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Catholic Truth… a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 

Attention!  

There will be an  
important  

announcement 
about the future 
of Catholic Truth  

in the next 
Newsletter,  

 February edition.   
 

Don’t miss it!  

Wishing all our  

readers a very happy 

and holy Christmas, 

December, 2022... 

To read the evidence—from a Jewish source—that 

Joseph and Mary were married at the time of the 

conception of Our Lord, see p 10… 

“This first stage of marriage is not a preliminary agreement to 

contract a marriage at a future date (like the western concept of 

engagement), but an integral component of the two-step  

marriage process…”    
                       

                                                                     The Jewish Marriage Ceremony, Chabad.org  

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/465162/jewish/The-Jewish-Marriage-Ceremony.htm
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Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The Mass & The Saints 

A  Convert to the Faith On “Worshipping Like the Saints”  

 

Devin Rose  

Continued on p.3 

This is the unpublished, hidden chapter in 
my book, Lionheart Catholic, with the  
twenty-first ingredient in the secret recipe of 
the saints.  

 

The Ancient Mass 
 

“Hearken to your father who begot you, and 
do not despise your mother when she is old.” 
        -- Proverbs 23:22 
 

One of my greatest joys in being Catholic is 
receiving Jesus in the Holy Eucharist at 
Mass. But when I first became Catholic from 
Protestantism, I found the Mass somewhat of 
a let-down. Part of that was because most of 
the Protestant pastors I had heard were very 
gifted in public speaking. Their words 
moved me and convinced me of whatever 
they were teaching. Granted, much of what 
they said I now know was in error, but none-
theless they had a very good delivery and 
really packaged up the entire Sunday service 
in a way that was enjoyable, almost enter-
taining.   

 

As a Catholic, I came to appreciate that the 
Sunday liturgy was not intended to be enter-
tainment, and even enjoyment per se was not 
the goal. Rather, the Holy Mass was the 
divinely ordained way in which God de-
signed for us to worship Him. So in a very 
real sense, it doesn't matter how good the 
priest’s homily is, what the lectors or cantors 
or altar servers are wearing, or how they are 
acting. What matters is the fact that the Mass 
is Heaven on earth, the one sacrifice of 
Christ re-presented, made present again, for 
us, such that we are kneeling at the foot of 
the Cross of our Lord.  

 

Massive Silliness  

 

During my seventeen years as a Catholic 
leading up to this point, I had endured some 
strange Masses. One time the priest invited a 
female Methodist preacher to give the homi-
ly at our parish. Sometimes the priest invited 
young people to come up all around the altar 
during the consecration. Often times, the 
music that we sang at Mass was campy, 
goofy, and even heretical in terms of the 
lyrics to the songs. I noticed that many 
priests liked to ad-lib, inserting remarks that 
they thought were witty, making jokes, 
changing the wording and language, and 
generally making themselves the center of 
attention, as if this were some type of theatri-
cal performance. In fact, one of the priests in 
our diocese was a former thespian, an actor, 
and he would act out the liturgy in a dra-
matic (you might say, melodramatic) way. 
Honestly, I can endure all this. I'm an adult, 
and you could subject me to just about any 
strangeness in the liturgy, and it would roll 
off me like water off a duck's back.  

 

Perhaps, with a wonderful homily, and sa-
cred music, and altar servers showing rever-
ence, I might benefit from the Mass that 
much more, but even as-is the silliness did 
not do much damage to my faith. 

Stakes Are Higher With Children  

 

But now that my children were growing 
older—one had received first Holy Com-
munion already, and the other was soon 
going to be—I had to be concerned about 
their spiritual formation. I wanted them to 
realize that the Catholic Faith in the Holy 
Mass is not a pop music concert, not some-
thing earthly that we have to fill up with 
words and talking, but rather something 
heavenly, powerful, something quite differ-
ent than anything else in this world. I want-
ed to worship like the saints did, and I want-
ed my children to as well. While I was not 
affected much by the awful music, nonsense 
homilies, and all that went along with nov-
elties at Mass, my children were very much 
affected by them.  

One Sunday after Mass, my children came 
home singing the songs we had heard at 
Mass, heretical lyrics and all. It got even 
worse though. At our parish, there would 
be multiple rounds of applause during 
Mass, for this person, or that group, or 
congratulating the choir, or thanking the 
priest, or after some announcement of hu-
man achievement. Soon our children were 
looking forward to all the times they got 
the clap at Mass. It struck me as inappro-
priate, though I couldn’t be sure why. Then 
I read this quote from Pope Benedict:  

 

“Whenever applause breaks out in the 
liturgy because of some human achieve-
ment, it is a sure sign that the essence of 
liturgy has totally disappeared and been 
replaced by a kind of religious entertain-
ment.”   

 

My children were also seeing immodestly 
dressed people at Mass all the time,  
primarily women, but also many of the 
men dressed in ways that did not show 
proper respect for where they were.  
Further, lots of the children were just goof-
ing off during Mass. The parents seemed to 
not know or not care. Now, I'm the last 
person who gets annoyed when there are 
children at Mass, quite the opposite, and 
there's always going to be a certain amount 
of boisterousness with young children at 
Mass.  My wife and I have even gotten 
looks from the priest before, and one time 
the priest stopped his homily and called us 
out and told us to take our children to the 
cry room. We were embarrassed, of course, 
but the point is that I understand children 
will make noise.  

Making some noise, however, is a far cry 
from letting them be on smart phones during 
Mass or goof off as if they are at a carnival. 
But, what options were there?  
This was the Mass, the only one we had 
known as a family.   

 

A New, Old Mass  

 

It was at this time that we met a couple who 
had just recently moved to the area. We 
invited them over for dinner, and got to 
know them more. They told us that they 
went to the Traditional Latin Mass, which 
met at the Cathedral. We asked them ques-
tions about the Latin Mass, and their an-
swers were quite illuminating. But I had an 
objection to going. Two times in my years of 
being Catholic, I had gone to the Latin Mass. 
One time was with my wife, Catherine, and 
one time was by myself when I was single. 
 

Both times, my experience was the same. 
I could not understand much of anything that 
was going on, the priest mumbled a bunch of 
stuff at the front, and even during his homily 
I could barely understand him even though it 
was in English. No one greeted me, and it 
just seemed very strange.  
 

Whenever I left the Latin Mass those two 
times, my takeaway was: no wonder that 
after Vatican II they changed the Mass! 
Nonetheless, our new friends encouraged us 
to give the Latin Mass another try. They 
pointed out that the Latin Mass was the 
Mass that almost all the saints had experi-
enced, and became saints through. They also 
recommended a book to us, by a man named 
Dr. Peter Kwasniewski. We put the book on 
our list to buy and read, and that Sunday 
decided to go to the Latin Mass. 

 

Dipping Our Toes In  

 

I was already annoyed before we even ar-
rived at the Cathedral, because the only 
place where the Latin Mass was offered in 
our area was a long drive away to the city's 
downtown, and it met at 3:30 p.m. in the 
afternoon, which as many families with 
young children will know, is not a great 
time.  

 

This time around, I was greeted by multiple 
people, but my wife and I were still quite 
fearful that we were going to be criticized 
and judged by what we assumed were rigid, 
legalistic traditionalists who were there at 
the Latin Mass.   

 

We were given little blue books that had the 
Latin on one side and the English on the 
other, so we were able to follow along much 
better than we had before.   

 

I still didn't understand some of it, and com-
pared with the "regular" Mass, I felt that I 
had almost no participation.  

 

The congregation made relatively few re-
sponses, and most all the action was done by 
the priest quietly or silently facing away 
from the people toward the altar.  

https://www.lionheartcatholic.com/get-the-book
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My wife and I were on edge, fearful of any 
noise that are children made, and we were 
tense and extra strict on them. 

 

The Mass also was about a half hour longer 
than the one at our parish, and that tested my 
children's patience beyond their limits.  
Honestly, it tested my patience beyond my 
limits as well.  

 

The kneelers at the Cathedral, which was 
quite an old church, were about as uncom-
fortable as can be, and I noticed that there 
was significantly more kneeling during the 
Latin Mass than there was at the regular 
Mass.   

 

To top it all off, when we were driving 
home, they were putting the highway under 
construction and closing down lanes one-by-
one for the night-time work. So instead of 
taking thirty minutes to get home like it 
should have, it took an hour.   

 

Coupled with all the other inconveniences 
and discomforts from the Latin Mass, I was 
ready to blow my top, and I never wanted to 
go to the Latin Mass again. I felt frustrated 
and angry, so Catherine told me to take some 
time to calm down.   

 

After a few days we were able to discuss the 
experience. I told her that I was annoyed 
because she was so uptight during the Mass, 
fearful that our children were going to make 
too much noise, and that led to me being 
stressed out too. She apologized for that, and 
she asked me if I noticed how much silence 
there was during the Mass. I told her that I 
did, and when I thought about it, I had found 
it quite refreshing and peaceful.  

 

That made me think of the music that they 
had at the Latin Mass. It was reverent, sa-
cred, and moving. We have never heard such 
music at our parish. So I agreed that there 
were several good aspects to the Latin Mass 
and that it intrigued me enough that I was 
willing to go again, but not right away, may-
be in a month.  

 

Scandal   

 

Around this time in 2017, the second sexual 
abuse scandal was starting to break. I had 
come into the Catholic Church in 2001, right 
when the first sexual abuse scandal hit the 
news. It did not shake my faith then, because 
I knew that people would sin and do evil 
things, but like most Catholics, I also be-
lieved, wrongly, that the bishops and priests 
had cleaned house and had changed things to 
prevent such disgusting evils from happen-
ing again.  

 

Now the scandal was breaking all over again, 
and I realized that the bishops and even the 
pope had really just papered over problems, 
doing things that covered their liabilities and 
made them look like they were doing some-
thing, but all the while the evil things were 
still going on.   

 

Some of my friends, understandably angry, 
were pulled toward the route of activism.  
They were calling for their bishops to resign 
and planning to publicly protest outside 
chanceries.  

 

On the other side, I saw several “Catholic 
superstars,” as I thought of them, high-
profile Catholics who go on radio shows and 
talk shows, and I saw that they were waffling 
and wavering, trying to stay with the status 
quo and not offend anyone. 

I wanted to do something. But I didn't want 
to become an activist protesting outside the 
bishop's house (though I sympathized with 
the righteous anger), nor did I want to act 
like nothing was wrong and go along with 
everything.   

 

I remembered that the Latin Mass was the 
one that the saints experienced. All the 
saints I had read about who had paid hom-
age and love for the Mass had been speak-
ing of what we now call the Traditional 
Latin Mass.  

 

Pope Benedict XVI called attention to this 
fact and pointed out that the Church could 
never simply ignore or do away with the 
Latin Mass, because it was so instrumental 
in forming countless saints in the Church.  

Dr. Peter Kwasniewski elaborated on this 
same idea in a blog post where he wrote: 
 

“For this is the Mass that St. Gregory the 
Great inherited, developed, and solidified.  

 

This is the Mass that St. Thomas Aquinas 
celebrated, lovingly wrote about, and con-
tributed to (he composed the Mass Propers 
and Office for the Feast of Corpus Christi). 
 

"This is the Mass that St. Louis IX, the 
crusader king of France, attended three 
times a day. This is the Mass that St. Philip 
Neri had to distract himself from before he 
celebrated it because it so easily sent him 
into ecstasies that lasted for hours. 
 

"This is the Mass that was first celebrated 
on the shores of America by Spanish and 
French missionaries, such as the North 
American Martyrs. 
 

