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Catholic Truth… a bi-monthly newsletter for informed Catholics 

N O T I C E !
The  

Catholic Truth  

Apostolate is  

closing. 

Our next and final  

newsletter will be 

published in 

May, 2023.  

See opposite: 

The End is Nigh... 

The End 

   Is Nigh... 
The following piece was first published in Issue # 70, January 2012. Extracts 

are reproduced here, slightly updated, for what, hopefully, will become  

obvious reasons... 

January, 1999. Twenty-four years ago. 
That’s when we launched Catholic Truth. 
That is, we sent out a one-page newsletter 
to a smallish circle of lay people and 
priests, in our very own version of market 
research. The response was favourable, so 
we went to work and produced Issue No. 1, 
a four-page newsletter dated 10 March, 
1999, which is the Feast Day of Scotland’s 
only canonised martyr, St John Ogilvie. We 
were officially in business: we would help 
to sort out this desperate Church crisis, at 
least in our neck of the woods.  
 

Scots Catholics would read our reports of 
the various liturgical abuses, priestly  
immorality and episcopal negligence and 
they would refuse to remain silent. To 
quote St Catherine of Siena, they would 
“cry out with a hundred thousand tongues”. 
The Catholic Church in Scotland would be 
put to rights in no time.  

 

Very soon we were receiving tips from 
people in high places who were keen for us 
to report the truth about the dire state of the 
Church in Scotland. Increasingly, we  
received requests from readers in England 
and Ireland to report on the state of the 
Church in those fair lands. Busy, busy, busy 
newsletter team. But what about the 
“hundred thousand tongues” we expected to 
join us? Where were they? Don’t I ask good 
questions?  

 

Twenty-four years later and the state of the 
Church in Scotland, Ireland and England is 
worse than ever. However, instead of our 
readers being fired up to act in whatever 
way we all can, I’m hearing, more and 
more, the kind of comments that make me 
ask another good question: where are all the 
Confirmed ‘Soldiers of Christ’? Please do 
not tell me “traditional Catholics”. At one 
time, remember, there was no other kind of 
Catholic. Chiefly as a result of the post-
Second Vatican Council liturgical battle 
within the Church, this label has come to 
describe any Catholic who attends a  
Traditional Latin Mass (TLM), with a few 

thrown in who pay lip service to full  
doctrinal orthodoxy. The fact is, however, 
there are too many allegedly “traditional” 
Catholics who, as long as they have access 
to a TLM are happy to batten down the 
hatches and wait for the storm to pass. The 
idea that they have a role to play - a crucial 
role - either doesn’t occur to them, due to 
faulty catechesis somewhere along the line, 
or they choose the easy life.  

 

Indeed, in the same breath that “traditional” 
readers are generously praising the Catholic 
Truth newsletter, they are advising me on 
the one hand that “all we can do is pray” 
and on the other “I do wish I had your  
courage - keep up the good work…” I’ve 
consulted the newsletter team. None of us 
has courage. It’s official. What we DO 
have, is access to all the graces we need to 
get to know, understand, love and defend 
our Faith. That was the default position 
programmed into us at our Confirmation. 
The Bishop (in my own case, as you would 
expect, an Archbishop…) “slapped” us on 
the face: a ceremonial reminder that we 
must be ready to suffer for the Faith, that 
we must prepare to do battle for it. If we are 
Mass-going Catholics only - whether Sun-
day Mass-goers or Mass-goers at the slight-
est whiff of incense, it’s not good enough.  

 

God gave us the Mass as His chosen means 
for us to offer Him true worship, and thus to 
nourish our souls. Soldiers going into battle 
need to be strong and so it is with Soldiers 
of Christ fighting spiritual battles, both 
within our own souls and in the wider 
world.                       Continued on p.2 

We’ve had enough 
of exhortations to 
be silent! Cry out 
with a hundred 
thousand tongues.  
I see that the world 
is rotten because of 
silence.    
 

St  Catherine of Siena, Laywoman, Third Order  
Dominican Tertiary, Doctor of the Church.  
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The End Is Nigh, continued from p.1 

Authentic prayer will make us zealous. 
None of us, of course, is ever zealous 
enough, but nobody who is genuinely pray-
ing will adopt a bunker mentality, satisfied 
to allow the Bride of Christ to be under-
mined and openly attacked, even by those - 
bishops, priests and religious - who should 
have defended it”1  

 

Arguing the futility of action in the current 
crisis, sometimes readers quote Our Lord’s 
words to the Apostles to “wipe off the dust”, 
but that refers to taking the Gospel to a par-
ticular town and being rejected. We then go 
elsewhere. Try a different strategy. Jesus 
didn’t say: “When crisis comes in the 
Church, just find a comfortable niche for 
yourself and pray hard.”  

 

If prayer alone were the answer, Our Lord 
would not have needed to come on this earth 
at all, let alone suffer and die as He did. 
Prayer is NOT enough. Prayer we take for 
granted. If someone asks you what to do to 
live a healthy life, you wouldn’t say “eat” 
because that is so basic that unless we eat 
we die. So with prayer. I seldom mention 
prayer because it is inconceivable that any 
Catholic does not understand the basic ne-
cessity of prayer. Action cannot be a substi-
tute for prayer, but prayer without action is a 
strange sort of prayer.  

 

Who can pray “Thy will be done on earth, 
Thy Kingdom come...” if they are neglect-
ing to help build up the Kingdom of God - 
the holy Catholic Church - on earth. It is 
clearly God’s will that each one of plays our 
part. Catholics do not only look to Scripture 
but to the entire Tradition of the Church for 
inspiration, and the saints and martyrs down 
the centuries reveal that we must act,  
especially at times of crisis, to defend and 
promote the truths of the Faith.  

 

The reports we publish should fill a truly 
Catholic soul with zeal to correct the errors, 
the false beliefs about the nature and  
purpose of the Church itself, that are now so 
shockingly widespread. To take the view 
“it’s hopeless, I’m washing my hands of the 
whole thing” is not Catholic. So, what, in 
fact, can we do?  
Well, if you are a priest, the first thing you 
can do is to preach about the lay vocation. 
It’s a very long time since I, personally, 
heard a sermon about Confirmation and the 
gifts and fruits of that Sacrament which is 
designed to make us zealous defenders of 
the Faith. Right now, those of us doing no 
more than our Confirmation duty are per-
ceived as fanatics or extremists on the one 
hand or, comically, canonisable saints on 
the other—usually the former. The clergy 
need to correct this error. St Paul teaches 
that “Faith comes by hearing” (Romans 

10:17); it is, therefore, incumbent upon 
preachers to see to it that the faithful are 
educated in the essential Christian vocation 
to spread and defend the Faith which obli-
gates every Catholic—laity whether single 
or married, religious and the ordained.  
 

We can do lots of things. We can distribute 
sound literature/Fatima material; we can 
speak up when we hear heresy - which re-
quires us to educate ourselves in the Faith 
by reading and discussing more. We can put 
ourselves out to attend meetings addressed 
by dissenters on Catholic premises when we 
see advertisements for these in church bulle-

tins or Catholic publications, and, if possi-
ble, speak out. OR we can simply report 
the scandal in this newsletter. OR we can 
write to complain to the priest/bishop who 
has permitted this meeting to take place.  
Any of these actions will, at least, let the 
powers-that-be know that we’re on to 
them, that they have an informed and  
active laity, not easily fooled, so best to 
think twice next time! If you are computer-
literate then you can and should participate 
in blogs where you can correct Modernist 
errors.  

 

Blogging is an excellent apostolate.  
Usually you can write anonymously under 
a pseudonym. What possible excuse,  
therefore, can anyone have for refusing to  
correct errors and spread the Faith by  
blogging? There’s no excuse, really, for 
not contributing at least a few sentences on 
a weekly basis to any blog. There’s  
certainly no excuse for doing nothing.  

 

We know that, because, otherwise, luke-
warm Catholics would not have been so  
forcefully condemned in Sacred Scripture. 
Who can read that God will “vomit” them 
out of His mouth because they are “neither 
hot nor cold” and still say: “all we can do 
is pray”? God has created me to do him 
some definite service; he has committed 
some work to me which he has not commit-
ted to another. I have my mission - I may 
never know it in this life, but I shall be told 
it in the next... I have a part in a great 
work; I am a link in a chain, a bond of 
connection between persons...  
           

                        Saint John Henry (Cardinal) Newman 

Footnote:  

 1 “The fort is betrayed even by those who should have 
defended it.” Bishop John Fisher, martyr, speaking of 
his fellow bishops at the time of the Protestant Refor-
mation in England. John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 
canonised 1935 

I know thy works, that thou art 
neither hot nor cold. I would 
thou were cold or hot. But  
because thou art lukewarm and 
neither cold nor hot, I will 
begin to vomit thee out of my 
mouth. 

 
                                  

 

 
 
                 Apocalypse 3:15-16 

Fame & (Mis)Fortune…  

 

Over the years, Catholic Truth has been 
vilified in the secular and Catholic press. 
Since the Bishops of Scotland were regard-
ed as “Vatican hardliners,” the very idea 
that they should be criticised by Catholic 
laity was puzzling to journalists. So, we 
were treated unsympathetically from the 
start, finding ourselves portrayed as way out 
extremists because we reported on the anti-
Catholic rhetoric of two Edinburgh priests: 
Fr Stephen Gilhooley and Father (later Can-
on) Andrew Monaghan. For more on these 
two dissenters, see p.11/12.    
 

We launched our one-page “test” newsletter 
in January 1999, and in February 1999 we 
found ourselves castigated in the Edinburgh 
Evening News (18/2/1999) branded dopey 
“fundamentalists”.  They wasted no time.  

By July 1999 our “extremism” had featured 
in publications ranging from the various run
-of-the-mill Scottish newspapers to the 
anything-but-run-of-the-mill News of the 
World, wherein Fr Gilhooley was quoted as 
accusing us of an assassination attempt.  
Yip, you got that right. Don’t laugh—yet. It 
gets crazier. More on the “bomb” incident 
on p.11. We were also branded the Catholic 
Taliban by supposedly Catholic MPs in the 
Westminster Parliament (see p.3).  

 

Similarly, our reports on Father “Call me 
Andy” Monaghan, who dished out the most 
astonishing advice to callers during his 
“Agony Uncle” Radio Show, brought howls 
of derision, as sympathetic callers rang into 
ask—very impolitely, I must say—for our 
heads on a platter.  For some examples of 
this priest’s “work” see p.12.  

