parish praying for him in the 
church [when you were an assistant priest 
there], telling them to get out of Christ’s 
Church, you deprived the sheep of acting in 
a humble, reverent and loving way on be-
half of their much-loved shepherd, Fr Des-
pard. Your action was that of a ravenous 
wolf disguised as a shepherd.  I would urge 
you to apologise now in full to Fr Despard, 
asking him to forgive you for such grave 
injustice. 
Editor: to read about this incident 
see June, 2022 newsletter, P16 
 
 

Bishop John Keenan: you have a duty, 
not a choice, to cleanse the Lord’s thresh-
ing floor of the evil that has entered your 
diocese – for example, those [such as Paul 
Laverty] advocating grave sexual miscon-
duct and showing it on public websites!   

By failing to remove this person from  
seminary, you are betraying Christ and  
endangering souls. Thus, Bishop, you will 
be judged most harshly. 
 

To bishops who support and are obedient 
to Francis, who clearly is serving the world, 
not Christ – the same harsh judgment awaits 
each of you. 
 

This letter has been written with good inten-
tions, and I trust that it is read by all  
concerned in a spirit of charity.  Please pray 
for me.  Thank you.  God Bless you all.   

Reflection… 
 

Scandal is unfortunately nothing new for 
the Church.  

 

St. Francis de Sales was one saint God 
raised up after the Protestant Reformation. 
[which] was not principally about theology, 
about the faith but about morals. There was 
an Augustinian priest, Martin Luther, who 
went down to Rome just after the papacy of 
the most notorious pope in history, Pope 
Alexander VI.  

 

This pope was simply a wicked man. He 
had nine children from six different  
concubines. Martin Luther wondered how 
God could allow such a wicked man to be 
the visible head of His Church. He went 
back to Germany and saw all types of moral 
problems. Priests were living in open  
relationships with women. Some were try-
ing to profit from selling spiritual goods. 
There was a terrible immorality among lay  
Catholics. He was scandalized. So he 
founded his own Church.  

 

Eventually God raised up many saints to 
combat this wrong solution and to bring 
people back to the Church Christ founded. 
St. Francis de Sales was one of them. At the 
risk of his life, he went through parts of 
what is now Switzerland, where the  
Calvinists were popular, preaching the Gos-
pel with truth and love. Once he was asked 
to address the situation of the scandal 
caused by so many of his brother priests. 
What he said is as important for us today as 
it was for his listeners then. He didn't pull 
any punches.  

 

He said, "Those who commit these types of 
scandals are guilty of the spiritual  
equivalent of murder," destroying other 
people's faith in God by their terrible exam-
ple. But then he warned his listeners, "But 
I'm here among you to prevent something 
far worse for you. While those who give 
scandal are guilty of the spiritual equivalent 
of murder, those who take scandal who 
allow scandals to destroy their faith are 
guilty of spiritual suicide." They're guilty, 
he said, of cutting off their life with Christ, 
abandoning the source of life in the  
Sacraments.     
 

(The above extracts are taken from  
Fr  Roger J. Landry: Answering Scandal with 
Personal Holiness, homily published at  
Catholic Education Resource Center. ) 

Ed: Fr Dunn’s letter was originally  
published on our blog, and widely praised. 
There was some criticism from a minority, 
those imbued with the worldly spirit of 
human respect, who prefer to name-call 
Father, while whispering their complaints 
about clergy behind closed doors. Thank 
you, Father for coming into the light.  

https://catholictruthscotland.com/2022/06/30/is-the-gay-scottish-priesthood-which-is-disgracing-holy-mother-church-here-to-stay/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2022/06/30/is-the-gay-scottish-priesthood-which-is-disgracing-holy-mother-church-here-to-stay/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2017/07/27/bishop-toal-of-motherwell-must-sack-lgbt-supporting-cambuslang-priest/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2017/07/27/bishop-toal-of-motherwell-must-sack-lgbt-supporting-cambuslang-priest/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Catholic-Truth_Newsletter_2022-06-1.pdf
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/religion-and-philosophy/apologetics/answering-scandal-with-personal-holiness.html
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She Who Builds Cathedrals 
 

Nicole Johnson  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

It all began to make sense, the blank stares, 
the lack of response, the way one of the kids 
will walk into the room while I’m on the 
phone and ask to be taken to the store. Inside 
I’m thinking, “Can’t you see I’m on the 
phone?” 

Obviously not; no-one can see if I’m on the 
phone, or cooking, or sweeping the floor; or 
even standing on my head in the corner, 
because no-one can see me at all.  I’m the 
invisible Mom.  Some days I am only a pair 
of hands, nothing more! Can you fix this? 
Can you tie this? Can you open this?  