"This is the Mass that priests said secretly 
in England and Ireland during the dark 
days of persecution, and this is the Mass 
that Blessed Miguel Pro risked his life to 
celebrate before being captured and mar-
tyred by the Mexican government.”   

 

I wanted to immerse myself in the Mass of 
the saints, to help me and my family be-
come saints, and that meant attending the 
Traditional Latin Mass.   

 

I had always heard the phrase “active par-
ticipation in the Mass” numerous times 
over the years. I had thought active partici-
pation meant that we needed to be making 
hand gestures, and saying lots of responses, 
and doing things like being the lectors and 
extraordinary ministers of Holy Commun-
ion, and so on. 

 

But as I learned about the Latin Mass, you 
could actively participate in the Mass with-
out doing any of those things. Instead, you 

participated through silent adoration and 
worship, joining your heart and mind to that 
of the priest who was offering the holy sacri-
fice of the Mass. This was active participa-
tion. In other words, you could participate 
with your whole being, without having to 
speak a bunch of words or make a bunch of 
hand gestures. 
 

The Old Mass Is New Again 
 

So we went to the Latin Mass again, and one 
of the key things we realized was that none 
of the Catholics there were rigid and legalis-
tic, and none were judging or condemning 
us and our children. In fact, there were 
scores of young families there with boister-
ous children, and they were all there in the 
silence of the Latin Mass, listening to the 
sacred music. I came to relish the silence, 
the incense, the somewhat dim lighting of 
the cathedral, creating an atmosphere of holy 
somnolence. In reading about the Latin 
Mass, I was growing to appreciate the an-
cient roots of this liturgy. Almost all the 
people at the Latin Mass wore modest, re-
spectful clothing. Many of the women even 
wore veils. 

 

I had always wondered about veils, because 
as a Protestant I read very clearly in the 
Bible several passages that spoke of the need 
for women to wear veils. Yet, I had rarely 
seen a woman with a veil at Mass. And at 
the Protestant churches I went to, none of 
the women followed the Bible literally and 
wore veils. To my surprise, I realized that 
veils were worn in church by Catholic wom-
en since time immemorial, and it was only a 
recent change to canon law that removed the 
requirement for women to wear veils. My 
wife decided to start wearing a veil, and she 
asked me whether I was okay with that. I 
told her that I had not given it much thought, 
and that if she thought it was helpful to her 
and her worship, it was fine with me. It was 
biblical after all and also practiced in the 
Church for almost two thousand years. As 
the weeks went on, she shared with me how 
much she was growing to love veiling. 
She said that it helped her to shut out dis-
tractions during Mass and focus on our Lord 
and the holy sacrifice being offered. She 
said it also gave her a feeling of being under 
my authority and God’s, not in a subservient 
way, but rather in a rightly ordered way.  

 

I had always believed that the Mass was 
Heaven on earth, and now the Latin Mass 
made that palpable and tangible. It wasn't 
just something that I only intellectually un-
derstood, but also something that I was now 
experiencing. Over time, we got used to the 
uncomfortable pews and the difficulties that 
surrounded going to the Latin Mass, with its 
bad time and bad location. The benefits 
outweighed the downsides by a landslide, 
and we made that our norm. I had had many 
stereotypes of radical traditionalists. These 
stemmed from the arguments I had gotten 
into with such people online over the years 
as a Catholic apologist, because these “rad 
trads,” who believed that there was no Pope 
and that the See of Rome was vacant, would 
argue with me and accuse me of not being a 
true Catholic. So in my mind the people who 
went to the Latin Mass were these radical 
traditionalists.  Wrong! 

Continued on p.4 

https://onepeterfive.com/ten-reasons-to-attend-the-traditional-latin-mass/
https://onepeterfive.com/ten-reasons-to-attend-the-traditional-latin-mass/
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Instead, I discovered that the people going to 
the Latin Mass were kind, warm, welcoming, 
and, like us, did not grow up with the Latin 
Mass at all but came to it as we did, desiring 
something deeper, thinking that there must 
be something more, and then discovering this 
hidden jewel. We made great friends with 
several of these couples and continued to get 
together with them. These families were not 
perfect, nor is ours, but we shared the same 
desire to worship like the saints, to become 
saints, and to want to have the Mass be as 
reverent as it should be. I learned an old 
saying: “Lex orandi, lex credendi.” Roughly 
translated, it means that “the way that we 
pray and worship informs the way that we 
believe.” This was important especially for 
our children, but also for my own salvation 
and growth in holiness.  

 

My hope Is that the Latin Mass will grow 
and spread in its practice around the world, 
and that it won't just be relegated to one bad 
location and bad time as it is in our diocese 
currently.  

 

In the meantime, we still go quite often to 
Mass at the parish right by our house, as well 
as to the Latin Mass.  

 

I had found my way to “do something” about 
the crisis in the Church. My way was to be-
come a saint, and a key aspect of that was 
going to the Latin Mass.  

 

I began to connect all the different ingredi-
ents that our Lord had shown me, realizing 
that a saintly recipe was developing that I 
wanted to follow.  

 

How to Mix in This Ingredient 
 

The Latin Mass! How differently I have felt 
about it in the course of my life as a  
Catholic. When I became Catholic, I was 
what you would call a “JP2 Catholic,” one 
who came alive in his faith during the pontif-
icate of Pope Saint John Paul II. I devoured 
everything I could about the New Evangeli-
zation, the Church in the modern world, and 
read the Vatican II documents. 

 

In fact, largely because of the New Evangeli-
zation, I discovered the Catholic Faith when 
I was a Protestant. So I am about the farthest 
thing away from a cranky traditionalist who 
thinks that Vatican II was no good. This 
stance puts me at odds with a large number 
of traditionalists that I have met, but what 
I've been surprised at is the fast-growing 
number of Catholics who go to the  
Traditional Latin Mass who have a similar 
background to me. They also became Catho-
lic during John Paul II’s reign, or that of 
Pope Benedict, and through one way or an-
other came to darken the door of the Latin 
Mass, only to discover the beauty of the 
Extraordinary Form of the Mass: its silence, 
sacred Music, and reverence.  

 

And so the old stereotypes of the rigid and 
legalistic traditionalist are beginning to erode 
away.  

 

Sure, you will still find those Catholics, and 
they are entitled to their opinion about how 
things should have been done, but the main-
stream adoption of the Latin Mass is begin-
ning, and I'm confident we'll continue to 
grow over the next century.  

 

So what should you do? 

 

I recommend that you find a Latin Mass and 
try it out. Look for one in your area! 

At traditional Latin 
Mass we worship 

like the saints 

Sometimes, there's not one and you're out 
of luck. But if there is one, just go and 
check it out a few times. It took me a while 
to get used to it, and as I wrote about in 
this chapter, the first few times that I went, 
I was confused and it was pretty off-
putting. But if you're prepared going in 
that it's going to be different and make an 
effort to be open to what it is, I believe our 
Lord will give you a grace for it.  

 

Going to the Latin Mass is not about being 
a holier-than-thou Catholic, or being 
“more pure” than a Catholic who just goes 
to the regular Mass. Not at all. It is instead 
a haven, a sanctuary, a hospital where our 
tired, busy, frenetic modern souls can have 
an hour of silence, and beauty, and wor-
ship that transcends our natural human 
world.  

The Recipe of the Saints 
 

This [the above article] was the previously 
unpublished, hidden chapter in Lionheart 
Catholic, revealing an additional ingredient 
in the recipe of the saints.  

 

To find out the other twenty ingredients in 
the recipe of the saints, get my book  
Lionheart Catholic for just the cost of ship-
ping and handling here:  
https://www.lionheartcatholic.com/get-the-
book 

The above article was originally published 

under the title Traditional Latin Mass and the 

Secret Recipe of the Saints, on the website 

Lionheart Catholic, 21/4/20, and re-printed 

here with kind permission.  

Liturgical Correspondent writes… 

Fr Joseph Gelineau SJ, Liturgist,  
famously said of the new Mass— and this 
is widely quoted across the internet, includ-
ing at the New Liturgical Movement web-
site:  

“This needs to be said without ambiguity: 
the Roman Rite as we knew it no longer 
exists. It has been destroyed.”  

And 

Cardinal Ratzinger  
(later Pope Benedict XVI) wrote in the 
Preface to the French edition of ‘The  
Reform of the Roman Liturgy’ by  
Monsignor Klaus Gamber:  

“What happened after the Council was 
totally different: in the place of liturgy as 
the fruit of development came fabricated 
liturgy. We left the living process of growth 
and development to enter the realm of  
fabrication.  There was no longer a desire 
to continue developing and maturing, as 
the centuries passed and so this was  
replaced—as if it were a technical  
production—with a construction, a banal 
on-the-spot product.”  

On Attending Both Novus 

Ordo Missae & the  

Traditional Latin Mass  

inter-changeably—

Comment below taken 

from the Catholic Truth 

Blog... 

While I truly do understand the very 

difficult position certain priests and 

faithful find themselves in under  

Modernist bishops, I would have to say 

that we can in no way lend credence 

to the Novus Ordo Mass, valid though 

it may be.  

 

The New Mass is a betrayal of the faith 

in that it compromises with  

Protestantism and opens the liturgy up 

to widespread sacrilege, as we have all 

witnessed. While I do understand  

conscience scruples in this matter for 

people who can’t get to a TLM, or 

priests who are forced to celebrate the 

NO if they wish to keep the bishop’s  

permission to also celebrate the TLM, 

we are obliged by Our Lord not to 

fence sit or make accommodation with 

error.  

 

All Catholics must stand up for the 

Faith of our Fathers and the Mass that  

sanctified the saints. There can never 

be compromise under any pretext. The 

New Mass is an imposed aberration 

which has been destroying the Church 

for 60 years. We cannot participate in 

that destruction for convenience’ sake.  

Submitted by blogger, Athanasius  
(Martin Blackshaw), 17/10/22, during a 
discussion entitled ‘Is it Acceptable to 
Attend Both Old & New Masses?’  

 

https://www.lionheartcatholic.com/get-the-book
https://www.lionheartcatholic.com/get-the-book
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Fatima Unfolding…  
There are Evil Forces at Work in the World of Politics Today 

 

Catholic Truth Blog Administrator 

The following comments are taken from our discussion: Globalist Coup:  UK Government Collapsing, which was  published on 

the Catholic Truth blog on 20 October 2021, during the upheaval in Westminster which saw Liz Truss, the then new Prime Min-

ister forced to resign from office.   Usernames (i.e. pseudonyms) are an accepted convention in blogging.  

The following comments were emailed to GB News…  

There is no question that Liz Truss did not 
appoint Jeremy Hunt or Grant Schapps – 
these were appointed by the same hidden 
forces that brought her premiership to a 
premature end for daring to suggest a reduc-
tion in tax rates and for daring to appoint 
Suella Braverman as a serious Home Secre-
tary determined to end illegal immigration 
into the UK. She crossed the Globalist elite 
and they declared political death on her as 
punishment. 

Klaus Schwab is running the nations of the 
world right now on behalf of China. Re-
member his “you will own nothing and you 
will be happy” line? He works in conjunc-
tion with the EU, the IMF, the major banks 
and an army of infiltrators into every gov-
ernment of the world. Every one of these 
institutions is Communist. As regards the 
banks, we should always bear in mind that 
it was the world’s major banks that financed 
the 1917 Russian Revolution, a fact which 
is at odds with the Capitalist persona the 
banks portray. Who was it who said “I don’t 
care who runs your country, just let me print 
your money”? I think it might have been 
Kissinger. Anyway, Our Lady of Fatima 
predicted what is now unfolding with fright-
ening speed. The world back in the 1960s 
decided that it no longer wanted God for its 
ruler, so now it has Lucifer running its af-
fairs and the evil is plain to see. That was 
the Third Secret punishment, and it is now 
unfolding before our eyes. Lucifer even has 
control of the human levers of power within 
the Church. 