 

In short, Fr Gilhooley could tell the entire 
(majority Protestant) readership of the  
Edinburgh Evening News that he thought 
all dogma should be kicked out of the 
Church—get that?  No dogma at all in 
Church… What!  And Fr “Call me Andy” 
Monaghan could broadcast contact details 
for “gay” helplines and abortion centres, 
each of them confident that they had the 
support of their Archbishop, Keith Patrick 
O’Brien (later, Cardinal).  His time in office 
did not end well, if you recall. But  note: 
our  attempts to rectify the above scandals 
privately failed; we were either ignored or 
insulted, told to be more charitable, which 
led to the launch of this newsletter.   

 

Fr Gilhooley published his shocking book 
entitled The Pyjama Parade, which was 
sprayed throughout with the F word (I 
bought a copy, suffered it to the end, and 
put it right into the bin);  he abandoned his 
priestly “ministry” to live in Ireland.  After 
a spell on the dole, he returned to work as a 
priest, but not in Edinburgh, reportedly due 
to the threat of a clergy uprising. Instead he 
was shipped off to “serve” an English 
speaking community overseas. Vernacular 
Mass? Don’t make me laugh.   

 

Monaghan’s radio career ended and he was 
placed under police investigation following 
allegations of lewd behaviour by two wom-
en. Last time we checked with the legal 
establishment as to the outcome of their 
investigation we were told that the case was 
not closed and that if more information was 
provided, the case would progress—words 
to that effect.  Pray to Our Lady to help 
these priests, and others like them... now 
and at the hour of their death.   

Update, February 2023…  
 

I repeat: “No excuse for doing nothing…” 

Yet, twenty-four years  after launching 
this humble apostolate, we have to accept 
that this is precisely what the majority of 
our fellow Catholics are doing to address 
the ongoing and worsening crisis in the 
Church: zippo, nothing.  Additionally, we 
came into a field populated by enemy 
modernist clergy. Now, it is peppered, 
also, with enemy traditionalists.  Time to 
shake the dust. More on this at our March 
Conference and in our final newsletter in 
May.   
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Editor/Blog Administrator writes…  
 
Recently, I stumbled across a magazine enti-
tled The Scottish Catholic, featuring a pupil 
on the front cover, querying “What’s our 
future?” beside his photo a list: Catholic 
Climate Change, Cost of Living, Mental 
Health, Hope (see image, p.5).  

 

Turns out this is a special Catholic Education 
Week Edition of the magazine which had 
been handed over to a group of seven pupils 
who were invited to choose the topics, and 
write the articles.  “The results are enlighten-
ing” says Ian Dunn, Editor. And he wasn’t 
kidding.  He adds:  “Be it climate change, 
the mental health crisis or the cost of living, 
they care, they want to make a difference… 
They explain what older Catholics don’t 
understand about their generation.”     

 

Well, folks, brace yourselves – below a cou-
ple of examples of what these young people 
think the older generation need to understand 
(for which read “accept”) about their take on 
the Faith.  They begin by explaining why 
they wanted to take part in the magazine 
project. 

Lauryn Paton (17) writes…   

 

I wanted to learn more about issues young 
people are facing in the world. It’s given me 
experience in this industry [journalism] and 
how things work. Older people assume we 
don’t care about Faith or being a Catholic 
because we don’t go to Church every week 
or pray all the time, but we care in a  
different way. 

Kerry Mullen (16) writes…  

 

This seemed like a good opportunity that not 
everyone would get the chance to do.  I think 
older people don’t always understand the 
time it takes to be a practising Catholic. I 
work every Sunday in retail, so I can’t go to 
Sunday Mass but it doesn’t mean the Faith 
doesn’t matter to me. Young people need to 
be reached in different ways.  

 

Catholic Truth Commentary…  

 

It’s difficult to believe that these young peo-
ple see nothing untoward in their casual 
attitude towards the Commandment to  
worship God, to keep holy the Sabbath day, 
and to do so in accordance with the Church’s 
precept to attend Mass on Sundays, and to 
avoid unnecessary work.  

 

Of course, few on this blog will lament the 
empty pews at any Novus Ordo Missae, but 
it’s the mentality that is of concern. There is 
no hint in either of the above statements that 
these young people believe they are commit-
ting a sin by not attending Mass, and I doubt 
if they have ever heard of the distinctions, 
venial and mortal sins. They are to be pitied 

Catholic Schools: Pupils Ignore The Ten  
Commandments and Church Precepts but 
that doesn’t mean Faith isn’t important to  
them: “We care in a different way.” Yikes!  

 

                                                                                                                                                                          The Catholic Truth Blog 
more than anything, and, no doubt, many, 
if not all, of their teachers and parents as 
well – it’s so long since Catholic schools 
were sound, teaching the Faith adequately, 
never mind fully.  But someone will be 
called to account before God for this scan-
dalous state of affairs. Who, though?  Who 
are the prime suspects?   

 

And what else do these youngsters consider 
unimportant in the Faith – Confession? 
Sexual morality?  Are they subject to woke 
brainwashing? Are they being turned into 
political pawns instead of practising  
Catholics? Clue: there’s a double page 
spread in the magazine headlined Fighting 
Climate Change Here and Abroad.  Gimme 
a break.   

Blogger, RCA Victor writes…  

 

Mr. Ian Dunn, Editor, should be held  
accountable for failing to correct the  
secularized opinions of these students.  
Failing to correct? Silly me: he actually 
celebrates their indifference!  But I suppose 
accountability needs to go all the way up 
the clerical food chain, right to the post-
Conciliar Popes who made the Catholic 
Faith “easier to practice.”  

 

Yep, it’s so easy now that there’s hardly 
any practice at all. Mission accomplished.  

 

I’m thoroughly sick of hearing people, of 
any age, saying they “want to make a  
difference.” That’s the profane lingo of the 
replacement “faith” that has been foisted 
upon us, indistinguishable from the  
harangues of the spoiled brat Greta Thun-
berg. How about making a difference by 
dying to self with Our Lord at Mass? 

Blogger Crofterlady writes…  

 

A lot of snowflakes these young people in 
my opinion. I have four young people in 
my family and they certainly wouldn’t be 
so woke… from what we witnessed 
around us regarding Catholic school  
pupils, we didn’t send our children to 
Catholic schools and, unlike every single 
Catholic school attendee in our parish, our 
young adults are the only ones who 
attend Mass.  

Extracts below from article:  

Is Religious Education All It Could Be? 

By Beth Paterson and Kerry Mullen  

(from St Aiden’s High, Wishaw)  

Published in The Scottish Catholic, 

25/11/22 : Issue 29 

Religious Education classes are a safe space 
for young people to explore big ideas about 
life, feel the solidarity of a connection to one 
billion other Catholics, and take a break from 
the treadmill of exams and assessments. So 
why isn’t everyone rushing to get to RE?  
For people whose families do  not attend 
Mass regularly, it can be difficult to get them 
to open up about their religion.  
We have the opportunity to dedicate two 
periods of school a week to religion—why 
not use them to get back to the basics? We 
should teach pupils what the Catholic Faith 
is all about…  
Ed: Sanctifying Sunday by attending Mass and 
avoiding unnecessary work is about as basic as it 
gets in Catholicism, yet Kerry Mullen chooses her 
Sunday job over Mass—see column 1.  Not her 
fault: she’s obviously never been taught this truth. 

 

Religion is important in everyday life. The 
bible is more about teaching how we can 
better ourselves instead of taking the stories 
literally.  
Ed: Well, that all depends on which “stories” you 
think don’t need to be taken literally.  If you mean 
the parables, that’s fine.  They are “stories with a 
meaning” so to speak, but the story of the  
Crucifixion and Resurrection, for example, are 
historically true and must be believed. It’s of some 
concern that later in this article, we read that in 
interactive lessons with discussions about the 
Bible [and] “how children interpret important 
scripture at a younger age and how this differs 
from the older generations.”  Hmmm…   

 

Most people who go to a Catholic school did 
not grow up with a lack of interest in their 
Faith but instead grew further away from it 
as they moved up school. 
Ed:  And if this is not an indictment of Catholic 
schools straight from the mouths of babes, please 
provide a better example.   

 

Caritas [Catholic human rights-type charity]  

has been a great opportunity for the senior  
students to get more involved with the teach-
ings of the Bible. As we are more  
mature, we see our Faith as a life guide 
which we can use to help others all the while 
helping ourselves.  
Ed:  The rest of this article details examples of 
“Bible in action” charity work, financial  
donations,  plus attendance at “important  
Masses” and how these Masses can bring people 
together. Another article in the same edition— 
Education for Everyone, by Lauryn Paton and 
Amy Jamison Yates— focuses on inclusion: 
“Pupils need to know that it’s okay to be different 
and (they) shouldn’t be [pressured] to fit into a 
mould… we all have a role to play in being  
tolerant, compassionate and inclusive.”   
 

In short:  
 

Catholic Schools Vs The Faith = Woke Weans.  

Those who make  
sacrifices in My name 
will be rewarded in this 
life and in the world to 
come. (cf Luke 18:29-30).  

https://www.scottishcatholic.com/
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I am an aspiring young performer. I   

wanted to get involved in the magazine be-

cause I felt that it would be a unique chal-

lenge to create an article and edit it while 

being under pressure to meet deadlines. One 

thing older people don’t understand about 

young Catholics like me is that we care 

deeply about presenting the values and be-

liefs of the Catholic Church in a modern 

way to connect with people who have lost 

touch with their Faith. (Cara Slavin, 17).  

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

St Matthew’s Academy, Saltcoats St Aidan’s High School, Wishaw 

I’m not planning on having a career in 

journalism. I just thought it would be inter-

esting to have a bit of knowledge of it. My 

generation has its own interpretation of the 

Faith that may not be the same as what 

we’ve been taught. I also think older peo-

ple don’t understand how easy it is to get 

burned out at our age, there ae so many 

demands on our time, learning to prioritise 

is really  important. (Max Fleming, 17). 

Holy Rood High School, Edinburgh 

I wanted to learn more about issues young 

people are facing in the world. It’s given me 

experience in this industry and how things 

work. Older people assume we don’t care 

about Faith or being a Catholic because we 

don’t go to Church every week or pray all 

the time, but we care in a different way.   

                                Lauryn Paton (17). 
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Catholic Truth Conference  
Saturday,  25 March, 2023 

1pm—6.30pm 
Registration 12.30pm 

The Incarnation—God Become Man— is thus announced and commemorated on this Feast when we  

celebrate the great Truth that God became Man and lived among us. At this Conference we ask… 
 

Where is He now?  