Some days I’m not a pair of hands; I’m not 
even a human being. I’m a clock to ask, 
“What time is it?”  I’m a satellite guide to 
answer “What number is the Disney  
Channel?”   I’m a car to order; “Right 
around 5.30, please.”  

Some days I’m a crystal ball; “Where’s my 
other sock? Where’s my phone? What’s for 
dinner?”  

I was certain that these were the hands that 
once held books and the eyes that studied 
history, music and literature. But now, they 
had disappeared into the pickle jar, never to 
be seen again. She’s going, she’s going, and 
she’s gone!  

One night, a group of us were having dinner; 
celebrating the return of a friend from  
England who’d just gotten back from a  
fabulous trip. I was feeling pretty pathetic, 
when she turned to me with a beautifully 
wrapped package, and said: “I brought you 
this.”  It was a book on the great cathedrals 
of Europe. I wasn’t sure why she’d given it 
to me until I read her inscription:  “With 
admiration for the greatness of what you are 
building when no-one sees.”  

In the days ahead I would read—no,  
devour—the book. And I would discover 
what would become for me, four life-
changing truths, after which I could pattern 
my work:  

1) No-one can say who built the great  
cathedrals; we have no record of 
their names 

2) These builders gave their whole 
lives for a work they would never 
see finished; 

3) They made great sacrifices and  
expected no credit; 

4) The passion of their building was 
fuelled by their faith that the eyes 
of God saw everything.  

 
I read the story of a visitor who saw a 
workman carving a tiny bird on the inside 
of a beam. H was puzzled and asked the 
man, “Why are you spending so much time 
carving that little bird into a beam that will 
be covered by the roof. No-one will ever 
see it” And the workman replied, “Because 
God sees.”  

I closed the book, feeling the missing piece 
fall into place.  It was almost as if I heard 
God whispering to me, “I see you. I see the 
sacrifices you make every day, even when 
no-one around you does.  

No act of kindness you’ve done, no sequin 
you’ve sewn on, no cupcake you’ve baked, 
no last minute errand is too small for me to 
notice and smile over.  You are building a 
great cathedral, but you  can’t see right 
now what it will become.  

Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris  

As mothers, we are building great  
cathedrals. We cannot be seen if we’re do-
ing it right. And one day, it is very  
possible that the world will marvel, not only 
at what we have built, but at the beauty that 
has been added to the world by the  
sacrifices of invisible mothers.  

Much gratitude to the reader who passed 
the above beautiful article to me, profusely 
apologising for the state of the printed 
page. Old and tattered for sure, but with a 
message that is forever new.  Thank you 
again—it is a treasure!  Ed. 

And His mother kept all 

these words in her heart.  

 

                        Luke 2:51 
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From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

“People talk about lay people in the Church 
and lay people must do this or that,” he says. 
“But they don’t speak enough about the 
theology that is the underpinning – the rea-
son – for the apostolate of the lay faithful.” 
This is set out in Lumen Gentium, the 1964 
dogmatic constitution of the Church, and 
Apostolicam Actuositatem, the decree on 
the apostolate of lay people that was  
published in 1965.  

 

“I was so happy because I was made bishop 
just two weeks before the last session of 
Vatican II so I was there when that docu-
ment on the lay apostolate was being final-
ised. It was among those to be concluded at 
the last session. I remember it well, very 
much so.”  
 

Cardinal Arinze pauses then speaks slowly 
and deliberately, keen to make his point 
clearly. “The Second Vatican Council has 
done much to encourage the positive  
theology (of the lay apostolate),” he says. 

“It is not in order to share power, it is not in 
order to empower women, it is not in order 
to prevent clericalism, although clericalism 
is wrong,” he continues.  

 

“It isn’t in order to share power with  
clerics, and it isn’t that their work is just to 
pray and obey and keep quiet. We all have 
a role to play in the Church and in the 
world by force of baptism … the lay  
people are doing their part, the clerics are 
doing their part and the religious brothers 
and sisters their part.  
 

“So lay people who are active in their apos-
tolate are not just assisting the bishops. The 
bishops don’t own the Church, the Pope 
does not own the Church. We are only 
servants. You cannot do my part and I can-
not do your part but if each does their own 
part the Church will become present in the 
world.” 

Simon Caldwell, Maintaining the Church’s 

identity is vital, Catholic Herald, 28/6/22 
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 Although the teaching that priestly  
ordination is to be reserved to men alone 
has been preserved by the constant and 
universal Tradition of the Church and 
firmly taught by the Magisterium in its 
more recent documents, at the present 
time in some places it is nonetheless 
considered still open to debate, or the 
Church's judgment that women are not to 
be admitted to ordination is considered 
to have a merely disciplinary force.  