All these strikes going on in Britain right 
now, together with the “Extinction Rebel-
lion” and “Stop Oil” protesters are not acci-
dental, they are carefully crafted and or-
chestrated events to destabilise the nation in 
the midst of a financial crisis that has also 
been carefully crafted and orchestrated. The 
Ukraine was orchestrated, as was COVID, 
the terrorist threat, the Middle East wars 
and a host of other geopolitical disasters. 
They were all organised to strengthen the 
grip of Marxism on the levers of power. We 
saw the same with Black Lives Matter and 
all those race riots in the U.S. designed to 
bring down Trump. I’m still utterly con-
vinced that Donald Trump was cheated out 
of a second term by this same sinister group 
of demons, who added insult to injury by 
installing a brain-dead Biden in his place. 

Now they try to con the British public with 
a new contest for Prime Minister. So let’s 
look at the main runners. Penny Mordunt, a 
close collaborator with Bill Gates. Rishi 
Sunak, the man who makes no secret of his 

plan to unleash a Beijing-style digital ID 
system for UK citizens, a scheme that 
would ultimately determine who can and 
cannot move around freely and who can 
and cannot spend money. It would all be 
monitored to exclude anyone who dares to 
speak against the official narrative of big 
government, just as we have already seen 
in action with those banned from social 
media sites around the world. 

Then there’s Boris Johnson, a man who 
seems void of any and all morality and 
himself a Globalist. He locked the country 
down against all Conservative Party prin-
ciples, destroying our economy in the pro-
cess. He is a great supporter of the Davos 
Climate Change myth and Net Zero, a 
major influence in the orchestrated war in 
Ukraine and the man who betrayed North-
ern Ireland in the Brexit negotiations by 
selling it out to the EU. This is the man 
they all want back as the saviour of the 
UK. How utterly short-sighted people have 
become. It matters little who we get for 
PM now, they are all traitors of this coun-
try, all in the pay of foreign powers who 
want to smash our island and its Christian 
past to smithereens. 

Only God can sort the evil that’s abroad in 
the world and the Church now, for it is too 
widespread and too deeply rooted. Schwab 
himself declared that he has operatives in 
every government cabinet in the world. In 
fact, he even has heads of State, including, 
tragically, King Charles. I hope for their 
sake that they really don’t realise who it is 
they are serving!! 

It will end, though, Our Lady has promised 
us that. We know the winner ultimately is 
God. These destroyers of the world will be 
obliterated by Him and not by any human 
hand, and then they have an eternity of the 
most terrible suffering in Hell to look for-
ward to. I hope their 5 minutes of wealth 
and power is worth it to them. The salva-
tion will come and will come suddenly 
when least expected, so it’s wise that we 
don’t allow these evil machinations to take 
up too much of our attention.  
Athanasius, Livingston, Scotland 

Just to second the thoughts of FOOF and 
Athanasius, I would suggest that the UK 
government is not “collapsing,” for the  
simple reason that the people [who] most 
assume are the “government” are not the 
government at all: they are merely stooges 
following a script (or a chessboard strategy) 
written by those behind the scenes. That is, 
the UK, like most of the West, is controlled 
by a hidden government.  

The real UK government, in other words, is 
the “City of London”: – i.e. the owners of 
the Bank of England, who I believe mostly 
bear the name of Rothschild. Athanasius, 
here’s that quote you were looking for, al-
legedly from a Rothschild:  

““Give me control of a nation’s money and I 
care not who makes its laws.” Mayer  
Amschel Bauer Rothschild (?) 

In fact, a few weeks ago I came across a 
public statement by a current Rothschild, in 
an article published in The Economist I 
think, calling for the necessary means to 
preserve their “order”!! Could the Russian 
response to the Ukraine provocation, and the 
forming of BRICS, be a threat to their 
“order”? 

Speaking of order and “laws,” it is  
interesting that we have now reached the 
point where “laws” are being replaced by 
globalist-engineered lawlessness, and  
anarchy. Also interesting is that by doing so, 
the shadow government risks exposing itself. 
RCA Victor, Ohio, U.S.A.  

William Thomas Walsh, American historian 
and author interviewed the Fatima seer  
Sr Lucia in 1946, about Our Lady’s request for 
the consecration of Russia – Sr Lucia said: 
“What Our Lady wants is that the Pope and 
all the bishops in the world shall consecrate 
Russia to her Immaculate Heart on one spe-
cial day. If this is done, she will convert Russia 
and there will be peace. If it is not done, the 
errors of Russia will spread through every 
country in the world.”   

 

“Does this mean,” Walsh then asked, “in your 
opinion, that every country, without excep-
tion, will be overcome by Communism?” And 
Sister Lucia answered: “Yes.”   

 

As the translator of this interview, Fr Manuel 
Rocha, was later to reveal, Walsh then asked 
explicitly about the United States of America, 
adding: “and does that mean the United 
States of America, too?” Whereupon Sr Lucia 
responded one more time with yes.”  (From 
Lifesitenews, 20/06/20) 

Immaculate 

Heart of Mary,  

pray for us!  

https://www.lifesitenews.com/
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Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

 

 

Catholic Truth Conference  
Saturday,  25 March, 2023 

1pm—6.30pm 
Registration 12.30pm 

The Incarnation—God Become Man— is thus announced and commemorated on this Feast when we  

celebrate the great Truth that God became Man and lived among us. At this Conference we ask… 
 

Where is He now?  

 Speakers, to include the following, will address this key question by examining  

a range of topics, under the umbrella of  
 

The Church & The World  

“Do not worry about tomorrow…” (Matthew 6:34) 

Where is Christ in the Climate “Emergency”? 
 

Ellen Ward 
Lay Catholic Activist 

 

“Go, therefore, teach ye all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 

Missing in Action: How “Catholic” are Young Catholics?   
 

        Anthony Wolfenden 

    Student (17 ) 
   

The Mass & The Priesthood  

 

 Clergy who offer both the Novus Ordo Missae and the Traditional Latin Mass  

will answer questions from the audience. 
 

in 
The Burnside Hotel 

7 East Kilbride Rd, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 5EA   
The Burnside Hotel is on the outskirts of Glasgow and is twenty minutes from Glasgow International Airport.  

There is free on-site car parking, and good public transport links close by, both bus and train.  
 

Tickets £10/£5 Senior Citizens and under 18s (includes afternoon Tea/Coffee/Biscuits)  

If you wish to stay on for the evening meal, add £20.95 pp / £8.95 per child’s meal, and state choices—see p.7.  
 

To book write to:  

Catholic Truth, Clyde Offices, 2nd Floor, 48 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 1BP, Scotland,  

Make cheques payable to Catholic Truth; or pay by bank transfer—details follow: 

Bank of  Scotland, (sort code) 80-02-77 (Account No) 00297058 

email editor@catholictruthscotland.com to request tickets & provide postal address.   

If you prefer, email tickets will be sent to you.   
 

Note:  Be assured that, in the (we hope) unlikely event of a Government intervention such as the lockdown which forced the venue  

to cancel our March 2020 Conference, all monies will be refunded by us for ticket & meal bookings.   

If you book accommodation in the hotel, you should check their policy on cancellation/refund separately.  

For those who wish to stay overnight, special discount applies: £70.00 for a single room and £80 for a twin/double.  
 

Important Notice...   
 

As soon as the August newsletter was published, bookings (and evening meal choices) began to arrive, and they have  been  

arriving steadily ever since.  Since this will be our final conference, we recommend booking asap to avoid disappointment.  



 7 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Conference   

Evening Meal  
If you wish to book for the evening meal at the end of the Conference on  25 March 2023, please add the price of the 

meal(s) to your ticket booking, and include your preferences from the menu (s) below. Please also  advise of any 

necessary dietary requirements.  Thank you.   

Note: if you are coming alone to the conference, please do not let that prevent you from booking for the meal—you 

will be made very welcome and you will, without doubt, enjoy the friendliness which is a feature of our conferences.  

 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

Function Menu £20.95           
                                                                                                                                    

Smoked Salmon & Prawn Roulade 

Served with Lemon Crème Fresh 

 

Chicken Liver Pate 

With Oaties, Chutney and dressed leaves 

 

Tomato & Red Pepper Soup 

Served with a Crusty Roll 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding 

In a Red Wine Jus 

Goose Fat Roast Potatoes & Panache of Vegetables 

 

Pan Seared Supreme of Chicken 

Served in a White Wine & Asparagus Cream 

Panache of Vegetables & Fondant Potato 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Chocolate Delice 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

 

Vanilla Cheesecake 

Served with Chantilly Cream & Fruit Compote 

 

* * * * * 
 

Freshly Ground Coffee and Mints 

                                                                            
Kids Menu 

3 Course £8.95 

 

Soup 

 

Garlic Bread 

 

******** 

 

Chicken Nuggets & Fries 

 

Pizza & Fries 

 

Macaroni & Fries 

 

Burger & Fries 

 

******** 

2 scoops of Ice Cream 

 

Chocolate Brownie & Ice 
Cream 

B 
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Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
October newsletter.   

A special word of gratitude to our regular 
donors who support us via Standing  
Orders and PayPal. Your commitment 
helps us with our planning, so be assured 
of our genuine appreciation.   

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink, a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

 Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

Clyde offices 

2nd Floor,  

48 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 1BP. 

Scotland. 
 

Email  
editor@catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Thank you for the latest [October 2022]
Catholic Truth.  There is a lot of good read-
ing in it and I will forward it on to my cousin 
in Canada when I am finished reading it.   

 

That was quite a worrying read about the 
attack on the Most Holy Rosary and the 
extremist gun culture. The world has gone 
mad. I really worry for our children and 
grandchildren and where this is all going to 
end.  

 

The way things are going it is looking more 
and more likely that it is all going to end in 
the not too distant future. I just hope and 
pray that we are all prepared for that day.   

 

Thank you again and God bless you for all 
your good work. Anne Simpson, Glasgow 

Dr Reiner Fuellmich  
Senderstr.37 
37077 Göttingen  
Phone: +49 551 209120 
Fax: +49 551 20912144 
E-Mail: info@fuellmich.com  
Website https://www.fuellmich.com 

I am writing to enquire if you have an  
address either for [Dr] Reiner Fuellmich or 
for anybody in this country working with 
him over the British end of the indictment.  
Ed: See below for contact details from Dr 
Fuellmich’s website.   

 

I’ve heard good news from Southwark. 
Archbishop Wilson has kept on the excel-
lent Mgr Dickens as his VG.  
Name Withheld On Request 

Please excuse me for contacting you out of 
the blue; I'm quite a devotee of your work 
on [the blog] Catholic Truth Scotland. 
Although I don't post comments, I look to 
you for a source of sanity!   

 

So, flattery out of the way, I'm forwarding 
this link to a new film, based on Robert 
Kennedy Jr's book The Real Anthony  
Fauci. I've spent the last couple of hours 
glued to it (and it's only the first part). 
https://www.therealanthonyfaucimovie.com/trailer  

I thought you might find it of interest, as, 
although wholly secular, there is something 
heroic in it, especially regarding Covid and 
the diabolic vaccines.  

 

It's free to watch for the next few days  
[Ed: this in October, 22]but even if you only 
dip into the first hour or so, it'll be worth it. 
[Ed: it was! I watched it through to the end—
well worth the time.]   