 Speakers, to include the following, will address this key question by examining  

a range of topics, under the umbrella of  
 

The Church & The World  

“Do not worry about tomorrow…” (Matthew 6:34) 

Where is Christ in the Climate “Emergency”? 
 

Ellen Ward 
Lay Catholic Activist 

 

“Go, therefore, teach ye all nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 

Missing in Action: How “Catholic” are Young Catholics?   
 

    Anthony Wolfenden 
   (Student (17 ) 

                                                                                

          

 

 

 

 

 

Lay panel (to include above speakers), will interact with the audience in a lively  

Question and Answer session.  
 

in 
The Burnside Hotel 

7 East Kilbride Rd, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 5EA   
The Burnside Hotel is on the outskirts of Glasgow and is twenty minutes from Glasgow International Airport.  

There is free on-site car parking, and good public transport links close by, both bus and train.  
 

Tickets £10/£5 Senior Citizens and under 18s (includes afternoon Tea/Coffee/Biscuits)  

If you wish to stay on for the evening meal, add £20.95 pp / £8.95 per child’s meal, and state choices—see p.7.    
Note: Deadline for meal choices—to the editor by 11 March, 2023. Also, if you have not confirmed your  

attendance please do so by 11 March to be included on the register. Thank you.  
 

To book write to:  

Catholic Truth, Clyde Offices, 2nd Floor, 48 West George Street, Glasgow, G2 1BP, Scotland,  

Make cheques payable to Catholic Truth; or pay by bank transfer—details follow: 

Bank of  Scotland, (sort code) 80-02-77 (Account No) 00297058 

email editor@catholictruthscotland.com to request tickets & provide postal address.   

If you prefer, email tickets will be sent to you.   
 

Note:  Be assured that, in the (we hope) unlikely event of a Government intervention such as the lockdown which forced the venue  

to cancel our March 2020 Conference, all monies will be refunded by us for ticket & meal bookings.   

If you book accommodation in the hotel, you should check their policy on cancellation/refund separately.  

For those who wish to stay overnight, special discount applies: £70.00 for a single room and £80 for a twin/double.  

There will be a buffet lunch on Sunday afternoon, 26/03/23 for visitors who come to the Conference from out of Scotland.  See Notice Board, p.16.   

The Mass &                The Priesthood               
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Conference   

Evening Meal  
If you wish to book for the evening meal at the end of the Conference on  25 March 2023, please add the price of the 

meal(s) to your ticket booking, and include your preferences from the menu (s) below. Please also  advise of any 

necessary dietary requirements.  Note: All meal choices must be with the editor by 11 March.  Thank you.   

Note: if you are coming alone to the conference, please do not let that prevent you from booking for the meal—you 

will be made very welcome and you will, without doubt, enjoy the friendliness which is a feature of our conferences.  

 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

Function Menu £20.95           
                                                                                                                                    

Smoked Salmon & Prawn Roulade 

Served with Lemon Crème Fresh 

 

Chicken Liver Pate 

With Oaties, Chutney and dressed leaves 

 

Tomato & Red Pepper Soup 

Served with a Crusty Roll 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding 

In a Red Wine Jus 

Goose Fat Roast Potatoes & Panache of Vegetables 

 

Pan Seared Supreme of Chicken 

Served in a White Wine & Asparagus Cream 

Panache of Vegetables & Fondant Potato 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Chocolate Delice 

Served with Raspberry Puree & Honeycomb Ice Cream 

 

Vanilla Cheesecake 

Served with Chantilly Cream & Fruit Compote 

 

* * * * * 
 

Freshly Ground Coffee and Mints 

                                                                            
Kids Menu 

3 Course £8.95 

 

Soup 

 

Garlic Bread 

 

******** 

 

Chicken Nuggets & Fries 

 

Pizza & Fries 

 

Macaroni & Fries 

 

Burger & Fries 

 

******** 

2 scoops of Ice Cream 

 

Chocolate Brownie & Ice 
Cream 

B 
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Your Letters 

N O T I C E S  

Thank you, most sincerely, to those who 
donated to our funds following the  
December newsletter.   

 

A special word of gratitude to our regular 
donors who have supported us over the  
years via Standing Orders and PayPal. 
Your commitment has been wonderful 
and hugely appreciated.  Please cancel 
your regular payments in May. Other 
donors, please do not send us any more 
money. Anything received after May, will 
be returned, with our sincere gratitude for 
your generosity. See Notice Board on p.16 

For whosoever shall give 
you to drink, a cup of water 
in My name, because you 
belong to Christ: amen, I say 
to you, he shall not lose his  
reward. (Mark 9:40) 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

Letters and Donations 
 

 Write to: 
 

Catholic Truth 

Clyde offices 

2nd Floor,  

48 West George Street, 

Glasgow, G2 1BP. 

Scotland. 
 

Email  
editor@catholictruthscotland.com 

 

Please make cheques payable to  

Catholic Truth   

 

Visit our Blog 

htpps://catholictruthscotland.com 
 

I have recently found myself sending this to 
someone who, like us, is down the rabbit 
hole. She couldn’t understand why some 
people are deranged enough to believe that 
having digital passports and a digital  
currency will stop them catching Covid.  
This was how I replied to her, for what it’s 
worth…  

 

“I have a cousin who was working for peace 
in the war in Kosovo and, when we were 
discussing how it might be ended, he said, 
“You cannot build a relationship with some-
one if they refuse to talk to you.” I have  
never forgotten that, and feel that it applies 
in all sorts of situations.   

 

For example, and as you may know, I wrote 
to Klaus Schwab earlier this year and asked 
him from where he gets his authority to  
vaccinate us all, and he never replied. I wrote 
again, this time using recorded delivery, and, 
as before, no reply was forthcoming.   

 

I think this explains, though not excuses, 
why he and his cohorts will never understand 
the Truth that we try to promote. They refuse 
to follow, and indeed deny the existence of 
any narrative but their own, and this pride 
has destroyed their willingness, let alone 
ability, to think sensibly about anything.” 
Hugh Williams, England 

To attend our final Conference, 

book now while there are still 

some spaces—the hall has been 

steadily filling up since our first 

advertisement.  See pages 6 and 7. 

Action!  

Great article by the ex-Medj person!  He 
summed the phenomenon up very well.   

 

Thank God, I never fell for the Medj scam 
– in fact, the late Fr Hugh Thwaites SJ gave 
me a copy of Bishop Zanic’s original  
condemnation of Medj in the very early 
days, which I photocopied and distributed, 
and when Bishop Peric took over the  
diocese I was in direct contact with him, 
and used to photocopy and distribute the 
warning letters about Medj that his  
Chancery sent me.  As you can imagine, I 
came off quite a few Christmas card lists!   

 

Some people over the years have had their 
eyes opened to this scam, but others  
continue to fall prey to it.  My experience is 
that there is no point in trying to debate 
with them – it usually generates more heat 
than light.  I just leave them with books and 
various good websites telling the truth 
about Medj, and then all you can do is pray 
for them.   

 

Books by Michael Davies and E Michael 
Jones on Medj are very good.  There is a 
brilliant website by Marco Corvaglia 
https://www.marcocorvaglia.com/en and 
also Diane Korzienewski’s Official Docu-
ments on Medjugorje and FAQS http://
medjugorjedocuments.blogspot.com   

 

The latter website hasn’t been updated in 
years but contains a mine of historical and 
factual information on the phenomenon. 
Kevin Rowles, London 

So nice to see you when I was “home” in 
August. (Ed: Likewise!) Thank you for all the 
Catholic Truths you send me throughout the 
year. Perhaps next time I’m in Bonnie Scotland 
we can meet for lunch “somewhere” (Ed: My 
reputation for getting lost—enemies should say 
nothing at this point—is legendary, but, be 
assured, if I can find “somewhere”, I’ll meet 
you for lunch, and that’s a promise!)  In the 
meantime, keep up all the good work at Catholic 
Truth and I hope the March Conference will be 
well attended.  St John Ogilvie, pray for us.  
Cecilia McCaughey, Canada  
Ed: Thank you most sincerely for your lovely 
card and generous donation—one of many, 
over the years.  Please don’t send any more, 
though!  See Notice opposite, and further 
information on page 16.  

Thank you very much for yet another bril-
liant hard-to-put-down edition of CT.  
Everything in it hits home—such great art, 
too!  (Ed: Thanks, I’m a graduate of the 
School of Google Clipart!)   

 

And what a terrific contribution to this month’s 
(December) Christian Order. Great to see you 
there! (Ed: This is a reference to the  
publication in Christian Order of one of our 
blog articles on the subject of Lay Catholics & 
Obedience: Limits of Priests' Power - Catholic 
Truth (catholictruthscotland.com) - thanks to 
the Editor of Christian Order.)   

 

Sister Lucia attended the Novus Ordo  
Missae (New Mass) in her convent for 
years (no alternative). What’s your opinion 
on that?  I wrote to Catholic—Golgotha 
Island—many years ago  about that and the 
feedback was explosive.  
Patricia Shepherd, Co. Kerry, Eire 
Ed: Snap! To read an extract from my letter 
to Catholic on the subject, and the Editor’s 
response, see p.13 column 1/2.  

Thanks as always for the sobering and 
informative contact of Catholic Truth. I so 
look forward to receiving it here in Ireland 
where things are so bad.   

 

The one wonderful thing that sustains us is 
the Holy Traditional Mass. It means a two 
hour journey most Sundays to attend it but 
oh! So worth it. God bless the SSPX.   
Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  

 

Small donation enclosed.  
Kathleen James, Co. Sligo, Ireland 
Ed: Great to hear from you, Kathleen. That 
was some “small donation” - so small that it 
covers your Conference costs by a country 
mile— an Irish country mile! All you need to 
do now is book your flight!  Please!  

Note...  Reading through past editions 
of the newsletter, I was struck by how 
many letters we used to receive; some 
editions contained 4 pages of letters 
and on one occasion (Issue # 29, April 
2004) the entire newsletter was given 
over to letters.  Interesting.  

https://www.marcocorvaglia.com/en
http://medjugorjedocuments.blogspot.com
http://medjugorjedocuments.blogspot.com
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2022/10/10/lay-catholics-obedience-limits-of-priests-power/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2022/10/10/lay-catholics-obedience-limits-of-priests-power/
https://catholictruthscotland.com/2022/10/10/lay-catholics-obedience-limits-of-priests-power/
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Letters Re-Published...  
Below, a selection of letters from previous newsletters, in no particular order .   