 
 

Wherefore, in order that all doubt may 
be removed regarding a matter of great 
importance, a matter which pertains to 
the Church's divine constitution itself, in 
virtue of my ministry of confirming the 
brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the 
Church has no authority whatsoever to 
confer priestly ordination on women and 
that this judgment is to be definitively 
held by all the Church's faithful.  

 

Pope John Paul II, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis 
(Apostolic Letter), #4. 22 May, 1994  

At the Last Supper, the Apostles—“very 
much troubled”1—questioned Our Lord’s 
claim that one of them would betray Him.  

Each appeared to doubt his own integrity:  

 

“In the presence of Divinity, no-one can be 
sure of his innocence and everyone asked: 
‘Is it I?’ Every man is a mystery to himself, 
for he knows that within his heart there lie, 
coiled and dormant, serpents that at any 
moment would sting a neighbour with their 
poison, or even God. One of them could be 
sure that he was the traitor, and yet no-one 
could be sure that he was not.” 2  

 

 

This serves as a lesson for all Catholics, that 
we should never trust our own ability to win 
the war against Satan. We must rely instead, 
on God’s grace—a lesson which is, surely, 
particularly important for the clergy.  

 

As we’ve noted often in these pages, the 
crisis in the Church is essentially a crisis in 
the priesthood. The tabloid headlines are 
seldom about lay Church employees living 
double-lives. The overwhelming number of  
headlined (usually sexual) scandals bringing 
the Church into disrepute, involve double-
living priests and bishops.  

 

It is a mistake, though, to see these scandals 
as being the cause of the crisis in the priest-
hood. Not so.   

Footnotes: 
 

1 
John 26:22   

2 Fulton J. Sheen: Life of Christ, Image Books, NY, 
p.291   

 

The scandals are simply the outward  
evidence of the inward betrayal: before he 
went off to sell his Master for that now  
infamous thirty pieces of silver, Judas had 
betrayed Christ in his heart. He did not 
believe. It’s that simple. Today, we are 
witnessing various levels of that betrayal in 
ourselves and in the clergy. We believe, 
but only up to a point. I am frequently in 
touch with laity who are shocked by the 
state of the Church and even understand 
that, at base, we need to restore the  
Traditional Latin Mass but who can’t or 
won’t make the break with their parishes to  
attend it. Sometimes, this is for silly  
reasons, albeit understandable in human 
terms,  such as being attached to their 
priest, other parishioners, the church build-
ing itself, the various parish activities, 
especially if personally involved in, say a 
coffee group raising funds for charity, 
playing an instrument, singing in the choir.   
Whatever. They do not believe—totally.    
 

Similarly, there are clergy who express the 
desire to speak out against the state of their 
own diocese, but fear the consequences. 
Superiors can be vicious men and they 
may find themselves homeless (I used to 
correspond with one such priest in  
England, now deceased), and again, this is 
understandable. However, they have this 
platform, the newsletter and blog, with a 
cast-iron guarantee of anonymity. I asked 
one Doubting/Nervous Thomas recently, if 
he had any idea of the identity of the  
several priests who have written for us 

over the years, under various fake names—
pseudonyms—“Fr McHaggis” being a  
typical example.  Answer, of course, “no”.  
Nobody knows the identity of such priests 
because I was committed to safeguarding 
before “safeguarding” was a “thing”.  The 
truth is, these “concerned” priests are often 
more concerned with their own safety than 
with the safety of the souls who are in grave 
danger of being lost, including, in some sad 
cases, the double-living brother priests 
whom they seek, conscientiously, to “out”.   

 

The crisis in the Church and the Priesthood 
is very wide and very deep.  It has no  
borders.  It’s not a case of “go here” or “go 
there” to find great priests.  If only. If only! 
Nobody’s perfect, as we know, and that 
applies to priests as much as to the rest of 
us.  We really have no right to demand per-
fection from our priests.  But we do have a 
right to expect a little evidence of virtue. If, 
to paraphrase Our Lord’s words about  
loving enemies, our priests exhibit charity 
only, or chiefly, to those with whom they 
agree, those whose personalities, gifts and 
talents they prefer, what merit is there in 
that? Perfect? Perfectly natural, of course.  

 

St. John Chrysostom: “Do you wish to know 
if the people of any place are righteous? 
Look what sort of a pastor they have. If you 
find him pious, just, sound, believe the  
people will be the same…”   

 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!  