 

Thanks again for all you do. The content is 
often tough to read, but CTS is a genuine 
comfort to me, in the Novus Ordo waste-
land.  I keep intending to post, but hold 
back, because honestly, the exchanges on 
Catholic Truth are like nowhere else on the 
Web they are so insightful and respect-
ful...and believe me, I've read plenty of 
comments pages. But, I'll probably join in 
at some point.  Edward Davies, England 

Thank you so much for the latest CT  
edition—superb!  

 

I was so pleased to see you featured that 
excellent article regarding the dreadful 
plight of that outstanding young teacher, 
Enoch Burke, at the hands of our Godless 
constitution, and how he has stood firm in 
his beliefs, come what may. I pray that God 
will reward him with the true Faith.   

 

[Also] how extraordinary that ‘Defender of 
the  Faith’ bestowed on Henry VIII for his 
defence of Catholicism against the 
Protestant revolution became a title passed 
down to the Protestant monarchy. Why on 
earth would they want that anyway? Royals 
can marry anyone of any religion, except 
Catholics!   
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 

Fr Sean Sheehy was speaking the truth in 
his morality homily at Sunday Mass in 
Listowel recently. (Ed: see p.12). 

 

By suspending Fr Sheehy from saying pub-
lic Mass etc, Bishop Ray Browne has re-
jected Christ and the true Catholic Church 
teachings.  

 

In Luke’s gospel 12:49-53, Christ asked 
‘do you think I have come to bring peace 
on earth….no…but division’; hence it was 
no surprise a) some Mass-goers walked out 
of Fr Sheehy’s Mass and b) the 
‘disgraceful’ comment from the Tánaiste 
[Deputy Prime Minister].  
 

Poor catechesis for decades in the church, 
home and schools has led to the current 
situation in the Catholic Church today.  

 

Will the bishops and priests take courage 
from Fr Sheehy now and preach the true 
gospel or will they continue giving  
politically correct homilies to the  
detriment of the Church?    
Ann Campbell, Co. Monaghan, Ireland 

Try to correct the falsehood 

which is often said in homilies 

and in media outlets around  

Christmas, that Our Lady was 

an unmarried mother—see 

page 10 to refute this error.  

Action!  

Any reply from Charlie Boy?? Thank you, 
from Trevor in New Zealand. By Email 
Ed: A number of readers have asked the same 
question, if less “colourfully”.  Answer:  nope - 
King Charles has not deigned to reply to my 
letter, published in the October edition. But 
then, what could he say? It was, although I say 
it myself, one of those occasions when there is 
just no defence. He  inherits the title Defender 
of the Faith when he doesn’t have “the Faith”. 
Pray for him.  

https://www.fuellmich.com/
https://www.therealanthonyfaucimovie.com/trailer
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Letter to an Aunt 

Brian Barr 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Dear Aunt Margaret,  

 

Please note that what I say here is based 
mostly on my opinion of how I understand 
my interpretation of the crisis in the Church.   

 

I started going around asking people in the 
local parishes what they thought of the crisis 
in the Catholic Church, and they said “what 
crisis? You mean sex abuses or money  
corruption? That’s been dealt with.”   

 

I said, “No, not that, but the moving away 
from Sacred Tradition, to a new, modern 
Church, ushered in by Pope Paul VI; the 
New Order of Mass or Novus Ordo Missae.  

 

They said “it’s a great move into the modern 
world. The Church must change with the 
times, we need to get rid of all that rubbish. 
People don’t live like that anymore, the 
church has to find a way to serve us better, 
to meet our needs. The old Church does not 
accept diversity of people “ (i.e. all the  
colours of the rainbow, other religions). “it’s 
full of discrimination, they show no love for 
their neighbour”.  

 

Although I didn’t travel that far most people 
were essentially saying the same thing.   

 

So, when this man-made, new invention of 
the Catholic Church came into being with 
its new popes and cardinals this one man 
stood up and said “NO. I will take no part in 
this. I will pass on what I was given.” He 
rescued Sacred Tradition and had to take it 
away for safe keeping.  

 

This reminds me of the baby Jesus being 
taken away for safety into Egypt. These new 
modern churchmen are the new Herod, out 
to kill the body of Christ.   

 

God has punished the world in the past for 
its wicked ways - we do not deserve to be 
rescued - but he sends us his beautiful 
saints.  I believe Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre to be a holy man for our time. 
Only out of extreme circumstances and in a 
time of crisis was this Sacred Tradition 
taken to a place of safety.   

 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre had to act 
quickly. He founded the Society of Saint 
Pius X (SSPX) to preserve and guard this 
Holy Catholic Faith. This is our safe house 
until all things are restored in Christ.  

 

Pope Pius X gave an order to every newly 
ordained priest to take an oath against 
modernism. Now this holy man (Archbishop 
Lefebvre) and the SSPX will continue to be 
hounded by this new Herod.   

 

That’s why you will hear so many people 
tell you that he and the SSPX are wrong, 
full of error. Is he, and the SSPX, guilty of 
these said claims against this new church, 
this new Herod?   

 

We must not go along with this “new 
Church” even if it means losing everything. 
Opposition says that Archbishop Lefebvre 
divided the church by creating a new one - 
what do you think? 
 

The Holy mass has three elements:  

 
 

The matter 
The form 
The person of the minister 

 

If you change the wording then you change 
the form, and the consecration cannot come 
into effect. This means that the Body and 
Blood of Christ is NOT present. You have 
taken away the sacrifice – it’s no longer a 
mass merely a type of service.   

 

“The holy Catholic Church, relying on the 
teaching and authority of the apostles Peter 
and Paul uses this form of words in the 
consecration of the Lord’s body: 
 

“For this is my Body”, and “For this is the 
chalice of My blood, of the New and eternal 
testament: the mystery of faith, which shall 
be shed for you and for many unto the  
remission of sins.”  Pope Eugene IV, 
Council of Florence 1441.  
 

“Now if anyone were to remove or change 
anything in the form of the consecration of 
the body and blood, and in that very change 
of words the “new” wording would fail to 
mean the same thing, he would NOT  
consecrate the sacrament.”     
Pope St Pius V, De Defectibus. 
 

In my opinion to take part in this new Mass
[Novus Ordo Missae] – or I should say  
service - is to offend God in the Holy  
Sacrament; they are mocking Him.  

 

In Argentina, Cardinal Bergoglio, now 
Pope Francis, allowed a couple to enter the 
sanctuary at the altar at the conclusion of 
Mass to dance the tango.1 We have clown 
Masses, dancing rainbow Masses – the list 
of mockeries is endless. We had a priest in 
Italy at the beach with just his trunks on in 
the water and with an airbed as an altar 
saying Mass for people getting a suntan! 2 
You can tell the tree by its fruit. 

Please! Aunt! People! Waken up! You 
know this is not the Holy Catholic Church. 
If you are Catholic then you must practice 
being one!  I make no apology for saying 
this. The Holy Catholic Faith can only be 
found in Sacred Tradition, and ours is the 
Latin Rite.   

The people at my local parishes asked me 
why I left the church and said that they 
would pray for me to return. It would be 
very wrong of me to walk away from this 
Holy Treasure. I remain steadfast in my 
faith – I simply reject their new version of 
the Church and their new Mass.   

Footnotes:  

1 
This disgraceful spectacle is available to see on 

YouTube, but we discourage viewing since watching 
this sensual dance does not help cultivate the  
beautiful virtue of purity.  Yet, it was performed by 
a couple before the Blessed Sacrament, and in the 
presence of the then Cardinal and several priests.  
The woman was dressed provocatively, the  
performance sexually suggestive.  It is incredible to 
believe that, as he has boasted publicly, Pope Francis 
loves this dreadful dance.  Which means that he does 
not love purity.  The congregation-turned-audience 
clapped enthusiastically at the end of the perfor-
mance, although a few people looked serious and 
possibly disapproving.  Pity they did not walk out, as 
people in modernist parishes tend to do if the priest 
preaches the authentic Catholic Faith and Morals—
see page 12 column 3 for an example.   
Among Other Things, Pope Francis Loved Dancing 
the Tango… | Frank Weathers (patheos.com)  

2 This scandal—again available to view on 
YouTube—was widely reported across the internet, 
with discussions in the Catholic blogosphere about 
why this sort of sacrilege is permitted while the 
Traditional Latin Mass, the Mass of the Saints and 
Martyrs, is discouraged and even banned.  

 

 Father Mattia Bernasconi, 36, archdiocese of Milan.  

From the wicked freemasonry comes the new 
popes and cardinals, and they have entered 
our Father’s house. As Pope Paul VI admit-
ted the “smoke of Satan” has truly entered. 
This Novus Ordo hates the Latin rite and is 
out to destroy Sacred Tradition. Herod.  

 

For me - in my opinion - Holy Rome, our 
Vatican City, our beautiful basilica, is under 
new management. They certainly will not go 
into all nations baptising in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Instead they 
welcome every pagan culture and all the new 
identities people want to have and invite 
them to gather round the table. To discrimi-
nate against this is now considered a crime 
against humanity. But it’s ok to wipe out 
people like me. When our Jesus returns will 
He find any faith?   

 

The consecration of Russia to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart is still not done. The Third 
Secret of Fatima is about the apostacy of the 
Church. Still hidden.  

 

And is this new management standing under 
the sacrifice of the Cross? No – like the orig-
inal apostles they are absent again. The holy 
apostle John remained at the foot of the 
cross. This time it’s Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre who stands with our Holy mother at 
the foot of the Cross. I believe that if we 
attend Holy mass at the Society of St Pius X, 
or a Latin Mass, when our faith follows  
Sacred Tradition, we too are at the foot of the 
cross where we find grace and salvation.   

 

I could say a lot more, a passionate plea— 
maybe considered by some as a rant— but 
the heart of what I wish to say is, 
Sacred Tradition needs to be maintained, 
practised and protected above all.  

Brian Barr is a pseudonym for a long-time 

Catholic Truth reader and supporter, who 

lives and works in Glasgow with his wife  

and family.   

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2013/03/among-other-things-pope-francis-loved-dancing-the-tango.html
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/yimcatholic/2013/03/among-other-things-pope-francis-loved-dancing-the-tango.html
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Thinking Through Catholic Truth 
I have come to Scotland to unteach heresy and to save souls 

St John Ogilvie  Understanding the Marriage of Mary & Joseph  

Tracing Jewish Marriage Law from Ancient Times... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Extracts below from the Jewish  
website Chabad.org …  

 

Jewish marriage law consists not only 
of ishut, the determination of prohibited 
and permitted partners, but of kiddushin, 
the legal process of establishing the mar-
riage bond.  The Bible has no single word 
for marriage, as it has none for religion. 
But the codes define it by these two cate-
gories: ishut and kiddushin, persons and 
process. Maimonides [medieval rabbi and 

Torah (Biblical) scholar] begins his code on 
marriage with the Torah's unconditional 
requirement that a man and a woman may 
live together only with the formal sanction 
of kiddushin.  

 

Before the revelation (at Sinai), a man 
would meet a woman on the street and if 
both desired marriage, he would bring her 
into his home... and [without the testimony 
of witnesses] she would become his wife. 
When the Torah was given, the Jews were 
instructed that in order to marry a woman, 
the man should "acquire her" in the pres-
ence of witnesses and then she would be-
come his wife. This taking is a positive 
commandment and is performed in one of 
three ways—with money, by contract, or 
by cohabitiation... and it is everywhere 
called kiddushin or erusin. And a woman 
who is "acquired" in one of these three 
ways is called mc'kudeshet or arusah [a 
betrothed woman]. And as soon as she is 
"acquired" and becomes betrothed, even 
though she has not cohabited and did not 
even enter the groom's home, she is a mar-
ried woman. Anyone, other than her hus-
band, who cohabits with her, is guilty of 
capital punishment. If he wishes to separate 
from her, he requires a divorce.   