Following front page report: Glasgow 
Jesuit on the achievements of Vatican II… 
(Issue # 71, March 2012) Daphne McLeod 
writes: 

 

I read your report of Father Michael Smith 
S.J.’s talk with no little surprise.  
He speaks with great disparagement about 
the years before the Second Vatican Council, 
but I wonder where was he living then? It 
could not have been in any British Diocese 
as official statistics show the Church in all of 
them had steadily growing numbers at Mass 
and plenty of priestly vocations.  

 

Also, how can he say that there was a lack of 
Scripture when we all learnt so much about 
the Bible in our excellent Catholic schools 
then. I recall learning stories from the Bible 
when young and studying the Bible itself in 
Senior school. For instance, we spent the 
year in Form Four on St Matthew’s Gospel, 
following up the Old Testament references. 
In those days Catholic schools taught  
Doctrine every day and Scripture once a 
week. What schools did Father attend before 
Vatican II?   

 

My parents’ generation studied the Bible 
even more fully. My mother and her class-
mates all learnt the whole of St Mark’s  
Gospel off by heart and this stayed with 
them until the end of their days. I wish  
Catholic schools today did as well.  

 

Catholic Action for adults was always  
connected to the Bible. For instance in the 
Westminster Catholic Evidence Guild in the 
fifties we read all the New Testament every 
year with lectures and a written exam every 
month. The Gospels and Acts took from 
January to June, then after a summer break 
we studied the Epistles in sections before 
beginning again in January. We also had 
lectures on the Old Testament, sometimes 
from our Protestant converts who knew it so 
well.   

 

Surely Father must remember that, in the 
fifties, the saintly Pope Pius XII gave a  
special Indulgence to all Catholics who spent 
twenty minutes a day reading the Bible. This 
was to encourage adult Catholics to keep up 
their Bible studies and of course it still 
stands.   

 

Perhaps if Father spent more time reading 
the Bible himself he would see that Our 
Blessed Lord gave his first Pope, St Peter, 
authority over his brethren, so naturally this 
authority continues today. This would save 
him trying to introduce a form of Collegiali-
ty which was never intended by Vatican II or 
anyone else.  

 

Finally, Father should always remind his 
audience that Pope John XXIII made it quite 
clear in this opening address to the Council 
that it was “predominantly pastoral” and that 
Pope Paul VI repeated this in his address on 
September 6th 1963. He quoted Pope John 
and went on to stress the pastoral nature of 
this Council. Both Popes emphasised that 
this Council was not Dogmatic, being called 
to confirm teaching already given.  

 

Father Hugh Thwaites SJ writes on the 
Mass—Issue # 41, September 2006:  

 

Congratulations on Catholic Truth. Your 
style is as vivid as P.G. Wodehouse and 
what you say is so sound. I must write to 
Pat Shepherd in Co. Kerry—I know her 
and she’s suffered a lot from the want of 
faith she found there. But, as for Fr Scott 
—he speaks a lot of rot. When people ask 
me about this, I tell them that (1) whatever 
we may think of it, we have to accept the 
validity of the N.O. Mass (2) we have an 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 
holy days of obligation, and anyhow (3) 
we absolutely need to receive Our Lord at 
least 52 times a year if we are to keep our 
heads above water. Thank God I can offer 
a traditional Mass every day…  
Fr Hugh Thwaites SJ (email published) 
Ed: Father died on 21 August, 2012. May he 
rest in peace. 

As our esteemed Editor has already pointed 
out, Pope Benedict XVI has since echoed 
these sentiments. Daphne McLeod. Chair-
man, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, Surrey, 
England 
Ed: Daphne passed away on 3 January, 2021 
after many years spent battling to expose and 
correct the corruption in textbooks used in  
religious teaching in Catholic schools. May she 
rest in peace.  

Tom Jones replies to Fr Thwaites SJ,  
published in Issue # 43,January 2007:  
 

Fr Hugh Thwaites is reliably reported as 
having said that the New Mass creates 
Protestants. To be fair, he has in some 
way attempted to retract this opinion. 
However, there seems little doubt that his 
original opinion is correct.  And if this is 
so, then according to the clearly defined 
terms used by Fr Scott, the New Mass is 
evil.   

 

Fr Thwaites, being a priest, has perhaps 
never had to endure the sort of thing that 
lay folk have to put up with. Bare validity 
is not enough for the Mass (although I 
have a strong suspicion that many Cathol-
lics are having to put up with invalid 
Masses). Certainly, we need to receive Our 
Lord sacramentally as often as possible, 
but we also need to receive Him worthily, 
and often the setting in which we receive 
Him in the New Order Mass—even techni-
cally valid Masses—is not worthy.   

 

Of course, I am sure there are orthodox 
Catholics who attend the New Mass and 
hold on to the faith. But, as the years go 
by, there will be fewer and fewer of these 
people and the Church, at least in some 
areas, will become just another Protestant 
sect.  

 

Of course, the Church will not be over-
whelmed completely—we have Our 
Lord’s word on that. But that is no excuse 
for quietism—we must, as you do at  
Catholic Truth, challenge our pastors when 
they compromise that Truth: even the 
Supreme Pastor—“But when Cephas 
(Peter) was come to Antioch, I withstood 
him to his face.” (St Paul, Galatians 2:11). 

[However] Martin Blackshaw criticises the 
“Protestant extension” of the Our Father. 
Although it is true that Protestants invariably 
add this doxology to the Our Father, strictly 
speaking it has nothing to do with Protes-
tantism and it is not heretical.  The phrase, 
which is found in some New Testament 
manuscripts, was probably a monastic gloss 
which became incorporated into the text.  
Tom Jones, Borehamwood, Herts.  
Ed: For more on Fr Thwaites, see Memory  Lane, 
p. 13, column 3. 

From Issue # 31, September 2004, Mary 
Ann Kreitzer writes:  

 

Keep fightin’ … Your newsletter never fails 
to lift my spirits—not, of course,  
because of the scandals you report; but be-
cause of your spirited fight against them… 
Your sense of humour makes me think of 
Margaret Clitherow who was  
reputed to be very cheerful and fond of 
jokes. Mary Ann Kreitzer, USA.  
Ed: These kind words were much appreciated at 
the time but reading them again reminds me that I 
get nervous when linked, however remotely, to 
saints and—especially—martyrs.  
 
 

Note:  Mary Ann’s website and blog, is highly 
recommended. Visit Les Femme, The Women of 

Truth Les Femmes, The Women of Truth 
Home Page (lesfemmes-thetruth.org)  

Father James A Grant writes—Issue # 
26, September 2003:  (This is typical of 
many similar letters received over the  
years from priests and Religious Sisters) 

 

Please delete [this] address from your mail-
ing list. I have no wish to receive, far less 
desire to read, this puerile trash  
masquerading as a ‘newsletter’.  I’m 
pleased to tell you it ends up with the rest 
of the junk mail, unread and in the bin!   
Rev. James A. Grant, Diocese of  
Motherwell 
Ed: How do you know [the newsletter] is trash if 
you don’t read it?  Just a thought. Same thought 
to the author of the anonymous note telling us to 
“save paper, no-one reads it anyway”. Odd how 
strongly you folk feel about this newsletter when 
you don’t read it!   

From a Scots Priest, on Fr Gilhooley 
scandal, Issue # 6, February 2000:   

 

It utterly beggars belief that Archbishop 
O’Brien continues to allow the disgraceful 
spectacle of Fr Gilhooley’s personal hang-
ups about the Church to be aired in a secular 
newspaper. One wonders what on earth they 
both hope to achieve by it. If Fr Gilhooley 
thinks that the Church is so unfaithful to the 
teachings of Christ then he should have 
enough backbone and integrity to leave 
something he appears to have so much  
contempt for. In no other organisation 
would such disloyalty be tolerated. Can you 
imagine the shareholders of Shell Oil, for 
example, allowing the Chairman to remain 
at his post if he had just admitted that he felt 
ashamed of his company’s poor record on 
Third World human rights?  I don’t under-
stand why we as a Church do.. Father A. 

http://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org/
http://www.lesfemmes-thetruth.org/
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Lenten Penances—For Children... 

Patricia Wolfenden 
A Scots home-schooling parent 

As we approach Ash Wednesday and 

the beginning of Lent, it’s sometimes 

difficult to know how to explain the 

concept of penance and self-sacrifice 

to children.  I found that doing some-

thing practical helped my children to 

take the teaching on self-sacrifice and 

penance seriously, and to understand 

Lent better. They were soon motivated 

to make as many sacrifices as possible.  

This is what we did.  

 

Firstly, we talked about how much 

Jesus suffered when He was put on 

trial, scourged and crowned with 

thorns, and He accepted this so that He 

could save us from having to go to 

Hell.  Now that He has taken on our 

sins and suffered and died to open the 

gates of Heaven for us, we have a 

chance to get to Heaven when we die, 

as long as we keep God’s laws, and do 

our best to live a good life.  If we are 

kind to people and go to Confession 

and Mass regularly, we can save our 

souls and get to Heaven.  

 

Then we talked about what else  we 

can do to help us get a high place in  

Heaven.  We can join our own suffer-

ing to the suffering of Jesus and so we 

can please Our Lord and even get  

extra help for sinners who don’t care at 

all about God.  

One way to do that is to say extra pray-

ers for ourselves to become more holy 

and for other people to come to know 

and love God.  God is pleased with 

those prayers.   

There is more we can do, though, and 

this pleases God a great deal.  It is 

when we offer up some little thing to 

God, maybe do extra chores at home, 

a little act of kindness for someone, or 

stop ourselves from saying an  

angry word to family or friends. That 

can be very pleasing to God if you tell 

God you are doing this thing or not 

saying that angry word because you 

want to become holy. Jesus “offered 

up” to God the Father, all that He 

went through for us, and so we can 

offer up little things that we do to 

please God and gain graces for our-

selves and others. We join our suffer-

ings to Jesus’ sufferings and that 

pleases Him a great deal.  

 

We can keep a track 

of the sacrifices we 

offer up by making 

our own Crown of 

Thorns to honour 

Jesus in His suffer-

ings. So, what is it we 

do?  We gather some 

twigs and leaves to-

gether and twist them 

into a crown and put lots of wooden 

toothpicks or little cocktail sticks in it. 