 

Maimonides tells us that a Jewish marriage 
consists of two stages. The first is betroth-
al, kiddushin. The second is the nup-
tials, chuppah.  

 

Kichah ("taking," the formal acquisition), 
approximates kinyan, the economic term, 
and seals the marriage. Because this is the 
first stage in the process of creating a cove-
nant of partnership, unions that are prohib-
ited and void, such as incest, are never 
referred to in the Torah by the term kichah, 
but as she'khivah (sleeping together). In 
regard to almost all valid marriages, even 
those that are prohibited, the Torah makes 
specific reference to kichah.  

 

This first stage of marriage is not a prelimi-
nary agreement to contract a marriage at a 
future date (like the western concept of 
engagement), but an integral component of 
the two-step marriage process. The betroth-
al portion is a sort of inchoate marriage; 
from that point onward, the couple is  

considered married. Until the second step 
is taken, however, the bride may not co-
habit with the groom (or any other man). 
In this social suspension that marks the 
difficult transition from the single life to 
the married state, the couple is together yet 
apart. Until the twelfth century, this first 
stage of marriage lasted up to one year in 
order to make preparations for the final 
step. The second stage of the marriage 
process is the consummation. It is alterna-
tively termed nissuin, meaning elevation 
of status, from nassa, coming by carriage 
from the father's home to the groom's; 
or chuppah, wedding canopy.   

 

The Bible begins to use the term kichah as 
a preliminary to marital intercourse only 
after the Torah is received at Sinai. From 
this time forward, all Jewish marriages 
must have both components in order to be 
valid. The Rabbis, in order to make this 
perfectly clear to the couple, framed the 
betrothal blessing to read: "...who has 
forbidden us the betrothed [arusot], and 
permitted us those who are married to us 
by chuppah and kiddushin."   

By the twelfth century in Germany and 
France, the two elements were no longer 
separate but were fused into one ceremony 
and that is how marriage is performed to 
this day. The wedding ceremony begins 
with the betrothal, which consists of the 
blessings; the kinyan (the formal acquisi-
tion by means of the giving of the ring); 
and the recitation of the marriage formula. 
This is followed by a reading of the ketu-
bah (the marriage contract).  
 

The marriage is finalized by the chuppah 
ceremony, which consists of the seven 
blessings, and yichud, when the bride and 
groom are brought together in a private 
room to symbolize the consummation of 
the marriage.   

 

The reasons for combining the two cere-
monies offer interesting insights into the 
moral concern of the Rabbis, the history of 
the period, and the economic plight of the 
Jews of the Middle Ages. Rashi, the clas-
sic commentator, offers the simple expla-
nation that the costs were too burdensome. 
The families would be shamed if they 
could not afford a sumptuous all-day ban-
quet in honor of the betrothal, and still 
another banquet in celebration of the nup-
tials. Putting the ceremonies together elim-
inated the need for two banquets. This also 
helps to explain the ancient custom of 

holding the betrothal on Friday afternoon. 
The Shabbat dinner of Friday night doubled 
as the betrothal celebration, and the nuptials 
were held on Saturday night after sundown.  

 

Morally, the fusion of the two ceremonies 
accomplished the removal of temptation 
from the betrothed couple, who were not 
permitted to cohabit during the year of be-
trothal. Indeed, we have seen that the be-
trothal blessing in Talmudic days is worded 
precisely to prevent that eventuality. In the 
era when the idea of romantic love spread 
wildly throughout Europe, the temptations 
must have been great to relinquish the ideal 
of chastity in the expectation of the forth-
coming marriage.  

 

This problem was not confined to the ro-
mantic era. In the third century, preventing 
these intimacies became a widespread prob-
lem in Judea, where poor grooms were 
housed by wealthier in-laws in the home of 
the prospective bride. The law took recog-
nition of this problem when it refused to 
allow the complaint from a groom on the 
day after the chuppah that the bride de-
ceived him because she was not a virgin. 
Because he and the bride lived in the same 
house, the groom could not be presumed 
innocent; in fact, it raised the possibility 
that it was he who deflowered the bride. In 
the very first chapter of the Talmudic trac-
tate of Ketubbot we read: "If in Judea a man 
boarded with his father-in-law but had no 
witnesses, he can not institute virginity 
proceedings against her, because he had 
already been alone with her." 

Above extracts taken from an  
article published on the Jewish site, 
Chabad.org. To read in full, visit 
Chabad.org and search for  
The Jewish Marriage Ceremony 

The betrothal of Mary and Joseph 

At Betrothal, the couple is 

considered married. It is not 

the same as the western  

concept of engagement.  

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/465162/jewish/The-Jewish-Marriage-Ceremony.htm
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Kayleigh from Kirkcaldy writes…  

 

Thinking about some of my children who 
have lapsed and are living in grave sin, I’m 
wondering if it is possible to have Holy 
Mass offered for their conversion? I do pray 
and do penance for them. Also, a friend told 
me that a Mass offered for ourselves during 
our lifetimes, is more beneficial than one  
offered for us after death. Is that true?  

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

The answer to both of your 
questions is “yes”.  Great saints 
have written about the power of 
the Mass to convert hardened 
sinners. This is why the Church 
does not prohibit anyone from 
attending Mass; only those living in  
manifest public sin are forbidden in Canon 
Law to approach for Holy Communion, but 
they may attend Mass because of its power 
to convert souls. St Thomas Aquinas teaches 
that, although it states clearly in several 
passages in Scripture that the prayer of one 
who is in mortal sin cannot be pleasing to 
God, yet of His ineffable bounty He does 
not reject that prayer which is prompted by 
good motives but graciously listens to it.  
However, even supposing that God would 
not accept the prayer of a hardened sinner, 
nevertheless, He would most assuredly  
accept the Mass, so pleasing in His sight, 
which the suppliant offers.  It is not the 
prayer which the sinner offers during the 
Mass which is pleasing to God but the Mass 
itself, which is acceptable to him.   
 

The same is true in the case of having Mass 
offered for our own conversion and/or for 
the conversion of a hardened sinner, because 
the Mass is more powerful before God even 
than all the penances we may offer to make 
up for our sins. You can read more about 
this is the book The Incredible Catholic 
Mass: An Explanation of the Mass, by  
Fr Martin von Cochem.   

 

The same author writes that the efficacy or 
power of the Mass is increased if the person 
for whom the Mass is said is present at it: 
“Holy Mass is of greater profit to the person 
for whom it is said if he be present at it than 
if he be absent…”  adding: “When anyone 
has Mass said to obtain some petition… he 
does not think to appropriate to himself or to 
another person, the satisfaction or merit of 
that Mass. If the priest omits to do this and 
the satisfaction of the Mass is not applied to 
anyone in particular, it will probably go to 
the treasury of the Church, unless God in 
His goodness applies it to those who, 
through ignorance, have neglected to appro-
priate it to themselves. By appropriating the 
merit of the Mass to yourself you will  
discharge some of the debt yet due on  
account of your sins. In short, Masses  
offered during our lifetime recommended!  

Goofy Gaffes:  
How Misinterpreting Scripture Means 

Being On The Wrong Side of Theology... 

   

Patricia McKeever 
Editor, Catholic Truth 

It is thought-provoking to see how few 
Catholics pay attention to joining up the 
dots when discussing faith and morals.  

It is not uncommon, for example, to read 
(and then hear Catholics regurgitate) the 
belief that Jesus was “murdered”.  
Fr John Laux M.A., the well-known priest 
author of a number of books on Catholi-
cism, including a popular course on Catho-
lic Apologetics writes:  

“The worst deed of the Jewish people, the 
murder of the Messiah, resulted in the 
greatest blessing for mankind.”1 

The idea that God would  
design His Plan of Salvation to 
necessitate the commission of  
wilful murder makes no  
theological sense whatsoever.  
Wilful murder, remember, is one of the 
four grave sins traditionally described as 
“crying out to Heaven for vengeance”.   

 

Christ was executed through the legal  
offices of the State system. Although there 
may well have been innocent people put to 
death then, as in modern times (and aside 
from the Innocent Christ), that fact of itself 
does not change the truth that the moral 
law does allow for the State to use the 
death penalty. That is not wilful murder.  
When Pilate, impatient that Jesus remained 
silent during questioning, pointed out that 
he, Pilate, had the power to crucify or  
release Him, Our Lord replied: “You would 
not have any power over me, unless it were 
given you from above. Therefore, he that 
hath delivered me to you has the greater 
sin. (John 19:10-11)  

 

Thus, Jesus recognises the God-given  
authority of the State to put to death those 
deemed to be a threat to the people, while  
condemning those who have used the legal 
system unjustly.    

 

In short, Jesus was put to death by the 
State, after a show trial, and alongside two 
criminals. He was not “murdered”.     

 

Indeed, Our Lord Himself speaks of the 
voluntary nature of His death:  “...the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many” 2 

(Matthew 20:25-28, emphasis added) 

Neither does St Paul make any mention of 
murder:  “For what I received I passed on to 
you as of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures.”  
(1 Cor 15:3-4). 

When hearing statements like “Jesus was 
murdered” Catholics should be programmed 
to ask, immediately, “But would God use 
sin to bring about our salvation … from the  
consequences of sin!” They don’t seem to 
join up the dots at all, to realise that evil can 
never be justified because good might come 
of it. This apparent inability to join up the 
dots is worrying because books containing 
errors like this are recommended reading for 
home-schooling and apologetics courses.  In 
other words, the Catholics most likely to be 
engaging in debates, and even preparing the 
next generation to defend the Faith, are 
being indoctrinated with false teachings.  

 

Similarly, we see the same failure to recog-
nise errors such as the classic “Mary was an 
unmarried mother” - again, imagining that 
God would use sin to achieve His purpose. I 
have written about this many times in this 
newsletter. See page 10 for the latest  
reminder that Our Lady and St Joseph were 
technically married, according to the Jewish 
custom of the day, when Jesus was con-
ceived through the power of the Holy Ghost.  
If they had been merely engaged, Joseph 
would not have had to consider divorcing 
Mary (see Matthew 1:19). The message here 
should be clear:  think, think, think, and 
when you’ve done that, think again!   

 

Finally, casual references to Our Lady’s 
“death” in books for children, are confusing. 
Some even speak of her being “buried”. It is 
true that the Church speaks of Mary’s 
“temporal death” but insists that her body 
remained “incorrupt in the tomb”. Again, 
Catholics should connect the dots here, 
which lead back to the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception and the teaching that Our 
Lady was conceived free from Original Sin; 
she is, therefore, exempt from the punish-
ment of that sin, which is bodily death and 
decay. Instead, Catholics become confused. 
Children’s authors should be crystal clear 
that Mary’s “temporal death” is sometimes 
called a “dormition” or deep sleep, but her 
body did not decay, and she was assumed, 
body and soul, into Heaven.2   

  

Footnotes:  

1 
Fr John Laux, M.A., Catholic Apologetics—A 

Course in Religion for Catholic High Schools and 

Academics, Tan, p.9.  

2 Encyclical of Pope Pius XII on the Assumption of 

Our Lady into Heaven. 

Munificentissimus Deus (November 1, 1950) | PIUS XII 

(vatican.va)  

 

The crucifixion of Christ  

alongside two convicted thieves 

https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_p-xii_apc_19501101_munificentissimus-deus.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xii/en/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_p-xii_apc_19501101_munificentissimus-deus.html
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Leprechaun 

Ireland: New Bishop of Ossory 

on the Need to Change the 

Church—Yawwwn... 

 

Owen O’Reel 

with editorial comment 

From across the internet, 2/11/22:  

 

Irish Bishop Bans Retired Priest for  
Preaching Catholic Morality [which is]  
UnChristian. (Headline, Catholic Truth 
blog).  Extract from reports follows  

 

“A priest who gave a widely condemned 
address in Co Kerry church over the week-
end is to be prevented from saying Mass 
again after the Bishop of Kerry rebuked his 
comments as unchristian.  Retired priest  
Fr Sean Sheehy told worshippers at St 
Mary’s Church in Listowel that gay couples 
were sinful, and criticised free contraception 
being provided...as it was “promoting prom-
iscuity”.  A video of Fr Sheehy’s comments, 
where he also criticised abortion and the 
trans community, has been shared widely 
online and has prompted condemnation of 
his views.  “What is so sad today is you 
rarely hear about sin but it’s rampant. It’s 
rampant,” Fr Sheehy said during his homily 
delivered over the weekend.  “We see it, for 
example, in the legislation of our govern-
ments. “We see it in the promotion of abor-
tion. “We see it in the example of this luna-
tic approach of transgenderism. “We see it, 
for example, in the promotion of sex be-
tween two men and two women. “That is 
sinful, that is mortal sin. “And people don’t 
seem to realise it, but it’s a fact, it’s a reali-
ty.”  Thirty people walked out in protest.  
Ed:  Note: Fr Sheehy did NOT condemn people, 
but called sinners to repentance.  He condemned 
the sin, not the sinner—the video of his sermon 
was live-streamed, the reporting skewed.  
The Catholic Herald, to its credit, made the  
distinction.  
Has a Catholic priest in Ireland really been cancelled 
by his Bishop for preaching against sin? - Catholic 
Herald    

 

And then we read this on the website of the 
Irish Bishops Conference:  Archbishop Eamon 
Martin: ‘hospitality’ and ‘accompaniment’ are as 
important today as ever…  

“Christ… reached out to the sick… those 
with [various] needs.  And before His  
Ascension into heaven, Jesus commissioned 
His friends and followers to go out and do 
likewise. ‘You shall be my witnesses’, He 
told them.  Jesus sent them out, as a  
community...especially to look out for the 
poor and the sick, and to be inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to read and respond to the signs 
of the times.”  
Ed:  Er, nope.  Our Lord told His disciples that 
they were to be witnesses, sure, but to His suffer-
ing, death and resurrection, and that they should 
preach penance and remission of sins in His name 
to all nations.. That’s when He said: “And you 
are witnesses to these things”. (Luke 24:46-48).  I 
wonder why the Bishop forgot to mention that, at 
all, at all. Ah but sure an’ don’t we all make 

The Irish Daily Mail, 29/10/22 reports that 
“the Bishop-elect of Ossory has said he is 
‘heartbroken’ to leave his native Donegal as 
he prepares to take up his post at a time of 
great challenge to the Church.”  
Ed: Not half as heartbroken as the faithful will be 
when it dawns on them that they have to wait a 
while longer to find a true shepherd of souls in 
their midst; one who wants to lead them to  
Heaven, not deeper into the modernist mess we 
have been suffering since before YouTube became 
a thing.  Bishop-elect Niall Coll is clearly intent on 
pushing Francis-Church, so it’s brace yourself for 
more of the same.  

The appointment of Fr Niall Coll by Pope Francis 
was announced in Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Kilken-
ny, just 24 hours after the publication of the latest 
stage of the Synod, a worldwide consultation about 
the future of the Catholic Church. 
Ed: For the record, the Catholic Church won’t 
have a future if these synod maniacs get their way.  

The 59 year old from Letterkenny, Co. Done-
gal said:  I come to Ossory at a time of great 
challenge to faith, a time when Irish society 
is increasingly secular and individualistic.  
Ed: And whose fault is that?   Do you see Muslims 
in full religious garb on your streets? Last time I 
was in Ireland I saw many, so they are clearly 
unaffected by the secular and individualistic  
society around them. Why is that? Clue: they  
believe that their religion is  true and that secular 
society must not be allowed to take it away. Duh... 

He said: Catholics ‘almost everywhere’ were 
‘unfamiliar with and thus unskilled in discerning 
and negotiating possibilities for change in Church 
life’.  
Ed: At 59 years of age, the new bishop is unaware 
that, like himself, Catholics almost everywhere are 
almost totally ignorant of the Faith, never mind 
being “unskilled, blah blah.” At 59, there is just no 
way on God’s  green earth that this man has been 
remotely taught authentic Catholicism.  He’s been 
reared in the modernist (fake) religion that seeks 
to blend in with and not at all disturb, Ireland’s 
“increasingly secular and individualistic society”.   

 

However, he said the future required change 
for the Church, in line with the Pope’s global 
process of listening.  
Ed: The problem is, he’s listening to all the wrong 
people. LGBTQI+ YES! Traditional Mass-going 
(TLM) Catholics NO!  Get it now?  

[He adds]…   

 

Ireland’s contribution to the Synod called for 
penance and atonement at a national level 
over physical, sexual and emotional abuse 
and its concealment by the Catholic Church, 
while expressing a sense of loss and  
continuing anger.  
Ed: It is right to condemn and atone for the abuses 
listed here; what is not right, though, is to blame 
“the Catholic Church” for them, when the actual 
responsibility lies with individual priests and bish-
ops, whether personally guilty of such sins and 
crimes, or complicit by their silence.  This business 
of blaming “the Church” must stop—it is calculat-
ed to take people out of the Church. But, the 
Church and Christ are one… Is Christ to blame for 

bad priests and bishops?  

 

The report also called for sweeping  
reforms in the way the Church deals with 
and involves women, LGBTQI+ people, 
the divorced and separated, and single 
parents.  
Ed: Translated, this means that the Church must 
change its teaching about male-only ordination, 
sexual sin, and marriage. Easy. As previously 
indicated, this new bishop was born into the 
Church just as it was being led into diabolical 
disorientation, as prophesied at Fatima.  The 
Devil was getting down to work. So, Bishop-
elect Coll doesn’t have a clue.  But that doesn’t 
let him off the hook.   
All Catholics  have a duty to educate themselves 
in the faith, ongoing throughout life. As a bish-
op, he has that same responsibility in spadefuls. 
If he had taken the time to delve into the Fathers 
of the Church, the great popes, not to mention 
the theology of St Thomas Aquinas and other 
great saints, he’d have worked it out by now; the 
Church cannot change the divinely revealed 
teachings which he and his ilk want to abandon, 
for the sake of short-term popularity. I say 
“short-term” because if he thinks that changing 
these “controversial” teachings will find people 
applauding the Church and rushing to sign up 
for Baptism, then he might be interested in  
buying my antique chocolate teapot.  
 

On the subject of applause, it’s worth noting 
that while Leprechaun (column 3) rightly  
reports that 30 people walked out of the church 
during Father Sheehy’s faithful sermon, at least 
some of those who remained applauded at the 
end of his sermon. (Irish Daily Mail, 2/11/22).  

And in the several radio interviews featuring 
Father Sheehy on various channels following his 
preaching, he ran rings round each one of the  
interviewers. Rings. Round. Interviewers.  
Here’s a link to one of the best—although every 
one I’ve heard is terrific.   
https://youtu.be/PNDxSqMiErM 

[Concluding the extracts from the Bishop-
elect of Ossary report]… 

Archbishop Dermot Farrell of Dublin said 
Fr Coll ‘undertakes his episcopal ministry 
in a time of rapid and profound cultural, 
social and ecclesiastical change.” 
Ed: If these bishops only understood the truths 
of the Faith, they would be able to recognise 
that the changes of which they speak are rooted 
in diabolic activity within the Church and in 
wider secular society. But they don’t.  Poor 
souls. Pray for them.  
 

The above extracts are taken from the Irish 
Daily Mail: New Bishop says Church faces a 
great challenge, 29/10/22. 

I am the Good  

Shepherd. The good 

shepherd gives his life 

for his sheep. But the 

hireling… hath no 

care for his sheep. 

(John 10:11; 13)   

https://catholicherald.co.uk/has-a-catholic-priest-really-been-cancelled-by-his-bishop-for-preaching-against-sin/
https://catholicherald.co.uk/has-a-catholic-priest-really-been-cancelled-by-his-bishop-for-preaching-against-sin/
https://catholicherald.co.uk/has-a-catholic-priest-really-been-cancelled-by-his-bishop-for-preaching-against-sin/
https://youtu.be/PNDxSqMiErM
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Reflections  

of a Medjugorje Apostate  

 

Joseph McCrossan 

In 1990, vainglorious, and 
pretentious youth that I was, I 
became convinced Our Lady 
was about to do more for me 
than anyone else in the world. 
In those days I could scarcely 
make the Sign of the Cross, 
without being asked if I’d ever 

thought of becoming a priest. “Oh, Our 
Lady has really got you under Her mantle” 
people would tell me; “She certainly has 
Her eye on you!” And as I arrived in  
Medjugorje that summer, my great Marian 
adventure, began.  

 

As is true for so many young people who go 
there, I was weary and burnt out from a life 
of clubbing and excess. A holy relationship 
was all I wanted now. And it seemed to be 
true for everyone I met.  

 

Everyone becomes fast friends in Medju-
gorje. And my good, new companions and I 
shared stories of what had brought us there. 
We were heart-sick of the life we were  
living. Medjugorje seemed to be a way out 
of the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. The promise of the Gospa, 
this, so-called, Queen of Peace, who 
claimed that love was her meaning, was so 
enticing that we all ran like mad to meet 
her. Everyone I encountered, longed for the 
same thing. I changed. The people around 
me changed. It seemed that everywhere I 
looked, people were soaring. I was lost in it 
all, consumed by it. Medjugorje, in those 
heady days of this first encounter, was gid-
dily romantic and dreamily beautiful.  

 

I sometimes think that Medjugorje wouldn’t 
have taken off the way it did, if it wasn’t for 
the embrace of young people. These days, 
whenever I hear that the Church is like a 
field hospital, I say, nah, piffle to that. But 
my yearning for God during that time; the 
yearning of all the young people I befriend-
ed there, was so deep, that when we met 
Him, in that rocky soil of Medjugorje, it 
was truly healing.  

 

I quietly accepted that the emotionalism of 
Medjugorje was a big part of my experi-
ence, and was a danger. I thought nothing 
could ever convince me Our Lady wasn’t 
appearing there. Still, over time doubts 
crept in. And then, they poured in.    

 

A well-known Medjugorje supporter once 
told me, “If people knew what really went 
on here, they’d shut it down.” Soon after, a 
priest warned me: “Don’t put all your spir-
itual eggs in one basket”. This advice  
wasn’t what I was used to. Even after my 
third or fourth visit, the call of Medjugorje 
was still roaring. But then I began to see 
that the things that were “really going on 
here” were potentially very bad fruits in-
deed. And realising too late, that my whole 
faith experience was completely tied into 
Medjugorje spirituality, those eggs began to 
crack.  

 

The first crack came after reading extracts 

from the “visionary” Vicka’s diary.  
Medjugorje visionaries regularly say and 
act in ways you wouldn’t expect. The 
inconsistences in the transcripts of inter-
views from the first week, alone, point to 
how things were very wrong, right from 
the start. But this story from Vicka is quite 
extraordinary. She related the tale of a taxi 
driver, who met a man covered in blood. 
This man told the driver to take his bloody 
handkerchief and throw it into the river. 
Before he could do so however, the driver 
was stopped by a woman, dressed in black, 
who ordered him to hand it over to her.  
Gospa later explained to Vicka, that the 
man was Jesus, that she was the woman in 
black, and that had the handkerchief been 
thrown in the river, “it would have been 
the end of the world!”   