Every time a member of the family 

makes a small sacrifice, then  

discreetly, without making it obvious, 

that family member takes a thorn out 

of the crown and puts it in a jar. This is 

between God and you. Nobody else.  

 

At the end of Lent, the children count 

the sticks/thorns and on Easter  

Sunday, they are given sweets/treats to 

replace all the sacrifices they made 

during Lent.   

 

Thus, parents might 

have sweets ready to 

replace the sticks in 

the jar, so the  

children waken up to 

this on Easter  

Sunday, and know 

that the jar of sweets 

is a symbol of the 

good things which 

God will bring about as a result of their 

sacrifices.   

 

It’s worked really well for my  

family—it becomes like a spiritual 

game to make us all better Catholics.  

Word Box…   
 

Soul = That part of us which a spirit that 
will never die, and has understanding 
and free will.   
 

Grace = A supernatural gift from God, a 
share in His goodness, to make us holy.  
 

Penance/Self-Sacrifice =  Taking on small 
hardships to gain extra grace.  
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Faith &  

Morality Matters 
Your Problems Answered 

Aunt Evangeline 

Brenda from Balloch writes…  

 

A friend tells me that we don’t have to keep 
the Lenten fasts on Sundays.  Is that right?   

Aunt Evangeline replies... 

Church and World in Crisis... Staying informed with Catholic Truth 

There is no hard and fast rule.  
It’s up to  individuals to decide 
whether to keep their chosen 
penance on Sundays or not.   

 

I’ll quote extracts from a very 
good article on the subject published on the 
American Catholic Culture website.   

 

“The Sundays are not counted as part of the 
forty days of Lent. The only way you can 
count to 40 each year is to leave out the 
Sundays but include the first two-thirds of 
the Sacred Triduum (Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday). So I reasoned that Sundays, be-
ing a celebration of the Resurrection, were 
better left without Lenten sacrifices. 
And indeed, this has become a widespread 
practice in the United States. But [my 
priest] points out that even if the Sundays 
are not part of the 40-day count, they are 
part of the Season of Lent, which is unques-
tionably true. He further notes that the 
Church herself drops both the Gloria and the 
Alleluia verse before the Gospel on Sundays 
in Lent, giving them a penitential aspect in 
comparison with Ordinary Time, Christmas 
and Easter. This is also true.  

 

The Gloria is dropped in the season of Ad-
vent as well, since Advent emphasizes our 
yearning for the Lord who has not yet come. 
In the same way, Lent emphasizes the sacri-
ficial mission of the Christ who has not yet 
risen.  So again, we must ask, who is right? 
 

If you look around the web for answers, 
you’ll find a number of reputable Catholic 
sites which state that Lenten penances are 
not customarily observed on the Sundays of 
Lent, and even that “fasting” is never appro-
priate on a Sunday. The latter might be true 
if we are speaking of real fasting—the kind 
of fasting performed on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. But ought that apply to 
the metaphorical fasting we voluntarily 
undertake “for Lent”? 
 

In point of fact, the Church does not regu-
late our voluntary Lenten penances. She 
recognizes the penitential value of the Sea-
son of Lent, and she recognizes that Sunday 
is always a special remembrance of the 
Resurrection. But she does not regulate our 
self-imposed penances.”  End of extracts. 
 

Since Lenten sacrifices are not normally 
terribly onerous, it would seem to be more 
in keeping with the spirit of the season to 
include Sundays. However, as the above 
writer points out, the Church leaves that 
decision to the individual conscience and 
here at Catholic Truth we never make  
demands on others which go beyond what 
the Church requires.  

From Newsletter:  

Issue 77, May 2013  

From The Herald, 16/11/00 

Father Gilhooley said he had on occasions 
expressed his concern over specific areas of 
Vatican policy  

 

but he was angry that such a black portrait 
had been painted of him by the producers of 
Catholic Truth. He said: ''Over the last few 
years, they have attacked anybody and  
everybody who does not happen to agree 
with them. I have largely tried to ignore 
them because they are so infantile.''  
Father Gilhooley added that he had been 
frequently misquoted in their newsletters, 
saying that quotes were ''changed ever so 
slightly to put a different slant on it''.  
He said that one of the editors of Catholic 
Truth had secretly recorded a memorial 
service for people who had died of Aids and 
taken photographs of a priest who attended 
the service. Afterwards, the priest was con-
tacted by a member of the group, who criti-
cised him for attending the memorial. Father 
Gilhooley added: ''As far as I am concerned, 
they are all head cases.'' (Winning in firing 
line of Catholic group. Newsletter accuses Scot-
tish church of open rebellion against Rome, The 
Herald, 16/11/00).  

Ed: There’s not a word of truth in any of 
this. Especially that last bit. I mean, “the  
producers of Catholic Truth headcases”? 
Gerragrip, Fr G... The memorial service? 
Eh? Never attended one in my entire life, 
with or without a camera or tape recorder. 
At that time, a lawyer reader offered to write 
to Gilhooley to ask him to desist from mak-
ing such false allegations in future, which he 
translated, in a subsequent newspaper inter-
view, as Catholic Truth serving him with 
legal papers: “At one point I received court 
papers from a fundamentalist right-wing 
Catholic group threatening to sue 
me…” (Confessions of Priest Who Went to 
Roam: Edinburgh Evening News, 6/10/06).  

 

I mean, we could just about scrape together 
the bus fare into the High Court in town, but 
solicitors? Advocates? Court fees? Bribes? 
Gerranothergrip, Fr G…   

 

Again, in The Herald (22/0/01) Gilhooley 
dismisses Catholic Truth as ''a nasty wee 
magazine'',  adding ''The whole magazine is 
about 'kick Gilhooley out'.   Well, at least 
that’s one-up from his description of the 
newsletter as “a rag”.  One preens.  
Then there is the story (and I DO mean 
“story”) about—thunder clap: drum roll...   

 

The [Gilhooley] Bomb 
From Catholic Truth, Issue # 9, August 2000.  

 

Fr Steve Gilhooley is back in the news 
again, following his repeated allegation that 
he has been the victim of a hate champaign 
which includes  hate-mail and a suspect 
package which he later thought was a bomb 
under his car. His garden was wrecked, he 
says, and Lothian and Borders Police in-
stalled an alarm connecting his home to the 
local police station (Scottish Daily Express, 
6/7/00).                        

Edinburgh Priest 

on Catholic Truth: 

“nasty wee magazine” 

Editor 

Continued on p.12 

https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/lenten-sacrifices-what-about-sundays/
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When Irish 

Eyes Are 

NOT  

Smiling 

Leprechaun 

From the website of the Irish Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference — 
Bishops commend Irish negotiating team at 
COP27— Extracts follow... 

 

During the Winter General Meeting of the 
Irish Catholic Bishops Conference in 
Maynooth, Bishops commend Irish negotiat-
ing team at COP27. They stated, “Pope 
Francis, in his 2015 encyclical letter on the 
environment Laudato Si’ (Praised Be),  
reminds us of our calling to care for our 
Common Home which is now more urgent 
as we watch with trepidation the increasing-
ly ominous signals of climate breakdown.  
Ed: Where? In Scotland we still have rain, wind 
and snow in winter, and rain in summer. Roll on 
the “climate change”.   

The latest attempts to address our climate 
crisis were discussed at the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP27), in 
November, in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.   

 

The failure of the developed world to accept 
financial responsibility for this has been for 
long an obstacle to progress. The successful 
efforts of the Irish negotiating team in get-
ting the beginnings of a Loss & Damage 
facility established is therefore to be com-
mended…   

 

Bishops stated, “COP27 heard heart-
wrenching stories of people flooded out of 
their island homes by rising sea levels; of 
children starving in the Horn of Africa 
where the rains have failed for the fourth 
consecutive year; and, of more than 1,000 
excess deaths last summer from heatwaves 
and fires amongst our own European neigh-
bours.  This harsh reality is stunningly re-
flected in the recently released human-
interest film, The Letter, inspired 
by Laudato Si’…we invite our parishes to 
arrange a screening of The Letter.  It pro-
vides the opportunity for a conversation 
starter – beginning where you are – about 
how we can all use our gifts and talents to 
contribute to solutions that are needed ur-
gently in order to protect our Common 
Home.”   
Ed: Why don’t the Bishops put the same energy 
into addressing the unprecedented apostasy in 
the Church in Ireland? See Letter to Derek on  
p.15—”Derek” lives in Glasgow but he could 
just as easily live in Dublin: he’s not alone in his 
confusion and ignorance.  He, too, worries about 
the climate, about the end times/imminent  
disaster (but only because he’s not sure how 
much food to stock up), with no priest or  
bishop in sight teaching that Christ told us not to 
worry about such things, that if we put God first 
in our lives, “all these other things will be given 
unto you”. (Matt 6:33).  Clueless politicians + 
faithless Bishops—a deadly combination.  

There is a curious anomaly about Cardinal 
Keith Patrick O’Brien. Here is a man who 
defended the notorious radio-priest  
Fr ‘Andy’ Monaghan when he effectively 
condoned fornication, abortion and divorce 
on his phone-in radio programme, and yet 
now that he is a Cardinal, he is forever 
grabbing the headlines by complaining 
about the self-same things!  
Iain Colquhoun: A Surprise Appointment: the 
rise and rise of Cardinal K.P. O’Brien, Issue 
No. 52, November, 2008.    

Note:  Iain Colquhoun, employed as a nurse in 
Edinburgh, worked tirelessly to bring this 
priest’s radio scandal to the attention of the 
Vatican when it became clear that the hierarchy 
in Scotland was not going to act. Widowed, Iain 
now lives in retirement in Wales.   

During his Open Line programme on 28/29 
October, 2000, Fr Monaghan received a 
call from Peggy whose husband has Motor 
Neurone disease. “I’ve got a man in my 
life” she tells Fr Monaghan, adding that, 
although her husband accepts the situation 
and has even asked the boyfriend to look 
after her, family and friends won’t accept 
it”. Peggy explains that her family and 
friends say she is “sinning and committing 
adultery”. Father replies: “That’s how they 
see it?” Adding “life is not simple.”  
Fr Monaghan suggests that she should 
“stand up, look people in the eye and say 
“I’m proud of the love I’m giving my hus-
band, and proud of the arrangement I’ve 
got with my husband.” Peggy immediately 
became animated and repeated over and 
over again: “Thank you, Andy, that’s all I 
wanted to hear. Thank you…” Extract from 
article: Fr Monaghan: be proud of your  
adultery, Issue No. 11, December, 2000.  
 

Ed: that’s what most sinners want to hear - 
that they’re not sinners after all! Especially 
from a priest! Yet, Christ said: “If you love 
Me, you will keep my commandments.”  
                                           (John 15:14)  

Fr Call me Andy Monaghan (later Canon) in 
his role as Agony Uncle, Open Line late night 
radio show, Radio Forth 2. Axed by radio 
bosses, retired from parish due to police  
investigation into allegations of lewd  
behaviour against him by two women.  

From Issue # 11, December 2000 

From Issue # 52, November, 2008 

The [Gilhooley] Bomb 

From Catholic Truth, Issue # 9, August 2000.  

All this [vandalism] has supposedly been 
carried out by “traditionalist” Catholics who 
have objected to [Fr Gilhooley’s] attacks on 
Catholic teaching in the Edinburgh Evening 
News.    

 

Our Treasurer, Charles Smith, was one  
suspect interviewed by police on Fr Gil-
hooley’s behalf (see July 1999 issue).   

 

Well… we are not having much success in 
galvanising our readers into writing letters 
of concern to the press and Church authori-
ties, never mind planting bombs and wreck-
ing gardens. Not that we’d want to, of 
course – the whole idea is ludicrous. We 
think the time has come for Fr Gilhooley to 
produce whatever evidence he’s got, to 
prove that there is a hate campaign against 
him. Having your car smashed up these days 
is nothing unusual, unfortunately. Come to 
think of it, my car was vandalised during 
one of my visits home to Glasgow when it 
was parked outside… wait for this, folks… 
Monsignor Tom Connelly’s parish church.1  

So, if Fr Gilhooley has evidence of a hate 
campaign, can we see it?  Will he send cop-
ies of any hate-mail to us and any other 
verifiable evidence that we can publish or at 
least testify to having seen?  
Thought for the day: There is a case for 
telling the truth; there is a case for avoid-
ing scandal; but there is no possible  
defence for the man who tells the scandal 
but does not tell the truth. (G.K. Chesterton) 

Finally…  

 

There is no justification for alleging that 
Catholic laity have gone about the place 
planting bombs under the [Ir]Reverend  
Gilhooley’s car, OR that those same faithful 
have sent him mountains of hate-mail. Trust 
me on this; most pew-sitters are not easily 
moved to Catholic Action, and planting 
bombs and writing hateful letters is not the 
modus operandi of the few who do give 
their time in defence of the Faith.  On the 
contrary, when I’m asked to look over a 
letter being proposed for posting to a priest 
or bishop I usually advise, in exasperation: 
“don’t be so deferential… c’mon!”   

 

The following comment was widely report-
ed in the Scottish press at the time, and I’ll 
finish with this because, really, it says it all:  

 

“a Catholic Church insider said: "This is 
very strange. Cynics might think it was to do 
with the advance publicity for the book.2  

"How many people would think, 'Hey, that 
box I saw three days ago must have been a 
bomb.'  And how many bombs can you kick 
about before dumping in the rubbish without 
them going off?"  

 

Footnotes:  

1 
At that time, Monsignor Tom Connolly was the 

press officer for the Bishops Conference of  Scotland. 
 

2 Steve Gilhooley, The Pyjama Parade, Lomond  
Publishers, 11/10/01. 
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Editor writes… 

Father Hugh Thwaites will be forever  
remembered at Catholic Truth as “the” priest 
who not only did not complain about our 
“tone and style” but who praised it. He 
wrote:“Your style is as vivid as P.G. Wode-
house…” ( Issue No. 41, September, 2006)  

I hope those priests in Glasgow who, not so 
go, sent me a message of support which 
included the usual “tone and style” criticism, 
take note. And I hope our mutual friend 
relayed my reply which went along the lines 
of “gimme strength!” 

In the same edition, we published a short 
article by Fr Thwaites. 

For his support of Catholic Truth, however, 
Fr Thwaites was made to suffer. A nasty 
deacon in Aberdeen reported him to his 
Religious Superior after we published a 
letter from him in our January, 2007 edition 
(Issue No.43) in which Father merely specu-
lated on the possibility that Pope Paul VI 
had been blackmailed due to allegations 
already in the public domain. Father won-
dered if the Pope had been blackmailed into 
“giving (Archbishop) Bugnini a free hand to 
smash the traditional Mass.”  

As a result of the sneaky deacon’s under-
hand tactics, Fr Thwaites was summoned to 
meet with his Superior, prohibited from 
saying the Traditional Latin Mass except in 
private, and told not to contact Catholic 
Truth again. This information was relayed to 
me by a mutual friend, since Father would 
not for a second countenance disobeying his 
Superior. That’s one prayer I’ve not (yet) 
had answered - five minutes alone with that 
Superior and at least an hour with the vi-
cious deacon. Not that I’d be able to do 
much good - anyone who would set in mo-
tion such horrendous suffering for an elderly 
priest1 doesn’t have a conscience. 

Note: In a telephone conversation, when I 
asked Fr Thwaites if he was sure he wanted 
me to put his name to his letter about Pope 
Paul VI in the January 2007 edition, he 
replied in the affirmative, adding that since 
he was 90 years of age, he would be 
ashamed if he couldn’t stand up and be 
counted now. I replied that, right enough, 
there wasn’t a lot they could do to him now, 
at his age. Never, by any stretch of the imag-
ination, would I have expected that callous 
deacon and the unconscionable superior to 
put him through the mill as they did. He was 
deeply worried in the days leading up to his 
meeting with his Superior, described to me 
by someone who knew him at the time, as a 
“whippersnapper”. What we learn from this 
savage and wholly uncalled for attack on an 
old and, by all accounts, very holy priest, is 
that “liberals” are nasty (almost) human 
beings. And the most intolerant of nasty 
(almost) human beings at that. 
 

Fr Hugh Thwaites SJ, Rest in peace.  

 

Sr Lucia of Fatima  

& The New Mass...  

From Catholic, May 2005, p. 9 –  
Extracts from Letters to the Editor... 

Reverend Father,  
 

Your beautiful article on the death of Sr 
Lucia [Catholic, March 2005] brought a 
couple of questions to mind. Firstly,  
presumably Sr Lucia herself has been at-
tending the new Mass throughout her life, 
and secondly when Our Lady told Sr Lucia 
to promote the First Saturday devotions, she 
would have known that the Mass that most 
lay Catholics would be forced to attend 
would be the new Mass; yet, as far as we 
know, Our Lady made no comments about 
this.  I wonder if I am wrong to presume that 
Our Lady would have let us know if it were 
no longer a mortal sin to miss Mass? If you 
have any light to throw on these matters for 
simple souls, this very simple soul would 
love to be enlightened!  

 

Thanks for your wonderful newspaper - a 
truly Catholic feast.  Editor, Catholic Truth.  

Editor, Catholic, replies... 

 Thank you for your kind words 
about Catholic. We agree that the questions 
raised by Sr Lucia's presumed attendance of 
the New Mass have surely perplexed us all 
at one time or another. Simply put, the argu-
ment goes something like this: If Sr Lucia, 
whom Our Lady promised to take to Heav-
en, attended the New Mass, then it must be 
all right for us to attend the New Mass.  

 For a start, we should remember 
that we do not know what Sr Lucia in her 
isolation thought of the New Mass, nor 
whether she attended it with mixed feelings, 
purely out of obedience, or with eager ap-
proval. In fact, strictly speaking, we do not 
even know whether she attended it at all, 
apart from her obvious public participation 
in the Masses celebrated by the Pope at 
Fatima. We merely assume that she assisted 
at the New Mass daily for decades.  

 Let us presume that she did, and 
that she had no scruple of conscience about 
it, for whatever reason. Does that excuse 
those of us who do have such qualms? No. 
Either our criticism of the New Mass is 
theologically well founded or not. The fact 
that Sr Lucia was kept in the world to make 
Our Lady known and loved and to help to 
establish in it devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart does not mean that she was for that 
reason to be an oracle of God's Will on  
every subject.  

 The history of the Church shows 
us many examples where the saints have 
differed from one another in their opinions 
on important issues (which were not, of 
course, or not yet, defined as articles of 
faith). Amongst these saints in disagreement 
we find those favoured with heavenly appa-
ritions. Nonetheless their differences of  
opinion continued, since such freely-given 
graces as apparitions or locutions do not 
constitute a ‘Hotline to Heaven’! We think 
of St Vincent Ferrer and St Catherine of 
Siena during the Great Western Schism. 
Both were the recipients of abundant super-
natural favours, and yet they supported two 

different popes! Surely God would have 
told them who the right pope was, we might  
argue, whilst He was communicating other, 
less important things to them?  And yet He 
did not.    

 Sr Lucia saw Our Lady and re-
ceived a message for the world, but not 
answers to every question. Even the fact 
that practising the First Saturday devotion 
necessitates going to Mass - or, more spe-
cifically, receiving Holy Communion - does 
not mean that Our Lady had to speak in 
1925 about the fact that it would one day be 
more difficult for some to find a Mass to 
attend in good conscience. Sr Lucia did ask 
Our Lord whether “confession within eight 
days” of the Communion of reparation 
would be valid. He said that it would, and 
that it might “be longer still” provided that, 
when souls receive Him, they are “in the 
state of grace and have the intention of 
making reparation to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.” Coupled with the fact that we 
may always ask a priest for permission to 
receive the Communion of reparation on 
the Sunday following the First Saturday, 
this means that most people who cannot 
attend the New Mass in conscience can 
nevertheless regularly fulfil the conditions 
for the First Saturdays—the Holy Rosary 
and the quarter of an hour of meditation on 
its mysteries to keep Our Lady company 
can always be done on the day itself.  

 And so, where the New Mass - or, 
to take another example where Sr Lucia’s 
example is invoked, the observance of the 
new Carmelite Rule - is concerned, we are 
left to form our consciences as best we can 
on the lights available. The living Magiste-
rium does not speak with a clear voice, but 
we cannot find a substitute ‘Hotline to 
Heaven’ in the hundreds - perhaps thou-
sands - of false apparitions today which fill 
up the void left by the silence of the teach-
ing Church. God might have left St Padre 
Pio another ten years on this earth, but He 
did not. He did leave us Archbishop 
Lefebvre, whose holiness was not adorned 
with the gift of particular revelation, but 
whose guidance is the solid echo of Tradi-
tion and the Magisterium.  