 

This story, quite famous among Medjugor-
je’s detractors, ought to be better known. 
It’s impossible that our Blessed Mother 
could say anything like this, ever. And the 
tale is said to be a variation of a local leg-
end. Already absurd to the reader, imagine 
how offensive it must be to Our Lady 
herself. Nevertheless, it remains an incon-
venient truth and is entirely consistent with 
the hidden side of the Medjugorje affair.  

 

Other incidents began to wear me down. 
When the Yugoslav wars began on 25th 
June 1991, it was the tenth anniversary of 
the first “apparition”, but Gospa, the 
Queen of Peace, had said next to nothing 
about it, much less warned the visionaries. 
Around this time, footage started to circu-
late of Vicka (again), who had flinched 
during an apparition, reacting to an ob-
server who was pointing towards her left 
eye, when she was supposed to be in ecsta-
sy. Vicka excused herself by claiming, she 
thought Our Lady was going to drop the 
Baby Jesus, and she was moving to catch 
him.  

 

The final straw though, came during my 
last visit there.  One of the visionaries, 
Maria Pavlovich, was friends with the 
owner of the retreat house where I was 
staying that year. She asked Maria to have 
her vision with us one evening. Maria, 
agreed. This really is visions on demand, I 
thought.   

 

She arrived, quite grumpily just before 
6.40pm. I sat to her left, but with a clear 
view of her face.  She started to pray, the 
“vision” began, and I knew in an instant, 
that it was all over for me. I hadn’t ex-
pected to see or feel anything but I had, at 
least, hoped to see some holiness or  
humility in her. Instead, I saw a rather 
unhappy looking young lady, who would 
rather have been anywhere but there. I 
didn’t see her looking heavenwards, I saw 
her looking at the ceiling. And I was done.  

 

In the years that followed, I felt lost. I just 
about held onto my faith, but the invest-
ment I had made in the events and messag-
es of Medjugorje extracted a heavy toll. I 

was spiritually bankrupt. Many who had 
once had to listen to me waxing about the 
Madonna of Medjugorje, drew much amuse-
ment from my change of heart. But the 
wounds were deep.   

 

I remained in a slump for several years. It 
was only going back to the Church Fathers, 
to what we all call Tradition, that I started to 
break through again. No more mad adven-
tures, and my prayer to this day is: keep the 
emotions at bay, please! Consolations come, 
and I’m grateful, but I no longer trust them. I 
have come to realise that I still know so little 
of my faith. And my great regret about the 
years as a Medj-Head was how much I 
missed of the riches to be found in the faith 
of our fathers.  

 

This week, reflecting on my time in Medju-
gorje, I found the experience joyless. It’s 
more than twenty years since I turned 
against it, and I am more convinced than 
ever that Our Lady is not there. However, 
the suggestion that the devil is there, is very 
persuasive.  

 

But first what of the very good, very real 
fruits? My theory is that they are coming off 
pilgrims themselves, who arrive with the 
seeds of conversion already within them. Set 
free to express the faith, many experience, 
perhaps for the first time, the richness of a 
Catholic life lived to the full. This living of 
the sacramental life was already available to 
them at home. It is not the so-called appari-
tions of the Gospa, but rather the witness of 
the faithful, that generates the fruits of con-
versions.  

 

People ask, what could Satan gain from 
these conversions. But Satan is much smart-
er than us, and even after conversion, he can 
easily pick people off, one by one, when 
they return home.  Secondly, most tragically 
of all, it’s not what Satan is watching people 
do, it is what he is stopping them from do-
ing. We may have forgotten how important 
Fatima is; he most certainly hasn’t.  

 

I find the answer can only be found through 
Our Lady of Fatima. Many don’t remember 
that the promised Triumph of the Immacu-
late Heart, is predicated on the Consecration 
of Russia. The faithful were also asked to 
make the First Five Saturdays devotion.  

 

I believe that Medjugorje is the devil’s an-
swer to Fatima. Is it such a stretch to wonder 
what the conversions of the Medjugorje 
millions could have achieved, if they had 
responded to Our Lady’s actual call and 
made the First Saturday reparations? That’s 
some counter factual, I know. But just imag-
ine.  In Fatima Our Lady told us what we 
need. In Medjugorje, the Gospa only tells us 
what we want to hear.  And we continue 
ignore this at our peril. 

Joseph McCrossan is a pseudonym for a  
Catholic Truth reader who lives in South West 
England with his wife and two teenage children. 
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Ecumenism  

Vs Catholicism  
 

Iain Colquhoun  

Evidently the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) was founded by members of the 
American YMCA to combine Protestant 
denominations into a purportedly universal 
body that would mount a challenge the 
Catholic Church. It is significant that the 
aims and practices of the WCC and its sub-
sidiaries British Council of Churches (BCC) 
etc, correlate precisely with those of  Free-
masonry. What is claimed by the WCC is 
that we must work towards the unification 
of ‘the churches’. Among Catholics this has 
almost come to have the force of a new 
dogma. And since the second Vatican Coun-
cil, many in the Church have seen the WCC 
as the authority on ecumenism, and have 
sought closer links to it, which brings us to 
the message Our Lady brought to Fatima on 
13th July 1917 in which she warned that by a 
spread of her errors, Russia would provoke 
attacks on the Church.  

 

In my work ‘Seeking the Gospel Truth 
about the Third Secret of Fatima’ (Amazon) 
I reveal that Russia infiltrated the WCC so 
as to provoke an attack on the Church. The 
resultant spread of WCC’s ecumenism then 
led in 1983 to Pope John Paul II authorising 
the entry of the Catholic Church in Britain 
into the local offshoots of the WCC, in par-
ticular ‘Scottish Churches Council’ (SCC), 
which was then controlled by the Episcopal 
Canon Kenyon Wright of the Soviet ‘front’ 
Christian Peace Conference. CPC was 
launched by the Russians in order to use 
clergy in secular politics for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons. But this was not the only 
outcome of the Church taking part in SCC, 
for with Protestant clergy moving closer to 
leaders of the Church they began demanding 
the acceptance of ‘orders’.  

 

So,  Pope John Paul in contravention of the 
explicit teachings of Pius XI in ‘Mortalium 
Animos’ allowed the Church to join a 
Protestant ecumenical organisation run by 
an agent of Russia, enabling him to use it in 
propaganda for the launch of a Scottish 
Parliament which is now committed to the 
abolition of the one deterrent against attack, 
Trident.  At the very same time it has led to 
Anglican demands for the acceptance of 
their ‘orders’, which Leo XIII has declared 
invalid.  
 

Will such a spread of errors not predispose 
what was foretold in the Third Secret of 
Fatima?  

What is generally called the “Third Secret” 
is, in actuality, the third and final part of the 
full prophetic Secret which the Blessed  
Virgin gave to three child seers on July 13, 
1917. The other two sections of the Secret 
(the vision of hell and the rise of Communist 
Russia) were publicly revealed with the 
publication of Sister Lucy’s Memoirs in the 
1940s, the final part of the revelation  
remains in the possession of the Vatican and 
has not yet been disclosed to the world. 

It was under the direct order of her bishop 
and, with the assistance of Our Lady, that 
Sister Lucy dos Santos wrote the third part 
of the Secret down on January 2, 1944. 
Speaking to Sister Lucy, the Queen of  
Heaven told her that it was God’s Will that 
she commit the Secret to paper and entrust it 
to her bishop and, through him, to Pope Pius 
XII. At that time, the Blessed Virgin also 
indicated that this part of the Secret was to 
be revealed to the Faithful no later than 
1960. 

Upon learning that her bishop was unwilling 
to open the envelope containing the Secret, 
Sister Lucy “made him promise,” in the 
words of Canon Galamba, “that the Third 
Secret would be opened and read to the 
world upon her death or in 1960, whichever 
would happen first.” If her bishop died first, 
it was agreed that the Secret would be con-
fided to the Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon. 
Despite this agreement, the Secret was, in 
fact, delivered to the Vatican where it has 
remained undisclosed to the public for over 
fifty years. 

“Dangers threatening the faith and life of 
a Christian … and therefore the world.” 

Since 1960 when, after reading the Secret, 
Pope John XXIII decided not to reveal the 

Iain Colquhoun, widowed, is a 

retired nurse, who lives in Wales.  

Vatican,  Secrets,  

& the Gravity of History 
Extracts from article on the Third Secret, at fatima.org  

contents publicly, there has been growing 
speculation concerning what it contains. 
While in the past, speculation often identi-
fied the Secret with all sorts of cataclysms 
and disasters, more recent scholarship has 
indicated that it most likely concerns the 
widespread chaos, confusion and loss of 
faith that has gripped the Catholic Church 
over the last three and a half decades. 

In an interview conducted in November 
1984, Cardinal Ratzinger (of the Holy  
Office—later Pope Benedict XVI)) con-
firmed that, with the Pope’s permission, he 
had read the Secret and that it concerns, in 
his words, “a radical call to conversion, the 
absolute gravity of history, the dangers 
threatening the Faith and the life of a Chris-
tian, and therefore the world. And also, the 
importance of the last times.” The Cardinal 
went on to explain that “if it is not published 
it is to avoid confusing religious prophecy 
with sensationalism. But the things con-
tained in the Third Secret correspond to 
what has been announced in Scripture and 
are confirmed by many other Marian  
apparitions.” 

While the precise wording of the Secret 
remains unknown to the public, the labors of 
such famous Fatima scholars as Father 
Joaquin Alonso (former official archivist of 
Fatima) and Frère Michel de la Sainte 
Trinité have nevertheless provided  
invaluable insights into its meaning and 
contents. The latter’s monumental 850-page 
work, The Third Secret is particularly note-
worthy in this regard. 

“The devil has succeeded in bringing in 
evil (to the Church) under the guise of 
good and the blind are beginning to lead 
others.” 

In his book, Frère Michel reports that, when 
questioned about the Secret, Sister Lucy 
said: “It’s in the Gospel and in the  
Apocalypse, read them!” He notes that she 
then particularly indicated Chapters VIII 
through XIII of the Apocalypse (Chapter 
XIII specifically concerns the rise of the 
Antichrist). In his study of the Third Secret, 
Frère Michel builds a powerful and  
compelling case that the Third Secret is a 
grave warning of apostasy within the  
Catholic Faith and a serious indictment of 
those in the Church hierarchy who have 
promoted dissent and outright heresy. 

Sister Lucia 

“Father, it is my mission not just to tell about the material punishments that will certainly come over the earth if the world 
does not pray and do penance. No, my mission is to tell everyone the imminent danger we are in of losing our souls for all  
eternity if we remain fixed in sin. Father, we should not wait for a call to the world from Rome on the part of the Holy Father to 
do penance. Nor should we wait for a call to penance from our Bishops...No. Our Lord has often used these means and the 
world has not paid heed. So, now each one of us must begin to reform himself spiritually. Each one has to save not only his 
own soul, but also all the souls that God has placed on his pathway.”  (Sr Lucia, interview with Fr Augustin Fuentes, Vice-Postulator of the 

Cause of beatification for Francisco and Jacinta, 26 December 1957) 

https://fatima.org/the-third-secret-of-fatima/
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Francis: Pope of the Homeless  
(and the eco-warriors, and the LGBTQ+ lobby, and the rest of the “anything goes” brigade)  

 

 

Roving Reporter 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

From Vatican News 9/11/22 
 

Extracts below... 