 It is not that it is “no longer a 
mortal sin to miss Mass”, but, as the Arch-
bishop wrote, the fact that the Novus Ordo 
Masses “cannot be the object of an obliga-
tion; we must moreover apply to them the 
rules of moral theology and canon law as 
regards the participation or the attendance 
at an action which endangers the faith or 
may be sacrilegious. The New Mass, even 
when said with piety and respect for the 
liturgical rules, is subject to the same reser-
vations since it is impregnated with the 
spirit of Protestantism. It bears within it a 
poison harmful to the faith. That being the 
case the Catholic of today finds himself in 
the conditions of religious practice which 
prevail in missionary countries. There, the 
inhabitants in some regions are able to at-
tend Mass only three or four times a year. 
The faithful [...] should make the effort to 
attend once each month the Mass of All 
Time, the true source of grace and sanctifi-
cation, in one of those places where it  
continues to be held in honour.”   

 

Thanks to Fr Nicholas Mary, editor at the time, 
for this archival material. Catholic is still  
published, but has taken a different direction 
since 2008.  

Father Hugh Thwaites SJ  
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‘Saint’ John Knox 
- pray for us?  

 

 

Report by ‘MacDad’  

The modern obsession with ecumenism took 
a rather alarming twist recently, in the form 
of "Ninian - A Cantata For Schools", written 
by the Archdiocese of Glasgow's Director of 
Music, Monsignor Gerry Fitzpatrick, and 
Brother Stephen Smythe.  

 

This Cantata was advertised in the Glasgow 
City Council Education Bulletin, inviting 
schools who were interested in taking part to 
send a representative to a meeting in the 
presbytery of Saint Leo The Great Catholic 
Church, Dumbreck.  

 

The text of this Cantata, which is mainly 
used in Catholic primary schools, is quite 
disturbing. The front page states: "In the 
year when Scotland will mark the 450th 
anniversary of the Reformation Parliament 
and the centenary of the ground breaking 
Edinburgh Ecumenical Conference of 1910 
we celebrate the known beginning of Christi-
anity with the story of our first evangelist, 
Ninian of Galloway."  

 

Clearly there are huge problems with this 
front cover. The fact that any Catholic, never 
mind a priest, would think it appropriate for 
Catholic school children to mark the  
Reformation is beyond belief. The reference 
to the Edinburgh Ecumenical Conference of 
1910 is also a red herring because this con-
ference was a purely Protestant conference - 
no Catholic representative was invited. The 
Cantata itself is musically, and educational-
ly, unremarkable. It is worrying how much 
quality time will be wasted learning this 
drivel.  

 

However, things take an unbelievable turn 
for the worse when the name of  Protestant 
reformer, John Knox, appears in a "litany" 
alongside the great counter-Reformation 
Saint, John Ogilvie. This so-called "litany" 
also contains the names of other Protestant 
figures, "Ninian Winzet, Mary Slessor, Da-
vid Livingstone, William Quarrier and 
George MacLeod". Indeed, it is inferred that 
these people are "Celtic saints".  

 

Shocked at the content of the Cantata, I  
decided to contact the Archdiocese of Glas-
gow to express my concern. On enquiry, I 
was told by Chancellor, Monsignor Smith, 
that although I was the only one who inter-
preted the material in this way, Monsignor 
Fitzpatrick had chosen, of his volition, to 
alter the text. I still await clarification that 
the name of John Knox will be removed 
from the text completely. Of course, if I am 
the only person to express concern over this 
abuse then that is a tragic example that cer-
tain Catholic priests, teachers, headteachers 
and parents have lost their Catholic sense.   

 

Ed: allow me to add “completely”.  

From Catholic Truth,  

Issue No. 60, March 2020... 

‘MacDad’, the father of two young children, 
is increasingly concerned about the state of  

Catholic Education… 

It is incredible beyond words, that any priest 
could be so ignorant as to see nothing wrong 
with Catholic schools celebrating the  
Reformation. It is astonishing for a priest to 
compile or authorise a list of Protestants, 
including the apostate priest John Knox, for 
pupils to address in prayer alongside saints 
like St Mungo and the martyr St John 
Ogilvie in a “litany” of “Celtic” saints.  

 

Even on the Glasgow Tourist bus route,  
St John Ogilvie’s martyrdom at Glasgow 
Cross doesn’t merit a mention, so to see a 
priest lumping his holy name alongside a 
bunch of rebels who split Christendom in 
Scotland asunder, is beyond the pale.  

 

In any event, let’s put this nonsense of a 
“Celtic Church” and “Celtic saints” to rest.  

 

St Ninian was a Bishop of the one, true 
Church - there has never been a “Celtic” 
Church distinct from the visible body of the 
Church we now call “Catholic.” 1 

“Celtic Saints”?  

St Ninian - Catholic 

Bishop & Saint  
 

Editor 

Footnote:  

1 Bishop and confessor; date of birth unknown; died 

about 432; the first Apostle of Christianity in Scot-

land. The earliest account of him is in Bede (Hist. 

Eccles., III, "the southern Picts received the true faith 

by the preaching of Bishop Ninias (sic) a most rever-

end and holy man of the British nation, who had been 

regularly instructed at Rome in the faith and myster-

ies of the truth; whose episcopal see, named after St. 

Martin the Bishop, and famous for a church dedicat-

ed to him (wherein Ninias himself and many other 

saints rest in the body), is now in the possession of the 

English nation. The place belongs to the province of 

the Bernicians and is commonly called the White 

House [Candida Casa], because he there built a 

church of stone, which was not usual amongst the 

Britons". The facts given in this passage form practi-

cally all we know of St. Ninian's life and work.  

                             (Online Catholic Encyclopaedia)  

 
Narrator 1: There have been widely different people like…     

 

Litany   

 

St Columba of Iona, St Mungo of Glasgow, St Constantine of Govan,  
St Patrick, St Bridget, St Conval, St Machar, St Margaret, St Magnus, St John Ogilvie, 
Blessed Mary McKillop, John Knox, Ninian Winzet, Mary Slessor, David Livingstone, 
Margaret Sinclair William Quarrier, George McLeod.   

 

A witness is someone who is important in pointing to someone or something else.  
Ninian has been a fellow pilgrim with us and his witness shines out as we honour 
him and all who help us be aware of God’s presence and goodness.  

With Ninian, and all the great men and women whom we think of as Celtic saints we 
sing:  

Chorus: O Father, God you bless the world with love 
 O Holy Son you are the Way 
 O Spirit lord, you guide your people still. 
 Glory to the Trinity. Glory to the Trinity.  

Chorus: Go to your people and bring them Good News, 
 take them the message of Jesus the Lord. 
 Go out and witness God’s love for the poor, 
 tell them the Kingdom of God is at hand.  

 This is the hist’ry and this is the song 
 of the story of Ninian, Celtic saint, Yes!  
 This is the story and this is the song 
 of Ninian of Galloway.  
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Dear Derek,  

 

The Apocalypse is a book of the Bible 
which is not meant to be taken literally.  It 
is full of symbolism.  And yes, I agree, we 
are living in the end times but that can be a 
long time before the end. “One day is like a 
thousand years” in God’s eyes.   

 

I also agree with you about us living in 
historic times, but Our Lord said 
“Therefore, I say to you, be not solicitous 
for your life, what you shall eat, nor for 
your body, what you are to put on…” Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God, all these things 
shall be given unto you.”  (Matt 6: 26-34)   

 

This is why if you trust in God you won’t 
need to worry about stocking in food etc, 
that’s not to say you should not have a small 
stock but not to go overboard.  It wasn’t an 
accident that we were born into these times. 
They will be hard, and people will suffer 
and there will be martyrdom again as in the 
past.  

 

I mainly watch GB news, Neil Oliver, Mark 
Steyn, and Dan Wootton as well as read 
Epoch Times, and The Daily Sceptic and 
other sources. So, please don’t insult me – I 
can and have done my own research, why 
don’t you look at some of my research be-
fore you criticize me – this explains the 
state of the world right now. Why not start 
here – research this and see if you have a 
better grasp of what is going on Fatima: The 
Facts | The Fatima Center     

 

Aristotle famously wrote, “The more you 
know, the more you realise you don’t 
know.” Again, Albert Einstein also said 
“The more I learn, the more I realise how 
much I don’t know.”  Albert Einstein (I 
researched him a while ago!) also says that 
“a clever man solves a problem, but a wise 
man avoids it”.  Looking outside God’s 
Church for answers about the world, isn’t 
too clever.   

 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn is a very interesting 
man, who suffered personally at the hands 
of the Russian government and writes about 
the October Revolution which, believe it or 
not, is directly related to what’s going on 
right now in the world (because it brought 
Communist dictatorships into the world) – 
And the answer he gave then is the same 
answer he would give to-day – I repeat: But 
if I were asked today to formulate as  
concisely as possible the main cause of the 
ruinous Revolution that swallowed up some 
60 million of our people, I could not put it 

Letter to My Brother 

Dear Derek  

Bernadette Brown  

The letter below is a concluding piece of correspondence in an exchange between one of our  
readers and her lapsed brother. He considers his sister to be an extremist because she takes 
the Faith seriously; he says she should do her own research, and blames her for causing  
division in the family due to her traditional Faith.  He follows questionable “conspiracy  
theory” websites. Sincere thanks to Bernadette for permission to publish her letter, which 
may help others struggling with lapsation in the family. Note: Bernadette is a pseudonym for 
a Scots reader who lives in Glasgow, and Derek is not her brother’s real name.  

more accurately than to repeat:  
“Men have forgotten God; that's why all 
this has happened.”    

 

You see, Derek, mum got us all baptised, 
that’s not my fault, it’s just a shame she 
didn’t follow her obligations through, she 
had a duty before God to teach us the 
Faith, maybe if she had, I wouldn’t be the 
odd one out, and we would be all united in 
the One True Faith and have something in 
common. But I had to seek it out myself, 
and I am still learning.  

 

I’m not perfect, I have lots of faults. That 
is the reason I go to Mass and follow the 
Catholic Faith – because I am a wretched 
sinner – not because I am holy, holy, no 
quite the opposite. At Mass I get God’s 
grace to lead a better life. Remember,  I 
am human too, and have human feelings of 
hurt, justified anger and so on, everyone 
has, that’s why I need the Faith - we all do. 
I never tell anyone to go to Mass or push 
the religion down anyone’s throat but I am 
not hiding my Faith; some people say that 
the Catholic Faith is a private personal 
matter, well no it is not. Our Lord Himself 
said so—his last words just before He 
ascended into Heaven were “Go out into 
the whole world… “  (to bring people into 
the Church)!  It’s anything but private. 
However, Jesus also said “shake the dust 
off your shoes” when people make it clear 
they don’t want the Faith.   

 

When people criticise me and hate me it’s 
really God they are angry with and hate so 
much because the conscience has a very 
good way of letting us know when we are 
wrong, and they don’t want to face up to it, 
partly too because they don’t understand it 
and haven’t been taught firstly by their 
parents, then the school teachers etc.  

 

So many people have been robbed of this 
treasure and the devil is having a field day 
– people are enslaved by the devil and they 
don’t realise it. This was clear with all the 
mask wearing and obeying man-made 
rules that take our very God-given free-
doms away. Its funny how people will 
reject God’s Ten Commandments i.e. rules 
without a second thought but they will 
obey man-made (government) rules to the 
letter – that’s when you know that MAN 
has become GOD. That’s upside down. 
Where there is this sort of confusion and  
disorganisation there is the devil wreaking 
havoc – surely this must be making some 
sense to you. The devil is running rampant 
right now, he doesn’t have much time left 

as we are living in the last times but Our 
Lady of Fatima said there will be a period 
of peace before the end of the world.  The 
world is rotten because we have forgotten 
God and stand silent when we should speak 
and defend the Faith.  But, I can’t see much 
tolerance for my religious beliefs so excuse 
me if I don’t feel like tolerating your  
conspiracy theory beliefs.   

 

Here is some of my past research - various 
sources, not just religious ones but you’ll 
see it all comes back to one thing…the God 
word! We can’t really get away from it no 
matter how much we try.  Please don’t tell 
me I can’t research and think for myself 
because you wouldn’t be correct – I certain-
ly have my own independent mind and 
make my own mind up once I am  
convinced. I just want to do the right thing 
– God first…    
 

Here’s a writer who is not a Catholic,  
writing about the way the Devil works – I 
recommend this.   
Screwtape Letters: Letters from a Senior to a 
Junior Devil (C. Lewis Signature Classic) (C. S. 
Lewis Signature Classic) by Lewis, C. S.: Good 
Paperback (2012) | Goldstone Books 
(abebooks.co.uk)   

 

My (Protestant) friend asked if he could 
borrow it to read. He plans to give me it 
back this week. So you can borrow it to 
read if you like. My friend was very im-
pressed with how C.S. Lewis puts together 
such a masterpiece. I love reading C.S. 
Lewis’ books, he’s one of my favourite 
authors. Plus, instead of allowing yourself 
to be taken in by dark websites and the 
BBC, watch “the People’s Channel” – GB 
News to hear some independent thinkers 
expressing their views about the whole 
world situation.    

 

Come and visit us soon.   
           

                            Love, Bernadette 

Derek replies by text... 

Ohhhhhh. BERNIE! 3 paragraphs in I had 
to stop. If you don't wake up on your own 
by the end of 2023 then I’m going to hit 
you with a letter that you will struggle to 
read. That will be your last chance.  It can 
only be done with information. When you 
drop your ego, then we can work together.   

 

I’m in the inside looking out. You’re on the 
outside looking in. It’s funny, God gave 
you eyes but you have never used them. 

Ed:  Pray for all the “Dereks” in our families!  

https://fatima.org/about/fatima-the-facts/
https://fatima.org/about/fatima-the-facts/
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31264263206&searchurl=an%3DC.S.%2BLewis%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3DThe%2BScrewtape%2BLetters&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title3
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31264263206&searchurl=an%3DC.S.%2BLewis%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3DThe%2BScrewtape%2BLetters&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title3
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31264263206&searchurl=an%3DC.S.%2BLewis%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3DThe%2BScrewtape%2BLetters&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title3
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31264263206&searchurl=an%3DC.S.%2BLewis%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3DThe%2BScrewtape%2BLetters&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title3
https://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31264263206&searchurl=an%3DC.S.%2BLewis%26sortby%3D17%26tn%3DThe%2BScrewtape%2BLetters&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title3
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From the editor… 

Dear Reader… 

Issue Number 133—February, 2023 

The following extract from Sr Lucia of 
Fatima’s interview with Fr Fuentes, should 
inspire us all. Referring to the necessity 
of turning away from sin, and the need for 
prayer and penance, Sister says:  

 

“...Each one of us must begin 
to reform himself spiritually. 
Each one has to save not only 
his own soul, but also all the 
souls that God has placed on 
his pathway.” 1  

There is a time, God reveals in the Old 
Testament Book of Ecclesiastes, for every 
purpose under Heaven, and that the time 
for any particular enterprise—in the nature 
of things—comes to an end.  There is, 
however, never a time when we are  
exempt from our Confirmation duty to 
spread and defend the Faith, in whatever 
way is possible for us.  On the contrary, 
God reveals to us in the New Testament 
that the work of salvation is urgent:  
“The Kingdom of God is at hand...Repent 
and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15).   

 

That is to say, the work of saving souls, 
our own and the souls of others, is always 
“now!”    

 

Thus, at our Conference, and in the May 
newsletter, I’ll be providing information 
about other worthy apostolates which I 
will encourage our wonderful readers to 
support.  I like to think that God has used 
our efforts here to achieve some good, but 
I don’t know.  I do know that I can’t take 
any credit for any such good that may 
have resulted from the newsletter and 
blog—on the contrary… and I’ll leave it at 
that! Our Lady of Fatima,  pray for us!  

  
Footnotes:  

 
1 

Sr Lucia, interview with Fr Augustin Fuentes, 
Vice-Postulator of the Cause of beatification for 
Francisco and Jacinta, 26 December 1957. 

There is a time for every purpose 

under Heaven… (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

          Notice Board…  

 

Cancellation of Regular Donations  

The final edition of this newsletter will 
be published in May. Please, therefore, 
cancel all regular payments by PayPal 
and Standing Order in May.  
We do have some bills to pay, such as 
the Clyde Offices business address, 
because we will keep that open for a 
few months or maybe a year to make 
sure important mail does not go astray, 
as well as the newsletter email address.   
However, please cancel regular  
donations in May, and do not send  
cheques or PayPal donations after you 
receive the May edition. Any monies 
received after May will be returned to 
you.  Thank you.   

 

Attention Visitors to Scotland  
There will be a buffet lunch on Sunday, 
26 March, to honour those who are 
travelling from England, Ireland and 
far-flung parts of Scotland to attend the 
Conference.  Details of the location 
will be given to those invited on the 
day of the Conference. The lunch will 
be timed for after Mass/early afternoon, 
so that we may enjoy a very pleasant 
few hours chatting etc. Keep this in 
mind when arranging your travel home.  

 

Evening Meal  

Please send your meal choices from the 
menu (p.7) to the Editor by 11 March.  

 

Reminder   

There is no entry to our Conferences 
without a pre-booked ticket, so if you 
want to attend, please book asap.  

 

Finally 
Please register on time (12.30pm) as 
the Rosary begins at 1pm prompt.   

Conference Notes… 
Editor 

When we first advertised the Conference we 
invited two “traditional” priests to address 
the topic, The Mass and the Priesthood.  
I wrote to these priests, one of whom is  
related to one of the 40 martyrs of England 
& Wales, explaining that it would be thrill-
ing for our audience to hear him speak on 
this topic. That letter was dated 29th July 
2022, and was hand delivered. No reply.   
I then emailed a polite reminder on  
September 1st, explaining that I had hoped 
to advertise his name in our next newsletter 
due in October. Again no reply.  The second 
priest, well known in “traditional” circles in 
Scotland, likewise ignored the invitation. I 
had occasion to write to him on an unrelated 
matter, so I checked that my email of invita-
tion had been received. It had been received, 
but Father declined to attend.  

It’s no great mystery really: all will be  
revealed at the Conference. In the meantime, 
I engaged in a little research project  

courtesy of my friend, Google, the online 
search engine, to uncover the significance 
of ignoring someone. Top answer: to show 
contempt for that person.  Effective, for 
sure, but hardly Christian—at least, not 
according to Our Lord Who said:   

 

“For if you (love and) salute your brethren 
only, what reward shall you have?  Do not 
also the heathens this?” (Matthew 5:46-47).   

 

Even the Anglican King Charles deigned to 
reply to my letter [published in Issue # 131, 
October 2022]. See opposite.  

 

In place of the two invited priest speakers 
and planned clergy panel then, we will have 
a lay panel to discuss various issues.  We 
always have good audience participation at 
our Conferences, so we anticipate a very 
lively discussion on this occasion.  

 

If you’ve not yet booked for our March  
Conference, details on p.6.   

It was so very kind of you 
to send me such a wonder-
fully generous message 
following the death of my 
beloved mother. Your most 
thoughtful words are enor-
mously comforting, and I 
cannot tell you how deeply 
they are appreciated at this 
time of immense sorrow.            

                                                  Charles R.  
 

Ed: The key issue about which I wrote—the title 
Defender of the Faith—is not addressed, and I 
have no doubt that the above is the same generous 
acknowledgment sent to all who wrote with  
condolences when the late Queen died. Still, it is 
good to know that my letter was read, and in the 
context of being routinely ignored by the majority 
of bishops and priests, heartening to see that good 
manners have not died out altogether in our once 
Christian society.  

King Charles writes to 

Catholic Truth... 

Those who are already aware that this  
humble apostolate is closing have taken to 
expressing sympathy for me, personally:  
“What will you do?” has been a regular, 
well-meant enquiry. The assumption is that 
this is  my “life’s work”, that I am seated at 
my computer all day either administering 
or contributing to the Catholic Truth blog, 
writing up the next newsletter or answering 
emails from readers.  And yes, I’ve been 
doing all that, if not entirely willingly. 
However, I’ve also had the privilege of 
helping with the home-education pro-
gramme of some of the young people in my 
life, and I’ve promised to develop that 
further once free of the newsletter and blog 
deadlines.   

 

Do not be misled, however.  Closing the 
Catholic Truth apostolate does not let me 
off the hook.  I’m still obligated—like 
everyone else—to exercise my elementary 
Confirmation duty to be a Soldier of Christ. 
Assisting with a home-schooling pro-
gramme doesn’t quite cut it.    

 

I will continue—as I do at the present 
time—to contribute to secular blogs when 
there is an opportunity to correct errors 
about the Church and the Faith.  I’ve also 
been honoured to have been asked to write 
for other apostolates, which I will gladly do 
from time to time. So, I’m not exactly 
searching for my sunglasses and heading 
for the nearest beach with my favourite 
thriller, hoping to work out ‘whodunnit’.  