 

A few moments before his Wednesday  
General Audience, Pope Francis unveiled a 
new sculpture in St. Peter’s Square dedicated 
to the homeless.  It’s a life-size bronze statue 
titled "Sheltering" by Canadian artist Timothy 
Schmalz, known especially for his “Angels 
Unawares” sculpture of migrants and  
refugees installed in a corner of the square.  

 

The new sculpture depicts a homeless person 
being covered by a blanket pulled over him 
by a flying dove.  

From the Irish Daily Mail…   

 
Thirty three churches in Dublin could 
provide homes for up to 2,000 people if 
they were remodelled, a group of  
architects have said.   

 

The project, called Thirty-Three Churches, 
was inspired by the 33 churches identified 
in the Archdiocese of Dublin’s submission 
to Dublin City Council’s Development 
plan (2022-28) in which the churches were 
put forward for potential re-zoning for 
future housing.  

 

However, the plan was rejected by the 
council as no site-specific proposal was 
put forward.  

 

Taking one of the 33 churches—St Mary 
of the Angels in Dublin 7—Mr David 
Lawless [Dublin architect] and Ms Sophie 
Kelleher [researcher] have designed a site-
specific proposal to show how a church 
could be altered to house up to 60 people, 
while still functioning as a place of  
worship.   

 

Speaking to the Irish Daily Mail, Mr Law-
less said: “Any new housing is good, and 
the housing crisis is not going to be solved 
in one fell swoop. It’s all about making 
buildings work harder—everything just 
needs to be a bit busier and everyone 
needs to muck in and help… It won’t be 
cheap, but no expense was spared in the 
building of these churches and no expense 
should be spared now.”   

 

But Councillor Mannix Flynn said: “This 
idea of re-zoning land to put in a minute 
amount of homes is just ridiculous. It’s 
just a sideshow. In my opinion, this kind 

of grandiose idea is about exploiting the 
housing crisis and exploiting those who are 
homeless. It’s simply atrocious. If people 
want to buy a church and convert it for their 
own use, that’s well and good, but this isn’t  
a solution to the housing crisis, absolutely 
not”.   
(Above extracts taken from The Irish Daily Mail: 
How about joining the property ladder in the 
house of God? 13/10/22) 

One key takeaway from the above  

report—missed entirely by the Irish  

Bishops—is this remark from the lips of 

David Lawless:   

“...no expense was spared in the building 

of these churches…”  

For the answer to the question of why 
medieval Christians spared no expense in 
the building of churches and cathedrals, 
see p.16.. Beautiful Medieval Churches: 
Motive, Means & Opportunity...  

It was conceived to shine a spotlight on 
global homelessness and encourage practical 
solutions in keeping with the mission of the 
“13 Houses Campaign”, an initiative of the 
Homeless Alliance of the Vincentian Family 
(FHA) that gathers religious congregations, 
lay associations and charities inspired by the 
life and work of St. Vincent de Paul.  

 

Through the campaign, the Alliance seeks to 
house 10,000 people worldwide, by the end 
of 2023 in more than 160 countries where 
the Vincentian Family already works, as part 
of a more ambitious plan to change the lives 
of many [of the] 1.2 billion people who are 
currently homeless around the world.  

 

Commenting on the unveiling of 
“Sheltering”," Mark McGreevy, FHA coor-
dinator and President of the DePaul Interna-
tional Group, said that the statue compels us 
to be aware of the homeless people around 
us. “Before we can solve homelessness, we 
have to understand it”, he explained. 

“We need to stop and hear homeless people's 
stories and involve them in the solutions 
which deliver long-term change.” 

"The inspiration of Jesus and St. Vincent de 
Paul leads us to dream big, but with deep 
humility. The dream is that at some point in 
history all of humanity will be able to have 
decent housing", said Tomaž Mavrič, Supe-
rior General of the Congregation of the  
Mission of St. Vincent de Paul and the 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. 

Schmalz's new sculpture has been unveiled 
only a few days ahead of the 6th World Day 
of the Poor to be celebrated next Sunday, 
November 13. The Day was established by 
Pope Francis 2016 to celebrate the end of 
the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. Since 
2017 it has been celebrated every year on 
the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2022-11/pope-francis-unveils-sculpture-dedicated-to-the-homeless.html
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Catholic Truth… a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 

From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

Beautiful Medieval Churches:  

Motive, Means & Opportunity...   
Forget about joining the Legion of Mary, Spread the Faith by Building Your Own Church!        

 

Carole Singer  

Issue Number 132—December, 2022 

“The declared enemies of God and His 
Church, heretics and schismatics, must be 
criticized as much as possible, as long as 
truth is not denied. It is a work of charity to 
shout: ‘Here is the wolf!’ when it enters the 
flock or anywhere else.” 1  

 

 

The problem with that, however, is that the 
“wolves” in the priesthood do not always 
appear as easily recognisable heretics and 
schismatics. More often than not they are 
pleasant enough men, and it is only when 
they are confronted, however reasonably, 
by someone who, say, questions something, 
whether it’s about the Liturgy or the Life-
Group, that the mask slips, and then the 
true—usually proud—character is revealed. 
Still, there are bad apples in every walk of 
life and Judas Iscariot serves to remind us 
that the priesthood is no different.    

 

Judas Iscariot, however, was not a bad 
apple in the beginning. Indeed, he was so 
highly regarded by his brother-apostles that 
he was entrusted with their finances, and 
even at the Last Supper nobody suspected 
that he was the traitor to whom Our Lord 
referred when He announced that one of the 
twelve would betray Him: instead, each, in 
turn, asked “Is it I, Lord?” 2 

 

 

No, there were few clues that Judas had lost 
the grace of his vocation. Like the rest of 
the twelve, he worked miracles.3 He was 
one of the closest friends of Jesus, who 

Recently, I stumbled across a blog on what 
motivated Christians in medieval times to 
spend so much money on building beautiful 
churches, which are tourist attractions to this 
day.  People were poor—wealth as we know 
it, did not exist—so why would those  
Christians spend so much money on church 
buildings, if not because their faith and  
devotion dictated that they give as much 
glory to God as possible in His House? 

 

Interestingly, the novel view (I’d never 
heard it before) was proffered that since 
there was no television or social media in 
those days, building beautiful churches was 
the only means of advertising the Christian 
faith.  

 

The discussion continued with others point-
ing out that if fancy buildings were the way 
to draw people towards a “product”, why 
didn’t businessmen and retailers do the same 
thing? Here’s David:   

 

“Cathedral-building may well have served 
all those ends, but the claim that medieval 
people weren't more religious than modern 
people is still ridiculous. Markets were  
certainly extant and important in medieval 
times, so if they were just like us, why didn't 

they pour those resources into building 
beautiful malls? And was all that medieval 
writing, art, and music, not to mention 
church attendance, pure signalling without 
any authentic content? And if no one was 
religious, then signalling to whom?  Most 
likely, this claim depends on a purposeful 
distortion of what it means to "be reli-
gious." For example, if you were to equate 
religiosity with the rate at which people 
sinned, you could probably claim that me-
dieval people were no more religious than 
modern people. But that isn't what we real-
ly mean by religiosity -- we mean a particu-
lar way of looking at the world.”  Exactly.  

 

The point was made by one commentator 
that sometimes gargoyles are placed out of 
sight of the public, because they are only 
intended for God to see—for example, the 
gargoyles or chimeras in Notre Dame  
Cathedral in Paris. These sculptures, often 
grotesque animal-like figures, represent the 
protection of the building against evil. Why 
go to all that trouble to hide creative art-
work if the building is to impress other 
human beings, and not for God’s glory?  

 

Just as the religiosity of those medieval  
Christians is evidenced by their funding of  

beautiful church buildings for the glory of 
God, so the contrary attitude of moderns is 
revealed in the drabness of contemporary 
church buildings.  

 

The enthusiasm of the Irish bishops to hand 
over thirty three of their churches to a city 
Council for re-modelling to cater for the 
homeless, is a case in point (See p.15).  

 

Judas Iscariot hides his greed with sham 
concern for the poor as he reprimands Jesus 
for allowing Mary, sister of Martha, to 
anoint his feet with an expensive perfumed 
ointment when he dines at their home:  
“Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence and given to the poor?” he 
complains. Jesus replies: “The poor you 
have always with you: but me you have not 
always.” (John 12:2-8)                                                   

 

That is why medieval Christians—and many 
others for generations since then—built very 
beautiful churches. I’m less confident about 
the motives of the Irish bishops for seeking 
to sell so many of theirs to a homeless pro-
ject, when we know poverty is here to stay 
—We have Christ’s own words for that. Is 
concern for the poor their real reason or is 
there, as with Judas, an ulterior motive?  

loved him as one of His own, until his 
vocation came to its tragic end.4     

 

Theories abound as to why Judas turned 
against Jesus; it is unlikely that the  
betrayal was a sudden about-turn, but  
rather the result of a gradually weakened 
Faith. This is exactly what we are seeing 
today: priests and prelates who have  
become indifferent, to say the least.  I find 
myself increasingly sympathising with a 
friend who, some months ago told me that 
she’d never encountered a priest who  
impressed her. She wonders if, having read 
the lives of some priest-saints, perhaps her 
expectations are too high. Hardly, given 
that the saints are proposed to us as models 
of sanctity. If the clergy can’t imitate the 
saints, what chance is there for the rest of 
us, poor minions?   

 

Then, out of the blue, we find a priest of  
Fr Sheehy’s calibre (p.12) who defied the 
new normal in preaching, which is to  
ignore the pervasive sexual immorality of 
these Godless times. In preaching about 
God’s loving compassion for repentant 
sinners, Fr Sheehy taught that failure to 
repent of mortal sins means eternal death, 
naming contraception, abortion, homosex-
ual acts and transgenderism. Some hapless 
types walked out during his sermon but, at 
the end of Mass, he received a standing 
ovation; game, set and match to Fr Sheehy!  

 

Apart from the obvious lesson, the need for 
priests to preach unpopular truths,5  Father 
Sheehy provides an edifying example of a 
priest who is not afraid to correct his errant 
superior. Certainly, as younger priests are 

very quick to point out, Fr Sheehy is retired, 
but the obligation to preach the truth “in and 
out of season” applies to all priests, every-
where. Divine Providence is not promised 
only to retired clergy. Nor does the duty to 
defend and preach the Faith end, for any of 
us, with retirement. It’s a lifelong contract—
check your Terms & Conditions. 

 

When his bishop publicly condemned  
Fr Sheehy in the media, astonishingly say-
ing that his comments “do not represent the 
Christian position” Fr Sheehy didn’t call a 
press conference to apologise—au contraire; 
as justice and truth requires, he used the 
media to publicly correct his bishop: 
“He’s actually sacrificing the truth or he’s  
muzzling the truth in order to appease  
people because they don’t want to face  
reality that they need to face before they die, 
and that’s a given”.6     
 

We need more priests like Fr Sheehy, and 
fewer woke bishops.7   For now, though, a 
sincere thank you to Fr Sheehy for giving us 
hope that there are priests out there who are 
preaching the Faith. Next please!  

 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!  

 

Footnotes:   

1  St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout  Life, 
Part III, Chapter 29. 
2  Matthew 26:22  
3  Matthew 10:1  
4  Acts 1:17 
5  “Preach the word in season, out of season:  reprove, 
entreat, rebuke in all patience and doctrine.”   
                                                            (2 Timothy 4:2) 
6  Irish bishop restricts priest from saying Mass for 
calling abortion, homosexuality sinful, Lifesitenews, 
2/11/22 
7 “He that shall deny me before men, I will also deny 
him before my father who is in Heaven.” (Matt 10:33) 

https://archive.org/details/anintroductiont00salegoog

